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has developed from the pick, whieh is not used now,
expept in the gardens or in pleking in the seed.

They all use ploushs. The ykigx plou-hs are very ex-
Yensively used, but there is no attempt made to stump.
They barn off and they =imply cut off the branches of
the treee and they pesck them up together and set them
on fire. Taturally, in the gourse of time you have a
fairly level surfage, but the stumps are always under-
neath amnd ploughing beeoming useless, althoush as I have
said ploushs are used.

MR, VAN NIER:RK: They use & light ploush do they
not 7= Yes.

HR,LUCAS: I1s mot that beemuse it is cheaper X2 ?7-
Yes, and it is easier to handle. Invariably it is &he
little girls and boys who do ¥ the ploughing.

Iz that begause the men are away ?- Yes, to a
large extent that is so. The little chaps are supposed
to be able to do it Just as well, seeing that the oxzen
really do the work and they walk behind them .

THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kirstem mentiomed instances
which he had seen - instanges of natives memuring; are
they exceptionel ?- Yes, I should say that they are very
exceptional.

MR, IE ROUX VAN BIEKIRKE: Do they zo in for any ro-
tation in grops 7%~ They do mt go in for any actual
rotation, but I think that probably through years of
experience and through traditiom they plant mealies and
kaffir beans together, and that probably keepe the
fields going longer than would otherwise be the case,

THE CHAIRMAN: They plant the two im the same
year in the same erop ¥= Yes. I do not think that
they really kmow the reason for it, but probably it is

traditional.
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Di. ROBERTS: What conditions of contract have
your tenants got with you ?= It is an anmual contract -
1% ie renewsble annually on payment of rent.

You ean dismiss them at the end of the year 7-
Well, the tenancy terminates on the 30th of June.

It is made that im order %o sult the annual crop.

You do not think that this tenancy system would
naturally prevent them from bettering themselves and
from improving ?- No, becsuse they have no reesom to
suppose that they will be remvved from that ground.

But they have no reason to suppose that they will
stay 7= I sgree with Nr., Kirstea that the native is
very fond of his own home., I do not think that they
consider that they are in any way prevented from better-

ing themselves under present conditlions.

MR, VAN NIEKERK: Now in twenty years have you
chased off any ?- |[Hardly amy. The only reacon why
they are ever chased is when they do net pay their
rent. The native knows that 0 loug as he pays he is
safe, and genmerally speaking he pays.

THE CHAIRMAN: Do you experienge any diffieulty
in the colleetion or you rents ?- No, none.

Do they come in to pay thelr rents 7= Vo, I have
to chase them.

You have %o chase them - do you have to apply
three or four times for your momey 7~ [ X would not say
that - you have Ih make two or three calls, but generally
ppeaking they are very reasonable and they pay rescona-
bly.

Are the natives more or less dependent on agricul-
ture now than they used %o be 7- It is difficult to say.
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I should say they are less dependent than they used %o
be.

Have you any resson to zive for that ?- 1 should
say that the opehing up of communications is responsi-
ble. The whole of the dimtrict ls opemed up mow and
there are roads leading everywhere. The railway is
nearer by.

X In the conditions of the past were they faced
with such difficulties as shortage of grain 7- Yes.
In 1896 there was a very serious shortage; in that
year we had rinderpest, locusts, amd 2 partisl drought.
Crops were a complete failure. The whole of Zast
Afriea and the whole of Portuguese Last Afriga had
famine conditions, and the same applies to the greater
part of the low country here. The Sovernment had to
supply grain, Argentine grain, which was sent from
Pretoria by mule waggon. The pesition was very serious
and oxen ¢ould not travel on sgcount of the rinderpest,

which was ravaging these areas. There was no grazing
on the roads for the mules owing %o the drought, eo
they had to carry their own foed. Grain wes dietri-
buted among those people, while other people again sold
to the natives at 1 thihk 4/10d4. per bag, but I have it
on good authority that in many areas the natives had to
pay 210 per bvag for grain, which meant & 1/- per 1b,

How did they get the money to pay for that ?-
They either had %o find it or starve.

How could they find 1% ?- Well they pald through
barter ,and then they bought in a shilling's worth.
Nany of these peopls ured % go out to work im those
days, but you know the neture of the unative - when there
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was starvation at home they came back to die with their
families.

They came back to die rether than live and have
food elsewhere ?- Yes, rather than have thelr families
suffering. Them again later on there was a big ssareitly
but I do mot remember particulars of that. ! can tell
you gentlemen that im 1896 1t was a common ococurrence o
find a dead native - a man who had starved along the
road.

MAJOR ANDERSON; 1t has no$ happened since then,
has it 7= No, it has not happened sinee the Anslo-Boer
war, although things have been very scarce here, but
we have the rallways, and it was possible to rush up
food, and things were mot so bad.

Mi, LUCAS: When you say that natives are not so
dependant on agriculture now as formerly, you mean 1f
there is a famine you ean rush food up 7= Yes, that is
s0. |

But there is another aspect, do the matives pro-
duee nothing else expept agricultural products ?- Well,
they produce stock of course.

That 18 an agrieultural product - snything else 7=
lo.

S0 for their own meintensnce they are still as
dependgnt on agricalture as they were formerly 7- Yes,
but not to the same extent as formerly, begause prices
never raled s¢ low. The price of transport nowadays
is moderate as compared with what it used to be in the
olden days.

Dil. ROBERTS; Do yod find the natives borrowing
much in your part of the country; do they Lorrow much
from traders and others 7= No, I do not think so.
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THE CHALAMAN: Do they buy on eredit from traders -
do traders give them credit P~ I could not say - I
hardly think so. Probably in exeeptional cases they
would.

Generally it is & case of barter ?- Yes, barter
or gash, but I do not think there is much eredit given.

Are you conversant with the sondltious of contract
between farmers end their natives on the farms I- Yes,
I am conversant with these conditions im & general way.
Contregts are almost lavariably three-months' contragts.
But the contracts are not always registered, because
the owner generally kmows his boys and the boys know
t he owner.

The three-months' comntract is s general thing

throughout the dlstriet 7= Yes,

You do not find natives working lomger than
three monthe and being given additlonsl perquisites for
that 7= No. Of course that may happen ocescionally,
but I do not think it is a general rule. CGCenerally
the farmer gets the three momths' work and then the
boy asks for a pass and goes % look for work.

And afterwards ?- Afterwards he comes dack.

Thet means that the farmers must sometimes have
four times as meny families on his farm as he regulres
for labour 7- Yes, that is so.

Does a considerable portion of the natives remain
after they have wokked their three months ¥ Would you
say that the majority of them g0 out to work for the
remaining alne months?- Yes, all the younger men o,

What age spproximately Go they zo up to ?- Very
1ittle over 45. They go away till sbout 40 snd 45,
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How do the older men sbove 45 make & living 2-
Well, their requiremeants are very small, and then
invariably they have the assistance of their sons,
and in sddition they have a few cattle.

ind presumably lobola applies ?- Yes, thet is ®o.

They set cattle in that way ?- Yes.

Do the older mem work omn the farms to sny extent 7-
Generally they do the soft jJobe., But I may say that
over 45 they would still work on the farms for at
least another %en years.

And what happens after that 7- Well after that
it is perhaps & matter of grass cautting or ocecasionsl
worke | am Salking of the general rale, and generally
alse the women are supposed to work.

MR, MOSTERT: In the area in your charge you have
be tween 60,000 and 70,000 morgea ?- No, I have more.
That is the area ococoupied by catives, but I have numer.us
farme mot ccoupied by natives. I have only referred here
to the native areas. Thers are other farms on whioh
I have no natives residing at all.

And you get about £6,000 im rent from these na-
tives 7- Yes. |

What do you reekon is the value of these farms
per morgen ?- The averace value i® sbout 35/~ to
40/- per morgem.

S0 that you are getting s very poor return for
your money 7- Yes.

MR, LUCAS: What was the price palid per morgeny-
I camot say. You see s lot of these farme were reguired
by uittreksel. They wer: bought forty or fifty years
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ago by the present owners. The original owner d4id not
have the momey to take up the uittreksel and the present
Owners oame along and took them up. I may say that
many of these farme have passed from ome compauny %0
another. You will find many cases where one company
has liquldated and ancther company has come in.

M. LE ROUX VAN NIEKERK: Do you fimd that many
of your natives leave your farms 7- Not mamy; as a
matter of fact many of the natives we have come from
the locations to the farmsy.

THE CHAIAMAN: Do they come from European farms ?-
Yes, they do.

Would you say that many come from Suropean farms 7-
4 falrly large number do.

Under ih' eontract whieh they have, gam the nm-
tives plough as much a8 they waut to ?- Yes, Just as
mugh a8 they want %o.

Are there any restrictions with regard to the
cutting down of trees ¥- They are restricted, but if
they want to make lands then they are not restricted.
For domestie purposes they can use as much as they
want to.

Is there a tendemey %o cut out the trees and

finish them ?- Yes, and it is very difficult to
prevent. We do everything we possibly can to preveant
them cutting down the big trees, dut we cannot do it,
and you find that trees are cut down all over,

It is often sald in rexard to the contract system
that where & man has natives on farms, and even on
your farms, that the contract is %00 much on a loose
footing and that it prevents matives from making pro-
gress . Do you think it would make esny differemce to
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the native in his life if you had given him a year's
contract or a three years' contract ?- 1 do mot think
#o. The only resson why & native msey have %o be moved
from the farm is that the place may be sold to a white
man, who may say to him "I do not want you on the
farm." That would be the only thing to meke a native
nervous. OUtherwise he would have no reason to be afraid
of his contract being cancelled.

Do the natives prefer Sthe hire conditions to the
other conditions ?= Yes, they do. I% may be that
the purchaser of the farm may say "I do not want lhire
natives on my farm, you must work or go".

MR IEROUX VAN NINKERK: YMaar die feit dat "m kaffer op
kontrak is mecn mie dat hy nie beter kem ploeg nie of uobﬂ
ter ken werk nief-- Hee, seker nie.

Is daar skole op u plase?-- Die sendelings mosk worud
ing, nie die elensar van die plaas nie; maar ons neem dit in
corweging en ons laast altyd toe vir 'n leerasr om heeltemaal
vry op "n plaas te woon. In die Lage Veld is dasr 'n half
d,syn skole en daar is altyd leeraars beskikbaar; dit is
buite die sendelings skole.

VOCRSITIER: Die manier waarcp kaffers 'n plass bewerk
is 'n soort van roof boerdery ?--Ja 4i% is so. |

Hul kap die bome uit?--Ja, en wanneer 'n sturx grond -
ultgeput reak neem hul *a ander stuk grond., ’

Het dle Maatskappye oolt op dle kwessie ingegaan of die
inkomste wat hul uit die pleme kry genceg is om hul te kom-
penseer vir die vermindering van waarde?-- Nee, die eienaars
van die land het die omstandighede aangenecem soo®m haul is .
Die kaffers is op die land en hul kan hul nie van die land |
afkry en hul moet die beste maak ven dle omstendigheds. :

Is 41% moontlik dat die wearde van die plass meer is

as die inkomste wat hul dsarult kry?--Dit kan ek nie se nie.
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Dear ies altyd 'a voortdurende verbetering in die waarde van
die landec... maer hul versleg dit.

MENEER MOSTERT: Die land resk uitgeput?-- Ja, die caf-
fers maak dit nie beter nie. hul put die grond ult deur die
manier waarop hul dit gebraik em hul kry nle die beste daar-
uit nie.

Hul verniel die land?--Ju.

Do you know that the natives on the farms are
working better = I camnot say that offhemd. I do
say this - they plough now, but they do not improve their
methods generally. They do net plek anymore, that is so;
they only use the pieks to piek in seed, and they use the
pleks to elean, and they use them for cultivatiom. They
do net use hoes or cultivators.

They do not use cultivators at all ?- Not in these
areas,

THE CHAIRMAN: Oan you tell us which system 1s more
largely used, that of ninety-days' worlk or of two days =2
week? Iunﬂr!‘u‘mh native tenantes on the farms of
Europeans - So far as 1 kmow, the system which ie gen- ]
erally used is that of working ninety days in one streteh.

Is that in vogue more than the two days per week ?-
Yes, the other system is used very little.

Do the farmers find that that system answers, or do !
they find that during reaping seasons they are very short of
labour ?= [ cannot say - there are a few months here when
more labour is required, Many farmers use the women to
clean the lands and to assist them in varlous other ways

during the busy seasons.
The ninety-days' comtract, deoes that ilnclude the

labour which the native himeelf has at his disposal 7 Does

it Ilnclude his sons and his women folk 7- Yes, it includes

e — |
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his family. But there too I believe thet the practice
varies, VWhat I want to say is thie: meny of the
contracts are net registered. fJhere a mnative knows

| hie lul he ls satisfied to go slons and iort for him
according to the custom which generally prevalls in the
area. 1@ women are called upon to come and work in
the kitehen and they work for three mosnthe, but gen-
erally spesking they are only called out to do certain
glasses of work. They sre called out %o cut the grass
and to clean, to hoe and to help during the reaping
season generally.

Looking back over the period you have been here,
can you indicate any particular ghansee in the egonomie
conditlions thet have taken place - gan you indicate
any changes now that have taken place as compared with
forty years ljo!' The plough hes come in, =0 you have
told uss¢ In regard to provision of foed, they are uo
longer dependent absolutely on loesl production., Now,

apart from the introduection of the ploush has there been
any farther progress Iln their cultlvation methods ?-

Yes, I should say that his cattle are Letter secured
againat dlsease.

Nit, LUCAS: That ie a thing which the Eurcpean
has introduced, it 1= not 7= Yes.

Has he better cattle nowasdays, or were hie cattle
Juet a® poor forty years sage ?- o, the cattle are
Just the same. <Ihere is mo attempt made %o improve the
cattle. Ceccarlonally you come aeroes some crose-bred
cattle, but as a rule you may say that the watives do
not like them and do not like a good clase of cattle,
becsuse they are mot so hardy as the serud tiype.

S0 they go in for the hard-bred cattle ?- Yes,



«Z0l=-

Now in the cultivation of their fields, aspart from
the introduction of the ploughs, has there been any
farther progress thet you can epeak of ?- Noj that
I ean speak of, m.

- Have the lands been more wastefully worked latter-
1y than was the case before 7= No, . should say it is
very much the same.

Are the conditions which we see now the result of
umnz. cultivetion 7= | think the old methods still
persist, When the land becomes sterile they leave us
al.ne and simply teke smother plece.

The eutting down of trees, is that in your develop-
ment P- Oh no, that has been golng on for quite a long
time.

At present the position may not be serious, but it
may become & serious problem in the future. LT that
thing has been going on for forty yeare one ecsn say that
it ha® probably goue on for lomger and that belang so
it would probably have become a serious problem before
that. HNow, do you think that it 1& a serious problem
mow, whereas forty years asgo it was not 7-  Well, for-
ty years ago it was not as wasteful as it is nowe !
think one can say that things are more notleeable today
than they were in the past.

But if it had been going on ‘hen surely the bushk
chould not have been so thick, because after all the
natives have been here hundreds and hundreds of years ?7-
No, that is not the point. There haes been & big in-
crease and the natives %today are more coneentrated than
they were in the past, because they have loft the asreas
in which they were to a large extent snd those nress

are today occupied by the whites.
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THE CHAIRUAN:
/There is en increase of population both bluek and

white ¥~ Yes, in these partisular sreas. All the g¢lr-
Gums tances have lod to the comeentrution of fthe natives
in m—-w I have indlcated.

And I presuse there har been an lnerease of stoek
as well ¥~ Yes, that is so undoubtedly.

ind they have more -tock today than they had in
the past ¥= Yes, that is s0.

Mit. LCAS: I take it that the white man has also
been respomsible for s great deal of the destruction
of trees, und s0 oun, which has ,one on 7= Yes. The
white man has done & lot of burniag, but not otherwise,
Of course, near the towms the nstives have brought im
firewcod, and s0 has the white sman, but miles akay
the white man has not dome mmxh that,

TH: CHAIRMAN: The natives do not practiee yrass
burning as part of their method of ferming ?- I shoald
nt say tht.

Do they do it mow P-m They burn patches and they
cultivate them, but they are very often ear-less sbout
the spreading of fires.

The burning of patohes of land in order to get
green flelds, = do they sv in for that ?- No, that is
gurely a white man's methed.

Mi, LE ROUX VAR NIFKERK: The grass has been fed
off very short t- Yes, of recent years with the fn-
erease of stook that le so. OLn certain farms the
neichoours are very reckless in respeet of the number
of cattle they have. They very often over-stoek, and
that is more noticeabdle in the locations than elsewhare.
But that is not 2 matter on whieh I can say much.

Would there be a tendemay for the natives %0 go
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out %o work more than was the case forty years ago 7~
Yes, undcubtedly. Cur natives from here used to go te
woik im (imberley.

Did they gzo out in such large numbers 7- Yes,
they used to 4o outs Towadays too.

You have noticed a change in that 7= Well, they
still go out = probably more than iun the past.

Di. POBERTS: Do you consider that the natives
individually spend more todey thea what the; did forty
years ag 7= Undoubtedly.

You would not venture on saying how much more ?-

I am afrald nots

Well if he spends more he mast be emrning more ?-
Well, he is earning mores

And he 1w better clothes nowadays, i1» he not 7= Yes.

And he L‘ “t‘ltr fed 7= Yes, 1 think he takes
care of that. There !s a very counsistent complaint
among the people at home that the sons go away and that
they eat up all their money - all the money they earn
at work snd that for eigsht or teas years they do not come
back.

S0 that his condition today is betber tusr it wase
forty years ago 7= 4 have no doubt avout that,

Ané edueation is spreading V- Yes.

ind bigger ldear, wider ldeas, are prevalling smong
the natives today. Do you agree with that ?- Yes.

Now, do you thiank that that will go om, or is it
likely to come to an end with progrees ?= That is ALffi-
cult to say. ZThere is a very strong inelination on the
part of ithe natives to maimbtain their old tradltions,
custome and habits. That tendensy is very otruig indeed.

Do you find that 7« Yes.



Do you find that more fuday than it was forty years
ago 7= .t is difficult to make a comparisen, dut it is
very strong. There is & very ntrong underlying tendency
to maintein their own traditionms.

That is nmot so with the younger men, exgcept to =
limited extent 7~ . should not like to commit myself on
that.

MR, MOSPERT: Do you say that he prefers his
native customs ?- Yes.

He prefers hie native krasl 7« He prefers his old
‘home.,

And do you think he feels the lafluence of the tribe

to which he belongs ?- I think so.

And what ie the position in the locations ?- Well
I think the same applies to the locations, but not to the
locations attached to the towns.

NAJOR ANDERSON: Are these farme of yours fully ocecu~
pied by natives, or would you be able to take more natives
on them 7= Some of them are thickly populated while
others have only s few natives,

Do you want more natives om your farms, or are you
refusing to take axy more ¥T- [1 is mno use trying te
refuse them. Say you refuse a man, you later on find him
trespassing in all probability. If a mative wants to go
on to a farm he will sguat there and you cannot tgrh him
off. You cannot use physical foree, and if you turn him
away today, he will be there again next year. For that
reason we take the line of least resictance, and if a mxm
native wante to reside there, he makes the ususl spplica-
tion, or we do it for him, and if 1% is granted he remaing.

Generally speaking, could you take more families
thas you have 7- Yes, we could.
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MR, LE ROUX VAN NIMKURK: Could you give us tn:
figures as regards the numbers of natives who have trekked
on to your farms during the last ten years ?- I could
not give you that off-hand, but im 2 day or two I might
try and 1 could semd you the details.

DR, ROBERTS: Do you not think My, Menne that the
egonomic condltions which are arising in this country
will necessitate his going into the towns, the very fact
of reorulting going on for the services of natives would
indicate that the conditions of the country negessitate
his going into the towns ?- No, 1t only necessitates a
temporary town residemce. | do not see why the clircum-
stances should make him go %o the towns permanently.

But naturally when hegoes to the town there must be
a resid&ium which must always remsin, and that residuum
will slways inerease ?- Yes, and then of course there is
alsc the guestion of his permanent employment.

0f course, there are people whe require $heir boys
to remain with them permanently ?- Yes,

They like them to remain with them in the towns ?7-
Yes, there is that,

MAJOR ANDERSON: Is there any more willingness on
the part of the natives now to sell their cattle for cash
than there was forty years ago 7- Yes, and I think they
would be more willing, too, if they had banking fagili-
ties. I think that would develop. In many cases they do
find that they have too many cattle, bdbut they do not know
what to do with them buam?'mu leck of bakking facili-
ties,

MR, MOOUTERT: What do you mean by "banking faeili-
ties" ?- Some simple method by which ‘he nativex can be
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induced to bank his money.

The banking faeilities are very grest today?-

1 do mot think the native realises it, iy ides is®
that by an extemsion of something like the posrt office
savings bemk or come institution under the Native
Commissioners, gwod effects mizht ve achieved.

TH: CHAIRMAN: Do you think the Yative Commisgeioner
might be an sgent for the Post (ffige Savings Yenk P-1 Shink
so. '

Why 4o you mention the Native Jommissioner T- Well,
I & not mind some other officlals possibly as well.

Is it the confidence in the Commisuionsr which you
think would make him sultable %o play that role 7- Yes,

I think s0s Zhey are in close touch with the natives.
There are natives now, quite & fair namber of them, who
g9 to the Sank, or even more to the Post Office, but 1f
one could induce them %0 make more uee of the Post Uffiece
Savings Bank fagilities, 1t would be s very sood thing.

In regard to this selling of cattle, de they sell %o
satives or to white men 7- lostly to whites.

And is there a good deal of 1t ?= Whenever there is
a demand for cattle, or whenever their eattle are in sood
eonditiom., It is only a certain type whieh they sell.
There is never a sale for cows or for heifers. Those are
only saleables to the matives themselves. Bat they sell to
the white man snything that is mot sultable for Ewsmds
draught purposes or for slaughter.

Why are not gows sultable for the slaughter maritet -
Well, the cows of m patives are generally smsall. The
jmn“‘lt’ about the native femsle cattle is that they
are always small, although the oxen always sppear to be om
the big side.



=207=

MR, LE ROUL VAN NLXEAK: They start breeding very
early 7~ Yes.

And would Shat be the csuse of the cows belng small
T= Yeos, probably it would be. it is & very netlieeadle
Shing among all the setive Sribes Saat the female »togk
are small, although the male steck sre Blg.

THS CMAIR2AN: Ia other words, Shere is Do comtrol
in regard %o the age of breeding 7= That is so.

MR, IE ROUL VAN NIEREERE: Have you had any expere
lence where satives have tried o betier the standard of
their oattle 7= . have often sugeested 1% %0 the astives,
bat it has never led %o anything.

THE OHAIRMAN: is there awy fenclng off of agrioule
taral lands In Shese areas T= Jo, only some old Sast
Conut fever femaes.

1o there nothing that the matives have put up 7= Ne.
I may Bay that the native fenges are slso & gsuse of the
destruction of timbere Whersver thers Lo game about they
eud down the bush and fhey Jut up fenees rousd tdelr
houses. |

MR, LUGAS: Om your lands, are thare any sshools 4
= Yes, thers are Shres sehools.

Are they on thiekly populated farms T- Yes.

Do you know how mauy ohildres thers are sitending
them 7= There are sixty ehildren st one of these sohools.
I happen to know that because as It happens | made an
inguir; the other day.

Is that the largest sohool 7= That probably would be.

Can we take 1% that Shere is me sahooling for wmre
thean 150 children T= ot sotually on the farms.

And i1s there amy sghooling svallable in scosssidle
areas ?- Ho, I am afrald not, beosuse ever these sohools
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are twelve miles apart. They are 12 miles apart and six
miles apart. That is to say the nearest to are six miles
apart and the next school is 12 miles away.

There are just the three 7~ Yes, but there are
miseion schools on the farme in between.

DR, FOURI(E: Wat scort van naturelle het U op die
plase -- ig dit kaffers van verskillende stamme?--Ja: daar
is Shangaanes, Busutos en Navendas.

Kan U se of dasr 'n neiging onder die kaffers bestasn
onm vervreemd te rsak vam die lede van hul ele stam: is daar
party van die jung kaffertjies wat weg trek en noolt terug
kom nie?-- Die Jongetjies loop baje weg.

Die stam lewe breek baje af?--Ja, em ek dent dit le !
Jammer, baje jJammer dat dit so is.

Die meeste wat daar is® erkenm hul kaptein?--Ja, =0 lang
as hul by die huis is.

En as hul van die werk terug tomf--Dan is hul weer
heelmasl mek. (ms hoor van kaffers wat ferugz kom em wat
groot Amalsitas is, msar wanneer hul by die huis is, is hal
heolmaal mek, DN WORD HUL OPGEPAS DEUR DIE ANDERES.

MENEZER “OS1ERT: So wanneer hul terag is van Johannes
dan ies hul mak?-- Ja, heelmsal mak, selfs die man wat beskey
word as 'n kwaai Amalaita.

Denk U dat dit goed sou wees om die Amalalitas na hul
stam terug te stuur?--Daar sou miskien %@ baje van hul wees.
There is just orie other thing I want to say-- there are a
lot of natlves noving on to the farms, but there are alsc a
number moving of'f. '




ICHOLAAS IURING, and
L SSRNARD WILIL" SLFFER
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THE CHAIRMAN: I believe you are the Towm Clerk,
Mr. Elffers, and Mr. During is the Superintendent of
Locations ?- (Mr. Elffers): That is so.

You have an urban location here, which I $hiak
is under the Native Urban Areas Aet ?- (¥r. During):
Yes.,

Could you gzive us say indigatiom of the gonditions
under which the natives live in the location, what they
pay for the stands P~ They are given stands for a
monthly rental of 10/-. They have no leage at all,
and they are there just from month %o month.

Do they bulld their owa houses 7- Yes, but they
have to submit their plane and we pass the plans.

What type of house do they build 7= They ere
built of burnt briek, with iron roof, or phbtohed rcef.
Generally they have four or five rooms and the natives
sublet the rooms to individual tensnts.

The bulk of these houses you say are from four te
five rooms ?7- Yes, those they are bullding now have
four or five rooms.

But surely there are smaller houses as well ?7-
Yes, there are somé smaller ones. R

Are there many smaller ones ?- No, not many.

For building these houses does the Municlpality
make any provision in the way of lending momey to the
natives 7- No.

The natives have to find the money themselves P-
Yes.

And do they do the building themselves ?7- Yes.

That 10/- per month, what service does that
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cover ?- That covers the rent, sanitary services and
water.

How is the water arranged for 7= The water is
1aid on from the town. '

Have they got taps in the location ?~ Yes,
there are taps amt in certaln pomitions in the ldeation.
I believe they have about six taps there.

And light 7- h-. there is mno light there yet,

MR. LUCAS: What is the size of the location ?-
%e have 45 stands, 33 cottages, and 39 rooms.

What is the sigze of a stand 7= 50 x 50, not less
than that, and some are a little bigger.

Mi. LE ROUX VAN NIEKVRK: Where do the natives
get their bullding materisls from ?- They have the

brickfields theres and they make thelr own bricks.

Have they got any place for gardening 7- No.

THE CHAIRMAN: The brickfields are unicipal pro-
perty 7- Yes.

Are they allowed to use as much material as they
want ?- Yes, they pay a licence of 10/- per month.

How long is the ligence for ?- It is a monthly
licence and they can make as many bricke as they like.

They really hire the right to work in these
places ?- Yes.

And how do ﬁu: get the timber which they use for
their houses ?- They have to buy that locally.

What sort of timber is it 7= Well they buy it
here, ordinary timber.

They do mot z0 in for thatched houses 7- No,
they do mot. The Municipality regard it as = failure.



Why ?- Because the thateh gete full of vermin
and we are agtuslly taking it down. Besides those
stands we have a lot of other buildings. The
Municipality built 33 cottazes., These cottages and r oms
belong to the Munielpelity.

And are they let out ?- Yes.

What is the remtal ?= i two-roomed cottese is
£1.10.0. per month, and then we have some seml-detached
ones at £1,5.,0. per month.

What are these cottages built of . ?- They are also
of burnt brick and piteh roof.

Mi. LUCAS: What did they cost the Numleipality to
build ?- They cost asbout £90 eachk. The rent inclades
water and sanitary fees.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIEKERK: #hat is your sanitary
and water rate for the Emropeans ?- (Mr. Elffers):
The sanitary rate is 5/- per pail with a mimimum of
10/- for private houses.

And the water rate ?- That i= om a slldins scale.
The first 2,000 gallone are 5/- per 1,000, and after
that 2/6d. per 1,000 galloms.

MR, LUCAS: That 10/- minimum for the Zuropean
house means o0f coursd x separate pails for each house,
but for the natives mfxmamrss you only put up a place
for general use., It is much eacler and cheaper to build
these places for separste houses ?- (Mr. During): Jome
of these advang-d natives have their own pails.

How many have their own pails 7= I rhould say
about ten.

TH: CHAIRMAN: Can any native at the location get
that by building his own latrine ?- Yes, we do not



not restrigt them, nor do we restrict them in the use
of water.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIEEERKE: What is the average chargze
for water in the town ?- (Mr, Zlffers): The minimum
is 5/= per 1,000 gallons for the first 2,000 gallens.

I think the minimum is 5/- per month. Jome people do
not use the minimum but there are others who use more,.

ER. LUCAS: And there of course they have taps
laid on in each house ?- Yes.

Have any of the natives got tape laid om in their
houses 7~ lNo.

MAJOR ANDERSON: In regard to these houses which
they built themselves, do you put a minmimam value down
as to what such a house must cost 7?- Well, we do not
lay down & minimum value, but . should say the minimgm
would be sbout £150.

MR, LUCAS: Bat the Munieipality has built at
.&00 ?- Yes, but the houses which the Munielipality have
built are not as big.

Are you only getting a type of native %o build
there who cen afford to put a £150 house or more? Are
you not getting any of the poorer natives %o put up a
house there ?- Oh yes, we are getting them too.

Well, what sort of houses do they put up ?- Ae
a matter of fact they mostly zo im for renting a room.

£1.10.0. is a very high rent for = native to pay
out of the wages which he gets here 7- Yes, it unm-
doubtedly is. ¢

MAJOR ANDERON: How are these 21050 houses finamced
?= 1 do not know where they get the money from, but they
put up very decent houses.
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MR, MOSTERT: What is the number of natives in
the location P~ The census for this month is 779.
That ie, 139 men, 156 women, and 484 ghildren.

These men in the location, are they all married
7- Yes, a very biz majority.

Is there much beer making going on 7- Yes.

But that is ageinst the law is 1% not ?- Yos,
and we make railds ocecasionally.

And are any srrestes made ?- Oh yes.

In other words, it is a menace to the place ?-

Yes, it is.
CHATRMAN: Why do you think this beer brewing

goes on ?- Iy opinion is that they cannot afford to
pay the rent and they have to make something on %top
of what they earn. Their wages are very small.

But thkx somebody else has to pay for the beer.
Who pays for the beer ?- A 1ot of natives come in
from outside the town.

You mean, natives whe live on the premises of
their employers ?-  Yes. -

And they go to the location because they can
buy beer there ?- Yes.

MR, LUCAS: And beer is brewed because the wages
are 80 low that they have to amgment thelr earnings
somehow 7= That is a big reason,

MR. MOSTER?: Yo you find invariably that a
boy living in the location with his wife makes beer
=== with few exceptions of course ?- It is generally
the single woman who does the beer making.

Hot the married women ?- No.

What do these single women do ?- They generally
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take in washing in the town. They work im towm.

THE CHAIMMAN: Are these single women the daugh-
tere of men living in the location, or de they come from
outside 7- No, they live there.

Nom, but what I want to know ls this: are they
the Aaushters of location residents; do their fathers
live there ?- Not all of them.

|

Are they women who come in from the raral locatlons !

and hire rooms there 7= Yes.

Have you a number of these ?- Oh yes, we have
quite a number.

And they work im town 7- Yes.

What sort of work do they do ?- Genmerally they do
housework and washing.

The domestic servant, the predominant domestic
servant, is the male 7= Yes, the piceanin, but the
women 4o the washing amd ironing, snd other housework
ag well.

Di, ROBERTS: And they do the nursing, %oo, do
they not ?- No, not much. The plocanine d0 the nurs-
ing.

THE CHAIRMAN: BNursing the children 7= Yee.

Taking the baby out in the pram ?7- Yes, you
generally find the pleceanin doing that.

Have you many prostitutes in the towm location?--
That ie hard to esay; there are not many illegitimate chil-

dren borm; there is a certain amount of 1% goimg on but you

cammot stop Lt.
Do you find a tendency on the part of natives to come
to you location from the rural areas In excess of the
lltll.l of the town?-- Yes. Especially women.
More than you want here ?--_ uite.
How do these women make & living?--Brewfing beer and

'l
|
|
|
|
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the general oecupation is washing.

In excess of the needs of the town ?- Yes. There
are many more than we need here.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIBK RK: ZSon't you limit these
women coming here - It is hard to do that, 1f they
have an occupation you canmot stop them. I;Y

MR. LUCAS: Can you tell us why they come here ?-
I think mostly for the purpose of brewins beer. They
make a lot of money out of that.

THE CHAIRMAN: Are any of the stands in the Xunicipal
Iocation held by matives in private ownership ?- No,
none .

Is there any tendency for natives to congremte
on areas® outside the urban area, immediately outside ?7-
They are trylng o buy some properties just outside the
town now. There is an old township there which they are
trying to buy.

Is that in & proclaimed township ?- Yes.

And there is nothing to stop that 7= No, I do not
think there is.

Would not that be a rural area in which natives
caunot buy land Y= [t ile part of the Mumicipal area;
1% is a derelict township on the outskirts of our urea.

Ie that under your Jurisdiction ?- Yes.

The proclamation of Pletersburg under the Urbar
Areas Act, does not that prevent 1t ?- TNo it does not
stop 1t at all. There is nothing in the Urban Aress
Act to prevent natives from buylng land in the urban
area. The Natives Land Act does not apply either.

DR. ROBERTS: Are you sure of that ?- Yes, I can
refer you to segction 8 of the Natives Land Act. The

Urban Areas Act does not prevent a mative from buyine land
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within the Mumieipality. (Mr. During): We have taken
legal opinion on that and that is the pesition.

Wik, HOSTERT: You say that the native builds his
own house in the location. He has to buy the bricks and
build the house himself. Uo you mind telling me what
happens to that house is he goes away ?- lHe can sublet
it or sell it. .

But in case he dies ?- If he dles it goes to
his estate. The only danger is that the Council may
perhaps do away with the location.

MR. LUCAS: <o there ie a defegt in his title 7-
Yes, and they realise it. As o« matter of fact they
made application for a lease, but the Native Affairs
Department has consistently turned it down.

It is a very serious position for the native who
pute up his house there ?- Yes, they quite realise it
and they have made application to the Native Affairs
Jepartment, but they always turned it down. ZThe argu-
ment of the Sative Affairs Department is that it would
encourage natives to come to town.

f Have you not got the power withoutthe Native
/ffairse Department to give title to that manm ?- No,
we have %o refer the matter to the Minister of Natlive
Affairs.

This is land belonging to the Municipality ?- Yes.

How far is the location frum the towm ?- it is
Just about a mile from here.

THE CHAIRMAN: I understand, in regard to the
Hative Urban Areas Act,that under certain sections

you can procleim certain areas as areas in which natives



may not live, and that Pietersbmrg has not been so pro-
claimed ?- No, thet is seo.

Has your Municipality taken auny steps im that
matter = (Mr. Elffers): Yes, we have. We have been
working on this for the last four or five years, and we
have had permission to maintaim our logation, but the
Council tried to get for the native some security to
tenure of ground in the locations on which the natives
had built their houses. They were unfortaunate in not
being able to get the consent of the Native Affairs
Department. it has been pointed out that at present
the natives have no right of tenure at all. They have
built their houses, and iIf they are kicked out tomorrow
they would lose their property without any recourse to
law, The Council approached the Native Affairs
Uepartment and saggested in the first lastance that we
should be allowed to lease the sites fuor a perlod of
twenty years to the natives. That was sabmitted to
the Department and after some delay it was turned down.
Then we suggested that we should be allowed to let to
them on a ten years' lease. They also turned that down.
Then we sald five years, and again they wrote saying
that they should not entertain the suggestion. Yow
the natives are beginning to buy in their own un} :ho
derelict township, and now the matter is belng revived
azain, but the Council hes not come to any actual decision.
We are certifying this extension to the location and the
cutting ap into standse.

Do you know on what ground the objection to giving
them tenure In the location is based 7- | have no idea.
Their official letter in the last instance was that they
regre t'ed they could not entertalin our susgestion without

e o i
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glvin: any reason at all. Bat 1 understand from
Nr. Wheelwright, the Native Commissioner, that the
Department is afrald of encouraging the detribslisa-
tion of natives and of getting a very large location
here in the course of time.

Mi. MOSTERT: Do you live in the locatiom ?7-

(¥r. During): I do mot live in the loecation, but I
live close to it - about 300 yards from it.

And you kmow what is golng on there 7= Yes.

MR, LWCAS: They have an mdvisory council ?- Yes.

How ie 1t elected or appointed ?- It is elected.
The residents elect three members snd the Sunlelipality
elect three, _

S0 1t consists of six members altugether 7- Yes.

And what powers hss it got ?- It has no powers at
all; 1% 1i» purely advisory.

Does the Council somsult it ?- (Mr. Elffers):
¥%e submit all regulstions and regommendations with
reference to the location to the Committee for 1its
opinion.

4nd do you find it helpful ?- We have not had
any case in point singe I have been here.

MR, VAN NIEKERK: Under the Urbam Areas Act you
have to give an sccount of your rebenus and expendl tu‘:o
from the location to the Goveranmemt ?7- Yes,

ind you have to spend any sarplus which you have
on the location 7= Yes.

Have you got a surplus ?- There is an asccumulsted
surplas, but 1t is graduslly disappearing. At the
beginning of the last finsnciasl year, the lst of June, ‘
1929, 1t was approximately £125, but our estimated deficit
this year is £114, which of course will reduce it.



MR, LUCAS: What is the deficit due to ?- In
the prinelpal instanes to extraordinary expenditure in
the shape of alterations to the roofs of these cottages.
#e are changing over the roofs te iron roofs, and further-
more weé have dome a certaim smount of drainage. Our
approxinate ordinary expenditure for the year was
£1123, and our income was XXXR¥RBx £1173, which gives us
a surplus on the ordinary working of £50. The altera-
tions to the roofs was 2133, and £33 on drainage.

MR, LUCAS: In that £1123 how much is allowed for
water ?7- £181.

MR, VAN NIEKERK: What do you base your water
charges on ?- (Mr. During): They have s metée in
the location. (Mr. Elffers): 1t is approximately
33) per 1,000 gallons.

MR, LUCAS: Do the natives know that their water
is metered ?- (Mr. During): Yes, they know where the
meter is.

I was thinking of the gquestion of preventing
waste 7- 1 do mot think there is mueh in it.

MR, MOSTERT: 1Is the pipe leffk opem ?- Ve do
not restrict them.

CHAIRMAN: Do they allow the water %o rum %o

waste 7- TFo.
With how much do you eredit the Councll for interest
on the capital expenditure on the location; what is
the rate ?- (¥= Mr., Elffers): We did all this
expendlture mostly out of revenme. Ve have not ad-
vanced any losns to the location as such. There is
only one loan, and that is for these houses.
Yes, but this from munielpal expendi ture ?- Yes.
How have you charged it 7= 1t is charged smt—gf
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at the same rate as we pay to the Provincial people.
It is a 5 per cent housins loan.

And you debit the location with the service of that
loan ?- They pay interest and redemption om the capital
account.

Do you charge them for administration ?- Yes, '
administration £5 per month, and & proportiom of lﬁ.
During'e salary, £240 per year.

M., LUCAS: Do you allow anythimg for maintenance
and repairs ?- Yes. We spent approximately £60 and
we allowed for £90.

Di. ROBERTS: How many items have you got there
on your EStimates 7~ Jshall real them out to you.

Admini stration charges, 260. 0. O.
Salaries, 240, 0. 0.
Native wages, 146. 0. 0.
Sani tation, 123. 0. 0.
nml m. 0. 0.
Materials, repairs, eto.
(sundries), » g 60. 0. 0.
Interest and Redemption
Housing Lcan, 288. 0. 0.
Grant to Child Welfare
‘M| “o 9.- e
TOTAL: £1123, 0.0, -
Alterations to m' £131. 0. 0.
Drainage, 33. 0. 0.

1 take it that a number of these natives are
working in the town ?- They are mostly employed in
town, but the boys employed by the Sunicipality I believe
mostly reside in the Municipal Compound.

(M, DURING:): There are about half a dozen in the
location.

MR. LE ROUX VAN NIRKERK: Do the Provineial
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Aathorities check your Estimates?- Yes, we huve to
send to the Frovingial Authorities for approval, and
we have to send a copy of the Aecounts, which I take
it they compare with the . .stimstes.

And do not they do auy scditing r- Yes, these
agcountis are subject to Goverammen! audit.

The Government Auditor will worry Lif you charge
the natives too much ?-= Yes, %% he lo sometimes guite
concerned sbout it.

THY CHAIIAN: That £25 to the Child Welfare
Clinle: what Is that?-= It i & clinle run by Bishop
Fuller, of ﬁo inglish Churche They have a nurse.

This re-roofing is done out of profites 7= Yes,
out of the acoumulsted surplas.

Mit, LUCAS: Is there any refuse removal service 7=
Yes.

Is that included in the 10/= 7= Yes.

Di, ROBERTS: Would you welc.me an officlel for
the whole of the Iransvasl %o come round and check these

segounts and generally have supervision ¥- (kr. Kiffers):
In what way would that hhlp? Do you mean to may, to see

whether we are not doing them down, or anmythin: likxe
that =

No, cer'sidgnot. The Urban Areas Ast does permit
of that, Lt provides for ome officer, a Chief Inepectior
of Native Accounts 7= It would meke absolutely ne dif-
ference %o us. These accountie are pansed by the Counclil
and they are audited by the logal Jovernment Aaditor.

1t would be testimony of your honesty ?- Yes, I
suppose 80.

Bi. LUgLi®: Does the idvismory Councll have regular

meetlings ¢= (Mr. During): They meet ouge & wonth.
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And what sort of subjects do they dissues ?= Ic:e
- the last meeting, what happened there ?- At the last
meeting one itemx was that they should ;et a monthly
statement of thelr affsirs, aad they wanted some fenelus
done.

Are there any questions of genersl adainistration
of the location which Hl‘l been raised by the Adviscry
Counclil In the liet year 7= lo.

Mi. LE ROUK VAN NIRKERK: ABe the natives in the
location allowed to have cattle 7- Yes.

ind do they run on the commonage 7= They pay
grazing. !'h; are allowed six hes! of cattle free and
thereoafter they jay 64. per head for the surplus.

And have they got a falr amount of stuex 7- ‘o,
they have not got too much.

-THE CHAYIMAN: You are distriet surgeon of Pleters-
burg ?- Yes, Il bhave been hers for J) years.
We would like you to give the Commimsion en indica=

tion of the gensrsl state of health of the natives in
the distriet and the prevalesce of ilsease ?- Yes,

I can glve you some idea of that. A little while ago
some ladies came out here from Zngland. They were
interested in helping the satives and they started a
elinic here im the Mative Iocation , in the town loceation,
and they ale went out to Malitsiland, which is fifteen
miles out. Phat is in the location w»ith about 30,000
natives. 1 have bteen golng out there weskly for the last
1l monthse. We started this glinie last September
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and the average attendance has been 64 sach time. I took
figures over 21 visits during the last eix monthe. Uf
that attendancesx of over 60, 38 were for diseases not
syphillitie. The other 28 were all syphyillitie. I
think that is about the proportion. For five years I have
been rynming a elinic at Mphlau's Location, That is 40
miles out. There they do not attend so well. The
place is not 80 well situated. It is on a farm whigh
they bought, but the proportion of syphillis to the

other diseases is about the same I think. The native

has very little cattle, with the result that he has no
milke TFor ten months in the year the natives never

see milk. They are always so poor,or Jjust recovering
from poverty, that they never have anything. We run
this elinic at Maliteiland free of charge, and all they
have to do is %o pay for the medicine. We charge them
very little, 1/- for a 12 oz. bottle, or something of
that sort. 1 have nothing to do with the finance, but I
know that they are guite unable to pay any more. 1 have
qulte & number of people both in the loeation, here and
outside, women whose husiands are away, and they sre stran-
ded. Either they are quite cut away from their husbands
or they hardly ever see them, and when they get sick
there i=s no one $o send. I had a very bad gase of
that kind in Malitsiland the other day. It was a casge
of child birth and there was no-one to send. All the men
were away, and the woman was in a terrible state, and she
died. I have had several cases like that, of women
being quite ecut off from their men. These women are
alone, either temporarily, or the husbands have left them
altogether. ! large proportion of the syphillities
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are congenital. A very big proportion is, and as a
rule they come in for treatment, and they come in quite
willingly. They have a grest belisf in the injeetion
treatment, but the great difficulty ies to get them to
¢ome in regularly snd to be treated rezulsrly. You get
them once or perhaps tweice, and some I have had who
have come in for as many as seven m}oﬁim. but once
they have gone nway I do not know what becomes of them.
You see them latier on with their noses and their throats
destroyed. There is no regular system. 1 may say
that the Goverament has no system of attendanges, and

I have reslly taken on this work on my own.

This proportion of 40 to 25, do you think that
eould be influenced by a poseible greater willingness on
the part of the native in syphlllitic cases to come in
?- Yes, I granft you that he is on the look out for it.
Sometimes 1 dififfer from them. They say it ies syphillis
and I do not sgree with them. It is g0 common among
them that they anre not very often wrong.

They are nfraid of 1%, and they go and look for
medical sttention as soon as they suspect that they have
it 7= Yes.

Now these other forty cases, what dlseame predomin-
ates 7- All kinds of things, uleers, ear trouble, toensils,
a certain amount of malaria, and so on. We do get a
certain amount of malaria at particular times of the
year round here. Sometimes they get bad sttacke, and
bad epidemics, but they may go on for years and not et

much.
DR$ ROBERTS: And taberculosis ?- Of course it is

more of & chronic type here in the men, but occasionally
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they gzet them acute. You get lots of tubercular glands in
children, but it does not seem to be such an acute disease
as what we call repid consumption in Buropeans., It is compara-
tively rare, but there are lots of cases of tubercular glands:
you also gome across & lot of bone disease and diseases of the
Joints and things like that.

MR.LUCAS: Have you got any records showing the mortallty
among the children?--There is, of course, no registration (;f
deaths gmong the natives. The only registration of deaths for
natives is in the towns. In the location they ga:not get buried
unless death has been registered, and the result is that the only
figures I have are in respect of the towns. The last 12 months,
from July lst to June 30th, within the munigipal area-- that is
sccording to the last census of the population ---showed a popu-
lation figure of 3296, There were 29 registere: native deathse.

When I make wup my returns I exclude all natives who are not
in residence. So these figures are actusl figures of residents,
of people who are actually working in town or the logation. As
1 have said there were 29 native deaths, which worked out at
about 10 per 1,000, and under one year there were fifteen
out of the 29. The figure of the native deaths was about
10 per 1,000, roughly speaking.

You have no record of the number of births ?- No,
we have no registration of native births whatever. We started
the clinie in the location because of the death rate among
the children.

When was the cliniec started in the location ?- Just
about & year ago. We have s native naree there. I do not
know where these ladies get the momey from, but they pay
for the nurse and everythi=ag, This nurse ies & trained native
nurse and Xk she lives in the location and they have munaged to
put up & maternity ward there as well. T™hat ie partly for the
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natives in the location and =lwo beczuse guite a number
of native women, who have had trouble, come into town.
There is no plage for them where they can be put up.
And we help them in that way.

Are you ealled apon-h attend to maternlty osces in
the location ?- Well, only if they are im difficulty.

CHAL{MAN: L& there any tendency for women in
the location to go back to their krassl after their con-
finement ?- I do not think so. Nowt of the natives in
the locations are fairly resident ‘here.

HR, MOSTERT: What is the death rate among the
white population P= I d1d not bring thess figures with
me, but it is about & to 8 per 1,000. In town the
rate is from 6 to 5.

That ie for the town and distriet ?7- Yesn, that
is for the town and distriet.

How many of these would be malsria osses 7- In
the town there were nomne, but im the distriets I think
there were eleven malaria deaths.

What is the percentage; would you be able to give
ue that ?- Yes, I will be able to look it up, bdat I
have not got it here, .

How, taking 1t at ¢ to 8 in town, that is for
Europeans, would you be able to give us the ratio of
malaria ?- No, I have not got that here bdut I will
look it up.

would the death rate from malaria be heeavy 7- No.
The population of the whole district is sbout 12,000, and
1 should say it would be about 1 per 1,000 from malsria.

DR. ROBERTZ: You give the deaths am 29 for the
natives here. Do you attribute that rather low death
rate for natives tu the faset that they are mostly youns
people in the location ?- Yee, of course, they are all
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young comparatively speaking; we have no aged natives
here,

And therefore it ie not guite a fair test of what
the whole of the death rate would be - No, but it ie
the infantile death rate which I think is serious.

I know of certain parts of the Union where it rises
to nearer 50 per 1,000 ?- Yes, that nay be.

MR. LUCAS: lo]ucm.rm&um&&
children in ome year amd you think it is emormous ?- Yes,

I do. |
DR. ROBEATS: Your infantile death rate is 20 per
1,000 7= If you take it that way. But the figure does
not help you, because only one-tenth of these people I

there are married,

iloxs‘sﬁmu which you gave us about syphillis -
do they in your opiniom represent the average condition
in the locations, or 40 you think that there are a 1ot
of cases which you 4o mot know of ?- 1 am sure it is
greater. You see they do not all come to be attended
R

And mot only do they not all come, but & aumber
do mot continue coming: You said that of the cases which
you dealt with there were five syphillities to eight
others. Do you think that that represents amything like
the correct proportion of the syphillities ?- No, rather
more than less.

THEL CHAIRMAN: Uf the instances of morbidity
cases that come %o hospital or %o a cliniec - that gives

(five-thirteenths)

you 513/0f the total of the cases coming inte hospital
for syphillitic treatment. Now; is that proportion =
fair ome for the whole population ?- I think so.

There muet be an enormoue amount of syphillie in the

PSS —— il -
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district ?= I think so; I am sure there ie. As [ have
. 8ald, there is a tremendous proportion.
And you say that it ls largely congenltal 7- Yes,
I am afraid it is so. That means that the mothers and
fathers must have it as well.
MAJOR ANDERON: ¥Jo you think it is lneoreasing ?-
Well, the more you come into contact with them the more you
f.ind that 1t is. | j
ER. LE ROUX VAN FISKERK: Now, where you cure & -.I
father and a mother, is the off-spring cured as well ?- !o#
That is really the poimt, that there is no scheme for ]
dealing with the matter. We have a hospital out here - at :
Bochun - almost entirely for syphillis. That used to be |
& very important place., Dr. Francise ie there unow, but it
used to be under me. Bat there also the magistrate, lMr.
Wheelwright and myself, started on the same basis as the
missionary. '!Pro is angther one which we started, but thoxc#
is no scheme and the result is that we canmot do as much as |
we want to.
MR, LE ROUX VAN NISKERK: But as the district doctor.j’
do not you get ilnstructions from the Govermment /- Yes, .
it is part of your duty a® district surgeon to attend to
syphillis, but that is all. I mean to say, even at this
elini¢ at Malfsiland, 1 put it up to the Government that
they should support .l.t,’ but they would net. I have been
doing all these journeys and attendiing to sll these cases,
but I gzet nothing extra for 1t.
DR, ROBER?S: You want & comprehensive scheme to

deal with the older and the younger ?- Yes, we had a

mee ting of the Chiefs with these ladies, and we jut it up
to them that they should put up bulldings snd provide for =
nurse, snd pay for their mediecines, and they all agreed,
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and they also agreed that the Government should provide
medical attendance and the druge for thetreatment of
syphillis, But so far nothing has come of it. I used %o
go out twice a month. I used to have the Roman Catholic
Sisters there, and they ram the clinie, but that tribe

is not a very satisfactory ome, and these sisters have
now gone to another location, and they are anxioue to -
have a dogtor. ‘

And where the wesk link in the chain, is it the
Government ?- Itk is want of system, snd there is no
encouragement to do thie. I suppose it is a matter
of finance.

MR, LE ROUX VAN WIEKERE: Is it an expensive
treatment ?- Yes, but I musy say that these ladies have
never spared anything. | osn get a8 meny drags as I
nedd, and no money is spared. I can pet anything.
There is nothing in that way to prevent me, but it is
simply a matter of lack of engouragement so far as the
authorities are concerned.

THOMAS MULOTO, representing Chief Moloto,
MASETI RAMOKGOPA, representing Chief Ramokgopa,
JUEL MAPLALA, representing Chief Matlala,
NKUPU MARELI, representing Chief Mareli,
and CHIZF MASHASHANE,
galled snd examined.
THE CHAIRMANT? VWhom mllo you represent ?- (Molote):
I am an Induna in my tridbe and I represent my Chief.
(Maseti Ramokgopa): 1 am the son of the Chief.
(Juel Matlala): I am the younger brother of the Chief.
(Nkupu Mareli): I am a member of the Local Council.
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MR. LUCAS: How many are there in your Coumell ?-
There are six of us.

How long has there been a Council ?- Over two
years. '

ind what is the principal work which the Council is
doing 7= At present the Council is mot doing any particu-
lar work. We have no money and the youns people do not
pay up what they should. MNost of the people pay £1 where
they should pay £1.10.0. The money which we get from
the Council is for schools, and hospitals, and repairing
roads.

And for dipping ?-, Yes, and dipping.

THE CHAIRMAN: The Commission will be pleased to
hear what you have to say ?- (Thomas Molote): All of
us have sppointed someone who i® going to speak on our
behalf. There are two spokesmen who will speak on our
behalf. They are our mouthpieces and they will express
our feelinge. (MR, S.H, THEMA): I have been asked
to put the position of these Chiefs before you, and this
is the statement of the Ohiefs,which I shall rea: to the
Commissi n on behalf of the Chiefs Moloto, Ramokgope,
¥atlala, Mareli snd Mashashane, and also on behalf of
the detribalised natives. I have the honour to state
that 1 appear here in a representative gcapacity on
behalf of the detridbalised natives of this town. Before
making suggestions we shall endeavour %o ftrace the causes
of migration into towns. Before the Ruropeans took
possession of the land we wers & happy and contended
people with enough land to plough and graze our etock,withy
but a few wants. With the spproach of EBuropeans and
their elvilization our wante began %o inecrease. Land was
taken away from us, with the oxgeption of the already over-
crowded scheduled locations and reserves. The undesira-
bilities under which we laboured were intensified by the

- - — I e e —
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passing of the land Aet Ho.27 of 1913, the operations

of which caused the evictions of some of us from white
areas and foreced us to migrate into towns. The imposi-
tion of heavy taxations on us, the adoption of Zuropean
mode of living, snud other regquirements, brousht to us

by the march of RTuropean civilization, are other factore
which ceused the migration imto towns. The congestion of
the locations and reserves and bed management of the
control of natives by farmers hastened the migrations.
Now thet the water has flowed to its level and the
valleys of the townes are overflowing, we are confronted
with painful undesirabilities of the operations of the
Urban Areas Aet of 1923, which aims at eontrolling the
influx of natives into towns. This Act, like its contem-
porary the lLand Act of 1913, made certain provisions whioh
have not been yet fulfilled. The legisiators of the land
Aot made us believe that further provisions for lend
would be made avellable for us, and thet the recommended

areas under the Aot would be given us permanently. The
legislatores of the Urban Areas Act aleso made us believe
that Netive Villages in which stands ecould be acquired by
us approved by the Hunicipallities, under such leases
covering a periocd of years as wuld justify the srection by
the leases of sultab.e dwellings snd other improvements
would be established for the detribalised natives. Teo our
great astonishment the detribvallised natives of Pletersburg
after getting the approval of the Pletersburg Nunielpallity
to establis: the village s0 much desired got a rebuttal
from the Native iffairs Department, sayinec that the poliey
of the Goverument is not %o encourage the influx of natives
into towns. There are no provisions for the outlet of
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the influx of natives into towns. The operations of the
Land Act foroes us to migrate into towns;on the other
hand the gperations of the Urban Areas ict force us to
get out of town. We are therefore between the two
hors of dilemma. The guestion naturally arises where
shall we go to ? We are therefore forced to the con-
clusion that the European lLaws provide for situations
which could not really exist.

Wie are prepared to =dmit that with the more
knowledge of scientific ploughing natives could maxe the
congested areas more attragtive. With every respect, ¥r,
Chairmen, we wish to draw the attention of this Com-
mission to the evident igmorance of some of the Zuropean
farmers who own large tragte of farms in the Yorthern
Transvaal and we therefore deplore the suggestion of
apprentieing our plesesnine to farmers who are ungualified
ih the scientific ploughing. The Natives in Towns:
$3%x There are three groups of natives in towns: (1) The
detribalised native who has lost all conmeetion with his
pastoral origin and dependent entirely upon wages earned
in town; (2) the tribal native who works for a few
months in Stown to supplement his agricultaral livelihood.
‘here is another group of natives who farm the greater
number. This peculiar group ls neither tribdal nor detri-
balised. (3) These natives simply work im town in =
confounded way for a meagre wage, which they spend in
intoxicants and ete., and are provided with food and
lodging by the r employers. This grogp has lost gcomnec-
tion with thelr families,which they fail %o support at
home and are oreating families in towns, which they also

fail %o support. |leasures to prevent the incresasing
i‘l‘lmll into towns: ¥r. Chairman and Fembers of the

Commission, we now come t¢ the measures we conslder would

mama Ar lase -aravant tNE [Noressinr-miSFEtlom-ef.natives
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more or less prevent tje increasing migration of natives
into toms. We propose %o deal firstly #ith tribalised
natives. (1) That the Yovernment be requested to

_ extend the presens native locatlons and reserved, as they
are over-gcrowded. (2) That the Government be asked to
fulfil the provision in the Land Aet of 1913 of giving
further land to natives or repeal the Aet. (3} That
the Government be requested to establish sgricultural
schools for the training of native youths. (4) That

the Gpvernment be asked to make provision for & Land
Bank to enable the tribal natives to obtain loans in

time of depression. The Pegullar Group: (1) That
the Government be reguested to make provision for land
settlement schemes for the Peguliar Group. (Z) That

the Pecullar Group be repatriated to the Settlements.

The Detribalised Natives: Mr. Chairman and Members of the
Commission, it is needless for us to mentlion the fact that
we, the detribalised natives, are here to stay sand there-
fore we propose to make the following suggestions for
improvements:-

(1) That the Goversmemt be requested to fulfil the
provision in Urban ireas Act of .lﬂl, which provides for
native villages in whieh stands could be sequired by
natives spproved by the Municipalities under such leases
covering a period of years as would Justify the erection
by the lessess of sultable dwellinge and other imppove-
ments; (2) That the Government be requested to provide
for the security if tenure in the Municipal Locations;

(3) That the Government be reguested to make provisiom
for native landlords, to enable them to scquire more than
one stand in the Municipal locations. sguatters: (1) That
the Government be sequested to repeal the sguatiing laws
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and make provision for natives to pay rent for their
tenancy.

The laet, but not least, that the Government be
?N.nontel to constitute an Industrial Board, consisting
of representatives of farmers, employers of labour, and
native representatives te contrel the influx of natives
into towns by controlling bureaux, land settlements, ete. (Mr.
(MATTHEWS MALEPO): As Mr. Thema has already said, [ am |
here to read this paper as evidence on behalf of the urban
natives and I wish to atate that when the papers were read
to the Chiefs they thought Shat they would do for them
as well as for their childrem, who are now urbanised. My
statement reads as follows:- Mr. Chairman and lembers of
the Commission, I also have the honour %o state that |

appear here in & representalive capacity with Messrs. A.
Tekgetha, E. Mashibl Langa, and Sehlapelo, on behalf
of the Urbanised Natives to give evidenge, not only on
their wages, but also on the guestion of mortality of
adults and children in urben and rural areas, As
you have already learhedgy the causes of the migretion of
natives into towns from the previous representative, I
wish humbly to point out to this Commission that we urbanised
natives are here to stay permanently, as we have lost all
connection of our pastoral origin and dependent entirely
upon wages and in towns., We are here as permanent workers

and as such should be considered as part and parcel of the
other urban eitizens., We depend solely on the wages we
earn and therefore serious consideration should be made

to the need of an inerease of our wages. It should be
observed that a small wage is attended by temptations

to steal in order to supplement what remains. Cénsequently
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employers suffer losses throush theft by their

underpald employwes, and the Sovernment has to employ more
police to cope with inereasing erime of theft and thus
spend large spms of money every year. At is our con-
tention that If wages are ingreased less crime will event-
ually take place, Lt should be remembered that where tw.
groups live side by side and one group is not cared for
the other is bound to be affected, and an undemirable
state of affairs will follow. It Ls very essential that
the wiges of native workers should be adjasted in a nanner
thaet will enable the urhsnised native to live in secor-
dance with the ITuropesn mode of living,which has inereased
::: needs. He has to pay for elothing, tax, education,ete.
/he has to build a home mccording to hyglienic methods of
European civilization. His average wage in thie town is
£2 a month and that of his wife for washing 10/-, out of
which he has to get all negessaries,as will be seen from
the budget of a family of five, drawn at the end of this
memorandum. Is Lt posaible that he should not steal to
make ende meet? Jie is to stedl and his wife hes to

resort to illlleit liguor selling for he has no other source
to ralse the balwice to cover other reguisitea. Ar we |
have said before that the urban sed native is here per-
manently, it is for the European to turn him into & sood
citizen by adjusting his wages to enable him %o live
agcording to ‘he ffluropean standard of civiliszation.

Fami ) mon
Rent, sl Te0s © S " £0.15. 0.
Buriel aoalo\{‘ll. 2 0o Candles at 1 candle
Jood per e Ib. 0. per ‘.,. 0. 1. 6.
Sugar 1 1b. School fees, O 1o 3o
“R. 0. '. 6. M“ m.. ﬂ. 1. 0-
Tea 1 1b. O« 8, 6. Tax, 0. 1. 8.
Bread 3 loaves
a I.Ol. O. 4., 0.
Meat 1/- dally,l.l0. 0. TOTAL: &£6. l.11.

Coal twice per
week, 0. 4. 0,

e S SR e .
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The budge' exoludes clothing, vegetables, and medical
ettendance, and is calculated on the lowest economie
basis. It will be seen, therefore, that out of the
average wage of £2,10.0, whea £1.17.6. for rent is
deducted, there is a balance of 12/64, which deplorably
fails to cover up okher necessaries. The Manielipal
eottages which are rented at £1.10.0. are not capacious
to accommodate a family of five, ae these contain a bei-
room and dining room used as a kitchen as well. The rent
for sunmieipal cottages iIs out of proportion with the wages
of the workers. Mr. Chairman and Nembers, with =all respect,
the urbanised native is a g¢itisen, and as sach should be
treated with due guity. He should at least be pald a
minimum wage of £6 a month here in Pletersburg for he

is not only zuxmfivms confined to mealis-pap, but to other
kinds of tmmz foodstuffe for which he pays the same price

as ESuropean citizens.
Nortality of adults snd ohildrem in Urban Areas. Let us
now tsage the causes of mortality of adults and chlildren
in urban areas. The transitiom from rural to urban
life, and the lunevitable adoption ¢f Buropean mode of
living, lack of knowledge of hygienie methods of livell-
hood, inadequate housing, and inadeguacy of wages,and
some of the causes of the mortalit, of adults and children
in urban areas.

The gquestion naturally arises, how are these
causes to be tackled to combat the mortality? The following
suggestions will mhubl.y'mt the guestion:-
(1) The Government should establish centres where lectures
could be given to natives by experienced Haropeans how to
keep thelr homes according to eivilised methods, and an
experienced European appointed to visit thelr homes at
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times. /BEYS® clinies should be established and comtrolled

by the Covernment with the assistance of qualified native
nurses. Wages should be jinereased to meet proper feeding,
housing and medical attendance. A® regards the rurel
native he, like the urban native, is also in a stage of
transition. The mortality in his case is similar to
that of his urban brother. Witcheraft still playe
& prominent part, and is far from assimilsting Buropean
modee of living in a more or lese profitable way. What
is required in this case is: (1) the establishment of
Government hospitsls im remerves. (2) a system of com-
palscry health education and the encouragment of habl's
of cleanliness. (3) “ative health officers should be
appointed in reserves,with a Huropean Superintendent to
pay periocdicsl visits. (4) <eople should undergo =
gertaln amount of health training by means of lectures,
translated into their languages. (5) A whole-time doctor
should be appointed for the Reserves, and there should ve
¢linics in each Reserve. (6) Jatives should de trained
as doctors on the level of Europeans.

In regard to native education in the Transvaal
Provinee, native education is confronted with obmtacles
today. There are 100 unregistered schools in this circult,
and a large number of the reglistered schools are under-
staffed. OUne teacher has to perform the duties of two
yet we pay £1 tax annually, out of which 4/- is allotted
for native development and should enable the Goverament
to handle our education properly. Why are our schools
unregistered and a large number understaffed? Where does
the 4/- 2 to ?  There are large numbers of natives in

the reserves »ho are not benefited by their tax becsuse
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education is under missionary control and these people
fo mot wish to send their children t. Mission sehools
for fear that they might become Christians, We
therefore feel that time is ripe for the Covermment %o
take full control of native ducation, for under Govern-
ment control the followimg benefite will sccorue:-

(1) Sehools will be amalgsmated. (2) Compulsery
tducation will be introduced to benefit vast nuambers

0f natives whose taxation does not at presemnt benefit
them. (3) Public schools will be estsblished in
native reserves. (4) Adequate teachers will be employed
then they are at presemt. (5) Teachers may enjoy the
tenefits of pension as other civil servants. We most
humbly recuest the Govermment to take native education
under their control for the benefit of the African race.

Whilst thanking Ministers of Rellglon for their
valuable services in gliving us the education we have, we
feel that time is come when teachers thould be servants

_0f somebody. When the teachers ask the Govermment for
increases of wages they are informed that the Covernsent
is only aiding, whilst on the other hand the missionaries
do not pay teachers'salaries.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIBKERK: Iin regard to this budget
of yours, what do natives require in clothing 7- (Mr.
TIHEMA): Well, 1% all depends.on how long it lasts.

(Mr, Molepo): it ;n very difficult to give you anything
definite.

Taking a fair avesage ?- 1 think the average -
man in town will require sbout £2 per month, If he has a

family of five to support.
And vegetables, how much would that be ?- Frobably

‘Jr"c





