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Is there anything else left out ?- lMedical
atteniance. About 5/- per month for a famijy of five.

I 4id not ingclude tobaceco and such thinge, because after
@ll tobacco i# a lumury, 1 left out tobacco and papere
and matohes, and such things. :

A native does not go without tobaceo and without
his stamps 7- Yes, you esm put down sbout §/- for that.

THL CHAIRMAN: | want to ask the representatives
of the Chiefs themselves whether this document which has
Just been read was drawn up after they were consulted 7-
(Maseti Ramokgopa): It was drawn up before.

Pid you hear before you oame here what was iun the
document, end were you satisfied 7~ Yes, we were satlise-
fied. (The other representatives of the Chlefs signified
the ir amn't).

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIRK RK: + want to ask the Chlefs
a few questions, too. Iis it castomery for chiefs when
they have to speak in regard to thelr own matters
to call in a detribalised native who lives in town to
oome and speak for them ?- Ho, but these people who
are here in town belong to our ~tad, ocutside. They do not
belong to the towm at all. The only reason why the  come
to the town is because they have been erowded out. lost
of us cannot speak English and we know thst these people
are our own people and they come from our homes, and they
have come to live in tow: and they can speak for aus.

They know what these matters are about and we have con-
sulted them and they know perhaps more English than we
do, s0 we have asked them to put these thinge before the
Commission. BEven at home those who are better sducated

write our letters for us, because we say that they have

R R S—— —
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Is there anything else left ocut ?- Mediesl
atteniance. About 5/- per month for a famijy of five.
I 414 not inglude tobmcco and such things, because after
@ll tobacoo is & luxury, I left out tobaceo and papers
and matohes, and such things. _

A native does not go without tobmece and without
hie stamps ?- Yesm, you esn put down sbout 5/~ for that.

THL CHAIRMAN; | want to ask the representstives
of the Chiefs themselves whether this document which has
Jast been read was drawn up after they were consulted 7-
(Maseti Ramokgopa): It was drawn up before.

bld you hear before you eame here what was in the

document, snd were you satisfled ?- Yes, we were satle-
fied. (The other representatives of the Chiefes signified
their aMtl.

MR. LE ROUX VAN NIRK RK: 4 want to ask the Chiefs
a few questions, too. Ils it castomsry for chiefs when
they have to speak in regard to their own matters
to call in a detribalised native who lives in town to
eome and epeak for them ¥~ No, but these people who
are here In town belong to our -tad, outside. They do not
belong to the town at all. The only reason why the  come
to the town is because they have bdeen orowded out. MNost
of us cannot speak English and we know that these people
are our own people and they come from our homes, and they
have come to live in tow: and they cau speak for us,
They know what these matters are about and we have gone
sulted them and they know perhaps more English than we
do, 50 we have asked them t0 put these things vefore the
Commission. BEven at home those who are better sducated

write our letters for us, because we Say that they have
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to show us the way. We agree with what has been sald,
#@ can see for ourselves that we are over-crowded.

That 1¢ ome thing, 4ave the native chiefs lent
their influence or their power on matters of this «ind to
these men, have they lent them their power %o say to
the Uoverument wiat they wunt to ve ssid ?- Not that
alone. We have our own men here, (Witness Indicates
native sathering et the baok of the court), with whom we
ca e into town, snd they can als speak. But we only X
sppointed these t.o men who have rpoken to you here
because what they have read out to you wes exactly the 3
same as we wanted to may. ’

MR, MOSTERT: Was Lt the sawe that they were golng
to say - was 1t the pame as what the chiefs themselves
wanted to say to ue ?- Yes. (Thoman Moloto): These
natives are not town natives. Even when we have
meetings at home they ctbend our meetings. Althouph
they stay in town they have their chiefe and thelir
location.

Mi. LE ROUX VAN NINKERX: Well, they spoke here sa
detribaliised natives, even thoush they may have their
chiefs and theiz tribes ?- They are not detribalised
natives. They have their chiefs and they listen 1o what
inetructions are given to ‘hem by thelr chliefs.

In future if the Govermment wants to know anything
about the tribes should we ¢all the chief® in or should we
call these men? Would the chiefs be natisfied if we
called these men in ?= What the Covernment does, when-
ever the wovernment wantes ‘o tell us anything they notify
ug in our reserves snd when we gct the Jovermmert notlifie
cation we s snd inform our people and the people come out

and we xefkxmysxyx give everybody the Tovernment's mesea e,



That is not an angwer to wy question 7= lixcuse me,
Sir.

How, you say that you s,ree with everythins that
Is 1u those documents ?- Yes, we do.

Fow do you sgree that 1f you were to work the
l.cations better thet you would e sble %o produce much I
more there f= (Masetl Ramokgopa): If the loca'ions are
extended, yes.

That 1e not what the document says ?- #hich doou=

ment? :

That dooument which was read here ¥= I thimk that
ie what the document ssyse It is Lecause the locations
are overcrowded that we come lnto town, ' {

THE CHATRNAN: The document also says "We are '
prepared o wdmit thet with more knowledge of selemtific
ploughing the natives could meke the congented arens more
attractive”, Do you chiefs agree to that 7= (Thomas
Noloto): Umless the locations are extended IUIUI.L'I. not be
satisfied, . |
In other words, you 4o not sgres with this =~ Yes,
we agree that sclentific me thods shoul! bhe earried on in
the locations, bat st the same time we wamt the locations
to be extended.

Do you think thet Lf you work your lands bet ter
you will get more food out of them ?- (Masetl Ramokgopa):

I do mot think ro, Lecause we are overorowded, and that
teing 80 we have only & smaull plece to ploush. (Nxupa
Marell): 1L sgree with what was sald, and If we are shown
how to plough, even if it 1. on & small piece, we shull be
asble %o get Letter erops - shat is, 1T there la a good
water supply.

Mi, LE ROUX VAN FIgcetKks 44 yoa got sufflolent crops



-322-

it would not be necessary to extend the locations ?- Yes,
it would be negessary to extend the locations, begause we
are too many there at present and we are overecrowded,

Bow that document spesks of the painful operations
of the 1913 Aet. Can any of you chiefs tell me any of
these operations which are painful ?- If you tellus I

think we shall know.
THE CHAIRMAN: I think Mr. van Yjiekerk misheard the

date - 1t is the 1923 Aot, the Urban Areas Act. It says
that the Aet of 1913 forced them off European areas and
ingdo the towns.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIBKERK: Do you agree with the
statement made there that 1t would not be advisable for
the natives in the logcations to send their boys to go and
work for the farmers in order to learn better farming
meth.ds ?- We want our ehildrento be sent to an sgricultural
school and not to be sent to a farmer to learm how to plough.

MR, LUCAS: Was not the point on that, that many
of the farmers themselves do not know how to farm properly
and therefore you do mot think it would be good for your
¢hildren ?- Yes, that is so.

Mi. VAN NIEKERK: Therefore you Chiefs think that
where the boys are apprenticed to the farmers in the Plet-
potgietersrust Distriet it is & misteke 7= (Nkupu Marell):
By sending them to farmers outside, in what way are they to
be taught ploughing ? .

1 am mot here to answer guestions. I ask you/question
whe ther you think that it is 2 mistake, as they are doing
in the P.P. Rust Distriect, to earry out the system of
apprenticing boys to the Farmers ?- Yes, I think these
people are making a mistake, because we in the Fietersburg

District have not made such an arrangement.
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Mi, MOSTER?: ZYou have never tried ?- No, we have
never tried it.

Do you prefer your unatives to be dettibalised, or do

you preier your natives to remainm Iln the locations ?7- Ve
want them to remain at home, but the trouble is that we
ere overcrowded.

MR, LE R0UX VA NISKSRK: But apart from overerowding |
?- We want them to stay st home. |

Do not you think that the detribalised native is in
& better position - what would the detribalised native
prefer ?- He would prefer to stay at home.

Today they are in locations in Pletersburg ?- We
want them to stay with the tribe and live with the tribe.

Do you want your boys to o to the farmers and learn
farming 7= How blg should xm the boy be?

Well, say the boys from 12 years of age 7- 1No, we
would not like that. We have already said that. =f
they zo eway young they so to work, they get out of work
and they learn all sorts of bsd things in town. What we
do prefer is that the boys when they are still young should
getx & good education and when they have had their sood
education they can go to work. That is why we want the
Government to provide for compulsory education.

THE CHAIRMAN: In regard to this system which was
tried in Potgletersrust. Why are they opposed to their
ehlildren goling feom your land to a farmer who is a good
farmer, to a man who farms well and who can teach them to
farm well 7= (Maseti Ramokgopa): 1t is far better
that if a boy wants to go and work om & farm he should get
his education first, and after he hae had his education
he ean go and work on a farm.

If he has had his education there ig no objection
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to his going on to a farm?~ That is a matter whieh he
céan chose for himself, If he wishes to g0 and work
on & farm he can gzo and do so. (Nkupu Mareli):

That is why we suggest that the Government should

estallich agrlecultural sehools where our childres gould
be taught how to plough. Because after they leave the
schools mQtotMWMmm.mtu
what sort of work they are soing to do. e do not know
anyt:ing about the farmers at Potihketersrust. We do not
know what sort of farmers they are, but what we want is
that they should go to farmers who are quite espable of
teaching the children how to plough and how %o do

L TR g pe e S ERre

sgricultural work.

Do you know that there are white farmers, many
of them, who do not semd their children %o asricultural
colleges but who first send them to work on farms ?
Do you know that they do not send them to these agricul-
tural colleges begause it is too expensive for them to
do s0o. They camnot pay for 1t ?- (Thomss Moloto): We
natives sre divided into two kraals, into two sections.
there is the one section, the educated mection, and the
one which does not know anything. Well, we cannot speak
for the g¢hildren of uneducated m tives. If they want
their children to go to Johannesburs or elsewhere we
cannot say anything. All they have to do 1= to get

written permission from their parents, and then they can
go. If the parents give thelr permission for them to go,
they go th the chiefs and the chlefs give them & paper
to go to work in Johannesburg or elsewhere. I
They aek here in the document for the provislon ‘

of the Land Bank to be extended tc them. Now would the
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tribe be prepared to hold themselves responsible for any
money lent out by the bank to natives Y- (Nkupu
Mareli): Is mot it that perhaps If a percon wants to
ploush, if he goes to the Sank and borrows momey from
the land Bank, that the person whe borrows t'e money from
the Benk is responsible to pay it back?

THE CHAIGMAN: ZThe ponition with Buropeans is
that if one man borrows money, then he gets snother
men or & number of other men to stand segurity for him.
Now how are they going to do that amonget the natives ?-
Yes, I oun see what the Europeans do. They have to get a
segond purson or more persons to stand securlty,foxzihe
xatkxex 50 that if that person fails to pay the others
will pay. That is why we ask that we should be educated.

Yes, but who is going to stand security for the
native who borrows money from the Land Bamk ?- Perhaps
enother native who has his own property will stand
segurity in the same way as it ie done by Zuropeans.

Would the tribe not bLe prepared to stand sesurity
or would the chlefs stand segurity for the tribes ?- I
do not think that the chiefs will stand segurity for
the loan. The person may use that money for his own

benefit.
MR, LE ROUX VAF NIEKERK: If the Land Bank lends

money to & farmer and the farmer does not pay that money
back to the Land Bamk, the Bank steps in and sells the
man's grounds Would you be willing to take the risk

if the momey i# lent to the tribe and the tribe camnnot pay
it back, that the farm shall be sold ?- We all know that.
That 1= the way in which the BEuropeans do it, and if we

want to follow on the lines of the Zuropeans we shall have
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to do exactly the same. Whet will be the position of
the unfortunate person who has bad crops snd falls %o pay
the money back =- his ground will be ®sold and he will
be very badly off.

THE CHATRMAN: Do not you think it is rather
dangerous for the sative people? At present their
lands oennot be taken by the Suropeans, but under that
system 1t would be possible for the land to be taken by
the furopeans ?= 1 think I have slready sald that the
tribe will not stand responsible for any permson who wanis
a loan. If a person wante s loan and one or two other
persons agree to stand security, they can do so, but
not the tribe,

Supposing the man who has btorrowed the money cannot
pay, would they be Justified in taking his plece of land
?- 1 think the proper procedure is this; Iif a person
wante to borrow money it must be first found out what
that person has; the same as the Banks here do. If a
person wants %o borrow momey from the bank, the bank
will not lend to him unless the bank (= gertain that he
has something, and there must be witnesses to proee that
he has something.

But the bank cannot take the native's lands; they
can take his cattle or anything else. Now would 1t be
good for the native that the land Bank should be sble to
take his land ?- (Thomas Moloto): This is the first
time that we have the privilege of meeting this Conmis-
elon, sand we look up to 'hem as our teachers, they must
teach us.

MR, LE ROUX VAN FIEK'RK: Yes, bDut you say that you



-387~

KEZXEE subseribe to what the other people say in that
document ?- Yes. We Just ask yo@ to put these matters
before the Government and as far as the money asand the
fand 3ank are comeerned, we ask you to tesch us sbout it.
You must not tell the Governmment sbout these things and
you must not tell the Ugvernment to do- things which you
think should not be dome. We look to you to help ue.

THE CHAIRMAN; well, we shall consider that point
very carefully, but we do not want ﬁ recommend anything
to the Government which may reaet ageinst the interests
of the native people ?- Yes, that is what we ask you.

DR, ROBERTS: There is a common desire that the
Goveranment should take over the schools and that they

should no lomger be controlled by the missionaries.fx To
you all agree to this?- Yes.

If you all agree to it you must have some thought
in your minde that the missionaries have failed ?7-
(Chief Mashashane): %“e see the ways in which the miss on-
aries treat the schools. ZThey do not treat the schools
properly.

In what way do not they treat the schools properly
?- They make us pay a lot of money. We buy books and
we bay school fees. Our children are made to work oatside
and we 4o not know what they are working for, we do not

know whether that is the way in which to teach them.
Do you consider that that is sufficient to take away

the aschools from the missionaries T- 1 do not agree with
that. I do not agree thet the sehools should be taken

out of the power of the missioparies and should be glven

to the Covernment.
I know that there is & diviesion,and I know that we
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shall meet with this everywhere. It is sn easy thing
for you to say that the schools should be taken sway
from the missionmaries, but you should think whether

it is a wise thing, because azt any rate three of you
to my knowledge end two of the mem who got up on tllnir
feet have been educated by the miesionaries 7- (Mo
answer ).

MR. LE ROUX VAN NIEKERK: 4% is said in the
document that the natives are to0 heavily taxed. 1Is
it a 'tu‘l that the Government redaced your tax some
time ago ?- (Chief Mashshane): Yes, the Covernmant
reduced the tax some time ago, but 1t d1d not do s0 to
any extent, because some of us still pay £2, £3 and
£1.10.0.

You only paid £1 to the Government. The other
money you pay is a land tax for the location and an

extra 1./~ for every wife, and that momey too is spent
on the locations®- In what way does that momey go to
the locations? The roads that zo to the locations are
not repaired. '

Do you pay for the building of the dipping tank
?- The first dipping ftank we pald for, but the others
we did not pay for. It was erected lasi year.

Do you pay for the dipplug of your catthd 7-
Yes, we pay; what about the 10/- ¥

That is what 1 say. You asked whede the money
goesxt ., Now iln studying that document I see that
you gay that the natives in the town should be jpaid at
least £6 per month. Do you all agree with that ?7-
(Maseti Ramokgopa): I am afraid we cannot go into
that gquestion, because we d0 not all live im the towns.

We live outside.



-39~

That ie why 1 say that you should not subseribe
to these documents. You are subseribing to thinge which
you know nothin: whatever about.

ER, MOSTERT: What you have made yourselves gulilty
of is to subseribe to that document ?- (Thomas Moloto):
Yes, we agreed to it.

We are told that you must earn £6 in thie town in
order to be able to live ?- Not the natives who live
in the town. The natives who come from outside, when
they come %o town must be pald the essme wage as the
others.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is it the position that you only
agreed to those portions of the document of which you
know and which affect you 7~ These people are our
ohildrem. They do mot belong to the towns at all.

If they are sent to go and work somewhere else we cannot
say that they do not belong to us. They have to go to
work, but all the same Shey are our children.

Do you speak from your own knwwledge when you say
that it is necessary to have at least £6 per month %o
be able to live in town T- We are speaking from the
knowledge which comes to us ss chlefs.

J0 you know that it costs a man L6 to be able to
live in the town 7= JAgco:ding %o the work a person
does. If he does work that ls worth £& he should be
paid that money. The money must be added to it.

Do you sgree that it is necessary %o pay L6
per month in town ?- (Chief Mashashane): You put that
question to me. I do mot know whe ther it is necessary
to put that question to me.

Well, you sald that you asreed to this document.
Do you agree to that or do you say that that is s thing
which does not affeect you and therefore you cannct

axrnrass
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express an opinion on that 7= [ am afraid I cannot go
any farther into this matter, because when the Commission
went out for lunmeh and we ecame back I found that the
matter had already been drawn up. When I came back after
luneh I found that the document had bveen drawn up and

1t was asked whether the Chiefs agreed with it., Ve
thought that everyone could eome here with his own paper
#nd lay before the Commissiomwhat was written in that
paper. 1f there was time | should have asked them

to read out to me what the document says. Thst is

why . cannot reply %o your guestion.

So that you did not hear that document until you
came here 7- I can say $hat this is the first time I
heard the document read, because I never met them before
and I never asjed them what was in the document.

I thought the document was the ssme as the notes which
I have.

What about the others, did you hear the document
vefore you came here ?- (Thomas Moloto): Yes, I heard
the document before I came here.

ind you 7= (Maseti Ramokgopa): I heard it cut-
side,

ind what about you ?- (Juel Matlela): Yes, 1
alec heard it outside. '

And you ?- (Chief Mashashane): This ie the first
time I heard it read out.

MR. LE ROUL VAN NIEKERK: - Yhere were you people uumné
the document wae read out outside ?- (Masetli Ramokgopsa):
We did not see these others.

THE CHAIRMAN: DNow you want to say certain things
on behalf of yourself, We are prepared now %o hear what

you have to tell us. You ¢an read it out, 1f you have
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it written down?- (Nkupu Mareli): The first thing
that Iwanted to talk about was the ground. The Government
ground sdjoining the locationse I want %o ask whether
the Government would not meet us who ere overcrowded in
the location®m and lease us t.ho Government ground whiech
adjoins us in the location. We would be prepared to pay
rent to the Government, Uh masy of the farms outside
near the logations there is no one living on them. The
owners are living far away, exeept when they come and
6ollect momey for the lands whick the natives plough.
Some of these farms are Goverument property. I should like
té know whether this Commission cannot make regommendations
‘o the Govermment so that we natives should be allowed %o
lease these Government grounds which adjoln the locations.
Secotdly, I should like to kmow whether the Government
ocould arrange to have sn agricul tural school for the
locations outside. In erecting those ssricul tural
schools they should see to it that there is a good supply
of water and they should ersct reservoirs, because it is
negcessary that we should have plenty of water there.
ind in the first place ! should like to know whe ther
the Government eculd not try and make provision so that
our chlildren would get a good education.

DR. ROBERTS: Would you tell me what you mesn
by "locations", don't you mean reserves ?- Yes, ! mean
the reserves. | want to ask whether the Govermment
cennot makes education compulsory for the chlldren
outside, because 1f they do mot our ehildren will never
get &n. 1 think that would be much better than what we
heve. 1t is more than advisable that education should be
compulsory. Those are the points which I wanted to speak
about and which I was asked by my people to place before
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ME.LE ROUX VAN NIEKERK: Zfou speak about the farms
adjoining the locations. Now will you tell me whether
that land belongs to the Government or to private people 7-
Some of these farms are Govermment property, and others
are privately owned.

What are you drivimgat, do you want to lease the
land belonging to private people or the land belonging %o
the Government ?- I am not speaking on my own behalf -

I am speakinz on behalf of my tribe.

Yes, that I understand. What I want tc know is
whether you want to lease the land which beluongs to the
private peolle or to the Goverunment 7- We want to lease
the Goverument land. We must be permitted to lease the
Government land in the same way =8 the 3 Europeans are.

i want to say again that I am not spesking on my owa
behalf but on behslf of my people.

Has your tribe applied to the Commissioner to lease
that land ?- No. We have siready asked the Commissionsr
for grazing lands, and our people have been charged 2/-

per year.

Are not you satisfied with that ?- We are not
satisfied, because those farms have no water.

Do you consider that the rent is too high ?- Yes,
the farms have no water and wé have to zo elsewhere to
look for water.

DR. ROBERTS: 1 want to ask you about the oonp;llaary
education; do you think it is possible 7= Yem, iIf the
Government assist us it is possible.

At present only one-tenth of the ghildren in the
Transvaal are attending sehool. Do you think that if you
had compulsory education that you would zet the other
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nine-tenths in ?- Yes, | think the others would attend
If it was made compulsory.

I wuld ask you to think of the geeat expense 1t
would be to bring that in immediately. It could be
brought in et say locations and then In reserves. HNative
education Just now is costing m £600,000 per year, and it
would cost a great deal more if we were to get compulsory
education ?- Yes, bat it would be very good Lf we could
get education for our childrem. I% would enmable us %o
make a better living.

MR, LUCAS: I want % ask you this. Dp many of
the nativee from your locations go to work om the farms ?-
‘he majority of our natives go %o work om the mines.

To which mines, in Johsnmesburg 7= Yes.

Do they all come back 7= Some of them come back.

And some of them steay away and never come back 7-
Yes, some of them stay away for always.

Do you know why they stay away ?- 1 eaonot tell
you exactly what the reasom is, but I do thiak it is
because of the sttractions of the towns. They like the
town life now, and they think that if they go back home
and live an ordinary native's life they will not like it
any more.

Do these people remain im Johannesburg ¥- Yes,

And 4o they marry any women there 7= Yes,

And then they become detribalised 7- Yes.

Now about those who xo and come back, about how
long do they stay away before they come Dback usually ?-
They have & contract for =ix months,and some for nine
months., Some of them return home after four or six months.

Why do they go away for such a short ‘ime as four
months P= I could not tell yo that - perhaps they are too
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lagy te work.

What is their ghief reason for going to the mines 7-
Their chlef reason is to get money to pay their taxes snd %
get money to buy clothes.

Do they send any money home 7- Some send money
home, but others do not begause they only earn small
wages.

How, about you, Thomas Moloto, are there eny nativee
from your location who work on the farms in the neigh-
bourhsod ?= (Thomas Moloto): Those who were given per-
mission work on farms.

On what conditions do they work % - what conditions
do they get from the farmers? Wwhat do they do, and do they
get food as well as wages ?7- Yes,

What wages do they get 7= Ihe wages vary from £1
to 22,

And what food do they get 7- Memlie meal pap and
mea t.

How often do they get meat ?- I do not know how
often they get meat or how much they ge$, dbut from what
they tell us when they come home | understand that they
are fed on meallie meal pap and meat.

Those who work in the vielnity of the Pletersburg
District, how much do they get P~ 5/- per month.

MR, LE ROUX VAN YIEKEZRZ: What are they, big kaffirs
or piccaning ?- The piccanins get 5/- per month, and the
grown-ups 10/- per month.

Mit, LUCAS: BHow long does that usually last ?- Some-
times six monthe,and they have nothing to wear. Some of
them wear sacks.

Are there masy who get as little es 10/- ?- Yes,

there are a lot.
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Where is it that they get £27 You l.lld that some
got £2 ?- Yes, in the neighbourhood of Johasnnesburg,
on the farms.

What is the highest any of your men are getting in
the Pietersburg Distriect ?- £1.10.0, and the highest is
£2,

Now these natives who work for wages like that,
do they take their wives with them ?- No, they leave
their wives at home and they zo to work.

And do they take any cattle with them ?- No, the
cattle renain at home too.

And do they get any grazing which they can work for
themselves 7~ Those who work for coolies in townm do
not get any ground to work.

I em talking of those who gzo to work om farms 7-
They only go to work on farms to thresh out mealies and
they leave their cattle behind.

I am not quite sure that . have your answer right.
Is what they get when they are working on farms their
wage and their food or is there amgything else they get ?7-
They get food and $hey get thelr wage snd the only thing
is the clothes which they wear, which they bdrought with
them -~ that is all ghey take with them when they zo to
the farus.

Now what is the position of your people who gzo
out to work in the Pletersburg District ?- (Haseti
Ramokgopa): Cur natives do mot get work om the farms,
except those who are farm labourers.

Yes, those are the people I want to hear about.
What wages do iooph from your tribe get who go out as
farm labourers in the FPietersburs Diestrict ?- Those who
are working on the farms are under an oblisation to the
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farmer to work.

You mean that they work as squatters, and that
is why they are umder an obligation ?- That is so.

1 was asking you about all your men who go from
the reserve to work as labourerse on the farms. Khat do
they get 7- 1t ie nmot to my knowledge at all that any
of our reserve natives go to werk om farms. I do not
think they g0 te work om farme at all.

Do you mean that they live on the farms of European
farmers and they are ander comntract to work a eertaln time
for their remt? If that is so what are the comditions
under which they have to work 7= They are squatters
and they work on a farm but they are not paid.

How long have they got to work 7= Some of them
hav® pgot to work three months.

Do any of them have %0 work two days a week through-
out the year 7- Not to my knowledge; to my knowledge
they work three months in the year.

And do their wives have to work as well ?- Yes.

And do they get paid ?- No, they do no t.

And the children, do they work as well ?- Yes.

And do they get paid ?- No, they do mot. All
of them have %o work for three months.

And do they get food - 1 do not know whether
they zet food or not, but I do think that whatever
food they get is not of the best.

You do not know whether it is usual to give food
to these labourers ?- No. Jome of them who are squatters
‘and work om farms provide their own food.

Now you, Juel Matlala, do any of your natives go
from the reserve to work for wages om the farms 7-
(Juel Matlals): Neo, they do not.



Are any of them living as squatters om farme in
the distriect ?- Yes.

What are the conditions with them 7- They work for
three months.

And are those three mounths contimuous, or do some
of them have to work ome or two days every week ?- They
have to work continuously for three months.

ind do the women and the children have to work
as well ?- Yes.

And do the women and children get any pay ?- lNo,
they are not paid at all.

And do they get food ?- HNo, they find their own
food.

Is that usual in the district round about you ?7-
Yes.

Now, you Chief Mashashame, is the position the same
with you ?- (Chief Mashashane): Yes, there are some of
my people who are squatters and work for three months on
the farms,

Do any of them have to work a little every week?-
I do mot know, L only see them when I pase. Some of them
work three months and some of them work a little ower
three months.

ind do the women and ehildren have to work as well
?- Yes, the women and children do work. The young
boys are herding and the young girls snd the wowmen work
on the lands.

And in the district where your people work, deo
the sguatters get food ?- Jome are given food and some
find their own food.

Now, in regard to these squatters, is there any
opportunity for their ehildren %o s¢ to school ?- No,
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who could a ghild have a change of attending school
when they are herding sheep and goats?

Do you as a chief objeet to that ?- Yes, I object
to it, it grieves us.

Have you s school in your reserve ?- Yes, I have
a sghool in my reserve.

And do all the children in the reserve go to
school ?- Yes, | think that sbout 500 attend the school.

1 do mot know how meny people there are in the
ieserve 7- It is a very small reserve.

You say thet there are sbout 500 ehildren at school
is that the majority of them ?- Yes, but there are more
¢hildren than that.

Do you speak to the paremts about the children going
to school?- No, If a parent wishes a child %o 20 teo
school he will send him to school.

You want them to do so ?= Thoy want to send thelr
¢hildren to sghool themselves.

Do you want them to be forged to send their ghildren
to school 7= I think it would be a hardship if they are
fore+d to send their children to school, begcsuse there are
quite a number of them who will not have a school te o to,
and what will their position be 1If 1t is compulsory?

Rut the other young children, do they all zo teo
sgchool 7= Yes, they all attend school, but thoﬁ over ten
years of age do not always go.

Are thers schools in your reserve, Niupu Marell ?-
(Bkupu Marell): Yes.

Can you tell us sbout how many there sre at sghool?-
There are ‘lhlt 600.

are they all at ome sehool ?- There are two Lranches.
One brasch has about 400 children.
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Do all the small children in your locatlion attend
school 7= The majority of them do, but there are a lot of

ehildren who 4o not ‘tund school.
ind i$ there & school in the reserves of the other

chiefs ?- (Juel Matlals): Yes, there ie a school.
(Maseti Ramokgopa): There are & lot of schools in my
location. (Thomas Moloto): We have s lot $00.

Bow, . want to ask about lobola. Iin your reserve
have there been cases when money has been paid instesd of
cattle ?- (Chief Mashashane): Those #ho pay lobola in
money are the Shangaan people. ¥e in this country
marry women with cattle and goats, but never with money.

Is that the same with the others of you 7- Yes.

MAJOR ANDERSON: In regard to natives who are
recrul tedx by reo:uited - their pay ls sometimes deferreqd.
Do you like that system of deferred pay and do yoa always
get the money which is deferred 7~ No, we do not see any
of the deferred pay sent home.

Do the natives themselves draw it If it is not seant
home ?- (Nkupu Mareli): It sppears so. We do mot set
the money, and 1 suppose they get 1t. (Thomme Molote):
There is & recruiter, the firm of Saker and Smithors,
when he sends Juveniles away to Natsl snd elsewhere they
are given s small amount in their pockets %o supply them
with food, but the bulk of the mouey il2 paid to them on

thelr return.
THE CHAI'MAN: These tenants who stay on the farm

for ninety days, do they get land to plough ¥- tome are
given land to plough and some are not.
Some of the nlnety-flay tenants are given lund to

plough 7= Yes, they are siven & smsll plece of sround which
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They are all giveu the same land to ploush ?-
(Chief Mashashane): Yes, Just a small piece, but they
do not vet time enough to plough that ssall piece, because
most of their time is occupied in plogushing for the land-
lord.

ind do they get grazing for their cattle ?- Yes.

How many cattle do they have grazing ?- Just s few.
(Maseti Ramokgopa): If the cattle ingrease on a farm
the owner of the farm sends them away.

If they inerease to how mamy 7= If they increase
to ten.

You say that every native who has over ten head of
cattle is driven eway from the farms - That is so.

Ie that general ?- Yes.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIEX'RK: Are you gulte sure of
that ?- Yes, guite sure. I am qulte sure, begsuse I have
already seen cases.

Are you sure that there are no natives on the farms
of Zuropeans who own more than ten heal of cattle ?- There
may be some cases, begause some Europesans are not like
0 thers and some may allow Lt bat others do not.

THE CHAIVMAN: (To Mesars. Thema and Molapo): You
suggested that imside of the urben locations it should
be possible for a native not only %o buy a stand of his
own in whiech he would live himeelf but alse to bauy other
stands. Why do you want him to have the right to buy
stands 7= (Thema): I waat those natives to be thelr
own laendlords. ZThey should be able te bulld their own
house and they should have the right to do so, und they
should be sllowed to rent houses to other natives,
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You point out that a detribvalised native is dependent
entirely on hie wages. Now does that apply also to the
tribal native ?- No, it does mot.

In other words, the tribsl native can live on lese
money then the detribalised utin ?- Yes, that is so.

t lot of these natives come into town and that le
the cause of a great deal of the trouble 7- 'Iia.

' Do mot you think that if the wages for -utru-:u-u
native remain higher than for tribal ratives the tribal
natives will get the jJjobs and the others will get nothing

(Molopa): I speak in my statement of the Peculiar Group,
and I say that they should make room for others.

You want the number of natives coming inte the towms
to be limited ?7- Yes.

In the interests of those who have no land outside
on which they can live 7- Yes, that is so.

You think that the wages are low because many natives
who come in ‘m- the reserves are prepared to sce-pt low
wages 7- Yes, I think that is the cause.

ind if those natives did not come in do you think
the wages would be higher ?- 1 eerteinly think so.

Do you find that a detribalised native who is educa-
ted and lives here and gets %o know the wayes of the white
man better can get better Jobs than the man whe Juet comes
in from the reserve ?- No, I 4o not think so. “here are
a few,but the white people would not employ me because |
would ask for more, They would prefer %o have a man
working for a small wage.

Do not you think that there are jobs in whick & man

|

f= Yes, that is why I make the suggestion whieh I have done. ‘
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who can do better work is worth more monmey than the other
man who cennot do the same class of work or are there no
such Jobs for natives ?- There may be Jobe for the edues-
ted people. There may be a few.

As teachers und clerks ?- Yes.

And in garages - do not they get such Jjobs in motor
garages 7-, Yes, a few.

But there are more educa ted natives than there are
Jobes for ?- That is so.

Now, if education wers made compulsory, as the
representative of Chief Pashlela reconmended, there would
be an even larger namber of educeted natives ¥- 1 think
80,

In other words, one would have %o make some sort of
provision by which these educsated nstives would be sbsorbed,
ofherwise the position might become even more difficult 7-
Jaite so.

How, 1 made some inguiries about a family here.

Do you have to pay 6d4. per lb. for sugar here ? You put
down 15 1bs. of sugar ?- (Molepo): Yes, every two days
we have 1 1lb. of sugar.

50 in a month's time you have 15 lbs. of sugar.
Some days you use a little more ?- I put down 7/64. for
Sugar.

Now, do you have to pay 6d4. here for sugar ?- Yes,
here in town we have % pay 6d., per 1lb. for sugar.

When you buy the whole 1lv. at once do you have
to pay sixpence ?- Yes.

And you say that you pay 64. in all the shops ?7-

1 could not say all the shops, but we mostly bay from
small shops.
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And you pay 6d4? Are you sure ?- Yes, quite sure.
1% should Le remembered that Imdians often do not charge
the same price as Buropeans, and most of our people buy
from Indians.

Bow you aulso have put down 3 loaves aof bread per
week, What ie the =ize of these losves 7- They are the
usual size - like that (withess indicates size of 2 1b.
loaf).

You got your bread fairly cheap hers — [ see 4d. per
loaf 7- Yes, we get our bread here for 44, and Jd. per
leaf.

You have put down 15/~ for meallie meal.® It is
10/- a bag here. Do you pay more 7= Well, the price is
1l.w when the prigce of mealies is down, but very offen
we paj on an average 15/- per month. It ie only daring
certaln seasons th«t mealies are cheap, snd theu we pay
9/6d. or 10/= |

But your budget it based on present day prices.
It is no use glving us the price of another time Jx ?- ‘

I put downthe average priee throughout the year.

You think that you would not be able to get your
mealies at 10/= per bag on an average f- It is very
rare. During this season, yes, But after the reaplng !
season ir over, and they are not bringing In any more bdage

for sale, then the price of medlie meal goes up. i
What do you consider is a =ood average price to pay
for mealle meal - I think 12/6d.
That means that you allow 14 1bs. of mealie meal
per head per day 7- Yes.
And then you sllow 1/~ daily for meat ? Now the
natives who live out on the reserves, do they get meat

dally ?- No, they do mot get it daily.



=344~

Ant you want to have meat dally ?- Yes, we hers In
town have meat daily. #e have it for breakfast, dinner
and supper, but outside it is very rare that they have
three meals regularly.

You have moat three times a day 7- Yes.

It 12 not surprising thet you canmmot come out,
becauuse only comparctively well to do Buropeans can afford
to eat meat three times a day?- We are compelled fto. Buro-
peans take puddings snd euch thinge to replace meat, but we
have nothing to replace it. It 1= for that reason that
we spend much more on meat.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIEXERK: Yes, I suppose you have
sugar on your porridge for Lreakfast ?- Ve do mot use
sugar for porridse.

THE CHAIRMAN: 1t must be fairly apperent that
there are very few natives in Pleter «burg who earn over ié
per month., Would you say that there are many who earn over
£6 per month - | mean & man with his family ?- Ne, I do
not think there are many. ;

In fact, there are very few ?- Yes.

In other words, this is not what the nativex in
spexx Pletersburg is actually spending, bat what you think
he ought to have in order to live as well a8 you think he
ought to ?- No, that is what the native man in Fletersburg
spende. I reckon on what I scend myself and on what [

know some other pecople spend.
No, 4o you earn this yourself with your family 7-

I earn more than that.

You sre all right, you can pay your debts, but natives
who d¢ not earn that how 40 they mansge to pay their debte
7= Well, they have to mmke beer, and somehow or other
they have %o steal. Some of them are doilng all sorte

of things
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of things, such as supplyiny stolen property in order
to support their families.

And for the rest they make beer. How who buys the
beer ?- The workers in town.

You think thet they have omourh money to be =ble teo
wacte some of 1% on beer - HNot because they have ~nough
but because they like it amd 1t is more like 2 luxury to
them.

But c¢an they afford it ?- Well, they mana;e to
afford 1t somehow. '

They ean pay for it 7= Yes, they easn pay for it.

How is 1t they can pay for it 7= Well, they can
pay for it because they thiank i1t is better thau anything
else.

They must have the money to pay for it and they
mast have food 7= ¥ost of these people are fed by
their masters, and tc.n they get their wsges they
rush to the location to spenda it.

In other words, they are much better off than those
natives who are not fed by their masters 7- Yes.

MR, LUCAS: And the man who is fed by his master
has not got his wife with him ?- That is so.

Now you s=poke of detribamlised natives. Which na-
tives would you regard se belns sntirely detribalised ?7-
{Thema): 1 think the one side who have lost all their
pastoral origin and are dependent entirely on wages.

How would we able to recoznise them if we found them
in town 7= 1t is rather difficult to recognise them, but
they are there.

If a man has his wife in the location, can we
take that as an indieation that he is detribalised?-

Yes, you can.
You do not find tribal natives brinmging their wives



here ?- ui; rarely.

And do you find that nativee who come here and
take wives here go back to their tribes ?- That you
find very rarely indeed.

o if a man has hies wife here in the location he
is detribaliced ?- Yes.

DR, ROBEKRTS: But if he ie only living with her
he is not detribalised ?- Yes, that is so.

THE CHAIRMAN: Sut if he is married to her thea
he is detrivalised ?- Yes.

Now with the wegesx as they are in town at pres-
ent, the man who goes away from his tribe, who haes no
more right to his lands and to plough or to keep cattle---
that men earns money here, i# he in sny worse position
then the men lto is still a member of his tribde ?-

Yes, he 1o in a worse finaneisl position.

Allthe natives who are detribalised have certain
tribal rights P~ They had some tribal rights.

How did they shed tho=e rights ?- They came
into town and they thought that they would make the town
their home.

They thought they would be better off inm town 7-
When a2 man comes® here he gets married. He is either
forced to live 1ln a gcountry town and he meets & woman and
he is detribalised.

He does not pay lobola for that woman ?- No.

If he took her back to the tribe ?- She would not
agree to go.

Why not ?- She would want ‘o make concations of
beer and such things.

S0 they marry woman who have been tngmged in the
beer trade ?- Yes, that is so.
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And the woman does not want %o zo beek 7= That
is 0.

DR, ROBERTS: Would the tribe accept her ?- Yes,
i% would,

THE CHAINMAN: But would that sative have to pay
lotola for her if he took her back 7- He has his
parents there and when they get home the parents would
arrange for the lobola., fhey would not Just ask her
to stay Defore lotols was pald.

If he stays in town he does not! need to pay
lobela ?- Jo, that is so.

DRs ROBERTS: Bat Af she is a staange woman she
could not o back to her tride. The trive would not re-
eeive her.  Supposing she is = Zulu woman and she
met s Shangasn or a Mavenda. Would the Shengsam or the
kavendas receive her ?- They would make things very
uncomfortable for her if she was not lobolaed. she would
not be respected and he would marry other wives and she
would be unofng.

Do not the natives know these thinges you have been
telling us = The natives outside who come im from the
reservesk; do not they kunow that if they are away from
their tribes they are ecomomically worse off if they ‘ake
a wife here and they casnot go bsekx to their tribes 7~
I would not say that they know it. (fhx Wopola): +
think they prefer to be detribalised., They are earning
money every day amd seelng it, and they prefer to be in
towu,.

If you are using money every day and you have not
20t enough food, are you better off?- I would mot Ve.
But with them -~ they seem to be qulte satisfled wi.'h the

little money they get and they seem to be more snjiafied
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than if they are outeside. The work here is not heavy
and although they get very lit'le money they are not
worried sbout thet and they are content. It is omnly
when they are in town for a lomgzer period that they
begin to realise the straoin of town life.

Bow let us gome to your Pecullar Group. Those
must be original natives who come from the Reserves 7-
(Thema): quite so.

What makes you call them the Peguliar Group ¥
i1s there any differenge between the native who comes
from the reserve and goes back, and that native 7-
I% is this native who makes some of these pecple feel
their position. They earn L2 and they spend the whole
of it on lantoxicants and other thinge. They have no
money to send home, and they are afraid tc go home
themselves, They Just keep in town., They are so fond
of drink that they drink up all they have. They are fed
by their masters.

If they saved up emoush money to go home, do you
think they would zo home from time to time, Xike the
tribal natives ?- Yes, I think so.

Have they got into difficulty, se that they are
afrald to go l‘- ?- Yes.

IR+ ROBERTS: Is not that much more true of the
women then of the mem ?- No, it is much more true of the
men.

KR, MOSTERT: *hie is a class of native who is in
and out of gaol ?- Yes, very often,

THE CHAIRMAN: Both the criminal classes and the
others ?- 1 should call thém the confounded omes.
These natives :re confused - they do hot kmow what to do
with themselves. The money they get is so little and
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their desire for drink is smo much that they spend every
penny they get om it.

How would you say im your own langusge "the con-
founded class™ 7~ It means the confused ones.

Do mot these people becoms detribalised in time ?-
Yes, they sometimes do begome detribalised.

MR, VAN NIEKERK: But do not they go back to their
tribes ?- Yes, they do.

THE CHAIRMAN: “hey become detribalised in that
sense. DSut why do mot you eomsider that they belong %o
the same group as the ome that you belong to ¥- Hecause
we hawe our wives here and they have their wives st home.
They do not go back home even %o see thelr chiliren.

If they take another wife here, which they can do
ageording te your custom, then it means thet they have a
wife here and a wife at home 7 What prevents them from
becoming detribalised afterwards in the game way as you
are detribalised ?= ‘hey have their ehildrem, they have
another family at home.

Bat |f they do mot take any motie~ of that family
at all 7= ZLhen they become detribalised.

They are an intermediate sphere between the tribal
and the detribalised natives ?- That is so.

DR. MOBERTS: DNow supposing thet your chief, to
whom you owe a certain allegiance, were to send for you.

Supposing he wanted to see you. Would you go ?- I would

not goe
Are you sure 7= I am detribalised,

That ie to say, that you would not give him any
recognition at all if you were to meet him, you would not

salute him ?- Oh yes, 4 would salute him.
DR, FOURIE: Buat you would not obey him ?-+ Neo,

Se——
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I am detribalised, so how can + live in the reserves 7

Ut. ROBERTS: Supposing he wanted to discues a
matter with you, would you gzo 7~ Yee, I would obey him
there - 1 would go to dlscuss a matter. ,

You would go ?- Yes, ! have done that several
times. If I am c¢ulied by him 1 obey.

THE CHAINMAN: Bat if he told you to live there
yeu would not ?- That is so. ;

MR, LE ROUX VAN NISKERK: You spoke of the migra-
tion of natives after the 1913 Act.fs Where was this mi-
gfation from ?- From the reserve and from the faras. |

In what way 7 Why a1d they mﬁ'm the farme
after the 1913 Aet ?-  Becaase they wers not sllowed %o
lease m more in the white aresa, so thay had te 0 %o
the towns,

Those natives who were leasings st the time were
sllowed to o on? Did dany natives lesse land before

_ share

1915 ?- Yes, on the half-gmux/systen.

ind_ that was stopped ?- Yeos.

Was that carried om to any extent here ?- Yes,
there was much lessing on the hulf-stare system.

Was that in this district ?- Yes.

You spoke about the bad management of s farmer.
What do you mean by that ¥- What 1 mean 1» this. These
natives are asked Ly a eertain farmer to do nlnety days"
work and they have to do two days per week 50 =8 %0 com-
plete the ninety days. They bave no time to work for
thenselves because they have to be on the farm every week,
They would like to go and do other work, bat they cannot.
They are given a cerfaln sore and they are told to
finish that scre otherwliee "I shull not write s ticket

for you." That man is struggling alon:, == baut his
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tloket does mot get written., But the native 1is sdvancing
and he gees that he is not well macaged.

Fow this syetien of working two days & week. It is
peculliar %o this arva in the North. Ve do not kmow about
it further south. Il you think it is slowly disappearing
T~ Yes, it isg.

There is an jmprovement in that 7- Yes.

THE CHAINMAN: “ny is it dlsappearing ?- The farmers
must have noticed tihat the natives are leaving their land
begsuse of 1,

Kite LE ROUX VAN NISKERX: You epoke mbout the conges-
tion of the locationss  You think that If the natlves had
better methods of cnltivation they could exist on the same
land for a considersble time still. Would the congestion

disappear 7= No, but matters would be made more attrac-
tive to the natives, but the congestion would not disappear.
/&”-::ﬁ;" » When & place i»s congested it does not
naturally mean that there are too many people living ia
the place but that there are WO many peeple to make »
living., +f they wexe to improv: their methods of sgricul-
tuare they would be able % live on the sume land, more
people would be abile to live on the same land ?- I think
80 . .
And 40 you think the native can considerably e
fmprove their ways of agriculture 7-, Yes,

And you are therefore in favour of agricaltural
training being givon to the natives 7~ Yes.

You spoke oiff the land Ast of 1913. You sald that
i1t was promised that land would be ;iven permanently to
the natives. Where was that sald ?- The recommenced
areas were not made permanent, Still, up to this day

they remain recomuended areas.
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But the Government does asllow the native to buy
in that recommended area ?- Yes, but what we want is
that they should be permanent. .‘hey should be .iven to
the natives permanently.

You waut to release the rec mmended sreas ?7- Yes.

Do you want them to be yiven for nothing ?- 1 want
them to be allotted for natives.

Although the law has not been passed, there 18 no
difficulty for a man %o buy land in a releared ares 7-
‘here is no difficulty, but the whites are allowed to
buy lond in the areas recommended for natives.

Do they mllow the whites to buy here and there ?-
Yes.

Your contention 1= that It should be permanently
laid down that only matives can buy there = That is so.

THE CHAIRMAN: In those recommended areas, if a
native "!' now, the title cam be plven to the tribe 7-
Yes.

Your objection is that title cannot be siven to an
individual native ?= Yes, and also that whites can bLuy
in the recommended native areas.

HR, LE ROUX VAN NIBKLRK: We have had many com=
plaints from native chiefs elmewhere that they do not like
Bhe ides of their plecanins coming to town. They say
that they turn into Amslaitas. Vo you agree with that 7-
Fo.

Do you agree that 1t is not advisable to allow the
small pieccanins to go into the towns ¥- Yes; we do
not want them to be apprenticed by Burcpeans who are not
qualified.

When we are speaking about apprentiein: a native
boy to a European, the idea is thet there should be &
board constituted of the white man and & repressntative
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of the native, and whemever & contract ls entered into
i1t should come before this board. Now if this béard
considers that a farmer leg no z00d, and that he is not
properly tralning his peocple, or not properly treating '
them, the Board will say "o, we will not give you an
apprentice. But if there e a good farmer who is
treating his men well, you would not object would you?-
o, I wuld not.

Do you think that wodld be preferable rather than
seniing the boys into town ?- WNe would not object if
the farmers were qualified. Our fear is only that some .
people may take advantage of the plecaning amd use them
only for lsbour snd not appremtice them.

When we speak of sppremticlng them, then they must
work in such a way that they will learn something v~ Yes,
I understand that.

And you have uo objection t¢ that systeam ?7- Fo,

A

You spoke about the Covernment and the Land Sank,
Are you scguainted with the Hegulations of the “and Bank 7-
No, I a= not.

Have you ever given it any thought, that it would be
a mont difficult thing to advange natives money living
in the Reserve ?7- I thought that as the Jovernment has
got the Sgtive Reserves and has they have sot the contrel |
over the Reserves, that they should be sble to do something
to see that the natives do not simply borrow the noney \

and do not return it.
You thought that some systesm could be devised whereby

the mstives im the reserves could bshg¢lped 7- Yes.

Kow, what would be your idea of helping natives
through some agency like the Land Bamk 7 What do you
want the money for and what do you think these natives in
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the Reserves require the money fO0rp. 15 times of depres-

sion, only in times of depression.

There should be a system of helping that native
over that period ?- Yes.

DR, ROBENTS: You know of course that the Native
Affaire Department just nmow advances momey to natives to
buy farms ?- 1 did not know that.

THE CHAIRMAN: They sometimes have alfficulty im
making the money accept the money, becmuse they say
"If we owe s¢ much money t0 the Government, what will
the Government do with us"? %= I did not know that.

MR. LE ROUX VA® NIEKEEK: Now, Molopa, you spoke
of a wage of £6. DPid you take intc scecount the wages
earned by the women, too 7~ Yes.

Did you mean to say that it would be safficient if a
man and & woman together earned L6 ¥= Yes. 1 have in
mind that the wages of a man and a woman put together to-
day does not amount to £3. The wage of a man alome
should be in the neighbourhood of L6, but of course the

woman cannot be expected to earn much. She gets very
1ittle for the washing she does.

Would you reckon that in ?= HElsewhere you reckon
the two together. %“ould you not reckon the earnings of
the woma: together with the man to be 26 7 Would that
meet the case ?7- Yes.

We had & statement here thls morning from the
vaperintendent of the Iocation that the women who brew the
beer were generally unmarried women, the lowest woman of
the town.2= Is that so 7- In some ocases thet is so.
But 1 want to explain. In the location we get more
married people, legally married women, than others.

They work for the Europeans, but these people also brew
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beer. Of course, there are some people who do not.

Now, you made what was % 0® & rather stamnge
stdtement, that 1f & man earns low wages he is bound to
steal?- Mamrximxguxx JQulte =0.

Now, in your opinion the majority of the natives in
Fletersburg, or you can practically say all over the Unmien,

@0 not earn £6 per month. 5S¢ the majority must steal,
must be thieves ?- I mean that these people have earned
very little and they cennot lli»an"oitla means to buy
food, =0 they have %o go umh--hmoto supply
then with the goeods,

You are putting = stigme on the antive. You say
that the mejority do not earn £6 and to get that they
mast oither steal, borrow or sell ?- Yes.

There are only a gertain smount who sell Leer, not |
too many, becsuse the poliee are always on the look-out,
80 a g00d percentage of the smtives in the town must be
stealing ?- Yes, quite so.

I do mot know if the mative will bear you oat. We al-
ways ikak thought that the native was a fairly honest man 7= {
if we reason this out it coms to the same thing. We
have to reckon out Lf the cost of living is so much, where
do they get the money from ?

Do you sgree with that Thema ?- (Thems): [ do not |
to the extent of saying that the majority of our pecple are
thieves, but I say this, - Sthere is a lot of thieving golng
on because of the low wages.

Now you spoke of the Peguliar Groap. That is the man
who comes to town, he earns £2 per month, and he has 2 wife
and family in the location 7- Yes.

He spends his momey principally on imtexicants 7=

Yes.
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by which he could be compelled to send money %o his k
wife =0 a8 to give her a better living ?- He should be
paid better wages.

Then he would buy more beer ?- (Molopa): If he
hadbetter wagee 1t could be zeen to by the Native Affairs
Department that part of his money were paid to the Tative
Affairs Department and then sent to his wife.

THE CHAIRMAN: ZLou think some money should be kept
back to be sent to the wife end them he will not get con-
fused ?- That is S0, (Thema): +f he gets more money
there will not be more beer sold.

MR, VAN NIEXERK: You z0 out from the idea that
beer ié drink because beer is sold . Is not mx beer made
because people want it ?- I say that the reason why
these natives drink is because they want it.

If a man earns more momey do yoa think he will not
drink beer ?- Oh yes, he will still drink beer.

When he gets more momey he will drink more beer 7=
Uf course, there iz a huge profit on beer today.

Do you think this beer drinking in the towns is
about the worst evil that the natives have %o contend with
?= 1 Go not think so.

Don't you think it is an evil? Do you think it is
bad for the natives that thie sellins of beer is going on
?- Yes, it 18 bad.

You think it should be under frestricted control ?7-
My contention is that beer drinking vannot be ctopped and
the best thing is to allow them to have consumption at
hoge to satisfy themsélves.

But do you want us to stop people from buying beer
= If it le made only for home consumption people will
not buy it.

The selling should be =topped ?- Yes,
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MR, LUCAS: And 1t would be chesper then,

because

people would not have to risk paying a fine 7= That is

You sald that beer war manufsctared because of the

low wages . Do you think if wages were higher th
not make beer ?- (Molopa): I think there would

ey would
be less

beer made. Many people are simply compelled to muke Dbeer

today so as to sell it,

You say that begause the wages are 80 low the women
have to make beer so that they may sell it %0 make momey ?-

Yes.
Is 1t your argument that If the wages were

higher

the men would not want their wives fo sell beer ?= lany
of the wives would stop it. If thekx wages of the

husband were higher they would scon stop, beesuse

mmny

of the husbands do not want their wives to brew Leer,
and it ke only because of the egonomic pressare that they

make beer.

You say that some wives take inx washing 7- Yes.
And they can only meke 10/~ per month ?- That is so.
That is very little. How muck does s woman gzet

for dolng all the washing for a Buropean house ?-
varies sgeording %o the bundle. If the bandle is

1t
big

enough it rans to 10/-. but If 1t is a swall bundle it

oes from 3/- to gixx 5/-, and to 7/6d.

ind these women have to supply thelr own soap 7=

Yes, sometimes.
Sometimes they get the soap thrown im ?7-
This 10/- is for the whole month ?- Yes.
They got & big bundle for the whole month
How often do they take it ?- About twige

Yes.

"- !..o

n week,

They take the washing every Monday and send it bagck on the

Friday snd they are peid at the end of the month.
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THE CHATRMAN: Do they take 2 week to do a
family's washing 7- Yes, they take it home, Scme days
for washing and some dags for lroning.

And they get 10/- for washing snd ironing ?- Yes.

MR, LUCAS: Do they do their washing in thelr own
homes ?- Some of them. 1 am speaking chiefly of those
who do 1t in their own homes.

And some do 1t at the houses of the Haropeans 7-
fes.

MR. LE ROUX VAN NISKSRK;: What do they get in
those cames ?= They get a little less, becmuse they are
given dinner and breakfast. And perhaps they gey a
few trllh' of bread for their children, s¢c they are

paid a little less money.

Is that » general price pald for washing here -
10/~ for the whole house ?- That is the average, some
(ret mAre thea 10/-.

How do you strike the average 7- Some got up %o
41, and others get £1.10.0. But I think the average is
10/=.

Mi., LUCAS: TWhen the work is done at the Luropean
house, what happers to the family while the mother is
awyy ?- The children run sheut the streeis unaitended.

Are there any cases like thut in the locstion here
7= Yes.

How long has this location been in existence?-

1 do not knows I found it im existence when 1 came here
in 1924, (thema): It was in existence before the Hoer
ar.

ire many of the children left to run about inatten-
ded ?- (Molopa): Yes.

Have you been able to form any idea a® ‘o what
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happens to the ehildrea who run about unsttended 7= How
fhey grow up 7= I remomber sowe time sgo there was a
seneral complaint about the ghildren runnins sbout l.ose,
and 1t was sald that something should be dome. It was
said that the only thing that could be done was %o have
someone looking after them during the sbsence of the par-
ente.

mmuumu No, exsept in resmrd to
those who go to sehoel.

Yow you told us akx good deal about the Peguliar
Group. What happens to the wives snd families in the
tribes that are deserted 7~ (Thema): Aseording to the
native gustom they are married by the brothers or the
cousins,

It takes a long time before they know that they
sre deserted?- Yes, but even if s man has gone for a long
time, sgoording to mative gustom the brother during the
absence of the man has the right to cohabit with the wife.

Now in the town leocation here, is there any srrange=
ment fur recreation ?- It is ge% done by us. But we
have tesnis, ericket and football.

And the Advisory Council that 1s there, does that
deal with that question? Does Lt see that things are
properly arranged 7= We have asked the NHunlicipality te
arr-nge some ground for us, dbut we have not yet had a
reply.

MR. LE ROUX VAN NIBKERK: Have you any knowledse
se r-gerds wages in other towns, Sowns of a similar size
as Pletersburg, or Middleburg, or P.P.Rust in the Trans-
vaal? How do the wages here compare with those towns ?7-
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P.P.Rust is about the same as this. The average wage is
about £2.

MR. LUCAS: That is without food ?- Yes, that i=
without food.

What would be the general wage of the native here
in Pietersburg? What would the most of them get-?- There
are many natives here who are gzetting £1.10.0. with food.

And house-boys ?- Ihey are getting £2; some get
£1 and come £2,with food.

THE CHATRMAN: And the boys in the shops ?- They are
a little better paid,£2 % £3.

Without food ?7- Yes.

And in the factories, the cold storage ?- They
would get that too, Erom £2 to 2£3.

Without food ?- Yes, without food.

DR. FOURIE: I oould mnot understand from you what
the detribalised native is. 1 am afraid you are a little
bit confused about it. Are you a detribelised native 7-
Yes, 1 am & detribalised native.

You have broken with the tribsl religzion ?- Yes.

ind you have brokem with trilel rites ?- Yes.

You have broken with th. trival customs ?- Yes.

And have you also Lroken with the tribal authority ?-
Yes.

THE CHAIRNAN: But you would obey your chief if yoa
got certain orders ?- Well, I have brokea with that so far
as the chiefs are comcerned, The only authority is the

“ative Affairs Department. I do not knmow what you mean
by authority. I would not obey & levy from the chief.

But you would obey an order from the Chief tc come
and see him ?- Yes.

But you would not acknowledge am order whieh would
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affeot your status ?- No, that ls sc, I would not.

MR, LE ROUL VAN NIZKERK: When the chlef calls
you to see him you will go back = But you would go
to him because you think that he misht want you %o do &
service for your people 7- Yes, that ls ®mo.

Or do you think that it would be & command whieh
mast be obeyed 7~ I would go there Vlegause | would
think it i3 & command.

S50 you admit that he can gommand you ¥~ Well,

I wuld go and see what he wanted.

So you would obey his aathority 7= In that

respect, yes.

THE COMMISSION AWNOURNED AT 6.30 pem.,
%o meet agoln at WIVELSKL OF, on
FRIDAY, the 8th AUGUST, 1930, at 10 a.m.
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br. J.E. ¥ (Chairman)
Najor Anderson. "‘ﬁ:. le doux ven Biekerk.
Mr. FodoW. lusas, X.C. Dr. AsWi. Roberts,
Hr. A.M, Nostert. Dr. H.CoM. Fourle,

Mr, C. Faye M’-

THL CHALRXMAR: TYou are a Jub-Native Commissioner 7=
L am issistant Fative Commissioner at Leydsdorp.

#illyou give us your general impressions about the
arees firet 7= 1% is very difficult for me to make a state-

ment to you. I would rather snswer questions to the best
of my sbility. I have gome here quite unprepered. 1 aid |
not know what evidenge I had %9 sive here,or anything.
S0 far us knowing the Northern Transvaal is eongr-rmed, 1
think I know that pretty well. I was bora and bred here,
and 1 am still here. ‘

Let us take the native sgricaltaral system; the

B R SN e p—

way the matives work thelr lande here. Has that shown any
tendency towards lmprovement Quring that time ?- Very
little.

Do they use ploughs 7=  Yes.

Invariably ?- I think you will find practically
70 per eent of them use ploughe, dbut belns short of

draught animals, and so on, they do not set Sheir pliuchs
deep enoushyxmkxhxx o0 break the negessary moll, with the
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result that year after year they just cultivate the top sell,
_ And tie remaining 30 per ceat, how Qo they bresk
the soll 7= Just by using kaffir pioks.

Do they use the shop srtiele here, or do they use
those of native manufacture ?- Those of Huropean manufac-
ture. | '

How deep do they plough 7~ Well, I should not thimk
more than ebout two inches,

Is there any tendency to arrasge thelr holdings in
regular order, or do they seatter them sbout the cougtryside
?- No, the native hmn/: the ground 4s sllcotted to
him sticks %o i%.

The cultivation that is allotted; d&o they make 1%
in square acres ?- He loes not measure off how much he can
sultivate, A plece of ground is peinted out %0 him and that
he uses; it is his.

R, POURIE: It ie not in one blook ?= No.

THE CBAISNAN: Do they pick up the stumpe f= I am

afrald they do not.

Do they a2llow the bashes %o stay in the sround 7-
Yesn, to s certaln extent they 4o now. They have regently
burned the trees, but it is by no means what you canm call
stamping. i
Do they allow the bushes to spriny up promiscucusly
in the lands 7= Nore or less.

What crops do they grow ?- Princlipally meslles.
Where I am, they zo in for a lot of luja, and kaffir corn.

What is luja 7= Haffir co:'m.

No other cropes 7= I am afrald not - well, kaffir
beans snd monkey nuts, but their principal erop - what they
all rely on, is mealies.

Do they have here what they call iIn some partis -
the tops of various veégetable plants whieh they boll up inte
a spinach ?- They might do that, vat 1% la mot epecially





