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Mo LANION JAMES HALL, called snd exasined:

THE CHAINNAN: “g shall be pleased If you will give us
somé inforsation im reference %o ithe guestion of labour, ns-
tive labour, in this district. The labour for farmers u'thu
district would fall into 'wo main clamses, . take it, the
ninety-day tenants and the hired labourer. Wow which of
these two ¢lasses would you say predominmates in this pertion
of the dlstriet ?= | should say that the hired lsboursm
ie conmsiderably more than the other.

Could you give us say ressom why that is supplanting
the tenant system ?- Well, of course the differendm farmers
hold different views on that, but I think that the general
view is that the nlmety-day labourer is not ‘co satisfactory.
The native frequeatly feels, espesially in repard to alnety-
day labour, ninety-days in the true semse of the word, does
not answer the purpose, and | myself am not very keem on 1t.
I sam not golmg to say that I speak for everyone, and I find
that some people probably prefer te have ninety-day labour=-
ers on thelr land rather than the cther kind, That does
not apply to me, Wheu we started before 1915 und when we
fized on our lsbour systém im regard to our matives, we had
a lot of adjagent farms, farms belongiaz to private people,
and private companies, and ®0 om, and there they paid
thelr labourers so much per hea! per ammum. Well, we had %o
hold our labour as against that competition, so we made
arrangements that our labour had to work five tickets
for us per annum - for whieh we pald them - and one ticket
in lieu of remt.

How much is a tieket ?= Thirty daye.
Let us be clear on this. They have to work five

tickets and ome of those five tlekets went in lieu of rent 7-
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f= Yes, and the rest for pay. 1 think that as a general
rule that ! prefer paying these men for thelr labour, and
let the sative psy me for what he gots iu the way of lend -

L prefer that rather tham have the ninety-days' system.

1 find the way, the system which we have, more satisfaetory.
We are working & number of farms, mot only here but elsewhere
as well, further down the district, at the ek of white Iu.nr‘
and at “eloome near Graskop. ‘here are probebly hslf e dozen
farme and each of them have different arrsngemente of course,
There are all sorte of arrangements in foree, but I do thiask
that I prefer something iu the way which I have indicated.
While I am on that, [ mey say of course that the law does not

allow one % take anything from the native in lieu of rent -
we cannot take rent from them - they cannoi pay us., We take a
ticket, and whenever a boy le worth more than L2, he gete from

us in pay whatever he is worth more thas his £2,
¥R, 1UCAS: You reckon that a ticket is worth 22 V- Yes

o

we reckon that. We reckon that & boy should be worth that to |

us, and we say that he may take everything over £2 as a "bon-
sella”, but we have the right to take the whole.of his laboar
for that one ticket; if he i= worth more we pay him more.

TH; CHAIRMAN: Do you comsider that that is the more
satisfagtory arrangement, because it is more ecomomical 7= No,
vegause 1t is fairer. I have seen homes broken up by thie
ninety-days' business. I shall give you sm instanmge. A young
native grows up and says to his father "I want to have s wife®,
but the father does ngt think so. The father does not see fit
to buy him a wife; it may be tha! he feels thet the youngeter
1s not sufficlently balanced, or something of that kimd, and t}
youngster turns up rough and says "I am solng to beat 1t."
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The youngster leaves; the owner of the ferm loses his
labour, and the only thing the owner of the farm can
do is %o tell the old man to leave the farm. The old man,
the father, cannot work, will not work, and he has to rely
on his son, Well, the only thing the farmer can do is te
go% rid of the whole family, and in th:et way homes are broke
en up.

You think $hat your system greates better relations
between the empliyer and the lsbourer ?- Yes, I think so.
| may say that we charge these labourers we have for dipping.
e gharge them a rate of 5/~ per head per anmam for eattle.
That helps us to get & bit more than that £2 from thet na-
tive. 1 comsider that that is conelderably fairer, because
you tax him aceording to what he has on your property. om
the three-tickets' system we get more from a big stockowner

then from an individual without any steock &t all.

Your natives und their familiesy do reside on your
property 7= Yes. We have natives on this farm whieh we
have here. Om this faram they work five tigkets, ome in lieu

of rent. They work five tigket® in all. That is the under- |
standing under which they live here. (m & fars which we haye

at Buffelshoek, sear igornhoekm, Stheres they have very similar
terms - they work five tiexets, ome of whieh ia in lieu of
rent. They pay 5/- or 6/- per hesd for dipplng. Orisisally
they worked a great many more ticketsm, but we found Lt more
satisfactory to inetitute the presest system., (n a farm
which we huve at “eloome, mear ‘rastop, there they sre om
the three-tickets system, but [ 4¢ not like that as well ac
the other.

MR, LUCAS: Is thelr tubt‘auo thirty working

daye 7= Yes.
And do you find that tllt‘ worzs oul satisfactory ?-




?- Yes, it does.

THE CHAIRMAN: You get sdditional lavour, wage
lubour, presumebly from people who are not liviang with fame
ilies on your farm ?- Yes; we employ today over 600 natives
on our farm. Cometime ago we were employing 483. At that
time we employed 27 per ceht from this district, that is
to say, including our own farm, The other 73 per cent
came from ocutside.

Wes that 73 per cent recruited throusgh any recrultizg
organlization ?- Kot all of them;, = few .

Did the bulk come voluntarily to offer their labour to
you = No. This is the position, we have & boy who re-
"ruonu us at Lomatipoort and elsewhere, and slso at Acorn-
hoek, and any boys who want to come %o work or who want to
come L0 us pass there.

Do these boys offer themselves tc these boys who
represent you, do they come veluntarily to them ?- Yes; the
Associstion here runs a native labour oranization and they
bring in any boys that thelr members may want from time %o
time, throuzh the Uovermment &t “ouls Trichardt, w«nd through
other recrulting agemte.

¥hat Assoclation 14 $hid 7=~ The Farmers' lssociation.
I may say that we have s bout half & dozmen,or 2 dozen at the
outside, of actuslly indemtured boys.

%e have been given evidenge %o the effeet that there
is generslly rather & shortaze of liabour in the Barberton
Distriet 7= Yes, there has been right through,

Do you experience that at any time 7« Yes, there
has been a shortage for many, many years, At present it is
not sc sgute ae 1t was, that is %0 say, a2s i1t was (n other
years. . think it is probably due to eonditions that ere
prevailing today which are common *o all.

Do you think that the natives prefsr this system of
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payment on tiokets to the ninety daye' ladbour system ?- In
the majority of cases, ! should say that they would prefer it.
You see, L have worked 1t on farms with the boys on this five
months' basis. They work five tickets, ome of which was In !
lieu of rent. The one in lieu of rent wae for the privilege |
of living on the farm. Well, they asked to have another
system. That was due to the faot that thers wes @ percentsge
of the boys who did not like work, they preferred to work
the ninety daye as against the five tiekets, snd they per-
susded the talamee of the boys to go over %o the other system.
They oane and ssked me about it and I pointed out to them end |
I sald "You are today working one tigket im lieu of rent, and if
Jou go btmok to the ninety-days' system it will mean thet you
will be working three tickets.” Sat they sald “"well, those
other boys want it and we have %o fall into line.” Well, on
that farm they wanted to go over to the ninety-days' system
and I had to sgree. They wanted %o go over %o the alnety-
daye as sgeinst the five tickets. The Loys who were not afraid

of work, [ am sure, d4id not gare for it. That was some yrars

bocke There Le slwaye a percentsce whe have not deen ag
%0 work, and they feel that it is a diekens of a drag to do more

than thelir ninety-dayes in the year. Anghow, those boyr persuséd
ed the others to ssk me %0 go over to the ninety-days' system.
xtmuﬁnm'nzﬂllﬂ!ﬂmunv daye' ayetem ﬁ
would be the older omes. The older omes, who have 0t sgous-
tomed to work, think nothing of doling their five tickets, es-
peclally today. { number of years age 1t was very difficult to
got natives to do anything over thelir nlnety days & year. Mat

1 am pleased %o say that today we have no difficulty im getting
the sort of boys who are prepared to do sach more,
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Do you think that the y unger boys are getting
seoustomed to habits of werk 7= Yes, and not only to
hablits of work - they want to get something through thelr
work, money to lq ¢lothing. The older boy, the orisim:l
boy who has never been scoustomed to work, has never been
sccustoned to getting anything for himself, When we came
to usk them in the first plage $o work more than ninety-
days, there were many of them who did not llke it, 3ut now
they deo like it. But there are stlll boys who prefer
the nimety days to five fiiekets. There are boys who feel
that 1t is & b1t of an undertaking to work right through
the year, and in that cane they prefer ninety days to five
tickets.

18 there any reastn why this aumber of five tickets

wae determined on when you changed over ?- fe tried ano-
ther form later om, we tiried six Sickets. That is,a0~
taally tried above white labour. The reason why we went
in for five tickets was this, we are farmers and we took
up the attitude that we inly had land for matives who would
work for us. Yo felt that we could sgcommodate natives who
wers prepared to work, bat we could not sgeommodate unyone
who was not prepared to wmrk at leact a namber of tlokets
which we required. This was before 1913, and we felt at
‘the time that we could not attrset labour for much more
than five tickete, because they were not agcustomed to
working regularly even that number of tickets in the year,
and if we had asked them to 4o more than that it would have
veen difficult for them %o accustom themselves to working
a8 long sz that. Today, the same boy would think
nothing of working elght ot ten ticcets - which le as mach
a8 he can do within twelve monthse.
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The boys who only worx five months iu the year for
you, what do they do with the rest of their time ?- Well,
they still work for us. [lhey stay on the farm.

S0 sgtually you are getting more than five months'

work? - These boys would be worting say elght te ten tickets.

These sane boye who ten years ago would not work or pledge
themselves t._r more than four or five months are qulite
prepared to go on working now.

Tour experienge has cons over a peried of years since
1913 ?= 1 was Dbdorm in 1892, I came back here in 1908, snd
4 have teen here ever simge 1908, excepting the few yesrs
of the war perioed.

You have had all your experlience on your farm ?7- Yes,
sy farming experience dates Dback to 1908, 1

And you have had considerable native labour =inee
1908 T~ Yes.

Have you asotual records showln: the average periods
which & boy has worked for you, say in 1908, 1910, 1912, and

1913, any time before, and now - gan you slve us auy compars-
tive figures ?- Yes, ! ocan without difficulty get that for
you. ¥e have some natives who have bheen with as all their
time and one gsn trace them back and see what service they
guve us in former years compared with what they cive us
now. In the past, Af & %Oy 414 not work five tlgkets
he was told to move on - that was unless hk was in Lad health.
Could you give us the lnformation for your permanent
staff for any one year and for last year 7- Yes, 1 could
probably plek out half e dozen boys who have been there all
the time, and those half s dozen Doys may indicate to you
the number of months which they worked ten years ago and
also the number of tigkets for sunum which they work now-
slays.
The permanent staff shick you had must have been &

|
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good deal bigger than half s dozen ?- Yes, but the boys who
were with us ten or twelve years ago - I might only fimd
balf & dozen who have been with ue sll the *ime as farm
boys. “here is after wll only s eertaln namber whe have
been with us as farm boys all the time.

You want to givé us the identical boys, whereas what
1 want is your staple labour. 1| want the averace time
which your stable labour took as compared with 'he average
time of your stable labour todagy ?- Yes, . shall et that
for you.

Mi. MOSTERT: <“ome years ago you used to et some
East Coast boye 7= Yes, quites a number; we still have a
few.

Now you cannot get them 7= Io.

How does the EZast (cast bdoy compsre with your local
labour 7= He iz & very satiafagtory beoy, only in the past
he has not been keen om sgricultursl labour; he has gen-
erally worked a few momthe here and hes gone away to imber-
ley in the old days and now %o Johannesburg, bdbut gensrally
speaking he is & very lntelliseant and deslradble bey for your
worke.

When you speak about £2 per month, that is 1/4d, per
shift. is that an all round price T [ suppose some people
give more snd some lessf- de start xk at 30/- or 35/-
for adult boye, sccording %o supply and demand. We bave
been payimg 35/~ until just o few months bmek for adulte.
They start on 38/- and they get a rise of roushly 2/¢a.
per month, until they get sbout 10/~ higher up. If they
are sstisfuotory boys they zet thaty but 1f they are not
satisfagtory then they 80 not, and that means that they are
not much use to us; bdut the majority all set it. Iimy
boy whe listens to his boes, that ls, his foremam, snd does
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what he is supposed €0 do, will get that 2/4¢, rise per
month until he gets his 10/~ more than what he started at.
So untdl he gets 40/~ or 45/- he remains there until he
becomes something useful om some particulsr Job, or
until he has shown himeelf to be =bove the rest ¢f his fellow
workers, and then he will zo on agaln until he gets a little
hisher.

Now, from the sgomomicel point of view, ean you afford
to pay L2 per month at present ?- At the present time
not under all these mémmdition:, ! rhould may. of courve,
it is o very difficult question to answer., e could tell
you better at the cnd of the ysar whethsr we are on the .

right slde of the ledger or mo%., Yp %o lest year we have
been on the right side of the ledger on the wvhole, and we

have beem paying similar rates of wages %o what we are dolng
now; but of course we have & gemeral depression st the :
present time, »hich takes a lot to get at the bottem of,
and we camot say what the future holds in store for aue.

You could not tell us whether under present condi-
tions £2 per head is an eoomonmical wage 7= Well, 1% all
depends whet state of efficlency the man has reached, and
in devel ping new country it is very diffleult to say. it
is very difficult to say whether the state of efficiency of
e man is such as So h‘m.ll; at that rate. Yod“have
been who are nothlag wonderful %o start with bat in = few 1
years' time, when he develops im his work, he may be a
great deal better amd he may be well worth what we are paying .*
Etmx But now you have been developiag for & long time, and
you have had a high state of ofﬂchﬂ; for the last 15 years |
?- Well, ! would not say that. %We have not reached thst
sta® of efficlesgy which we have been striviang after, but we
certalnly have ilmproved. ke are still etriving after a
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greater effiolency.

ind you are always chaunglag your labour 7= Yes,

‘That Ls what I want to get at, whether as far as the
effic iency and your present wages are congerned --- begause
1 do not think It i® posasible for any farmer to¢ get a blewer
efficiency than what he has at present, excepiing perhaps
here snd there --- HNow at the present prices is 22 an
sgonomical wage to pay, that ies with foed and guarters 7
You give food and gusrters, do you not ¥= Yes; well today's
prices might not allow us to pay those wazes., OCertaloly not
at today's prices of mealies . Mealies at 7/6d. a bdag
in the South Afriecan market does net allow of any very
great wages., In the suropean market we got ma little more.
Then we have fruit., last yesar's prices were particularly
bad. This yesar's priees sre 00d, bat next year we a.ain
have to face something like last year, begause we have

California coming in with 2 very big erowd of fruit. Seo

the mext twelve monthe are not toe brisbt sud I wsould net like

to say that £2 is an egomemical wase % pay for labouar aunder
present cenditions. In fset, . am sure it ls mot. You
ll‘ht get 2 particaler line. We are zro'l:ug ¢hlefly fruit
and vegetables. You might yet a line, say of tomatoes, with
which you =ay bhave & very good month, bat ss a general rule 1
doubt it, and I think I am &bsolutely right in saylag that
in all these prices ome is apt to come out on the wrons side
of the ledger, unleses one 18 very careful.

Why I em patting all these things % you is beeause
one Joes not know what next year may drimg. Next yesr (t

may be worse 7~ Quite so.
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HR. LE ROUK VAN RIEKERK: You say you give them
L2 a month with food ?- Yes.

With what do you mupply them ?= 1In the way of
fooar

Yes 7= 1 am talking of H.L. Hall & Sons. We supply
them with mealie meal, as much &= they can eat, a stew on two
hights & week, and a 1b. of meat om Saturdays. That ie roughly.
And they get a little bit of fruit and vegetsbles over and
above that, what we eall "waste fruit" and vegetables, which
we cannot merket on aceount of its not standing the journey to

Johannestury or elsewhere,

You say you demand a ticket from the boys residing
on your property - the value of a tigket, from your own farm
boye ?- Yes.

You reckon that as £2 7- MNo. 1 do get some natives
who will mever be worth more than 30/-.

Reokoning the value in general, it ie £2 %= You mean
it sverages 2233 :

You 7= No, it would not average 22, VWhatever the
native is worth more than £2 he gets from me or the firm as a 1
"bonsella®. Thercfore he averages something under £2. He may
be an "umfaan” worth 30/-; he would get only one tioket in J
liea of farm rent. -

Eo; adults 7= 1% would be something under £2; ecome
may be worth omly 35/-, and some less.

What rights have these natives on the farms ?- They

have the right %= o wood and water, and greazing, on these w
psrtidular farme; Shey pay for grazing.

Have you got any limitation as regards the time for
grazing 7= We do mot heve any out and out limitation; we
have not xkx measured thelr =reas, except im the centrsl parg

for the sarried quarters - wiiat we call the "schoonplsats®,
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or something of that sort, where they have marrle! men with
stoek. There they are only gettings sbout an eere of ground -
or two-thirde or three-guarters; we have plotted themx; They
get something under an sers esch. That is all they have;
they are limited to that. The other natives who live fur-
ther back - kraal natives - with stock, and =0 on, they are
not limited.

From the economic point of view, what do you consider
is the living of the native worth on your farm; deo you
consider £2 a low rent; he pays you £2 - & tleket 7~ Yes,

Po you consider that a low reat ?- Yes; I would
consider that very low if he was not paying me 5/- a head for
dipping. Ascording to law, you cannot take anything from
that native for remt. Well, we take one ticket; we find that
is the fairest. We have 5/- a head for a dipping fee.

MR, LUCAS; A weekly f£xx dipping ?7- Yes, we dip
woekly right throush the year.

MR, ILE ROUXL VAN BIZEZRE: Do you make a limits-
tion as to the number of his stock ?- No, and we do not
mind to whom the stock belongs, whether it 1s hie or his
Aunt's, or someone else's. That is the difficulty one comes
up sgalost in s number of cases,. We 4o not care whose stock
it ise The head of the kraal is responsibdle for the stock
in the krsal.

It would be difficalt to get at what s native is
really paying in exgess of the ticket ?- Yes; there woulsd
be & orowd of natives who @0 not have any rtock at all,
they come luside the £3, I have only one mative - my oldest
boy - who has wives.

How many stock does he omn 7= [ know he has .ot quite
& fair head of stook; probadly he would pay sbout 29 in
dipping per annum. Say somewhere sbout forty; it is really
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about thirty-six or forty; I could get you that definmitely
by 'phoulng up the offige.

You could mnot dip his 2tock under REx twopence s
head, could you ?= HNo; that would be pretty falr, - well,
let us see; it is possible to do 1t for less.

MR, MOSTERT: Their price comes out at a frasction
over a penny ?- Yes, you are guite right; yes, you could d¢
it for less them twopense; I think you could do it for sbout

one penny.
MR. LE ROUX VAE BIMK:RK: You dip weekly, you say f7-

Yes.

If you dip four times & month thst would be 160 pennlies

?- Yes; teo weeks would be 4/4d. per sonum; [ am secing
5/=.

MR, MOOZERT: “t is & fraction over ome penny ?- 50
on those grounds it would be possible to dip for lese than
one peannye.

Do you mark the tickets on Sundaye 7= Yes, Lf they
work; the farm boys if they work get three daye for Saturday
and Sunday; should we have %0 work them on Saturday and -
Sunday they are marked for three days' work.

You say the Portuguese boys used you sf s training
ground 7~ 1 do mot know about & "training ground” , but as &
1ittle bLreak on thelr way to the minee and s0 on, in the
early days, yes.

Ie Shere a difference now; do they take more kindly
to agriculture 7= Yes, we have sone out of our way to
encourage the Shangaans. Our labour has bteen pttlollui.r
ghort for a number of years, and we were shut off from the
north; some years back our Arsoclatiom brousht in Juet
ander s thousand satives in one year, Just prior to the
Oovernment closing the border.of the Nysaland and ihodesian

natives. These lhodesian natives were prepared %o come and
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work for us for 30/- a month.

Bxxz Had that any effeot on ‘he economic valaue of
your farm labour here; the free coming in of the Nyasaland
boys ?-  No - in what way ?

Well, they earmed on:l.j sbout 12/6d. in Portugzuese
Territory, did they not ?- Yes.

Were they prepared to work st a low wage 7~ WNo,
their wages have mc'r been below 30/~ for an sdult in thie
area - when 1 say "mever™, I mean away bdack in 1912 or 1910.
People down towards Xomatipoort may have got them lower,

Just over the border, and if the supply was greater than the
demand they may have got them down %o 25/- or so; but cer-
tainly 30/- has been the loweet for adults in this area for
guite a long period - when ! say "this area”, . am not re-
ferring to the Northern section but %o t'e Jouthern segtion.
Probably the rates misht be there a little lower, or asway down
" south of Komati. 1

Thie new Convention with the Portusuese; dia it
affect you in any way in the lssour supply ?- Yes, 1t
eertainly has, snd it certsinly will. But of course Jjust
&t the present moment we, [ suppose, through the all-round
depression, the same as with other people, are not wanting
as much labour. The difficulty Lo t: know what to grow to
make & profit, and in that way the positiom is not quite as
bad as it was a few months, and a few years, back.

¥R, MOSTERT: But you agree it was better before the

Convention ?- Uh yes, eertainly.

You ocould get boys V- You see, in the past we had
Portuguese boys, Swazl boys, bogs north of latitude 22, Byasas,
and thodesians. The Swazl comes up here,-but mot in the same

numbers as Lefore,-chiefly owing to the zood organization
of the N,i.C. in Swaziland. Years sgo the Swazl would not
look at or take work here. The Swazl is goins ap teday
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to the mines on asccount of the thorough organization they
have there and the blg advances the organization is prepared
to make to the boy before he leaves his home. That is an
indugement for him. He has e tendency tc¢ stay at home
until trouble ané drought, or nomething, forees him out,
and 1f he can leave a few bags of mealies Dehind, well,
he is gulte happy to go _-;nﬁ work ian the mines.

Now, it 18 sometimes sald that people sre sometimes
generally afrald to raise the wages of their boys; bat iIf
they were to do s0 they would find it would pay them. You
start them now om an average wage of say 30/-. Do you think
if you were to start them at an average wegex of £2 a month
the greater Otmhﬂ would compensate you for the greater
wages you pay 7= HNot in thet way, no. ¥e have a lot of
little indugcements; for inetance, we have xx orchard,or bean,
or pea-pleking, or orange-packing go om; it ie all recorded;
the number of boxes or bags they pick or pack per day. Ue le-
bit them with what they earn, and sc on, and eredit them with
the number of bags or boaxes that they pack, and then we
strike an sverage and they set a "tonsella™ cver amd above,
every fortanlght. Those are the inducements. Actuslly, se
regards paying higher wages, . do mot think thet would have
mach effect. It has not beem our experience, Our experienge
ie this; I have been in charge of the Hative lavour Board
for a number of years. I1.recommended them a few years ugo to
do what they possibly could %o hold smx on to their natives,
on aceount of the shortage, and %o ingorease only the wages of
those who bhad proved themselves ;ood boys. Hut to start sny
Diek, Tom, and Harry at £2 would be looking for troable, to
ny mind; bdut to ralse the beol of them iv & totally Alffersnt
proposition; but to start them, just as they srrive, st say
that figure, no.
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You say a man who lives in a part of the district
where he is forced, from the economic point of view, to pay
£2 more tham the other men who lives in a differenmt part
of the distric! where there are plenty of natives - there
would not be much differenge im the efficlency of the na=-
tives 7- Of gourse, we have a farm on the Selati, and the
nearer you get to the game, the wildness, and so on, the
more dlifficult it ie to get efficlency, satisfaction, and %0
on. Even the Zuropeans living under these conditions are
qQuite as aptodate as they woul! be iln more advanced sress.

Could you in any way compsre the native living in
the town with the fars labourer ? Would youa care to sive
an opinion as to which of the two is ecohomically the
Ntm@ﬂ;/hu. Af you particularly aesk my opinion, I pre-
fer the native from the kraal.

I an not meaning that; which of the two do you think
ie economically the better off P- You mean, the large wage
he gets in the town as coupared with that of the country

labourer?

Yes ?- 1 have not gone closely into that guestion.
In the country he gets certain thinge which are cut off in
town, and he has to depend purely oa hirs wapge in the town -
at least, I Sake it s0; and I have not lived in town for
any length of time in order to know whether that is sctually

the case,

I will not press that. How, you have been employ-
ing on yxxx some of your farme - agricultural farms, wherse
you do farming in the most uptodate way, natives ?- wWell,
1 do mot know about uptodate methods; we are tryins that

wWay .
Oould you see any improvement in the sgricultural

methods of the satives on your native farms from the boys
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who have worked on your plage ?= Oh yes, I think so; I think
any boy «ith any savyy ---

Have you had actusl experienge of that 7- (Mo
answer ).

THL CHAIAMAN: Boys who work their own lands 7= Yes,
there io sn advencement as compared «~ith prior to belng
taoght. Take a boy who is & driver; he learns %o drive in
your way, because you ineist on his driving in your way on
your partigular lﬂl- #ell, he goes %0 his own farm; he
has learned something, and he puts = bit of that into use.
He may not go your way; he may prefer his own way, but at
any rate it certalaly raises his standard to & degree; I
o not say he goes right over to your methods.

Therefore, that 1s one way ?- And he treats his sni-
mals better, two.

MR, MOSTIRT:
'The natives have a custom of not allowing thelr

eattle out until 11 o'sloek im the morning ?- Yes,

Fell, we Eurcopeans 40 not do that., Do you think
they have changed in that way; we plough much deeper than
they d; we use a cultivator and planter, and sanure.

Have you reen any improvement amonsst your fars lolourers in
that way 7= They have done not very much lu the way of
manuring as yet, but they plourh & 1little deeper and that
sort of thing, and in some cases plant ia line o as %o
cultivate, but not %o any great degree. There certalnly

18 an improvement, bu' I would not say ae fatt as one

would expect to see.

Wou are more especially frult growers, are you notte-
Yes.

(/n some of your native farms where you huvs your
squattern, there mast be an opportunity for the matives to
grow somithing - oranges and 90 om - or lr It 5ot salted for
that 7- Yes,
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Have you seen them trying to lbitate the white mani-
Fot in a blsz way, but certalnly you ean ho %o thelr krasls
and find paw-paws there snd other frults - trees; for la-
stange, the bansna. Towards Selati I kmow you will see some
natives with a 1ittle pateh of plneapples, and bananss ocess-
fonally; but I would not say to any great exteant; bat here
and there you will see it,

But you do see it 7~ Yes, you do mee it.

© THE CHAIRMAN: Grown for his own use or for mariet 7=
Grown chiefly for his own use, and in some cases for mariket,
but not in many cases. I was up 'he Selatl the other day
and they were offering me pinegpples which the native had
grown himself; he had a few spare and was prepared to sell
them to the passengers om the train, bat net to any merked
degree,

KR, LE ROUXI VAN WIBKCLRK:; Have you any knowledge of
the conditions in the pative locations hers 7= Mo gzreat 4
knowledge: I have been there.

Their methods of agriculture, are they primitive 7=
Iid you say reserves or locations?

Heserves 7= In the cative reserves, yes, which 1
have been in a few times. Thelr methods of sgriculture
you are referring tof

Yes ?- Well, they all use s plough today.

That ie an lmprovement . Thelir holdinge are very
patehy; they do not uss mamure and planters ?- They waste
their ground, thefe is mo douwbt about it. In the course of a
few years thet ground has to te given a rest, They heve
ground ap in these parts where they have had ample ,round 4
sni been sxpeeted to cultivate a section here and leave 1% for
8 fow yeurs, und cultivate n mection there; thet is their

custom %t a very great extent, Lven here on farms and even '
in reserves they tend to cultivate it for s few Years and then |
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move over to a new patech; which means of course they
ars ralaing the soil. There is no doust about that. And
as regards where there ils any forest or wood timber grow-
ing, they know where the zood moil ls, and they go s=nd
cultivate that for a few years, but they do net fertillise
asx a rule. They sertainly tend to reduce the fertility
of the soil. You may get & few Lsolated cuses where a
bit of fertilising and kraal manuring ie done, and s0 on.
You are sent here to represent the farmers, %o a
eertain extent 7= No, I am only sent here as a Director
of H.L. Hall & Some. I have xm no mandate from a farmers'
association or anyone else,
Do you know whether the farmers have strong views
a® regards the pass system; if the pase system were ‘0o Le
changed so that a native was all.owed to leokx for work without
a pass, provided he carried an identification certificate,
say, with his photograph on i%, and that he should only
carry a pass to drive stock, snd when he i= out after nine
o'cloek at night - do you think that would affeet ‘he
farners to any great extent 7- The pass law i» not enforeced
in thie area, xkzkt thevoushly right throughout the ares, and
employers in places take on ladour without passes tc a very
great extent, ]uhﬂ; due in the past % big areas where
there has been a difficulty for these natives to set pasees,
you see, and I csuppose the poliece have realised that after
all there is a falr amount of 4difficulty asttached to the
native gettlng a pass; 80 thoy have not foroed employers
in every case to get passes, bu' mmiyx to only encage
boys with pesses; and, s0 far as the farmers are congerned,
1 think we would prefer - at least I o= not speakins on
behalf of all the farmers, oul I would prefer if the Pams

law were enforced.
#¥hat is your chief reasom - Well, In the case of

— . -
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lmrtul..or anything .f that sort.

But if it is an ldentification pase, =ould not that
help ?- I have not seen that scheme at work.

No, of course not; you have not considered a
scheme like that ?- No, 1 have not gone into that scheme
at all. I know in the case of desertions today it is dAiffi-
cult for the polise to get them; althoush the boy has been
before a magistrate and attestinsg offiger, if he deserte
he is very seldom traged; it is exceptionmal for them to be
traced; I am speaking of attested boys.

Do you isrue a pass to your natives when they want to
move from one place %o anpther; if one boy wants te go from
your farm %o another farpm 7~ e is entitled to a trek-
pass.

I mean a visiting pass 7= He jpets & pass. Unless
there is something exgeptiomal,s it is very seldom hs is ever
refused a pass.

I am looking at it the other way; they do not move
without passes ?- They take s« risk now and again and some-
times zet pulled up by the poliece. I h".!lﬂ a few what
I tlu:i very unfalr cases of enforelng the law; probebly not
being & policéman I 414 mot guite see it from their angle.
As a rule they zet a pass; they may take a risk and 20 off
to an adjoining farm without & pass, and am [ say in some
cases they get caught and are pulled up, snd are probably

fined 10/=.
Your aversiom to having the Pass Law repealed ls

chiefly on the guestion of desvertion ?- OChiefly on the

question of desert.on. Well if there is some other method

by which they can traee these deserters ietter than they

do at present then I do mot think it matters s grest deal.
MR. 1UCA ': You were mentionings some cases of unfair
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enforcement, in your opinion: eould you sive us one or two
instanges ?- Yes. Sgme years ago we were controlling
these farms, Mataffin and Dinmgwell. There was one farm
between the two farms, and we had & boat with whieh to cross
the river. These boys used to zo over at the week-end;
they came from Dingwell and at week-ends used to go home
and return on ¥onday morning or Sunday nlght, and the
police would plant & polige-boy there and would et a haul.
They were prosably looking for revenue, or romething. Ve
8ot the ik opinion that they were possibly looking for
revenue, Thet was some ysars ago. We thousht 1t very rough
on these boys, more especlally ae there were ba s of other
erimes they could get busy on. These boys were not injuring
anybo dy by Just crossing over to this farm. In that way
there was no harm being done %o anybody, and we Shought it
rather unfair that the law should be enforeed In that par-
ticular case. They probably felt they would 4o it now and
again to cause them %0 keep within the law.

1 want to come bagk to your guestion of farm boys.
Ie it Just the head of the family that you require to work
a ticket ?- Every boy of working pge.

In that family ?= In that fami.y,

Yhen you say "working age™, what 4o you include in
that 7= The age the boy temds teo go out %o work at. Pro-
bahly you will find some boye "beating 1t" snd sorking for
your neighbtour. When he is th:t age he l& able to work his
five tickets; ¢hat is prodably from the age of 13 or 14;
something like that.

¥hat do you pay & Doy under this age them ?- Well,
it depends; ususlly from 10/~ or 13/-, upwards; they would
te very small at 10/=

Po you require the women to 40 anything %« On the
farm, not. We do nmot forge the women out at all om this
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particular farm but on another farm we (o, The women work
one ticket on the farm as a rule &m up in the Hills, la the
Lydenburg Districtm,but they are of a Basuto typey who are
expeeted to work here. The Swazis, though, are not very fond
of their women folk working; they mx'mt thelir somen folk
chould remain at the krasl, and the girls, too. That is the
chief reason why we do mot turn them out, That feeling is
falrly Xkx strong with the Jwazi.

I anderstand you start a :n. boy who comes along at
" 30/- ?- Or 35/- - one or the other.

At present 30/- ?- Yes,

And if he is any good, after alx monthe he will be
getiing £2 7- Yes, that ls right.

Until recently it was 5/- more ?- Until & month or
two ago 1t W:‘./- more.

1 take/in the ordinary course you reckon that you
are on s falr Lasis now, after six monthe, in respect of the
L£2; that isz a falr wage 7= Well, it is supply and demand.

Yes; that is rather any question. ¥ou do noct antiele
pate any diffieulty filsanclally from payine 22 yourselves 7-
I 4o not kmow, I have had % think a bit recently of rates
and values tollay, and 1 would not like to say what we gan
agtually pay ne comparad with tefore, until the end of the
year - until we see how we come out. Om the Selati, where
we have grown 4,000 bags, we have had to take the sarket price
and we shall he on the wrong slde without & doubt. There
we have labowr at a lower figure than here.

W2, MOSTERT: What price 7- Avout 25/~ or 30/
an aduls.

For thirty working days ?= e have a 10t of women
and children working there, too.

You will be on the wrong side 7~ Yes, although our
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yield there was guite u respectavle ome - sbout tem bags to
the aere.

Mi. LUBAS: I do not want you to mention any names,
but do you kmow the wages paid by any of your nelshbours
round about compared with yours - other farmers in the
district - I should say they are similar, [ should say
there are proltably some organisations that may starti even &
little higher. It depends there agsain on how populsr the
Job 1 and whether they prefer that farm te the other farm,
snd 80 on.

Sach as a mealle distriet ?- No, not this dietriet.

What is the nearest district where mealles are an

impor tant erop ¥~ Where we have a farm st the Selati, at

Aoornhoek,and Jethal,and Middelburg,and Yinrosse.

Is this mainly eitras ¢=- Yes; we have vegetables
and sapply tropical fruits, clitrus belns the main fruit.

Now, this system that you have; do you insist on
the five shifts being eontlnued ?- No; you mean the five
tickets 7

Yes; that is my mistake 7- To, we do mot. We have
been fortunate. As I say, 1f we were running purely on
labour we probably would have to insist on & certeain number
coming in now, and a ¢ertain number at dlfferent times. But
we have never found it negessary to do that, begcause they
are in the sinority; they could come alons snd work when
they like. A boy can ask for leave and get leave, snd s8¢ on.

You expeet him to work these five tickets in six
monthe, say 7= No, in teelve monthe. On ‘he other hand,
bhe turns out, and =0 long as he does flve tickets in
twelve monthe I do not mind when he deee it. If he is WOr ke
infg for me and wants %0 go home for a month or two he has o
#et leave.

If he wants to wWork the five tickets eonsecutively
L]
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do you @llow him to do that ?- Yee; it does not make any
odds with as, begaase he ir only a small percentage of our
labour supply. If there was a majority of farm-boys, we
could not allow him to do that; we would probably have %to
fit him in with our work, as some other farmers have to do.

We do it with the least inconvenienge to the boy. After
all, we have been short of labour here for a number of years
and I think every one of us is out ‘¢ consider ocur labour,
vecause, a8 I say, none of these farmers here are running
on any small quantity of labour; you cannot run vegetables
end fruit without quantities of labour. '

MR, LUCAS: If he hse fimished his Job im say six
months, do you allow him to lsave and 10 to work elsewhere
if he wishes ?- No, not on this farm. T have not had to
enforee it for years, but I had to some number of yeare back.
Put it this way. W®hen they have completed thelr five tickets,
if they wish to work elsewhere they can only do so k if I
oannot give them a Job - If the business ceannot give them a
Job. We have only got room for those who cre prepared to
work for us. We would not stop them from going elsewhere
if we had more than we recuired, but if we =mw have use for
his labour then we expect him, as a resldent on our farm, to
work for ue. We put up the argument, if he wantas $o work
for somebody else he had bdetter ;o asd live with that party
and reside on that farm.

But he can do what he likes on your farm, within
his rights, for the remainder of the year when workins for
you ?- Yes, he can g “vagassh”, and so on; but it is many
years simee 1 have had a case of that kind, not singe before
the war, if I ever have bhad a gase of that Xkina.

The hired labourers; do you require them to contract
to remain with you for any fixed time 7= Yo, I prefer not.
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What terms 4o you arrange as to notice V- Cne
ticket; he gives me notlce before he completes his tloket;
as he completes his one tigket he rives notice that he

wishes to leave at the end of the next.

You do the same if you want him to go ?= Bo,
we do not. We very seldom get rid of our boys. If we do,
we generally pay them off at the time.

Do you pay them anything ia lieu of nmotice 7- No;
we pay them right up to date.

Have you had any difficulty as rejards thet 7- Toj
it has been the custom in this asrea for a considerable
number of years.

But would you consider |t desertion If they left
without glving you a month's notlce ?- Yos,

You employ & large number of natives; =mre there

many of these lasbourers who bring their families with
them 7= They do not bring their families with them, bat

& namber of them, after belng in our employ for some time,
decide to reside on the farm snd sather Iln this section
of the farm where we give them an aere of ground, or they
gome under the same rule as the rest of the boym; that
. means they have to work five tickets in lieu of rent.

They are different %0 the ordinary farm iteelf
in the sense that you do not allow them to rum eattle?-
They can rum eattle; the only thing is 1f they ran cattle
they have %o g0 lili':t. the other part of the farm.

They csn/gmk neer thelr work if they sre under
these conditions ?- Yes,

Appraximately what proportiom have thelr families
there under Shese conditions ¥~ 1 am not too eertain
nowi; 1 should say fifty of them,

Something like 106 ?- 1Im all probavility, up te
100; someshere about 50, but not more than 100. | have
not cot the figures with me,
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They are an apprecisble number? - Yes, if you can eall
it an appreciable numbexr.

Ten per cent. is guite spprecisble, I think! - Yes, it
would be 10 per cemt., I think,

Mmmqmnrm’doﬂ-!os.

Ave they Transvaal matives? - Uh, you are referring to
those who have come to work; those who have decided to Te-
side? .

Yes? « Transvaal natives; there may be a Fortuguese
native or two, and a lyassa or two.

But generslly they are Transvaal natives? - Yes, but a
useful proportion of othdrs as well; but chiefly Transvaal.

Any from the Cepe?! -~ Vexry few.

Swazis? - Yes, Swasis - chiefly lLow Country boys. Boys
from the colder regions are not suited to this climate.

Do you mow whether they keep up any comnection with
their chiefs, those who settle down like that? - The actual
original kraals on the farms do. For instance, our Swasi X
krasls on the farms are under a local chief; they also have
relatives in Swaziland, where they visit now and again. Others
do not; they look on the farmer as their "Chief™; that is the
tendency, becausc, you see, you have them there from all over
the country - different tribes, and so on.

Do they keep up & commection, and pay tribute, and seo
on? - I have a big percentage in the Selati where they are
underchiefs. Are you referring to the ones that decide to
reside on the famm?

Yes; I had been referring to them? - I would say they
would temd to get away from their chiefs.

And becoms detribalised? - Yes, they tend to, and they
tend to look on the owner of the farm as their chief in that
way .

Fow, these faxkiiws natives that get their fumilies to

reside/
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reside bn your farm, do they show signs of becoming European—
ised in their habits; do they have Buropean furniture, amnd
80 on? - Which? I am sorxy.

Those that bring their SRMAEHERE to reside there? - Jio,
not to any great extent; you get a percentage - a certain
type - that do; but there are others that prefer to stick
to their own tribal customs.

Do you provide them with houses? - No.

They erect their om? - Yes.

Of the ususl native type — round or square? - It dep-
ends on the tyibe. A cortain txibe prefers the round Rype
of building and building it in & certain way. The Nyassa,
for instance, he usually builds on the square. Evem in our
compounds - we have laid out a compound, and have a site for
every hut, a certain distance apart, and so on, and there we
allow them to build whatever type they like or are asccustom—
ed to, and we assist them with the material for the building
of the hut; but they build it as they think Slesk fit and as
they are accustomed to.

Have you any arrasgements for schooling; or are their
any arrangements in the neighbourhood for schooling for the
childrent = 0. There probsbly sre at Nelspruit. I kow
there is & gentlemen down here by the name of FPhillips,who
is running & mission station in the location: but we have no
actual schooling om the farm.

Have you looked into the guestion of whether the child-
ren are getting any education? - Ko. Ihﬂ.hﬂﬂnﬂ-:i
who would like to erect a mission stetion, and so on, on the
farm; and I have church people and othess who visit the fam;
I allow thém to visit there: but we have not arranged for
anybdy to build there.

¥e have been told, in a mumber of areas, that natives

t.mt...../. |
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tend to move away from farms bedause of the absence of educat—
ional facilities - and, as you had a large number of natives,
1 asked that question? - No, I have mot found that ®so. 1
suppose certain types may prefgr to trek away from farms on
mtdmmsthnuth-qm.lﬂ
understand certain types probably wishing to, but it has mot
shown itself there. I would be looking after them. Our labow
supply meens something to ws. I might mention that amomgst
our Swaszis we have some ¥ho are not st all keen on Sunday
School for their mkilrmx children.

I was not talking gbout Sunday School, but VWeekeday
School? - Well, Week-day Sclhiool. No, the boys come out from
Nelspruit, you see, and others just in the compounds, and they
do & little bit of teaching.

At night? - Yes, at might; but there is mo building - at
least, they have a building there, but there is no ome resid-
ing on the property doing it at all.

Have you any idea of the extent to which they attemd these
teachers at might; what proportion of your natives? = I should
say a small proportion. NHaturally there is a great tendemcy
amongst natives in gemeral to wish to get little books, read
them, and so on, and to educate themselves.

Have you made any arrangememts for recreation in your
compounds? « We try to encourage it. We have a Football rield
and supply the natives with footballs. But the local natives -
those from the kraals - do not guite understand Luropean games.
0f course, they have beem accustomed to hmting, and so on:
but we would like to emcourage the natives along other lines,
end we get them playing a bi$ of foct ball. That is about all.

You have not tried giving them moving pictures at nighty
— No, but I bhave thought over that.

Have...../
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Have you deen in touch with the Bantu Social Centre at
all, in Johannesbuxg 7 - Neo.

They could give you information as to how to do that ef-
fectively and cheaply? - 1 am very keen on looking after
them = I mean, giving them something that is healthy for them,
and 80 on, and, in particular recreation, because 1 do feel
that, having teken away their hnting - what they have been
accustomed to - we should give them something else. Of course,
they go in a lot for damcing; that they do quite a lot of on
their owm. Them, there are Beer Lrinks, and so on. Ais I sy,
I am getting them along with Football, but not to amy rapid
extent.

Do you find there is much erime amongst your natives; do
you have much trouble that way? - No; I think we have got as
good a crowd as anybody has.

They are very law-abiding? - Yes, very much 80, as a
crowd. You get individuals, of course, wio are otherwise.

MR, MOSTENG: Do you provide compounds for your single
ngtives? - Yes; only men are allowed & one compound; and
the married people are away at anothexr section of the ferm.

What type of compound do you provide? - Fothing but
the oxrdinary hut, as he builds it himself.

A native Imt? -~ Yes.

You mentioned that you give them three days tisiets when
when they work on Saturday/ afternoon and Sunday? - If they
work the whole of Saturday and Sunday, they get marked "three
days”.

That means, Saturday normally is the helf-day? - Yes.

Mr. LE ROUX VAN NIEKERK: I he works the whole of Satur-
day and Sunday, you mark him "three days"? - Yes, instesd of
two, because we use them sometimes on these days, if there is
something wgent 0 be dome, such as irrigation, or some other

work, /
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work.

Mr. MOSTERT: You sometimes go through the Native Re-
serves, do you not? - Yes.

What do you reckon is the yield, per scre, in either
Eaffir Coxn or Mealies? - Well, of course, that would vary,
according to the year. ' D

Take this last season? -~ lLast season they had fairly
good crops, on the Flats and also on the Hills, on account of
heavy rainfall in the hills and also a fairly wseful rainfall
on the flats. If it is good on the mountains, it is usually
poor in the flate; and if it is good on the flats, it is poorxr
on the mountains., In Graskop they arve buying mealies already.
Down here, I suppose they have ample; that is on the flats,
you see. Vhen the rainfall is high the flats get a good
‘rainfall. Well, as regards yield, I do not suppose there would
be more than about five bags at the outside.

Per mcre or per morgem? - To the acre, I am xeferring
t0. It depends on the year. You will get some natives with
patches of mealies, where they have good ground and a bit of
rainfall who will probably get tem; but then you have the
worked out parts, too, where they won't get more than about
‘three.

The CHAIRMAR: They would mot aversge five to the acre,
oven in a good year, would they? — No. As an average over :
mn area, I suppose that would be very good; but that I should |
say would ocour in a good area - an area that has not beem
worked out.

But, over the whole of the lands that they cultivate? -
I have really never gome into it sufficiently to say sccurate-
ly whether it averages out at three, or what; but their yield,
on the whole, is low.

FROF. LESTRARE: /
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FROF. LESTRATE: You mentioned a little while ago that
there was a certain difference between the Basutos snd the
Swazis, as regards the working of their womem. Would you ex-
plain that a little more clearly? You said the Basutos are
accustome d to their women working, and the Swaszis not. 1
suppose you mean that the Basutos are accustomed to theirx
women going out to work? - Yes.

And the Swazis not? - Yes.

But the Swazi women, for instance, do work in the tribe
7 « 0Oh, certainly.

Is that your considered opinion, that the Basutos are
accustomed to their women going out? - As I lnow the Swasi,
and as I know the Basuto, the Basuto think a lot less of let-
ting their women o out to work, The Swasi is mot too keen, in
a general way, on his women folk going out to work; but we know,
of course, that there are Swasi womeniho come over from Swasi-
land to Barbertomn, picking cottom, and so om: but, as a general
rule, the Swazi is very keem on keeping his womem folk at the
kraal .

n.wm:x-um&um.rw:tq
them? - Yes, to a very greatéxtent. _

Mr. Andrews, in Barberton, teold us he had got over that
by having compounds for the women a long sway away from the
men, and that the very stronmgest supervision was exercised to
see that no man ever came near the compound. He said, since
he has dome that he has had no difficulty? - Yes, I quite
believe that. That indicates that lhe probably feels similar to
what 1 do - that the Swazi is rather partiocular about where
mu-p‘lo'tul.

I think that is a very natural feeling? - Yes; but it

18¢.c04/
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is not 8o sarked in all tribes. It varies. It is strongex

in some thgn in others,

Have you engaged women %o work there om picking and
packing? « Yes; we were parteularly short of labour a
couple of years ago, and I brought a lot from Komatipooxt;
there were Shangsans and Swazis mixed, 1 think about a
hundred of them.

Were they satisfactory? - Well, they helped me through.
It was satisfactory for the time bein g; but most of my men l

would have preferred men to women workers; but then, they

had not been trained to work, or amything like tlat; they

were only raw, and took some settling down, and getting ‘

accustomed to the work. |
!hiinth&-bloﬂﬁumt-w-thattbym

not been trained? - Yes.
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(3) EPHRAIN ZWANE,
(2) DANIEL BAPELWA MAKIABY,
(3) ATHELL NQOLASE,
(4) STEPHSN Mrewa,

THI CHAIRMAN: Are you here in your representative
capsgity ?- (Mahlaby): We are here individuslly. We
shall epeak individually, but on behalf of others.

Which others ?= (Ngolase): #e have come to speak
on behalf of -tho natives living #ithin the loeal ares of
Nelspruit, of this town here.

Do any of you want to wake s statement ?- Yes. Ve
have come here to say that we wish %o =ee the Native Loono-
mic Commission and %o express our thants %0 the Soveram-nt
for having sent the Commisslion here. OQur grievance we want
to place before the Commission as sn appeal; wkiskxkx the
first request which we wish to make ie that the Govermment
should give to the natives who are required to take out
. passes one pass only, to be in force for one year in each
case, and to be operative in respect of the distriet in
whieh that native is living. TFor example, & native belong-
ing to the Barberton District would then be reguired tw have
only one pass in respect of that BSsrbertom District, snd he
would be free to move within that ares on that pass and he
ghould not be required to take out another. But when such
a native leaves the district he should take out a special
pass. What we particularly ssk for is that the pass
be made a pass to cover the whole of the distriet in
respect of each native who is now regquired to take out s
pass, instead of the present system. At present the natliye
who has %o carry a pass moves for example a distanes of
three miles and If he has not @ pass for that purpose he is
liable to be arrested. A native leaving Felsprult and
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going to ¥ayfield without & pass would be arrested. |lay-
field is 2§ miles away. %e are making a specisl sppeal to
the Government to help us in that recard,

! Our segond request to the Covernment ie to give us a
hospital for natives here at Nelspruit. The natives in
this dietrict ere numerous and in osse of illnese they have
no particular place to go to, they have no hosplital %o go
to. There are many notives who would like to go to hoe-
pital in cases of that kind, but they have nowhere to go
to. There was a case in July of this year where a native
wae seriously ill, and at last in desperation he was sent to
Barberton for an operation, bt before he reached the hos-
pital there, he died. Those are reasons why we ask for
a hospital for natives here,

Our third request is that the Government should give

us opportunities for rumming our own business - for example,
to keep trading stores and butcheries. Ve see that
throughout the country natives have no businesses of their
own. They are not sllowed to have businesses. When I say
that, I mean in country districts llke Helsprult, Here,
in such places, & native 1= not allowed to rum hles own
business. There are at least three or four applicants who
have applied to the Town Coumeil to run s bdusiness of their
own, but they have been refused. The first application so
far as we know was made In 1924 and they have been repeated
since, but unsuecessfully.

1 want to ask that the Covermment should essist to
have our wages ralsed sccordin: to our ability, and the
minimum wage should be 3/- per day, and 1t should Le raised
%o 4/~ per day as & man becomes more skilled. We natives
who have had the bemefit of becomins more or less influencead
by the white man's eivilization have learned to do things,
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and the white men like to employ people who are Letter

able to do the work than those who are mot se able, and

we think that we should be given more consideration., Here
the wage paid now to natives, the ordinsry wage, is very
small indeed; it is only 30/- per month, while the highest
amount paid so far as we know is £3 per month for natives.
That means that the native camnot live in a decent home,

nor ean he very well be satisfied. He has to pay his taxes
and pay his other dues to the loeal authorities. There are
hi®s rentals, whioch he also has to pay.

We alsv ask for the Goverament's assistance so thet
the natives who have to leave work should receive formal
notice. it is only a common thing here indeed that that
requiremsnt is not observed by the employers. “ammary
notice 18 giver instead of proper notice. #e would appeal. ‘
to the Government earefully to look into that and to help
us. Ve know that it is necessary for natives to be given
proper notice, but in spite of that faect it is not donme.
ihere are many instances that we could quote of that kind

at Nelsprulit, where natives have bLee dismlissed from their
exployment without having been ziven formal motice. A
native is not allowed %o stay in the location here for two
deys «ithout regeivin: proper authority. That means that
a persom who le dismissed from service like thet has really

nowhere to stay unless he can at once find snother job. l
That i® all I have to say. {
CHAIRMAN: Are you all married 7- Yes.
Are your families living in the arban loeation ?- Yes.
Do you recognise the authority of any chiefs ?- No.
What occupations do you follow ?= (Ngolase): I am
a teacher, (Mahlaby): I em an Overseer in the Locatlon.
(Zwane): 1 am dhe Pastor in charge of the Yelepruit Dis-
tréét and Barberton District Africa: Episeopalisn Church,
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the Ao, K,
With regard to wages, you mentioned 30/- to £3. Now

i want to know what wages a domestic serbent gets im Nels-
prult ?- (Mshlaby): Moot servants Iln kitehens are mere
youths, and they 30/- per momth, and they alsc have to pay
what 1o due ‘o the Government in taxes.

Do they get quarters and food ?- We think so.

Are there married natives wh se fumilies are living
in the locatlion engaged ae kitehen boys 7= Very few.

Boys working im shops, what do they get ?- From
£3 to £4.10.0.

Without food of course ?- Without food or quarters.

Hhat other kinde of cccupation are there ia the
urban sreas in which boye are occupied 7- Some work for
the Munleipality.

What are their wages ?- From 1/84. to 2/- per day.

With food and guarters 7= No, without food and guar-

ters.
Are there any others ?=- Some work at the loverm-

ment Experimental Farm near here.

And what wages do they get 7- 1 am not very cer-
tain, but I understand that sinee they are grown up men
they get 2/- per day, but they have to provide their own
food and querteres,

You t.uh the natives to be eable to start thelir own
businesses.x Are there any natives here who have the
capagity to do that ?= I think so. I think I have.

Are there any others ?- Yes, there are others heres
who can. '

You wish to have ome pass for a distriet ? Do the
natives in the distriet sufficlently kmow the boundaries of
the dlstrict 7= We do mot thlnk there can be very mugh

doubt about that, because pecple living in the plscge
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naturally know where the boundaries are. They have grown
up in the place.

Do you know that these boundaries have to be changed
ﬁo- time to time ?- That is slweys made known and 1t ls
also shown on the passes that are l-sued, Alterations are
shown there and the native chief ale:. knows what is done
and the natives are informed,

The pass only shows where the native resides, but it
does not say where the /lstrict begins and where 1t ends 7-
Yes, but if the ineidence of the boundaries is @ifferent
and if persons from ome distriect go to another, it showe
that. .t shows that he is im such and such a district.

My point i= that he does not neceesarily know the
boundaries of the districts, and therefore when the bLoundar-
ies are changed they transgress without knowing 1t ?- We
appreciate that very fully, but at the same time we do not
think that the Government should urge such ax reason in
opposition to our request, when we are asking that the
number of passes which we have should be reduced to one,

Do you consider that the uneducated nativee living in
the Reserves would bde sufficlently conversant with these
changes sc as not to make this proposal a dangerous one 7-
We think that more offence is caused Ly the present number
of documents which natives have to carry and to take out
than would be the case if they were all limited to one
document .

How, you said that the native who has left a long
time in the urban areas is able to do better work. ls it
your experience that such natives zet the Jobe which are
pald better ?- (Ngolase): Yes, I think so.

MR, MOSTERT: Lou said that you wished to have a
native hospital in Nelspruit. ig there a Suropean hos=pital

here 7- There is a nursing home here, but natives are not




564~ | |
admi tted to it. | J

‘MR. LE ROUXZ VAN WILx RX: Zou have spoken about ]
passes and you want to do mway with the pass system in the
distriet. Would you object if a native had to carry s pass
to drive cattle ?= We are not afraid of passes for driving
stock at all. _

How you spoke about nstives not belny allowed to
have their own businesses. I1f you were allowed to put ap
your own buviness in the locationwould that satisiy you 7=
That is what our appeal is for.

Your appeal 1s omly for the location 7= Yes, that is
all. That is what we are askins for.

I think you saild that the nalives are not alwaye
glven btiu that they have to leave their masters. ls that
the case with & boy who has been employed for a counsideraile
time, or do you find it is more the case with new voys? The
beas engages & boy for L1 or £2, btut when the month 1i» over
he finds the boy unsaltable and he tells him to go. Is
that the case, or ie it the case with boys who have been
in service for six moaths or more, and are they told to get
out at once ?= I am referrins to cases where that im done
in general terms. The master will taxe exgeptionk to what
the servant has done or u 't done, whether it ve a: gld ser-
vant or & new one, and he will give them persmptory notice
to leave - he ims dolng that Llllesally.

You said that you knew it was agelnet the law 7- Yes,
we know it, yet at the same time we do not kmow 1¢. I am

speaking for the people as a whole. A native does not al-
ways reslise what happens; he may s to a policeman and he
may lodge a complaint that somethi: s way be ione or nnt.uo

done . |
In whbat way do you want the Coverament to asct ¢ Do

Jou want the Uovernment to sot because the Loye who kmow
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that they oan complain do not do so, or do you want to
alter the law? The law is there today ¥- We understand
tpat the Uovermment hae Lts representatives for looking
after native interests, snd thst ls why we mention it snd

we want the Covermment to imculre into this., 4t le culte

e e s S I

true that the law is there, but there are very many natives
whoe know very little about the white man's ways. de have
Swazls for instance working 1a the dlstrict, and they are
ignorant of these matters, and therefore we -hould 1like all
this %o be looked into.

Now there are no complaints sbout the conditions undep
which you live in the locatliom, We take it that you are
on the whole satisfied with these conditions ?= No, on the fi
whole we are not satisfied, but the Commiselon her taken us |
by surprise; we did xmawx not know the Commission wus coming !
here at all; we only Just heard 1t.

What sre you not satiasfied with ae repards the loca-

tion ?= ime of the complalate we have for example is that
we have no suitable roads or streets in the location; it is
all Just earth, and it sets very muddy in wet westher.

Is thet all ?- (Mahlaby): The ares im -low-lying
and unhealthy; it is a fever urca. and when the wet weather *

§ e

comes the fever becomes rampant and we suffer. it e
swampy there. That is a serious complaint.
Is there a setter area whieh the ¥amiecipality could

give you ?= We see places which we consider would ve more
suitable, but we gannot dietate to the local muthority.
We take it that om the advice of the medical men Ekxt this
place was set aside for us.

Is there much beer drinkins gzolns on in the locstion
?- We arink beer, snd we have ulwaye drunt beer. We are
natives.

is there much beer sellin; ;= 1 @annot spesk with

much euthorlty on that, vecause i gm not Iintepes ted ln beer
]
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but I notiece that 1t is drunk and 1 snotiece thet there 1 =
1little selling here and there.

Just a 1itt)e ?~ It is not a thing that 1 c¢can speak
of, but I am told it is dome mm here and there in the loca~
tion. 1% is a country usage.

In other plages they tell us that the wages are too
low in the towns and that the women are therefore compelled
to make beer and sell it to the houséhold Loys?- I do not
deny that that applies here too, to s certain extent., Ve
who are a little enlightened realise that %that is a danger %o
our people. The danger is there, because it is not the
usual native beer which is umed in such canpes, dbut the danger
is the fermented concootions which are selid.

DR. ROBERTS: Do you think that your people would be
satisfied if a receipt were %t be taken as a pass all over,
that is & poll taux receipt ?- (Ngolasme): Yes, the rec=ipt
for the year, that is what we sen$. We thiak that 1f the
recelpt or some other document were allowed, it would be
much better than what we have uvow.

If it is quite imposasible ng yet for a hospital %o be
built here, would you be satisfied with a nursing home, Lf
the Government sent a nurse ?- The smalliest help wpuld
Le welcome here.

I1s there a sehool in the location ?- I am not quite
clear. There is a school, there.

Do the children attend regularly ?- Apart from those
" who come from the farms they all attend the schools.

Do most of the children in the district mo te
~ school 7~ There are far more who do not go tv school
than who go to school.
Would you be in favour of compulsory edasstion ia the
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location and Pgot outside ?- Yes, Sir. Ve appealed for 1%,
bat the natives here are still rather backward. We contem-
plate building a boarding-sehool for sehoel childrem,to bring
them under our control.
There is & “ouncil of six, isn't there, in the loca-
tion 7= Yee, it has been Jjust sppointed - im July. I
understand there are alx members of it.
Why was not that appointed vefore ?- I do not know,
Have you esver urged thet the Council should be
appointed ?- No, but 1 hesmsd that representations had been
made in the past.
THL CHAIRMAN: If compulsory education in the loca-
tions could be introduged, up tc what standard do you think

it should be enforeed ?- 1 should say up to Standard V.
MR, MOSTERT: You were saylng that you were golng to
erect a hostel for native ehildren ?- We have sectually uvegun.

That is not at the location but at the mission station.
What would & ehild cost per month ?- We have not

yet decided on that agtuslly - we have not decided what we
will charge, but only as a beglnaing we shall tr? to charge
them only 7/64. per quarter.

That would be 2/6d. per month ?- Yes, that is sll.

Would that be the cost or would you make something
out of 1t 7= (Missionaries do not make a profit out of their
wor K.

would that 7/6d, bve for board ?- 1t would be for
board and lodging.

In other worde, it would be 14, per day 7- Yes, that
is the begimning which we are making., Ve may decide later
on to inerease 1%.

You must obviously make a biz loss on that; who is
going to pay for that ?- We have not thought of thet.
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MR. LUCAS: The fown Clerk: and the location Super-
intendent told us that there were threes natives here working
for themselves - the one a tallor, ome & daker, and one 2
shoemaker 7= (Mahlaby): Yes, that is so.

Have they any employeee working for them i-= (Mtetwa):
I am the tailor, and I have a man working for me.

Where did you learn your trade 7~ 1 have not
learnt tailoring; I employ someone who can do It.

Is your employee s native ?- Yes.

#here did he learn his trade, can you tell us ?- Vo,
I do not know.

Can you tell us who does the cutting 7- Ny employee
does it.

What customers do you have, are they all natives, or
some luropeans, or coloured people ?- Moatly white people;
the natives are disappointing.

And where i@= your workshop 7- My workshep is in
the location. 1 do all my work there.

And do the white people come there, or does your man
ge to them ?- Both, they come to me or we gzo to them.

n/z’;n;o’un tailor in Welspruit 7= No, thers is
no white man here; I am the only tallor.

And the baker, has he any employees ?- (lahlaby):
No; he keeps a kaffir eating-house.

Has he any employees ?- No, he rums it all by him-
self - he and his wife.

Bow long have you had your tailorinz business ?-
(Mtetwa): I have had i1t for five months,

Had you had one anywhere else 7- No; L was in
the employ of the iallways before that.

Fow, this man whe works for you here, in Nelspruit:

where was he working before 7- He was near here,
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He was near hers when you started, io that it 7-

He was st Komatipoort when + started, ovut when Be worked at
witbank I knew him, ®#0 I got him to come sud work for me.

Do you keep oloth iu stook, ot do you have patterne?-
I have a great deal of xhakl in stoek, bat for the rest I
use patterns,

Do you buy the cloth, or does the eustomer bLring his
own gloth and you make it up ¥~ “ometimes the customer
brings his own cloth, or sometimes [ et it for him from a
pattern which he neleots.

Well, 1f the customer Lrings his own cloth tu mmke
up, what do you charge him - Lf the castomer Lrings kis
own c¢loth 1 charge him £2 for my labour only.

Do you supply what i» called trimming, and the
lining, and the buttons, mnd the thread ?-= No. The

|
client bringe everything. In that case [ do the work only. i

MR, LE ROUX VAN DPISKERE: “hat do you charge for s ‘J
suit if you supply the oloth; what i= the hishest price L
which you charge 7= The highest I 1ave ever asked is '
£85.15,0. for one sult, supplyins everything myself. 1 had te
apply to the Town Clerk for permissiun to buy snd sell second-
hand clothes, but my applleation was refused.

It has veen urged on the Commission that sreater

fecilities should be given to natives In the location, that 5
ie, thet they should have the ri ht ‘v bay their own plots i
and today you have urged us that you should be siven trading
rigzhtes here. Now, say, that the Jovernment wers %o agree to 4
that ? ©Of course, we 40 not tnow what the lovernment im

golng %o do, but assuming that they were to agres %o that, ?

would you pecple think it an InjJustice 1€ the Govermment were |

to limit the natives %o acquire trading ri hte or to acguire
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building plots in thelr ows name to natives whd have resided
in the location for a comsidersble time, say ten years or S0

?= (Zwane): Uy opinion ia that 1t would be better %o
restrict such privilwes %o native occapants who have for
somé time lived in the locatlion.

MR. LUCAS: What do you pay your employee who worke
for you in the tallor's shop ?- (Mtetwa): I pay him
£5, and T give him food and guarters,

But you do not knuow where he got his training 7-
Bo, I do not kmow, (Mahlaby): L happenm to kmow that
this tallor learned his business in Portuzaese Terrltory.

Is there a sohool sctually in the location T-
(Ngolase): Yes, there is one.

Who runs it ?- 1%t is a mission school.

Whick Mission ?7- The Wesleyan ¥ission ruane it.

Is that the oaly school thet is in the loecation P-

Yes, that is the only sghool which is sctually in the loeca-
tion, but there is another ohe near by.

THE COMMISSION AWOURNED AT 6.8 pem., and
SUBSEQUENTLY PROCEEDED TO LYDENBURG, WHERR
HEMBERS ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 16th, 193C.
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