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separste entity. Evaton I take it is nét under the control
of Johanmesburg.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIEKERK: You said that the native
trade was of considerable importance, and you compared the
native trade with other trades You also pointed out
that whenever anything was put up for the natives, buildihgzs
and so on, Europeans were employed and you considered that
natives should be put on to that class of work 7- Yes,
wherever possible.

Now, on the question of employing natives in the shops
and so on. If they had to employ white people amnd give them
higher wages, it would not make much difference to the trade
iteelf ?- Well, T do not kmow that. The idea is that
you would employ fewer white people. Of course, if you
eould increase the native employment it would open the way
to further development. If you employ more natives, if
you give them better wages, it means more trade. I do
not know whether I am maging myself clear, but I want to
point out that for instance sixpence rise in the wages of
natives would mean an enormous addition.

Why should you employ less white people 7= 1 take it
thaet the wages cannot stand it. Do you think that they
would employ the same number of white people as they do of
natives?

Either the native must not be able te do the same
amount of work as a white man or you must employ the same
number ?- I always understood that the position was that
the white man required less supervision than the native
and that for that rescon you employ more natives than white
men. That I think is the idea.
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Now,you state that the chief reason why the natives
leave the location to zo out to work is to procure clothos.f :
Do you think that that was the originsl idea of the native )
in going out? Was not the original idea to enable him to
get money to pay lobola end to zet wivea ?- That was so
for the boy, yes, but a tremenious number of zirls pass
throush here to Johannesbur, aud Pretoria, especially from
the Manabilo Location. Large numbers go from there and
they defimitely so with the idea to zet money to buy clothes.

IIt is sald as a fact that many of these boys do not
supply their families with money when they go out ?- !'oi,
unfortunately that is so.

That may be one of the causes why these girls have
to go out to work 7- Yes, that is so.

You sgy that one of the attraections is the great
excitement which the natives find in the towns ?- Undoubdbtedly.

You =poke of the desertion of wives by natives. Now,
how would you remedy that? You went provision te ve made for
the wife to go to town, or do you want some drastic measures

againet the native men ?- 1 want the native labourer to

have provision made for him s¢ that he can have home life

where ho lives. My contention is, and alwaye has been, that

the natives must have their own home 1life with their families.
Do not you think that the native who has ./22;‘. in the

lccation, where he is allowed to ploash and so on, sud to

graze his cattle, where his wife works on the land, iz in

& better position when he poes tc town to earn money than -

the native who has to bring his wife to town ?- Oh yes, I do.
Why do yo#i want to change that them ?- 1T do not want to

change that, but I want those who are in the reserces to stay

there.

e i Tl
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Why should he bring his wives in ? Do you mean
those who are permanently here already? If you think it is

better for him to leave his wives in the reserve and send
his money back, then why should we encourage bringing the
wives to the towns ?- Ho, you misunderstand me. I do not
want to euncourage the wives coming to the towns. And it
appears to me to be tco big a proportion to ssy that every
native man who goes to work im town shall take his family
with him, but [ want to reduce, if I can, the difficulties
raised by their doing so. I am thinking chiefly of those
who are not living in reserves but who for long periods
have not lived in reserves. In my view the best thing is
to leave what is tolerable, what has to be tolerated, and
therefore leave the reservesz as they are and certainly not
encourage any movement from the reserves; bat all the
people who have for long periods been away from the re-
serves should be encouraged to live decent lives and we
should try and provide degent lives for them and also for
their families. |

You said that a native woman earned 10/- for washing,
surely 10/~ is very low ? They must take in more than
one family's washing ?- They combine. Three women will
combine and get three families' washing; mnot more than
that. Also they have to buy their own firewcod, which is
expensive. They burn wood here, which is cheaper than
coal, and then they have also zot to buy their own scap. e
People who employ washerwomen do not as a rule provide
#oap, and where they do they pay them less.

Would you allow & mtivol in a township to have pro-

perty ?- Yes.
And would you sllow that to be registered in his own

name 7= Yes, I would allow it to be registered in his o

name and it should be freehold property.
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If we are to establish these townships with freehold
plote, it might be a great inducement to the natives to
trek into these townehips and in time you may have an enor-
mous population of natives on the outskirts of the towm 7-
Fo, I think you have to preserve the distance.

That does not matter so much. Do you think we should
put a limit on the number o:mm-utﬁnn and live
here, or a limit of a different kind? Say & man who has
been in an urban srea for ten years. Say you are a detri-
Balised native, you can live there in that gase, or do
you think it ought to be open to everyome ?- No, I do mot
think 1t should be open. :

As regards the question of rent, from the point of

view of the ‘uniclipslity, do you think they are over-charging
on the expenditure 7= They claim that 1%t ls not in their
hands wnd that the shortness of the loan makes it necessary
for them to charge what they do. 1 for one than the
houses cost more than they need have cost, They were put out

to contrasct.
You think that s cheaper method of building could be

undertaken ?- Yee, I certainly think so, snd it would yet
be an ecomomic propesitiosn,

Do you think the standard of the house is too high for
the native 7= No; they are quite good for a family, but a
great number of them have only two rooms.

Could they put down a simpler and cheaper house 7-
1 think A&t could be done more cheaply, but it would not deo
to reduce the cost of the house. The eoet of the labour
could be reduced undoubtedly.

Now, as regards & minimam wage, eould you give wus a
table on which you would like to base your minimum wage 7=
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?= I have a list of budgets of families here, but I am
afrald they do not help very much. The variation between
what they earn and what they spend is so amazing that

you cannot do & great deal with them. 1 put some of
these before lord Selborne when he wes hers, and this is
what he wrote back to me: "I csonot believe 1%; 1t is a
pity to let people have a statement like this™. I replied
Shat 1 could not get away from this variation.

You spoke about the question of natives deserting
from ferme and coming to town and being arrested. Surely
they have fulfilled their comtract of ninety days? What are
they arrested for 7= They have to have s permit from
the farmer.

How can the farmer refuse %o give a permit 7- 1 do
not know how he can, but he does.

But surely that is a breach of the law, iIf the man
has completed his contract 7- Yes, but there are ways out.
Over and over again 1 have known of cases of that kind hap-
pening. The lsbourer has gone to the nearest police sta-
tion to get & permit because the farmer would not give it
and the farmer follows that man and has him arrested for
desertion, He has left the farm without the farmer's
permiseion, and he is arrested.

But no farmer can arrest a native 7- But the police
-do it.

No farmer can lay a charge of desertion if the na-
tive hes fulfilled his contract 7= It ie dome none the less.

But they would have a case in court against the far-
mer 7= All the same it is done.

Bn the gquestion of cows, I belleve that it is some-
thing very important that the childrem should have milk.

We understand that a native is allowed to have cowe on this
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municipal commomage. It is so at “guls Trichardt. Are you
sure that they cannot keep a cow here 7- | know that we
wanted to get some milk for our saternity home in the
location, but there was no one who had a cow.

That is another question; they may be too poor to
have cows 7- Yes.

Now, on this question of food and mealle meal. Have
you sny facts from which you can state that they cannot do
the heavy work which they do on mealie meal alone? It is &
romarkable thing that natives are fed on mealie meal in
their own kreals and by the farmers and they get fat on it.
They get mealle meal and skimmed milk 7= If they get
skimmed milk, yes.

Yes, but many farmers do not give them ckimmed milk
T You can get qulite fat on mealle meal, but my conten-
tion ie that it is a very bad ratiom. Speaking selentifi-
cally it is hopeless.

Have you got personsl experience of it ?- Chemically
you must have certain factors in your diet., You do not get
all the vitamins that you need out of mealie meal alone.
You can ask any doctor. You can grow besutifully fat on it,
but all the same 1t ig not a good ration.

You spoke about these natives beins summarily arrested.
Vo you mean khx to suggest that they are differently trested
from what white men are 7~ Certainly, they think twice
be fore they summarily arrest a white man. O©f course, if a
white man is seen stealing or sctually committing a crime,
they would arrest him summarily, but not otherwise. I oould
give you gentdemen a very sood idea of what happens here.
There is @ line of shops &t Yones' corner, from Jonee' corner

onwards, and over and over again for the last five years I



-417=
have had these cases. Some boy is sent by his employer
with a card to bay this or that, or to get an order. There
is & white policeman parading there. He has seen the natlive
boy get out of the car and look at the window, and the
policeman has arrested the boy Lefore he omn get into the
shop. He has summarily arrested him, and [ want to say
this, too, 1 know thet the native who i® clvilised is much
more likely to be arrested thanm the native who is not eivil-
ised. There ie a general feeling amons the police "I hate
these civilised kaffirs.”

It wae said here the day bvefors yesterday by some
native witnesses that they cunnot live on the wages which
they sarn here, and therefore they have %o sell kaffir beer
and moreover there is a large amount of thieving by the
natives going on. Have you any knowledge of that 7- Yes,

1 have.

Do they steal a lot to make ends meet 7- Yes, there
is a certain amount of store-hreaking and house-breaking by
natives, especially for clothes. 3

That would be an osearrence which would not happen
every day; 1t is occcasional; but do you find that ordinary
natives who work in shops lay their hands on things which
do not belong to them ?- Noj in the ordinary way.

I myeself have never lest anything. I have been here for
ten years and 1 have never had anything stolen, and I have
kxxe chickens and other things mbout the place.

MAJOR ANDERSON: You are a member of the Joimnt Council
7= Yes.

Hae it worked lons emough %o enable you to form an
opinion on its utility 7= It has worked nearly foar

years,
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Do you find it doing gwod work ?- 1t does not
do mearly all some members would like it to do. I am in
the unpleasant position sometimes of being Chalrman of the
Council, and both sides speak perfectly openly, whites and
natives, and it is sometimes like sitting omn & barrel of
gunpowder. Things get quite exeliting. Of course, if
works; that is ome thing, but I have beem in considerable
diffioulty in consequencs of it, because they all kmow I am
Chairman and they all come down on me, Béing Viear of
the English Church I lose subseriptions through it. I think
that 18 proof of the fact that it works. I had to go %o
the gacl the other day to enquire as kindly as I could about
gertain treatment of women prisonmers. I have not been wel-
come there since. I had %o o t% the location to see snbout
something, and I have lost my welcome into a lot of houses.
That is proof of the fact that 1t is working and doing
things. V£ coutse, it is difficult. We have exiremily good
men, Buropeans, on it. We have one of the lawyers hern who,
certainly for 25 years, has stood by the natives, although
he has kxkxfxxpumizikxthsm: been done ‘own Ly them over and
over again. An inspesctor of schools is on' it, and a doetor

is on it as well, and so on.

MR, LUCAS: You say that you have bLeen here for ten
years 2- Yes.

In that time have you notieed any change in tho .ttitndc
of the native towards the whites ?-- The attitude here is very
good. I have noticed a difference on the Reef. When I was
back there last I noticed that 1t had not improved, btbut I feel
that the sttitude of the natives towards the whites here is

very good.
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MR, JOHN MORROW RICHARDS®#, called and examined:

THE CHAIGMAN: What are you ?- (Mr. Richardson):
I am Resident Magistrate at Pietersburg.

I understand you wish to make a statement dealing
particularly with the Pass laws ?- 1 jJjust wanted to say
as the lesident MMgistrate of Pietersbturz that I have com-
pleted forty years' service and have Leen stationed in var-
ious districts -~ in the Cape Province, Germangy South-West
Africa and the Tramsvaal, and that I have taken the oppor-
tunity therefore during many years of comparing the Pass
Laws in these various Provinces. [ take it that this
Commission at the beginning of their labours would like to
know the experience of one who has hnd:ﬁny years' working
with Pass Law cases in the courts, so that, se they go along
to the other FProvinges,they also will be able to compare
the Pass lLaws there, I take 1t it is very desirable that
the farmere obtein labour. The farmers can get labour they
require. I find it is very necessary that the natives them-
selves should have these farms to 20 to,%o work. We know
that on many farme there is a shatage of labour. I would
like to tell you that down in the Cape Provinece amongst all
our large number of cases in the big clties and districte
we never have any Pass law cases; such s thing as a Pass Law
case is unknown; we never have them in the courts at all.
The natives who want to go and look for work om the farms
Just go and look for it. There are many more natives in
the Oape Province than there are in the Transvaal. It is
much easier for the native and better for the farmer. The
farmer stands at his house and the boy comes up and asks for
work,and he gets 1%, 1f he does not get 1t there he
trekes to the nextx farm and gete work there. They do mot

have all these restrictions pf having 80 meny days within
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which to look for work. The result is, it i® very much
easier for the boys to get work. I would like you to
realise it is not an experiment, it {e & fact - the law
that has existed for many years, and you never hear x the
farmers complaingng about 1t; it works well. After all,
the Transvaal Law of the Republican days - Aet 13 of 1880 -
is framed on Act 15 of 1856 and Act 18 of 1873.

MR, LUCAS: Is that the Masters and Servants Act ?-
Yesg; the Masters and Servants Act of the Trancvaal is
really similar.to the old Cape Acts. If you compare them
you will find they are nearly sll the seme and were es-
tablished long before the Transvaal Law. In the Republi-
can Days they had these laws sc that from that day to now
they have never had passes. You might say, "what are you
going to do with a boy® who might trek from his farmg}
without getting a trek pass?” If a boy treks without a
trek pass he gets caught and goes up for ftrial. One man
sald "If we had such a law, what is going to prevent these
boys getting into the train and going to Johamnesburg?"
Where you have not got passee, it simply means if a man
breaks the law he 18 arrested. These pass laws hinder
the people from getting labour. I sappose the people up
here are 80 used to them that they do mot realise what is
taking place in the other ‘rovinces. Most of them are
really unnegessary. I would like Jjust %o read you a letter
I wrote to the Doverament oh that subject, if I may.

THE CHAIRMAN: Oertainly ?-= This le after being at
Lichtenburg on the Diggings, where we had 60,000 natives.
I was Magistrate at the Dizgings for some years at
Lichtenburg:
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"The “ecretary for Native Affairs, Pretoria,

Transvaal Pass Laws.
Your minute N0.,105/170,0f the 6th Ugtober last, rdfers.

It was my intention to aneslyse the J’ass Lawe in detail and

to make recommendations as to their revision, but the more

1 thiak over them the more convinged I am that they should all
be abolished, except that natives moving about with stoek
should be required to have a pass for such stook, and that

the law requiring natives to have pusses to be out after

9 pem., in certain areas remain in force.”

I had written asking if I would be in order in ex-
pressing my opinion, and he said yen, "I would like to hear
it."

"I respectfully ub-'u that the Pass Lawe as enforced
in the Cape Province are sufficient to meet all requirements,
except perhaps for the actusl mines themselves. [ have no
experience in regard to the mines but even there some local
arrangement could be made.

*I have had to deal as Native Commissioner with very

many thousands of natives on the Lichtenburg Diggings ander
the Native labour Areas Aot for the last two years. There

was a time when for many months we had no pass officers

on the Digginge and all the Pass laws there were a dead
letter. There were then many more natives than at present.
1 do not see that there has been any improvement in their
behaviour since the Pass Laws have lbeen #nforced. On the con=-
trary, since the Raids for Passes our gaols have been filled
with natives, who otherwise would never have found thelr way
into the gzsol, which is very undesirable. The 1/- a month
registration fee brings in reven e, but 18 it worth while?
The police have to spend a great deal of their time riding
about after these natives, who are not really more to blame
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"than the master who fails to register them. The police
seldom refer to the ocard system records to trace natives,
nor do the courts, except to condemn natives for not having
registerd themselves.,"

These are the two laws we have in the Qape Frovinee:
no nstive can walk sbout - if he has one sheep he must have
a pass; whatever stoek he hes he must have a pass, The
other one i=, after 9 o'clock at night in the towns he
mast have o pass, Those are the two lawe in force down
there, and they are the only two we had,

"It is necessary in the Cape ‘rovinece to give na-
tives passe® when progeeding into the Northern Frovinees,
wherees in the Jape Frovince itself they are allowed to

travel from QGape Town to Port St.Johns without & pass.
In consequence of Hegulations 27 and "8 of the Genersl
Fass laws, | am seriously considering getting rid of my
native male servants and engaging females. If women are

allowed to be without these passes, why not the nen?
"If the sbove suggestione are carried out the natives

would be more comtented, 1 have had a very wide experience
in the Cape Frovince, and respectfully submit that the advan-
tages to be sained by these laws are far ocutwelighed by the
disadvantages.

"The reeeipt for tax, which natives are required to
carry under Act 41 of 1925 may be sufficient for identifi-
cation purposes., In such cases all native males would
only be too amxious to pay the tax, asd they would take
good ecare to have their recsipts on their persons. These
receipts should be printed onm stronger paper and noted in
a emall oardboard case like pass-port, with the photograph
of the nmative inside and his finger-prints, if necessary.
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“The remewals could be marked on the passport cover year
after year. If passporte get lost duplicates could be
provided at a nominal fee.

"A% present 1t ls very difficult to prove that a
native who ir charged with not having pald his tax has
not really peid. If this passport system was introduced,
with each payment entered therein, sand the mumber of the
receipt, then the proposed amended Aet, putting the onus
on the socused to prove he has paid, could be introduced.

"I realise there would be a difficulty in regard
%o natives coming from non-Union native areas, but they
oculd be required to carry a passport by arrangement with
their respective Governments." I have got rid of my
native men; I won't have them. With reapect to the

last parsgraph, under Aot 41 of 1925, every native has to
pay a pound tax, I have just put in that last part Just
to say that when he paye that £1 tax he is always given
a receipt. That receipt ought to be sufficient for his
identification., He would only be too saxious then to pay
ap. 1 am only talking now in order to M'hlm
easier it would be for the farmer and the native and that
whenever the latter wants %o go snd look for work he would
not have % have this pass. When you go down %o the
Cape Province and take the evidene: of the farmers there
you will see that they do not want the Pass laws -

none of them, The prewent system is working well. Here
you are being hampered with time wastage and the expense
of all the officlials and everybody else, There is one
other big subject, Just before we pass from that, that

is the registration of natives under the Hative lLabour
Areas Act. You will see by the amendment passed last
Session that full power is given to deal with men under
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the Native Labour Areas Aet who are in the locations and
the towns and who sre idling and do mot work. You will
remenber all "Iho mayors met and complained that they aid
not have sufflcient power to get rid of these people. A
new ot was passed last Session, which now gives them
sbsolute power to get rid of any native in these loca-
tions who is a thoroughly bad character, and so on. You
will find that in section 17 of the new Aet under numerous
headings.

Mi. LUCAS: Do you remember the number or the name
of the Act you are mentioning ?- The Native Urdan Aress
(imendment) Aet. Here is the section: "Whenever in any
urben area s native is habituslly unemployed”, smd then
it goes on to say he may be sent out of the locationm - and
there are various other things.

DR. ROBERTS; It says more than that ?= Oh yes;
there are various headings. What 1 want to point out,
gentlemen, is this. Of course, this point I am just
putting up for consideration is this question about the
Urban Areas Act. It seems to me, looking at these Regula-
tioms here, you have the power under this amendment; in-
stead of these men having % go and stand for days at
the Native Affairs Office registering contracts,ixxpxihuws
Xxxyyxuan XX the reglstration of contraects ':l: ::m
optional; that is to say, a municipality could ask
that the Native Areas Aot be enforced, but mt’iu*un
12 of that Act, which deals with the reglstration of
contracts, could be made optional, it would answer ‘the
purpose. They would then be able to provide for the
registration of contracts under the Urban Areas Act If
they =0 wished.. As you know, a large number of dlis-

triots in the country do not aveil themselves of thok
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provisions of the Urban Areas Agt = guite big towns -
in the Cape. If you go down to the Cape Province I
think you will find there are very tn/::;:. where it is
in force., What il= the resul$? You can z0 to this office
here and find large numbers of natives standin; aroand;
they have to stand there all day, because the officials
are busy, %o get their contracts registered. The natives
have to leave their work and stand about to get thelir
contrscts registered. 1 say that should be made option-
al. If a manicipality thinks it is not worth while, why
have it at all? You will see the point there, and no
doubt you will look into it. This is another letter I
would Just like to mention., I think on the guestion og
the pass laws that ie really all I have to say. Now, with
rezard to labour on farms, This is another letter I wrote
to the Secretary for Native Affairs:
"The Jecretary for Native Affairs, Pretoria.
Hative Iabour on Farms:
In view of spproaching lesgislation, the shortsge of
native labour om farms in South Afries and the great
shortage of land for matives, I submit for consideration
thaet Aet 27 of 1913 be so amended that Buropean farmers
be allowed to enter inte leases for a period not exgeeding
three years, for the hire of smell portions of their
farms to natives for sgricaltural purposes only, and
to grage a limited number of stocks If & farmer does xm
s0o now he is immediatelu prosecuted. The meximum portion
to be leased could be fixed, leases should be invalid
unless signed before & magistrate, Native Commissioner
or Justice of the Peace. PFrovisions could be made to

prevent squatting.
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"The natives are gradually deserting the farms for
the mines, and the urbvan areas, owing to better pay,
housing and regulsr hours. There is no doubt on many
farms, as our court records will show, netives are very
badly paid and fed, and so they leave for the mines,
where they are well catered for in every way.

"The present system which hae been brought into pree-
tice to avold Act 27 of 1913, where the farmer ploughs
and sows say four agres of land, the proceeds to go %o
the natives for thelr servicesy three months our uz the
year and 80 on is not working satisfectorily. Disputes
arise and oases frequently find their way into the
court, and both parties becoming dissatisfied, and the

natives drift away.
"After all, farmers will always require native labour,
but the fset is there is am every-ingreasins demand for

native labour elsewhere, and the -itortm is Qwindling

all the time on the farms. DMoreover, the "pgpor whites”
are drifting to the towms toe.

"There are vast areas of land lying idle on large farms
throughout the land., A farmer would soon cease to lease
land to native families, who did mot provide him with
labour., In my opinion the lease should not be made
dependant on the supply of labour, as, if that was so,
one would have the 0ld ever-lasting disputes, but where
leases existed labour would as a rule follow. South
Afriea would benefit, es there would be & much larger
production of cerecals,purchases of implements, etc., and
it would tend to the generzl contentment of the farming
communi ty and the natives.

"It is an obviously Juet thing to do, in view of the
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insufficiency of lend for natives for spricultural pur-
poses. This is directly sgsinst the recommeniation
of the old Fative Affairs Commission, but I thiank it is
about time there was a change in the laws This pllll sys-
tem in the Transvaal, too, drives the natives %o the
town. 1 have written you before on this subject.

"I have seen the remarks of Mr. R.W. Thormton, Direc-

tor of Native Agriculture for the Union, in the enclosed
cutting, and he rightly points out thet these large gues-
tions require a common policy to be solved by co-operation
of all the States in this Continent, but thies will take
years.,

"Heantime the shortage of native labour ls belng
felt on the farms, and I respectfully submit the ebove

recommendations for the comsideration of the Minister."
I think that Jjust deals briefly with the guestion of
Aot 27 of 1913, 1 should mos like to hand in these doou-
mente the Chalrman asked for. Mr, Chairman, this is the
list you asked for of the natives employed inm this town,
showing their various wages, and so forth; that is taken

from the registration contracts. ind thie is the extent

of the population of native locations in the Pletersburg
District and the business carried on by natives. I thousght
you might find that interesting. We hud that prepared. This
is the native revenue paid into the offices for the ysar ending
the 30th June. I would Just like to say there is one more

question; I think 1t my duty to point this out. Although
we know very many farmers treat thelr servants very well and

have no difficulty in getting labous, stlll on the other
hand we know that some of the farmers do not treay their
servants well. I may say that in Pieteraburg the natives are
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well-aff, but I could name some districts where I have
been the Hagistrate and where I specially had this recorded
in the evidence in certaln cases where I put the questions
to the farmers, where it is necessary in the interests of
Justice, and these facts can be seen from those records;
From the questions I put to the farmers and servante them-
selves I found that in some cases men with femilies only
received very small wagees -~ 10/= to 15/~ & month and re-
tions on Saturdaye; they were sometimes of course without
meat, where they had families, and had %o buy blankets for
the ohildren and all that kind of thing, on a small wage.
Of course, one oan underst:nd in such cases on such farms
the natives would be very dissatisfled. On the other hand,

I am glad to say of course that that 18 not the case with
the great majority of the farmers. The great majority of
the farmers trdat their servants well. There are cases where
that is done and it certainly oreates a bad impressiom. I
cannot help thinking, althoush we know the farmers have a
difficult time, that in some way there should be some minimum
sonle fixed both as to the pay and ratioms, If the Commis-
sion could ask or recommend some fixed mimimunm scale with
regard to pay and rations om farms I think it would tend
to make it a great deal easier %0 get labour on the farms.
One of the farmers told me this morning he could not get any
labour even in this district for his farm; but I think that
should be considered.

THY CHAIZMAN: You referred to passes beling neces-
sary in the di-tricte where there are mines . Of course,
et that time you hed had & lot of experienge on the Wit-
watersrand 7= Yes.

1 take it you mesnt labour districts ?- Yes, under
the Native Iabour Act, such s on the mines there, where
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they have large numbers of natives, it might be necessary,
as I put in my letter, %o have some local control.

Has your experience ay Bemomi changed your opinion
in that respect at all - Yes; well, I have often thought
over that. I do not know sbout that. Of course, on the
mines they have sll their contracte duly sigmed, end as I
put in this letter here, I think they might have some local
arrangement, "I have no experienge in regard to the mines,
but even there some local arrangement could be made." Since
Shen 1 have had experiemge on the mines, and have come into
contaect with that, It is a very big guestion to answer off-
hand, There is such a tremendous populstion on the mines
that 1t might be negessary to have some local arrangement.

You stand by the opimion there, which is a matter

for further consideration ?- Yes.

You propose that the guestion of finding & native,
where he is wanted by Justice, should be dealt with by an
identification book which the native would carrxy 7- Yes.
"The regeipt for tax, which natives are required to carry
ander Act 41 of 1925, may ve sufficient for identif.cation

purposes, In such cases all native males wou.d only be too
anxious to pay the tay, and they would take good ecare %o
have their receipts on their persons. These receipts should

be printed on stronger paper and noted in & small cardboard

case like pessports, with the photograph of the native
ineide and hie finger prints, if necessary."™ I think if
you had that and your identification for all natives, and
that they must carry it, 1t would act as their receipt toe.
ME, LE ROUX VAY FNIEXERK:; What is your opiniom; has
the native in the Cape attained a higher standard of civili-
xation then the Iransvaal native ?- I think in certain
parte they have; in certain parts of the Zastern Provinee
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I think they are more developed as far as civilization
is concerned, and the native territories.

Un thie question of the native territories and Bechu-
analand, you have prectically mno large native locations
like you have in the Transvaal here ?- Well, take Cape
Town, Port Elizabeth and Zsst Iondon - take Cape Town for
instange, There is a very bigs populatiom.

MR. LICAS: You mean the reserves, do you not Mr.
van Niekerk ?- (WITHESS): I was Magistrate at Keiskama-
hoek, Middeldrift; and Herschal, with 5,000 inhabitants.
Keiskamahoek has 30,000, Take Middeldrift,thers are big
reserves. Take Peddie; there are many where you have
blgger reserves than these.

MR, IZ ROUX VAN NIBKERK: Do mot you think the
state of our natives today is still somewhat barbarcus -
especially in the Transvaal? It would be rather difficuld
to abolish the pass laws altogether ?- Well, I do mnot know.
You have just as ignorant natives down there. In practice
you know there are a lot of natives who do move about
without passes, You will find in certain parts that the
law is not being enforced very ﬁtletlt.. and that in other
parte it is, with reference to their moving about without
passes. You will find in certain cases the chiefs them-
selves ;ive the passes, and that the natives go out with
these passes. You will find in certain parte that the
police do not enforee those regulations too guiekly in the
ordinary u‘r. whereas in other parts they arrest them at
onge., As a matter of fact, so far as registratidsh in the
towns is concerned, too, you will sometimes find that na-
tives have been there for months before it is discovered
they have not been working. Nobody goes round wnd goes
through all these passes. I think you would have a much
more satisfied native community, and I think 1% would help
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the farmer. | do mot Whlsk one san enerellse and say
thess matives are »o far tehisd. If you look sdout the
Cape you will fisd Just as smeny satives 4o fur bebind
an others. A 1ot of thess satives have come frem the
north; althoush they mostly belong %o Mt sountry I think
maay of them are Just as wokward, snd yut mauy f thes
Bever ot passes. Thers lep mo treubls with them. The
matives would b much happiere An 10 is mow 1he natives
oannot move aboutl w0 freely beoscse the pelioce srrest
them. o lomg &% Jou make thess Swe lami  that they
must have & paso when Mhey have stoek,anl Vhe ¥ o'cleok
Aaw, snd the Ldentification paper, | 4o mt Shisk you
will have auy ALffloulty, The mative mast have his Ldenti-
flontion paseport on him et b har pald his tax, sod mo
on; %hat s She sams Shing an & pans,

Do mot you Shink 4% has besn the poliey %0 follew
the systes known as "Eaffir farming 7~ You wean, Aot 27
of 191y

You 7= That was She opinion osriaindy of the
Cosmission which sat before, and for Shel ressen Shey
introtuoed that Ae% and, an i say, the 18w Aet of Par~
Llament which has been latredused Wais jear puts that
o ageine.  They are still spparentily sidng % Sring I8
before Parlisment, that that same restriotion sheuld re-
" matmp but 1 think Af you limited e smunt of grownd that
the farmers could sllow & sative % ploigh, on Whe halves
or by shares, ¥ thisk It would be Wettar %o 1ot them &0 1V,
1 see this new BALL sllows thes for Shree years % sty
with & farser on @ertain conditions - that 1s % way,
1t Goen put that im, 2at the sew Bl &oes seen W
rather propose fdolng this, sxeept Shers are o few
differencen; 1% still ketpe e same restirietion 1
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| notice; Act 27 of 1913 is still there;

Kaffir farming has proved a very big thing to the
farmer 7- Uy suggestion is to limit it %o not too many
agres, When 1 was at Lichtenburg and Mggistrate there
I found several times that the farmers had mxk let lands
to natives on the farms, and of course the police prosecuted
them and started % fine them; but there was not much harm
done. What I am alming at really is this; if this native
knowe he can stay there for three years ul-gn land on
the halves, it is an incentive for him to stay on the
farm. 1 will show you what the new Act says. GSome of
these things mentioned here are very similar to what
appears in the new Aot. Of course this is a proposed new
Act; it has not gone through.

THE CHAIRMAN: Has it been passed by Parliament;
is it a Bill still ?- Yes; it has got & lot of these
things in., You want to look at that. It has gquite a
lot of these suggestions in here. I think you will find
thés ie the one: "Hative mnx‘ﬁt Contrect Bill? They
are putting some new things in here...(Quoting)... Well,
now, of course this Act is rather againet what I am argulag.
Probably you gentlemen will say a lot of this n ative farm-
ing is qulite right and "we can see the danger of 1it", but
if you are going %o limit them to o certaln amount of land,
seeins the natives are 80 short of land, you will get a
1ot of them settling down and entering into contracts with
the farmers, becsuse they know they are golaz to be there
for three years.

Mi., LE ROUX VAN NIBKEWC: Why cannot 1 say to a
native, "You cun come on to my farm; I will give you eix
morgen or seres pax to plough" ?= That ils not for any
definite period,
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He can make the contract with his master for more
than one year 7= Yes, you mean that should be considered
aB® part of the remuneration,and not as a lease.

If you go back to the leasing of land, it is kaffir
farming ?= 1 only put this Bill to you to comsider i%.

I am not advoecating it very strongly, but I think it ls
worth consideration. There 1= Just ome other point I
would like to mentiom, With regard to the punishment by
whipping, mentioned there; you want to consider that very
carefully if you want & encourase the natives to be on
the farms,

DR. ROBERTS: I suppome you know the use of the
yegelpt in place of a pass has been under gonsideration
for some time ?- No, I 4id not hear that; that recelipt
would be insntead of the pass.

Why should you ask that the native should put his
finger prints om = I Just put thet in my letter. 1 do not
xnow that it is negessary. I think if you had a photo-
graph put in, the same as when you wish to progeed to
lourenco Marques, or overseas - a very nice passport om
@ nice, strong piece of ecardboard - why could nmot that be
done$; do you think there would be difficulty im that ?

I would not care if it were on east-irom. I fail
o see why you have made referesce to finger prints or
photographs; why should they carry them ?- The only
reason why I think of a photograph ie begause it would do
for idemtification purposes.

You know the native is becoming more and more
kmpXx oducated; they are gallopeing on. Do not you think
that might be taken into conmideration with re ard to

finger prints and photographs ?- Yes; Dbut you see when we
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go overseas we have to do it.

He 18 not going overseas 7~ Bat it is the same
peineiple.

Not at all 7= Well, leave out the photograph; I only
put that as a suggestion. I tell you ome reason why I am
putting these things. You know the Judges have held lately
that when we try mem for not paying their tax at Pletersbarg
or any otper town, and these natives come from East London,
the onus is on the Crown to prove that the man iw mot bad.
Well, as it is now if they had these passports that would
have to last for years. A man would omly put onn little
pho tograph in and each year would be written on Lhatpassport
that he had paid, and thas you put the onus on him. That ie
quite fair. Now it is very difficult. We have to oall peo~
ple from elsewhere to prove & man has not paid his tax. If
we did not do it the judges would sometimes guash it - under
certain ¢circumstances of course,.

You were at Herschel 7- Yes, for some years.

You are now at Pletersburg 7= Yes.

Which do you think is the better native of the tw; -
the more advanced and better sapplied with stock ?- Which is
the better of the two?

Yes = Well, that is diffioult to say. It ie & big
question,

That means that neither of them is very far forward 7-
That is a big question. You see, I have not been long
enough at Pletersburg to Judge; so far as Pleterpsburg is
conecerned, I only came here a few months ago, and the natives
here seem to me very well off; they have fim lands and so
on, and it is difficult to make a comparison., A% Hersohel
they have the same.

But the disparity is not so much as %o leaid %o at
onse say that Herschel Ls the boatter 7= Wo.

I do not knmow if you see what I am trying to get from
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you. The Colony ip not much more advanged ?- A place llke
Herschel - I do not think the natives are more advanced than
here.

Can you give the Commission the number charged at
the courts with not having passes 7- We can get that; we
can work it out.

I see that your district bringes in about 230,000
of money from the npatives, and your population is 60,000.
Would you say that your people are comparsble with the other
natives right throughout the Union 7= How do you mean?

In any way that you like ?~ That there is not much
difference between them?

Yes; ! mean in the way of having money and education;
eould we takex yowr people here as an average of all the na-
tives in the Union ?= Well, =0 far as the value of property
is conmcerned, I think they are very well off here: they

are very much better off than other distriets in the Union.
If you look at the map you will find they have large tracts
of land here; and 1f you look at this old Act, 1t is sup~-
posed to give them 2 lot more land; it is palinted pink on
the map. Many of the other dlstricts are not so well off,

You have a population of 60,000, which bdbrings in
£30,000, Could one reasonably deduce from that, that the
natives of the Union would bring in three millions of
pounds = That I could not say.

If you have a population of 60,000, that is a tenth;
and if they bring in £304000, you would multiply that by
one hundred., 5o that is what one would think the natives
of the Union would bring in - I do not know what the sotual
revenue i8; 1t is a guestion of working 1t out.

1t ils very difficult, and one would like more light
thrown upon 1t <« Do you mean to say it would bring in

-
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a revenue of - how much ¢

Three millions ?= That I do not kmow. You have
native pass fees and compound fees. Of course, you do mnot
get that in other districts down south. Some of these taxes
do not apply to other parts. Runners' permite - that is
only in certain districts, and squatters' rents. They vary
tremendously. In some districts they pay none at all. You
cannot make any hard and fest rule. If you come to analyse
this statement, it has all different things. There is one
thing I would like to mention. In Senoni there is a tremen-
Gous death rate amongst the childrem. There 1 know that
the natives bLetween Springs, Braipac and Benoni pay in
some £90,000. Although they pay £90,000 roughly in taxes,
yet there is very little hospital aceommodatlon for them,
except that provided by the mines,

MR, LUCAS: You spok: about having experience of
Lichtenburg, of natives without passes; for how lon: was
that 7- For the last two years. There was a time when for
many months -l suppose we could say for eight or nine monthe -
there was no pass law.

There was no enforcement of the pass law there 7=
On the Diggings?

The Diggings were amongot the least controlled aress
there are 7- Yes.

Did you have any difficulty ?- This is what 1 put
here, and I think it is quite right: "There were then many
more mnatives than at present". That is when the psss laws
were a dead letter. I put here, "I 4o not see that there
has been suy improvement in their bebaviour sinee the pass
laws have been enforeedsy On the comtrary, since the radds
for passes our gaols have bDeen fllled with hatives who other-
wige would not have found their way into the gaol, whieh
18 very undesirable." There was no doubt that the gzaols

were very often packed with natives who had never been to
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€80l in their lives before, Just because they have been
caught without a pass by somebody. You take these men
there; it is waste of labour. Inctesmd of working for the
farmers they are sitting in gaol just begsuse they have not
a pass.

MR, MOOPERT: You consider their general movement about
the country would be freer to look for work, instead of thelir
having %o go to the office to get a pass ?- That is qulte
right.

You do not propose to take away the monthly pass
from the labour areas 7= lNo, mot on the mines; but at a
p lage like Lichtenburg Diggings, in connection with that I
have put in here that . think one could really do without
it, but I do not know about the Reef lteelf.

All labous areas for instance ?- Yes, labour areas;
1t would be difficult to say that; that misht be allowed to
remain. It wants consideration by the Commission.

That is a very blg revemue ?- Yes; labour areas, es—
pecially on the mines. I would not like to say that; that
is to0 biz a question. I think the Commission will have to
consider it.  Persomally, I think there would have to be
some such sysiem.

MR. LUCAS: In connection with another guestion you
raised; I take 1t you do not desire to see propisguous sguat-
ting of natives on the farms which are not occupled by the
owners, which is called "kaffir farming" 7= Fo. I am
only advocating it on a small scale; limiting the land
that they can oceupy, so that they can have a home and work
those farms on the halves without punishment,

That is for a native working bona fide as a farmer 7-
Yes.

And not absentee landlordism ?= Ho; I am only
advogating this for labour for the farms.
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THE CHAINMAN: On farms occoupled by Buropeans ?- Oh,
yes.

HAJOR ANDERSON: We had evidence this morning that it
continually happened that natives who were working ae squatters
on farms having finished thelr three months' work mxy wotld
apply to their employer for permission to leave,the employer
refused it, they then left, and were srrested on their Rmxxm
ix way to town, at the instance of the farmer. We were not
told exactly what happened to him, but can you tell us anything
about that, or ie it quite & common thing®~ lNo, I 4o mot know
about that. You mean in this distriet?

Yes 7=~ As s« mmtter of fact 1 do not take the local
Criminal Courtin the tomm. I take all the outside oriminsl and
oivil cases. 1 do mot think that could possibly happen, that a
native is arrested for theft.

No; mmuumuamr- I have not heard of
such a case, ©f course, the law Justifies a native always
going %o the police to lay a complaint, even if he has not got
a pass. So far as the native urban areas are céncerned, I
suggest that the law be altered so that it be optional for
a munielipality to enforee the registration clause.
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MENELR MAMURI' ARNOLLUS VIS8ER, MENER JOH, HENDRIK
LEROUX, DANIEL LEROUX en MENKIR CHAIS. HOFMEYR L.P.R.

VOORSITTER: Kan een van U vir ons se wat die algemene
kontraskt van plakkers is in hierdie distrikte?— JHul is
op die basis van 90 dee in die jaar em dan krxy hml lande om '
te ploeg; en dan kan die kaffer boondien nog vee hou op |
die plaas; en as sy 90 dae Klaar is, dan is hy vry om te

gaan werk; hy kan vir die baas van die plaas werk of hy
kan vir iemand enders gaan werk, Dit is die posiesie hier. |

Sluit die kontrakt gewoenlik die vrouens em kinders ‘
in?— In sommige gevallef, maar nie altyd mnie,
Wat sou die meeste vwvoorkom in hierdie distrikt; is dit

ontrent half en half?— In die Lage veld waar daar meer
is “u.&,-. mear hier is die kaffers nie se velop

en hier wil die meide mnie wexrk nie,

Hoe veel land kry die kaffers gewoonlik?— In die meeste
gevalle ploeg hml net so veel as hml wil,

I-ut-lttﬁomm‘smw—h,uo-n-‘
deel van die plase in hierdie distrikt is greot.

Is daar enige beperkings op die aantal stuk vee wat hul
mag aanlioufe= Dit is verscillend; op sommige plase mag hml
nie te baje aanhou nie; dit hang desar baje van af hoe die
eienaar sy plaas bewerk; sommige doen baje werk op lml plase,
sommige bewerk die hele plaas, maar daar is andere wat maar
baje min bewerk, Daar is memse wat Klein plase het, maar wat
50 kaffers en hul families op lml plase het, Daardie mense
laat die kaffers vir lmlle ploeg en vir lmlle self ploeg
wat mlle wil, Maar daar is ander boere wat vir mielies
ingasn en vir ander gessaides em op die plase het die
kaffers nie so baje grond om vir hul self te ploege

Onder die beperkings wat hul het is dit moomtlik om

l

‘n vaste asntal te set waar hul nie oor moet gaan nie;

is daar *a wat in algemeen gebrulk is op die plase
in hierdie distrikt?— MENEER DANIEL
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LEROUX: JNie wat ek van weet nies

Daar is nie 'n santal wat hul nie te bo# moet gaan nie?—
Nee; in die meeste gevalle, viral waar dul huur betaal kan
lml maar net soveel beeste aanhou as Iml wil,

Is daar gevalle waar die boer die osse van die kaffers gee
bruik om te ploeg?— Ek weet mie van sulke gevalle nie; mee,
ok kan nie se nie dat daar gevalle is waar die boer die osse
van die kaffer gebruik, (MENEER VISSER:) Nee, ek het ook mooit
van sulke gevalle gehoor,

Die kaffers wat 90 dae werk, kry hul ook loon betaal?—
Nee, hml kry alleen kos,

Is dit die algemene gebruik dat hul kes kry vir lml 90
dae?—Ja, sover as ok weet is dit dis gebruils,

Dit is net alleen vir de tyd wat hul in diens is dat hul
gevper word 7—— Ja, net d leem vir die tyd, mie daarma nie,

Wat is die gebruik in verband met die 90 dae; deet hml
die 90 dae dadelik,of is daar boere wat lml oproep vir twee
dae in die week?--MENEER DnlEL LEROUX: Die boere wat baje
plakkers het, laat Iml twee dae in die week werk; Iml verdeel
die werk so dat lml kaffers kry wat hierdie week twee dae
werk en dan werk hul velgende week twee dae en die week
daarna werk lml weer twee dae; daartusse werk ander kaffers
ook twee dae per week en so gaast hul asn; maar ander boere
wat nie baje kaffers het nie laat lml kaffers die 90 dae
mmmxfm-mum drie mesnde saneen,

Kan U se of die kaffers Iliever drie maande aaneen werk,
of werk hml lieverste twee dae per week; watter sisteem gee
hul die voorkeur asam 7-— Dit word gewoonlik aan lml self corge=
laat; daar die kaffers wat liever J maande aaneen werk, kan
daarna ander werk gaan soek; daaxr is baje lkaffers wat dit
lieverste sal doem, (MENEER VISsER): Ja, daar is baje wat
liever 3 maande agtereen sal werk en dan ander werk gaan
krye, DIt is die algemene ondervinding hier,
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Geloc U nie dat daar enige veorkeur is vir die ene sis-
teem oor die ander; geloo U dat daar enige dwang of verplige-
ting is — dat die boer die kaffers miskien dwing om twee
dae in die week te kom werk?-w Nee, kaffers sou wegloop; hml
sou nie bly nie,

Is U bekend met gevalle waar 'a boer, wat kaffers wvir 90
h.hqﬂum.hlmuuo”h“vuwtﬂ—i
Ja, daar is baje sulke gevalle, viral as die kaffer goed werk,

Hoev el kry dasrdle kaffers in loomt—- Hil kry van £1.10.
tot £2; dit is die gewoonlike loom wat hml lkry.

Is dit vir volwasse kaffers?—Ja, vir groot kaffers.

En wat sou die loon wees vir klein kaffertjies, van 15
of 16 jaar?— Die klein kaffertjies, die picamnins kxry 809
van af tien shillings, of miskien vwyf shillings, tot £l.
Din gewoonlik tien dbillings vir picamnins,

Bn ook $Pdaarbyt— Ja, hul kry kos:

Is U bekend met gevalle waar die boer, nadat die kafferx
90 dae gewerk het, weier om hom 'n pormit te gee om woerk te
gaun soek?—llee, ek het nooit daarvan gehoor mie,

Is daar miskien punte waarop die ander getuies nog wil
antwoord voordat ons verder gasm?-——MENEER DANIEL LEROUS: Nee.

_MENEER LUCAS: Die kaffers wat vir loom werk, kry hml
ook kos daarby?-——MENEER VISSER: Ja,.

Kos net alleen vir hul self of ook vir lml fmilie?—
nee, Iml kry kos net alleen vir Iml self, mie vir die familie pY
En U se dat die loon gewoonlik van £1,10.0 tot £2 is?—

Ja, dit & wat gewoonlik betsal werd &

BEn die jong kaffertjies?— Die jong kaffer wat mog nie
belasting betaal nie, mear wat &1 tamelik groot is, hy kry
£1 of 15/=jparty maal kry hy 10/—— dit hang af hoe groot
h 4is en watter soort van werk hy kan doem,

Bn kry hul ook kos?— J,, hul kry kos op die dae wamneer
ul werk; nie op ander dae nies.

En die meide, kry lmlle ook loon?— Nie n:igv-mt
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VOORSITTER: Kry lml nie loon nie wameer hml vir
soveel sakke mielies werk — wanneer hml *a seker aantal
saklke moet volmask?~ Ja, as Iml vir geld werk, maar nie

as lml op kontrakt werk nies Daar is boere wat meide in hul
diens het vir soveel per dags Daar is boeref wat kontrakte

maak, dat die mans moet werk em die meide ook; in daar die
govalle kry die meide nie loon miej; dit is die gevalle
waar Il twee of drie dee in die week moet werk of anders
90 daes Maar wamneer die 90 dae verby is, dan meet hulle
betasl; dan betaal hul leome.

MENENR MOSTERT: Is U bekend met gevalle 'waar die
boer vir die kaffer ploeg?— Ja, daar is baje &

Doen hy dit vir geld?—— As daar nie baje kaffers is
nie en wanneer die ploegtyd kom en as die )My boer die

!

dienste van die kaffer nodig het, dan sal hy vir die kaffer

se “ek sal vir jou ploeg as jy vir my werk-- ek sal jou
land vir jou ploeg!™. Dan blyf die kaffer in die diens
van die boer; dit is natunrlik nodig vir die bDoer om die
kaffer te hou, maar as die boer dit nie doen mie, dan sal
die kaffer se "nee, ek moet nou vir my self gasn plgeg™s
Pit is met die doel om die kaffer in sy diens te hou dat
die boer wvir die kaffer se “ek sal vir jou my ploeg leea
en tweel of drie van my Xkaffers™ en op die manier hou
hy dle kaffer in sy déems om vir hom te werkl

MENEER LEROUX VAN NIEKERK: Iy dit 'n huur kaffer,
of wat?— Dit is 'n man wat op 90 dae wexri,

Hy woon op die boer se land?— Ja; in de meoste
gevalle het die boer hom gehumrxs Die kaffer se “ek moet
vir my self gaan ploeg " en die boer se “all right, ek
sal vir jou gaan ploeg®e

En moet die kaffer betaal vir die plgeg werk wat
die boer vir hom doen?—=Nee, hy betaal nie, Die kaffex
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betaal nie vir die ploeg wat die boer vir hom doenl
MENEEF. MOSTERT: As oms die 90 dae wat die kaffer vir
die boer werk uitsluit —- em vir daardie 90 dae kxry die
kaffer seker voorregte — betaal U die kaffer £1 of meer
per masnd, Is daar gevalle waar die boere die kaffers nie
‘n pas gee nie nadat Iml 90 dsefgewerk het?7-— Ek weet nie
ve sulke gevalle nie. Ek het gehoor wat die ander getuie
bier vanmorre vir U gese het,maar ek weet nie daarvan nie,
Is di% swaar om kaffers te kry im hierdie distrikte—
gewoon kaffers?—Ja, in sommige gevalle is dit swaax, In
weker tye van die jaar kan mens volep kaffers kry, maar
wanneer ons hnl meest nodig het , dan kan oxe hul nie kry nies
Die kaffers kom van die lokasies of van kompanies' plase,
en wanneer die ploeg td kom, dan wil Iml trek om self te gaan
pleoeg: En dieselfde ding gebeur wanneer oes tyd kom—— dan
wil Iml gasn oesl Maar wamneer daar nie werk is nie, dam
kan ors hul kry,msar dan het ons mie vir ml nodig niel
Vanneer U Iml meest npdig het, dan kan U hul nie kry
niete- Hee, dit is die meeilikheid, Wamneer die boer wil
ploeg, of wamneer hy wil ges, dan wil die kaffer jig ook
vir homself loop ploeg of ocesy
MENEER LUCAs: Het U kaffer families op u plaas?— Ja,
ek het vier families op my plaasy |
Hul werk 90 dae?-——Ja, ummmm-muq
Maar dit is vrywillige. Ek kan lml nie dwing niey :
Hoe lang is dml al dasr?—Dhe langste is daar mou 6 jaar,
Kan U self sien dat die kaffers nou beter werk as wat ’
ml gedoen het toem lhml eerst by U gekom he$; ds Iml wexk
nou beter as wat dit vrpeger was, Vind U mou dat die kaffers
beter metodes gebruik as wat vroeger die geval was; ke U
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se of hul meer of min na=asp wat dle boer doemn?—lee, hul
doen dit maar baje min, (MENEER DANIEL LEROUX) Dit hang af
van waar die kaffer isy Daar is gevalle waar hy die boer
vraag om hom te leer. (MENEER J.HJLEROUX) Wat betref sy
bewerking ven die grond —— die kaffer kap die bome af waar
hy wil werk; 4n die lsaste tyd het hy gesiem dat dit die
beste is om die bome heelmaal uit te haal; op my land mask di
kaffer sy land eers goed skoon voordat hy begin te beweris
(MENEER HOFMEYR) Dit is omdat die land beperkt is, Hy is
verplig om die base uit te haal om die beste van ay gremd
te maak, maar dit is maar min die geval,

MENEER MOSTERT: Vind U as plaas boere nie, dat die
kaffers die grond baje verniel?—- Ek wil se, dat dit nie ‘
vir alle boere betaal nie om kaffers op Iml grond te het.

Dit is baje veordeliger vir 'n kai'fer om 90 dae op *an beer
se plaas te bly as om na die lokasie te gasm, 'an kaffer op
my plaas kan net soveel vrouens liet as hy wil en net soveel
kinders as hy wil, Kaffers hier et 'a heerlik lewentjie |
op ons plase en onse kyy nie die work uit Iml waartee ons
geregtig is, Die 90 daefwat lml behoor te werk is maax net
90 drie-kwart dae; dit is mie vol dae niel lml begin last
en hou Vroeg op.

Sou dit nie beter wees nie as U alles wat U wil he
kan kry sonder die 90 dae?—— Die engeluk is dat ons die
kaffers nie kan kry nie wameer ons hul meest nodig heth
(MENEER VISSER) Die virnaamste rede waarem boere kaffers
op ul plase laat bly is dat hmul ml dgn kan kry wanneer
hul Iml nodig het, Mase as ‘n boer nie kaffers op sy plaas
het nie, dm beteken dit, dat wanneer hy Iml nodig het, hy
Iul nie kan kry miek As ek sou weet, dat ek lml altyd sou
kan kry wanneer ek hul wil he, dem sou ek nmie 'n enkel
kaffer op my plaas laat woomy Ek het nou vier families
op my plass, maar as ek morre iiem sou kan kry, dan sou
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ek vir hul vat,sn ek sou hul op dieselfide kondisies vat wat
Meener Hofmeyr genoem het, en ek smu hul teoelaat net seveel

Vee aan te hou en net s0 veel meide te het as hul wil,
VOORSITTER: Wat U net mou gese het, dat lml die stompe
van die bome uithaal, is dit tamelik gewoom?-w(MENEER JOHANe
NES LEROUX) Nee, die gevalle 4is maar baje mim, Dit word
maar net hier en daar gedoeny
Geloo U dat die kaffer enige motief het om die stompe

in dde grond te laat?—lice, not alleen dat dit baje maklilfer
iss Hy sny maar net die boe af en b at die stome in,

Hy weet mie beter nie?—lee, hy weet nie betexr,
Eaffers het vir oms gese dat die rede waarom lml die
$fam 10at dam is omdat die stomp die vogtigheid in die

grond inhou?— nee, hy is te lui om die stomp uwit te haal,
dit is sy enigste rede, (MENEER HOFMEYR) Die kaffers woon

hier vir ombeperkte tye; daar is nog grond gemoeg vir lml
omxte trek as Iml wil en dit is daaraan toe te skrywe dat

hul niks permanents doen nie, Hul hmis is primitief; ml

beu nie krale nie wat moet blyf staan, Hil set net tydelike
plekke op en sodra lul sien dat lml voordeliger op 'a ander
plek kan woon, dam trek hul, Vaarem sou hy onder die omstan~
dighede meer substantiele werk doen; dit os goedkoper vir |

bhom em nike te doen niey(MENEER JOHANNES LEROUX) Ek wil
net dit se; ek wil virmamelik spreek met die oog op ons

moeilisheid om kaffers te kry om op ons plase te kom wexrlky
Die vorige getuie het hier gepraat van die moeilikheid
wat vercorsaask word deur die feit dat kaffers na die stede

trek, Ons meeilikheid is om werkvelk te kry vir om plases
Nietteenstaande ons omring is deur verskeie groot kaffer

lokasies, soos Zebediele, Pashlelle en gnder plekke, kan
ons eemvoudig nie genoeg werkvelk kry nie, texrwille van die
volgende oorsake:- l.,Goevermements plase; 2, embewerkte
private plase; 3. cortollige saammpakiing op seommige bewerkte
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plm;4.uom? ry van kaffers en die verkoop daarvan;)
5« onbeteugelde luiheid em die ingebore lust van die natu-
rel vir 'a lui, lekker lewe met 'n groot kalbas biery 64
toestroming na die dorpe.

As 'n blanke persoon *‘an stukkie grond wil he, dan moet
by dit koop en soms ten duurste daarveor betasl, tesame met
belastings en ander verpligtings; maar mie die kaffer nie;
hy gasn woon eevoudig op die Goevermements plaass em betaal
niks, of hy trek na die embewerkte private plaass, bdetaal
'a pend of wat per jaar, enm hy het wat sy hart begeer,
woonplek vir miks, vollegig gebruik van brm dhout, roei die
beme uit vir krale, mask lande soveel as sy hart begeer,
verkoop een deel van die opbremgs, maak bier van die ander,
ohbeperkte vriyheid van weiveld vir net seveel vee as hy
wil sanhou, en roei wild uity Dus waarem sal hy vir die
boer gaan werk; hy is ryk em leef lekker, en het min nodig,
Is 'n boer gelukkig dat daar 'n paar lmisgesinne op sy
plaas woom, dan trek dasar gedurig meer en meer naar die
selfde plaas, en pak saam, meer as dit vir die bewerking
van die plaas nedig is; die aangremsende plase loop leeg,
want die kaffer se hoe meer veolk, hoe minder werki Biexre
brouwery is 'n ander oorsask van die skaarsheid ven werk-
volks Elke Sendag word by eem of ander stad bier gemask;
die bier word verkoop; die gevolg is dan dat elke Masndag
uu—mu;hmum-mml
mie werk nie; die baas staan alleem, sender voll; die |
werk staan stil; die bdaas lei skade, en die blierbrouwer
verregaande luiheid van die kaffer sal hy emig iets '
beraam om mie te werk nie; die meid moet die grasn dmpik,
skeffel, oes, kos maak, bier brou, em die kes en bexr
vir mencer se voete kem set; eet em drimk kam hy goedy
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Deur die aantrekkelikheid en heerlikheid van die dorpe verw

laat die kaffer die boere plase meer en meer; die dorp is

oorstok en die boerfkrepeer, Die kaffer wat ons nog te huur
kry, word gewoonlik twee of dri: masal in die week siek; dan
bly die werk weer staan, 'n week gelede moes ons 'n jong
kaffer 140 myl van Steelpoort sasmbring em ens beeste op te
pas, want hier kan ons nie kry niey Ons wil die volgende aan
die hand gee: 1l1.,Dat die kaffer wat op Goevernements of op
onbewerkte plase woom, en geen kwitansie kan vertoom nie,
dat h; minstens drie masnde gewerk het, £5 belasting sal bee
taal, 2, Dat die plakkers wet toegepas word, vAsie~ 5 luisge-
sinne vir elke bewoonde en bewerkte plaas; as dit blyk dat dit
ni voldoende is nie, kan vir meer appliiasie gemaak word.
Die owerige moet ander base gaan soeks 3« O kaffer kensta-
bels uit te stuur in private klere, oin die Sendag bierbrouery
te arresteer, Doet hy dit nie, dan kom hy in meeilikheid.

4, Dat kaffer konstabels een oftwee maal per mesnd die kaffer
woonplekke in die dorpe moet besoek, en die leeglopende kaffer
sonder woon of werkpas moet arresteer, (MENEER HOFMEYR) Die
Jong kaffertjies wat dorp toe wil gaan kom by die Daas en
n'amw-or:;mmmp-;'m“m
tyd Klaar en dan trek Iml; mna ses masnde kom hul teruge
Wanneer hul terug kom het hml minder geld as wat hud gehad
het toen hul weg gegaan het, Dieselfde kaffer wat vir my gee
werk het vir £1,10.0 of £2 kom by uy om geld te loen em gy |
belastings te betaaly Sal da ¥ die soort van ding vir hom
verbeter, ssl dit hom aemhelp? Ek geloo dit nies As die Rew
muohﬂbnmmmnmwuohuOu’huj
te bly, dem sou Iml minder moeilikheid het, Die kaffer kom
dorp toe, en den kom die moeilikheid em dan drimk hy. Die
groot ding is dat die boer nie die reg het nie om vir die
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kaffer 'n soopie te gee, Maar die kaffer maak bier in die
gebeim en hy gaan dorp toe om sterker drink te kry waarna sy
ldggaam knasgs Daar moet iets gedoen word om te probeer die
kaffers tefbelet dorp toe te gasmi Ek sou niks se nie as daar
maar net soveel kaffers dorp toe sou gaan &s wat nodig jok
Ons is nie so seX sug ig nie dat ons lml almal wil hew. Daar
is mense wat oneAfrikesns is wat se dat die kaffers slave is.
Dit is bespottelik em nie waar niey Die kaffers het 'a goele
lewe en 'n "royal" bestaan, Msar ek se dat as die kaffexs
oor die hele Unie sou verplig wees om te werk, dansou dit

n beter man van hom mask, BEk het baje coxr hierdie dinge geow
debk en ek wil dit se: as die Regering die belastin s op die
kaffers nog meer sou verminder, dan sou dit beteken dat die
kaffer al minder em minder sou werky Dit kom hierop neer,
dat die kaffers op die plase moet werk gm 'n bestaan te maak;
maar ml is daarop uit om dorp toe te gaam om daar die
vermaaklikhede van die dorp te geniet, Ek se dat die Regering
baje minder moeilikheid met kaffers op plase het as met die
kaffers in die dorpey Hie r werk hml net soveelas Iml wil; em
wanneer hul mie werk mie, dan stap lmlle rond , Ons wens om
die stroom dorp toe +te strem— ons wil dit nie heelmaal
stop nie, mear ons wil dit beperk; em ons se, dat mense wat
kaffers wil he om vir hulle te wekk, Behelp moet word om hul
kry; niemand behoor met kaffers ocorstok te wees; ek stem

$n dat kaffers beskerm moet word, maar die nie nodig vir memse
wat verklaar dat Iml 008& Godsdiens Leersars is om op te
staan en dit te ® en voorkem as of lml die enigste mense is
wat vir die kaffers opkom., Dit saldie kaffers net ten Gndesgns
endergang help, (MENEER VISSER) Daar is iets waarem ons baje
moeilikheid het en oxe vind dat oms geen kontrole het oex
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kaffers wat by ons kom, Die kaffer kem by oms om werk Se

soek, maar ons weet nie van waar hy kom; hy kom miskien wit

die tronk of van ander plekke, 0,8 weet glad niks van om
nie; hy het miskien drie of vier jaar tromkstraf gedoen

en dan kom hy by ons asn om werk te kry., Hy werk dan by
ons net om gemoeg geld te verdiem om JOhamnesburg toe te
gasn, Hy werk miskien ! maand en dan kry hy sy geld en
dit is die laaste wat Jy van hom siem of hoory Jy kan

na die polisie kantoor gaan em Jy kam jou klagtes maak,
maar wat help dit? Die kaffer is weg en gewoonlik is dit
die laaste wat jy van hom hoory, Ons klaag dat ons geen
kontrole het niey Om na die polisie kanteor te gaan om te
kKlaag dat die kaffer weg is, is maar net tyd mors, BEk
gaat nooit meer na die polieisie nie, want selfs as hml ‘
vir die kaffer/ kry, dan help dit mog glad nie vir my nies
Dit beteten net dat ek mnog 'n heel dag moet vermors deur
gotuienis te gee, Mems moet 'n verklaring afle eng die
verilaring moet deur die Magistraat geteken word alvorems 08
die polisie die kaffer kan loop soek, Ifitusse is die
kaffer al ver weg. iy sl miskien in J hamesburg wees

of in 'n ander dgzp, en wat gebeur as hul hom kry? Mens
moet die hedl dag lang in die hof sit om getuienis te

gee en wat dan? Die Magistraat sal miskien vir die kaffer
se dat hy terug na die plass moet gaamy Of die Magistraat se
sal hom miskien met 15/= beboetmasr die feit bly bestasn fe
dat ons nie kontrole het nie, En dieselfie is die geval
met die picannins, K,1 werk met totdat Iml genoceg geld
het om Pretoria ,f JYhamnesburg toe te gaan, Daar
mr'nnttom-mmmnrﬂi;ul
word om 'n pas te dra waarop sal verklaar word van waar
hy kom en wat sy karakter isi En wanneer hy weggeaan , dan

moet sy baas weer opskryf waar hy gasn en waar hy was,
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Ons behoor in staat te wees die spoor van die kaffer te

volg wanncer hy weg stap, em voordat onshom in diens neem
behoor ons te weet of hy 'nm goele karakter het of nie, Vandag
is dit paar 'n groot waag vir ons em 'n kaffer 4in om diems
te neem, want ons weet niks van hom of nie, as hy vreemd

is op oms plassy Ons moet sy woord vat as hy vir oms vertel
dat hy van een of ander plek keom en dat hy vir eem of ander
persoon gewerk het, Dis baje gevaarlik vir 'a boer om 'n ¥#
vreemd kaffer in diems te meem, want 'm boer moet dikwils weg
van die hmis wees; hy moet sy vrou alleen by die lmis laat
staan en dit is baje gevaarliky ':hurunlnunu n
week van sy huis weg wees en dit is 'n baje groot wasgstuk om
80 'n kaffer asn te neem; maar die boer het werkvelk nodig
en wamneer 'n kaffer by hom kom, dan vat hy hom en wasg dit, '
Die boer onder bestaande omstandighece is maar al te bly

om kaffers in sy diems te kry,

MENEER MOSTERT: U se dat 'n kaffer 90 dae op die
plaas moet werk; as die kaffer in daardie tyd siek is en mie
kan werk nie, moet hy dan die tyd opmask?——(MENEER DANIEL
LEROUX) My kaffers werk op tickets; as hul nie by die werk Rom
kem mie, dan kry Iml nie hul werk ticket nie

As U van £1/10/- tot £2 per maand praat, is dit dan bul
loon vir dertig werkdae?--Ja; as hul ticket vol is, dan kom
dul vir hml geld, (MENIER JOHANNES LEROUX) Daar is natuurlik
ook die plass kaffers; as hul drie maands gewerk het , dan J
huur ens hul meestal om vir ons te werk, maar lul Dbeeste
en alles is nog op die plaas en hml het alles daar wat |
bul wil he, Dit is die posiesie hiex,

VOORSLETER: Werk lml 90 dae daar vir?— Ja. hy wexrk 90
dae, mear hy lkry alles wat hy nodig het. (MENEER HOFMEYR) Die
kaffer won op die plass. Masr ,mstuurlik, as hy 'an pear |
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dee of miskien 'n week siek is, dan kan dit nie gereken word
nie dat hy daar die dae gewerk het.

Is daar 'n kontrak met die kaffers wat 90 dae werk?—
(MENEER VISSER) Daar is nie so iets nie as 'n geskrewe
kontrakt, 'a kaffer kom by 'n man en hy se vir 'a boer “ek
wil by jou kom werk", Due boer mask sy eie kontrakt en as
die kaffer beter kondiesies van iemand anders kan kry, dan sal
hy trek., Dlaar was een geval gewees toe my bure, of boere
wat langs by my gewoon het by my gekom het en vir my gese
eht "die ander boere laat die meide ook werk; hoe kom sal ens
dit nie doen nie"™, Ek het gese "wel, as julle dit ddoen,
dan sal 8lle dit ook doem ", Ons het coreen gekom dat ons
dit sou doen, maar die gevolg was gewees, dat al die affers
na ander boere gwtrek het waar die meide nie het moet werk
nie, Ek het my sisteem moet verander om my werkbolk by my
te houy Ek geloo nie dat die kaffers in baje gevalle die
volle 90 dae werk, Die kaffers het mie ocoral tickets nie,
Daaxr is boere wat baje kaffers het en aan die einde vam die
tyd kom die man by die boer em hy se "ek het uwy 90 dae geses
gowerk, en die boer kan nie se dat hy dit nie gedoen het
nie, Daar is natuurlik ook baje boere wat te veel kaffers
op ml plase het, Hul boer met kaffers em hul probeexr die
kaffers in orde te hou dewr hul te beboet as lml verkeexrd
doen, Party maal beboet lml die kaffer een stuk vee, Maar
Mﬂokﬂfmhﬁuﬂkpﬂﬂoqﬁ.“mm-ﬂl
det Iml by hom blys Daar sal kaffers wees wat miskien 0@¢
twee of drie seuns het, Wel, die picamnins werk vir daar die
man, en daar is baje sulke gevalle, . Die volwasse kaffer
werk nie, maar die picamnins doen die werk, Dit is wat
ons ooral vind, Die picamin werk die drie maande vir die
boer en nie die vadernie, Daandie mense lyk om vir die |
boere R werk . Daar is boere, wat net klein stukiies .l
van hul grond self bewerk en die rest woxd aan die kaffer
oorgelaat, Die kaffer sal lieverste vir sulk mense
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gaan werk, Ons wil sien dat daar kondiesies gemaak sal
word dat kaffers niefop 'n witmen se plaas sal kan bly nie
as hul nie vir die man werk nie, BEi is daarvan oortuig
dat in baje gevalle die kaffers nie drie maande vir die
boere werk nieis Dan is daar mog 'n vraagk wat baje belange
Tyk is == dit is of die kaffers nie vir baje witmans betaal
vir die wvoorreg om op hml plase te woomis Dit is baje
moeilik om dit uit te vind, Dis moontlik dat die kaffers
vir die witman betaal deur vir hom 'n beest te gee of
uman...,mntums_-mmx-atum-
Dasr woxd glad nie kwitansies gegee nie em dit is onmoonte
lik om iemand te vervolg onder die omstandighedey Dlaar
was kaffers gewees wat vir my vertel het | “ons gaat na die
of die plaas en ek moet vir die baas van die plaas betaal
em by hom te bly"— maar hoe kan mes dit bewys?

VOORSITTER: Meen U dat dit goed sou wees as al le kone
trakte op skrif moet wees; sou dit dan moontlik wees om daar
die soort van man te vang?-= Ek goloo nie dat dit baje ondex
skeid sou maak, Selfs as 'n mamn 'n geskrewe kontrakt sou
maak met 'n kaffer vir twee of drip maande, dan is dit nog
nie bewys nie dat die kaffer twee of drie maande werl, Daar
is baje gevalle waar die picannin (die twee of drie mande
werk in plass van die groot kaffer, Ons weet dat dit se
is,maar dit is nog 'n heel ander ding om dit ® bewyss |

U verdenk dat daar in baje gevalle nie drie maande
gewerk word nieleed,, dit is ses

Maar U kan dit mie bewys nie?-lee, ons kan nie,maar
om is dearvan oortuig dat dear baje sulke gevalle is,

Is dit omdat die boer liever ander mense op sy
grond laat werk?—— Ja, Die boer nal mbekien 'n klein
stukiiie gromd het wat hy self sal werk maar die »est word
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deur  affers gewerk Ek weet van cen ROSSOSOSES boer wat
kaffers het wat meer as 200 beeste op sy land het,
Die boere wil meer woom kafferw op hul plase he?—Jak
¥ou omtrest die Plakkers Vet moyl-nf.uhl‘thttvtr
my gese dat Boere vir hom gese het dat Kruger die Vet nie

het kan uitveer mie, Mjlner het dit mie kan uitve r nie em
hy het gevra "hoef kan julle dit mou uitvoer®, Wat is die

houding van die boere hier 4n verband met die Plakkers Wets
Sou U die Magistraat en die Regering ondersteun in die
uitvoering van die Wet?-—- (MENEER JOHeNEES LEROuX) Ja, sekerl
(MENEER HOFMEYR) Ek het gemeen dat die lw essie dumr middel
van belasting gereel kan woxd,

Ja, maar wen U dat die boere daardie sisteem sou ondexrw
steun, die sisteem van die Plakkers Wet?——Ek het so gemeeny,
As dit deur middel van belasting sou kan gedoem word, om
werkvolk te kry vir die boer ; die boer sou dan werkvolk vir
hem self kan kry sonder dat die werkvelk op sy plaas sou
moet woom, Die belasting sou so opgeset kan word, dat as die
kaffer nie 'n sertifikaat sou kan toon nie dat hy se Feel
masnde werk gedoen het, dsn sou hy meer belasting moet beteal
as die man wat die bepaalde tyd gewerk het. Die gevolg
sou dan wees dat mense wat mnou mie werkvolk kan kry nie,
dit dan sou kam kry,

Ja, maar dit is nou 'n ani er sisteem; die kwessie is
of die boere hul ondersteuning sal gee vir die uitves rimgg
van die wet?—= Op watter manier het die boere die wet nie

ondersteun nie? Die boere in ons distrikt het altyd gy vir
die uitvoering van die wet gevra, maar dit lyk vir oms dat
die Autgriteite altyd gese het dat dit onmoontlik was om
die wet uit te voer, Die amtenare was altyd magtelood
gewees om die wet en die regulasies wuit te voer,

Die belang hebbende mense hd nie beswaar gemaak nd ey
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Die boere kan self bewyse vir die Hof breng as die wet vVeIw
breek word, Sou U denk dat die Boere oor die algemeen sou
opkom as dear 'n sask teen iemand gebremg sou word vir oox-
treding van die Plakkers Wet, Meen U dat lml getuiemis sou

geoT—=Ek kan nie sien nie waarom hul dit nie sou doen nies

In verband met die voorstel wat Memeer LeRoux gemaak het
dat kaffers wat nie drie maande werk nie £5 boeted sou moet
betaal; sou die gevolg dsarvan nie wees nie om die kaffers
in dde lokasies in te jaag?— (MENEER JOHANNES LEROUX) Ja,
maar die lokasies sou ook onder die Wet inval,

Un meen dat elke ka ffer onder die wet sou kom?—Ja,

Die wetsontwerp sluit nie vir mlle im nie(MENEER HoFM:YR)
Meneer Pirow se wetsontwerp sluit dit nie in ndey '

U wil voorstel dat elke kaffer, dit kom daar nie op aan
nie wear hy woom, dit sou moet betaalfssé, Hy moet bewys
dat hy drie maandevir iemand gewexk het en anders moet hy
daar die boete betaal?—Ja,

En kaffer hoofde?— lNee, ml moet uitgesluit woxd,

En die kaffer wat welaf genoeg isdat hy kan se "ek kan
goed leef sonder te werk"™ — die kaffers wat inkomste be=

lasting betaal; sou U hom ook insluit(MENELR HoFMEYRO H, sou
natuurlik sy boete betaal., Hy sal nie werk nie. Daar moet
nd uurlik ook uitsonderings wees., Die enigste moeilikheid
sou dit wees, daar sou kaffers wees wat honderde ander kaffers
by bml sou kry, endie ander kaffers sou se dat lml vir daar
die een kaffer gewerk het wvir meer as drie masndes

U voorstel is dat al die kaffers, met seker uitsonder-
ings wat nie drie mmande in die Jaar vir iemand anders gewerxk
het die boete van £5 sou moet betaal?—- (MENEER JOHANNES L
ROUX) Ja. dit is my voorstels
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U het gepraat van Regerings plase en van ombewoonde
private plase en U het gese dat dit die ocorsaak was van
gebrek aan werkvoll, ?—Ja, dit is @ , Ek kan mmmot|
geval vir U opmoem, Daar is *n plass hier maby, die nasm
is Rietfontein, Die plaas behoor aan lMemeer Brink en nog ‘
'n paar ander mense wat in Pretoria woom, Sewe of ag jaar
gelede het ek self met ander mense na daar die plaans gegaan
om betaling te kry wvan die kaffers wat op daar die plaas
gewoon het— dit was huur wat hul het moet betaal. H,l
betaal £2 per man; daar was 150 groot kaffers em elk
van hml het £2 betaal, wat alles saam £300 maak. Dit was
'n onbewerkte plons en die eiensar was in Pretoria ge=
wees, Outrert twee jaar gelede het 'n ender man dear
gekom en hy het met die elenasars ooreen gekom om die plaas
te huur, Daar is baje saailande daar en die man wat die
plaas gehuur het, het baje met die lande kan doen, Maar
toe die volgende winter gekom het was al die werkvelk , die
laaste een van hul, weg, KEland was die Kaptein van die
kaffers daar en lml is nou almaal agter die berg. Iyl is
nou op 'n Regerings plaas, Die plaas waar hnl cerst was
in hierdie distrikt het aan private mense belwor, Ons
posiesie is dat oms boere wat hier in die distrikt boex
nie werkvolk kan kry nie terwyl al die kaffers daar vry op
die plase sit, of maar net klein hmur betaal,

Hpe betaal daar die kaffers lml belastingsZyé, Van
. waar kry lul die geld om te betaal?—-lii{l saai en hul hou vee
aan, Daar is oor 4,000 moxrges Daar saai hual en Iml het

honderde sakke kaffer koringe
HYl is kaffors wat boer en Iml _roduseer baje?—

Ja, hul werk op die plans en hul het 'n baje lekker lewe,
Is dit dan nie ombillik nie om te se dat 'n man wat
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genceg verdien or hun eie bestaan te maak nie kan aangasn
om dit te doem, Is dit billik om te se "mee, jul sal nie

Jul bestaan meak op dsardie maniexr™ o Sou U dit op U self
wil toepas?e Nee, ek mou dit nie laat doen nie, (MENEER
VISSER) Ja, maar ons beswaar is dat die kaffers wat daar
werk deur die Regering gehelp is om na 'n ander plaas te
trek, Witmans kan dit nie kry nielk Ek het dikwils gese dat
'n kaffer moer bevoorreg is as 'n witman, Ek sou bdaje beter
af wees as ek 'n kaffer sou wees, 'n kaffer kan net so veel
vee sanhou as hy wil en h' kan net S0 veel land ploeg as

hy wil en al wat hy betaal is £1 ; per jaax§

VOORSITIER: U beswsar is dat Iml op Goevernements
plase kan gaanwoon em not alleen huur betaal?—={MENEXR HOF-
MEYR) [Nee, lml betaal nie huur nie assn die Reg ring, (Mb—
NEER JOHANNES LEHOUX) Hul woon dsar vry, sonder betaling,
HHul betaal net allenig hoofd belasting,

MENLER LUBAS: Masr dul betaal uur op Regerings plase
liee hul betanl nie huur nke; glad nie,

MENEXR LEROUX WAN NIEKEHK: Ja, masr hul betaal bew
lasting wanneer hul op Regerings plase woon, sodat lml wexikli]
nie vir niks dear woon nie?— (MENLER VI~sER) Daar is vere
skriklik baje land daar, Daar was 'n Kaffer kaptein geweces
mwuoﬂmhtvilw.mmmhtoml{
die boere gekom en het vir Iml gevra of hulyf ten gunste
dagrvan was om dde kaffers die land te laat koop; ons het
beswaar gemask enfd die Regering het die plans toe nie vir
ml verkoop. Die plaas was omring gewees deur witmense
wat dasr geboer het, en as dit nie die geval gewees was nie
dan sou die kaffers daar die plaas gekoop het. Dit gebeur ba
dikwils teenswoordiy dat kaffers plase koope (MENEER HUFe
MEYR) Dgar was een man gewees wat 'n plaas gehad het en Ly
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het baje kaffers op sy plass gehad, Dasr was 'an verband

mot dike Landbank op daardie plaas gewees en toe die eiemaar

die verband mie kon betaal mie, het die plaas asn die Regerw
ing vervaly Die kaffe$s woon nou op die plass en al wat lml

betaal is £1 belasting per jaar, Dit is all

VOORS4TTER: muutmu-mnnommmnf
nou die eiendom is van die Landbank?— Dit is tog maar Roe
gerings land; dit kom op dieselfde neersy

MENEAHELBROUX VAN NIEKERK: U vader was 'a sendeling
gewees in hierdie dele van die land?— Ja, dit is ses

En U bhet in die distrikt opgegroei?—Ja,

Het U oolt van U vader gehoor dat teoe ons mense hier
die lande ingetrek het dat Iul slawe met hul gebring het?e
Ons ou mense.....Na die kaffer oorloge het Iml seker meide ‘
by Iul gehad, en die meide het met hul opgegroei, mear mie as
slawe nie; toe Iml opgegroei het, het die meide getrom, maar
daar is nog meide hier wat nie van die witmense wil weggaan |
niey Hul bly by hul em hul bly by dle Iiinders en lyk |
agter hul, Dit was nie slawe nie, |

n.mm:élu Kristens?—Ja, 1

DIE XOmMISSIE E&t TOT 2 UUR VEIRDAAG.

MENEER LEROUX Vén NIEKERK: Was daar vroeger die
gewoonte hier gewees dat kaffers op die helftes geboer het 7—
(MENEER JOHANNES LEROUX) Nee, nie dat ek weet nie '

Hoe lang woon U al hier?— 23 jaar langs

Ons het getuienmis dat die wet van 1913 ingevoer
was en dat onder die Wet witmans nie geregtig was om
kaffers op helftes te laat ploeg nie, Daar is gese dat dit
die algemens gpwoonte was gewees en dat as gevolg van daardie
wet baje kaffers van die plase afgejaag is en na die
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lokasies gedryf7-=Ek het 12 jaar lang in die buurt van
Haenertsburg gewoom, daarna was ek jare op Spelonke gewees
en nou is ek al tien jaar lang hier, maar ek is nie bekend
met met sulkefgevalle waar U van gepraat het, Sover as ek
weet het ons nooit se iets hier gehad nie,

Nou omtrext bier; bier is 'a groot moeilikheid vir die
boere; die kaffers mask bier op Sondae; geloo U dat es die
polisie op Sondae uitgestuur word in private klexe dat dit
‘n einde sal meak aan daar die moeilikheid; die polisie kan
nie na elke plaas gaan niefe= Hul kan een Sendag eem klompie
vang en as hul een Sondag een klompie vamg, dan sal al die
kaffers in die buurt baje versigtig word, BEn dan kan lml
die volgende Sondag 'm ander klomp vang ensovoort, em dit
sal seker 'n eiml ¢ danrasn maalsy

Pit is 'n ingewortelde gewoonte van die kaffer om bier
te maak en tot op 'n seker hoogte moet ons die kaffer te ge=
moet kom, is dit nie s0 nie?e= Ja, ons het nie beswaar niel
As die meide bier wil mask, as ul 'n klein bietjie bier wil
mask en dit op Somdag wil drimk, dan het ons mie beswaar
nie} maar dit is die moeilikheid; daar is honderde kaffers
wat van Oost en West kem en hul mask laweai en baklei en op
Masndag lo hul en hul kom i nie by hul werlk mie, Ons het
nie beswaar nie dst lml bier sal meak vir Iml eie gebruik,
maar ons het groot beswaar teen die gewoontes wat hul het om te
brou en om dan te verkoop en om die groot bier partye te houy
Mthwucmmhmﬂmhm&
boer skade het, Daar is nog net een punt wat ek wens op te
bring.: 0O ms het 'a groot lot van die ou woomkaffers op ems
plase; die kaffers werk hul diie meande. Nadat hml Iml drde
maande gewerk hé , trek hul en lml kry 'm pas van die baas em





