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YALE UNIVERSITY
GRADUATE SCHOOL
28 Hillbouse Avenue,

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION New Haven, Connecticut

March 30, 1933

Mr. K. Metthews,
Amenzimtoti Institute,
Adems lMission Station,
Natel, South Africa.

Dear Mr. Jatthews:-

I was glad to receive your letter of Februery 27 and
to learn that you hed decided to eccept the scholarship et
Yale University.

By this time you will, no doubt, heve leerned that
this scholership is not & Carnegie grant, but is an amount of
$1000 provided jointly by Yale University end the Phelps
Stokes Fund. The Carnegie Corporation kindly undertook the
cable expenses and by an oversight the cable was signed
"Carncorp”, rather than "Loram”.

I realize that it will not be easy for you to raise
the money for the support of your family while you ere away,
but many of us in our search for educstion have had to meke as
great, or even greater, sacrifices than will be necessary in
your case. While I have put the figure of #1000 as the proper
emount needed for your year at Yale, something can be saved on
this by the exercise of economy. In my recent letter to
Prineipal Kerr I have hed in mind living arrangements at Yale
which would enable you to enjoy the sociel life of the University
whide at a low figure. Everything will, of course, depend on
your own personeal tastes, bul many graduste students menage on less
than $1000 & year.

I think it will be necessary for you to meke up your mind
in which of the three fields - law, anthropology, and education -
you wish to specialize. In this country post-greduste work is
specialized work and at Yale University the courses are so exseting
thet I em sure you will not be able to undertake more than one of
these courses. In my arrangements hitherto I have assumed that you
would register in the Department of Educetion, end I heve slreasdy mede
provision for your reception in this Department. Should you prefer to
register in the Department of Anthropology, it will be necessary for
you to make application &t once to Professor E. Sapir, I cennot say
at the moment if the Depertment of Social Anthropology would eccept
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you as & greduaste student hoping to complete the M.A. work within
a yeer, Your knowledge of Africen langusges and cultures would
be, of course, more then adequete, but it may be that the Depertment
of Anthropology would require you to have completed certein formal
courses in anthropology before allowing you to write the M.A. essay.

I do not think it necessary to meke any reference to the School
of Law, for that depertment does not give the NM.A. degree and offers
courses more directly intended for students who will practice law
in this country.

I appreciste, of course, your desire to see as many phases of
university work as possible, end there is no reeson why you should
not meke applicetion to sit in as an auditor at other courses,
but, as & rule, auditors do not profit very much,beesuse of the
intense nature of the work undertsken. You might, however, consider
the advisebility of remeining in the United Stetes for the months of
July and August, 1934. If you did this, you could either teke
certain courses et the summer school of Columbia University or register
@s & student in the special seminar st Yale University, when a
considersble emount of time will be given to work in soeizal enthropology.
I hope to be eble to send you a special announcement regarding this
course, within the next month or so.

Whet I should like to emphesize perticularly is the very high
standerd of specialized work you will have to echieve in either
educetion or anthropology, if you are to make applicetion to take the
M.A. degree in e year, for, &s I think I have told you, most students
at Yale stay two yeers for the M.A. course. If, for exemple, you
register in the Depertment of Education you will be required to give
from one-helf to two-thirds of your time to the work of the Generel
Seminer, which meets four hours & week with seven professors and goes
very deeply into the fundementsl aspects of the subject.

In eddition to this Generel Seminsr, you would, no doubt, wish
to teke my special seminer in "The Introduction of Western Civilization
to Non-Western Peoples”, which involves & considerable emount of reading
in sociel enthropology, followed by & detziled study of the types of
educational institutions which would make the culture contzcts as little
disturbing as possible.

I am asking the University to forward you & copy of the Greduate
School bulletin, in which you will see the verious courses offered by
the University to the 2500 students in residence here.
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I do not think it will be necesssry for you to bring sny text-
books, for Yale has probebly the best university library in the United
States, and every fecility for indevpendent study is offered as pert of
the ordinary work of the institution. The only books, pamphlets,
ete., which it would be necessary for you to bring with you are those
dealing with the speeial subject which you propose to write on for
your M.A. essay. This essay is a very importent part of the progrem,
being generally a volume of from 100 to 150 typewritten pages, properly
documented.

I do not know if you have yet thought of a subjeet, but let me
indicate the types of essays which I have read, deeling with subjects
in your field.

Miss Lavinia Scott wrote & very setisfactory essay on "The
Changing Fosition of Bsntu Women in Southeastern Africa", and it might
be well worth your while to study this essay before you come. Mr.
Peter Cook of Columbia has written a very acceptable dissertetion on
"The Educetion of the Bomvena", and Mr, H.C. Cetlin is writing his
essay on "The Negro County Training School". Casting my mind back to
conditions in South Africe, the following ere subjeets which, I think,
need careful investigation and study:

1. Sub-Primsry Netive Schools of Natal.

2. The Native School as a Community Center.

3. The Curriculum of the Native High School in South Africa.

4. Identicel or Separate Syllabuses for European and Native Schools
in South Afrieca.

These topics &re, of course, only suggestive. What is importent
is thet your M.A. essay should deel with a specific problem which is of
importance to the Native people of South Africe and whiech you cen document
with edequate source meterial.

In connection with your lM,A. essay, I believe you would be well
advised to consult with Miss Lavinia Scott, of Inanda, who will be a
much safer guide for you in this connection than enybody else in South
Africa.

I was glad to learn of the progress which your high school is
meking, although I cannot but regret the amount of time which Native high
schools spend on subjects which heve very little chance of funetioning in
the lives of the people. It is, of course, & pity that so many European
students should follow the blind zlley} of the metriculetion exeminetions,
but when it comes to the Native people the situstion is almost tragic.

I am praying for the day when someone will have the courage to work out
for the Native people of South Africe an elementesry end high school program



Mr. KMatthews ; 4= March 30, 1933

suited to their needs. In this connection, it might be worth your while
to find out what is being done to develop Native culture snd formulate

en educational progrem on Africen lines et the Prince of Vales's College,
Ashimota, Gold Coest.

I am sure thet you ere going to enjoy the work et this stimulating
center of learning, and I am equally sure that everyone here will be
gled to have smong them so capable and rromising & student,

With kind regerds, I am

Sincerely yours,

P.s. May I suggest that you leave nothing undone in seecuring sll
the documents necesseary for your admission ss & student to the
United States and for your return to South Africe,



