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MINUTES OF EVIDEECE.

MR, JOHN COLQUHOWN YATiS, Native Commissioner, Pokwani,
Called snd Sxamined:

THE CHAIRMAN: You are at present Hative Comale-~
sioner of Fokwani ¥- Yes. |

Will you give the Commission am ldea of your exper-
lenge of dealing with native affaire in the Transvesl 7- 1
hsve had 25 years' district experience in the Transvaal., Of
the 25 years 1 spent two years inm Fletersburg, two years in
Louls Trichardt, and between Jokwanil and “kooneood 20 yesrs.
I have been in charge of Pokwani for seven years.

‘ Are you prepared to make a statement about the egono-
mic condition® of the natives im your areal? First of all can
yon give us spproximately an idea of the population of your
area T- Yes, the population is approximately 40,000.

0f those, how many would be taxpaying natives ?-
8,370 would be taxpaying nativesm.,

Of your taxpaying natives how many on an average pay
their taxes elsewhere ¥- I should think a little more than
half, Bot this year, because we have had no tax &t all.

Yost of our natives have paid elsewhere this year, but quite
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a number will pay here mow. By "here”™ I mesn Middelburg,
whiech 1s out of my dlstriet.

Would you regard that fifty-fifty ratic ss repre-
senting the number of males who are away for labour from
your district or would there be more or less ?- ¥o, that
would be more or less the proporSion. E=

We were given evidence by Major Humt to the sffect
that the people in his dirtrict --- that a considerably
blzger proportion were generally awsy for imbour. Do you
think the conditlions are more favourable im your losation
?- A large proportion of my natives live om private farms,
where they worky 4Almost as big a propertiom as are in
the loeation, which is not the case at Skoonscord.

Can you compare the genditions of t!c reserve of
Pokwanl socordingly, the earrylng capacity of the soll, with
that of Sekukuniland ?- JNo, FPokwanl at present is better,
for the reasom that there is & bigger rainfall.

Normelly there is a bigger ralnfall, 1- that oo ¥=
Yes, ! think the rainfall at Skoenoord is a little over 20
lnches, and Fokwanl, until a few years ago, was 27 Llnches.
But then we vary a lot too. We have a very low fall some-
times.

Is the soil more fertile here 7- No, the soll is
not more fertile, but very often you get fairly decent
erope. '

¥hat do you usually get 7~ Mealles and other things.

Do you have more or less the same type of soll as
‘kxoonoord 7~ No. e have decomposed granlite there, and
at Skoomoord we get turf. (f course, you do not get the
same rainfall right through. In ¥ajor Hunt's area the;
do not get the same rainfall as we got hers,

¥hat is the predominant mative erop ?- It depends
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on where you are. Along the Slands Alyer Lt I8 kaffir corn.
Pokwani is mealies, and a little kaffir corm, amd agaln
more to the west you aleo have kaffir corm. The ralnfall
ile smaller, but the grop there is Detter. 1t stands a
drought better than mealies. ]

Ie there an exchange of maize agsinst kaffir corm
in these various areas - No, there is not mach of that.

Do the kaffir corn areas grow suffiecient melze for
thelr own gonsumption 7= They use their zaffir corn.

Do they grow maize T- They have tried it, but they
get u erop only onee in five years. 1t comes ap but they
never get a crop. With caffir corn they do.

You have natives here whose staple dlet is kaffir
gorn 7= Yesn.

Now, what are their methods of sgriculture here ?7-

I am afrald thet my people are very backward.

Do they use Luropean ploughs 7- Yes.

Do they use the small light ploughs,®s sach as the
natives use in other parts of the countiry 7= Yes, they
mostly use light ploughs.

Could you give us an indigation of how deep they
plough 7~ I should say that they do net plough more than
three or four inches at the most.

Yow, will you tell ue, is the country wooded 7- Nost
of it is. Tokwanl itself is high veld and it is mot scoded,
but the rest of the area ls.

In the wooded areas, do they 4l out the stumps when
they clean the ground 7- They do mot dig them out, they
mstly burn them out, amd eventuaslly they rot. They elear
them all right, but it takes time. They buran the trees gut.

Do the native lands have thelr peguliasr look of other
native lands,that you see bushes grow out of the erops all
over the place T= Mo, I cannot say that. They have
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ploughed these lands for generations, and you can say that
the trees have pragtically died,

%0 that the lands in the course of Sime have Lecome
¢lean 7- Yes.

Do they use kraal menure at all 7= Yes, at fokwani
they do.

o they use it largely 7- Yes, at Fokwani you have
falrly good agrieculturists. 1 tnow natives who have irrl-
gation lands and who zrow 200 t¢ 250 aeres of wheat, and
those natives use quite a lot of wamare,

S0 they sre considerably advanced =o far as agricul-
ture is congerned above the rest of the matives 7- Yes,

1 think one can safely say tha t. ,

Do the matives there at Fokwani generslly use kraml
ranare 7- Yes, they mostly do thut. They have to do so
becmuse the soll is very poor and they realise the necessity
of doing something.

How large an area would that apply %o ?- It woula
apply to about half of the focoeni Ward. My Distriet come
siste of three words. louw must not mix up “oeoem! with
Sekukuni., It is spelt differemtly.

Have you any idea how large that is ?- I should
say it 1s about 300 square miles.

ind for the rest of the srea, is krasl manure not
uged there ?- No, it is very, very slizhtly used, if at all.

there is one poimt | should like to make. It is
aslivocated +that they should teacy She natives to go in for
;grloutuo. but moet of the young boys whoe could do the
work are away. ©Oaly old women and Sld men de the work.

The natives contract for six months on ihe mines or elsewhere,
which means thet they are away for T§ monthe at the lesst,

or if he contracts for nine months it means that e is away
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practically a year. ‘o really the people doing the work
of eultivation are less able to do =0, They are elither
the women or the old men.

But among the natives generaslly the man is not the
cultivator ?- Well, ot Pokwani he is. If he hae a good
piece of ground some of them mever go out %o work. If he
has irrigated land he stays there aand worke.

Thet must be & matter of later development 7= Yes,
it 1s:, The original tribal uative =--

Yoeu, the original trival native left the lands to
his women folk 7= (uite so, thaet 1ls what I wanted to msay.
But thinge are altering now.

Is $he plough universally ased in your area 7= Jen-
erally speaking, I think you cun say 20.

Are there uo matives there who do the breaking up
of the ground with the native hoe ?- HNo, there are only
a fory few who do that.

Are sny other Europesn implements belng used ?7-
There are a few who use gultivators and harrows, and 0 on.

ind do not they use any plaaters ?= Wo, they do not.

Are the lands laid out regalarly or 4o they scatter
them about ?- They are very such scattered about.

1s there any fencinr there, or are there awy enolo=
sures 7- lost of my location is fengced. They are bound %o
fenge there, but it is ondy the lands nearer the krasls
whieh are fenced.

Do they have wire fengces ?- HNo, they bhave bush
fences, very few have sire fenges. The reason why is
that it i» recognised by the natives that If they do not
fenge near the village the cattle mey got inte thelr lands
6:d 1n those clrousstanges they will not be able to et
compensation .

Do you find Shet there ls = tendency on the part of
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the young matives to abegond 7- TYes, very much mo.

And is that tendency very marked ?- Yes, it ia,

Kow perhape you can tell us - ¢sn you ageount for it
f= Yes, the attractions of towa life are very great to the
na tive. He hears of the bloscoepes snd the good food end the
nice clothes, a ud all that sort of thing, and of the smase-
meuts which he ¢an get la the towm. Iinm the countiry he has
Bt got that. When they go ©ff %o work they et sll these
amuseasnts, snd thet is shat sttreacts them mway from the land.
You can go snd offer those pecple 10/- to work In the loca-
tion or 10/~ in the towas, amd they will slways g %o the
towns.

Do not you think that there are any other factors at
work ?- Well, home life too, I suppose. The gonditlons of
11fe are much harder in the krsals than they are la the towns.

Ia what way ere they mush harder im the location 7=
vell, ia the location they do not get suek good food. lJome
years they may be short of food eves, btut in the towns they
know that they will always get geed food, and furthermore in
the krasls they have to heérd the cattle, and they do mot
1ike that. They look upon it as hard work.

They are made to work im tows 7= Yes, bat 1t is
more ¢ongenlal work.

Do you think the houre-doy's werk appesls to them?-
Yes, 1t does.

l= it ke work Lltself or the food attached to it which
attracts them 7= Generally speakiag I should say 1t 1s
the food and the gemeral exclitemsat of & tows. 8

Did not the natives at the start regard the work of
o houseboy ss beneat: thelr dignity = No, mot the mtiives
from our part. 1 gan tell you this, mst of the servunts

come from our ares.
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Bat Just at the start; the wild sative must
regard domestic service as woman's work 7= Yea, they do im
Sasutolsé, but met here.  In Basatelsnd sll the married
Liropeans have native girls werking im the houses, but that is
not so here.

Do you think thet they have got #o ased . 1t that
they do not mind it now 7= ! suppese that ias so.

Do net you think that the BSantu in his erigimal
state would heve looked upon that as not worthy of s maan's
dignity ?= Very probably. '

But years of custom have overcome that 7- Yes, years
of ouston have broken that down.

How do the parents regard this sbegconding of the na-
tives 7~ Well, of course they do mot like It at all and they
try to stop Lt.

ind do they have asy degres of swceess 7= To s certaln
exteat, yes., We refuse %o give them passes unless they get
the counsent of the parents.

You say that the parenks try to stop them fros golinmg
away; what do they do 7= Well, they come to us., The chlief
says "Do not let any of ocur boys go out under any circumstances
unless [ have given permissiom or uanless the parents bring
these Jyoung boys themselves."”

But if the boy gets away without & pass, ther: arpe
always ways by which he ean sagceed to remain in towm ?= Yeo,
that is so. Jay, for lustance he goes to Withank and he has
not got a pass; the offlger writes t¢ = and he ssts ne 1 ¢
the =native has permission from his parents %o work in Wittank
end [ write Lack yes or mo, amd If It is oo, they sen! him
lack, or otherwise the parent goes and fetches him.

‘hould mot a systea Like Shat be made univeresl 7-

I% would be a very good thing 1f 1% copld be dons, and culite o

number of nastive ghlefs have approsched me on that matter.
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Mi. MUSTERT: The area of your location is 300 square
miles 7- No, my area ie about 4,000 square miles. The 300
gquare miles is xmmxi merely the High Veld portioea, that 1s
simply the iokwanl area,

Well, now, what ls about the yield per sere all
round 7= The yield per sere is very small, It depends en
what part of the country you are ia. Roand about Reolkrasl
for instance the yleld is good, Becsase It is blaek soll
there, it does not need fertiliser like the uu.un soil,
but the average . should say is not more than two bags per
agre I suppose.

That is hardly sufficieat to feed the whole of your
population ?= 1t is very seldom that they gzain enough teo
feed themselves during the year, 1t i# only in very
exgeptional years, and in seven years I think this i the
first year that they have safficient food everywhere to
carry them through the year.

How, have mpt & gensu® of the mteek in your
area 7- 1 can give you a very gzood Ldea of it. 1 gould get
it at fokwani. Blg stoeck about 37,000 snd small stoek I
should imagzioce = voat 20,000, and Gonkeys I should say about
5,000 or 6,000,

Do you eonsider that your atea is over-stocked 7-

1 should say that portlons are very much over-stooked, tut
you see & large part of my area is privately-owmed ground.

¥ithin your area you have privately-owned farms 7-
Yem, quite a number of them. To gzive you am ides, I have
several caves of scheduled areas, snd they are about 27,000
morgen. 1 have about 29,000 morgen of privately-bought
land and I have about 3,000 morgen of land bought by natives
individually. The rest is all private grounmd.
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Uut of the 192,000 agres of arable ground which you
have, is tha! mostly under the plough ?- In the sative
areas, yes.

'nd do they plough that with & light plough 7= Yes,
nostly, tarring exgepiional cases.

This rainfall of 27 inches, 1s that more or less
over the whole of that area ¥- No, only the Fokwanl srea.
in some parts we get a® low ae 12 inches.

You would not grow mealles thers ?= No, ae . say
kaffir corn is grown there.

Do they go in for beans at all 7= Yes, they go in
for them very considerably amd I thiank the stores must have
bought sbout 7,000 bags of beans this year.

MAJOR ANDERSON: What sort of price do they pay T-
Practleelly nothling, sbout 6/= or 7/- a bdag.

MR, MOSTERT: Yoes the native realise that the bean
ie @ natural fertiliser ?- He has not realised it yei, bat
he goes In for beans all the =ame.

Does he realise that it urings nitrogem into the
gzround 7- A few of them know that, bul the msjority has
not realised that yet.

Now, sny of your sreas with a 27 imeh rajilfall sheuld
produce much more than twe or three bags per sere 7= Yesm,
provided they fertilise.

Do they realise that they should plough better than
they do 7= Yes, but they have not got the trek-diere, and so
on, and they have not the hands to plough. Very often the
women do 1%,

In other words, the farmimg is really left to the
old men snd the womem of the krasl on seeount of the young
men beins away in Johanmesburg 7= Yes, that le so.

Now, do they realire this, that they sre over-stogked
?- Yes, I think they do.
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ind yet they do mot ®ell the stogk f- Well, they
look upon the stock as thelr bank, and that is why they do
not sell it.

They over-stock and they know 1%, and yet they will
not sell ?- No, that is so.

You say that thers are various farme in your srea -
Barcpean farms 7- Yes.

Do you know enything about the contract sys tem
vetween Suropeans and nativesm ?7- Yes, . come in contact

with it daily.

Do you find that that *untrut ls satisfactory 7=
lo, absolutely not.

¥ill you give us the terms of the eontraect, is
there more thun one contrset ?- Oh yes, there iz more than
on® comtract. Lt depends on which part of the district

you are in. Round the Mepoch's gronde and Iagers Drift
there is no eontraet at all, The native emllis it the
"omaar” contract.

That is all verbal ?- Yes, he is expeoted to work
at any time when there i1s work %o be done on & farm, snd
his women are supposed to do the washing twice a week and
t‘t eleaning of the house, and they are supposed to help
with the remping. Whemever there is work te Le done they axe
expeoted to help and there is no specified time lald down.
That is in the poorer part of the dlstriet. Then you come
to the richer part, where the Creeks are. They have three
months for the ordinary married sative. The women do mot
work at all. =

Is that what is known as the ailnety-day contraet,
three tiokets 7= Yes, three months, Some have tlokets

and gthers simply have the gaslendar month. And then the
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Isxxixmay younger Loy who has mot got & house of his own
works four monthe, and the married men three months, and
for the rest of the time he is free to go where he wants to.
‘hat is the ¢vr~“ract whieh the Letter clase farmer has got.
Then you have the man who works om the High Veld,who only
he® ground, which he works in winter for graszing. He keeps
the pieocanins throughout the whele year. So long as there are
sufficient plecanine he does nmot worzy sbout the older men.
Iren you have the other man whe has te work ®lx months In the
year snd hies women do the washing. Baut the msajority of the
tetter oclase farmer goes Im for the three monthe' contragt.

ire these comtracte ilnvarimily carried out by both
perties 7= They have to be, otherwise they kick them off.
They come to me and trey say "this m tive has not fulfilled
his comtrect; he ham to go."

ire there any payments =ade in the ordinsry way for
fay lsbour 2- are there cases where the farmer pays the
native 80 muck per day or s0 much per month 7= Yes, the
sreeks esploy quite a mamber om that basis. In the whols of
the distriect, in the Fokwani “dstriet, there would be about
“0 matives employed Ly farmeras for cash at ®mo much per momth.
The ¢ ls of course spart from the farm lstourers whe live om
the farm.

Does the famer here heve any diffieulty im getting
labour ?= (i depends on the farmer. The Ures: finds mo
difficulty at% all bat some others de.

What wages do they pay 7= igaln, Lt depends on the
worke. The Greek pays goold wages - up % £3, bdut most pay
£z, Others ssmin pay 2/6¢. per @ay and they have to feed
themselves.

On £2 per month do they find everythings for themselves
¥= They are moestly young boye whe have the location mext %o

pp————
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them. They simply come from the location %o work om
the farms. They feed themselves.

And do they go home every day 7- They do.

that do they grow on these farms 7- Wheat is the
prineipal erop im that part of the distriet.

THE CHAIRMAN: Bomnmluhfluaml
wage in this district 7- Yes.

ind the native finds everything 7= Yes, the farmer
cannot afford to pay more.

¥R, MOSTERT: When he pays £3 does he feed the boy 7-
Ho, he cannot come out.

1t is only an exceptiomsl oy 7- The ordinaxy ls
about 30/-, but then he feeds them.

¥R. LWCAS: I 1t 30/= per momth, or is it 30/« per
3 shifte ?- 1% ls 30/- per month.

i, ¥0:TERT: Zou have the two systems then ?- Yes,
%0 /= and 22, :

D¢ not you have any thirty-day tlexets 7= Jo, we have
mot.

MAJOR ANDEXSON;: You saild that the matives in your
léeation are working s better type of asricalture than other
digtriets., Cam you give us any resscn why that should be seo
t- That is in Pokwani. I have several locations, only one
of whieh is ‘okwani.

Can you glve us any remson for those better agricul-
tural methods 7= Well, they are very advaneed, aad then they
have got good ground. Wite & number have irrigtion
schemes snd smsll water supplies, and fountains, and they find
that it pays them to work that, s¢ much s0 that & counsiderable
number of them do not go out %o work dut stay all the year
round in thelir locatlon.
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They have evolved ilut themselves 7- Yesn, they are
on s« much btetter scale than others,

Have you any agriecultural demonsirators out your way
T= FNo, we have nmot ot agy yet.

Are you golng to get them ?- Well, we shall be veey
glad teo.

Can you tell us what proportios of $he natives im your
location go out to work ?- Yes, last year under comtresct
to the mines there were roughly 1700 who went out from my
area. That is on & comtragt. They gzo to the Gold Mines
and to the Premker Mine. 1700 were recruited and sent out.

Let us be clear on that - 1700 went out 7= Mo,

that is only the recruited labour. We issued 4,000 pusses,
and 2,000 from the other offices. Ihat is 6,000 pasces were
issued. You ¢an say that 5,000 went out.

That is 5,000 went out,out of 8,000 taxpaying naa-
tives T~ Yes.

They had %0 go out o mork 7= Yes, the locations
are too small, they have %0 go out to work. You eanm tell
a native location miles away - 1t is bare, like its people.
Aayone can tell whigh is & native location.

Do you have many regralters workiaz there 7= %0 have
several. The “remier Hiune have & man there and the Metive
leerulting Corporation also have &« mam wrking there.

ire you generslly satisfied with the nmethods of
the reerulters ?- TYes, 1o our dlstflct they are all right.
They are pald a salary, and not by resulta. Of courme, 3
number of natives who go out on thelr own. They prefer to do
that because then they can weign om, on a meonthly bdaals,
exgept on the Freamler Hine, where it i& a three months'
contract. Bub 1f they are recrulted they have %W el on
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for three, six or nine months. Im return for that they get
an asdvance up to £3. 3

How many stores have you got in your location 7= Ch,
there are more stores than natives.

What is the system of licensing ?- In locatlons of
course they have to get the peraission of the Goveramment aud
they are on three months' notice on either side. That is in
the locations only, of course. -

There is plenty of competition ?- Yes, plenty, too
mach.

ire the priges in the stores ressomable ?- I can
bay chesper there than elsewhere.

l2 that on secount of the competition ?- Yes.

Mi, LUCAS: Eave say of the aatives sot stores 7=
Yes, but there is only one; most of them went bust. They
started chopreeping but they have unct got the business heads
to keep them going.

Do you mean to say that none of them succesded 7- That
is s0.

Aire the European shopkeepere able to exercise any pres-
sare on the natives ?- No, that is not eo now. There ies very
1ittle oredit given there. ‘hey do not give eredit to the na-
tiven.

The natives-storetespars themselves give oredit, do
not they 7= Well, they start Ly delng so, but they seem find
cut their mistakxe, and they l“’ it

Is that the reason why they go bust ?- Yes, they have
net got the btusiness ilnetinet. That is the reason.

You are now referring to the natives inm your location ?-
Yes, that is the position right throughout our distriet.

You would not say that about the natives in other arens 7
Yes, I would, 1% 18 the same at Skoomoord.
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But in the Cape,what would you say about the positiom
in the Cape ?= I do mot tmow about the Cspe; I can only spesk
sbout the iransvasl and Basutoland, and in Basutolaand the posi-
tion iz the same a8 here. I had the same experience.

Did you have the same experience in Sesutolend ¥- Ny
brothere run on a large sgale a business in Basutoland and
the position there is exsctly the same.

Now, you spoke alout the "somsar®™ contragts; 1 belleve
that they are in the poor aress, are not they 7- Yes,

Whet does the native get under sach a contract ?- He
getes lands. It is a poorer type of native that you get there
and he often has not go!t any cattle, and the farmer ploughs hie
lands for him, and when he is short of food sometimes the
farmer sometimes helpe him and mometimer he does not.

The lot of the native thers is very precarious then ?-
Yes, very often he cannot pay his taxes, Whem I come aleng for
his tax I say %o the farmer "look here, this boy must pay”.
The man says he has not finished his comntract amd I tell the
farmer then that he mast pay for him or give $he boy his pass
to go out to work, amd in many lnstances the farmer has given
him his pass and let him go to find work.

father than pay the £1 - Yes, rather than that.

¥R, NOSTERT: |Has he got the £l to pay 7= Very often
he has not. That is why he has to go out to work.

Mi. LUBAT: I am told that st Iagers Drift there is
a poor white settlement ?- That i2 so.

I em told that some of these settlers have squatters
of their own 7= Yes, numbers of them have.

Does the Uovernment allow that 7= It is not a Govers-
ment settlement; 1t belomgs %o the Chureh.

¥hat size plots have thesme settlers got ?- 1 think that
they have 12 morgen or 14 morgen, &nd they have & right %o
grazing over an area of 12,000 porsen.

Are these 12 §0 14 morgen dry or irrizated P- Soms ae
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them are dry and some are irrigated. They are divided
into lots and they have common grazing.

Hould every holder have some irrigated lond ?- Ve,
not every one of them, Jome of them.

Now, you have told us that the areas of your Reserves,
the farme owned by natives, 20,700 morgen are reserves; 20,000
morgen are owned by the tribes aad 3,000 morgen are individ-
ually owned. Is that so 7= Yes.

Now, these 3,000 morgenyfmx how many pecple own them ?-
You omn count them on your fingers, There is Norgemzom, six
owners, roughly 250 to 300 morgen esch.

Do each of theme five or six own their sections ilndi-
viduslly 7= Yes, the land is being surveyed and there im »
separate title deed om each mection.

!nd the remainder §f the 150 7= A native owns two
farme, John Magchadi sbvout 7CO mergen, thea there 1o snother
one Manganysnl - he owns 30 odd morgen of his own, and he is
interssted ia about cne-sixth share in about 1400 morgen.

Can we take it that Sthere are about ten natives there
f= No, there are more, altogether 16 or 17.

Owning land individasily 7- TYes,

Is that in the whole of your distriet 7- Yes.

How are the natives progressing 7- They are projress-
Ing very well; ia feet, . should say that some of them are
suechk better off than some of the Europeans 1la my ares.

To what do you attribute that ?- They work very hard.
Their living doees not cost sc much as it does the white man,

Are their methods good 7= Yes.

Do they plough deep T~ Yes, they have ot good omen
and good ploughs.

iné have they im turn ot squatters om thelr land 7- Yes

All of them 7- HNot all, but most of them,

Do you kmow what terms they give to the squatters 7- The
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give the same terms as the ‘uropesns - the three months'
system. They have them on that.

ind do they feed them T= When they are working they
feed them, but they do not feed them otherwise.

‘nd do they require the women to werk ?- ¥o, mest of
them 4o not, and you ¢an tell the differenge at onge, The
women on those native farme are biz snd fat. They are \uttunq
from the ordinary native woman, begause they 4o not have to do
any work.

Ve wore told thut there was & great grievance amonget
the satlves degause m;m are sapposed %o work 7- No
amonget these.

Is that a grievame on the Eurcpean farms here, where
t he women are required %o work 7~ Yes, very much so. They
do not like thelr women working, snd 1t 1ls oftex the cause of
their leaving the farms.

I want to have a little more laformation about these
individually owned farme., Their methods are better snd they
succeed 7= Yes.

Do you attribate that to the feet that they have indi-
vidual ownership ?- Yes,

‘re there any other Xsxxkuxx festures you would like %o
tell us about im conueotion with this Individusl ownership by
the natives 7= | would rather encourage 1¢. I have sot an
area part where youk could buy small plots of 50 or 190 morgen.

Would that be exnoush for a nmative to make a livime 7=
Yes, these are too large.

Are theese individually owned farms over-stogied ?- Fo.

‘nd 40 you know whether the owners plaee any limit onm
t he number of stock thelir squatters rum 7= They will sot alliow
too many.

Does & natlive prefer %o go squatting on o astive's
privately-cwned land as agsimst the Turcpema's 7- Well., fhess
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are 80 few of them that it is diffieult to say.

Do they have any difficulty in getting squatters ¥- No.

And generally, does your answer mean that they do mot
ruan masy eattle, these squatters ?- No, very often they have
not got any.

And the owners themsmelve=, have they sot many cattle 7-
Quite a lot, but they moetly use thelr cattle to pay for the
farm, and they do mot keep many, exsept for working purposes.

fnd do the: look well after them, d¢o they try te improve
their steck 7= HNo, but they may go in for & few Afrigander
bulls, but that ie all.

Have you noticed any improvement in regard to the stock-
taking ¥= in ome or two lnghes, I have.

ind you consider that individusl ownership for the
native if he is ready for it is &« good thing?- Yes, provided
he is intelligent. Some of them were transport riders origin-
ally and they made money in that wy . '

I think you sald that the pepulation was about 40,000 P-
Yes.

‘nd there were 38,000 head of blr stock 7= Yes.

That is less than one per person 7- Yes.

Do you comsider that that is excessive ?- In the loca-
tion, I consider it le.

! am not talking fow of the area of ground. Do you
consider i1t is exoessive - They have not sot the grazing,
but otherwise it would mot be excessive. '

.

Do you think it is reasonable from the natives' point of

v iew 7- Yes, providedthey have suffiglent ground I should say
that they should have much more stoek but that it should be
much more equally divided. This 1s wiat you find today - one
man has perhaps got 100 head of steek or 150, smd another has
got nothing at all.

Are there many that have large numbers 7= | would not

say that there are many, but there are guite a few,
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Row, this 36,000 head of cattls - where are they kept ?-
fhey are in the locstion sand on private land, |
ire they om land owned by the tribe or on imdividually-
owned land 7~ They are on both. Some are in locations and

some on private ground, md some on native-owned ground.
. Do all these cattle beloag to the natives 7- Yes.
4 have not looluded the Zuropean—owned eattle, of course.

You have told us that the natives have adopted
ploughs. ire there any other important shanges whieh have taken
place in your areas sinoce you have bheen there f- WNo, . cannct
think of any.

Hatives have retained thelr own methods 7- Yes.

You told us also that there was & Sendenmey for the
pleoesnins to rum away.® Is there say other sign of the break
down of tribal eomntrol .7- Yes, there are gquite s number of
signs. The position Lo that first of all there is not
puffieient ground for the tribe und they have to move on.

‘s they move om further away from the tribal imflaence they

get out of hamd. /lthough they may scksowladge the Ohief the
Chief may live twenty or thirty miles away and they are not
under the direet influenee of the chief and ther<fore they zrad-
wally work away from the tribal part of the business. Ancther :
resson is, that the chlefs hawe oo power nowadays as compared 4
with the oldem days. ‘n the olden days If & native 414 way- ;
thing wroag they took away all his stock and they pat him oute
Sowadaye they cannot do thate Now & lot of the satlives do
not go to the eircumelsion sehool,where they are taught teo
obey thelir cilefs and leaders.

You say that a lot of them 40 not wo to the schools ?-
bo, | would not say a lot, the majority g0 %o these schools
but some cf them do mot.

¥hat happess to those who do mot go ¥~  well, they are
not looked upom as man.
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Are there some who risk that 7= Yes, sspecially
in a place like Moolifontein, where there are ang amount of
missionaries.

Are the missions their refuge /- 1 weuld nor say that,
although they d@¢ protect thmm in a way. 1! the ghisf did any-
thing wrong they would go te the misslonaries,

DR, ROBERTS: 4 boy in that cams would rnot get married
7= Well, it would be very difficult to marry him among the
heathens.

Or even among the educated T~ h._@hcy have not cut it
es fine as that. Occasionally there sre disputes of that sort,
but very seldom. o

Are there any other ehanges that you have noticed?-
Those sre the primeclipal changes which I have noticed, oOf
ecourse, the piccanins go out to work young sal when they come
back they have a nice new sul$ on and they will hot listen to
the older men or %o their chief. They take 1m0 motice. They
are the most difficult to control of the whole lot, and that
to oy mind is the principal xyxtsm mky rescon why the tribsl
system is breakiang down.

Do you find that many natives go from the location and
never return ™ I do not mean those who dle, but do you find
smany who settle down romewhers else?- Oh,kkxkxany number do not
return. Ais a patter of fact, the satives have 2 name for it,
"legoeloe”. That is what they cail 1%, - "the one who never
comes vacke." The reasons are that they get married ap there
snd do not come back. And another thing is thet they get inte
bad habits and they do not want to come home without muey .

ind they become town nativee 7- Yes. “ome have
learned a trade of sorte and there ls no seope for that inm the

location and they are able t0 make better momey in the towne, =0
L

t hﬁy 8 tay there.
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We had evidence yesterday, or the day before, that
the reascn why a lot of natives, young matives from the faras,
run away, is beosuse of the long hoars which they have to work
on the farms ?= Yes, that 1le qalte trus. They do mot llke
fars work. They get no money st all snd they are simply work-
{ ng for the farmer. Oecasionslly they get a shirt, or an
0ld pair of trousers, or something like that, and for that
they heve %o get up early lan the morning. They always get
mealie-pap and mothing else, and they prefer to g0 to the
towns and work for wages.

Do you think that that is s gesuine explanation P-
Yes. They run away eud the next thing is that you do mot
know where they sre. The farmer comes and complalus to the
poliece and he wants us to help to st them back.

You t0ld us that between &0 and 70 per gcent of your
male natives 0o sway to work elsewhete. Uo mont of these go

right away or 40 many of them work in the lamedlate nelgh=
bourhood of the location 7= They zo right away. The looa-
tion natives mostly go right away.

fhat is the effeet of that on the 1ife in the locm=~
tion - on the soonomic life of the location 7- 1t means
of course that there is one less %0 feed. They earn mney
while they are away aud they mend money home and they btring
uwoney bagk with them when they come home agsin.

Do they send mach home 7- duite a lot. They do that
throush the offiee and throuch the resident recrulter., Nany
of them have deferred pay. The contrset ls for nine months
and they defer £1 or £2 %0 be paid to them on thelr return
home .

Is the deferred pay omly for the younger boys ?- No,
the “o0ld Eimes do 1t for all of them, but of course the %014
¥ines do not reoruit the plecanine.

Does that system work satisfsetory ?- Yes, so far it
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has worked quite satisfactorily. The Premier Minme, of course,
do notdo it. Thelr comtrae$ is only for three monthe.

Do you motice any effect on the morale of the loeation
throu.k these young men being away 7= Foty to any extent;
their morals of course are differsat from ourd.

Bat can you notice Lt 7= Yot %o any extent. Exespt
that a native woman is married and the husband is away for
five or six years, and in the meantime she Bas & child by
the urother; Shat is quite regognised.

You mentioned one effect of the mem balng away, and
" that 1# that the ploughing is dome by the women and the old men
#- Yes.

Do you think that that has a serious effect on the losa.
tlion 7= 1% is serious, as far as agriculture ls comeerned;
how are you golug %o improve 1it. .

You see no chanoe of Improving it with the present
system ssxixixgx®s ¢ontinuing ?- Well, you gannot very well
plagh with the plecanins.

Ab@ generally spesking, native somem ares not sllowed to
handle the cattle 7= They do now, but they ased not to.

What is that change due to 7- o the men beling sway.
You find native girls herding cattle mow.

And 4o you find women ploughing 7- TYes.

I want to ssk some questions about the satives on the
farmse. Do you flnd many «f them leaviag farms on which they
have Leen working to go iante the location 7= Yes, whefever
there is ground. I Rhafy fourteen tribal sccounts in regard
to the purchase of ground. The tribe buye the ground dut
most of them do mot live ia the locatiomn; they live outslde.
Sut as soon ss a tribe scquires ground it gets filled wp
by natives from the farms.

By matives from privetely owned farms ?- Yes,

What d0 you attribute that to 7= To the desire to be
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their own masters.

In that they are very much like ourselves 7= Tes, [
Suppose 80.

Now, taking your district asx a whole, would you say
that the natives® working on the farms are _nltum t- Wo,
L would not say that.

#hat are the maln causes of discontent 7- Well, the
trouble is with the comtrects. Jay the native has & three
months' contract. Jay he has to start tomorrow. He goes on
for three days and then he starts s beer drink which lasts
three cCays. His contract goes om, bdut invtead of simply
being three months, the time that he has been dArinking is

taken off and he has to go on for six months, Heamwhlile, he
wants %o buy a blanket or something. Ue goes to his deas

and he aske for a pass to be allowed %o go te¢ werk, but the
baas says "0h no, you must finlsh your contract." Then he

is dissatisfled and he thinks he is belag done down. That

is one of the reasons, Them there is also & guestion of his
stock. fls measter cones to him and says "your bull is no
good, you must get rid of It™, He does not llke that, and
agein he is disgontented, and there are many things like that.
Aok uptodate farmer cannot afford %o have s lot of sorudb cattle
and especially serud bulls rosmiag about the farm. Naturally
he kzx cannot.

Yesterday we were told $hat there is s lot of bad
feeling, raclsl feeling, betweesn white snd black in this
area, and one of our witnesses regarded this as belng very
serious. Lave you any diffigoulty like that here 7= | cammct
say that we have that difficoulty. The only thins I know is
that the native is getting more 4ifficult %o handle. Twenty
years ago Lt was a simple thing to e s mative commissioner,
today 1t is not. it is very difficult now. Towadsys they
will not listen, and they get out of hand. The reasen Ls




-838-
the breaking down of the native triial system and substltut-
{ng nothing for 1%. That is the cause of the troudle,
I have 40,000 matives, and how many police have I got 7
if the native does not want to 40 a thing he simply foes not
do it and he defies the police.

Generslly, would you say that the native ls law-
ablding 7= Very much so, otherwise we could not control him
at all.

You would not say thet the relations betwsen white and
blsck in this area have changed for the woree in the last 20
years 7- Yes, . would say that; very much so.

“ould you suggest amything by whiech that could be reme-
died ?- One thiag would be for a proper econtract to be Arsmn
up for the farmers.

You think that the omiseios to 4 thet is ome of the
bigz esuses of the trouble 7- Yes, 1 do.

To refer to the guestion of the ghlief's suthority,
that as you say has beex weakened. Yow, would you like %o see
the chief's suthorlty imoreased 7- Yes.

How would you suggest dolagz that P= At present our
chiefs have only eivil Jurisdiotion. 4z far as | koow thers
are none in the ‘ransvasl who have oriminal jurisdletiom. I
think there are a few in iulaiand, dat I am not sure.

Would you give the chiefs criminal Jurisdietion inm small
matiers 7~ Yes.

ind are there any other ohsnges whiok you would suggest
7- Of gourse, 1%t ir very diffieult to sxplain % = mative the
ll;rcro-o betweaen @ivil and oriminal matters,

It i¢ very difficulty even for Burepeans to understand
it 7= 1%t is more 4ifficultx even for matives.

Would you say that there are any other ways in which
you would ingrease the Chief's authority P= That is ‘he maln
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thing.
What bemefit would you sxpect from that 7= The
tribes would respect the gchlief more, und there would be better

direlpline In the tribve.

Do you think that thers should be oetter dliscipline in
the trive. Yes, gertaiunly; we have taken away somethinz from
then and sutstitated nothing.

MAJUR ANDERSON: Have you go! a Council 7= Jo, ny
people are very sasplolous about 2 Council. They have the sus-
picion that the Couneil woul? take power away from the Chiefs
and the Chiefs are vory much afrald of that at present. They
think that the “oumeil would rob them of some of the little
power which they have at present.

MR, LUCAS: To carry out the ldea of inereasing the
Chief's muthority, you would have to train the chief and you
would have to guide him ?- Yes. At present whers you get
a good chief everything goes all right, bat shere you have a
bad ehief it is hopeless. IMWM—M¢u
more careful about the appolntmemt of the ehief. That is &
very important thigs of course,

Do you think something should be Jone im the selegtlion
of the chief 7= I think soe 1 have had meversl cases.shere
aeting chiefs have beeon appointed. I have leen agminst it
but the tride has been for 18, and they have turned out faile
ares.

Do you think that if the Jovernment were %o appoint a
chief ageinst the wishes of the tribe, would they respect him
1f he were & good chief snd would they secept hinm 7= Yem, If
he were & good chief.

In Iydenburg they were agsinst it ¥= They woulsd say
80 out of loyalty teo the shief,.
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That is a very importent poimt. There sust be a
power on the part of the Govermment not only %o traln Sat to
depose & bad ghief 7= The “sverament can depose & chief now,
if they want %So.

Have your tribe iln your srea made any levies 7- Yem.

For what purpose have they done so 7= VFor the pur-
ghase of land.

And have they been satisfaugtorily paid 7~ ¥We have had
five levies,which were lmposed under Act 15, dealing with
native taxation. 3Seetion 15 provides that the Government can
proglaim a tribal levy provided most of the tribe agree. Tive
of these levies were gollected and where the chlef ls good
we found it emsy but where he 1s 00t cod, 1t ir hepslesms,
The trouble is that we can zet She levy from a sam who has
stock, but there has veen & rullag In the Sdpress Court that
we camnnot imprison sayone for not paying tribal levy. 1% ls
only s eivil matter., Therefors, the youny native who has no
ptosk, =lthough he can afford to pay, simply does not pay.

These farms which you spoxe of as being owned Ly the
trive, they have been bought from the procesds of leviss, i=
not that so 7~ Yes. ZThere i» a cbisf here who has clome on
£2,000 on fixed deposit. That is for zround. He has collee-
ted that himself, but he is a strong chief. What he says ls
law, That is Secoati.

How, as they acquire more farms in this way do you
think that that will have any effect (n prevemtiog the
tribal natives from urbsnleed 7= Yes, I think se.

There will be less Senlenmey for them to settles in the
towns 7= TYes, and that is & moet lmportant thing. This

lud’umn.nmnl ean ®8e, is gelns to be the
s¢lution of xkx a lot of the mative trouvles,

You, yourself, do you favour steps telng tawen %o
weaken the tribal system or to stengthen it ¢- I am in
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favour of strengthening it. You see, we have not pusstituted
anything. We have taken away something, but we have put
nothing in its place.

Have any of your tribe moved out of this ares to
other areas 7= BNo.

Or have any moved into this area from other areas 7-
No, but there are several about %o come inte my area.

Why are they likely to eome ?- There is a crowd of
satives at loornkep, near Niddelburgé They are bduying
ground,

¥hy are they wishing to leave the Niddelburg area ?-
I think there i mo ground for them; that iz the only reasomn.

Now, could you say anything abtoat the health of your
natives in your locations 7= Yes, syphillis is very md. A
very conservative estimate 1s that 15 per cent of the mative
population s my area is suffering from syphillis.

Heve you discuseed that with the medical offigers in
your area ?- Yes, 1 have discussed it very often.

How have you come to form thet lmpression 7= I know
by the number of matives who apply for exemption from taxa-
tion. 4g a rule, I refer them to the District Sargeons.

When I hear that he is syphillitie I exempt him.

Is that the basis of your estimate ?- Yes, that, and
coming into comtaet with natives every day saffering from
syphillie,

You know the ‘kooncord area. Is that in your epinien
better or worme than yours 7= 1 should think it is sbout the
same as mine.

Major Hunt put his estimate very much higher than you
put yours 7- Yes, but [ may say that I am purposely patting
mine low.

The Jane Furse Hospital 1s im your ares 7= Yes, 1t is.

And is the Nedleal Officer thers the ome whom you
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refer to 7= Yes, I referred this matter to the medical offi-
cer, % all the medical people as a matte r of fagh, snd I
pointed out thet the Jane Furze Hospitsl is guite inadequate
for the work which is regaired. it is the only hespital
to deal with 300,000 matives and slso Suropesns,

Do you have & -nm in your arem 7= Yes, we have
quite & number. The Medleal Officer visites them omoe a
week .

Are there suy other diseases prevalent in your area 7-
Yes, malaria in locations like Magallies; 1t ie very bad. I
hade s native doing nothing else this season bSut golng round
and distridbuting quinime., He wrat to places where the
Distriot Surgeon could mt get.

Have you any regord of the mortelity ¥= I could not say
there were about forty deaths reported. Theose were deaths of
which we were more or less sure as Lelng from fever, w

1s that in the whols of your arem T- Yea.

Heve you come aoross any cases of niners' phthisis 7=
Yes, + have come across any number.

Have you axy record of the number ?- JNo, 1 have no
record. You see, a8 S00n as they are dlsgharged from the mine
they go straight hone, btut I gome into contsct with such cases
when they apply for exemptlon from tax, and then I send them to
the doctor.

Can you give us any figures Tue ltuunmqu'
difficult tc estimate. |

You sen: the men alon: to the nedlosl office: and he
potifies you am %o what is the matter 7= Wot mecessarily; mot
always. He may simply say “there is something the matter with
the lunge”, and then he will recommend exemption perhapsi

He does not always may that it is s case of hthisis ?-
Well, sometimes he does, but not always.

When we ask & native where he got 111, he will tull us
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"on the mines” , and you can trmce his histery.zemerally,
and Lf 1t is hie lungs, you ean guess practiesally that
it is miners' phthisis, but I sm afraid that very few ged
compensation.

What i® your ownm opinion, are there many cases of
phthisis smongs the natives who come bsek %o you 7= Yes,
i am afrald there are oy number of them who come back with
phthisis.

Now, let us come %0 the youns ohildrem, is mortallity
very hish among them, or is 1t low ?= Wo, it is high, 1%
1o eppecially high in some parte. Magallies Iocation is high.

Why should that be T~ Well, I think the water is tad.

In gertain parts of the year, ln Jeptember sand Ugtober, whea
the water is at its worst, the mortality 1s heaviest. Yeou
see all the cattle and the atoex in the water ut that time
of the yearx.

Are any steps taken to ilmprove the gomditions there
- Yo, I ¢ mot kmow what steps you can take usless yom
spend & lot of money om bore-holes, sand se on.

And that is likely to got worse and worse from year
to year 7~ Yes, it is likely to g*t worse., A% Fokwanl we
are better off, there is plenty of water, and the death rate
emong chiliren is mot so bad.

Is the death rate high or low there 7- wWell, I
should eatimate that it il low.

Have you anythiog to go on sc as %0 be adle % give
ue sn estimate ar to the peresntage 7= I have oaly got
t he Chief's reporte I acked the ghiefx what was the health
in their location 1like, and he Stells me "last month twenty
or thirty children dled", but we eep 20 statisties, s¢ that
is all I have %o go om.

Approximately, what would e the mumber of ehlldren

in that location ia Pokwani, whers the comdlitions sre bettert-
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?- The population im my location is abou$ 5,000, and of
those 500 or 600 are echildren,

Thet would make your twenty or thirty rather high
?- Not there. |Magalies is worse.

What 15 the death rate at Fokwani ?- It is very
small in a way. Zhey do not report anything like twenty
or thirty dying in a month.

Have you got san adequates number of schools for the
ohildrenr in the locatlion P= Yes, thers are any number of
mission schools.

Do they provide suffigient schooling for the needs
of the location T- Yes, the grievance amony the natives is
that they want a GCoverhment ‘echool.

Do you know why that shoul? be seo 7- There are
seversl ressons. YPo 1 have been agitating for at
Mooifontein, There you have an English Chureh sghool, @&
Wesleyan Shurech and a lutheran Churshe. All have mchools
within a few hundred yards of one another and these chil-
dren between the varlous churches<there is always frig-
tion among the various memberm of the churches, shigh
should not be of course.

And does that extend to the chlldrem ?- [Natarally,
they take the paremts' part.

That ie very serious 7- 1% is most gcertainly. That
15 one of the reasons why they asted for = Joverameant Sehool
and 1% is one of the reasons given by the chiefs, and the
second reason given us why we should have a Soverament school
is this: "we would have a betier chance of mstting better
education if they were all imn ome sohool™. The chlefs said
to me that they had a mumber of thelr people who were hesthens
and they do not want %o 40 %o chureh schools. If there
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were a Sovernment school they would so there, but now they

do mot g0 at all.

Is there a keen desire smong the nativee ia your

location for eduestion 7= Yoee, there lo.

¥ould tha: be 2 reason &t ssy time for satives want-
"ing to leave the private farms begause they csanct get edugs-
tion there 7= That is one reas'n among the Christisn natives

eertainly.

Is there any sign in your ares of the missions co-
ordinating im thelr werk ¥= Ne, I tried to get them %o
co-ordinate In this instanee, bat so far without any sucoess.

The polnt you meanticned is s very serlous oze fiom

any pol-t of view 7= Yes it is, I now.

18 thers maoch serious erime in your location 7= Ne,
! shall Just show you. 1 have jurisdigtion over the
natives there as magistrate. Ian seven m I have had
#ix or seven stock theft omses. But 1t la outmide my area,
where the satives are not under trital @isclipline, that
rtoct theft ls a very common offence. Then we have the
trek-boers. They bring im some fifty or sixty thousamd
sheep, and I do mot think there hv’o teem more thsm ome or

two iostanges where shesp have been stolen. /nd that is in

the midet of & native area.

You sttridute that entirely to @lseiplime ?- Yes,
and to another ressom. The matives under their customs will
never steal in their own leocations. They do mot steal the
grain on the lands, but you get farsers away from the loeca-
tioms and they tell you that the natives steal wholssale,

They steal the mealles away froa the lands,

Thy do not they stesl In their own landef- wkypxis

Y- Begause they are afraid of thelr shief.

¥hy 4o they steal from the Zuropeans' lands 7- well,

there they need not be afrald of their chiet,

The farmers

|
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run to the polloe, but the polécemmn finde It preastically
imposritle to cateh a mative for stealins mealles in the
middle of the uight.

1 have heard it sald that the maln resson for »toek
theft 1s the lnadequeoy of the wages f= 1 have heurd that
given us the reason, but [ do not know.

Boes that apply to your natives ¥-= ¥o, 1t does not
apply to my part. You see, most of our natives go out %o
worke. They 4o not work loecally.

Now let us come to this question of native taxation.
The taxation which the natives have %o pay, what is (te
offegt on the native labour supply ¥ Would many of the
natives go out 1f they did not have to puy taxes ¥= Ne,
they would mot. The lavour sgents sll advacce monsy, the
satives waut to stay at home a few sonths, but unless they
pay taxes they get rum in. o they 0 $0 a labour sgent
and they got an advance and they pay thelr tu-ua.‘
home for s few momths. Bat Lf it were not for the tax
drivins him out he would ot go. , e

What is the sort of tax that drives him out 7=  wWell,
there Lz o heavy tax on goode used oy the nstives. For l1n-
ttnun; on sotton Llankets and w0 om,.

. How many blaakets would yoda ray that & mative man
would use for himself im a year ?- The men do sot use i$,
the m'n wear clothes, as we 3o, bat he women and childre
are the ones who get cottom Llanzets.

At Hegtorspruit we were 10ld that the mative wmomen
gould ¢uly afford to buy cheap blasnkets, bat that the men

wore heavy ones P= o, Shut is not 20 herve. In Zamateoland
the storekeepere Bell mecy ruge, but wt here,

What would be the maln artieles of native trade lere

?- 1 should say cotton blaunkets, ploughe, sgriculiopal
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implements, pote and pass, snd sugar, sand such things. And
they buy a lot of scap %0o.

THL GHAINWAN: Do they buy & conslidersble gusntity ;
of mosp 7= Yes, 1t is s remarcable thing the (usntity |
of sosp they buy inm Basitolaud from the stores., All the
compani ee have travellers in Saszutoland, and the various
soap people do s bls trade there. They sell any amount of

SUBPe

Mi, LUGAS: Is thers anything peeullar in your area
about *he method of distributing the lsnd ?- o, it is
zenerslly one old pe reen mppointed by the tribs, snd ll!
continuer doinmg it antil he e lnseapsile of esarrylng om
any lon,exr, The ghief does mot do 1%,

ind is there any dissatisfaetion amoug the vatives
themmelves 7= Well, 1 zot a lot of appeals.

Do they appeal to you = Yes, _

What is the type of complslnt which you get?- Well,
it 1o this way. The head of the kraal gets & certain area
as belonslog %o hime Thie ie hie land, A= the land gets 5
ploaghed up there may be a little near him krasl which is . '
"ot ploughed, ané then somebody ploughs 1t and he complaius.

Do they have the same plot every year 1= Yes, L
prasticzlly. ZThe heat of course distribates the land smongst
his own family. I.

Does the head keep the sare portion = Yes, where

1% i® sllotted it La given for goued,
Row, . want t0 ask you a few questions sbout the

sffects of native gustons om the avallebility of labour %o

the farmers. The native customs sppwszxfm Interiere to some
extent with the employment of natives. Flret of all there

&re Lhe clreumcision sghools 7= That is ohly emee in four

years of course.

Can you mentiom any customs whilch sffect the
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relations of natives and Surcpesns ?- Yo, those are the
only two, unless you refer to beer drinke and =0 on.

DR, BOBERYTS; You heve had a gremt deal of exper~
fence in varioue parts of the Tranevaal. M you thisk the
native ¢ould live om what he sarns on the farme and else-
where if the children 4id not o out to work 7= Yes, 1
think so. After all, the ehildren very meldom bring any
money bome.

But they return money 7- Very seliom.

What mbout the young men whoe ¢ out to the ainesl-
That is & different proposition. In most of the lecations
they could not live unless theme men went out teo work om
the ulnes,

That ir to saym, that the nativey would be bankrupt
1f the young men 4id not go out to the mimes to work ?-
Thet 1= so.

Therefore, his golng out to the mines is & secessity
7= Yes.

ind nothing that we can do will change that ?- Quite
2. !

je 1% is futile to try sad chanve it 7- You csn |
make 1t less Uy giving them more ground.

But the amount ¢of ground is nod safficlent 7= Ne.

ltua necessity 1a the economy of thinge for the
young =an %o go out - Yes.

Tow, let us take passem. Do you $himk the syetea of
paseces could ve modified in any way 7= Yes, very much so
iz thelr own areas, in the native areas.

Now in what way could that system be modified 7- Well,
I shall try and explain it. A% present I have s location here.
it ie surrcunded by Ruropesr farmers. A native steps out of

the locatiom and he can ilmmediately be run in by the policemsn.
He is contravening the pams laws, and he i wandering about
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without a pass,. 1t ls not really necessary to have a
strict pass law in the mative aress.

Like the Trauskei?- That is sc, It is only whem a
native goes out %0 wrk in a labour sres or going from my
district % some other district, for instance, that he
should have a pass,

Do you think his regeipt for his poll tax would be
suffieient 7= Yes, it would be sufficient in the native
area dut not out of the native area.

Yod gave us your opiniom that the Councils If estab-
lished should met take the place snd the power of the chiefs
- .

iad you think that If the chlefs got more pover
things woull be better 7- Yes, [ think se.

iad they -uit have erimioal Jurisdigtion 7= Yes,
provided you have a good type of man, i

You kmow that in Seehaalsnd ixz they have eriminal
3nruhotlu.m that is the worst pert of South Afriea T-
In Bechuanaland you have a lower type of native.

in Bechuamaland they all have eriminal Jurisdietiosn,
even in the Cape part 7-, I thimk you are wroog there. In
the Unlon part there are only very few chiefs who have
eriminal jurisdiction. :

Ko, they have certaln eriminal jurisdiction, sand
thet is the worst part of Bechuanalsnd 7- | agree llﬁ you.
The worst labourers . have seen come from Sechuanaland.

Une would think that where ghiefs should have erimin-
sl Jurisdietion and full powers === ?P=~ Jhere you have 2
esul table chief.

Where eouncils have bLeen sstablished, as in the
Transkel, there you have the highest type of native; i mot
that so 7= Yes.

“0 that my argument that giving the chiefs more
power woull not have bed effegts ie quite sound ?- Yes,



-850~
I think so, but at the seme time you must remeamber this, that
conditions In the Tranckel are entirely different from what
they are¢ in the Trausvasl.

it one time they were not. Iy memory of the
Tfranskel goes back fifty years. In that time what with
wars and other troubles they were a very ¢ifficult lot Se
manage 7= Yeos, uado@ibtedly that is so.

Now let us get ‘o another poiat. I you net think
the native has a business head 7- I do not.

Do you think he has had opportunities 7- Well, I
say thle, his training has not been for business.

Becaume . want to tell you that I have met natives who
have very good business instingts ?- | kmow of very few, iu
fact 1 do not know of oney who has made a suecess of basinees.
Have you ever met one who has made a sucoess of 147

Yes, 1 need not give you the nemes. Now you do mot
think that they have not had an eopportunity ?- In Basutoland
they are the only people who eam zeot & liecenge, but mone of them |
that I know of have been a success so far, and they are HIIM‘I
to be among the better glass of natives in the Unlon.

At some institutions, ! do not inow whether you are
aware of it, the natives are trained in business habits 2= 1
do not know of any such instirutions in the Tramsvasl.

But down Jouth ?- Yes, 1 suppose 'n.

With regard to the amount of taxes that you draw, would
you say that you bring in aboat 28,000 7= Yes, that is adout
the smount of the local tax. That ir Just the Z1l. There i3 a
local tax of 10/~ for all the location natives, but that 1s
not included,

ind to go back o what 1 sald at the beglaning, you de
not think that that £8,000 would be collected unless they wenmt
out to work 7= That is ®.

1t is colleoted because the youns mem g0 outl 7= Yeu.

Really, the egomomic cltustion im that these men comnld
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not pay the tax without the younms men golng out 7- That
i3 mo.

And that is the ghief reason for thelr golng oat 7-
it i» one of the chlef reasons.

If they became bankrupt that would be the ghlef reason.
1f the natives goul! mot get that £8,000 they would be bankrupt,
thyuulnt).qu 7= Yes, I suppose so. The position is
that they heve to work la oxder to earn the money.

¢ the native has %o zo out to get this mouney and when
he goes out he gets 1% 7= Yes, and he has %o go out %o get |
elothes, too, and so on. The tax is ouly & small part of what
he earnn, we must be clear on that . |

Quite ®so. Now, 'imees you bave been in this distriect )

have you seen any great improvement in the gomdition of the
natives 7- No, I have sesn very little Lmprovemsnt.

Would that be due to the poverty of the people 7= 1%
18 largely due to the land belng worked out, snd also to the
popalation inereasing..

So that it would be a nesessity to get more lanmd 7= Yes.
That question is very easily proved in Susutolend. ! Sreding
station in the low land in Sasutoland is worth nothing Soday
whereas in the past it was worth thousands. 11 they get
today are the crops, and the same apjliss here. q

Is i% due to the cppoesltion of the missionaries that }
you have been prevented from haviag these big common sghools 7=
Yes.

Then how does a man like Pashlole get his sschool 7= I
do mot think he had these three bis mission sshools.

He has five 7= Yes, bDat he di¢ not aetually have
missionaries living there.

He had the Wesleyans and others 7- Yes, but they
were natlives who were livimg there. Here you have the white

!
|
mlos lonaries. Pashlele, t00, was & very strons chief and i
he could mauage 1% as & result of the Influsngs which he had. ll
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Then they could also mansge it in this way - they simply
took their childre: away from the miscion sechools.
Do you think that 17 other ghlefs would do the mane
that they would mansge 1t ?- Yes,
0f course, Pashlele was a man of fine quality 7- Yes.
DR, FOURIE: We have heard here of the native who
has %o go to work. They have to go to work iz order %o help 1

their tribe 7= TYes.
Do they all bring money back to their kraals 7¥- Yes.

ire there any cases where they bring mothblug tack P=-
Yes, there are many.

But thers are cases where they have %o Lorrew money
in order to get back home ¥~ Very few.

Do you know of cases of young natives working om the
forme who when the g¢ircumeision school starte simply walk
off and csunot be stopped from golng there 7~ Yes.

Tou have differesat tribes here in your district 7- Yes.
Ue have the Mopogex and others as well,

In Lydenburg we had complaintis that the native chlefs _
41d not like thelr followers to leave to go and work elsewhers,
is that so here too 7~ Yes.

There were complaints too of nmatives golng away and
stealing & lot of things wherever they mm went 7= Yes, we
have these complaints here too of natives goling away and
stealing. A lot of them are guilty of that kind of thing.

Now who are the beet workers that you have ot here ?-
‘he Mandabella are the best workers.

Now, in agriculture: there are a lot .of natives '
that follow improved methods. There are natives who still
#tick to thelr old habits 7~ Yes.

%hile others again follow the methods of the white men

7= Yes. |
Lgve you moticed that matives following asricaltural ’
pursults take on European methods 7~ Yesn.
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Do you notige that in various ways they still stick
to their old superstitions in regard to agriculture 7 Are
there any of the natives here who do that - Yes, quite a
mamber of them.

And others again do not do that and stick to uptodate
me thods 7= Yes.

Have you noticed that in regard to some of these old
superstitions a number of the natives are still adhering
to sach things as the doctorimg of seed and land 7~ No,
that happens only very rarely now. Uf course, at same
places they ocanmot start ploughing xkx until the chief has
told them they can do s0. They cammot start ploughing
before they see their witeh-doctor and 1t happens sometines
that by waiting in that way they start too late.

There are habits and customs which are still being
persisted im 7= No, that is only very rare, but at the
same time there are places where one does come agross that.

Do you think that detribalization ls still continulng
and that it is getting more and more 7= Yes, that is going
on everywhere, even in the locsations one finds that goling
one There are quite a murber of m tives who are buying
land and leaving the tribe.

¥e have been told $hat quite a number of young matives
have left the locations to go %o the towns, being sttfagted
there by the lure of the cities. But another reason has
been given, and that ls that the economiec pressure has
forced these natives to leave the rural areas. What would
you say would be the greatest cause, the stirsctions of the
towns or the esconomic pressure 7- I should say that the
two are sbout equal.

In regard to the missionaries im your district are
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they opposed to the circumeision sehools for these young
natives ?- Yes, they are opposed to it,

And what about the lobolo system ¥- Well, there are
a number who are opposed to 1t, but there are some who look
upon it as a good thing.

Have you also notiged that vensreal diseases are
met with more smong the semi-civilised natives than among
your tribal natives ?- No, I camnot say that; it is about
the sape with 21l of them.

What is the poeition in regard %o beer drinking and
beer brewing? Is $here a great deal sold ?7- Yes, whenever
they get a chance they will drink beer and whenever they
have got a good erop they drink more.

Do they sell beer ¥- Ho, the law does not allow
them; they are not suppesed to.

Bat they do it all the same ?- Yes, they do it
all the same; but not on a large scale. Quite a number of
their chiefs pay it is illegal, and for that reason they
will not allow them to sell kaffir beer in the locations.

At Rletkloof they camnnot sell any at all.

MR, LUCAS: You said that the number of natives in
the location was increasing 7- Yes.

Now, is that a natursl inorease or is it dae to
immigration ?= That is the naturasl inerease. There are two
ressons for that. The one reason is that the farms are
Zetting smaller and the Nuropeans themselves want the ground
and they have not got room for large stocks of natives om
their farms,

Now, is there a natural increase through an excess
of birth over death ?- Yes, thers undoubtedly.is.You can
See by the number of kraals going up sll over the place.

Are there natives in these kreaals who have been
Previously residing in the location ?- Yes, . know vy my
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books. 1t has shewn a progressive lngrease over Some years,
and there are very few natives coming in from the Pretoria
vistriet for imstance. There may be an off one here and
there, but my books show a progressive ingrease over seven

years.
Might not that ilnmgrease be due emtirely %o natives

coming in from elsewhere f~ Mo, [ can count them on my
fingers the natives coming in from other &lstricts. Every
native coming in from another distriet hae %o have his
clearance pass from the district he comes fTrom.

To you eep a record 7- Yes. The number 18 very
emall, and not worth bothering about.

How, in regard to the position of old people among
the natives, is that am satisfagtory uow as 1Y used t be 7= We.

What 1s the charge 7- The youmyg native has not
the same respect for the old native as he ased %o have.

I put it down to the breskdown of tribtal customs.

I was thinkiug more of provisions for the old and
aged. Is there not am old custom that when a men gete old
his family will sapport him in his old age 7- Well, that
is not s0 to the same extent ss it used to be, (f course, you
4o not get aay real poor mative among the natives. They
support each other. It ile quite understood that the
family will not allow asother member of the family %o starve
and you gel nothing of thate Im my distriet I have bad only
one application in regard to a mative who was down and out
and had nothing.

Have you sny towns in your area P- Mo,

That is likely first of all %o be a town proebdlem ?-
Yes,

DR, ROBERTS: VYan you indieate how it has come sbout
that Loys are used in Zuropean houses here and in the pouthern
parts of South Africa they use girls emtirely and boys are
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never allowed to enter the house ?- Yes, Here the native
will not hllow his childiren to go into domestic service.
The families here are very much againt it.

And therefore they engage boys 7= Well, they
can ouly get boye.

Yes, but they will only let the boys g0 - the
fathers and the mothers will only allow the boys to g ¥- Yes,

0 that is from the native polnt of view rather
than from the Suropean poimt of view 7= That is so.

Why should 1% be that from the very start iu the
whole of the Cape Provinge ounly girls are ured in domestic
service 7= Well, I suppose that the nmatives there are not
as keen as keeping the women apart from the whites as they are
here.

It might be that the natives prefer it. Hers they want
to keep the girls at home 7= Juite so. Hsre they do not want
them to go into domestic servige.

But would it not be an excellent thing if the girls ‘.
eould go into domestic serviee instead of the boys - If the “
practice here gould be reversed 7- Yes. The employing of |
native girls 1s going on every day mow. As the pressure -
the sconomic pressure - begomes greater you find that the girls
go out. Then, further, there is this, with the sdvent of the
Christlan native it seems to be that the greater desire, or
should we say & greater necessity, i» ecreated for the girls
to go out to work. I am now referring to girls who are golng
out into domestic mervice. As & matter of fagct, the farmers
too now want girls. People cannot get them im the stads
80 they go to the labour areas to gzet them. Things are very
different today from what they used to de.

You see that change going on 7= Yes, 1 do.

And do you welcome 1t P~ Yes, 1 certainly weloone 1%,
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you see for ome thing it will release so many more boys. I
do not think 1t is a good thing to have native boys wor king

in domestic service.

MR, LUCAS: You have heard what happens inm other
areas where women go out as day lsbourers for harvesting
and such classes of work., Do you have the same sort of thing
here 7- Yes, we have a few cases like that. Sometimes they
cut wheat and s0 on, and at threshing time.

DR, FOURIE: But the farmers - do you employ the
boys or the girls in the kitchens ?7- Nostly girls or
plecanins. A farmer does not use a big mu-u: on his
farm. :

MR, MOSTERT: You have in this area 192,000 acres of
arsble ground ?- !’u..

And you tell us that it ie only the old men and women
who work those lands ?- Yes, and the children,

1t is obvious that the yield per amore ls very small
?-, That 1s so. .

Fow 1f a number of thome boys who g0 out to the Reef
%o work could be induced to help, to stay here, would not that
improve matters 7- Yes, it certainly would.

A yield of five bags per acre is also very small if
the lands are properly worked 7- 1 do mot follow.

A yleld of fiwe bags, would that be big ?- Yes.

It 1e owing to the land being badly worked == 2= Jnd
worked out.

£t is due to that there is mo yleld per acre ?- Yes.

Your surplus labour comld be used on the land ?- Yes.
I do mot quite follow.

And therefore that area would bring you in about
one million bags, which would be sufficient to keep thome

people 7~ Yes, it would keep those pscple who are there.
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You have, in other words, a redundant population
as far as your s0il is conoerned ?- To a certain extent, yes.
It is very difficult to say.

There are roughly about 8,000 of your boys away work-—
ing ?- No, between 5,000 and 6,000 boys - sdalts; the 8,000
are our taxpaying natives.

Well mow, if omly 1,000 of these boys were to remain
in the location 7- Yes, but do mot forget t__i_}n. 1,000
of these boys would have to have ploughs and proper instru-
ments with which to work. Of course, if they have they would
i mprove matters. ‘

If they would only improve their methods in the right
direetion ?- Yes, if they did that they could undoubtedly
inerease the yleld very considerably. :

THE CHAIRMAN: You kmow that there Ll 8till normally
in foree a law by which no-ome c¢an have more than five fam-
illes on hie land 7= Yesa. |

Is that still working ?- No.

Are there cases where farmers have ltn than five

— i~

families on thelr land ?- Yes. o

Is the labour force on some of these farms ecomomi-
cally used ?- Yes, I should say that farmers in a big way
use thelr lsbour forece quite economically and they get the
best out of it.

Lave you cases here where one farm is oceupied by
natives on & labour tenancy basis, that labour to be given
on another farm ?- Yes, we have that.

Is that common 7- Yes. You will get a rich high
veld farmer from Sethal or irmelo who owns a farm down there
and he gets a farm here for his native labour.

The natives who use cattle for buying land, do
they over-graze that grghd when they have bought 1t ?- Yes,
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I am sorry to say they do.
They are in a positiom to keep sufficient cattle to

over-graze - Yes,

50 that the fact of their sellins cattle with a
view to buying land does not really stop over-grazing ?- No;
I have a striking instange here. At Rietkloof during
the last seven years I have been trylng to make them buy
ground, but the Chief being weak they have not zot to that
stage. Last year out of 5,000 head of cattle they nust have
lost between 1200 and 130, and those 1200 l: 1300 head
eould have bought them a farm and they would have saved all
this, but, as you kmow, you cannot reason 'l}b & native. iHe
has not sot any business instinet.

Yes, that is =0, but after all the natives regard
their cattle as a bank, is mot that so ?- Yes, and loboloe.

Do not they realise that they are breeding cattle to
be killed in the mext drought 7= No, they A&;_:_nt. You get
the same at Geluk's location, where they m m-uu of
cattle, .

¥i, LUCAS: MNajor Hunt cuuld have saved them their
losses had he been allowed to sell ?- Yes.

The natives were willing to sell ?7- Yee, 1 know,
but here the natives do not want to do that.

THE CHAIRWAN: It is xxzzse the csse thet in droughts
they lose large numbers 7= Yes. 7

0f skxx course, those droughts somewhat restore the
balance between stock and ecarrying capeeity ?- Yes, that is
80. Before dipping, of course, disease kept om reducing the
numbers, but now we have compulsory dipping in the lication
and we do not find that =0 much nowadaye.

The native has not realised that fact, has he ?7- Wo,
he has not. In the pastx at Schoonoord there was no iipping

and the cattle simply keptzamixingz on dying, but whea the
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dipping was brought in they Llnoressed by thousands.

S0 it really comes to this, that the 2ip has engour-
s ed over-grazing 7- Yes,

I sam not suggesting that you should not dip., Land
w«hich has onge been dlstriduted is claimed for the Life of the
san who has it 7= Yes.

In yoar area does that csuse a lot of land to lie wastel-
Yes, a certaln amount. You seex the overflow from the loca=—
tions all 20 %o the farms, amd $Shey refain their rizht to the
land in the 1l cation and they even have & hut there, and they are
2111 registered as living Im the location, although they are not
there. They do not want %o forego the privilage of living there,
and it ie ouly a® a result of élroumstances that they are foreoed
$0 go out. They retain all their rights.

They are absentee owners f- Yes.

Aad they have ear-marked their ¢laim ?- Yes, To show
how strong the foree of eircumstanges is, 1f they are registered
in the locatiom they have to pay 10/- lieal tax and £l. Rather
than registering themselves on the farm where they only pay £1
they keep thelr reglstration is the lication and they pay 30/-.

That i» claim ligence 7= Yes.

Those lands are not oultivated, but they are gramed
over by the stoek of the location generally 7= Yes. In cer-
tain parts onge the land ils ploughed it never has the same
grazing value as before. That is an experience which mauy have
had,

But when over-grazing takes place the land is trodden
out and the value is dlminiskhed for all purposes 7= Yes, that
is so.

And it reduces the carrylug capaclity of the reserves f7-
Quite, that mast be so, mstarally.

With the type of agriealture whioh is now Weing earried
on by natives, and with the conditions as &ke % relsfall and
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eircumstances affecting agriculture generally in your area,
do you think your area can carry the population whieh is
domiciled there 7- [Hot in the native locations.

1 am referring to native reserves. Therefore, if
that population has to be nni“. on that lend improved
methods of sgriculture snd stoek-farming are needed 7- Yes,
quite so. You gannot 10 agalast nature. In those loecs-
tions in my area they have a ralnfall of ten to twelve in-
ches, which is not Ly any means esough. It 1o not enough
to get a good mrop. 1t does not matter what the condltions
are unless you get the ralm from asbove, and unless you have
the raln from above you will not get § erop. If they have
a large area that can keep stock they are better off under
the right conditions., It is the worst district n-.m oy
tax, for the simple reason that we have had droughts and
there is no price for cattle, sheep or goats. In the oldea
days when they wanted %o pay their pay, or if they were
short of food, they simply sold a beast. That is the prinei-
pal reasom why the old men come to me, They tell me that
they cannot pay, and they say "we cannot get any priee for
our cattle.”

In those locations would you say that the land is
being worked as well as it could be in the clrcumstisnces ?-
Yes. You might lmprove it a bit. By better ploughing you
misht retain the moisture more. One year you could plough
it over,and leave it fallow; the next,you could do detter.

Aud by having retation crope 7= Yes, you would do
better still.

Does that alsc apply to stoeck-rearing ?- Yes, if you
could let it lie idle for a few years you would of course get
better graszing.

That would require an extensive alteration of native
methods ?- Yes, I have seen it done. land is left %o rest
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for a few years and then it is not the same land, Now the
land cannot be any good begamse it is stamped down at once
and 1t cannot bear anything on 1t. The ares is blank even
if you get good rains today. That is the whole troubls.
Lverythilng is trodden dow: and troddem out.

With regard to the rest of the area, Llmppoved methods
of sgrieculture wouldzeffect & great deal ?- In some parts.
In Pokwanl, for instange.

Agriculture in those parts is still very primitive 7=
Yes, very mich 0. If they all manured the land they could
inorease their grops and they would de a great deal better.

If they farmed on the basis of the average Europeans
that would #t111 inerease the crops considerably 7= Yes, in
certain parts.

You sald that one of the reasons for the bad crope
i® that the men go away 7- Yes.

Do you think that the men practise tetter methodes
than the women do 7« The native works with a cultivator
and he sees the use of deeper ploughlas. He has learced that,

Do they plough properly 7- Some do.

Do many do 80 T They are mostly away, but If they
are at home, some do,

We found in other districts that when the native comes
back to the farm, although he knows these thiags, he simply
falls beck into his old ways and old habits?- Yes, the major-
ity of them do this, but some do met.

Then again, the natives will have to be tralned to
apply these ideas of better methods to their ows ground 7-
Yhom are you golng to train - the sen or the women? The
man of coursé must go to work.

Well, 1 am not 2 famer, but 1t seems %o me that it
would be possible to tralu the mem %o do better work ?- If you

« that hn'ttam:g may help.
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The mere bringing in of the mem would not improve the
yield ?- No, 1% is not that. You must improve the methods ot‘
working.

Fow, you told us that there is = little eredit given
as between the stores asnd the matives ?- That is so.

On what basis do they do buriness ?- lMostly im eash,

afhid exchange in mealles and grain. ,

Do they use ¢ash to any great extent 7- Yes. DNatives
who come back from their work generally have money with them.

Comparing cash with exchange, whieh would be the most
important? Would the bulk of the trade be done in cash or in
exchange 7= 1 should sey that most of the trade is donme in
cash.

Not in exshange of grain 7= No. They do not
produce enocugh for themselves, but of course this year they
have produced enough, but ordinarily they do not.

The natives who have bought ground of their own, can
one say that they are individaally better off than the average
natives ?- Yes, they are much better off; <there io no compari-
son.

In their mode of living, do they live very much bet-
ter 7- Yes, they have their tea, and coffee, and sugar; they
live in square hats, and gemerally speaking their mode of
living is very much better.

Bo they wear better clothing ?- Yes,

ind do they have furniture ?- Yes, they even zo in
for beds.

And do they go in for travelling 7- Hot to any ex-
tent.

Are there any ways in whieh they approximate more
to the ‘uropean modes of living ?- Yes, in their farming
methods they do,te a large extent.
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No, in their mode of living 7= They spend more, and
they have more to spend.

MR. LUCAS: Do they have a vanking ascount 7- Ome of
them has,

THE CHAIRMAN: Are there asy other respects 7- They
dress better, they buy vetter implements, ploushs and so on,
and they go in for tea and sugar.

Comparing them with the reas-mably well-to-do Chief
1iving under tribdal conditions, would you say that they live
better thanm the ehief 7= Well, the chief has meat every day
if he wante 1%; he can afford to have it, and he has what he
wants. Sut these people alsc live very well.

But as regards things whioh have %o be bought at the
shop?- 1 should say that they spend more than the shliefs,
although all my chiefs are givilised. You do mot get the
\lanket type any morei he has gone.

Even then they spen! more than the chiefs ?- Well,

I do not know, the chief here spende as much as any of them,

But you are mentioning rather exceptional chiefs 7-
aite so; some of the chiefs even have motor-gars,

it is an exoeptiomsl chief 7= (h no, there are gulite
a few like that. .

And they live like these natives who sre individual
owners T~ liost of my chiefs of course are actiing chiefs,
they are not proper chiefs, and the seting chief ganmot spend
the tribal money in the same way as a chief can,

Do you think that a semi-edugated native is a factor
in weakening tribal authority ?- Yes, I do.

Ee hae not the same respect for the tribal customs as
the other people have 7= 1 should think that he iguores them
o a large extens.

You esld Just now that some natives 40 mot want to o
home without momey. IDoesthat happen frequently ?- _ Yes,
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That they do mot save enough money in the towm %o
come home 7= Yes, most of the natives when they come back
from work take asdvances straight away from the labour agents.
They come back today, and zo tomorreow to the labour agenmts
to borrow money. They do mot want to o home empty: that
iz the position.

Why do you think that they go empty to the labour
agents 7- Secause there 18 no-one else they caas borrow
money from.

Yhy 40 not they have any monet; they have bLeen
earning money ?f- They have spent thelr money in clothes and
on taxes.

And they want to have some cash to bring home 7-
Yes, and they may want to buy food or a present for their
wives.

Do you think many stay away entirely because they
have no money 7= om.ﬁ—lor do.

Do you think that that may be an lmportant gmuse
of detribaligzation ?- Yes.

Do you kunow whether women living in urban loca-
tions like Mwiddelburg go to the krsals for their counfine-
ment 7~ . could not sayj 1t ls out of sy suxkzaek dlistriet.

About the appoimtment of chiefs; if the Joveramemt
deposed a bad chief in the direct line of desgent, and
appointed another man who is & cood chief, how would the
tribe reagt ?- In the olden days they would not have
agreed, but . think they are bteginming to realise that it is
better to have mo chief at all than a vad ome,

But if they are given another chief ?- Well,
they are bveginning to realise that 1t is better %o have a
go0d chief than a bad one.

The sentiment that ""bloed of blood" Lis beglmning
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?- No, . 4o mot think thet would work. You see you would
have to give him the same powers as a chief,

1n dealing with petty erimes, stoek-thefts, thefts
of growing erope, ete, do you think the sdvantage of x the
tribal discipline lesds to easier detestiom ?- Yes, I think
80.

And to more direet application of Jjustice 2- am they
see i%t, of course 7- Yes.

What sort of penslties do they infliet 7~ Oenerally
they fine them a beast.

Even for the theft of of erops and things like that
?- Yes. | have one example in ny mind ia regsrd to the
different methods, 1t is in regard to the gase of a well-
known Zuropean in Basatoland. A young native whom thet
European had known from & child was cheecy %o him. This
young native came bagk from the Hand and eheeked him, and
eventuslly the Zuropean gave him a good hidimg. Well, the
young native reported the matter to the chief and the m
wrote to the man, He asked the Furopean whether he wanted
the case to go before the Commissioner at Maseru or whe ther
he was prepared to sccept his (the Chief's) Jurisdiction.
The white men agreed to sccept the Chief's Jurisdiction.
Well, the case was heard and the chief fimed him £1 for
beatins the native, and then he fined the native £1 for
being cheeky to the white mam. Zhere is a tremendous aif-
ference Detween our methods and theiras.

DR, ROBERTS: Did the chief get both the sovereigns
T~ Yes.

IE:IR::: the boys who abscond; do they send money
home ?- No. Once the Wy has gone he never sends saything
home. You can say that that is the genersl rule.

1 am talking of the young lads who abscond ?- 1o,
they do not send anything home either.

There is snother point I want to put % you, can you
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often find 7= Uo, that i¢ an exeeption.

Now, there is & great deal of diseontent among the
natives. Is mot that perhaps due to the effeet of the
stoppage of tribal wars, better hygienic methods, ete.,
and also because of the growth of the Iuropean populsation,
the gonfines are being narrowed and they ean mo longer
trek so extemsively from one place %o another, as they used
to do in the past ?- Do I understani thst you think that
thet ls one reasom of the discomtent 7

Whet I would mean is this, do they feel that they
have not got the same room about them ?= Yes, they certainly
do that. I have known in several cases they say "we are
all closed in nowy we are in & krasl now." |

Mi. LUGAS: When you sald that the population was
40,000, 414 you include in that the 5,000 or 6,000 who are
away 7= Yes. e

Tax tours have been disgomtinued ?- Yes.

Do you think it is a gool thisg ?- o, it is & bad
thing.

Why do you say that 7- Well, in the first plage so
far we have not been getting the revenue. b

You lose more revemue than you save through not tra-
velling 7= Yes.

You lose much more 7- Yes, a ,;-.., desl more.

and for what other season is it bad ?- Well, most
of my dietrict is a farming distriet. When I zo out colleot-
ing taxes | go round and 1 hear whatever grievanges people
have, I hear the grievances that natives have, snd in similar
ways [ hear the grievances which the farmers have., If you are
on the spot you can bring both parties together, and you often
can find a way of settling matters. Well, now that the tax
tours have been sbolished you cannct do that any more. The



-87 -
patives themselves have mny disputes sbout their lands or
about their chiefs. If you ere on the spot and held s meet-
ing you get into toueh with the natives, and you do mot do
thet nowe I have to vielt the lecmtbions of sourse, but that
ie a different thing. When you mre on & tax tour you are
there for two or three days ou the spot and you have your talks
with the zatives and you find out everything, but now you get
away as 8004 &S you oan.

You think 1t is false economy in every way f- Yes.

How do you let the natives in your ares kmow of any
change in the law affecting them 7= [ hold & meeting of all
the chiefs and any of the natives who wish to come can do so.
" 4% is compulsory for the chiefs %o come.

NAJUR ANDERSON: This large number of natives who go
out to work,l suppose that a ecertala proportion go quite
willingly 7= Yes.

They want t0 go for the variety of things?- Well,
there is very little foreed labour. It i= only circumstanges
that meke them go, xkxxxy shortage of money to pay thelir tax
with.

Is the proportion that goes out willingly lsrger than
the proportion that is foreed out by economic pressare ¥- Oh,
the willing proportion is the larger .

12 they had more land and thers was more food,dmd the

reserves oould carry more, a large anumber would still go out 7-
Yes, a large number would s %111l 40 out, but not %o the same ex-
tent.

[HE COMMISSION AT THIS STAGE ADJOURNED FOR LUNCH.



THE CHAIRMAE: Youw are Town Clerk of Niddelburg 7- Yes.

Have you an urban mative location here 7- Yes.

Has that been proelaimed under the Urban Areas iot ?=
Yes.

Well, we shall be pleased if you will give ae an
indieation of the conditions under which natives are allowed
%o live in the location 7= We have forty elght Munieipal
houses there. These houses were built by the Nanielpality
some meny years ago, and they ars let to the satives at & ren-
tal of 7/6d. per month., Then we have stands which we let to
the natives and we allow them to bulld their own houses on thu‘
stands. There are 165 of these stands which at present are let.
The siands are let at & reatal of 2/éd. per month. The na-
tive can build his own houme there.

0f what materials ars the houses built ?-= The houses
which the iunieipality has built are constructed of wood and
iron. They are not lined, nor have they a celling.

Are all the stands of the came mize ?- Yes, all the
stends are of the same size.

What i= the size, ean you tell us ?= The stands are
120 x 60 feet.

Now, do these patives pay anything else to the
Mgnielpality in addition to the fees of which you have told us
?- Yes, we render a sanitary service for which esch man
who rents a stand pays 2/- per month.

ire there separste latrines for each stand ?- THo, we
have communal latrines.

With regard to vater, what eervice of water have
you there 7= They obtain water from & spring, in fact from
two eprings. The ome epring is &t Jecobmfontein, snd the

other one has no nane. +% is a spring esst of the location.
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These springs have been proteeted by the Counell by means of a
conerete approsch - a reservolr., They draw the water from
those springs and the sides have been fenced in to keep the
cattle off.

They have no water, have they, with whieh they ecould
irrizate any of the gardening om their stands 7= No, there is
nothing for that purpese.

low, are there any facilities for recreation there 7-
The natlves themselve: have comstructed a temnis court af the
location. They have been allotted a pleges of ground near the |
road-bridge for sport purposes, but [ am not quite sure whether J'
they make uze of the ground, thoush it is there for that pur- ;
pose, |

Eow far is the location from the centre of the town -
I think 1t is a mile and a half away from the centre of the |
town.

Is there a location Advisory Council 7~ Yes.

These men whose names have wen put down se repre-
senting the looation, are they members of that Council 7= Yes.
‘hey are elected by the Town Council and there are three others
who are eslected by popular vote.

MR. LUCAS: Iis there any lighting provided in the lo-
cation ?- No, there is no light in the location.

Have you got a lodger': tax there 7= Ho, we have mot.

THE CHAIZMAN: ]
/Have you got any details about the size of these

houses, how many rooms and 0 on 7= The Sunigipal houses have
two roome and & kitehen.

M, LUCAS: You have very large town lands - Ve
have 12,718 morgen.

Do you give these matives sny faclilities for land to
plouzh on i= No.

THE CHAIRMAN: And do you give them sany zrazing 7=
Yes, they have grasing.
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Mi., LUCAS: Is it contempls ted that you will be likely
o give them land to ploigh on 7- The question of giving the
natives plots - agricultural plots - has been modted, but it
has been found impossible, on aecount of the expense, %o grant
them these plots.

What expemse 7- Femeing, for instance.

Would not the matives be glai to assist in the putting
up of the fencing ?- They would be,but they have not got the
means.

Would not they soon be able to pay that from what they

would zet off the land 7= I do not think they would be able to.

Judging from my experience 1 should say net.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is there any limit to the amount of graz-

ing they are allowed on the Town lands P= At present, no; do
you mean generally?

Yes ?-= Thirty head of large stock and fifty small =
but that is not enforeed.

Do they make use of that 7= Yes, they deo.

Have you any idea of the number of livestoek whiech they

have on the commonage 7= In respect to the location I ean give
you the figures. There are 155 cattle, 79 donkeys, ten horses,
and 24 pigs.

Mi. LUCAS: You said that from your experisnce you did
not think that they could make anything out of the plot of land

to pay towards the expenses of fenoing. Now what experience have

you had of that ?- When I say that they will sot make anything
out of their plot of land T mean that the plots of land which
would Le granted would met in all probably be se large as to
allow them to make anything out of the gardens.

Do they make anything out of their spare lund om their
present erven T~ Very little. Of cource, they cultivate all
they have.

Do they sell anything ?- No. They use the vegetables
they grow for their own comsumption. Resttkwery foesibly they

]
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may sell s little.

They use what they have got 7=, Yes.

If they use the small plot which yoa give them, then
if they were given more land on the town lsnds, and If they
were to use that, would not they be able substantially %o
inorease thelr income 7= Mo, it would mean that they might
possibly st one or two bass of wmealies from the Town Lands,
but they would kxsx not have any irrigation, snd the sale of
vegetables generally on the market would not pay themg, As
s matter of fact they generally do not sell their vegetables
on the marke %, '

The income which you show unn!gumtm

a household is very low ¥= Yes, we have h’ tp rely on
the Inforsation whieh we get from the natives themeelves.
In my statement I show as an average monthly un-m male
sdult wage-earner £2.5.3, per female adult W' Uu/=-,
making a total average monthly iccome per household 22.14.0.
I give as an aversge mumber per housshold 5.7.

Have you any reason to think that the information
which you have got from the natives Iu regard to thelr imcome
i®s not seourate ?- 1n some instances Lt might not be accur-
ate. You see, you have this to bear in mind. it is possible
the the sative is suspicious. fe may think,when We asks for
this iafo:mation, that we want ‘o levy taxes, or he may be
in arrear with his remt and he my think that in ssking these
particualars we want to summons him for the rent, and that
being so they may perbaps not give quite the full faets of
the position. |

But from what you kuow of them, 4o you thisk that this

figure is seriously wrong T- o, I think 4t is mot. I Shink

it could be taken as fairly reflestiin; the average lncome per

household.
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MR. MOSTEAT: What ils the value of the ground whieh
you let to the natives at 2/6d. per month? At how much is
the site valued ?- We have not vaslued the sites, but I
think the sites would be worth about 220 each.

Is that yomr own valuation ?- Yes.

In that case you do not provide anything; you do
not provide water free ?- They pay nothing for water. They
have the water which we have protected for them. They have to
earry the water, but we make no charge.

DR. ROSERTS: You have a recreationm sround beside the
wridge ?- Yes. _

Arisiug out of that, you have mh_u‘_ﬂ three witnes-
ses whom you wish to give evidence here,R or o they desire
to give evidence, these natives ?= 1 do not kmow.

¥hat - mean to say is this. ‘"ﬁ' not appointed
by the natives, these three people; they nq_gjpuhl by you
?- 48 & matter of faet, I do not know which natives are
giving evidence at all. e

CHAIRMAN: Have the natives themselves selected these
three who are to give evidesce 7= I do mot know.

Di. WOBERTS: Are these three the men nomina ted by
the Council to the Advisory Coungil 7- Yes. 2

Personally i would rather have heard the other three.
You have a native hospital, have you not 7= Yes.

And I understand that that is fairly well rum 2- I
i®s run by the Hospital Committee.

I anderstand that the doeotors give & good deml of their
free time to it 7- Vur Medieal (ffiger dl;-nh attends at
the location every fortalght. Ve have established 2 elinie

el

there.
ind that 1s belng well runm ?- Yes, It is bei.s very
well run. There is nothing left to be desired.
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Do you keep separcte accounts for natives, as desired
by the Government 7= Yes, we are compelled to.

Could you tell us what the total samount of recelipis
is 7= Imngluding sanitary fees, £612., 1t is made s up of
stand rents £408.

¥ould you tell us what you think you do for that, for
this 2408 and 22047 You do not give us your expenditare 7-
We charge the Native Revenue Account with £80 for carrylng
out the sanltary serviges. We charge £150 for repulrs
to native houses, that ls municipal houses. These are all
estimated amounts.

They may be above, or below = Possibly below.

We charge £38 for administration., I think ‘IIO seale laid
down by the Auditors is 10 per ceamt of the first £1,000.

So this spproximately is 5%. . fe charge clso interest snd
redemption charges on the £1200 :nu from l-\n funds, for
the builiing.

How much do you charge 7= This is an oli-standing
debt. 7 per cent is the interest and then the redemption
ie ou a sinking fund besis. You can say about £128 roughly
per year. There are other charges, such as niuiu. whieh
we charge £12 om. <£12 native wages. We have & native who
attends at the location. Then we have I think for improve-
ments, water supply improvements, - we have £10 avelilable
for that, and thes we have permission to charge 210 for
two native cots for the hospital, aud ome or two other items
like that. The interest and redemption charges are £112.
e have provided snother £30 for refuse uwn depots.
Bative wages are £18, superintenient's uh.:, £12, that
is a pesportion of the salary. We have permission to contri-
bate £33 towards the locaml Ghlli Welfare Socliety for m native

narse.
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A the elinic 7= Jo, that is not at the e¢linle.
This native nurse when appointed will of course work im
conjunction with the Medisal Offieer of Heslth.

That is in the ne ighbourhood of 2600, slightly short
of it 7= Yes, we show a surplus of £17 over expeanditure.

Then you say with regard to the general tax, that
ie the poll tax and the pass fees, that that should come to
you ?- To the Municipality for the benefit of the natives in
urban areas,

That is the £1 7= Yes, | mean £1 for all the natives
who reside in the logation.

How meny reside inm the location ?- 190 male adultse,

And how much would the pass fees be ?- IApproximately
£30 per month.

That is another £550 ?= Yes.

How would you spend that money ¥?- We would spend it
on housing.

Better houses 7~ Yes, chiefly, and sporte grounds,
roads, and water supply.

They have not got auy pipe water supply ?- ¥No, mor
have they proper sanitary facilities.

You do not think that the £612 would meet that ?-
No, not by a long way.

ould you urge that that should be geheral throushout
the oountry ¥- Yes, that ie wy oplnion.

Your opinion is that this development fumnd should be
given to the various municipalities 7= Yes.

To use for the matives !~ For the benefit of the
vatives within their areas.

MR, MOSTERYT: Hae that matter heen brought up 7=
I do not know.

7 You are in favour of the Munleipality gettlos the

pacs fees 7= Yes, and the £] tax. ! am in favour of both.
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edusation and such matters, and for podice - Well, as I
have said - the expenditure im counestion with police is 2§
millions, That is what I meant to say. | fiad alse in con-
section with police that there were convistions of £113, 003
in respeet of nativesjonly £4,000 ia respeet of Furopesns,
end £16,000 in respect of other lNon-Sarepesns, It womld
appear that a greater proportion of the expeniiture im comnee-
$lon with the poliee was in respect of nutives. (Witmess
d4id not make it glear whether the alve-mentioned figures
were in conmeetion with expenditure or im comnsgtion with nus-
bders of people convicted)e I 2lso find that the native pa-
tients in mental hospltals amount %o 3383amx aalinst 4400 Bar-
opeans.

You will remember the differesce in the numbers of
p;nhu;u T Yes, | do, [ find $hat the tetal mative popu-
lation is 5,439,000, wheress the total Buropean populatiom
is 1,798,000. if one takes these figures Lt must be clear
that the ‘uropeen population is taxed to & very much greater
exteat than the nstive is. I do uot mean propertionstely,
but I mess thet the ‘uropeans have to pay in comnegtion with
the sdminlistration whieh 1s mostly in regerd to matives and
in re ard te the Mative Affairs Departmeut and native eduga-
tion, and & good proportion of the gensral tax om the Zuropean
population is spent on sative matters. The tax broaght up
by the ratives only amoumts to aboat one milllon poumds. It
is quite evident that the ome millies pounds gellected from
the satives is not sufficleat %o pay for all the fsgilities and
amenities which thay get.

D0 you know that it is 3§ millions which is collected
from the natives, if you Sake the indireet tammtion am well
&8 the tlrect Samatlioal NWow, If you take the police, lot

me put this polmt %o you. If you take the polige i Capetown
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alone you will find that there are a great msny more police
there than in the whole of the "ranskei. There are omly 270
pollce in the whole of the Transkel snd only = heand-full in
the whole of the native territories, I am combating your
idea that the nmtive does not comtridute emough taxes. I find
that the amount which would be attributable te the native on
e fair and equitable arrangement is 3} millions of the expen~
ditare of the country, amd the amount he comtridbutes in direct
and indireet taxation is about 34 millioms. 5o that he le &
little short of that reekoning, and if you take away this
million which you want for local purposmes, edugation would
completely fall to the ground®- I am afrald that the laforma-
tion whieh 1 have, which only eame this morming, has not ena-
n;od we to 2o fully into the sudbjeot. My experience in this
ared is that the native im this part of the country earuns so
little that you canmot tax them any more. 1t thersfore fol-
lows that the European who has an obligation to the native
must be taxed for the vemefit of that native. There is no way
out of it. I do not know why the lncome of the matives im
this area is 80 small, 1t may be, sad I dare say It is so,
that the wages are low. There is & large ifnflux of matives
i nto this area from the very lsrge rural srea which we have
around ut here. These natives drift into the towm. We have
veen told thet they are attreected by the zamenities of the
town., Perhaups they are alsoo attraeted by the houses of en-
tertalmment, and espeeiall by the feod whieh they can get
here. In any ease, they come here in large numbers. ¥e
know that at eertain times and durlng certaln years the native
in Sekukuniland has no food, =0 they kuwexfm come %0 the
town for the sake of the food they can get and for the sake
of the prospect of the wage which they think they ecan earn.
These uatives are always coming inte the town. 0¢ course,

the labour demsnds of & small town like ¥iddelbury sre mot
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very considerable, and the result is that i1f a great deal of
labour is offering the wages come down. I think you will
agree with me that when the wages come down econmomically 1%t
is mnot sound. ¥y point is this, that the more the native
obtains in town in wages, the more you can tax him, - within
reason of course; and the more he sams the more he spends,
sand the more comes back to ﬁn. The better the income in
respect to the location, the greater m'nntl you are
able to meke, snd also if the native makes a deesnt income
you will be able to charge adequate rents snd :hu‘. and it
speaks for itself that you sre able to give better fagili~
ties. At present we sre not able to give himx all the
facilities which we should like. + put this te you, what

can you do0 with £612 when £112 of that goem 1m interest and
redemption, £80 for the rumning of sanitary services, Zuk £12
for wages, another £80 for native wages, and _n-tm £30 for
administration. If you add those figures then I ask you how
can you out of what you have left give the natives s pipe
water supply and how can you bulld houses for them? If you
build & house, the lesst you esn build for is £60. Then
again what 1s the good of building five h,mn - it does not
help anybodye.  You build a few and nobody is helped, but

if you went to do anything you have to build at least 100
houses, and that i= only to zom om with. That will eost you
£6,000, and that money we would have to borrow. We hsve %o
5 per gent interest on that money and that loan has to be
repaid in twenty years or at the very lomgest in thirty years.
What rents eean we charge? 10/~ or 12/- per month to cover
our interest and redemption charges on the money we have bor-
rowed does not lead us anywhere. Az & matter of fact, the
natives cannot pay that; they even grumble when they have

to pay 7/6d. You see, the trouble is that there is a great
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deal of poverty in the locations here. Supposing we had
%o btorrow this £6,009,0r rather let us suppose that we
borrow £12,000 and that we build 200 houses, It would memn
that our present loam would have %o be inereaged by £12,000.
Now, then we come alons snd we want to expand in other direec-
tions.

In what other direetions 7- Well, we want s x® water
supply for the town. We have to go to the Administrator and
we say "we want another £15,000 for an adeguate water supply
for Middelburg”. The Administrator goes into 1%, and he says
"No, your loen debt is too big already, you cannot have more
momey”. 1 am puttimg up these points to prove that all this
sort of thimg retards progress. The money which we borrow
for native housiig becomes & charge sgminst the assets of the
Eunicipality or the local authority. of course, we have our
own trading accounts; we have town lands; we have ghurches,
we have btulldings, we have all sorts of other assets which
have to be pledged as segurity sgainst these loans. Now,
suppoeing for s moment that we cannct recover sufficient money
from the natives to pay interest and redemption charges on
the money borrowed for housing for the natives, where is all
that mounsy to come from to meet the short-fall? We must take
it out of the municipal coffers. It 1s a charge on the
white gommunity and it really comes down te this, that the
native i» not in a poeition to pay adeguate remtal.

THE CHALAMAN: Is 1t for that reason thet you Shink
that the proceeds from the general tax should come to the
¥anicipality 7= Yes, ! think so.

Vhy T~ Well, It glves us 2 chance %0 zive these na-
tives some of the facllities which . have been deseribving.
The Urben Areas let says that the Municipality must provide
suitable housing,and if the “inlster is satlsfied that the

logal authority is mot providing sueh suitable houses, the
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Minister will step in end say "You have to do 1%, you heve
to buill! houses, to have to build hostels amd other things
in the location.”

Have you provided any houses inthe location 7- Yes, we
have & certain number. [ is all very well %o say "you have
to 40 1t", but where is the money to come froa? On the
other hand if you do mot do it the Minister comes along amd
he does it himself, asl he says "You have to pay me baek.

The Locsl Authority says “I have not got the momey: 1 eannot
tax my psople more than they are taxed already, ansd I csnmot
do any more." The Minlster says "Very well, 1 shall have a
speclal tax levied on all the rateable property in your
Municipality." He does not worry sbout you, he simply im-
poses & tax, 4As it ls, we are taxed to s great extemt. If
the native earns & reasonable wage, thenm he ¢an pay a
reasonable rent, and you ean perhaps provide him with housing
fagilitles,

DR. ROBERTS: Are mot you rather arguing in & vielous
cirele 7 The faot of the matter is that he does not earn
eafficient wages 7= No, and he never will so long as there
is an influx from the rural aress.

If there is am Influx, that Influx is taking place o
provide money in Sekukuniland, to pay the taxes there 7= Yas.

THE CHAIRMAN: You want the taxes to be used for the
purpose of helping to pay the wages? The wages are low. Fow,
if you take the momey out of the coffersm of the State and glive
it ‘o the natives ~---fm Well, all I oan say is that it 1® &
viclous method of eoonomy¥- I did not mean 1t in that semse.

If you want the Vemtral Government to give you money
“ith whichk the natives ia your urban location ¢an de made %o
keep body and soul together thes obriously you are glving thet
as a subvention to looal wages. I 40 mot see how you can met
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away from it 7- That may be.

DR, ROBRRTS: It 1= an interssting proposal that this
capitation fee should go to the dualeipality and I sm sure
that you believe that they will dx kixamxwel} use it well 7-
Yes, | am sare they will.

You would mot think that & shortfall such as you have
in your Town Counecil might lsad to the income being taken
to cover your own shortfall ? Today your income whieh
you get from the native is bigger than the amount you spend,
is not that so 7= I might explain that. I% is not sound
pollicy %o spend every sixpence you receive when you have no
reserves, and at the present moment we gertalnly have no
reserves., There are slweys contingencies during the year.

You may have an outbreask of sickness, when you may have to

gpend a great deal of money im preventing the spread of disease,
and those are things which you have to be eareful about.
Therefore, 1 say that you must mot spend all your money at
onge.

MR, MOOSTERT: You earry that 217 as a sort of contin-
gengy = 1% goes to the eredit of the native revemue account.
Now, supposing that sccount stands in eredit %o an amount of
say £300. You would be able to utilise that money by pro-
viding some facilities for the natives, such as latrines for
instange. We hadx to do that some years ago.

THL CHAINMAN: How lomg has the location been under the
NWative Urban Areas iet 7= Jinece the ineeption of the Act.

What date was thet P~ That was in 1923,

Have you worked on & credit balanee every year, on a
favourable balsnce 7= Yes, we had sccumulated a small sam
up to about two or three years ago, whem it was 2380, which
we spent on latrimep,and then the amount was again wiped ocut.

What is the presest acoumulated balesnge 7- 1 think it s
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in the neighbourhood of perhaps ~80 to £100.

xDR. WOBENTS: Wowld you be in favour of an Imspeetor,
say for the Transvaal, who would have the power to go round
and inguire into what we were trying to get at jJust now, look
into your books and indigate where he thinks that your expen-
dlture has mot been Justifisble 7= If 1t were necessary.

(ur scoousts are sudited by the Government Auditor.

1 do not mean the man of figures, I mean the man of
soul, & man who would go about im & kindly way ?7- You mean &
man to see whether the money is spent in & proper manner ¥
Well, we are not allowed to spend m-uhu it 1= author-
ieed by the kinister. That belng so, I do mot think 1t is
necessary. sapposing we want to gontribute £30 to the cosnt
of the native nurse, we camnot do that unless we have the
aathority of the minlster. oy

You know that in the native urban areas act provision
is made for such a man 7= Yes, I know that, but it seems that

et present it is not necessary.
Ni. LUCAS: Has there been any question at say time of

glving the mative segurity of temure, long leases, or freehold
f= DNo, not up to the present.

Has your Vouncil considered the questiovn at any time
of establishing a township im which the natives could have
freehold title ¥~ Fo. I would Just like to say that with
our small income or %0 augment the small income, the ouly
other thing which it seems we can 40 i®s %0 try to sell kaffir
beer, or perhaps to give blosgope eutertaimments. The selling
of kaffir beer 1 gulte & problem and one does not kunow whether
it le advisable or mot. (ne 1s not sure whether it is advisa-
ble to do, or whether it is profitadle, and ! have no experience
of these bloscope entertalnments. Bat these seen %o me o
be the ouly svesues which we can set up to inmeresse the income

i
|
|
i
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of the native location.

Mi, MOSTERT: You were saying that it would cost you
£60 per house Lf you were %o go im for & building scheme aunder
which you would put up = 200 dwellings 7- Yeas.

What would be the esize of such & dwelling ?- That

—‘j\-—"
would be & two- roomed house, the maim living room would have

a fireplasce, on whick they could cook. That room would be
approximately 15 x 10 feet, and the bedroom would be 10 x

10.

%hat would that be built of 7= I% would bve built of
brick, locally burned briek.

¥hat would you charze for that house ?- It would de-
pend on what your lnterest and redemption charges are golng to
be, but I think it would mot be less than 10/- per momth,

THE CHAIRMAN: Yow are talking about bullding 200 addl-
tional houses. Would you require that number ?- Well, there
are 1300 natives here to be provided for.

ire not they housed with their employers ?- Yes, the
ms jority are, but I am quite sure that there must be natives
housed in the tuwn on premises other than those Ian which Shey
are smployed. <hey are supposed to live im the native loca-
tions but we have not got the housing fagllities, and the
result is that quite a number oanmnot live thers. it the
present moment we have 165 and 48 -----= Just about 200 stands
oceupied,

That figure of 200 houses which you gave us, was that
Jast to get the basis for a figure or has am setusl estinate
been made of the needs of Niddelburg im this regard = When
1 speak of 200 houses | mean that we would have %0 rase to the
ground those that are there now. Then we would have to erect
200 new houses.




-887-

Do 1 understand you to meam that you reguire 200 new
houses here 7= If you want to house your matives saltably
and sdequately you ce:rtainly wast at least 200 houses here.

Do you think that there will be 200 families orxr simgle
netives reguiring sge.mmodation ?- Yes, certainly. At the
very lesst 20U here.

But a sihgle native would mot require a house ¥- Wo,
but you would meed a hostel for the simgls natives.

You would have between 100 sud LSO native familles 1liv-
ing in among the Suropean populstion T= That is so.

That is in spite of the Yatlve Urbam Aress Aot 7- Yes,

That is the position today 7- Yes.

Where do they live today 7= I suppose thet they mostly
live on the property of their employers.

Do you mesn that @ native whe is employed in & house
of a European lives on the preasises with his wife and children
7= Yes, that would be so in some ceses.

But not as many as® 100 oases 7= 1 gould mot tell you
to what extent the native families live in Sown.

Do you want to replace the wood and iron houses that
sre in the location now T= Yes, my idea is that the houses
which are in the locatiom now dould be razed and the whole
location should be re-built.

.
M., JACK ABRARAN LEVITT,

ealled and examined:

IEE CHALRWAN: ‘n what capselty are you appearing
before us ?= (Mr. Welters): I am Secretary of the
Mjodelburg Hospital, My Board is anxious that we should
say something on the Mumicipal point of finamce, so far as
the hospital is concerned. Tou know that the Provinge
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contribites towards the fande of the hospital for every na-
tive patient st the rate of 2/6d, per day. Guar native
hospital was opened on the lot of April, but we fook im
natives from the 1ith of Marech. Our patients up %e “he
3let of July werelpaying patients, 20 days; pert-paying
patients, 3 days; free patients, 562 duys, and privileged
patiente 8 days, making a total im all of 593 dayes. Now,
we are not Lin a position %o glve you nm___:h figures as
recards costs, decause our administration is all one and
all the agoounts are kept im ome. AllL ﬁ&,unu is done
from the main hospitel snd we ase the same staff %o attend at
the native hospital, exscept that we have m _.fnun orderlies
there, who have been with ws & long time np-h help spec-
ially st the native hospital. Eow, our ecost per day per
patient for this perlod from the lst of January until the 3lst
of July, for the whole comeera, is u/m;m day, ineolusive
of Europeans as well as natives. Now, the people who have
paid there - there were four mmmm.uc foxr; tweo
were paid for by the Sunielipality and ome wae paid for by a
priveate person, and amother was pald for at half rate by his
employer. Jo it ls very difficult for us to say how we are
going to come out at 3/id. per day. That means that the
furopean population will have % foot thie bill for the ma-
tives as well as for the whites. The '-t*tl that we have
there co not come only from the town, bat they come from sll
over the tistriotx. We have got four beds u the hospital,
four native beds astuslly, but we Rave had sinee it im opened
to make proviciom for more, and sometimes we are rumning as
many a8 el ht beds. Vf course, I may sey that our sa tive
hospital is built for eight beds, but we heve not hed suffi-

cient money to pay for the extra equipment, and ther we are
not sure as to how we shall come out fimancially,
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JR. ROBER?S: Do you take women a8 well as mem T- Te
have two wards, ome for me:s and ome for womem. The point
weae thst my Soard was thinkimg that probably the Commission
mizht take into comsiderstion the fea=sibility of the Govern-
ment levying a small tax om the natives im the whole of the
dietrict, even if 1%t is om/_- a year, or of the Goverm-
ment providing some more money for this anﬂu hospi Sal.

The Comaission will no doubt appreciate the fact that the
whole of this hospital, the cost of the hikole of this
hospital, is praetically borme by the white psople here.
Whes we built this hospitsl it cost us 28295./-, snd the
equipment we put inte 1%, exelusive of -95“_' and things
like that, %o run i, -~ and that was quite a comsiderable
amunt, == cost us £120, so that the total is 2947.5.1.

We received, when we built this hospital, £100 from the Ne-
tive Affairs Department, for which we were very grateful,
and we received £25 from the mative deferred pay, A4lso

a very niee kmxpikxk comtribution. The provinge gave us
£400, and the rest of the momey was provided by the Iadies'

Sommi ttee. Jo we received XRE £525, and 2422 was provided

by the ladies' Committee.

The natives who are¢ accommodated in h‘)sl hospital,
are they residents of Middelburg oanly ?- Oh no, they come
from cutside as well, in fact, the ma jority come from
outside,

le there any predominance of any particular diseases
amng the native patiente that come im 7= | have not
prepared any statement on that, but I can say that they are
very varied. There were all sorte of things which we got.

MAJOR ANDERSON: Do you take in -m'ruv cases 7-
Bo, we only take in maternity cases where there is anything

abnormel about them. Unly Just recently there were two
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abnormal cases which were taken im. We had two in succes-
#ion, but otherwise we 4o not take such cases 1h.

MR, LUCAS: You are prepared to take maternity cases
- Well, not unless they are asboormal cases.

DR, ROBERTS: And normal omses, where do they go 7-
We do not take them.

Do they go to the elinie ?- No, they stay where they
are, (Mr. Molees): They get adviece at the clinle.

And mediecine 7= Yes, at the elinie too.

It is mainly I usnderstand dangerous aeecidents, mostly
accldents on farms and s0 on, which you lﬁﬂl .uu - (wr.
Waltere): Well, we gzet more cases than ‘!-t; I counld not
eny whether they are cases of accidents on farms whioh we
hawe. %e have had some bad cases from outside, or cases
that have been neglected, and which have had to be dealt with
here. But we had several oases of pneumonis and so om. If
you wish to, I eould give you precise detalls.

ind then they come from the farms, do they 7- Yes.
All soute cases. They also eome from the location and from
the town Lteelf.

is this & bad distxict for priumonia T~ Bo, at ger-
tain times of the year we have cases. lmlmlmx It
is no worse than anywhere else.

MAJOR "’3""‘ Iou have not got seperate figures
for the cases 4het nstives that come inm 7~ (Mr. Waltexs): Jo,
it would be more expensive to try and ran Lt separstely.

o not the employers pay the sharses for thelr na-
tives 7~ We have had four cases that have been paid for.
ine was & fullepaying case, one was half-paid for by the
employer, and the others were pald for by the Funicipality.

b,
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We charged them 5/- per day.

Do you regard that as a paying shing 7- No, we o
not regard it as that, but that iIs what we charge for the
town as well.

Mi. LUCAS: You only get 2/6d. from the Provinge ?-
Yes, but at the 5/- we get another Xixix 50%. :

MAJOR ANDERSON: Are mot the employers liable for
the gosts of their native servants who are sent to hospital
7- No, I do not thimk they are. I do not think they are
lesally responsible unless they recruit the natives.

THL CEAIRMAYN: In ease of accidents of course they are
7= Yes, in case of accldents they are.

I presume that you get qulite a number of cases of na-
tives who are employed in towns ?- No, we have very few ac-
tumlly from these in town.

But you have had more than four - more then the four
who paid 7= Yes.

Have you any idea how meny it would ranm to - that is,
how many of the town natives ia your hospital; would it
ram to more than forty 7= No, it 'll.l.l.!lt ran to more than
five or six.

Dii, MOBERTS: With regard to this sam of money whieh
you received from the Fative Affairs Department - this amount
of money from the native development fund which the Towz
Clerk wante to eollar, the whole of it was given I think em
the usderstanding that you endeavoured to train orderlies er
nurses T- I got £100 from the "ative Affaire Department and
£25 from the deferred pay.

That £100 is the native development fund ?-  Well, they
did not tell us that.

Was not there an understandin: asked for in regard %o
that £100 ?- I would have to 1 ok up the correspondenge. We
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sere not ax traiming centre. The Medicsl Council kept us
down and would not allew our girle to eount their training
here, althoush when they 0 up they pass with honours. But
they 4id not want to give these girls the fagilities %o
which they are entitled.

Now you are referring to white nurses ?- Yes. Se I
do mot think they would net be so lenient as to streteh
a point.

The two boys which you have as orderlies, are they
na tives 7~ Yes.

But you have no native nurses ?- We have no female
rative nurses. You could not gall these boys nurses, they
are orderlies,

MR. LUCAS: You gave as an amount of 16/84. as the
cost per day - was that for all patients? How do you
sccount for that ? You have had very few Europeans ?- ﬂnt&
is for =11 patliemts.

Is 1t begause of the short time that you have been
rumning and your heavy initlal expense, thst that is your
charge or your cost ?- HNo, the initial expenses are not
ingluded in the cost of rumaing.

But 16/84. ie rather high ?- Dur costs are rather high.

THE CEHAIRMAN: Can you account for that ?- It is very
diffieult to account for it. One resson whieh we assigned %o
that 1s that the Board has always advocated the policy that the
efficlency of the hospital should be absolutely "it". Ve do
no't stint. We are sgonomical in every respeet but our hos-
pital is run very well.

It e the better service which mccounts for it you
think 7= That is so for ore thing, and asnother thing le this -
our building was mot originally construeted for e hospital
tailding and that makee the rumning a bit difficult.

M, MOSTERT: How do you make up the deficit of your
hospitel 7= Well, we manage to pot through; we serape through.
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We do not know what is going to happen this year, dut I
can tell you that so far xz we have mansged eomehow to
scrape through.

THE CHAIRMAN: Of course, you will realise that you
¢annot serape without & seraper ?- No, that is so.

Now, can you tell us where the money comes from ¢
ihere has it acerued from 7~ I gan say that we got very
g00d assistange from the Iadies' Committee.

DR. ROBERTS: JYes, you got over £400 from them ?-

That was for the building of course, and not for the
rumning of the hapital; bdut they continue te help us.

MAJOR ANDERSON: Could not youtet separate agcounts
in regard to your native costs per day 7- 1t would be very
difficult.

But the natives do not get the same facilitles as the
Suropeans do ?- Well, I do not know about that. There
is mothing they do not get. We do not stint them in any
way. For instence, the mattresses which ere put on their beds
are exactly the same as the ones which we use for the Suropeans
in the hosplital.

And what about the foed 7- The food is cooked on the
same stove as that of the Zuropeans, and If a native ils 111
he has to get what is negessary for him.

Does he get the same as other patients 7= Yes, whatever
is required is provided fo: him, Just the same as for any
other patients.

You say that the Ladies' Committee helpp you = lot ?-
Yes, we are most grateful to them. They are always helping
us. They gave aus £422 in conneetion with the bullding of the
hospital and they are always helping us in various ways.

(Mr. Molees): We would mot be adle to et om without them.
(DR. LEVITT): What I am prepared to talk sbout is put down

in a report of whioh you have & gopy. This is the
originally drafted for the Town Clerk. [ will rudr:zo:: Yyou.
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With reference to the forthcoming visit of the
Conmission investigating the Socisl, Economic and Industrial
conditions of the natives in the Union of South Africe, I heve
endeavoured to review the socilel and economic aspects of the
situstion, in so fer as it effects the public and also the
general welfare of the native populetion and have great pleasur
in submitting the following wiews.

PURLIC HEALTH ASPECT: As the native population
within urben sress is prsctically always increasing, it would
seem imperative that more attention be given to matters of
publie health, sanitation and housing within such areas.

These problems can only be tackled successfully, provided that
ways &nd means are found by LOCAL AUTHORITIES. I would
recommend the following ideas as stepping-stones for effecting
the defired improvementsie

£ix} Wholehearted Co-operation: From experience gained, while
working for netive welfare in this town, it has been found
thet with genuine co<operstion with the natives, thereby
enlisting thelir implicit faith, much could be done to improve
the genersl enviromment of native villsges or loecations. The |
majority of natives sre esger to learn and willing u CO=-
operate in metters of ilmportance, particularly those apper-
taining to theilr welfare.

MEDICAL ATTENDANCE OF NATIVES EMPLOTED IN TOW N:
Speeific provision should be made in the Masters and Servantas
Act, with regurd to providing medical treatment to native |
employees fulling sick whilst ectually in employment. There
is, I belleve, provision made in the Cape Act with regard
to this matter up to & certain period of the employee's sicke
ness. It is understood that a consolidating Masters
and Servants Act 1s now being drafted by the Department of
Justice and the time seems very sppropriate for making

provision in this respect, providing, of course, the
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MORE FREQUENT EXAMINATION (F NATIVE MALE EMPLOYEES
The existing prectice of medicslly examinding nstive msles only
on entering any employment is not sufficient guarantee to
any employer of labour that his employee after one month's
service 1s still free of any communicable or infectious
disease. I am of opinion that examinations of native males
should also be carried out at least once @& month and thenzm a
certificate should be furnished certifying the condition of the
native examined.

VENEREAL DISEASE: As already stated, Venemml
Disease amongst the native populstion is assuming serious
proportions. TUnless & venereal complaint 1s discovered by
the Distriet Surgeon during the routine examinstion of native
employees at the Pass O0ffice, the infected native generally
hides his condition until forced by the severity of kxkx his
symptoms to seek the aid of s&n European doctor. I specially
mention European before, as & rule, & native doctor is invare
1ably consulted first. It is now legislated that every
discovered case of venereal disesse is compelled to have

|
treatment by the D.5. unleas he wishes to have the services of

& private practitioner and ceén afford to pay the expenses en-
talled.

Natives trested by the District Surgeon recelive,
a8 & rule, five injections and have to return after six months
for a second course, As thefirst course of treatment ususlly
entirely removes all signs and symptoms of the disesse, the
patient invarisbly fails to return for & second course. As
three courses of inflections very often fail to produce a come
plete cure, 1t will be readily understood what the state of

conditions resily are.
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EXAMINATION OF HAWKERS AND EMPLOYEES IN DAIRIES,
BUTCHERIES AND LAUNDRIES BY THE ¥.,0.H: For some time pasty
it has beenfelt thet provision should be made in the Muniecipal
Bye-laws meking it compulsory for employers of native labour
in dairies, butcheries, bakeries and public laundries to sub-
mit their employees for medical examinstion by the N.0.H. at
least once & month, the saeme to apply to hawkers.

After several reports on the subject, we have
received intimation from the Union Health Department to the
effect that although there is no leglslation passed for
t he universal enforcement of examination of employees in
urben areas in the above branches, yet any local suthority
feeling the necessity of having such examinstions performed,
can enforce same by having & bye-law drefted to that effect.

Here again it would obviate s great deal of
unnecessary worry if all labourers, irrespective of the
type of work upon whieh they are engaged, were compelled to
undergo & routine medical examination every month.

WAGES AND FEEDING OFNATIVES: The average wage
earned by natives is from 10/« per month for piccanins to
about £3 for adults. This wusually includes food, which
consists of mealie meal. In the case of houseboys, these
are generally fed from the kitchen. It would be impossible
to give a definite opinlon &s to whether natives ere recelving
adequste salaries, as one c&n only judge esch individual cese
on 1ts merits. A salary of £2 per month for & native boy
who has & wife and six children to feed and clothe, as well
as having to pay monthly remt, sanitery fees and genersl tax
would appesr to be hopelessly inadequete; whereas 10/« per
month for & piccenin, who pays no rates and is exempted from
tax and receives his food, would be ample.
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Concerning the feeding of natives employed in
numbers by contractors and public bodies, it is felt that
much could be done in this respect to improve conditions. The
food suppllied to natives in some instances conalsts of second-
grade umesl le meal - often weevil contaminated - and some salt.
In certain instances a monetary sllowance is made for the
purchese of meat. The nutritive value of this diet is very
low and results in & low :tandard of efficiency - often
accompenied by other disorders ameng the employees.

In order to combat this evil it 1s recommended
that & more balance diet, as well as a better grade of mealie
meal should be issued. This will result in employers ob-
taining a meximum efficlency from thelr workmen at very
little extra cost. A diet prasctically the same as issued
to hard lsbour prisoners im South African gaols is sppended,
and whole-heartedly recounendeds

The following physioclogically sound and balanced
diet is reconmended: (this ration is per native per day):

1* lbs. meal ie meal No.le.

10 ozs. crushed mealies (white)

1 bz. of fat (lord or beef fat).

1 oz, of salt.

3 1b, vegetables.

1 1b. dried beans three times a week in lieu of

10 & 8., of crushed mesdl ie meal.

1 1b, meat mede into coup with lb. vegetables given
twice s week
or
24 ozs. mealie meal No.l.
6 ozs. bread,
3 ozs. beans or peas,
2 ozs. pesnuts or § oz. animal or vegetable fat,
1 "l .ﬂt.
Dressed meat with not more than 257 bone or

alternative: .
Fish 5 1lbs. per week.
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THE LAY=-QUT OF LOC ATIONS OR NATIVE VILLAGES IN URBAN
AKBAS; This question should receive careful forethought
end plabhing, even if the size of the village or location
be small. In every instance plans and specifications des~
cribing the layout and other relevant factors should be
@ bmitted to the Netive Affairs Depertment for approval.
This step, 1t is claimed, would obviate any likelihood of
locations or native villages lacking in all the essential
sgpects of & fit and proper locality for natives. A al te
plan, shewing the essential festures and requirements of
& location is appended.

With regard to situstion end layout of a location or nae
tive villege, the following is recommendedie
(1) Situstiom: A location or native village should be
within easy resach of & town, and should not be less than &
mile or more than £ miles distant from such towns.

(2) BSiter The site should be open, well firained and the
soll porouse
(3) Lay-outs Asprovision to be made for residential
stands. These to be in squares of 20, Each stand to
memsure helf an acre in extent., Type of dwelling to be
stendardised end let at moderate rentals.

By Communal latrines to be abolished. A
family letrine of s standard type, spproved of by the
loesl avuthority,to be built om each stand.

C: Streets to be not less than 40 feet wide.

D: Sanitary lames to be from 16 to 20 ft.
wide«

Ey Communal refuse collection bins to be
provided in sanitary lanes at convenient centres.

Fx: Communal stock krsals to be provided on
outskirts of locations or villages. Keeping of mnimals on
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resldential stands not to be allowed.

a3 Communsal shower baths to be provided.

Hp Provision made for communal laundry tubs.

Is Provision made for sports ground.

J3 Sites granted to recognised or religious
bodies for the erection of schools and churched.
| K A pure and sufficient supply of domestic
water to be maintained.

Lt A repular sanitary service instituted which
inecludes refuse and night soll removel.

M: Provision of suitable treding stands for
currying on trade in the location.

N: The establishment of & labour bureau where
natives of both sexes can register when looking for
employment .

DR. RUBERTS: I want %o say thot this report ls ome
after my own heart. t is a most excellent report and full
of veluable information and kindly thoaght. That is what
we want. Uf course, you are sware of the extreme opposi-
tion that you would meet with on the part of all the na-
tives with regard to this mediesl examination = Yes.

!
_4

There is no guestion on which they have a ﬂm feel~-

ing; I think you will admit thet 7- Yes,

So that while perhaps it is a necessary thing one
should embark upon it with very great sare; you will agree
to that 7= Yes.

Then of course you are alse aware I am sure of the
strong opposition to this om the part of the leading Eurl-
peans, such as for instange the late Chief Justiee of South
iAfrica; im faet the two late Chlef Justices 7- Yo, I was

not aware of that.
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And of course I am quite sure you will als: see that
you are differentisting in = marked degree between the
native and the Lauropean. You would not apply the same
law to the & Buropeans, would you ?- Yes, I would, Why
not 7

You are aware of the dlfficulties ?-= 1 can make
suggestions in regard to over-gcoming the difficulty,- With
rezard to the difficulty of the oppoesition from the mative
families' point of view.

Take the male., He has stromg objectlion P= As far as 1

know, the family also have a very definite objection to
belns examined., Now the point to consider here is that

the natives do not reallse the importance of this examina-
tlon. But If it can be explained to them in & nice way and
if it can be shown why it is absclately nécessary, why it is
for their own good,many natives who have great objections
might not press those objeotions, There are many natives
who have venereal disease, syphillis snd so om, and who
spread that eomdition. If you could make all the natives,
male snd female, all the natives resident in your area real-
ise what syphillie is, if you eould tell them what syphillis
is, show them the ravages which it causes, instruct them

in everything in the same way as the Europeans have had it
explained to them, if you could make them know what it means
in the same way as the faropeans are supposed to know about
1t, then I think these ébjections would dissppear. If you
can get people to have & knowledge of the disesse, if you
could give lectures at the locatiom, and if you could show
special films, instruct them what 4ie- venereal disease
really is and what a terrible meodurge It 1s to mankind an-
erally, and show them how they ean desl with 1t, and how it
can be diseovered evem If they do not know themselves that
they have it —= thea I thimk the objections will disappear.
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I think if the matives themselves are showm what the exict
extent of the disesse is they will readily mgree to the
exsmination, even of their women.

1 agree with you entirely. I guite see that you pro-
pose this to avold the damger mot omoy to the native but %o
the ‘urcpean children whom these native servants are nursins.
If you were to prees this and #ay that for the native's ows
sake it is neeessary that they should be exammined, then I
could understand it, but what is being propored is that this
woman should be examined because she is & danger to the Euro-
pean house and to the ‘auropean community into whiech she is
going. Sut ! mast say $hat I have never heard the view pressed
im the way you have dome 7= Wéll, the other view is the
only one which most of the luropeans would understand. You see
there is snother point too whaé why the native family objeets
to an examination. The native woman thinks that she particu~
larly hae to be examined. As far as the native boy L= con-
cerned, he also ls examined, but one can generally see from
the state of hie skin whether ke has any external infectlon,
whether his vem disesse ls external or mot. BEt you do mot
diamose the disease merely from extermal signs. You mostly
diegnose this by looking at the throat and by looking at the ql
throat only you ean arrive at the conclusion in regard %o
90 per cent of the mative infegcted cases. To native girl
will object to having her throat looked at. But my point is
this, the real thing is that we hsve not suffiolient feelli-
ties at the present moment for eatohing the syphillitic nstive.
The only plage where he or she can be caught and disgnosed iIs
at the pass office. it the local elinie we have been able %o
cateh quite = number of syphillitic cases.

MR, MOSPERT: Zhere are & large number of matives recrul te

in this sres :nd outside in the ordinary way 7- Yes
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They have to pass the Medical Offleer of Health 7=
Yes. 1 do not kuow who examines them om the mines but I
think 1t is the mine doetor. |

The examination tajes place before they are stiesied or
immediately after. San you tell me the peroentage whlch is
turned down on secount of syphillis f- I eould mot say. |

Would you be surprised to hear that it 1s very sssll 7-
it @epends on the examination that is dome there. In my
opinion I do mot think that & very great many of those who
sctusily have the disease are turned down. I myeelf think
that the statistics which we have at present of the syphillitie
infection among natives is very low wkile the smount of syphil-
1is among the nativee ls very high. Syphillis casnmnot be
dlagnosed only by what you can see. If you could take &
btlood smear of all the natives you would be surprised at the
number 4that would react to this test.

Would you say 50 per cemt - UHo, more than 50 per eent.

Well, what ie your idea; what would you say ?- 1 woald
say it is nearer sixty than fifty.

Would you be surprised Lif I told you that hardly a
boy is turned down on sgcount of it ?- Mo, I would not be
surprised, for this reasom. It would mot affect their capa-
bility for works As a matter of faet, & 1ot of them are mot
in  the infeotlous stage. Then there are also & very grest
meny who sre passed as cured, XXk thoush they wre not cured
at all.

!

If that be the case, and there were, AF you say, between
fifty to sixty per cemt of syphillitic cases golng to .‘.
nines, and if those cases should be turned down, 1t would mean
that the mises would mot have thelr labour forge ang would
not be able % zo on¥- Let me make thet olear. You misht

find a perfectly strong and healthy ative ghere peouing
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2 thorough medical examinatios mnd yet if you were to examine
that mative's blood he would in =sll probability give a
positive syphillitic resction. Yet that same native misht
appear to be quite stromg and healthy.

It is on your suggestion about the exmamination that I am
going mow. You would have very, very few natives or nstive
women beln; employed by anyome P~ Well, I do not say that
every spphillitic labourer is mot fit to worke Where a na-
tive does not infeet those that he comes in contact with
1 would not say that he would not be fit for work. There are
natives who may give a positive reaction when thelir blood is
tested and yet they may be quite well, or appear to be guite
well.

Would it be possible to give a certificate that althoush
a person has syphillis he or she is still fit %o go laute
enpldyment 7= If you can dlssnose a case to be suffering
from syphillies by an examinatiom, that case is liable to
transmit the disease. From what you oan see, he mey have
infected tonsils, and he may cnase iafectlon by driasking or
eating out of the same utensil as others do.

But that would be only in moute cames ?-n The scute ‘
cases would be ¢aught and they would have t0 undergoe Sreat-
ment. If that treatmeust might be only so, soc that they could
not sgpread infeetlon seiceee

Di. ROBERTS: Would mot it be a fmet that if you examinmed
the Europeans in town that you would find that half of them
had tubereular baeteria in their blood = Oh, no; not half
of them! But at the same time we wounld be surprised at the
large percemtage,

I pat 1t at 50 per eent 7= No. Thers are msuy who are
guite well and who would yet give positively tubereular
reaction.

Well, would not! you put them in hospital or treat them?-
Bo.
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Mi. LOCAS: You speak about co-operation with the na-
tivee; have you had auy experiemce in enlisting that 7- Yes.

Have you been succeesful ¥ Eave the natives responded
to requeste for co-operation 7= Yes, I find that the natives
are very keem. If they feel that fk you honestly mean
end are sincere in trying to do something for their goed,
they will always help you, sud they will always be very wil-
ling to leara They will certaluly not put any obstacles in
your way.

Have you been able to take say measures here which have
improved the capaeity of the natives for work? JSay the
labour force in the town 7- When the ildea of the clinic was
mooted, it was felt by a lot of people that 4t would not
prove a success, and with thet idea in our minds we went =
to the location ome day, after notifying the inhabitants of
the location that we were solmg to talk to them on matiers
of their own welfare, and we wers surprised &t the large num-
ber that turned out. We had over 100 o!_dnc eut on the
first day to hear what we had to say. And they were very
pleased, and grateful for everythins we hed to say. They
felt that we were singers in what we were after. I had '
worked with them before, and I never told them snything that
1 414 not mean, and the result was that we were gradually
able to show the natives that Ly going out to the locations
we were trylng to do somethlas %0 help them; we were trying
to do them some good. 'nd the same thing applied to the
¢linie. Well, when we went out that time we ot all the
native plecanine and we tol! them that we wanted the plage
to look clean, amd that they must plek up all the bits of
paper, and the tins, aud the rubbish, and they all aid it
- in one day. They were really very keen to help us.

The health of the location, is that good 7=
mwt good.

Bo, 1t is
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What do you attribute that to ¥- It attribute it
to this. Men, women mnud children are not very sound. There
is a great deal of syphillis amons them. Then the housing and
vestilation are bad. Imn the winter they have not got suffi-
clent covering. They have mnot sufficient money or they do no
know how to spend the money they have in buying food. And
all that brings sbout a great deal of lll-health. The, have
bad food, and if they do not eat or sleep well they have no
foundation to build upom. They have mot got sufflelent ventli-
lation in their houses, and in those eclrcumstances you cannot J
expest a robust type of man or woman. :

Does that affect their efficiency 7- Yes, it does.

Have you found that lack of efficiensy has been Ln-
creasing ¥~ Well, my experlence has not hul very long
there and I have only taken an active interest int it
lately, but there ia a marked lack of ettlg}__my.

MRi. IUDCAS: Is there anything mm the natives here
by private effort 7- No, there 1s nothing done here exeept
by the mission statlions. :

THE CHAIRMAN: And the hospital 7- m. we have only
Just opened that mative hospital.

MR. LUCAS: What 1 meant was whetlher there were any
workers in the plage to supply you privately in the way of
supplyling milk, or drugs, or saything like that ?7- 4is a
metter of fact, the drugs supplied at ‘lh_o location, at our
elinie, are supplied by s private individual, by our local
chemist, Mr. Molees, who zives all the druge free for all
cases for which | have preseribed. /md then the Council |

also eontributes a small amount. hua' are gertain people in
town who have told me that if there are any sick children who

require special food 1ike milk I ean always approach them
snd they will be willing to provide it.
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S0 thet something le delng dome in that way whieh the
natives would be able to do for themmelves if they were
economically well off ?- So far as food is concerned, yes,

I8 there any provision for training mirses locally ?-
No, there is mot. -

And is there arny provision im the location for aged
natives 7= No.

You have been here seven years 7= Yes.

Have you come agrose any cases of aged natives who
eannot provide for their own livimg - Well, they go about
the town and beg.

Have you noticed sny inerease in them 7= Not in
Middelburyg, there are not many of them hers.

Now, let us talk about your suggestion about the layout
of locations or native villages. [Have you lao mind villages
in which they would have freehold title or long leases I-

Ho, I was merely thinking of uy manicipality laying out a
location.

I see. You see the two terms "location" and "mative
villages". Do you draw any dlstinction in your own mind
l between the two 7= Vo, | do not;xkk I was merely thinking
really of the size of lecations.

One point was raised here which we have to deal with,
and that is the guestion of mative villages im which natives
will have segurity of title. Have you given any thought to
that ?- Yes, I have.

Can you tell us anything atout that ¥= It is & very
diffieult question. The position with a location of that
deso:ription is this. It all depends whether the location is
near the town and whether that town is going to inmerease in
fizse, If you have & location, say withih a mile redias of
'- town, and you give the natives freehold of that land, that
lavd becomes theirs. Well, your town is gokngs to spread; your
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town may of necessity spread in the diregtion of the native
location. What is going to happen thean?
I had that im mind. When you say oce mile, do you mean
from the gentre of the town 7- Yes, from the centre of the

towh.
We had s suggestion made to us of not less than three

miles from the manieipal boundary. The sort of location which
you refer to might necessitate the moving of natives from the
place to whieh they had been assigned and the demolition of
their hoases ?- Yes. I think it should b'o planned in a
direction of the town where there is not likely to be any
expansion.

MAJOR ANDER SON: Have you given consideration to the
question whether natives under present conditlons are Letter
off in the locations of out on the farms ?- Well, so far
&8 the sative on the farm is congerned, his condition really
depends on what kind of &« master he is under, If he is
under a master who gives him s good bit of ground to till snd
if he can get a good crop from his ground he ie& not ‘oo badly
off. But you get natives ou farms who are given ground whieh
ie no zood at all. The uative has to work on the farmer's
land and he is given ground of which he can make no use at
all. Then, generally, the mative has no opportanity #e far
as agriculture is concerned. He keeps on ploughing the same
bit of land without an idea of adding fertiliser at all, with
the result that gradually that portion of the land which is
provided for him is worked out and exhausted. The land whisch
he has begomes worth nothing at all, and his erope are always
diminishing in quantity and quelity. On the other hand, the
natives in the town are at least sure, if they have jobs,
of a gertaln amount of money.on which they can live.

But generally speaking from the polut of view of natives,
you would sot llke to mee them sncourazed to come into the
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town ?- 1 think the native in his tribal state is much better
off than the native anywhere else.

I also want to inelude native reserves ?- Well, I am
afraid I do not kmow much about them. I can only speak of
what I have heard. And it seems to me, speaking from what
1 have heard, thet the native im his reserve is better off.

MR. LUCAS: How are the natives housed who live oan
their employer's premises T~ Uf course the employer has to
provide a room for them.

Yes, and what are these rooms like = Do you regulate
that ?- They have to have ventilation and a certaln amount
of air space. That is provided for under the bye-lawe.

ind are those bye-laws satlsfactorily observed 7- Yes,
they are observed satisfactorily. They come up tc our re-
guirements and where necessary we enforce them.

From your point of view, are the netives in sueh uir-
cums tances reasonably satisfactorily housed ?-, Yes.

THE CHAIRMAN: Now you told us that blood examination
would probably reveal nearer sixty per mt than Tifty
per cent of syphillities among the native population 7= Yes.

Are you referring to the urban population ?- I am
only talking of my knowledge of natives in the town.

You have natives coming in from the rursl areas ?- Yes.

My normal jJob is to suspeet figures. [Have you your-
self done blood examinmations ¥= FNo, I have not.

50 you cannot really speax with any certainty ?- 1
did mot say I conld. I have not done these examinations
nyself.

But Lf you have not done these blood examinations -
f- What I meant to comvey waz that we seut them away to
Johannesburg.

I mean this, have you yot any blood examinations on

which you are going 7= As you say, ome can always be
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caught on figures, but one can make a filrly sccurate guess.
I have had natives who have appeared qulite mormal, but for
my own satisfactiom I have taken a sample of thelr blood and
* have sent 1t to the Imstitute and I have received a report
that they are posi tive.

How many eases in all would you have dealt with - how
many blood tests have you had made iln the last seven years 7-
0f natives - actually we do not send away & lot of blood for
native examination, but as I say, 1t has become a habit to
estima te.

dow many have you sent away 7- Not more than five.

That is rather a slender sample 7= Yem, that is quite
true. | '

o that your fifty or sixty per ecent is not based on
examination 7= It is based on a sound om-h.

Your fifty may perhaps ve thirty ¥-= No, I do not thimk
80, 1 know many of the natives in the location, in fact I know
most of the families personally.

Let us take a different basis. 0.;1& you give an esti-
mate of the number of natives whom you actually know from a
health point of view 7= Yes. '

Now «hom you have examined for syphillis or anything else,
but whom you heve treated one way and another, with whem you
have @ome into safficiently cl.ose contaet to enable you to
judge of their health eonditions.® How many natives, healthy
or 111, sufferinz from any disease, have you seen ¥= During
the last seven years ¥ It the golinic alone? I can only zuess.
At the elinie I have seen 297 natives from the 18th of October
last to Junme last. Those were native women and children. Now
the native women sometimes bring their children along. They
do not complain of anything, but when we examine them we di sgover
syphillie in them. Now, where d1d that ehild get 17 1t means
that the native woman has got 1%, and the husband has got it, .
and all the members of that household have so0t it,
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You ere trying to prove something I am not asking for.
I want to test the validity of your figures. You say that
you have seen about 300 at the climie and you must have seen
quite & number in your privete pragtice ¥~ Yes, double that
nusber,

‘ay you have seen 600 in your private practice 7- Yes.
Now say we maltiply that Ly seven. Would you have seen 00
different ones every year 7- No, cay aboul BUO every year.

They could hardly have been 500 different omees 7~ No.

How many natives live in Middelbarz town 7= Iltogether
about 2,000,

Could we add 2,000 that you may have seen froz the dis-
trict ?7- ©No, not as many as that, say 500,

That makes 2,60V, In the population of Middelbyrg
District that ls atill a small number 7= Yes.

That is only the total which you have dealt with
medically - 1t is still a small sample ?7-, Certalnly.

Well, now, I want to know whether you have meen snough
natives to make your estimate such thot one ean go on it 7-

I take the majority of the natives and %reat them.

Your estimate comes to this then, thet there is a
large number of zkxilimsixxx syphilletic natives im the
district 7- Yes.

And that is the utmost validlty your estimate has ?-Yes.

DR, ROBERTS: Om the same reaconing half the people of
’retoris have taberoulosis P~ 1 canmot argus aboat that.

You are prepared to acknowledge that if you took a
blood emear you would find that mearly 50 per eent would have
tuberculosis 7- No. I an prepared to say this, that a
larger number than one would expeet have tubergulosis.

I am only speaking from my owi experience. I treat the
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mjority of the natives in this town, and I ktmow that the
wajority of them have Syphillis and have had 1%.

THE CEAIRMAN: Will you put it this way, that the
major ity of the natives whom you have mediecally attended have
syphillie - have bee: safferine from syphklllis.

That i#2 » mach more valaable statement tham your
estimate 7= I do not know.

1f you can zive us your own experience, your own
personal experlejce,then sarely it is much more valusole than
simply givin: us @ rough guess 7= 1 can only tell you
atout the town, and ! have siven you an estimate whish 1
rcg:nrd'au representing the true position.

But you really cave mot got any definite basis to
come to tha: cenclusion on 7- 1 am speaking from ny
personal experience snd from the experience which I have
gethered in the occurse of my treatment of the natives here,

3%ill you have no definite Lasis ?- Yee, I think so.

THE COMMISSICN ADJOURNED AT 4.45 pem.,
UNTIL 9.30 a.n., ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 23rd,
1930.
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