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MAJOR nonb RO Addlitional Native Commiseioner,
LD ROLFE WURT, iyl

galled and ned
|

TES CEAIRMAN: 1 understend there sre oertain poinmte
which you wish to bring to our notice u‘m_g;‘:“ty of |
addition 1 Native Commissiomer for uw That by the %
way 1o the positiom whiech you oecupy, 1a mot it 7= Yes. |
I really 4o not tnow exactly what svidence you require me to
give, bat I Juat wanted to plauce before the Commiomion one
fact, which appareatly has not securred to the Treasuty st all.
It 1s @ polnt which ! hsve brousht before $he Secrelary for
Hative Affalrs as well. Thst is to ssy, s District such as
Sexukuailend produces very little iteelf, amd it is very nearly
entirely dependent on what i: semt in from beyond i{ts owm
borders. It produces very 1littls indeed for its own living.
1f we irn Sekukuniland hud to depond for our revenue on Sekukunl-
land uloﬁo, I am qulte cortala 1%t would de necesmary to reduce
the taxes, or elee provide additional prisen a&aomdluo-
for the adult mele population. The bulxz of my Adlstrict's

tax collection le in the hanls of golleetors from ths Reef
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rather thas in the hands of my office. Almoet all our
able-bodled taxe-payers go away from the district %o work.
The majority of them go on nine months' contract %o work

on the Zast Rand, Take for example the last six years,
take the six years from 1924 to 1929;forabout 70 per cent of
my district, the gemeral and local tax was colleoted in
labour areas, and only about 30 per cent wag peid into my
offiee. The sctusl amount collested in * wan 295,497
for the full six years; of this £66290 q‘gﬁlﬂ in from
labour asreas, and only £29,207 was uu.nﬂ;y_l my office.
Furthermore, a good proportion of this 30 u! gent colleoted
locally was really money remitted by m netives to their
fathers or relatives to help them pay. During these six
yesrs £11970,0r about £2,000 per snnum was remitted to my
offioe alone, g4part from money sent W the Post Office
in registered letters u.ud by natives olglll sent by
returning relatives. During these six years, from 1924 to
1929, traders imported mealies for esch oms of these years.
Lhey imported these malies for sale for ty*. And while
over 11,000 head of cattle died of starvation during that
period, Shat was what was going on. M-_,a-_ﬂ the faots
which I wish %o bring before the Commissiom. A distriet
‘Such ae mine is not self-supporting and depends entirely for
ite revenue on what comes in from outelde. You yourselves
have seen the location where we haie most of our railn in
Sekukuniland. Moreover, you have seen 1t at its very bess;
you have seen itx in Lt very best year since the summer

of 1908/9, and you yourselves can see that it is rather

dry even mow. 1 do not know whether any of you have seen
the country to the east of the Lulu Mountains, whers the
ralnfall is still less. I can assure you that if you had

&°ne up to the northern part of the country, %o the east
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of the lalu Mountains, you would heve seén what & very poor
eountry it is and how dry it ie there.

DR, ROBERTS: 1Is mot that the mxy road leading te
the Steelpoort 7= No, . am talking of Sekukuniland itself
now, and I cen assure you that it is very dry m:f. +1 am

talking of that part to the north-west of the Steelpoort
Hiver. Cf gourse, thet is not my entire Wt vy
dlstriet also goes up to Roos Semekal, end the boundaries
of Newhouse Farm, and t¢ the CUrown mmm of Ohrigstad
as well, but I sam mow speaking of Sexukuniland proper.

THL CHAIRMAN: You are particularly referring fo
the conditions prevailing in your area and im your loeations
?- Yes, those are the poimts which I wzah-_-ip.“.)xlu before
the Commission and thies is what I waant %o say. A district
such as mine is not self-supporting and it cannot under
present circumstances be self-supporting. If we had %o
depend upon ourselves we should bLe very badly off and we
should have to make representations %o you or to the Govern-
ment to abolisk the taxeh or to build additionzl prison
acgommodation for the adult male population, Of that I am
absolutely convinged. |

MR, LE ROUXZ VAN NIE{ERK: What is fhe extent of your
location ¥- The extent of my dietrict is about 2,500 square
miles, but the extent of Geluk's lLoesation u_i..u-hﬂ 400

square miles.

Do you know what is the population of the location 7-
I should say it would be about 28,000.

And what would be the number of adult meles ?- Well,
1 have not got the regord here with me, but I should roughly
say about one-glxth. :

Can you $ell us how many eattle you have got in the

location?- Yes, I have those figures. In June, at the end



of our last dipping season, we had from 28,320 cattle, -
Just about that. In the country, to the east of the Lulu,
alse in Sekukuniland, we had 22,054 head of sattle, that

is to say: 4in all 22‘““1. owned by natives; also in
that area 1343 European cattle, that is to say: Buropeans-
owned cattle which were being dipped, so that st the present
moment we are fortnightly dipping 51717 eattle.

And goats and sheep ?- We have jurt had universal
dipping of all the sheep and goats, and the Sheep Inspectors
through the Government Veterinary Surgeon, !mo informed me
that there are 14195 sheep in Sekukuniland, that 1is %o say s
across the Steelpoort. 1In regard t0 gutm. the number in
May, 1913, was 73243, that is to say: in an 87438 small
stoek. These cattle have lneressed snormously singe iip-
ping was instituted and I think that you will find that
there is an enormous smount of over-stocking in all our
native areas, not only im Sekukuniland, you will find that
this enormous over-stoeking throughout the mative areas all
over the Union L& largely due to the aetion of the Covern-
ment. That i= te say, that in all our native arees we make
the natives dip thelr cattle, whereas the white people are
not compelled to dip their cattle at all, Take the
Lydenburg District as representative, in a miniature way,
of the Union, I ean say that before dipping came inte
forece about two out of every three calves died. That was
the position before compulsory dipping was introduced, But
since dipping hes been compulsorily emforced none of the
calves have died, and in that way we have M- terrifi-
cally over-stocked with serub cattle. -

You mean to say you are over-stocked; is there no

inelination on the part of the natives %o get rid of their
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scrub stuff ?- In years gone by there was ne inelination
whatever, but lately there has been a very slisht inelinatioen,
although | cen say that gensrally speaking that imclination
is very little indeed. 1 kanow some farmers who come in
nowadays, prior to the ploughings season, hbw oxen in
order to use them for ploughing; htalug-,}ou in and they
buy oxen and other sattle for slaughter. The local mines,
such ss Peneh Asbestos Mine, buy locally for slaughter,

You have a local fund ?- Yes, we have the Bapedl
Triba} Fund for land purchases, N

But you have another Reserve Pund, the 10/- tax 7=
Yes, but t.ht is the local tax for the location, That you

have right throughout the Union.

Can you tell us this, how etrong is that fund in your
location ?- Yes, 1 ean give you exactly what revenue
was collected for the year 1929, If that will meet your
purpose, I think that would cover your guestion. The
mative tax, the general tax, that is, the £1 tax, produeced
£12493. That is for 1929,

DR, ROBERTS: That ils a higher average thsn it
had been for several years 7- No. We had £95,000 for six
years, one-sixth of £95,000 is more. Of course, the
£95,000 was the general and local tax. ‘

MR, LUCAS: Yes, but the tax was £2 in 1924 and 1925
?- Yes, that is the general tax. The amount that we col-
lected from mine natives for 1929 was £12,493. My loecal
tax was £1721.10.0. That is the local tax slome. That
is also for 1929. Then we have Crown Lands; that is to say,
they have to pay remnt on Crown Lande - those who live on
Crown Lands, of course, and that prodaced £1729.15.0. They
have to pay for steck, too.
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What ie the rent om Crown lands ?- £1.10,0,
that is a flat rate.for all taxpaying Crown Landers, plus
something extra for stock.

How mach do $hey pay for their steck om Crown
lands ?- Well, the firet ten head of catile are free and
after that 2/6d. per group of five. o)

Is that & gemeral regulation 7- Yes, and for small
stock the first twenty free and after that 2/6d. per zroup
of ten.

MR, LUCAS: Is that what they pay per year or per
month 7~ No, that is what they pay per year,

That i» for a group 7- Yes, that iIs for a complete
group. That is the pesition for these sroups and for any-
thing over the group they pay so much per head.

Yes, that is for the group, dut what if they are
anything short of a group? Say, they are one or two short,
do mot they pay them ?- No, then they have it free.

MAJOR ANDERSON:; Where does that momey go whieh
they pay in respeet of their rent and their stock 7- That

is all paid inte the Treasury. Then of course there 1is
the dog tax, £2493. That is a Provinelal tax. Then we have
runners' permits. These recrulters have rumnners and they
have to pay £1 per head. There are seventeen of them. That
of course is a fee on the runner, mot on the recruiter.
Aevende stamps produced £14.3.0. = There is s significant
item here : marriages £2.,3.6. That ls rabher an indieation
of how backward we are, In a district like Rustenburg you
have sbout 800 marriages, but in my distriet, at 2/6d. per
marriage, we only produced £2.3.6. It shows that nearly
all our merriages are by native rites,y by lobolo. Fines
produced £99.13.11; that is rather small,

DR, ROBERTS: That is an indication of their rood-
ness 7- Well, that may be, I do mnot know. Two Chiefs



-653~-

took out game ligences - total fee belng £3. The Bapedl

and the Bammtala own gertals farms. They have %o pay the
ordinary farm tax, making a total of 218.,13.0. Under
Government Notlee No.9l of 1914, under Aet 20 of 1911, the
Dipping Tenks Act, there was & levy imposed on the Geluk's
Iocation on natives who are not local taxpayers, that ls

on the unmarried ones. That brought im 2336 last year. That
is a dipping levy which was imposed by the Government, and
that is the total amount which was produced inm 1929, That
has been imposed ‘Sinee 1914, I may say, sinee April 1914.

THE CHAIRMAN: “n whom was it imposed ?- Pirst of
all it was imposed on every taxpayer in Geluk's Iscation,
but singe 1926 Lt was imposed only on the ummarried ones who
did mot pay the local tax. The married men pald the local
taxe We 2lso have outside the location, to the Laat of
the Lulu Nountains, we have pecple there who have to pay
that. But I may say that it le really a voluntary levy.

1 should secarcely call that revenaue, becsuse 1t ls merely to
pay the dlpping supervisor and the dip; that brought in
sAER¥xexkex £832. 7.10. The 7/104. is for odd cattle that
were dipped. That was the revenue for that.

Mi, LE ROUX VAN NIEKERK: Is that a free lovy ?7-
Well, nominally I would eall it a voluntary levy, but I
would not eount that as revenue.

DR, ROBERTS: What you have given us ® far, is
that the complete statement 7= That l= what we are collect-
ing in my offiee.

Can you give us what the total is ?= 217157. That
is, including the amount from the East of the Lulu, but
without that it is £832 short of that.

Could we get the popalation of the whols of Sekwrumi-

land ?- We have the gensus flgures of 1921, but I am afrald

|
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that they are extremely unreliable, Legause vaccination was
going on at the same time as the enumerators were coming round
to take up the census figures. Large numbers of the women
thought that they were going to be vaccinated and they cleared
off inte the hills. Roughly opeaking, I would say that the
population is 50,000 on the other side of the Steelpoort. Im
the area of the whole of the dlstriet, that ie, the area
falling under me, the pepulation would ve 65,500. That
includes the area morth of Chrigstad round to Roos JSenekal.

MR. LE ROUX VAN NISERK: Could you tell us how you
expend thet £1,000 0dd whieh you got from the lecal tax =
1 have not got the exaet figure, £1700 or something like
that = That is sent to the Head Office for Wative Affairs.
1 may say that the Local Councll was sppointed about 19237
or 1928, The Administration of the funds is in the hands of
the loeal anou... subjeet of course to the approval of the
Minister., In regard to this famd, I may say this: we have
at present about four or five thousand pounds to the cnlu'
of Geluk's locatidm, and we have made various votes to be ex-
pended from thies fund. We have voted money towards the sinking
of welle and also for other purposes, but many of our votes
have been turned down. For ilanstange, our vote for education
was turned down, and it was refused by the Minister. We also
votes money for roads, but that was aleso turned down and refused
by the Minister.

THZ CHAIRMAN: ¥n what grounds were these votes turmed
down; was any reason given P~ Well, I am the Chalrman of
this LocalCouncils Ve voted £500 towards mending and road-
making, we wanted to re-make & proclaimed Government road,
road Fo.046, which is the maln road between Lydenburg and
fletersburg, and between Lydenburg and P.P. Rust. My Head
Office, that is, the Native Affairs Department, turned down
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that vote, saylng that it was not our duty to make these
main Government roads, but it was the duty of the Province.

Now, may we just continue that question of educa-
tion, why was your vote for education turmed dowa ?- It
wae turned down for exsctly the same reason. I forget how
mich we voted for edusation, but mxx it was a large sum,

IR, ROBERTS: L ecould give you the reasons for that
?- Yes, the reason I was given was that if the Iocal
Couneil were to vote money for education the Province or
the Unlon, whichever it is, the Province ugnhln. would
decrease their vote accordingly. ‘

MR, IUCAS: What do you propose to liﬂd this mon-
ey on 7- Well, we wanted to equip our scheols with benches
and blackboards, and we alse wanted to improve matters from
an agricultural point of view, on edugation,as well,

DR, ROBERTS: I ean explain this, It is the right
explanation, begcause it runs right throuzh South Africa.
1t has been laid down that these loeal funds should not be

used for education, but w:iln in regard to edugcation
should come from the Government ?- Yes, that is what I
have been told by my Head Office. They told me I must
not spend money on education.

| That is a general plﬁolyh 7= Yes, 50 I was in-
formed by my Head Offige,

MR, LE ROUX VAW FIEKIRK: Uould mot your spending
powers in other directions Le speeded up; you have an enor-
mous amount of money im band 7- Well, it eculd amd it could
not; as you gentlemen saw, the main thing we want is
water. e sptarted off with the digging of wells, and we
dug eight wells, at least we sank elght wells. We got an
irrigation expert, the Northern Clirele Engineer, to luok

througzh our location and he gave us a most exeellent repors,
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a long report, pointing out about thirty or forty differemt
sites. Well, we dug on some of these sites. In four sites
we found water, but we falled to find water in the other four
eites. Ve dug on eight eites snd found water on four. Seo
we reconsidered the porition and we came to the conelusion
that we were spending money to no purpose.  Mr. Thornton,
the Director of Native Agriculture, wrote and aaked me %o
hold my hands and not to spend any more money on these
wells until he had gonme very fully inte the matter., He
came along to Skoomoord, where my office is, last week,
Just a few days before you came, snd I took him down to

the location t0 an area which is very dry and sandy. It

ie an area where it ie moat difficualt to l'_!_,.l mo tor=-gar
through owing to the sand, mnd I showed him that area and
he agreed that it was most appalling. Ee promised %o go
further into the matter of this water, but im the meantime

he advised me mot to waste suy money im the dligging of
wells, or the looking for water. Then, in regard to
fencing, we §o require femeing and one of our Counmecillors,
who is here now, is very anxious to spend some money on
that. ZThore are verious other ways in which we wish to
spend momey but this will have to come on on the mext Nsti-
mates.

Are you able to spend money on the improvement of
stock 7- Do you mean én the buying of bulls? Well, the
Piregtor of Native Agriculture strongly advised me not %o
touch any bulls at all, as it would only tend to meke for
worse serud animals than we have already. He told me that
and that seemed to be his definite opinion, I had intended
and I had put before my Council, late in 1928, or early in
1929, proposals to buy bulls. Well, gy Council 414 not



657~
want them either, and they say that they are qulte eatisfied
with what they have got. They say tha® if they get new
bulle in they will only die, and thet is what they are
afraid of, so they would rather not touch them., I take it
that you ask this question from the point of view of reduecing
the surplus which we have in hsnd. Well, the Council feel
that the btulle would simply die,and the netives do not like
it, They say they would mever stand 1%, snd the Council
unanimously opposed my proposal.
' How 4o you pay for your dipping ?- In Geluk's
Logation we pay for i¢ out of the local Council Fund, snd
out of the 5/- levy which still onnmﬁon who are
not married amd do not pay the local Council Fund, which
emounted to 2336. Our Aipping expenses in Geluk's Location
amount to perhaps £1,000 in the year. !hj;.j.l. with univer-
sal dipping of small stock.

Do you think the present system c!jq!iu for dipping
out of your local fund is the proper ome? Does mot it
sncourage the natives to increase their stoek still further?
dould it not ve better If you were t make them pay per
head ?- Well, it would be sxtracrdinarily Aifficult to col-
leet in the first plage; in famect, I do not mee how you could
do 1%, How am I, sitting in my office, t¢ account for an
0ld widow who has lost her hasband; she hae five head of
eattle and she would have to pay fivepense., Well, she has
not got fivepence. 50 xm how am I golnz to eolleet it?

A tax on cattle would ve umpopular I take it - Yes,
it would be moet unpopular.

 You say that the majority of your boys who are capable
of working go out to do s0 7= Ay ocutput of labour malnly
to the Eastern iand Mines, %0 the Springs Mimes, %o the
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Van Ryn “gtate, Van /iyn Deep, and alse to the Premier NHine,
end for house-boys in Pretorim, I should say would be
between 8,500 and 9,000 per year.

Bo you find that some of these boys do not come
back at all 7= Yes, ! do find that. I had an instanee a
Gay or so before you arrived. An old man from the
east of the lulu Mounteins came in and told me he
Juet lately paid lobolo for his som. IHis mon had ed
off with his new wife and they hsd gonme to live at
Hoberts Helghts, Pretoria, and he had left the old man
without any support at all. That old men had no wife left
and he msked me %o try and arrange to get that son bassck. Well,
wkat was | %0 d0? That som had eleared off with hie wife and
I could not stop him. But that L= only one instance out of
many; they clear off to the towas.

I suppose that in the majority of cases you find that
smoang the unmarried men, not among the merried omes 7- No,
you find that some of the marrled ones do that as well as
the unmarried ones, Of course, the young unmarried people go
there in the first instance to work, and same of them, in
fact very many of them, remain away for very many years.
Some drift as far as Cape Towm. #e have people from all
garts of the lniom - all coming from my distriet. We have
boye from Sekukuniland loading up Union Castle boate In Durbaa,
and Port Ellzsbeth, and Cape Town. They are all Bapedis.

They become detribalised and do not come back ?-
Eventually they do. But 1 have rather an interesting
point here, snd you find the same very onn; & boy came
bagk the other day, after belng away I suppese a couple of
dozen years - 24 years.

Did he come back to stay ?- Yes, He was a Bapedi
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Headman snd he came back to elaim his petty headmanship.

THE CHAIRMAN; Im regard to the stoek in your
area, you gave us the number of 51,000 catth® as that for
the area of 2,000 sguare miles?- ©(h mo, that is for em
area of 1600 square miles, That is %o say, in the part
known as Sekukuniland, We go northwards of the 3teelpoort
River,

Now, you knew that area as It was before it Lecame
80 over-stocked as it is mow 7~  Tes, I knew the ares
before it was wiped out by ZSast Cosst Fever. I was there.
When I first came to Sekukuniland there were 21,000 cattle
beyond the Steelpoorty, | myself remember seeing 10,700
shespxuntxaikax animals which had dled from Eset Coasst
Fever. They were assegaied or shot., We often had to take
the cattle away from the natives altougether. We placed
them into segregation camps. #e umed to concentrate them
in one part with grazing round about; them further along
we had another lot comgentrated, and grazing round about
that;, and so on. If East Coast Fewer broke out there
We shot every single beast in the camp. Well, we had
about thirteen of those campe ilmn the sountry. But we
shot out only about three or four of them.  After that,
we had to wait about eighteen monthe, or twenty-one
months I belleve it wam, 2nd when the Transvesl Veterinary
Surgeon decided that the country was free we started buil-
ding dipping tanks and we gave back the balance of the
¢attle which had survived, namely: 7,800 hesd. We gave
them back to their omers. That was in 1914. There were
no calves. The calves had all died in and round about the
gongentration camps on secount of lagk of grazing. Well,
things have changed considerably since them, The sattle
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have inereased ?fﬂ-nmu]; eince then. Im 1928, or at
the end of 1927, we had close on 16,000 head of cuttle
in this ares, but in 1928 over 11,000 dled.
' MR, LOCAS: D14 they die from drought - Yes, that
wae the number reported died, but ! dare say there were
some not reported. Im 1929 sgain several hundreds died.
i1 may tell you this. Prior to 1928 I had pat before the
tribe a scheme for selling cattle and buying laad, counting
8 beast ae a three years' tribal levy. My proposal was
agreed to by the tribe and we had our whole scheme ocut and
dried for the purpose of selling cettle for the triwal
fands. Well, I put this scheme up %0 my Head Office,
but it was turned down, and 1 was forbiddem %o do i%.
It would have been an exgellent thiang, to my mind, and 1t
would have enabled us to get rid of a lot of stuff, but we
were not allowed to carry it out. Had we been able to

carry it out I would have n-umuwin:uot
10,000 head of sattle, instead of the 10,000 dying within
the next few monthe, as they d4id, snd we would have been
230,000 to the good.

¥i., LUCAS: Can you tell us what reasons wers given
for your scheme being turned down by the Department i- Well,
I wae told that it was undesirable that I should spen! my time
on such an affalr ss this, and | was forbidden to do it.

I tried oy bvest, but Xk could mot g0 om.

Can you show us the correspondence in regard % that
matter - Yes, 1 have all the correspondence in my offige and
I shall be pleased to send it to you. I may mention that 1
spoke to ¥r. ‘hormtom sbout this and he also asked me %o

send him the correspondence.
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MR, LE ROUX VAN NILKERK: Do not the natives make
mich use of the milk 7- Yes, they do milk their cows, but
most of their cows are pretty bad milkers. I hire a couple
of cows, two or three of them, for the purpose of milking,
and 1t is extremely difficult to find any good milking cows
among the whole lot, and that generally is the experlience of
the natives here. I suppose that is so all round.

MAJOR ANDERSON: These wells which you have dug -
ean you tell us what depth you went to 7= ; In some of them
we found water at about 17 feet; in mﬁ? one we found

water at about 15 feet, and in another place we found it at
134 feet. I may tell you that we found water pretty near
the surface. 3

And was 1t good water 7~ Yes, it was beautiful water.
At another place we went down at about 20 feet im roek, hard,
solid, granite roek, hard as nails, and in another place we
also went down about the same depth in m&. 80144 rock.

There were two places where we went down slomsside the bank of
the spruit which you saw yesterday at Sekukuni's plage, that
rather smelly spruit where all the people and all the cattle
were in the sxkkkm water where the people were washing.

Have you got any sites where you could build conser-
vation reservoirs ?7- lMr. Hopgood, t e Northerm Cirouit
Engineer, pointed out several sites to me. Mr. Thornton
came round the other day amd he proposes 'o get the Coumcil
to buy sorapers and to start in on one of those sites almost
immediately. I shall see the Council about thst at its next
meeting, which ie to Sake place next week,

MAJOR ANDERSON: Is that for the purpose of building

dams across the river ?- Yes., The intention ie to g0
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inte the river bed. The ground slopes up on both sides.

M3, LE ROUX VAN NIEKERK: Would it mot have been
more ecomomical if you had seeured a drilling machine ?-

Yes, I think so, and as a matter of fact Mr. Thormton intends
send ing one, them it will be much more economical, and I think
it will be more succeseful than simply ecarrying on in the way
we have been doing. We went into 1% carefully, and that is
the idea at the present moment. OFf gourse, we are & backward
conmunity, but we are doing the bLest we can -Ln‘ the circumstan~
ces.

MR, MOSTERT: You sald that the area we saw was at
ite very best when we saw it 7- Well, you saw the very bemt
of the location. You saw the area between Skoonoord snd
Maserumle's Iocation. Z‘hat is where they get their best
grain. It was at its best when you saw it; in fact, it has
not been as good as 1t is now for several years.

The kaffir corm Ais rather good in that area 7- Yes,
this year it waes very good indeed. It was the best we have

had sinee 1908/9.

Now, you told us thet you invariably have to import
mealies into that area. Do I understand thet there is not
sufficient grown in the whole of that area for your require-
ments 7= I should say that every seven years out of eight
we have %o import mealies. For the last six years, includ-
ing this year, sll the store-keepers have been riding mealies
into the country as hard as they could.

Did you have to import kaffir eorn ss well ?= Yes,
gertainly. In some years we had nothing at all and we have
had %o import kaffir corm, too. Even in the last fortuiszht
the storekeeper at one place tells me that he is beglmning to
Sell mealies, dut he is buying a few bags of kaffir corn
which the women bring im; they simply bring them inm in emall
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quentities, in baskets, and they exchange them for other
goods. 3ut there is not very much of that.

In other words, you have a little surplue in
kaffir eorn - Yes, this year we have a small surplus in
kaffir eorn, but still there is a shortage in mealies.

In spite of your good seasom, there 1is a shortage
in mealies 7= Yes, in spite of our good season we have %o
bring in mealies.

Are your satives ploughing ?- Yes, they are.

And ean you tell us, are they improving in thelr
farming methods, do they seem to be learning sanything
from the Xuropeans ?- 1 thimk they are lmproving slowly.
As 1 say, some of them are ploughing, but others are still
simply relyiug solely on the hoe.

THL CHAIRMAN: What proportion do you say depends
on plougking and what proportiomn do you say depends on
hoeing ?= Well, L should say $hat the larger proportion
of the natives in Sekukuniland use the plourh nowadays.

MR, MOSTERT: Do they go im for kaffir beans, do
they go in for rotation orops 7= Well, a few of them
grow kaffir beans, but 1 must say omly very few,

They 40 not go in for fields of kaffir beans, for
large areas of 1t 7= No, very few indeed,

Do they realise that it is a good thing for kaffir
corn and for mealies, or for any other erop = do they
realice the necessity for having what we call rotatiom
erops 7= No, ! do not think that enyone has told them
that. Firet of all, we had a demonstrator here who came
from the Cape Colomy. Well, he was not very satl =fac tory.
He could mot speak a word of their langusge, and he was not
what 1 would eall sstisfactory im many ways. Well, we have
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been able to off-load him, and now we have got another man
there, he has been here asbout a fortmight, amd I think he
will be able better to get into touch with these natives,
he will be able to get into toudh with them much more close-
ly and be able to teach them these things.

THE CHAIRMAN: |1Ioes this new demonstratpr belong

to the Bapedi ?- lo, he comes from Ramahoek, in the Ple~
tersburg Distriet. I think he will do well.
MR. MOSTERT: Do they realise that it is a bad

thing for them to have stumps of Ixximxsx trees on the
lands ?- No, 4 d0 not think they realise that st all. You
see, nobedy has taken any interest in our natives in regard
to these matters. No-ome has instructed them singe the
beginning. You mast remember that we do not seemto
have done very much for them. Take for instance the
Company farme, or the Orén Lands. de ct’.ll the people
living on these Crown lands the Crown-Landers. The Crown-
landers live on their farms from year end to year end
and the Company Farm boye live on their farms from $Jear
end to year end as well. Nelther the Covernment nor the
Companies do & hand's-turn to improve those farms im any
way. 1 have never heard of amy of the companies spending a
sixpence on the improvement o f their farme, They simply
golleect the rents and no-one takes any interest, I am a
singleton and 1 have my hands full with a thousand and one
things, and my hands appear %o get fuller and fuller every
year.

Now, your population is really away from the stad,
that i=s the working population; the able~-bodied man is
away 7- You can say that my population is & floating popu-

lation, We do not live at home. They some back some-
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times, bat generally speakins you esan say that we are a

floating population.
What you say mow of course applies to the male popu~

lation 7= Yes, prineipally to the male population.

Prineipally -- are there many of your women folk
eway as well then 7= No, ¢ would not say manyj Oompara-
tively few. But some of them are now begliming %o go to
plages such as Pretoria, and so on. Of course, in numbers
it is nothing like those who go from the Rustenburg Die-
triet, of whish I slso have a good deal of experisnce.

THE CHAIRMAN: ¥o the women gcome back again P= Very
few. They mostly remsin sway. They go to other places and
I am afraid that very often they go to the bad.

In the state in which the country was after the
East Comct Fever came, could you estimate how many morgen
would be required per ‘uu of cattle 7= No, the Eastern
Transvasl Land Commission estimated that per family 184
morgen would be required. That would be for a family of
five. They said that a family would require 18] morgen
of land, of which & four morgen rhould be arsble, and the
remaining 144 morgen should be for srazing. That is good,
bad, kopje, stones, and everything. That was the estimate
whieh the tasterm Iransvasl Commission came to, that was
the average. The Commission sat in 1917.

You say 1l4¢ morgenm 2= your ecountry eould carry
very few beasts ?- No, in the Northern srea they could not.
There are large areas there which could not earry a beast
at all. 1% ie very sandy, like the Sshara Desert.

But after Zast Coast Fever what wae the carrying
capaoity of the country ?- Well, it was very good then.
You see, the grass wae high. The cattle were few and the

grase had not been Srodden down. Berides, in those days
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there seemed to e more rain. I can %ell you this, we
gertainly did not have three years of drought, as we reecently
had here, and gemerally speaking I think the veld was very

mach better.
Ie it possible to estimete how many heaé of cattle

14} morgen would have been able to carry them 7= Three;
that is what the Lastern Iransvaal Commission estimated.
They said three head of large stoek and nine head of small
stock for the 144 morgen. Lt would be 3 morgem per head
of great stock and ome-half morgen per head of small stoek.
That 1 think is how they worked 1t out.

But that country which we saw yesterday could not .
carry thaet at present ?- UNo, I am afrald it certalnly could
not carry that now.

"How is 1t that it has got reduced to that positiom
in which it is nmow ?= < should say by over-stocking and
by lack of water, ' The cattle zrazes on the side of the
hills and they have to trek to the water a long way. This
Iil what happens. They trek to water one day. Then they
trek back home the next day. They remain grazing the
third day, and the fourth day they zo back to water agesin,
and so on. And some of them heve %o trek for seven or
elght miles for water, and Shen they have got to go bdask
all that distance again.

MR. LUCAS: Does that meam that they get water every
alternate day 7= Yes, that is what it means.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1 should =ay that the trekking to
the water must be very bad; the road must be very bad and
there cannot ve much grazing there ?- No, as 2 matter
of fsot the road has ceased to exist. There is no grass.

i{hey have stamped out the roots of the grass, and they have
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reduced the whols place prastically to a desert here and
there. That is what you find in the sorthera parts
to the sast of the lulu and the northern parts of the
logation. +t is® very serious indeed.

Do you aseribe that larsely to over-stoeking 7- Yes,
I asoribe that to over-stocking amd the lack of water com-
bined. If we have the water mear-by it would not be neo-
essary to trek seven or eight miles there and seven or
eight miles back. &

You say that xhm cattle in excese of ten there is a
fee of how much 7= That ls for Crown Lands which I am re-
ferring to. We have about 24 Orown land farms there,

50 that is mot in the Reserve actumlly is it 7= WMo,
We have 24 Crown Land farms outside Gelut's ILication. The
first animals are free.

And then, after the firet tem 7~ After the firet tem
a complete group of five pay 2/6d.

Are you sure that the first tes are free 7= Yes, I
was st the Sub-Commissioner's Conferemee which decided that.

Now you sald that some cattle were mold at varlous
times. Can you tedl us what prioes such eattle would
realise 7= Well, of course they were moatly serud cattle
and the prices would vary from £3 to £35.

Could we say that it is exeeptional for an animel %o
be sold for more tham £5 T= 1 have heard of 1%, but 1t
eertalnly is very exeeptional.

Would your cattle on the whole be of better quality
than the oattle of other matives in the Transvasl ?- Yes,
I think s0; 1 should say that ours are slishtly better than
those in Pokwani Area, and about the samex as those in the
Pilandsberg area, in the Jorth-lestera Traneveal, slong the
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Crocodile 4iver and the Marico. |

They seem to me to be better than the cattle in the !
Zoutpansberg Distrioct, where we have just beem 7- Well, I do
not know that area, 1 know the wholes of the Transvasl, ex-
eepting the Zoutpansberg, and I aleo know Bechuanaland.

Now, im regard to thies charge on grazing for cattle
in excess of ten, do the natives regard that as a ressonaile
charge 7= [ could mot tell you. I really have not asked
then whether they regard it as reasonable or not, but I
suppose they are like other people. They maturally dislike
all taxes. S%ill, this charge is more reaconable than they
have to pay on compsanies farms, snd I think they realise that.
On companies' farms they charge 3/- per beast for the first
amd from the first and 6d. per head of small stock, plus the
£2 rent which they pay.

Do they regard this oz & tax ?7- Yes, the Crown land-
ers regard this as a tax.

Do they mot regard 1% as remtal for the land ?= lo,
they do not. All they kmow is that thyh._!n to pay 1t inte
the Government and they think it Lsthx'.‘ I sm the Govern-
ment, 0 far as they are comgerned, acd they have to pay 1t
to me.

Is It their view that if the Government has lsnd that
1% should be given to them P~ They do not look upenm it inm
that light. You see, we are roather a backward lot here and

we do 20t reason very much.

I2 It & pragtice with them st all to use thelr krsal
manure for their lands 7= Well, I have kmown them to do it
but as a rule it is not done. You see, directly the crops ‘
are taken off the lands the gattle are allowed to runm iate
the lands in large numders. The manure is there them. 1!
have known in one or $wo cases thet they have used the krsal
manure for fer$ilising their lands, dat as & rale they do no# J
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do it.

How can you sseount for thelr not doing 1t ?- 1
ghould put it down %o ignoramee, and besides there is thie,
I have heard women gramble st the land being manured
because, although it brings out & remarkably fine erop, it
al®o means that & remarkably fine ecrop of weéeds is produced,
and, as you know, the weeds and the mealies come up toge-
ther and it means extra work for the womem. The women
have to do the skoffeling and it really means that instead of
simply being able to take off the crop they have double the
amount of work te deo.

Now, ean you tell us, is there a shortage of mative
labour here for agriculture ¥~ Yes, I have knowm ‘l.ht to
be the came too. There have been times when it has been
very difficult to raise the negessary labour %o work the
lamds. 1t has been very difficult o reime the necessary
labour to do the skoffeling of the lands. 1 have known
all the males to be away, at least the young ones, and I

have knowa that even the young piccanins have been away;
they zo away in large numbers to Witbank and there have been
cases where I have seen big girls herding the cattle and
small girls doing the herding of the sheep and the goats.

30 it really would be a boon in this area to intre-
duce labour-saving machinery? They would welcome that,
would they not P- I do not kmow. If we could have a little
more light throwna on szricul ture and on modern methods
through our demonstrators, it would make a tremendous dif-
ference and 1 must say that I am very glad to see it star ted.

With regard to the castration of cattle, did I un-
derstand you to say that your Council were unanimously
azainst i%; what is the reason ?- Well, they are a very

backward and a very suspicious people and they seem to have
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it at the bdack of their minds that we want %o deprive them
of their eattle. You must not forget this. 4As it is,
the number of our cattle only works out at one per head of
population, Here in Sekukuniland we have 50,000 people
and we have 50,000 head of eattle, and ocur wives natarally
want to inerease the numbers of the herd. They like %o
have large numbers in thelr kraales. Jhe would bte quite
willing that their neizhbours should castrate their cattle,
but so far as their own i: concermed ché does not want
that to be touched, che wants that to be imereased as much
as possible,

The idea of improving the guality of the ecattle has
not oeccurred to them Y- No, they are more ;_cmormd with
quantity. I have put it to them and some %time ago I saw
Senator Kerr about getting some bulls out ﬁtn Airlie., I
had this matter in my mind and I had all the prices fixed
and everything was arranged, but when ! put it to the Coun-
eil they turned it down. They told me that they are quite
content with their own bulls and they do nmot want anything
else. They really are a very suspicious lot, and we have to
work very carefully with them. I can give you another
instance. I put to my Council the matter of planting trees,
and a missionary at the morthern snd of my location wanted o
plant trees Just inside the locatiom bdorder. One of my
Councillors - he is here today to give evidenece before you
- strongly objeeted to that, and he l.ntol’_upn the proposal |
with profound suspleion. He put 1t to tho' Council that they
should not allow the missionary to plant any trees inside
the location, even though it mizht be to the bﬁnotit ¢f the
location., That shows how backward and lgnoriﬁt we are,
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MAJOR ANDERSON: You say that the district is mot
self-supporting. Now, could it be made self-supporting by
improved methods of agriculture; what do you think ?- We
eould do a great deal towards 1%, but I do not know if
we could make it emtirely self-supporting. I do not knmow
of any outside district like mine in the Transvaal which
is self-contained, but supposing such & thing were possible,
I do not say 1t is possible, but supposing an order were
to be given that all natives were to lesve the Reef and were
to zo to their own homes - I do mot think it at all poseible,
but if that were done them 1t would be -mm]; diffieult to
make them pay the L1 tax and supply themselves with food.
During the whole of the period 19386, 1927, 1928 and 1929
we were buying food as hard as we could.

The fooed which you bought, the mealies and the
kaffir coru and those things, what sort of priges were they
s0ld at ? How many stores ar: there in the location ?-

We have three maln storekeepers in Geluk's locsation. There
is ome firm, they have a large store, and they have about
half a dozen sub-stores, Then we have another firm by

the name of Gluckman & Co., in the northern half of the
location., They have one big store aund about five other
stores in other parts. We have another firm who have lately
come into the location. They have one store and they do

a great deasl of business, because they undercut the others
and they attraet the natives. There is a little competition
there, |

What is the average priee of meallies, can you tell
us; is it a fair priece ?- The price of mealies varies
#ach year, but I should say it went up to about £1 once

and on one occasion it went up as high as 27/6d.
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Is it generally in fair relation to the ordinary
market price of mealies ?- Well, I do not kmow., This is
what it is, it 18 the Johannesburg price plus the cost of
transpert t¢ the nearest station plas the price of waggon
transport up to our place, plus the profits.

Now, in regard to the number of cattle; you spoke
of 1343 European-owned g¢attle. Now those European cattle,
are they owned by the storekeepers ?- No, they are owned
by farmers on the eastern side of the lalu Nountalns.

Can they grage them in the location 7= No. When

I speak of the 15,000 cattle, Geluk's Iocatiom is only one-
gaarter of Sekukuniland. The other three—-guarters are
company snd Crown Lands farms, There are alsc sone private
farms with farmers on them. Eigh up there is a farm

named Meoklenburg, where there is & missionsry's son farming
and there is also a man who used to be a storekeeper., He

has a native wife, he is married to her legally. There are

about fifteen farmers along the Steelpoort and between them
those farmers imside “ekukuniland and slomg the Steelpoort
own 1343 head of cattley.

And those cattle are grazed on their own lands ?- Yes.

Is the whole amount of available arsble land used
now 7= In the location it is very largely takem up. In-
side Geluk's Location it is largely taken up, but outside
Geluk's Location to the fast of the Iulu Mountains, there is
8%11l land that is aveilable.

Would that be arsble land 7~ Yes, the land outside
and to the last of the Lulu is arable.

How many years gan they grow erops on oue piece of
land 7= To my knowledge they have been growing erops on
their land for 22 years. They tried %o grow their crops on
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the same land every year, regardless of the future. A

few of them fallow and a few of them leave the land unsowa
for a year or so, and some times a boy will disappear for
some time. He will go to Johanunesburg or Pretoria for

seven or elght years and the land will be lying there. He
will come back and he will reclaim his own land., A

number of them have two or Shree lands, and some will leave a
Xke land unused for s year or two.

I thought 1 saw & land yesterday, potentially arable
land, which appsared not to have beoen brokes up. Is there
much of that 7= Wo; 1t is getting less and less and I may
say $hat that is partly due to me. 7You have those lands
which are left lying fallow for perhaps ten .oz twelve years
and not used during that time. Well, we have always got
people coming into the loemtions. We always have people
trekking in from the farms, snd there are very few sver
golng out to the farms. Those people coming in desand new
lande. Well, there i» none to give them, so I have told 24
chiefs and headmen that they simply have %o use some of these
lands which are lying deserted. There was a case this year
which was brought before me im which I gave a definite Judge
ment that deserted land should be dished out agsin % & new |
men, 1 may say that that oreated guite = stir and the u-nt
was that everyone bLegan to ploush immediately. One of the
effects was that our erop was ilnoreased this year sad in
addition the rainfall came to help.

Do you think thet Shey will take kindly %o lrrigstion
?- Yes, I think they will take %o it very kindly. They are
very keen on irrigation, and it ls quite a mistake to may that
they are not keen.

MR, LUGAS: |[Have you had Llustanees of irrigating ?T-

]

o
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?- All the matives livisg in & nrt::.nkoz Delux's location
are very keen on irrigation and they $ake out so many farrows
and usel so mach water I had to stop it, Farthermore, the
first person who took out a furrow on the Moolsl River wan
a native and he ram it over s farm named Megklenburg, with
the result that the farm was subsequently hxn ap by &
white person and the native was given ntho to quit. He
was rather fed-up about that., Farthermore,at a drift near
the bridge where you crossed several natives have come %To me
and asked me to be allowed to take out & furrow om & farm
nearby and put up a storage dam on the other '.“' of the
bridge under water, and | have told them that it was a
matter for the Land Department to decide and thet it mast
be held over. There has been m considerable amount of
correspondence about that, as that piece of land is rather
like a Nabob's Vineyard. %

How many recruiters have you gt in ﬁ! dietriet 7-
We¢ have one Labour reeruiter from the hutﬁ“ﬁhu Reerulting
Corporation, Then we have another man rn*n Premier
Mine, We have snother ome workinz more or less imtermittent-
ly on the eastern side of the Lalu lout% The two malin
ones, that is, the N.R.0. one and the hodgw line one, work
in Geluk's Jogation. I said there was nﬂhu- one, but
there are two more, and they work in the rest of the country.
There are four altogether. Two are working regularly
and on a large scale, but the two others are working lanter-
mittently.

Are you generally satiefied with their methods ?7-
Well, I am perfectly satisfied with the two who work regu-
larly and on & large seale. But im regard to the two who
work on a small scale, | had the licence of one cancelled
last year, 1 had him prosecuted here in the Magistrate 's

Court and the result was that his licence was cancelled.
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MR, LUCAS: What was he convicted of ?- [He wae
convicted of 1llegal recruiting. I forget exactly whit
the section was under which he was charged, but he wae
recrulting boys without atSesting them, He was recrulting
on private farme illegally and we had to stop 1t.

Whom was he recruiting for ¥- He was recruiting
for the Asbestos Mine, for David Erskine of ﬂounhuc.
and his licence was cancelled. Of course, I want to say
that 1t was not Erskime's ligence that was cancelled, but the
recruiter's ligence.

MAJOR ANDERQN: The condition of the cattle we
saw yesterday was pretiy goed, is that normal ?- Durlng
the three years previous to this the conditionm had bdeen
generally good, but there have been cases that we have had

cattle dying here owing to drought and other glrecumstances.

It Ls rather umusual for this time of the year %o
see them look #0 well 7- Yes, it is very unususl. Ordinar-
1ly at this time of the year the cattile here live on the
prickly pears and let me tell you that we could neot do
without the prickly pear here.

Mi, MOSTERT: Will you tell me your method of allo-
esting land to the different people 7- The lands are alloca-
ted by the chief and headmen. This is what ie¢ done - the
Chief allocates a certaln area of land %0 his various headmen
and they deal with it. The headmen have a gouncillor whe
ectually dishes out the land to the lndividualswithin his own
area. That is how Lt is sctually done.

ls that always found satinfactory 7= Yes, it has
been found satisfactory and | may tell you thet there amre
marvellously few complainte. The ouly complaints are in
cases where one healman encroaghes on the area of snother

headman., Those are the only complainte, dut so fer as

J
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individual complaints are congermed, they are very few in-
deed, extreordimarily few, low and then you find an old
woman ploughing over the gormer of some other old women's
land or Just Srying to plek a 1ittle bis, s 1little cornmer,
of some other 0ld woman's ground, and them you get s com-
plaint, but 1t Ls very rare indeed. u

The area which we went over yestorday from the store
%o the hospital had no demarcations. I was rather struek
by that 7-  Yes, It looked like one comtinuous gardem,
didn't 187 _
" Quite. How is that ?- I could mot tell you. Hsch
014 woman knowe her land, and it is really most extrsordia=-
-ary % me. 1 often wonder how they kmow whexrs thelr own
lands end. They seem to know it instine tively.

Yes, 1 was wondering how that was 7= Yes, every
old woman knows her land, They are marked out say 100
yards x 100 yarde; [ do not know how many aseres.each.

I 4o not know what we shall see in future, but this
was the first occasion on which we saw these gontloucus
lands 7= Yes, they are sguare miles with nothing in between
them. 4t really is very wonderful.

And you find that guite satisfactory 9= I do. I
think that is how it should bde.

1 suppose there would be a poselibility in time %o
eome fax when your arable lamd would be set aside snd your
grasing land would b set aside, with proper fencing ?-
Well, that Ils % a certain extent mow. When the erops
&re in the ground and are coming up sll the cattle © to the
side of the hill and they remaln there for a time, and I
Gan assure you that they get remarkabdly thin, bdbut just when
the crope are getting ripe === when the erope are reaped all

4
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the cattle come from the hills and they are allowed to g0
into the lands and they very soon get fat agaln, and they
remain there until they have wiped out all the old stromks.

MR, LUCAS: How long have you been in thir distriect
?- 1 came here in 1908, I was away from the niddle of
1923 to the ond of 1925. I was transferred %o the Rusten-
burg ietriet. Prior to that 1 had Leen h!-llth.
Commissioner in Pilandsberg from 1904 to 1907, Prior %o
that I was sub-native Commissioner from 1902-1904 in
Liehtenburg, amnd prior to thet ! was on the Reef as an
Inepector, TFrom 1096 to 18009 I was in Pondoland and
Fingoland:, I was thers at the time of the rinderpest
ander a mgliestrate named Seully, working under veterinmary
surgeons Hutchins, Soga, and Edington. That is ay sative
experience from 1896 to this day.

You must have seem very great m? the native's
way of living and in his habits generslly w that period
?- Yes, undoubdtedly I have seen very grest &-pa. Shall
I tell you about them fm When I first came here most of my
headmen wore the loim-cloth; I think they all wore them,
a8 a satter of fact. But now I oan only think of about
one or two headmen who still stick to the loin-cloth.

That is & change in respect of their clothing 2~ Yes.

and it is Just the same in respect of the women. They are
all begimning to wear clothes. And then when 1 firet
came here there were very few ploughs, whereas now there are
very many. Waggons there were very few in those days, and
now they have ingreased trememdously, and lo it is 21l the
way throuzh.

Now, about the lobole system, has that remained
unchanged through all thome years 7= Yes, that har remsimed
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unchanged and even today we have practically no marriages vy
Christian rites. As I told you, our total revenue from
Christian rite marriages is £2, 3, 6, whereas in Rustenburg
we have got about 800 marriages.

Ie lobolo slways paid in eattle here 7= At the
time of the Hast Cosmt Fever it was peid in goats, and even
in money.

And after the cattle were restored T= Then it Degan
to be pald in cattle again, and also in goats, but gemedally
in stock.

Is it mot kmown now to psgy lobole in money?- Well,
it 18 known, but it is mainly paid in stock. One native

will pay his dowry of say perhaps seven head of cattle.
He will pay perhaps a dogen goats and he will pay £5, mmking
1t up to the ten head. But cattle are the main thing., Money

does exist, but they eliminate 1t as far as possible,

Can you tell us thx some of the cmum-mu, i

What is its effect on over-stocking 7- Well, 1%t is a cause of
over-stocking.

In how far is it a cause of over-stocking ?- 1% is
one of the causes. An ordimary Mapedli likes %0 have three
wives. Eagh have their own kraal or hut. Each of these
huts has cattle assigned %o it by the husbamd. A Mapedi
marries three wives and be hae three huts. Now esch hut has a
gertain number of cattle agssigned 6o it. That man finds 1t
extremely diffigult, Lf he has to pay out eattle for any
purpose other than for lobole for his son of thet house.

If he has %o pay out for any other purpose, for a fime, or
anything else, he finds it extremely difficult to get a

beast out of any of his wives. Supposing he should go %o
5042, hut and say "I want ome of your bemsts®. That wife
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will say to him "Why do you want one of mine; g0 to loele |
or to No.3. Coming to me for one of my beasts shows that |
you are not liking me any more.” The lMopedi is very hen-
pecked; at the same time he beats his wife, md guite ‘ I
right too! Yet, at the same time he is afrald of hies wife.

THY CHAIXMAN: Are all the cattle given teo the
wives 7= Yes, I thimk so, to each establishment. Sy a msm
has thirty head of cattle, he will gzive ten to Ne.l hat,
ten to No.2, and ten to No.d. if couree, he will mot
necessarily give an egual namber to each.

MR, LUCAS: Are those that are assigned to &
particular hut regarded as the souree from which lobole
is to ve pald for the sons in that hat 7= Yes.

S0 that theoretically the desire would be to have
the reguisite number of cattle in esch hut for the number

of sous there are in that hut ?- Yes, that is so.
We are very muech lnterested in the guestion of de-
trivbalization. 1 persenally at the moment am ruther vague

as to what ls mesmt by that phrace. Have you any views on
the meaning of that phrase T- Well, I %00 am rather vague
on it. TYou see, I have been living among & rather highly
trivalised lot and even 'l.n the Rustenburs District that wae
the case. I have been living mmons the Bapedi here, amd
they sre highly tribalised, and aleo among the Bakzadla,
and they are slsc hig ly tribaliced, and they are under

the strict diseipline of thelr Chiefs in the district, and

our people here are still very keenly tribalised. Let me
tell you that they resent it emormously if you were to try
end depose any of their chiefs. ‘

I was not suggesting encoura ing detribalisation.
“e have Leen told that natives were detrivalised, bat

otill they recognise the authority of their chief. Thoee




-680=

natives call themselves detribvalised. You have a number of
natives in town «ho seem to have cut themselves entirely
away from sny tribe, Further, there sre a section who are
descenied from natives whe were garried off during native
wars, they have never known what tribe they belong to. Ny
difficulty is to know what phrase to use to cover those
people, and at the same time to distingulish those who remain
away from their tribe and yet recognise the authority of
their chiefs. Can you help us there?- No, 1 am afraid mot,
anless you say semi-detribalised., I have known very many
individuals who have been away for years from thelr tribes
and then they come back and they claim the rights of their
tribes; they claim their land, they claim protection, amd
they claim the assistance of their chief.

In the ordinary way those people before coming back
would ve detribalised 7?7- Yes, and they will resoznise no-
one.

THE CHAIRMAN: Would those fxmkXiax people have
their families away from their tribe as well P- 1 have
kmows 8 man with his family in Cape Town.

MAJOR ANDERSON: Did he bring them back 7= Yes,
he brought them back altogether. (f course, the women do
not like 1%,

MR, IOCAS: “n the ILouls Trichardt area we were told
by one witness that the women would not go .‘n;. although
some of the men wanted their wives to go with them ?- Yes,
that is so. The women remain at home and the men 0 out
and stay away as long as they like.

We have had complaints frequently that the young men
lose their respeet for their parents; the parents have no

authority over them. They go away and do not come back.

Have you had much of that ?= Yes, ldts of it. 1 have had
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complaints in the last momth from about six or seven hea'men
on that sgore.
1s that cort of thing growing im your area 7= I think

it L8, 1 think it is a very serious thing.

What do you attribute it to 7- I should say that it
is due to the absence of the young men and to the atirsctions
of the town, When the young man comes back he disregards

his old-fashioned headman and he has no respect for him.
Would you say that the absenmce of the fathers has

enything to do with that, the absence of the fathers for long
periods in the towns 7= Well, the old fathers remaln at home.
Do yoi mean the younger ones 7

THL CHAIRMAN: No, the able-bodied men who have gone
to latour centree. Would thelr absenge from their homes be a
faetor in the desire of the young men to go away as well 7= I
Suppose 80,

Are not the chiliren of the men who are away too
smell to think of going away 7- Well, the childres are all
herd-boys when they are small and they tnow that such and such
a houss, or such and such a hut is thelr home, and that their
mother lives there, and that is sll they know.

Mi. LUCAS: Take boys of 14 and 15 in the locamtion.
ire meny of their fathers away at work 7= Yes, they must
be by now. A good few mast be away.

Then there is 20 control by the father zmx over such
boys ?- No, by the fathers, but the control passes to the
grandfathers. That is the general position.

Does the control pass to the grandfather while the
father is away ?- Yes, that is the position.

Does the absence of the hihu 2% work comstitute a

il
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factor in the breaking up of the family obedienge and
authority ?- Well, the old grandfather would be ia the
plage of the father. He will be in loco parenthis.

DR, ROBERTS: He always is?- Yes, he ies the
head of the family.

He is the head of the family, even when the father
is there, even if the boys are brought up by the father;
the grandfather has the control 7- Yes.

Mi, LUCAS: |[Have you followed up any of these cases
o find the reason why natives have stayed away when once
they have gone ?= 1 cannot say, I cannot give you any con-
erete cases at the moment. I have the case of my own house-
boy. He remained for eight years away and worked in one house
in Pretoria. He was very comfortable there and then he
came back.

Presumably he slways had the intention of eoming baek
7~ Yes, 1 suppose 80.

_ I was thinking more of the natives who had definitely

gone away, definitely with the intention of mever coming

back . They have given up tribal xkimx rights and they have
become town natives 7= Yes, it is difficult %o say that
any native definitely does that. You see, no native will
deny his tribe. No native will do that, but he likes o
live away and to be free and to recogunise his ghief in so
far as he wants to, or in so far as it is useful o him.
‘Sometimes a boy will send a present of a pound to his Chief
after he hes been away five or six years, Jjyst to keep in
touch. He likee to keep up the conmection, but at the same
time he wants to be free. i have known thet among the
Rugx Bakgathe. They like %o ve altogether separate from
their Chief, while they ere just keeping up a narrow thread

of a connection. That is all.
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It is more sentiment than anything else ?- That
is ®mo.

THE OHAIAMAN: It is more than sentiment in some
cases, because they may want to tace up thelr tribesl righte
again 7- Yes, in some cases.

MAJOR ANDERSON: How are the morale in your location
?- The morals are not cur morals, by any manner of means.
All the husbands are away, and they remain away for years,
and they come lLeck again snd they find that the famlly has
ingressed snd maltiplied, and & matter like that has to be
rather winked at. =

They are gquite satisfied ?7- Well, I have a case the
other day where the husband ocertalaly objected, but we
pointed out to him that this was bound %o m and event-
ually his headman compromised. They came to an sgreement
and the husband and wife lived happily ever after! Thet does
happen. Vf course, their morals are extremely loose from
our point of view. ok

i, LUCAS: But Judging from their g‘a_upout. do
they live up to their own standard of morality 7- I doudt it
very much If they live up to even their own morsl stamdpoint.

This point which you have Just mg with is the
result of large numbers of the males being away from the
trive 7- Haturally.

Can you point ¢4 any other results? In some instanges
you mentioned the fact that the women did the herding of the
eattle. Are there any other results to whiech you can point,
any other results of the men being away ?- There are ger-
tainly.

MR, MOSTER®: Now, years ago were they pretty good
as far as their morals were congerned, wher they lived in
their own locations? Have not they gone down owing %o the
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absenge of the husband in the towns 7~ 1 should seqy that
that is so., The deterioriation of morale is owing to the
natives belng away and it is only singe themn, and it is also
due to the faot that we rather undermined the authority of
the Chiefs and the Headmen.

THE CHAIRMAN: Imn the absenmge of the husband, is not
it the duty of certain members of his family to see that
ehildren are raised to his family 7- It is more or less
winked at, but according to true native gustom that is met so,
80 long as he is alive. The ordinary system is that a
widow is takem over by the mext younger brother of the dead
man, and the children resulting from that union are the
children of the dead man, 4s a matier of fact, you will
find exasetly the same thing Iin bibliecal history.

Ie the custom of the Bapedi different from that
of other natives ¥- No., They are the same as She castoms
of other members of the Bamtu.trides.

We were told in respect to this matter that when the
husband is away it is the duty of one of the brothers to
see thet the family goes on; we were told that there was no
question of waliting for the return of the hasband 7- I do
not think it is their custom; 1t is winked at, but 1t is
not thelr custom and they do not like it.

BR. ROBEATS: You are inelined to put the cause
of lack of mrality down to the absemce of the husbande.

Is it not the case that it is winked st t00,,if & mam has
four or five wives that the younger ounes can have thelr own
sweethearts 7= Yes.

And that is understood 7- Yes, that is known to be
the case. Nominally the husband does not know adbout 1%,
but in agctual fact he does.

And he agrees %o 1t apparently 7= Yes.,
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50 you caanot say that the lose of moersle l» osused
by the husbend going away ¥- ot entlrely. Yhen you get
one of these Chiefs before you who dail; dedls with these
cases he will be able to give you & lot of laformstion on
this point. : -,

One should not lose sight of the fuct that their ,
morality 1s mot so great in their natlve stad as we are
irclined to thimk 7= 4t is o differcst standaxd -1«..11»:;
You muet start from a differecnt tamls altogether.

i, LE R0UX VAU NIEX RX: Does the demudation of
trees iu the locatlion ingrease 7- Yes, 1t has inoreased.

I am very sorry to say 1%, but you see most of my natives
walking sbout with axes ln thelr haunds; always and mlw
ingly chopping up something. They never weem to plant a :
tree, they are always destroying ireem. ‘

Iz there no way of stopplay that ﬂ“tﬁﬁu‘ - I
should like to, but it ls extremely uﬂl.-.lﬂ

Is there any influx of natlves from ﬁo tuu inte
the location 7= Yes. laring the 22 youi ma I hu. known

Sekakunilard the tendency has alweys been h- trex sway '!!l.
the farms rather tham to trek to the forms. I must say

‘that [ heve seen that all the times I have seen very,

very few famllles leoaviang the location or even the ho—
Land farms to go and live on an oceapled farm; very, very '
few indeed, There have been cases whers the lande nave hn
good snd the men who had been occupylng them bc&n were

bad, and have left those lands, but the senersl tendemoy

is from this side of Steelpoort to the other cide of Stesl-

poort. That has Leen my experisnge.
Is this side of the Steelpoort ihe poorer side Y- g,

it 1s the righer side, but the tendercy has Leen %0 zo from
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the richer side, that is from the farms, to the poorer side,
that is the location.

X You say this is mot the poorer side 7- No, it is
infinlitely the better side.

Have you any knowledge of the conditions under whisch
farm natives live ?= Yes, I have guite a number of farmers
in my distriet.

What L= the condition of the farm labourer ?- Aldng
the Steelpoort it i: unsatisfagtory from my point of view,
As far as [ can say, it Lo unsatisfaetory. A Doy works
on a form and he gets dissatisfied and he leaves one farmer
and is immediately snapped up by the next one. He plants
a crop there, he sows it, he refuses to work, and the farmer
zives him notice and on he goes. The farm labour down there
have the better of the whites; they simply go from one part
to snother and they do not d¢ thelr work properly, snd I am
afraid that i» generally the case slong the Steelpoort.

We have had evidenge here that conditions on the
farms are very hard in this district for the natives . We

had natives here giving evidengce snd they ovpoke generally
of the Lydenburg District as a whole ?- Well, labour gondi-
tions here are ldentical with these in fustenburg.

MR, LUCA": The complaint was that they had merely
oral contracte. They sald that when they sntered a2 farmer's
servige it was understood that they woild only have to work
themselves, but afterwards they found ocut that it wae expested
that the whole famlly should work, and then they eaid that
they got prastically no payment 7- I cam %tell you this.
Formerly the ninety-days' agreement was prevalent, but now-
adays it is more and more begoming the position that farmers
require thelr boys throughout the year when called upon.
That 1s becoming so more and more., [ have noticed that
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all along the Waterval. “hey are not merely ninety-days'
labourers, and the same is the case along the Steelpoort.

1 met s farmer the other day who wanted %o chenge over

from the ninety-days' system to the twelve months In the year,
whenever called upom. The native does mot know that eon-
tract and he does not seem to like 1%,

MR, LUCAS: 1t would mean thet he would be entirely
dependent on the plece of land which he is given for himself
to plough?- Yes, but he is generally given & good plece of
land.

Would he get sny other souree of livelihood 7~ No,
not unless the farmer allows him to g0 and work. That
is a difficulty which I find, You see, a farmer will
often allow his natives to g0 and work for three or elx
months and expects him back at the end of three or six months.
Say the boy goes away for three months; 1t means that he
goes to the Premier Mine on a three months' contract. Well,
that three momths is et least 3} months. He has %o £111
three tickets of 30 days each. There are a certain number
of Sundays which are not comnted.

It 1o really fiftees weeks 7= Yes, he has to stay
on considerably more than three months, and the same is
proportionately the same If he goes away on a six months'
contract. I have kmown farmers who have allowed natives
%o zo to work im that way. There was ome farmer who allowed
some of his boys to go away for six monthe and he expeated
them to be back at the end of six rmonths. That means that a
boy has to be away 26 Sundays. He has to go away all the
way to Springs and he has to come baek all the way. He has to
walt some time at the pass offige, he has to be at the com-
pound for some time, he has to bve vacelnated, he has to pass
doctors generally, and you can say that the six monthe*
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contract generally works out at sbout 7§ months., Well, I
was mentioning the case of that one farmer who grumbled Dbe-
cause the boy had over-stayed his 180U days.

Mi, MOSTERT: Do you find that the statement made here
that 97 per cent of the oral contracts betwesan the natives
and the farmers are not carried out has any truth in It ¥
Do you agree with that 7= Neo, I do not.

Another statement was made that 75 per cent of the
farmers do not carry out their contracts 7= 1 do not agree
with that elther. The farmers do not generally want to lose “
their labour, and t0 my mind the farmers are actually melly- A
coddling their natives. They do not want to lose thelr
labour. But there is always a tendency on the part of the |
natives towards this freedom.  They like to get away and ‘
live in the wilds, they like to be free, and that during the
last 22 years has been my experience. I shall tell you aenother
thing. 1 have known a boy live in Geluk's Location snd go %o
a farmer and offer his serviees. The farmer has taken him on
and that boy has worked very well indeed for the farmer for
three years. The farmer has leammed % look upon him as a
really good worker. He has begome that farmer's most trusted
wa gon-boy, and he has got on extracrdinarily well with
this farmer, and he has married a girl there on that farm.

How, at the end of three years that boy has suldenly come to
the farmer and sald, "look here, I want to get away, I want %o
trek back to Geluk's Iocation". The farmer has said "Have not
L treated you well?" The boy says "Yes, bdut I want to go

back to the Location." The fa:mer has offered that boy slmost
anything to keep him, but no, the word has sald "I sm going”,
and he has gone. VWhy? Simply becsuse that Loy never inten-
ded to ¥y stop there. The Loy was probably a cousin of the
£irl he had married. They like to inter-marry in that way.
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She was the wife whom that boy was due to marry, and he
married her. And now I shall tell you what the native cus-
tom is. The boy has to remain at the house of his father-
in-law until the firet child is weaned. And he 414 so.

dn that way he fulfilled the custom snd after that he
cerried away the wife and he goes away to0 his own home and
he stayed there. That ie simply the natlve custom, and the
boy has to oarry that out. The farmer thought that that
boy was extremely ungrateful, and he told me sbout 1t. Well,
I t0ld him what the position was. The farmer simply does not
underctand the custom. He could not understand why that

boy should saddenly leave him and he looked upon it as an act
of rank ilngratitade; in faet, he thought the boy had done
him down. There was 1no such intention on the bey's part.
He looked upon the farmer as his friend, snd as & matter

of fact he has singe gone back there to work snd they are
getting on extraordinarily well.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is 1t possible that the reusom of
this bresch of contract may be thst the boy assumes the
contract to be one thing and the farmer assumes it to be
something different 7= That may be, and 1 ean Sell you
that these verbal contracts are the plague of our lives.

M., LUCAS: Would it be reasonably possible to
require all contracts to be attested 7= I wish we could do
it, bat some of the boys will mot do it, and some of the
farmers will not do it either. They prefer thinge to be
on @ loose Lasis, on an easy-golng dasis, which from an
administration point of view is the very devil.

Would there e any diffieulty, from an administrative
point of view, in requiring all contracts %o bs writtem 7-
Well, you would require some reguleation laying 1t down that
they all have to be writtenm.
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Would it be possible - I do not see why not.

I do mot see why 1t should mot be possible. You might put
some seotion Liu the new Masters and Servants Act, or in a
new Plakkers' Wet. They could make the contract coempulsory
and lay 1t down that 1t has to be properly attested.

MR. LE n'oux VAN NIEKERK: Very many natives are
afraid of sntering into a contreact ?- Yes, that is so, and
there are also mny farmers who do mot like 1%, it the
same¢ time I think it should be done. I do not know whether
1% would be a popular move.

In regard to the stoeke Your Council did not want
%0 have any new bulls brought in 7= That is =mo.

Mr. Thornton also agreed with that, 4id he mot?-
Yes. He held the same px view.

Une can understand that if you are slready over-
stocked. You might only fare worse, the positicn might get
worse than it is now on ageount of the shortage of grass 7=
Yes, that is what Nr. Thormton told me.

Fow, you say that 1t would not be popular or practi-
cable to introduse separate dipping fees - the payment of
separate dipping fees per head would not be possible 7- It
would ve extremely difficult to sdminister.

And 1t would also be very unpopalar to introduge a
wethod of limitation ?- Yes, that would Ve extremely unpopu-
lar.

Have you thought of any way in which we conld overcome
this difficulty of over-stocking ?7- [ have thought of 1%
many and many & time. OUme of the ways which commended
iteelf to me was that which I told you mbout. I was amsked
to produce the correspondence about this selling in pulk.

I was stopped from carrying out that plan.
0 you think that the natives would ssree to 1% 7= q

P
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did aetually agree to it, and some of them had even brought
their cattle into their headmen.

MR, LUCAS:; I want to get back to the guestion of
tribal econditions. There is one point which we think is
advantageous and st the same time disadvantageous to tribdal
conditions, What is your view about encouraging the
gontinusmce of the maintenanes of tridal conditions, or the
discouragement? ‘hould any poliey be mdopted to msintain
those conditions or should any policy be adopted alming at
removing tribal conditions ?- It is a very big question
whieh I chould like to have time to answer. Rouzhly =peak-
ing the main advantaze is one of discipline. You do
have iiseiplinem,and you had more dlseipline under the natur-
al conditions, the tribal gonditions.

Th: disadvantages are that unless you ¢an have perpet-
ual Government control and people take the closest interest
in their advancement, tribsl conditlons simply mesan that
the natives of the Union stagnate and get worse and worse
gradually, unless they are everlastingly pushed forward.

The evidengce of quite a number of pecple shows that
tribal conditions are less stringent tham they formerly
were and that Zuropean methode are tending %o disintegrate
the tribes. Now the question is should steps bLe taken to
retard that disintegration or to encourage it 7= At present
I am of opinion that it should be retarded, I am all inm ;
favour of retarding disintesration. ‘

And what steps would you recommend as assisting
to retard the disintegration of tribal conditions ?- It
is very diffieult to answer that guestion on the spur of
the moment. And furthermore, we are mot in a position to
disintegrate at the present stace. I am now spesking from
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my own district's poimt of view and not from the point of
view ¢of the more advanced districts. At prepent, an belng
in eharge of the Bapedi Tribe my oplnion is not in favour of
disintegration. I would say this - that if we were to have
disintegration 1% would only lead %o chaos.

You think that st the present moment disintegration
would be a bmd thing 7= Speaking on behalf of my part
of the country [ eertainly think se.

How you mentioned Hustenburg Just now, and as you
have experience of that area 1 should like you to say in
what way disintegration has taken place there.t Can you
for instance make s comparinson between the sonditions pre-
veiling there and the conditions which you have here?-

In the Rustenburg District, in the first place, they split
up into a number of smaller tribes. A big tribe splits

up ihto a number of smaller ones, into little tribes, and
each little section calls itself a tribe, a separate tribe.
Take one fride. Tou will find im the Rustenburg Dlstrict
@ blg trile named the Bakwema. They live Just morth of
Rustenburg. They were a very big tribe. You will find
further ou, oa the Eloffs River, an off-shoot of them

under one Chief g¢alled Herman Selon., You will find Shere
further to the LZast towards the Pretoria side the Bakwena
of Mamahdli. They consider themselves %o be very mach
superior t¢c the others. [Now, there was one big tribe,

a well known tribe, and a powerful one, which has now begome
a number of little ones - they have now simply become &
lot of names.

Is there any superior chief of the whole lot of
them ?- For many years they had thelr own biz chief; now
they have become & number of little ones. At one time the
big tribe had & separcte entity, but when 1t came %o bedroek
and theye was trouble they split up and today they have not
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got one big chief. Every little section lives on its
own farm and they have their own little Chief.

Some of these little zroupe are livins on a farm,
80 that it means the breajing up of a big tribe inte
small ones 7~ Yes, that i= the first stage. Then you
have a more advanced lot, the Bakweml of Mamahali. They
ssy that they are independent, But you will find that
a group of say a dozen families will break away frem the
othere and buy a plesce of ground, and there agein you will
see the Lreaking up of one bigger group inmto other sectioms. .
That sort of thing continues to go on and %o evolve itself,

Can you attribute that sort of thing %o Earopean
influence 7= Yes. That is due %o the fact that they have
in the course of time begome more advaneed., These natives in
Rustenburg are undoudtedly a very advamged lot, but mine here
are very backward.

MAJOR ANDERSON: HEave they become sdvanced ag a
result of more education = Largely. That sort of thing
has been golug on for a long time. They have been breaking
away all the time. We have fought agsinst 18. Here in this
part we have got very different things. In 1884 here we
burned our missions here and even in 1900 we dld thet. Our
custonm here has always deen to abolish missionaries and to
slaughter thems 014 Sekukuni ¢id not live Ehristlanity.
He 414 not like it from the very begluning, but 1t is in
the Western Transvaal that they took kindly to it.

MR, LUCAS: Do you attribute this breaking up in
hhe Western Transvasl to Misslonary influence 7= MNo. 1 do
not say that, bat all the Beghuana Tribes have the tendensy
to break way from the main stem. If you look at the
history of the hﬂﬁlm-l you will see that breaking away
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tendency from the very bdeglnning. You have the Baraleongs.
Cther tribes broke away from them. Ihen you had the Bakwena.
Other tribes broke away from thea again. You have the
Baghata breaking away, and my people, the Bapedi, broke sway
from the Baghata in 1650. And even now among our pecple
you will find that when a sesction is strong enough, they break
away from the Sapedi. That is tkx history repesating Ltself
over and over again. 1 have people living north-west of
Ohrigstad who would also like to break away and start their
own little tribe and they would like to buy their own little
plege of ground., It is the same thing all over. They all
want %o break away. Those people want to break away from the
Bapedl Fumd, 1f they can. Ihe tendency of all Bechuana
tribes is to break away, and the whols tendemey of the big
Chief is to try and keep them together ae lomg ms he can.
Jekukuni will always try and keep them together, so that
he may have a big fund for land purchases, bat he has to stem
a8 very strong tide.

Does that mesan that this breaking away has teen their
tendency quite apart from Buropean iafluence 7= Yes, qulte
apart from thet. That tem eney has been noticeable right
througzh the history of the Beechuanas,

Take an area like Rustenburg, where you have this
breaking away, does that have an effect on the #fficlensy
of the methods of work of the people? Would you say that
they farm better ?- Yes, in the Rustenburs Nistrict they
certainly farm a thousand times better than they did and
they certaluly farm very much better than my lot are trouble.

Is that attributable to their individuslism 7= Very
possibly it may be, but I say 4o mot go and break up my
system among the Bapedl all of a sudden. I would have chaos
in two minutes. I ask you do not hasten 1% either at the
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moment. I am not realy for it. Later om, 1 do not kmow,
but I might be prepared to alter that statement, but not now.
I migzht say "Ketard it now, but in twenty years' time 1if I am
gt11l here, I might say 'mow is the time to sccelerate it."”
5%111, at this juncture I ask you not to do so.

Can you point to any fsctors which are tending too
rapidly to break up trival organization 7- I should think
that it comes maturally, and I say let it come naturally,
do not accelerate it and do not retard it.

The guestion whiek I am putting is rather thies - are
there any factors which are tending to csuse disintegration
too rapidly, factors which might be changed mow %o allow of
the retardation which you are asking for ?= That would
reguire a good deal of careful thought, ul I_ should lixe to
answer that in writinmg.

MAJOR ANDERSON: Perhaps you could slse tell us what
might be done to gulde tribal organization ?- Yes, that is a
point on which I wish to say something. We mizght codify some
of their customs. 1Let us have a code of rules for gertain
cases such as they have in NHatal. At the present moment this
is the position which we have here. Omne chief gives a deels-
ion and imposes a very severe penalty for some tribal delingueng
wheress the nmext Chief perhaps treats Lt lightly. You see,
this is my argument - they do mot treat their cases equally.

If we could have some codification iu the same way as they have
in Yatal it would help matters tremendously. For instance,

if a man put & girl in the family way. Une man will fine that
man three head of cattle, and amother will find him a eow and a
calf, and so on. Itwould be a very good thing if we could have
some code by which these cases could be dealt with. Thet would
help us and 1% would slse help the chlefs, Lecause very many

of these chiefs do not know what to do today.
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DR, ROBERTS: Is mot the Admini stration Act moving
in that direetion ?- Yes, it certdnly has moved in that
direction.t=

Now you have native coarts governed by native law T-
Yes, but I think that we &hould have our native laws more
equally defined, more clearly defined. V"hat I mean ie this,
the dShiefs vary tremendously im their deeisions. Omne
Chief in the punishment which he inflicts is extrasordinarily
heavy, much t00 heavy in faet, whereas another Chief Sreats
matters too lightly altogether, and let me tell you this,
that several chiefs are lngcapeble of deciding any cases at
alle They are hopeless some of them.

I théhght that the Jatal system of codificastionm
was too iron-bLound, in faet I thought it was too rigid al-
together 7- That may be, but I think coure ls too loose.

I1f we could have something a little more rigid than what
we have it would be most useful. What we have todsy s too
lose altogether and it doem not lead us anywhere.

i, LUCAS: You want some approach to uniformity 7~
Yes, | think that is essential.

You mentioned one custom which has considersble
effeet on the relations of individual smployers and employes
= that case of the mam working for three years after he had
married the girl. Are there any other customs, any other
native customs which affeect the relationship in a similar
way 7- Yes; there is the ocustom 8f clrcumeision. Now whers
2 boy is s tribal boy or &« farm boy he likes %o go through
the circumeision school and begome a mn. He ls not & man
and he 1s not looked upon as a man by the womes until he has
gone through that schoel. ‘ometimes 1t happens, it happens
very often,that the farmer cannmot let the boy go. He wants
the boy to lead water om to the land and he gannot epare him.
The boy wants to go %o school when the farmer wante him.
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He wants to go to school just at a time when the farmer
wante him mosf. Well, the boy is golng %o go to his
school. He will do snything. le does not mind what
happens, but he is goling to gzo. If he is working in a
house in Bemomi, or in Pretoria, if he does mot get leave
he will desert in order to go home and gZo through the EKoma
school. Exkmsx /ind let me tell you thie, I think Shat
the clrcumcision school is a good thing. It is the only
striet diseipline they have in their lives, snd it is
most useful, The older missionsries are all in fasour of
it. These boys learn for once in their lives what dis-
elpline ie., They have it thrashed into them, they have it
knocked into them that they must obey their fathers and
they need not obey their mothers. A boy will leave every-
thing %o go there and for that resson I think some allow-
anoe should be made. But unfortunately, some of the far-
mers +ill not see that. They have their water to lead and
it must be led, and they take up the attitade that the boys
is in their serviee and he should remain in order to carry
out his daty. They do not oare where he has to go to.
Well, the boy takes up a Aifferent attitude. The boy does
not mind what happens; it does not matter to him that
the farmer has to lead his water; the boy reslises that
until he has gone through that school he 1s met looked upon
a8 & man and he wants %o become a man. He is not & man
until he is clrcumeised. 5S¢ he will go, never mind what
happens.

These schools occur only during eertain partas of P
year?-- It depends on the seasons, In bad sessons or at times
of caliumity they cannot have the schoole. You see these boys
have to be very well fed at those times and if the seasons are
bad or if anything has happensd they camnot afford them.



»598=

Haye you any other customs that affect the relations bee
twoen employers and employees; could you tell us about themTe-
I think pretty well all customs must affect the relations, The;
are the narrisge oustoms snd everything else, There is also
the beor drinking; and let me tell you that it is very diffioult
to wean them from beer; if there is any beer about, ﬂﬁ: will
go to 1t like a duck goes to waterj; that has been legislated
against but the drinking of beer still goes on,

Is beer drinking sssociated with any of their ordinary
rites and customste= Well, you can say that it enters into
their lives right from birth and it goes on until death,

Are there any partigular happenings in connection with
whigh beer drinking should take place secording to their
customs and rites?te« Yes, practically in comnmection with every«
thing thet takes pleace im their lives; the bullding of a hut,
the skoffeling of the land, the birth of a child/f, the
marriage of anyone; the betrothsl of anyone they know or are
related to, in faot in oconueotion with amything in their 1lives,

So beer drinking is a usual funeotion?Te--It is a very
ususl funetion and it is diffioult to interfere with 1t,

It is & speial funetion tooT?=-«Yas,

At what sge approximstely do children begin to take part
in these beer drinksfe-They begin as early as they gan, They
start off pretty young, but I cannot say at what age,

Do they start it before they go to their oiroumoision
s0hool?=<They are men when they have been tlrough the circum-
eision school, I have known young boys to drink before that
but as 8 rale I should say that the oiroumecision sehool may
be taken as the line,

Now among the tribeas of which you have bad experienoce,
have you seen auy tendency towards individual tenure of land?
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Are there any signs tending that way 7= Yes. But

there are very few individuals in this part of the coun-
try. In the Western Iransvaal, yes. In the Westers Trans-
vaal there are qukte a mumber of individuals who have tenure,
but in my Dietrict, in Sekukuniland, there are only ome or
two such omses,

Can you tell us how those cases came about 7= Yes, I
had a native named Mantlanyame. He was a man living on Crown
Lands between Magnates Helghts and Steelpoort.

Did we see him ?- No, He found that he could not get
on »ith the Headman in ~shose kraal he was living. He had all
sortd of difficulties there and he found that grezing was be-
coming more and mre scarce. Furthermore, he reslised that he
himgelf was unpopular down there, He had a large number of
cattle snd when things were going on im that way he sold the
whole lot of them. As & matter of fact, I can well remember |
that in one day he had nimety of his cattle sold here in
Iydenburg. He also sold his goats, his sheep, he sold his j
grain and every single thing he had there. Priges were high |
at that time and he sdld at the top of the market. He 414 v‘ﬁ
well and on® way and amother he raised £800. Se h_ bought

F—

300 morgen of land in his own name on that escarpment which
you saw on your way %o Steelpoort. It was very good land.
I remember well that he had great diffieulty im ralsing the
last £100, but he did it somehow, and he i® now an individual
owner of 300 morgen of good ground. ¥k

Whom d1d he buy that from ?- He bought it from a farmer
in the iydemburg Distriet, s man mamed 0'Grady. Since then _
varioas people have gone to live on that farm, nominally as |
his farm servants, but im actual fact they work there snd they

live there, and that group have now bought amother 150 wmorgen
of the same man ('Grady's farm,

I

o
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‘o they have 450 morgem mow ?- Yes, they bought
300 firet, and then 15, and 1 tlhli\ﬂm they intend
purchasisg still more, ¥ell, that io ome instanee. But it
is almost @ single instance in ay mutl'-\\

Now this native, did he have & large family of hie
own ?- He was a married man with a family, but I cemmot
tell you what the family was,

He and his family went to u? there and worked this |
300 morgen 7= Yes.

Have you cny idea how he has jrogressed ?- Yes, he
hae been most suceessful.

And these others who have gone to live there nom-
inally as farm servants, osn you tell us under what .mxttoq
they work there?- No, I do not kmow that. But Mr. Yates,
the Native Commissioner at Middelburg, whome evidenge you will
be able to tell you thate I bellieve he has all the informa-
tion.

I believe you said that s larger number of gases
ogourred in the Western Transvasl 7= Yes, that is so, al-
though & very great many more cases of individual temidre have
occurred in the Western Transvesl, but of course conditions
among the natives there are very much maxx different from what
they are here. They are much more progressive there,

Cen you tell us something generally about them 7= A
famlly named KXhusou broke away from the Mamahall's Bakwenas
and bought land on the Crocodile Kiver, and they have been
vetry successful farmers there. There are numbers of them.
“hey have all been successful, =20 far as I kmow, and living
extremely happily s:nd comfortably, and they pay their taxes
and their dues.

Adapting themselves %0 a system of individual ownerghip
of land ?- Yes, on a sssll sosle. These are cuses of pecple

e e
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who do mot like being ordered about by their Chiefs. They
simply bought the land and they went off.

MR. LUGAS: * want %o ask a few gquestions about the
type of tenare in your distriet. ZXou told ue of one instance
of ludividual tenure Jurt outeide your dlstriet 7- Yes.

I tuke it that thatawose before the 1913 Aet 7- WNo,
1 think it mast have cccurred after that, in fect I feel
sare it was subseguent to 1919. Let me see, it occcurred Just
before 1922 or 1923.

ls thet in an ares where natives are allowed %o buy
land ?= He bought in san sres under the Zasterm ransvesl .
land Commission. Sut thers Iis another instance, You hesrd
the natives glving evidemoe yesterday. JManok ilnherited from
his father, who bought years ago, and the land which he bought
is outside this area. i

Hie had his own individual farm, not & tribel farm 7= ‘.i
i1t i not & tribal farm, it i# his own.

Could you tell us the conditioms of fenure under which
natives bhold land im your area 7= Yes, in the native areas
they hold land indiserimimstely. h

I am thinking of the conditions under which they occupy
land other then in the lemerve 7~ Crown Lands I have told you
about and I think I have also told you about the Company
Farms. Apart from that there are very, very few private farms.

Are there very few who have plots of land glven Shem

on private farms 7= There are noms. They are squatters and
they are ziven ®0 many morgen %o plough, but the land 1¢ not

>

thelr property.



-T028-

Now, in regsrd to the types of squatting. We have
had the instange of Mr. vam Rensburg's.Wollld you say that
that 1s a common type ?- No, Mr. van Rensburg is & very
excoptional mam, He is one of those mem who places no
difficultles in the way of the natives he has on his farm,.

Is that usual? Do you say that formers have
difficulty with their natives in this area 7- It depends
entirely on the persom of the farmer, it depends on his
personality. There are farmers who will never get on with
their natives and who are always haviasg trouble with them.
On the other hand, I have seversl farmers who find it very
difficult to chase natives off their farma., The natives
simply will mot go. It all depenis upon the man. For in-
stance, Mr, uom-n' son - he is snother man whom you
ean regard as an exgeption. The natives will not leave him.
You have men who are =0 good to their matives that their
netives simply decline to go. You have WNr. Marthimus van
Hensburg here; hies mativem will net leave him.

Now you have the ninety days' system in some instan-
ces here, have you not 7= Yes, and we also have the all
t he year round system.

Now 1. want to ask you a few questions about this
90 days' system. I1s that asually a straight ninety days
?- Do you mean, whether it is ninety days according %e
the ecalendar or do you mean the tloket smystem? They are
mostly working on the ticket system now, dut in the past
they did not always do that.

So, the ticket system is a newer one 7- Well, it is
ooming more and more inte foree. They mark thelr tlckets
every evenlng. I think that ies very largely done here now.

Is there much here of the %two days in the week
system, the two days being spread over the year? That 1is
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angther veriatiom ?- I have heard of i%. You must remember
that all my farmers live om the fringe of my area, snd
their contracts too seem to vary slightly, but I have heerd
of it.

You heard the evidense yesterday of that one native
whose two sons hed left and who told us that he had been
given his trek pass. Do you kmow the faets of that case 7-
o, 1t is right out of my district. He comes from the south
here and I kmow mothing about 1it.

Is it possible that in some ¢ases thers is a nmis-
understanding about the tpm type of contradé which s native
gets: 1s it possible that that is so in this camse ?- Yes,
it is poesible. -

Do you kmow of any lnstances correspending to that
deseribed by that native ?- Well, almost every post I
get some little complaint by a farmer and every week, I will
not say every day, L get some little complaint by the nae
tives who come to my offiece and complain aboat thie or that
ux in regard to their contracts. 5ut you must resenber
that . have a large popalation and all sorts of different
contracts are made. The complaints,you mey say, work out
et a very emall percentage of the total number.

1 was not thinking of complaints, I was thinking of
the type of contracts ih regard %o the relationship
between the land-owner and the native, desoribed by that
particular one who appeared before us, and at by others wheo
appeared before us on other occasions. They tell us that
they have to work all the year round and that they get ne
pay. Have you heard of cases like that 7?- Yes, I have
known that.

I should think that ome has to know whether it ie an
actual case of injustice or whether it is rather a misunder-

¥ P
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standing., We have had native evidence on thaet ?- Well,

1 want to tell you this. I have ome farmer omn & farm in

my district who has appeared to me mot once, but many
times, to be extremely ungust to his natives and the police
at Nasuwpoort have gone inte his case many a time, and the
natives who had complained have been found %o be in the
right and the farmer in the wreng. That agsin is rather

an exceptional instance. That man is injust to his natives
and the consequence is that he hes lost all the natives who
orlgsinally lives on his farm. lhere were gquite a number of
natives there originally amd they have all gone, one by one,
end now we have not got one left. I may say that he is
rather a backward individual and it may perhaps be due %o
ignoranee on his side, but I have known him ia his dealings
with other natives outside his farm to be extremsly umjust.
That of ecourse is only one inestance, and | am pleased to say
that it ls only an exception.

In that particular gase would the circumstanges be
somewhat similar to what Pasha described as baving to work
all the year round and beliang umable to leave 7- The boy
regkona that he was done cdown in regard to his orope. The
boy had a good plece of land and it so happened that the
locusts did not get his erop, while the erop of the 'hm
himself was eaten up and destroyed. The master then picked &
quarrel with him and chased the boy away from the farm and
the:u coolly eollared his erop. Well, I went inte that mat-
ter and I regained the crop for the boy.

Does an instange like that have a serious effect
om the mentality of the natives in the distriet 7- 1If
there were numerous cases of that kind it would have a
serious effect.

I am accepting 1% that it is an exeeptional case?-Yes.
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The point ls, would that have a serious effeet on
the attitude of the natives as a whole in the Jistriet 7-
You mean thet one instance 7 I do mot think so. Of
course, if that lnotange were multiplied 1t would have &
very serlous effect, but the natives kmow thet pariloular
man, But I do nmot think that a solitary insSence like that
would influence them %o any extent.

Now, ® native witness yesterday told us that numbers
of natives were chased off the farms. Can you say whether
that is ®o, and if so, for what reascn ¥-= Yes, it does
happen, and fo: various reasons; very eften because the
native himself is drunken and becasuse he is lazy. Aind I
will tell you something else. In some Instamees, espeoially
alcng the Steelpoort iiver, we have natives who go from one
farm to another. They are very plausible and they talk very
nigely te¢ the farmer, and the farmer takes them on, and he
xkax gives them a plot of land to plough. Well, the
native puts im his erop, but he stope with that farmer only
until he has rdaped that erop and then he site down guletly
and completely refuses to do 2 hand's turm. VWell, the farmer
tells him to get off, and off he goes on %o the next man.

I have known boys who have gone from one farm to smether
simply swindling the farmers.

Would you say that there were numerous cases like
that ?- Well, there used to be namercus cames like that
along the Steelpoort, but they are getting less now because
the farmers are beginning to tumble to that kind of thing.

Some of our native witnesses here spoke of matives
leaving the farme in order to go and live in the reserves.
Now,can you tell us, is there much of that ¥- Yes, there
is a certain amount of it. But (% ls very difficult ‘o say
%o what proportiom that is done.

R
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You say that it is difficult to say how many matives
do it 7= Well, infinitely more natives leave the farms %o
g0 and live in the reserves than that leave the reserves
and go on to the farms., That is my experience sinee 1908
ag regards this distriet.

fiould that be suffigient to make a substantial M“DQ;
in the total population of the Heserve?- Well, opread over a
period of years it has made a substantial differenge, but over
one year it is almost imperceptible.

Do you kmow the reasons that ntqﬁ_;ﬁh&n to move into
hhe reserves ?- Well, I should say that ttin the natural
tendency on the part of the native to be m. and independent,
and to free himself from restraint. I think that ls verxy
largely the reasem. A native likes to feel that he is sb-
solutely free from restraimt, and that he is free from all
responsibility, and that 1= one of the most important things.
S0 long as they are on & farm they have to keep certain hours
and they have to do this or that, but if they are in a loca-
tion free to go here and theees, to do as they like, and to
get as drunk as they like, to do a=z they please - that is
the life whiech attracts them. G

DR, FOURIE: They want freedom or licence - is that
the reason ?- Yes, freedom or licenge.

ExxxcEigifx  And would you say that they sre lazy -
woald you call it laziness 7- Yes, l.uim..

MR. LUCAS: lazinese is rather = relative term?- Yes,
it is. They say "let us go back to the hy___nr Thulale ™,
Thulale was am old Chief; he died in 1824. It means "let
us go back to our old customs and let us bc__tru fromevery-
one; let us go back to the good old times.” They have those

views - they are retrogresmsive and they certalnly are not
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progressive. Take these natives who come from the farms -
these natives who are told to leave the farms and to go to
the locations. Can you notice any improvements in their
methods of agrieulture in the reserves as compared with the
nethods of the past ?- HNo, I have noticed nmo improvement.
You see, they come in as indlviduals and they are absorbed in
the mass, and they simply drift back inte the ways of the
mass,

You spoke about the number of farms that have Leemn
bought for the natives. How many farme 'm- been bought for
" the matives ?-  The Bapedi Tribe have bought twelve farms.
The Matlala have bought two farms.

Can you tell us what the totalmorgenage is of these
farms ?~ The morgenage of the farms which m Bapedi bousht
is 26717. [For that they paid £28563. The Matlala have
bought 4916 morgen, for which they paid 2£4879. The Bapedil
have bought other farmes Iin the Kiddelburg District, and eight
in the Lydenburg Distriet . The Matlala have bought one
in the middelburg Distriet and one Ilan the Pretoria Distriet.
You will notiee that the price which they have paid is jJust

a little over L1 per morgem. The total bought by both com-
bines is 31633 morgen and the price they pald ls 233442, 1If
you look at that you will see that it works out at slightly
over £1 per ﬁ:gﬂ. Actually the priece of the land would be
under L1 per morgen, because these totals inelude transfer
at 2 per cent and they alsc include lawyere' fees, interest
on bonde, and all kinds of things.

Eave they all been paid for ?- Yes, they have all
been completely paid for. I will not allow them %o buy
unless they have the full purchase price, or almoet the
full purchase prige. I learned that In Rustenburg.

How do they raise the money 7= Through the tribal

P
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levy,sanctioned by the Government.

And when it is sanctioned by the Governmentis is it
enforgeable by law on every member of the tribe ?- Yes, on
every taxpaying member of the tiibe, bat if they do not pay
we cannot rum them im eriminally. AllL we cam do is to sue
them civilly. That really means that we can only colleect
from those who have cattle - that is, from the older men,
and the young mem who have not .ot cattle we cannot touch at
all. That of course makes it rather difficult.

THE GnM: In regard to this case which you men-
tioned yesterday, where the Department of Native Affairs
refused to sanection the expenditure of certain money for reoade
aend education; was that money from the tribal levy or was
that from the lecal tax ?= That was from the local tax,

MR. LUCAS: Is there a power under the law, under
the existing legislation, eriminally to enforce a levy 7-

I have not got the Act before me, nor have I got the Adminis-
tration Act here, but I thiank that we have got that power.

Ly belief is that all that is necemsary is & proclamation.
Under Act 41 the Government could meke regulations. All
that is required is to pat it under section 9 of the Ast,
which gives the power of ¢rimimal prosecution.

DR, ROBERTS: And you can solleet tsxes through the
eriminal courts ?- Yes, I do; I have to do that. Owing %o
t he abolition of the tax tour my tax has decreased seriously.
That is a point which I wish to touch upon, if you will allow
me., At presens, I am about £2,000 down as compared with
1929. The eost of my tax tour in 1929 waes £89.0.11. That
was inclusive of my olerk&$& allowance. I did not get any
allowanme, but my clerks did, Now, ineluded in that £89 was

the cost of waggon and everything.
MR, LUCAS: 4nd if you tried to colleet that 2,000

S T —_—
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through oriminal proceedinge, there would be considermble waste
in erimimal proceedings 7- Naturally; If you put & Boy in
prison it costs the Vevermment something. £ mizht add that
almost every farmer in the district has complsined about the
abolition of the tax tour, snd | persomslly think that It was
sn unwise mOve., 4Avery mine manager im my distriet - there ,|
are four of them - has complained asboat the sbolition of the
tax tour. My setives ln a full pitse representing the whole
of the iistriet have alec complained, and 1 have forwarded sll
these complaints o sy Head Office.

In your opinion, mpart from the fimamial slde «e- =
The administrative loss is to sy mind much more serious thea
the financial lose.

What do you conslder were the administrative advantages
t- dell, for one thing &+ used to yot in Souch with sy farmers
and sleo with the mines in the listriet. I could ses how the
mine latour was esrrying om; | could see what was w ke
in the virlous compoundg,and I lﬂu. get and keep inte M?‘
touch with my satives on the spt, espsclelly with my older
satives, who were sble to come aud tell me sll the imformation
which I should knows They wers sbls to éome and ses e asd
tal: to me, whereas today they have %o go long dlstances
%o pay their taxes at my office.

Mat distance would some of your nstives have to come
in to pay thelr teaxes 7- Jome of them would have to come 80
and 90 miles; olose on 100 milem, some of thems That is to
say, 100 miles theres and 100 miles Dback, and they have to do
that to pay their L1 taxy and some of them = 0ld matives at

that - bave to go over the verious mountsin rldges.

|

Frior %0 the abolition of the tax tour, wers there many
natives whieh you had % prosegute for falling % pay their

taxes 7= Well, of gourse thers sret always dafaulters. |




-710-

Were there many 7~ Yes, there weres many, but there
are more now.

Would 1% run into hundreds, or would 1% run Lmto
thousands, previously ?- (rdimarily I suppose it womld rum
into about three hundred or four hundred per annum, but now
it would run into & very great many more. 1 ean tell you
this, we are only half way through and we have already prose-
cuted over 1,000.

Now, this srrasgement of natives belag prosecuted for
tax defaulting, is that likely to breed coatempt for our
legal system, for our prement sysiem? What 1 want to put
is this, ls there any disgrace to the native .ll golng %
gaol 7= Yes, 1 think there is; 1 thimk it is a mistake
for people to say that it is no disgrace for s mative to go
to gaol. They do feel it.

Bven if 1t is for a default payment of tax,?- Yes,
they do feel it. 1t is nonsemse for people to say that
they do mot feel 1%; they feel it very much.

THE CEAIRMAN: What is the usual pemalty inflleted in
the case of fallure %o pay tax 7= (Under the new law —=-
it varies, of course, but in my office the ususl penalty
is “ordered to pay £1 tax 1930, or in default of payment
14 days' imprisomment «ith hard labour, %0 be released on
payment of £1 tax 1980.," <+ write that down and I have
written 1t 1,000 times this year.

Aire they generally in & position te pay immediately 7-
Very often they are; I should say more often than that.

They have dlscovered that they can be released on payment

and they sit and walt until my poliee round them up, and

then they come along with $heir £1 tax. it is very evident,.
Vhen the Act came into foree they did not know that, but now
they do.
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S0 the court becomes a collecting ageney ?- Yes, the
court is really a collscting agency sowadays.

it Lis the last opportunity to pay,when he comes to
court 7= Yes, that is his last opportuanity, snd he often
pays., Whem he is sentenced, he pays.

And there is a temdency to make use of the latitude
which is given 7= Yes, that is so. e

Now, in the case of those whe do not pay, you have
them in prison for a fortmight 7= Yes, that is so.

During that period, do you think they ecst more than
their labour is worth, or do you think less ?- 1 should say
it is about equel. Their labour is extremely bad. You see,
they do what we call the Government stroke; but at the same
time they do not co«t us very much at Skoonoord, and then,
furthermore, their seale of rations is very small.

They have been a fortnight In wl, and thelr tax is
still ampaid 7= Yes,

Would some system be feasible by which they could be
given a suspended sentence, provided they were taken into ser-
viee by someone who would be prepared to I.li himself res-
ponsible for the payment of the tax 7= It might be in a
farming area, but not in my area, where thers are no whites
within reach to %take them om. You have seen it yourselves,
the nearest white man ls twenty miles away.

I1f that were done, would not the mines have someone
ready to take them om 7= The mines have two rusners at
or near my office ready to advance any money, £2 or £3,

And do the natives make uee of that ?7- Yes, sometimes
they do. Jometimes these reorulters, espefially amung the
younger boys, advance the money and the Loys pay the tax
and they get released. That happens.

Mi. LUCAS: VWhen they have ved thelr fourteen daye
they esoape the tax 7= Well, of cogrse 1 do not run them in
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twice for the same offence. But next year ! shall round
up their 1930 tax again, Just the same, but I dare say
if they were to go to the Supreme Court they would escape
me .

THL CHAIRMAN: Om the other hand, 1f it were made
clear that the fact of his being in prison exempted him
from the payment of the tax --- 7= He would probably
&0 to;rlnnnﬂ I would have to inerease the punishment.
That would be the only way in which to deal with that.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIECIRK: Csan you imerease the sen-
tence, under your present Jurisdiotion ¥~ Yes, I can give
him up to three months. + should hate myself to be put
into prison for mot paying my doz licence, or something
like that,

MR. LUCAS: Jow im the perlod that you have been
in the Serviee, have you motiged any change in the attitude

of the matives towards the Government - Do you mean
whether they pay their taxes as well ---%

No, 4o they show less respe¢t 7- Yes, now and agaln.
it depends a great deal om the individuality of the offieclal.
1 muet say that .l have noticed a change. I think there is
less respest generally, taking it all round. Fersenally,

I have no complaint, and I do mot Shink my next hor;‘ﬂ:‘.r
to the west of me would complain either. But I do know
that there is a feeling lm the department that there is less
respect.

I1s there any lessening of the trust of the natives
in the Government's desire to look after them snd after
their welfare ?-, Yes, I thiank there is. I can tell you this.
In oy humble opimion one of the reasons for that is thie:
in the olden days I used to go round my district and all
of us used to go round in cape carts with two or four mles,

and we used to outspan every ten or twelve miles, and we used
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to sit under a tree for & couple of hours, and all the old
fellows from the kraals would come alons and talk to ue, and
tell us the mews, and we used to tell them the newe and ve in
touch with them, snd in the evenime I would camp under a tree
in a temt and all the old men from the meighbouring stad ased
to come and pay thelr respects, I used to talk to them and
sleep in my 1little tent umder the tree,and I was to some ex-
tent their host. 1 was in touch with them, end we were 1
friends,. Bat nowadsys, what do 1 do? I have mo cape
eart, I have no mules. I have a motor ear,and I think the
motor ear 1s bad, or rather it i more Aiffiealt with the
motor car %o keep in touch with the various parts of the
distriet. I simply get into my motor car asnd 1 go quloilr
roantd my di-triet, and in that way [ do not see my ¢ld nenm,
L never have my chats with them, and I can feel it, I have %o
a very great extent lost touch with all the old fellows in my
distriet, and that is due to this motor ecar, asd I think

| you will probably find that that is not only so in M‘Il
Africa but in Imdia t00. 1 heve @ brother in Indla who. “?
me exactly the seame Shing.

Thet is & mechsnical sause, but le there any ehunge m

to distrust 7T We have heard 1t sald that the natives do

not trast the Govermment now; I do not mesn any specisl
Government. Lhey do mot trast the white man. OCen you sotice
any lezrease in the confidense, in the trust of the native 7=
Yes, I think I can, but 1t is very hard to pat ome's Tinger
on any conorete lnstange. 3Still, I do feel that it is so.

DR. ROBER?S: You do not think it is a change im
clrecumstances, & change in times,® the gircumstonces in whieh ‘
we live now T- 1 thiuk that it very probably is that too.

The older men were courteous amd polite, snd the

younger man has mot got time ?- Yes, thsat iz mo; in the
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olden daye I never passed a nmtive in my district without
his taking off his hat with a great flourish. HReally, they
were a positive nuisance! Some of them took off their hats
with such a tremendous flourish that they secared ny males
and frightened them into the bush. SNowadays I g0 serost the
road and not a single one thinks of tekinz off hiles hat, and
that more especislly spplies to the youngser ones. 1 can
certainly say that I have notleed that. That of course jay
be a slgn of the times, but there it il=,
ML, LUCAS: That is a matter of courtesy T- Yes.
I was thinking of something more serious. MNave
they decreased in their rellance on the falth of the white
man ?- Well, ! have heard thie at s pitse. 4 remember hesr-
ing one men say "We cannot now rely on the word of the )
“overnment.” The particuler incident when thet occurred I
think hed something to do with the Land Commimslion. That was
at a pitso, and the native who said so was a spokesman, mot
an induna, for the Chief Sekukunl himself. ' - 4
THL CHALRMAN: s mot that rather due to the demo- :i
eratic system --- 7= Yes, the;, are demoorats - they are, snd
they are not. . 1
In the olden days, in the Republican Saye, the Ppresi-
dent sald what had %o be dome, bat the present system works
- musk work - very much more slowly ?- It may be due to that
and ! think they did prefer the old system. If you mﬁl.
get thea to believe in you, they Just gimply take your word;
that is, 1f you have been living a long time amons them. I
think they prefer the asutoeratic mystem, but it is Aifficult
to get them to take to that.
MR. LUCAS: Do you think any aifficulty asrises from

the inadequacy of motifying them of changes of law 7 How do ;{

the natives get to know of sny changes of law 7= well, 1
holé piteos in my distriet amd I inform them of sy change of |

|



law affecting them, Abd may I add that I was astounded when
1 zot to the Rustenburg Distrdct to hear that they had mnever
had a pitso there, The Magistrate st the time when I
suggested a piteo sald no, he was totally opposed %o it.
Well, eventually the mapietrate was changed and the next

one was altogether in favour of l.t.'ul we 414d hold pitsos.
Just before L left I had three pitsos, and I am sure that
they did a power of good.

Now, taking your reserve, do you have much crime
there 7~ Real erime, extraordinarily little. Stoek
theft almost nome - almst none existent, decause every
beast is known., “f course, what the poliece call stoek
theft I do not alwaye call by that name.

That 1s the distinction 7- Ome boy owes =nother
one csttle for lodelo and he has not puid his full lobele.
well, the other fellow will come along and take a deast out
of the other chaps kraal. The police will rum him in for
stock theft, but I do not always take up the sume sttitude.
1t is simply & notifieatiom to that man thot he must pay
ups [ do not find him gullty of stock theft always.

mcimmn Have you anything to add on the
question of suspleion as between black amnd white 7= The only
thing I wish to add is that living as I do in 2 lecation
far away from the white people one notices very little of
this, but one gomes straight face to face with it whem one
goes visiting on farms in among my white area, and one cannmot
help feeling that this supleion is mot simply confined,in
it is not merely on the part of the natives. You get 1%t om
the side of the white man as well. 1 do not know what 1%
is; it is very diffioul$ to know the reason for 1%, 1
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admit that 1% may be that the native has bLecome more sophis-
ticated, and therefore the shite fms people have a feellng
that he has grown less respectful, less near to him. It may
be a feeling of almost of fear on the part of the white man,
Une meets it amomget some and not among others. You have
had here this morning this young farmer, Mr. van Rensburge.
1 do not think there le any feeling of fear on his part, but
amongst some of the farmers there is, there is always a
fear that the native may eventuslly chase the white man
out of South Afriea. The suspicion is mot entirely om the
part of the black alone, and I think i1t is fifty-fifty on
both sides.

Can you point to anything in our present conditions

which should be altered amd would improve matters 7- Yes,
a little closer attention, a little more sympathy on the
pert of Covernment Offlclals. I have met Govermment Offi-
cials who are very haughty. "Come in, come in, damn you;
get a move onl” that is the way they speak, and that seort

of thing does not do. I have heard them: "Get out that
tax receipt - Quickl™ That sort of thing should be -110:0“.;
a little more attention, & little more human touch, in
matters like that, in ordinary matters conioml natives.

I have noticed it here, for instance; I came across it !
yesterday. I had five witnesses here. I brought them im, :
or rather 1 had them sent in. They arrived in Iydenburg |

and they were required to sieep here. Where? A% my place J
I had a hut, @ shed, a little tin shed for them to sleep in.
fere surely we could have a little tin shed at the Nagis- \

trate's Office, where such people who come im could sleep?
Well, that le only an instanee. A llttle attention 1like

that on the part of officials would perhaps bring about

a slichtly better feeling than what we have wow. it any rate, 1

it would not give any cause for the inerease of distrust. J




-716~-
admit that 1t may be that the sative has become more sophis-
ticated, and therefore the white tu people have a feeling
that he has grown less respectful, less mnear to him. It may
be a feeling of almost of fear on the part of the white man,
Une meets it amomgset some and not amonz others. You have
had here this morning this young farmer, Mr. van Hensburg.
1 do not think there le any feeling of fear on his part, but
amongst some of the farmers there is, there is always a
fear that the native may eventually chase the white man
out of South Africa. The suspicion is not entirely om the
part of the Dblack alone, and I thiank it 1s fifty-fifty on
both sides.

Cen you point to anything in our present conditioms
which should be altered and would improve matters 7- Yes,
a little clomer attention, a little more sympathy on the
pert of Government Officials. I have met Govermment Offi-
eials who are very haughty. "Come in, come in, deamn you;
get a move onl” that is the way they speak, and that sert
of thing does not do. I have heard them: "Get out that
tax receipt - quick” That sort of thimg should be altered;
a little more attention, a little more human toush, in
matters like that, in ordinary matters congcerned natives.

I have moticed it here, for instance; I came agross it
yesterday. I had five witnesses here, I brought them in,
or rather I had them sent in. They arrived in Iydenburg

and they were reguired to mieep here. Where? At ny place
I had a hut, & shed, a little tin shed for them to sleep im.

Here surely we could have a little tin shed at the Nagis-

trate's Offige, where such people who come im eould sleep?

Well, that i= only an instange. A little attention like

that on the part of officials would perheps bring asbout

a slichtly better feeling than what we have mow. At any rate, v

it would not give any cause for the increase of distrust. i
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DR. ROBEXTS: You have no hostel in this town at
all ?- Well, of course this is out of my district, but as
as far as I kmow there is no hostel hers - none at all.
They msy have one, but I do not kmow of 1%.

Mi, LOUGAS: And are there any other causes which
you could point to which should be removed 7- 1 could mot
speak of any on the spur of the moment, but I shall try and
think this matter over and write to you about them, but what
1 want to urge is a little more human M_‘n the part of
the officials. £

Di. ROBEITS: Now, you mentiomed the GCovermment
Offices, Have you any special office in nl.lﬂ‘ Say, for
i nstance, the Post Uffice, have you got that inm your mind's
eye?- The Fost Office here - I have never heard a complaint
about the Post Uffice here. is to the “allways, well they
have improved enormously, baut it is the young offieclals
elsewhere who have not.

MR, LUCAS: I asked you = question sbout crime in
the location and you mentioned a case which the police consi-
dered stock theft and you did not 7-, I will not allow that
kind of thing, of course.

Now, ls there any other serious e¢rime in the loecs-
tions 7- Zlhere is very little serious cttme in my district.
i do not call erime just the regulation-made orime, such as
2 man not having a pass, and so on. And even 1 dare say
you might eall it = crime if two boys are sitting over a pot
of beer, they are the best of friends, both of them drimk
the beer and they get a 1littles drunk. The one says to the
other "You have to pay for this beer™, and the cther one
says "No, you bought it and asked me %o have a drink." They
have a little argument, and the ome biffe the other with

his knobkerrie. Murder! Well, 1t is not premeditated,
but he is up for marder.




Do you get any cases of rape here in the reserve 7-
Very, very few indeed. There is very little crime really.

I mean, rape on the not the black man on the
black womam ?- Vf gcourse, we have no whites here and I
dare say that that does oecgur, but I suppose these things
are settled by the Chiefs and the Headmen,

Mit, LUCAS: Then ! went to ask a question about
the health in the reserves. Fhat i the position as regarde
that; how do0 you find 1% 7- We have malaria there, and in
some seasons 1%t Is very bad indeed. In ”N. in the
puamnner of 1920-1921, we had over 600 deaths m -1 do
not know how many were mot reported - withia a radius of
nine or ten miles of ny office. Fractically the whole of
the distirict was down. In some seasons malaria ls very
bad, but other years we have very, very little indeed.
Syphillis, yes, and I think that is ilnmereasing, I differ
from the department of the Chief Nedigal Offieer in regard
to syphillis in my distriet and I have given my viewsx on
this matter. Unfortunately, a private letier which 1 wrote
was published at full length ia the "Star". It was a pri-
vate letter which I wrote %o 2 brother offiger, and he
showed this letter %0 a certain persom, and he had the
whole putlished, full-lemgth, in the "Star”, and my views
wers very openly expressed, much more openly than I would
have published them officially. Sir Bdwurd Thornton
led the public to believe that there wo/g';u eent
syphillities in oy distriet. He was having & controversy _
with the doector of the Jane Furze Hospital, who estimated
75 per eent as being syphillitie. That is br. Thompeon,
who is now Medigal Uffiger at Messina. 3Sir Sdward Thornten
sald only five per eent, simply becsuse only 3,000 had been
treated for syphillis by the Jane Furze FHospital im 1929.
Well, for every syphillitic persgn treated and sent there
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there are five, ten, a dozen, or more who are never Seen
st all, Many are afraid of the white doetors. They
prefer to pay a beast te thelr own doctors. And many
40 not know that they have the disease. It ls lmposmidle
for me to say exactly what the pereentage 1s; I do mot
know, but I do know that in some of the stade pretty well
everyone is Infected with syphillis, from the hesiman down
to the baby who was borm yesterday. In other stads again
they may be free, or almost free, from syphillis, and so
it 1l extremely difficult to say with any degree of sccur-
acy what the pereemtage is. [ could have takem you down %o &
stad a little way from where you were yessterday, where svery
man and woman and ehild from the headman down is syphillitie
and [ c¢ould have taken you to other places again where they
are entirely free, so far as we know.

THE CHAIUMAN: Yo you kmow If the Wassermem tests
have been mppllied - that is, the blood tests ¥~ Yes, those
who 7o to the Jane Furze Hosplital have blood =mesrs taken
and those blood smears are sent away. in other cases
agein it is quite obvious and there is no need %o send a
blood smear away; the doetor Jjust ‘reate them. He gives
them all the latest treatments; but the whole dlstriet
has never been tested, mnd I eertainly do think that we
should have more medigal attention - considerably more. 1t
would be expensive - that is so, but it is very necessary.

Would it be a prasctical proposition frem the poinmt of
view of the native to cet the Inhsbitants of a whole stad
and get blood smears from them im order to apply that test 7=
Yes, why not. 1 could do that. I would semd my police
boy and 1f the doetor were on the spot he could jJust take
& blood smear from every simgle living sodl im the whole stad
and senl L1t away.

Would not they dlsperse in the same way as the; aid
Quring the 1929 cemsus round up 7= I would mot tell them.
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1 would send down & dozen poliecemen, I would round ap the
stad and let the doctor loosme. ¢f course, you could not do
that in a stad in Rustenburg, but here we can do it, end I
should e guite prepared to do i%. 1 see no objestion %o
it.

MR. LUCAS: #re there any other diseases here 7-
Well, those are our two maln diseases.

Is there any sign of tuberculesis 7- Yes, we have
natives who come back from the mines. I had a police boy
of mine whom I have jJust had to dismiess. He was an old mine
boy and he developed tubercalosis, end I am afreld he is
golng %o dle. I have many natives with"chests] as you
eall 1t. They come to me and they ask for exemptiom, amd
they tell me that there is something the matter with their
chests. Well, lvwennot tell them whether there is anything
wrong, 80 I write out a slip and I send them to the Jane
Furze Hospital., The doctor there listens to their chests
with a stethescope, and if necessary he tells them - he
sayd, "Yes, phthisisl” and I exempt them from paying
the tax,

Is there a very large number of gcases such a® that 7-
Yes, - shomld say th:t there is = considerable mumber. It

rung to very many. . send very many of these natives to
the Jane Furze Hospital. At & guess, there would be 100 to
150 a year.

Would it be more than 1,000 ?= THeo. When I get the
doctor's slip back I attach thet to the native's card;
everyone has a card. )

So that the claim that natives are lumune from phthi-
sis ovecsuse they resailn only & short while on the mine is
not substantiated by fagte 7= Some of those natives remaln
there for mine months, and others again remain for five
or six years, I am mot a doctor, so I canmot tell you

anythings on
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anything on that point,

Do they get compensation if any of these cases asre
referred to the Minmers' Fhthisis Bareau - say a native
develope phthisis = is he paid compensatiom ?- Yes, I think
they do get compensation, but | eannot tell you how many
cases there are or how mugh they get.

Now, have you any information %o give ue on the mer-
tality among children ?~ The mortallty among the infants
is very heavy, but I canmot sive you the sxact figures; I
have no record whatever. _

The trouble is that we cannot get exasct figures
anywhere, but you are in & position, better than mst peo-
ple, to form an opinion ¥~ You want to kmow out of every
hundired born how many die - that is, ln the first year?
There again, 1% is merely a guess, but I should say 33 per
cent,

Di. ROBERTS: In some of the locations it reaches
50 per cent®- Yes, it may be even 60 per cent, but all
I know 1is that a large number pf the amsll children do
dle within the first year.

Mi, MOSTERT: Mast they report that to you 7= BNe,
deaths are not reported. Birthe and deaths are not reporta-
ble.

¥AJOR ANDERSON: Yo you think that they should be
reported? Do you think there should be a system of regis-
tration of births and leathe?- It would be very difficult
to introdues it, unless we had more offices. At the pres-
ent moment 1t certainly would be very difficult. The dis-

tances are so great, and mothers and fathers would never
do 1t.

KR, LUCAS; Then I would like to ask you a guestion
about trading. Have sny natives tried %o set up stores of
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their own in the reserves ?- Abou! half a dozen inside the
location.

Are those sgtores owned Ly natives 7- Yes,.

How are they conducted ?-= Well, they are well con-
ducted but they are seldom a success. -

Why are they rarely a sucecess T~ RHecause the native
does not s=em to understand finange, He does not umderstand
how to run a store for any length of time. Directly he gets
any money he seems to use tha' money for other purposes.
They are never a success.

Nowhere in South Afriea ?- Never in the part of the
world where I have been, gertainly not im Geluk's Iocation,

THE CHAIRMAN: Ls there possibly any idea of the
subtle competition of the white traders being at the root
of the trouble?- Well, of cour=e the white traders do
their utmost to exslude the few native traders we have,

i will zive you an instanee. A native came back recently
from the Lichtenburg Digzings with about £300 ot 2400 in
“'. pocket. 1 do not know how he got it. Well, he set
¥p & store, he built himself an extraordinarily good store,
and he got in & compsratively good stoek. And now I hear
that he is goins down=hill, and in the end he will probably
fail. His brother has failed, or he is Jjust about to
fail. 1 have seen during my time many native storekeepers
start and fail, and I eam tell you that sll ny native store-
-kupua are in a very weak position fimancially..

MR. LUGAS: ‘.’o the nmtives fall to support them, or
do they prefer %o deal with the white man - The natives
support them all right, but these native storekeepsrs seem
to be too easy-going, and then eventually they camnot pay
for the goods which they buy. They buy naturally from the

Indlan trader:, they deal with Imdian traders, and eventually
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the Iniiem finds thet he is let im.

Does the Indlan give them eredit ¥= Yes, for thelr
goods - for £100, or £50 worth, but not much more. They
repay s little, and so on, snd afterwards they find that
they cannot pay any more.

DR. ROBEATS: May it not be due also to the communlis-
tic idea that a native will mever charge from a relative?

The relative can come and take what he wants and go without
paying 7= Thers may be something in that, sund I think they
probably do, but I do not know to what extent.

I understand that it is part of thelr principles 7=
Yes, it is their principle, a relastive ean take what he
wantes. But some of our native storekeepers are pretiy cute
and I think they would rather depart from that primeiple.

But still, it is the native custom that & relative
csn come in and ¢laim what he wants and go without peying 7=
I do not think that they d: that very much out oar way. It |
might have been a oause of failure before, bat mot mows

MR, LE ROUX VAY VISKERK: Do you think our m?.“';’;::
of ligences would ve the gmuse 7= We have the came system
of ligenges for uantives as we have for white. If m ulﬂ‘t‘ .
wants to Decome a general dealer he has to take out a« general
dealer's licence.

Yes, but 1 was thinking that it mizht be that aystem
of suropean Lioences which ir the couse 7= In the native
area [ think it would be vetter if the ilessulnc of lLicences

were rather in the hends of the "ative Affulrs Depaxtment t
than of the Reeelver of levesue, wio is 60 miles away, - |
M2, LUCAS: ¥hat adventages would you get from that
?- We would be able to issue these licences immedlately in-
stead of hanging them over from menth %o month. We sre
hangzing them over now bLecsuse we have not got this or that.

a1
.ll.;tﬂ
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It would be much more xumzsbmstamixx cémvenlent if the Native
Affaire Department issued the licenges, and besides, we would
probably have better comtrol, too.

Through being on the spot 7= Yes.

Taking your area, would you say mt the me thods of
trading by the whites are fair to the natives and genmerally
satisfactory ?- In my area 1 should lite %o have more
competition, especially im the country on the eastern side
of the Lulu. ZThere one firm of traders have almost created
a monopoly. Reeently on a farm the Lands Department offered
a site for trading rights and put it up to tender. The
firm which has the monopoly tendered for these, and I
pointed out that it would simply inorease ﬁn monopoly if this
firm got 1%. The lands Department, homu‘;:,__i_.: spite of
what 1 said, granted the trading rights to m: monopoly.
Well, SmXxXx what d4id he do, nothing. [He did not even
build & store there. He got that site and kept it vacant.
He jJust wanted to prevent anyone else from godnx in, until
I went around and pointed out to the Lands Department that
things had happened exactly as I sald they would happen.
OUnly then @id the lands Department foree this man to put wp
a store. He put up a tiny place then, not even half the
size of this room, and he 414 open a stors there. He would
not even have done that 1f he had not been forced to. That
is rather beyond my comtrol. The Lands Department helped
us there, that is so. Of course, that iz on Crown IZands.

You told us earlier om in your evlidenge thet some
0f these stores are run by matives for whites ?- Yes, we
have several firms there, three of thenm, tic one firm have
their main store on one place and they have 2 bLraneh store
at Schoonoord, with a native in charge. IThey have a 1ittle
tin store, which you passed just below the hospital, with

!
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a native in charge, snd them between the Helghte and the
Steelpoort they have another tim store with a mative in
gharze, end besides thet they have two other places also
with natives in charge. That was what I meant.

ind those natives, mre they rumping the place ?- They
are simply the mansgers for the firm and every week the prin-
eipals go round and colleet the money from their mative
mANLZers.

A far as you know, do they mansge satisfactorily ?-
Yes, very satisfactorily as far as I know, and the natives
like them.

UR. FOURIE: Do the natives im your srea still stiok
to their native customs and to their old habits ?- Yes, they
do.,

But do most of them do that P= Well, they vary a
lot, but you ¢an say that im our area we stick to our old
customs, to oar old suspielons, habits, and deoctrines, and
everything. ,

Have you notigced any belief or custom which lays it
down that skoffeling of the land shall only be done at cer-
taln times and whereby in agricultural work certaln things
shall only be done at certaln times?- Yes. We are rather
breaking away from that, but that sort of thing used to be
very strict in my part of the world, and even now you sre not
allowed to reap your erop before s certain time. These old
01ld hadites and customs die very hard.. We have all those
0ld beliefs and superstiixxtions. For instance, the Chief's
land has to be skoffled before anyone else's.

Do they still velieve that fertility lies in seed that
has been doctored ?- Vh yes, they believe in all these
things still. They believe in doctoring the seed and doing
all sorts of things which would appear to be extraordinary
to those who do not understand them.



THE CHAIRMAN;: ls the Vhief still a purveyor of seed

?- I do not know whether he is mow, but I should doubt 1%,
although in certain cases I still think he probably would be,.
1 d0o not think that that applies so much to Sekukuni, but
undountedly it is so with some of them.

DR. POURIE: Jo they still believe in the doctoring
of the land and the seed ?- Yes, certalnly they believe in
the ‘octoring of the land. ZYhey dector everything.

THE CHAIRMAN: &ow do they doctor the lande ¥~ Well,
they come and ask me to be allowed to kill a gertain animal,
generally an animal thet is protected in season as well as
out, and they will light a fire in the four corners of the
land, and so on, and them they will put in eertain herbds, and
all that kind of thing.

Could you mention & few other instances of doctoring ?-
Well, there is raim for instance; we are always doctoring for
rain. We have great rainmakers in our area, and &f we have
a drought our railamakers will tell us that Sekukuni is mgry
with his people and has refused to give them rain. Thelr
me thods are extraordinarily like those of Elijah in the
bible.

IR. ROBER?S: Jo you thimk that those raln-makers |
really know, do they thimk they kmow anything about the rain ?- "r
I think they wateh the weather very closely, and I think
they poesibly react occcasionally. Possibly 514 jah d4id
exactly the same thing.

MRi. LUCAS: Do any of these gustoms hamper agrieul-
ture ?- Yes, they must do - I should think that they all do.

Do you thimk they gause a shortage or limit the
supply which is obtalned from the lsnd ?- Yes, to a certain
extent they must do. I have no doudt about that, but of
coursé it is very difficult %o say in what proportion. These
things vary suech a lot.
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NAJOR ANDERSON: Abomt the Sative Ooumoil. What is
t he procedure about proposing votes of money from the avalla-
ble fund? Uo you propose it, or do the natives propose it
themselves 7- Hitherto I have very largely been the Coun-
‘eil. Of course, we are only at the very beginning of the
thing, and my Council has only been going just sbout = year or
B0, The Council simply bombards the Chairman with questions
and with plenty of 1little, petty complaints. I suppose
that probably that will improve later om. In any ecase, I hope
80 .

DR. ROBERTS: The Councll cam be varied ?- Yes, every
two years.

MR. LUCAS: 48 the method of appointing your Couneil
the same as that which is in foree in the Cape 7- THo, we do
not understand election here. OUurs are not elsgted.

ihom does your Coungil consist of ?- It consists of
people recommended Ly myself and appointed by the Covernor-
General. It consists of Chief Cekukuni snéd Chief Kgolokoe.
Then Chief Sekukxunl's main Adviser, Moreoane, then Chief
Kgolokoe's Chief Adviser, Dinhonyane, Edward Pasha, who was
here, ani an old Headnan named Tshesame. Then I have had an
application from enu advenced native, that he should be made a

menmber of the Couneil. That spplication was made to me recent- :

”.

]

DR. ROBEATS: You ecan go up to nine, can you not 7=
Yes, 1f 1 want to. But we could not do this by eleation,
becaise everyone would have voted for Chisf Sexzukuni and his
y oung, more advanced, followers, snd the Council would have
simply consisted of Sekruxuni and five of his immediate follow-
ers, to the total collapse of Kgolokoe, owin: to tribal dif-
ferences, and my instruactions were %o keep tribal parties on

an equel basis, and for that reason I have three followers of
Sexumuni and three followers of the other men. That is how

things are.
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Now, you mentioned smother tribe ?-Nell, there are
a section of a tribe living inside Geluk's Iocation with
verious followers in the Phetersburg and Pretoris Districts.
Their main headman lives in Geluk's ILocatlon and that is why
t hey heve bought a farm in the Niddelbarg Pletrict and alse
a farm In the Pretoria District for their people whoe live in
the two districts.

Is their Chief a petty chisf of Sekukuni's 7- Yes, but
he is living in Kglckoe's part of the location. They started
buying land vefore the Bapedis did, snd that is how they came
to be independemt in the metter of land parchases, In sotual
fact, they were involved in land purchases vefore the Bapedis
began.

THE CHATRMAN: They would have their mein stem in
Phetorsburg 7- TYes.

le their Chief the man who lz at present iln gaol charged
with murder 7?- Yes, I think he is. 1 heard that one of them
was in trouble. 4

Mi. LUCAS: Do you have the Salembl among Sekukuni's
people 7= No, most of our people are Bakomi. The same as
the ingoni in Central Africa.

THE CHAIRMAN: There is one point I wanted to put te
you: you are not on the telephome at Skoomoord; is it mot ma |
fact thet you eare not commected up with the telephone line ul"?!
doer not that mean that you have gonsiderable diffieoulty In |
the way of the development of your Territory ?- Yes, it puts
me completely out of touch with =y head offige. Our postal
service doer not fit in the mattier of sending replies. It is

very difficult, and it is hindering the administration of my
district considerably. I consider an office such as sine should
be on the telephone.

S CONC MAJOR HUNT'S EVIDENCE,






