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Evolution of the Book 
 

 
 
 
• 200 BC – Wax Tablets developed 
• 200 – 500 BC – Parchment 
• 600 BC – Standardised writing system 

developed 
• 2400 BC – Papyrus Rolls 
• 3500 BC – Symbols onto Tablets 
• 105 AD – The paper revolution 
• 868 AD – The First Printed Book 
• 1250 AD – Block Printing in Egypt 
• Guttenberg Bible 
• 1490 AD – 1500 AD – The Printing Revolution 

 
 

 
 
 

• 1455 AD –  
 
 

• 1920 AD – 1938 AD – The fall and rise of the 
Paperback 

• 1935 AD – 1945 AD – Penguin  
• 1971  AD – first microprocessor invented 
• 1985 AD – First books on CD 
• 1989 AD – Internet and HTML 
• 1995 AD – Books sold online 
• 1996 AD – Google is born 
• 2000 AD – 2006 AD – Start of the E-Book Market 
• 2007 AD – The Amazon Kindle becomes the first 

e-book reader 
 



E-Readers on the market 
• Amazon Kindle 
• Nook 
• Sony Reader 
• BeBook Neo 
• Kobo Wireles  
• Pandigital Novel 
• I-Pad 
• I-Phone 
• Tablet 
• I-River 
 



The Amazon Kindle at a glance 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Lighter Than a Paperback-At only 8.5 ounces and 1/3 of an inch thin, Kindle 
is lighter than a paperback and thinner than a magazine. 

• Battery Life of Up to One Month-A single charge lasts up to one month with 
wireless off. Keep wireless always on and go for up to three weeks without 
recharging. 

• High-Contrast E-Ink Screen with Pearl Technology. 
• Holds up to 3,500 Books. 

 



Kindle cont... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Read-to-Me with Text-to-Speech, Kindle can read English-language content 
out loud to you. 

• PDF Reader with dictionary lookup, notes and highlights, and support for 
password protected PDFs. Easily carry all of your documents on the go. 
Books in 60 Seconds with fast, free wireless delivery, you can start reading 
books in less than 60 seconds. No computer required. 

• Built-In Wi-Fi-Connect to Wi-Fi hotspots at home or on the road. 
 
 



E-book Management Software  
• Microsoft Reader is a free, downloadable software that allows you to read e-

books on Windows-based devices. http://www.microsoft.com/reader/ 
 
• Mobipocket reader gives you access to a variety of e-books which include 

the latest bestsellers, dictionaries etc. It supports the following platforms: 
PC, Windows Mobile, Blackberry. 
http://www.mobipocket.com/en/downloadsoft/default.asp?Language=EN 

 
• Calibre e-book management is a free and open source e-book library 

management application developed by users of e-books. The following 
features are available on calibre: Library management, e-book conversion, 
syncing to e-reader devices, downloading news from the web and 
converting it into e-book format, content server for online access to your 
book collection. http://calibre-ebook.com/ 
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Downloading E-Books from the Library 
Catalogue 

• E-Books are digitized written text on a screen in EPUB, PDF, DRF file 
formats. 

 
• Some E-Books in our collections allow only limited downloading and/or 

printing. 
 
• Full-text can only be displayed if the book is out of copyright (generally, 

published before 1923) or if the copyright holder has given permission. 
 

• All UNISA e-books are PC compliant. 
 

 
 



Challenges of e-books 
• Chapter by chapter downloads are permissible. 
 
• Books have to be downloaded to the e-book management software before it 

is downloaded to a specific e-reader device. 
 

• Each device is compliant to a specific publisher.  
 

• In some instances, the downloads cannot be altered in terms of font size, 
text to speech etc. 
 

• Some of the e-book databases like Wiley do not allow downloads.  An e-
mail address is required where the chapter is e-mailed to a user. 
 
 



Recommendations 
• Circulation software should be installed where a complete download is 

permissible where a user is able to use the entire e-book for the specific 
loan period which is self destructible thereafter. (e.g. Overdrive) 
 

• A web page dedicated to e-books where the various applications are listed 
and the compatibility specifications for the various devices are listed. 



Free e-books 

 

Project Gutenberg 
http://www.gutenberg.org/ 
 
Classic Reader 
http://www.classicreader.com/ 
 
epubBooks.Com 
http://www.epubbooks.com/ 
 
The Book Depository 
http://www.bookdepository.co.uk
/free/ 
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Using E-Books at the 
Western University 
Library 

 

 
 
 
 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H
VOD-ldD4Ow 
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Thank you! 
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