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MINUTES OF  EVIDENGE.

Wi, MESHAGH MKIZE, Pirit Grede Teacher, Kamondi, Eshowe,

CALIED AND SLAMINGD:

MR, MKIZE: I am 2 First Grade Teacher (Native) at
Kamondo, Eshowe. I wish to speak about the migration of
satives from raral 50 urban areas. It is only natural for a
haman being who leaves onme part of the country and goes %o
another to work,if he finds that the conditions in the place
to which he has gone to work are more dhem attrscotive than
the comnditions where his howe is, he will tend to remain per-
sanently in the place where he went %o work. That spplies
not ounly to the likes and dlslikes of the heart, but alse te
the health of the persons In raral areas the labour condl-
tions are strenuous. The pay is low, bat in urban areas the
conditions are often more attresctive then in the country and
the pay is deoidedly better. The hours of work, moreover, in
rarsl areas are irregular, sometimes very long - that ia, they
last an unressonable time during the day and well inte the
aight sometimes, but in the towns that seldom happens; the
hours there are more reasonable. The man in tBe country
who sek® works for & Zuropesn has o make brigks from sunrise
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to vunset, or cut & certain smount of came within a certain
tiwe, or help his smploysr to plough land - & perspiring,
straggling man, getting through a laborious day. When you
got the same person giving that work up and golng to a town
it may be that there he will get the Job of selling news- |
papers, but he will get Just ss well paid in the town, or T
even better. He will e a rule be able to get lighter work f‘
in the Sown than in the gountry. Our people are sgeustomed 'i'
to plenty of elbow room, but here on the farms they find they
are restricted to small plote for thelir support - for cultli-
vation, Thea, a5 soon as they have the opportumity, they
will leave the farme and try to find a place outside, - very
often in bush-veld. When they get to the Bushveld, and after
Alving there for a tiae - after having one or two fair seasons,
Shey will strike a dry season,and during such s time hard work
will mot make She soll produce anything worth mentioning. That
perven will then be driven by conditions and he will go away
from the Sushveld to a towm. In the town he finds that life
is & good deal better and more gomfortable for him thaan either
on the farm or in the Bush-veld. He may write home and ask
how the seasons are golmng, and receive a reply that the country
i still very dry; bhe will send for his wife. A man like that
will at times mot go back home, but remsin with his wife in the
town and begome a permenent resident there.

Another cause of migration from rural aress - I am talk-

ing mow of mative rural eress - 1s this: there may be differ-
snges between the tribesmen and chief, and headmen, or some other
person thet makes it umpleasant, and that man looks elrewhere

- goes away.
there are some very materisl advenmces to our pesple in
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living on native reserves. There we have not to buy the

land which we cultivate; we have not %0 esrm it by werk-

ing for it ae we do on the farme; we may keep herds of

eattle, for which we do mot pay a direct levy, and we may
Gultivate land more or h. where we choose. Over and above
this 1s the very real adventage of the diseipline which we

Are brought up to observe inm our rural areas; we are under

the ohiefs there with their headmen - their subs, and we are
taught %0 lock up to them and torespect them. That, Sir,per-
meates the whole of the mative ares and brings about a good '
feeling among the people, A person does not become self-
oentred and selfish. Sometimes our people will have amongst
them one or two progressives, but thelr living in swh an area
begomes disadvantageous; & person like that has to contend
ageinet the prevalling superstition of hirs nelghbours and even
of hin chief. Our pecple do not like to see one of thelir num-
ber having benefits which the others do not enjoy communally.
Not only that, but there are gertain reactioms. The tribal

soclal organization is opposed to a progressive belng given
more land, for example, for exteading the cultivation of the
soll, which he iz able to do better than his meighbours; they
objeet to it. Them there is the dlsadvantage, top that land
which has at one time been under cultivationm is held by those
who oultivated it - although they no longer cultivate it -
slmost in perpetulty; they will net allow amyome else %o use
that land; they look upon Lt as thelr own, although it may be
far removed from where they are thenm living. There is alse
s disadvsntage in dringing better stook ints the native re-
serves, because it &k very soon beaomes n-u-un;u by mixing
with the loeal stock, snd nelghbours will noé sllow persons
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bringing in stock like that to keep it separate - to keep it
Saored; they see no resson why it should be.
Another disadvantage, Sir, is that when & persom re-

turns from worx after having been sway for a longish spell,

he will be looked at askanse by his neighbours; they look
with disfavour on his new clothes - on his Buropean attire;
they objeot to his affected style of spesking, as they eall 1t;
they do mot like his swank; they think he has come %o lsud 1t
over them, that he hae acquired habits and tastes which they

4o not favour in the least. That is aleo a disadvantage. We
regret that »0 many of our people leave the native areas to go
into the towns; they are a looe to our soelety. After all,
there is a great deal of wealth awalting the industrious hand -
the intelligent mind;~ merely by the exsrc.se of a little
offort there is a great deal of hidden wealth lying in the na-
tive areas which can be developed. We are strenucusly opposed
to the abolition or even the modification of the existing lobole
syetem. We see no reason why we should make any change in
rogard %o lebelo. After all, we have our cattle which we gan
use for observing that customs BEven if there were to be esdu-
oated natives whomxx may poseidly here and there express a wish
that there should be & ghange in the lodolo system, I think I
am spesking for the shole eountry in geveral,and I think I am
safe in saying,that we are stromgly opposed %o any change.

the natives in this area are backward in their methods of
agricultare, but we are glad that the sutheritles are begluning
to help our people by giving them sgricultural demonstrators.

We thimx, though, gentlemen, that the Government or the Native
Affairs Department should go a little further than is being dome
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now and should provide oxen and implemente to enable ous
peepie them %0 demonstrate better than they are able to with-
out those facllitles. A disconcerting feature about life in
the native areas here is that at the time men are needed
mostly Ln thelr homes in connection with helping end turning
over the grousnd and planting the mew seacon's orops, they will
g0 % work for white people becsuse that is the séeson when
the white people particulsrly want = lot of labour; the twe
things elash. Our people would be muoch better off with grain
orops, ifax at times like that women are 1m0t so much relied
upon for doing that kind of work and if the men would alse
help. |
Working for a farmer has disadvantages too, because a
man who has a good employer has the opportunity of learning
there better methods of handling implemente and of dealing
with the sell, and 1t does cccasionally happean that such &
person on going bsck agsin %0 & native area will empleoy the
sane methods as he was employing when working for suwoh a mae-
ter; I de not say that those people have not complained in
regard to conditions on farms; Shey do complain that they
have heavy work to do, but Shere is certainly the other side
of the matter - they benefit by 4%. There are pecple whom
we can point to, for example, amonget us who have leant %o do
gertain things through working for white employers - not through
learning speeially at any particular inetlitationx,byt merely
by hoving worked for certain white people. 1 will anticipate a
question: you will probably ask me why this is not more
If natives oan generally bemefit by working for white masters,
why 4o not they do the same kind of thing when they get %o

thelr own land ae they were doing when they were on the white
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man's land? m“ﬂ;unmyuﬂom To begin with,
u-,aolnnuuﬂh; ttﬂmoih,l-ohph
Gther places %o seek work, ho.ucuut-uﬁql-n
ot the :mum-m‘mu.--uh-'-mnq
do mo-muummmmumu
has; utqmuhmnwmhmm
working for the white man. !Mmtnmuuﬂ;
may 1% continue. You have been very good to listen o me
for so long. |

S

Ak, VIOTOR NGCANU, (living at Eshows), OALISD AND EXAMINED:

ML, NOQANU: I wish to speak about matives living in
towne. It happeas Shat white people for whom we work on oscas-
Lon: ghve s nloe rooms in whioch to slesp at night, but we
have « complaint which we would like to bring to the moties
of the Commisslen, and thet Ls thet travellers visiting towss,-
I speax mere about the towms in Zululend because I do not kmow
such about the others - bave mo shelter where they can stay
over-night, They have no faelilities in regard to satiafying
snimal hunger. They hafe mno plage where they oan go, such as
on euting-house to get food. It is mot an uncommon thing for
one of our people om arriviag at a ftown %0 ask where he can
find shelber for the night, snd food, and $o be told there are
so feollities. A% last he goes %o an hotel and asks whether
he oan bs helped there., The best fhat can be dome for him
ot the hotel L8 he L sent ussally te the baok - on condition
he paye, and M ests his food feeling that he is a stranger,
num.hu--nu-ammﬂhmm




Mr. Ngoanu. <1914~

about whatever, Where there ie provision the food is not
the kind of food which a native likes; the seeting sccommo-
dation is extremely poor and uncomfortable; the service ie
very bads It 13 @ persistent grievence with us that in
these towns where we natives live we are not sllowed - know-
ing our people, knowing what they want - by those in suthor-
ity to epen up small business places,where we who can give
satisfection might have an opportunity of doing something in
the way of earning a little monmsy and getting a living. Ko
the white man will not allow us to do that.

We thank the authorities for the action taken Ly them
during the pest sesson in sending our natives to help beat
the ravages of malarial fever; bdat they have now been remov-
ed - we feel,n 1ittle %00 early. May we appeal through you
gentlemen to the Governmment to make those health visitors a

persenency in our areas, s0 that at any time and at all times
they may bs avallable to serve and help their people.
There are certaln diseaser whigh have come inte the

land since the advent of the white men, and our medicine men

are not able to deal with them; they camnot cure them. That '
v ons of the reasons why we would appeal to the Government
through you gentlemen to have these health visitors made

pormanent in the land - sppoimted permenently, so that a
gontaglous disease can be detected at an sarly stage, and
reported to European unu-_l. ::l dealt with. They have a

big pull over other kinds of/helpers - they are of our people;

we know them; they are relatives, friends, or sequaintanses '
of ours,and a man or woman who is 111 could go along to them. ~
If I for example were taken 111, I would go along and say

"So and o0 is the matter with me; I have such and such symptoms;

4
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what shall I 07" Well, he will sdviee me and, without its

becoming generally kmown, I will eseape what might have
killed me.

There is a good deal of mortality in the native areas
Gmonget women owing to the inept ways in which matermity
Gases are handled. ¥e would appeal to the Uovernment through
you gentlesen %o have some provision made for helping mothers
in that condition. We think that nurses who have been train-
¢d and are competent to deal with such cases could do a great
deal of good in saving both mothers and dsbies.

We are glad that the suthorities here at Sshowe have
not interfered with ocur beer. We are allowed to bring beer
into the township and comsume it, and we are sllowed to make
and driak beer in our aress, That is & very satisfactery
state of affsire; and we would appeal earnestly to the
Goverament mot'to imterfere with 1%, and further we would ask
that the Government take steps %o ensure that there shall
never be any selling of beet amongst matives, because it leads
to s great deal of unhappiness. There are oertaln concoe-

t lone of liguor which are made in towns which are very harmful
to our people. We would sesk that the Government preventthe
saking of drink of that kind, for 1% is positively dangerous
%o our people. When a person who has oonsumed any of these
very potent comcootions to which I have referred has to emply
and glean the dishes inside of him, what is got rid of in that
way does not bear imspection. I say that what makes these
congoctions harmful, S5ir, is the burning feeling which the
persen has in his iunside; tt makes him drink all kinds of
spirits. As long as there anything spirituous in the liquor
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n-m-auumnn.mum.m.um

a8 %o drink motor fuel - thet is, "Natalite®., That is

very hermful indeed to our people. We are told that the law
prohibits & native having grog, but we have grog daily; we get
it by the bottle, and by other means. That grog is got in a
vubtle or hidden way, and I doubt very much whether it can |
ever be stopped. Amything thet ls intoxicsating which the |
white people consume - a small quantity for example im a little
oup, is enough %o kmoek a person over whe is not sccustomed

%o 4%. I think 1t would be better, if it is impossible to

step the Lllileit business, to allow matives to have the white
san's liquor, but to stop them at any rate having the pol-
sonous concoctions %o whieh I have umﬂl.l.loMulm:

yana,
TES CHAIRMAN: When you say the pay is betder in the ur-

ban areas, do you refer to the unmarried msm ?- (MEISE): All.
A-phmﬂlmuﬂthMtL
plough and #0 on, on the farms; do not you think that is worth
money ?- Yes, I admit that, Sir; but I would sdd,whilst ad- |
mitting it, the land, as I sald in uy evidence, is =0 allocated
by the landlord, that it is not sufficient for a mative, and a |
astive likes plenty of elbow room. |
Hcyﬂﬂﬂ'uuﬂ.mnhhmkn“lih
umubm-uuumrmu\hthpuu.mc-
! have not sat down to i%, Sir, but I kmow a great deal from
;u-xn-woxmmumnm.hvumn |
would be for sayene o sit down and reckon out such & thing, un~
less he were to teke in the whole country; the conditions are m
You will find in ome part a landlord will be

different.
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generous and liberal towarde his Senmants, and it may be dee~
‘where, further om, you will get o landlord who is just the
opposite. My own heart, I dare say, requires a good deal of
satisfying, but to quote an instance which appllies to a meigh-
bour of mine, a farmer there is very generous %o his tenants,
he gives them plenty of land, and helps them in material mat-
tere, but does nothing for them as regards their =pirltual or
intellectual welfare.

Do you realise that s native - not one like yourself
who 1o & tescher, but a native who Just works with his hands
and brings his family into town, finds it more difficult te
provide for bhis needs then the native who lives on a farm 7-
% That oan be sdmitted, I think Sir, with the gualifiecation
that there agelm it will be found where inquiry could be made
that conditions are very adverse; sometimes the native in the
native srea in the same season will be detter off in the na-
tive rural area than the one on the farm. Subject to the
qualifieation that each oase would have to be considered on
ite own merits, I would say, speaking for myself, that I
would be better off in the town, because I would be living
with my wife there, who would be earaning money doing washing,
and iroming, and #0 oni in thet way I would be better off in
the town than on a farm.

You are a tescher; I was referring %o s person working
with his hands 7= In that case 1 would say to the man who does
not think about tomorrow - Lt does not matter what his colour
18 = if he wore living in a towa I guess he would be better
off than the one living on a farm, because in s plate where
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ti» re are many human beings about and houses xxmxzmxkk and
smell of food, he would feel comfortable in his inside.

MR. LUCAS: Do you mean by that that the man with the
long view - if you take the long view, he 1s better off in
Yhe town than he is on the farm 7- As I sald in my evidemse
before, Sir, a native with more or less the long view would

be better off in a town than he would be on a farm.

ANIEQPRETED BY MR, THEUNISSEN:

You say some natives who live in towns send for their
wives, who come and join them in towns; & meny Zélus stay
in tosns under these gircumstances and not come baok to the
reserves T~ Yes, there are a great many who stay with thelr

wives in the big towns, suech a8 Durban and Johaanesburg.
Also among the Zulus 7= Yes.
Are you thinking now particularly of edusated natives

or ale¢ of ordinary nstives who have not been to school 7~

There are sectlions of both who have their wives in the town.
Which is the more important ?- I do not know which

have more.
You said that under the chiefs there was diseipline,
which was & good thing. Is it the case that a good deal of

that diseipline, both towards the chief and towards the par-
ents, is breaking dowz now ?- The disecipline is not the
"Gme .

San you explain to us why that i1s? It ie mot a good
thing for the pecple to whom you belong. Why is it that
1% has broken down ?- There are several reasons for the
breaking down of the diseipline: in one case it is the way
that & partioular tribe is ruled. In some cases there bedsomes
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8 larger proportion of edugsted or seui-educated natives in
the ares, and they get infected with ideas to do things dif-
ferently, and they come to disagreement with the chief, whe
#8411 wants things done in the old way, and yet they are not
antagonistic to each other sotually.

I %ake 1t you do not gomsider this growing indiseipline
& good thing for the people ?- No , we do not think it is a
good thing, and we regret that there is indiscipline.

Can you suggest methods by which that can be remedied ?-
It would help a great deal if the native chlefs were to come
into Lline with regard to edusation and get to know things ‘
that are golng on; and I suggest that they might have edusa~
ted men an secretaries whe would read the newspapers to them,
keep them in toush with what is going onm, and also, Sir, that
instractione should be sent out $o the chiefs, and read to them,
instead of the chiefs deing eslled in here to be instructed, |

Do you think it is necessary that the chiefs themselves
should be edugated 7~ Most of the existing chiefs regret that
they are uneducated. It would bde a very fine thing if it
were smeured that thelr children should be educaded.

¥ould you advoeate making it compulsory that their ehile
dren should be educated 7= L would rather ask the Xev.Dube to

answer that questiom.

RE(. DUSE: I agree, Sir.

M. LWAS: Now, what sttitude do the educated natives
take up with regard to the chiefs; deo they =till recognise
the sathority of the ohiefs ?- (JMKISE): Yes, we look to them

as our chliefs.
Speaking as an educated mative, would you wish the
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suthority of the chiefs to be strengthened ?- Yes, we vory
ftrongly desire that our ghiefs should have greater suthority,
particularly If they hed greater knowledge, I think, w that
we could get saticfaction from them,

Why are the natives living under tribal conditions ‘
opposed %o the progressive men amongst them, in the way you
described %o us 7~ There is no real ill-feeling towards a
progreseive man; rather 1s it that he is isolated and that
he i» poked fun Ii; |

It is very aifficuls, i= It not, for the progressive man
to earry on progressive sgricultarsl methods 7= Yes.

Why do they meke it diffioult; do they thimk 1t will
horm them 7- One reason bs that the man feels Lsolated and
in the second place there ie still the old idea that he must not
have larger gardens or have more property than those above him.

They think 1% is & bad thing for the community that some
mea should begome richer than the bulk of the people 7~ Yes,
the -u‘m is progressive - who is wedlthlier thun the othere,
is not really happler im deing wealthlier, and the other pecple
slso are not pleased to see one man owning much more property
than others. |

IMTERPRETED SY MR, FAYE:

Ie there any element of witeheraft about ome men being

richer than the others 7= Yes, Sir, that is the prevalling idea,
You #xplsimisome reasons why natives who do learn improved

ferming methods do not apply them in the reserves; is not that |

a such stromger reasen than you have mentiomed ?- I admit that,

Sir, but the other is alese & welghty ressom.
In other words, before we can have a higher standard of
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agriculture ameng the natives generally, we will have %o
change Sheir whole outlook towards progress 7= I sm of
opinion that it expresses pricisely the position.

DR, RUBERTS: Would you be in favour of ecompulsory
edugation in the reserves Af possidle 7= Yes, Sir, but I
Go not Shink compulsion should be used outside children aged
from slx %o twelve years.

Would you prefer the sechools to be directly under the
Government or under missionaries 7- I think compuleory educe-
tion should be in the hands of the Government - the schools
should in these caées be ilan the hands of the Govermment.

Do not you tesch agrisulture in the sechools; does it
not come under the Natal requirements ?- 1% is down on the
syllabus, Sir, but I say frankly, in the presence of the
School Imspector who is here present - in the presence of
friends of the Sghool Imepector - that sgtuslly mothing is done
in that direstion, for various reasens.

Can yougive us one or two of them 7~ One reason is
that ! lack time and have a multiplielty of duties which it is
imperative should be performed.

More important than agriculture 7- I am mot singling
out sgricultare as a matter of less importance than other
sabjects, dut my reply applies %o a sumber of other subjects
which are in the same neglected position.

Then to what subjects 4o you give most importance ?-
Firstly seripture; secondly the language of yourselves, Emn-
glich; mext Arithmetio; then Agriculture.

THE OHAI mAN: You mentioned Ehglish in the third case;
do mot you thihk it is mush bdetter for your people to be
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educated through their own language « I do mot meantelking
the Znglish language, but to be taught through Zulu as a med-
lun 7= There are two reasons why I mentioned English there;
one is that thelr mother tongue does not help them very much
in after life when they come into sctive contact with the niu
man, The second ressom is, when they go to school they have
already an sxgellent knowledge of their mother tongue. My
further reply about that, Sir, is that resching in the vernacu~
lar is very desirable in the earlier stages of education, but
it is highly necessary in such & satter for example as arith- |
notie that English should be used , on socgount of the diffioult

terms which apply to that subject; 1t would be almost l.nud’
ble to deal adequately with arithmetic inm Zulu alons - in the
vernagular alone.

DR. ROBERT3: You represent im a certain way the younger
men; I am using that term in its wider sense. Do you think
they are growing in nmumber and in importance 7- The number is
growing, but I do mot think I csn slaim that these people are

gaining in ilmportance: and there are reasons for that.
gould you give us one or two ?= Une resson is that thay
untmmnudumunM!umhnucm

get.

OHE CHAIRMAN: will you specify what you mean by that 7-
Our edugstion - that is, the education that we get through the
business of the white mam in this land, %akes us %o a certain
pom.ulﬂ-unuumulunmum. Your child
does not as & rule find that ditch - the real diteh ~ the Aiffi-
culty of earxying om the edusation of a person who shows real E
ﬂtﬂ.?lmwhumﬂomxm. He may for example
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have a tendency towards begoming an excellent teacher, preach-
er, or an excellent representative of pecple, and many other
things; but through lack of mesns mostly - of opportunity -
he gets no farther.

DR. ROBERTS: My next gquestion will perhape be a trouble-
some one. Do not you think there will always be & gertaln amounm
of antagdniom between the older and the younger men, ae in Solo.
mon's day 7= (No answer .

Well, you need not answer 1t if you do not wish ?= I see
no reason whatever why there should be axyy kind of antagonism
between the rieing generation and the older people. I can
quote the example of the Rev.John Dube, now here, who ir sheks
Xaxdax much older and more experienced than myself. He does
not objeot to my standing kn.hoton youd and spesking to you
as 1 do, nor do the Chiefs,

M. MOSTERT: You mentioned that the Reserves were weal-

thy. le that correct ?- No Sir; what I sald was that there
are uliu‘ll'- in lving in the native reserves. I do not
think it c¢an be olaimed comparatively speaking that there is a

wealthy native ln the native area.
I am not referring %o matives; I am referring to the fact

that the reserves are good in soil ?- Yes Sir.
And it would be much more so if sagriculturally it is

sade s0 that you can grow crops ?- That i= what I say, Sir -
that when you get a good thimg in 1ife you like to see it
extended., The reserves would perhaps be still more so If they

were made blgger.
Oh no, mot bigger; I mean the present area. Cam you de

ue any suggestion as %0 how the natives themselves could do
away with superstition 7~ May I mention two methods, Sir:
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one is the compulsory education I have mentioned of ehil-
dren between the ages of six and twelve years. Another
would be the provision of places where natives could go
through exercises demonstrating that certain things canbe

done if certain sction is taken, s0 that spectators may see
that by deing = particular thing you get a particular result
= that it is not the working of magic which bringe about that
result; that there ie mo trickery about it.

Do you consider that education will do away with super-

stition 7~ Yes, Sir, I think proper education given early in
life and the spreading of the gospel will eventually have that

effeat.
Are you superstitious 7~ I guess that if I am still

saperstitious there is Just left in me the tiniest little ves-

tige of it
In your tesching do you teach against superstitiom 7-

I heve to go warily about that, Sir. I dare mot combat super-
stition openly in my teaching, but I do most strongly combat it
in a round-about way by stealth, so that the childrem are not
direotly told that gertain superstition is mo more than a super-

sti tion.

But you realise that the nation is kept back largely
from an agricultursl stendpoint owing teo superstition 7= Yes,
sir, but, as I sald, mot oaly by superstition.

only part of it T~ Yes. '

¥R, LpCcAS: In conneotion with the native admimistra-

tiom of mtive affairs in this District, is there any ilmprove-
sent which you suggest cen be made ?- Yes, Sir, in & mumber of |
waye; 1 think thet opportunities ocould be given to edusated

natives to got Govermmen! work.
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Any others ?- I think thet the Government in the
directions I heve indicated could benefit us in the way of
agricul tare.

SENATOR VAN NINKERK: Are you & marrisd man 7- Yes,
I an married at last,

Did you pay lobole 7= To the last - to the end.

Have you ever seriously considered what the effect
of the lobolo system is golng % be on your people T From this
system has there not evolved the pressnt syotem,that the native
does not barter hie cattle, and now that we live under comdi-
tions whereby the natives cennot expand as before Buropeans
came there, there will have %o be & limit on the number of
nttl‘. ¥= My mind becomes rather confused about the lobole
guestion: not begause of lobolo as lobole, but begause of the
conditions under which we are now living, S5ir: the cattle are
being harrassed by the white man, the result is that we have no
room for grasing them. You compel ue to dip them, and worry
ue generally sbout cattle, to such an extent as to muke me
wonder whether you are not reslly driving at abelishing lokde.
But my own wish is smphatically, ae I have saldx in sy evidence,
that lobolo should not is any way be interfered with; that it

should continue.
Do you think,if the natives were to become educated,

eduoated as farmere and so on, they would keep up this system
of lobole 7= Yes, I say that lobolo should continue; it is a
very desirable institution; 1% 1s part and parcel of the
soclial 1ife of us people, and I see no reason whatever why it
should be done sway with: dut I do reslise that the factors
which i have Just mentioned are a serious mensce o the comtin-
god axistence of lobolo. '
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In what way has the lobolo system glven you any sat-
isfection; the faet that you have pald for your wife, what i
satisfection has that given sh you ?- It makes me vexy happy
indeed, Sir. I feel that by having contributed lobolo when I
§o% sarried I um on excellent terms with my father-im-law - in
fuet, when I visit him he will sometimes smile - a very umususl
thing when a youth like myself comes along snd meets a person
who Le older. I find myself on excellent terms with my pprents-
in-law; not only that, my wife feels that we have done what we
have deme in the right way.

Did you lobolo your wife in momey or in cattls 7- I
used both. Sy fether-in-lsw told me that he would be satie- '
fied with 50 many head of cattle, dut that as that did not ocon- ‘
stitute the requisite number he sald he wished me to fill up the

balence by money; he remarked that he slresdy had more cattle
than he wanted. ‘
¥R, LUCAS i Would there be sny objection to its beims
ell money and no oattle ?- Yes, Sir, there is serious ob}nun;:
s coln has not got four lege, like cattle, and certain unml.u.l
which have %o be obs erved whem lobolo is given, cannot properly
be observed if one gives money; besides, the father-in-law and
his friends would feel that the ceremony wes not being observed,
snd that 1t was being fooled with, Lf anything but cattle were
veing glven. |
would it meet the conditions if thére were one for the
geremony, and ons other, and the rest in money 7= 1 would say
{n that oase, Sir, Shat it is impossible to reply Just definitely \
with one statement, but that a great deal would depend on the per-
sons. 1% may be that a father-in-law may have a particular wish
for s particular reason, and be agreeable; -)orhps Ain that cuse
s deviation may be made, but as a general rule I think it would be

|
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objeated to.

Is there & tendengy smonget the edusated natives not
to lobele their wives 7= No, Sir, I think I can safely say
that Shere ie no sueh indication at peent, because even thove
Who with thelr 1lips say that perhaps they would be peppler
merely by glving menmey, it does not materialise - they 4o not
do 1%,

Now, you spoke about the Government harrassing the
natives' gattle by dipping; 45 thet a common belief amongst
the lulas that we are enforeing dippiag in order %o harrase
them 7= There is such & feeling in the country, but I must
explain that the re are aleo many who realise that by dipping
their cattle the Authorities lave helped them save what they
hod, and those that have Dbeen saved have increased. Another
thing whichzgsuses dlssatisfection sbout dipping is the bring-
ing inte operation of the Oriminmal Law ageinst natives in cer-
taln instences, @ven when at a eskd krasl where that 1s dome
there is no responsible male at home - people sre away at work;
that causes a good deal of dissatisfaction, although we realise
that dipping as dlpping is an exeellent thing.

When you were referring to opportunities for natives,
did you mean they wanted the right to put up eating-houses,
hotels and so om 7= (Mr, Mgoama): Yes.

Are they prevented from doing thie 7- Yea.

Have they spplied for permission 7= If I am not mis-
taken, yes Sir.

You sald you were pleased that the natives were allow-
od to make beer. Do you think there is less beer selling be-
osuse they are allowed o make beer for themselves 7= 3o far

as I know utywala is not sold at all, Sir.
THE COMMISS ION ADJOURNED TO 2.15 p.m.
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M. PREDERIOK ROD STH, CALLED AND BXAMINED:

THE CHAIRMAN: What are you 7- I am Superintendent
0f Netlive Reserves and Inspector of Native labourers for
Southern Zululand.

MR, LUCAS: What ie done at present to tessh the na-
tives about the we of savings banks 7= As far as I know noth-
ing ies done, spart from what is dome in the schools; I belleve
the children in the schools are belng educated in the use of
savings banks.

Do you know of any sdult natives who are making use
ef 1t 7= Quite s number of the adult natives make use of them.

Do you think there is on opportunity, with proper
explanation, of getting larger numbers to make use of it 7= Yes,
certainly.

Do you think that enough is dose in thet way, to ex-
plain %o natives uk how they can improve their methods of liv-
ing and their methods of working ?- 4s far as I know, nothing
haes been done as regards the partioulsr question of the use
of Suvings Sanke, and neturally something could be dome in that
direction.

Do you think the native responds to explamation; If
the matter 1o explained to him is he reascnably ready to adopt
new mthods 7~ Yes, certainly.he responds, Of course, some
persons may measure things according to higher standard, bdut
he certainly responds where a thing is sympathetically explained
to him.

Qan you explain why ©o many natives who have worked
their employers' lands im an up-to-date way, do not practise
up-to~-date methods when they go back %o thelr people 7= Well,
firetly a pative who goes back to his kraal is up ageinst his
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own laziness, %o start with; there i» no-ome to drive him;

and he is up egainst gustom and emviromment; he goss back |
to his krasl,snd the fields round sbout him are all tilled by

the wowen-folk, amd naturally it is much easier for him to

allow his women-folk to cultivate his own flelds rather than

L mu-“dnnnuuc break in his pxenm and s¢ forth - and

the sustom, %00, 1s of tribal importance; it is & thing baek-

od up by the chief, as a rule, aud then aleo I think it ie

very often due % the faet that, although the native works

the fields of the farm socording to the methods shown him by

the farmer, very often he doers not understand why thie is

done. He puts it down to Just funny customs on the part of

the Buropean - his Ldlosynerscies; and with regard to the
fertiliser for example, it is quite commonly believed to be
"mutli" - medicime - snd the proper Llmpor tsmee of the thing is |
not understood.

Do you think if employers agtually took the trou-
ble %o explain the reascn for doing = mumber of thinge, that
that would have & good effeot 7= It would have a good effect.

As I have said, of course it is not the only thing that the
native is up sgalnet; 1t wuld nmot comvert the native emtirely,
bat 1t would certalniy have its effect.

THE OEAIRMAN: Have they any objection to muti ?- I |
put 1% this way: .Mnn-ﬁnﬂvo"r ie it that you cannot
muuumpummnmmut-mum
away?" Very often the first thing he will say is, "He has mutl \

to put on his fielde".
But 1f the nmative can use the sam mati why does not

he use it 8- He does not consider it svailable to him.
Kraal menure for example T- He does not look upom that

\
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88 mutl; he thinke that the use of fertilisers are more im-
pressive.

Artifielal fertilisers ?- Artificial fertilisers,
ses. '

MR, LUGAS: Im this District are there individual ne-
tives who are using uptodate methods of farming 7~ Yes, there
are several who sre carrying on ferming on gquite moderm lines
and doling quite well.

Is the produce of these men of good guality 7= Yes.

Do they hold shows 7= We have a show in Kshowe here
every year, and there are also shows held at other conpres in |
Zulaland - mtive shows,

Would these matives have cause to be ashamed of show-
ing their produce at Buropean shows ?- No, quite a number of
the exhibite at our last show here would have held guite good
place in am Eurepean show, Of course, some of the exhibits are
rather poor, but the gquality is lmproving very rapldly.

And 15 the number who sre working in an uptodate mway
increasing ¥- Certainly.

Slowly, or fairly rapidly 7- [ shouid say falrly

repidly.
And is thet inorease likely %o go om belng rapid 7-

Yes, 1 certainly think so, especislly 1if they get encouragement

and help in the form of demonstrators, agricultural schools aand

0 on.
You have two demonstrators I think in this Distriet ?-

There are twe demonstrators im this district, yes. '
Is their work satiefactory ?- Yes; they are rather
pew %o the job, sspesislly onme of them, but I consider one of

them has shown very satlefactory results.
We have been told E
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We have been told that such native farmers in other
districts are prevented by the tribes from femcing their lands
= e lands they are working; do you shémk have any difficul-
%7 In that way in this neighbourhood ?- I have never kmown
of 1%, FWaturally they object to femeing in graszing lasnd, but
[ have never known of any objection to the fencinmg in of
ploughed fields.

Is there any chamge in the reserve towards grouping
the lands - separating them from the grazing srea ?- Hone that
I am aware of.,

Have any efforts been mude %o segure that 7- HNo,not
that I know of.

Do you think it feasible to do that at present
through edusation ~ or imstruction 7= I am afrald there would
have to be some legislative aathority behind it. I d¢ not kmew
see how by edusation one could induce a mative to leave his
fields and Join in with someons else; there would have to be

someons with authority to move them. It might be done falrly

graduslly, =0 a® to cause a minimum of hardehip.
Do you think, if the legislative power were there,
that 1t eould be carried into effect without undue trouble ¥~

Oh you, I think se.

Would you recommend that power being taken by law teo
4o that 7= Yes, I do.

Have you sny doubt im your mind as to which is the
petter for progressive farming - the educated or the raw native
f- As an employee?

Well, working for himeelf, and alw as an employee 7-
Well, there cgn be no question that the educated mative is the

L] ’
petter farmer for himeelf; and I think that even as aa employee
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he very often shows more intelligence than the raw native.

Are these advanced native farmers in this distriet
educated men 7- Yes.

All of them 7= Yes.

In what ways do you see the advantage of the edusa~
ted man over the raw mtive 7= Of course, to start with he
has got greater nesds and there is a bigger incentive for him
to work, and then of course having the education he can sdapt
himself more readily to more moders methods, He can read
about them, and cen anderstand lectures that are given to him,
and w0 om.

Do they take an interest inm lectures?- Tes.

And in farming literatare 7~ Yes.

Do they take ia the farming papers ?- No, nothing
very much s0 far; Dbut you get artioles about farming and so
on in the ordinary native seoular papers, snd they do follow %o

s certain extent, but mot very much so far.

Now, these progressive farmers - do the y over-stock
their land 7= They have no option; the land ie communal, and
they are in the ssme position ae amyons else.

And mone of them have private ownership of land -
{ndividusl tenure - Not in the native reserves. There is one
ssttlement in this distriet where the aatives have got allet-
ments, dut in the native reserves of couree thay are in the

same position as the raw native.
What is the size of these sllotments 7- 25 to 30

agres.
Are they held in freshold or leasehold 7- Leasehold.
from whom 7= From the zululsnd Native Trust.

Do they over-stock their land 7- To some extent,
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-m-ohn;nuuouauucm; to some extent,

because they have Gommonages; each mtive is not confined to
his oma allotment; so 1t is mot nearly sc bad as in the nstive
reserves, :

Do you think that any apprecisble mumber of satives
e Uscoming mlive to the seriousmess of overstooking 7- Sewer-
41 progressive matives have coms to me and msked what they osn
o individuslly to have cattle that are worth keeping, or to
better their stook.

And have they followed the advige - As & matter of
fact, quite recently they have come to me - within the last
tumn-ulluhnh;n-ouuhlmwa' time with
& pamber of them,to disgues ways and means.

Ie over-stooking in the ares under you a serious pro-
blem 7= In most parts of the ares it is & very serious pro-
blem, but conditions differ somewhat.

e were %ld by Nr. Higge last week that a very large
percentage of the hards were bulls; is= that s0 here ?- It is
not my experience., Of course, the native puts off the evil day;
he may not be so gulek at seleoting & sultsble bull as & Buro-
pesn would be, but gemerally spesking I think Mr, Higge' evi-
dence was exaggerated.

Is that delay in choosing which bull to keep an
important fsetor in over-stooking 7- I do not see that that
sakes any difference; it may lead to & certain amount of
iater-breeding, but I do not see im what way it causes over-
stocking.

Is over-stoeking producing in your District the
asual results -y desudation, erosiion, end so on ?- Yes, in
the areas where over-stocking is taking plsee, that is so.
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Have you reached the stage where those dangers are |

becoming serious ?- Yes; as I My, in some areas it e getting
very serious indeed.

"hat suggestions have you got for meeting thab diffi- |
eulty 7~ First of all I would suggest a stock rate. |
DR. ROBERTS: ALL over Zululand ?- Yes. 1 think to |
start with 1t is the only falr way of taxation, snd it eliminates
uommu-utnmum-oumﬁnmmml
calf-bearing; oxen which are not belng used as trek or draught
snlmels; and I do not know Aif it i® = habit 8o mach here, but
I know down &t the goast 1t Lo quite a common ocustom, for ex-
ample, for ndtives to set aside certain oxen as offerings to
thelr smoestral spirits, and these oxen Just go year in and
year out, and will probably live until they are twenty years of
sge, they are never inspanned, and mothing is dom to them until
they begin %o grow old and thin, wnd then they are slaughtered,
What time the oxen are sating up & 1ot of grasing for uo purposs
whatever. |
Now, apart from the guestion of over-stocking - nu-}
ing that your cattle were reduced to s reasonable limit, is
there any over-population in agypart of yowr distriet 7- I
would &%-be say it L8 not over-populated, because, from an agri-
gultural poiat of view, there is ample room for them at present.
¥ith their present wetkods, or only with improved me-

thods 7= With improved methods of course.
Improved ms thods that are possible within a reasonable

time, with thelr outlook = Yes. May I put it, the extent of |

lund for agricultural purposes alone is smple at present. |
THE CHAIMAN: 1o the tendensy %o keep a large smount ¢

stock limiting the land that is avelilable for agricultursl pur-
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poses or do they only work a certaln amount of lam! for other
causes 7~ Genmerally it does not limit the smount of land taken
4p under agricultare, except in this way, that where grazing
areas have been set apart the matives view with tremendous

alarm and congern any emesuregemend encroschment of those graz~
ing areas,

|

Yos, that is the point I wanted to get at; they

Are sverse to encroaching in sny way on the grasing - they
Are averse %0 encroachment on grazing lands specislly set aside,
0t #0 much I think on agecount ¢of the area as the faot that

they like % have a wide area where they can concentrate their

eattle without having %o look after them so closely.
But spart from that, you do not find any tendency to |
limit the fields 7= WNo. 1
MR. LUWCAS: Is the type of cattle that the Zulus ‘
ponsess suitable for this country 7- Generally speaking the \
cattle are gulte good, and re-stocking took place after the ;
ravages of East Coast Fever by purchase from Europeans, and
the type of stock acquired is gemerally epeaking of quite a
high stendard., But of course where over-stocking takes place .‘1
the cattle also rapidly deteriorate and the better bred animsls w‘
dle out. OS¢ that the sype of cattle is governed almost entire~
|

umwuomu-muuo“.
which is the more important guestion: the question

of better breeding or better feeding 2- DBetter feeding, undoubd-
tedly; At ie very obvious; quite an ordl nary cow will give
you & falr quantity of milk if she is fed properly, but a good

cow will give you nothing Lf she is not fed.
Have sfforts been made in this District by nasives to

got good sileh cows P- Gh yes. As I have sald, when they
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re-stocked after Zast Coast Fover they bought good cows from
She Europeans, but to some extent they were dlssppointed in
them, bDecsuse very often they were the firet enimels that dled
when over-stoeking took place,and severe years come along. }
They eould not stemd up %0 mdverse conditions 7- No. |
Are umwnnvuuhuum‘-hnom
in for dairy ferming om a large scale ?- I know of two natives
who have separstors and who are send ing oream regularly to the

dairies,

What type of cattle 7= The Priesland type.

Are they otill ecarrying on business;fm what gemeral
factors affeoted them ¥~ Over-stoeking took place snd the milk
was reduged in quantity, so they could mot carry on; it was dae
to over-stoocking in the area.

would it be correet to say that they were diriven out |

of business by the tribal system ?- Yes, I will not say it is E

the tribal mystem, but the tribel ownership of lands,

Has there been much destruction of timber in this area
|

f- Yes, quite a considerable amount.
For what paurpoee 7= Fur the purpose of obtaining fire-

I
wood and bullding meterial.
HEas the amunt of timber not been affected by lands

taken in for cultivation 7- Yes, that alse. They are very fond
of clesring bush for the sake of getting fields. Of course,they
take advantage of the vegetadle metter thet is in the soll. They
get a good orop for u year or two, and therefore they are very

prone to clear forests for the sake of getting fields.
which do you think has been the more important faetor

in the destructiom of timber - the need for fuel and timber, or
gultivation 7- Cultivation Ls the more serious, because it is
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mich more effeetive than the other - 1t is more effective

in destroying the forest.
um&qmuomnm-mu. do they tame

Out the stumps ?- Gemerally, The method $hey sdopt is to

pile a lot of debris and so on round the tree and burn it out,

and gradually they get 1t out; they do not oclear the stumps

out sltogether at onge.

Is there in any pert of the dletriet any shortage of
fuel now T-x Yes, quite a considerable shortage.

And how is fuel obtalned there 7= They use cow-
dung in some parts of the area.

And did they not use cow-dung when there was timber
there 7= Generally they will not use cow-dung if they can get
timber,

Is eow-dung used for the manuring of the ground at
all 7= Yes; among the very-pr more progressive natives, and
especially 80 in the Nkandhla and Nqutu Districts all the cow-
dung is now beling used for mmaring purposes.

Even by the rew natives 7- Yes, even by the raw na-
tives in those areas.

Ie that an &s sdvengement of recemt growth ¥~ Yes,

comparatively.
The native d4id not do 1t before he wae fufluenced by

the Buropeans 7- No.
Is there any shortage of housing msterial 7- Yes,

& very considerable shortage.
what would you suggest to meet thet difficulty 7- I

shink it would be s very good thing 1if natives could be taught
simple stonemasonry st schools, sgricultural colleges, or amy-
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where else, where it L= comnvenient, so that they could ereet z
stone houses for themselves.

Is there plenty of stone in the distriet ?- Yes,any
amount in most places.

Are the Zulu hute now as good as they were say twenty }
yoars ago T- Uo, 1 find that they are getting much dllapidated
on acoount of the shortage of grass,.

You think that is the reason 7- Yes, I think that 1‘
the only reascn.

Does the native appreciate good housing on Buropean

farms 7= Yen, he does asppreciate it. The resson is the
native loves privecy ss muoh ae any Burcpean, and naturally,
especially if he 1s together with twenty or thirty other boys,
he will erect o hut of his own, 20 that he can have his wife
there ocooaeionally, or brew his own can of beer sud s0 on;
but gemerally speaking they do appreciate it, and I think
sleo even where they do not conselously know that they appre-
cliate 1t they feel better when they are housed properly; and
if £t had any bearing on your question, I also find 1% lo &
peychologleal faet that the farmer who puts up decent housing
is eredited with having the welfare of his natives at hears,
and 1 think very oftem that it ilmproves his labour supply.
Have you seen instances of that in this distfiot 7-Yes
Gould you give us sny detalls %0 show how you arrive
at that conclusions ?- Well, I have had one farmer say to me,
as he was building a decent set of barracks, mo started
ballding these barracks I have had numbers of boys working
for neighbouring farmers coming roynd and ssking saying when
I am finished these barracks they sre coming to work for me."
I have another instance of where a mam had mot got a single
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single local boy working for him. He had been farming on
the reserve boundsry for eight years, and after he had or-
ected very nice barrecks indeed I came to him sabout a year
afterwards and sald, "How are you getting on with your
labour™ - he had had guite = large smount of trouble up
till then. [He sald, "I do not know what has happened; I
o not know whether the housing has had snything to do with
L1t, but i% is the only explanation I can give; bdut the
fact lo that half = my boys who left me two or three years
8g0 have gome beck."

So that is mmother Lllustration of the matives'
‘willingness to respond to good treatment T~ Yes.

Would you take that ae a gerersl rule, that the na-
tive suployee will respond to good treatment T~ Yes, I
would state it as a gemeral rule., Of course, theres are al-
waye exoeptions, but they only prove the rule,

You mentioned the uutui of privagy. With regard
to barrscks, you do not suggest that each should have a se-
parate room 7- No, that would be too expensive., I think the

conoensus of opinion among planters who have put up decent
barracks 1s, 1t is not advisable to put up barracks with rooms ‘
for more than five or six boye at a time, =0 that friemnds
and relatives can get together. I kmow of an Zstate in Natal
where they changed barracks which had been put up for Indians;
they were small rooms, large enough %¢ house three boye. They
wore 80 pleased with the result that they continued to bauild
parrascks fes-beye with rooms for three boys each. '
Does the mtive as a rule like eating in large parties,
or An small parties ?- He likes %o eat in a small party; he
does not want %o Join in with too big a erowd.
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Now, -taking the Zuropesn farme on which natives
worg, what is the standard of feeding im the Distriet ?- Well,
I think everything Ls relative in this world, and I think the
best way I can explein 1t is simplydsg by stating what they do
got. On a number of Zetates they are getting mealie meal ,beans
and meat; but there are quite & number of farme still where
they are only getting mealle meal three times a day.

Nothing but mealie meal 7- No. Of course, that in-
gludes mahou, which iv a form of mealie meal., There are farms
even today where they do not get beans, only mealie meal.

DR. HOBERTS: They get mealie meal and beans, but
they will not be given at the same time?- Where beans are
given they are usually given whole mealies to mix with them.

MR, LUCAS: Do you think that regimen is satisfactory
for gooli working results ¥~ No, certainly not. We even have
cases of seurvy iam the Distriet. |

Do you think, without raising wages, there is any way ‘
in which the farmer could get bdetter results from his native
labour 7= Yes, I am deoldedly of opinion that if the working
conditions were improved, particularly as regards housing and |
feeding, that better work would be obtalned, snd a better ‘

|

labour supply.

What time does the native on task work usually kmoek
off in this dietriet 7= On the sugar plantations om the soast, ‘
boys very seldom work after midday. On some farme I have seen
them turning back at 10 or 11 o'cleek in the merning, even at «
9 o'olock sometimes, Of course, in this case they stert falrly
early in the morning - say 4 o'elock.

Do you thimk that day's work eould be inmereased Ly any
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means 7- Well, I consider that if they were properly mimked fi¥
they could wogk lomger hours without extrs physieal strain.

Ih this District I understand there is a substantial
number of recruited satives ?- Yes,

Do you come in touch with these recrulted nmatives at
all 7= Yes, very largely.

Do you know whether the conditions under which they
come are falrly represented to them before they come 7- No; I
am patisfied that very often they are misrepresented.

¥hat forms of wmisrepresentation have you come agross 7-
Usually with regard to the working conditions, and the feeding,

end s0 ons They are t%ld that they are coming up to work em

the sugar mille and that it will only be sewing up sugar bags,
and that kind of thing, and that they will have a good time
generally.

DR, ROBERTS: 1Is there any particular district that yo
think 1s afflicted with that particular hablit of lying 7~ No;

I have not been able to trade that.

MR. LUBA': Ie any misrepresentation made to them abou
feeding 7= They are ususlly told they will be well fed, getting
meat and s¢ on.I have had quite & nmumber of boys complalin to me
that they were promised meat and 4id not get it. Gemerally spe
~ing meny of the recruited boys have been to the mines and
other industrial centres before, and they think their coming
Bore will enable them to regeive the same treatment here as
there.

And the treatment Lo different here 7= Ch, most
gertalnly.

What are the differences T- With regard to the feed-
ing end housing; I am not enmtering into the question of pay.
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Now, take the gquestion of pay; the reoruited na-
tive I understand ie recrulted for 180 days working 7- Yes.

To be paid at £2 per 30 shifts ?- Yes.

How long on the average would a native be away from
the Transkei %o be sble to put im 180 daye 7- I should say
about elght or nine months is the minimum.

How do you arrive at that figure 7- Well, it takes
him about seven months, including the Jundays, to werk off
his six perlods of thirty days; then there is his travel-
ling %o and fro, then he loses by wot days and days on which
he is down with malaria or any other form of inmdisposition.
0f course, being out-door work there are quite a number of
wet daye ingluded.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: He is not pald for those?-No.

MR. LUCAS: And he has to pay his own rallway dare
7= He pays his own rallway fare from Durban ap and baek
sguin; I am not sure whether he pays his rallway fare from
his plece of recrultment to Durban.

¥e were told in Empangeni he paid from the Cape Col-
ony to Durban - Yes, he does.

He geots his rail fare from the place of working and
basck 7= No, he does not get either of these, as far ae I
know.

I think, in working it out the other day, out of
his £12, after paying fares, he gets 19/-; thatgepread over
elght %o nine months - his earmings - average between £1 and

L1.8. 6. por ﬁah for the time he is away 7- Yes,
Iz there any way in whieh you could suggest that

farsers might alter thelir methods 0 as %o get natives to come

back freely to them and save the recruiting expenses 7- I
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have advosated to them that they give the boys the employer's
address as they leave and endeavour to make arrangements

with the nearest storekeeper or station-master, or someone, so
that & boy can receive his rall fare and be able t0 have a
small sdvance when he wishes to come bagck %o him. You see,
the trouble is the native goes home,spends =ll the meney he
has, and when he wants %0 turm out %o work again he finds it
encumbent to go back to the recruiter, in order to get an ad-

vanoe.
DR, ROBERTS: You could not think of a station-

menter having that power, could you, t¢ advance money and

giving s ticket without payment 7= I do nmot know how it has
been worked, but several farmers have told me that they have

nade arrangements - that they have placed money at the disposal
of a station-manter so that he can issue tickets to certaln boys;
and some farmers also send boys up with money - trusted boys.

MAJOR ANDERZON: Will the station-master de¢ that offi-
elally 7= That I do mot know.

MR. LUCA3Z: Are there any natives who d¢ not know the
address of the farmer for whom they have been working whea they
bave been recruited 7- Oh yes, quite a number of them have very
1ittle Lfdea of the geography of the place. 1 have come asgross
boys we have pleked up slok, snd =¢ on, at places, and they
sare quite unable to tell ue where they have come from; they
only have a very vagus idea where the farmer lives.

Doee not the farmer in those clroumstances report that
they are miessing 7- No, where they do pxmmmxit trace it, it is
imposaible to get at the bottom of thinge. Very often a boy
srxives st a farm, is alek, and the farmer naturally feels very
annoyed he has been defranded; he only discovers the boy u‘
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slok two or three weeks after he has agcepted and paid for u-.‘

In some cases I think the farmer simply says %o the boy, "You
had better got home; I 40 mot want you." In some cases a
native says, "I am siek; I cannot carry on; oan I go hom?"
and very often they are picked up slek or dyingi quite a mum-
ber of them have been ploked up dead at the railway stations
et various places.

In those giroums tances they have no means of getting
home or paying their ommn reilway fare 7- No.

MAJOR AMDERTON: Do you think many cares have ocourr-
ed smonget farmers :I?l‘:;.::.'u gemerally have an epldemiec
of that sort of thing whea there is rallway constraction on
anywhere .

MR, LUGAS: Is it anybody's Job, when thers is a
rallway contract, to see that the natives are properly trea-
ted 7= I% is usually my duty %0 go round, spart from the
rellwey mediosl offiger. Uf gourse, it is diffieult because
they are moving all the time and changing, and the guestion of
housing 48 a very & fficult one, as a sajter of fact, because |
you cannot insist on their putting up good, permanent houses.

Would not moveable houses, such as are used im the
louis Trichardt District by the ‘l:: Growing people, be
possible 7= I do mot know what type of house they use there,
but they are compelied %0 use moveable houses here - corru-
gated iron things, but they are not very satisfastory.

Now, take the question of these natives that returnm;
they have been recruited, served their time, gone home, and

then returned volumtarily. Do any farsers give the natives
any advantage of what they save in fees 7- 1 do not kmow Lf
they give the natives the full advantage of what they save, but
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I know sfme of them do give consideration; I know farmers,
for example, who will repay the boy his railfare that he has
expended in coming down, if he comes bdack voluntarily sad
works for a certain period.

And do you think that hes any influenee on their com-
ing back voluntarily ?- Oh yes, that helps certalnly.

Now, An your ares are there any squatters 7- No, not
along the coastal belt; the only portion of the area where
there are any squatters is in provise (b), im the Melmoth
Distriet.

That is in your area 7~ Yes. |

Have there been any eviestions there 7- Yes.

Regently ?- Within the last couple of years, yes.

Do you know for what reacoms 7- 1 think usually it is
a8 guestion of paywent for dipping of stoek. In many cases,
too, it ile on sgeount of the lands that have been bought up
by companies or land being put in under wattles.

Hae the number evicted been large T- Yes, quite con-

siderable.
Would it run into hundreds or thousands 7- OfF
Individual natives 7- Altogether, yes.
Into what; approximately what figure ?- I should
think from that area there muet be s thousand or two natives

who have been evioted during the last four or five years,
that is gaking & very wild guess.

And is sy provision mede by these companies for the
natives they turn off 7?- Ne.

What happens to them P~ Well, they find room whe e
best they can in the adjoining mative reserves.

Now, in your district have natives gome in at all
for cane-growing ?- Yes, there are guite s number who are
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growing cane along the gcoast.

Have any obetagles been placed in thelr way at any
time 7~ I will nmot ssy that any obstacles have been plsced
in their way, but they have difficulties to overcome - thé
question of trucks, and so on; well, to some extent obsta- |
eles have been placed in their way - in this way, that some |
Farmers' Assoclations have objected to the natives sending .
gane to the mills, and some pressure has gertainly been brought |
to bear on the mille not to scoept it. [

Has that pressure succeeded 7- Yes, %o some extent; it
sucoeeds to this extent, that the natives are put up until the
end of the seavon, and then of course the mills Jjust scecept |
the cane or not, Lif 1t sults them.

Does it affect the value of the cane, having to walt
like that 7= During the end of the season the sucrose goes
down, making 1% less valuable; and furthermore, it bLecomes
rather awkward, becsuse they suddenly call on & number of
small native settlers for their came, and perhaps they only
have three or four waggons between them, and they heve great
difficulty in getting all their cane off at once; whereas,
if they were allowed to send it in regularly, one or twe I
waggons would serve a big area.

You mentioned the gquestion of trucks; do they have

any diffioulties which the ZLuropeans 4o not have in that
connegtion T~ When the trucks are allocated to the mill and
of course if the mill will not scoept their case, they cannot
get thelir trucks. OUf'course, onoe having allotted the trucks
there is always a big soramble takes place, even smong Kuro-
peans for trucks, and of course where a dispute arises bLetween
an Buropean and native, the position becomes impossible,
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What do you mean by that 7= Well, naturally & na-
tive will not stand up to a Luropean whenm it comes to sguabd-
bling over s truck,where they are loading at the same place.

Are the natives overcoming those difficulties 7-

At the present time there are two areas in this District where
the natives are supplying cane. In the one area the Depart-
ment eventually put in a siding for the natives, in the native
reserve. 50 that they do not load thelir cane in the same
place as the Europeans. In the other area, fortunately, the
mill is right on the reserve boundary and the native simply
takes the cane etraight to the mill by waggons. B850 the gues-
tion of trucking does not arise. Zven there of course they
are not allowed $o Uring it in unless the mill allow them to
do so.

DR, ROBEXTZ®: But the mill enters Lnto an arrange~
ment with them, does it not - with the natives who are growl ng
cane 7= They have no arrengement that I kmow of.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERC: There are cases where the
mills are working cane lands themselves for the natives only
¥- That is in Satal, not in 4ululond, and we are doing our
best to prevent them dolng it.

DR. RUBE:TI: Not here 7= Hot here.

SEFATOR VAN NIBKL . K: Why 4o you want %0 prevent it T4
Begause I understamd in Natal the millers have prasctically got
& lien on the Natal reserve lands, and the pesullar position
has arisen where the mative is really the landlord and also the
temans; the miller is simply now working the lands, and he
simply paye® the native out a dole every now and them to keep
him qule t.

MR. LUCAS: Is that nagtive reserve land that is being
used by the mille ?- Yes, that i# in Fatal.
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Does not that contravene the Native lLand Aet 7- Ne.
There is no lease - no legal form of lease, but the way the
mille have got im is this, and undoubtedly the mills were ia

quite in eammest when they started, they lent the natives
money; the natives falled to work their fields preperly,

and when the time comes to cut their case the matives say,

“I have not the money to pay e#f for labouriand that sort of
thing, and graduslly the position has arisen where the

miller simply walks in, ploughs the land, plante it, and
cultivates 1%, oute 1%, loads it, and bringe it in, and leaves
the native out of 1% altogether, He employs recruited labour,
pays 2/9d. or 2/6d. o day for the labour, and charges the
native anything from 12 per aent to 60 per cemt, I believe,
for the money which he has advanced - he works the field

Sor the native, and pays out the mative any balance there may
be.

Could you give us the names of any of these = You
need not mention them now;, you can give them in writing if
you 1like 7- It is out of my District.

Then I want to go on $o enother subjeot now. Is
there any way in which you think the treatment of natives by
Government Offieials could be improved ?- The treatment of
natives by Oovermment Officlale?

Yes; are they treated eivilly as & general rule,
or mot 7= I think as a general rule they are, but I think
that sometimes matives might be handled by more responsible
officlals., There is rather a teniency to lock upon the native
worker as unimportant, to some extent, snd 1% is perhaps not
always relegated to the most lmportant members of the staff,

Are there offielals insisting on salutes and natives

grovelling to theg,and 50 om Y- That is rather difficult to



MR, F. RODSETH. «1949~

answer. Of gourse, civility is always demanded, snd of
course it gan be demanded in different ways.

Do you think 1t is aggressively demanded some times
P- Yes, I thimk it is,

Is that resented by the natives 7- Yes, where it is
overdone, it is.

Would you say the native generally i= a reasonably
polite person when he comes to a Government offige 7- Yes,he
usually is.

DR, ROBERTS: Ip he not usually polite everywhere 7-
I 4o not think he is polite always in a store or on a farm;
the position is rather different: I think at times he i#
aggresaive on a farm or in a store; when he is in & store he
feels that the storekeeper, for example, is at his meray.

MR. LUBAS: I -uil like %0 put a gquestion on another
point nowe Is eredit given for lobolo catile ?7- Yes.

Is that the exgeption, or is it frequent ¥~ I think

1t is very frequent - part credit; that only part payment for
lobole is made when the marriage is celebrated.

Will the oredlit go on for long periode 7- Yes, I
think oredit is very often gquite, if not almost, indefinite.

Does that lead to earlier marriage than would other-
wise be the gase 7= Yes, of course. You mean, the marriage
takes place before the lobolo is pald? Of course, if it were
2 law thet all lobolo had to be pald before the marriage took
plage, the marriages would oftem be put off.

Has the way in which nnu:/':un garried out had
any bad effect on oattle imn this district ?- No. IV has
undoubtedly saved the cattle. Uf course, with the over-

.mm -
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I was not meaning its effect on disease; but we
were told at impangeni that the effect on the csttle them-
selves of the long distances they have %0 walk and the inacoes-
sible places the dips whre at, had the bad effect on them 7~
Of ocourse, where there is over-stocking the dlpping is a
hardship on eattle; but generally speaking the dipe are fairly
¢lonse, and 1 think the dipping is carried om with a minimunm
of hardship.

I have one more question. Do you kmow anything
about the Transkelian Council system 7- I have been to Umtats
and seen 1%, but I have not had asctusl experienge of it.

What are the prospeets of something similar in your
area 7= I think it would be quite feasible.

Have the natives in this district expressed any opin-
ion about the matter 7= I understand that all the chiefs in
this dlistriet - I do not know if there are one or two Chris-
tians - but I think they have all expressed their willingness
to the maglestrate to scoept such a system.

DR. ROBERT : PFrovided it was the Chief's Counglil 7-
Yes; they will sccept the Pondoland system.

Would they object t¢ nominated members who are not
chiefs 7~ No, the system would be Shat all chiefs would auto-
matioslly have a seat on the Couneil.

Would they object to others being added ?- I do not
think so, DO.

How would you compare the advancement of the natives
in your distriet with that of those in the Transkel 7= I think
the natives in the Transckei have advanced far mare than the

natives here.
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To what would you attribute that ?- I think it is
the system of adainistration.

Have the natives here not had as sympathetic or as
helpful sdministration as in the Transkei ?- Well, it has not
been equally progressive, I think.

SENATOR VAN NIZKERKC: He has had a shorter time sure-
ly 7= Ne, I 40 not know that he has. This country has been
under Buropean oceupstlon for & comsiderably long period.

MR, LUGAS: When you say they have not had as pro-
greosive an administration, do you mean under the Europeans ?-
Yoo, it may have been Just - I do not say anything about that -
but Lt has not been a progressive admin.stratiom; it haes not
been almed at helping the natives forward.

Would it be falr %o summarise what you have sald, in
this way, and say that the Zulu has not had as much assistance
from Buropeans as the Transkelan matives ?7- Yes, I think it
oan be put that way.

MAJOR AFNDERSON: Have you had any complaints about
scoldents to natives in the employ of farmers,ar other employ,
and about lack of compemsation afterwards 7- Yes, I have had

CHreB.
Do you think it would be reasonable to xrequire em-

ployers to insure against that, s0 asz %o enable them to com-
pensate for sccldents ?- Yes, I certainly think so.

Do you think that should be dome 7- I think i%
should be daome.

As regards the question of regularity of work by
the natives; &¢ you get complacnts from employers that na-
tives do not work regularly - that they break off for a day
or two in the week and are sometimes uway for longer 7- Yes,
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that is a very common complaint.

Has there been any improvement shown in that connec-
tion in the laest ten years 7= It is 4lffloult to say without
statisties, but I think there is an improvement. During the
last fow years there has been certalnly a greater number of

' local voluntary lebour available, and of course as labour
becomes more plentiful it tende to the improvement of diseip-
line. ‘Where labour ie searce the farmer of course gets into
the position that he will overlook anything in the matter of
slackness on the part of the native.

It haes the effect 1 suppose of employers having to
keep on their books m far larger number of matives than they
require probably ?- Oh yes, you perha s have farmers keeping
on their bookes 100 boys and they have 30 or 40 setually work-
ing.

MR, MOSTERT; You say the native prefers privacy as
far a® his living ls concerned 7= Yes.

In building compounds for natives, how would that
affeot his priveey 7= Of course, it affects 1t adversely, ee-
pecially where large roome are bailt.

What 'ul.l_'m advogoate - the farmer making a bar-
racks; how many should he allow per room - I always advise
them to duild rooms mot larger than would house five or six
boye.

There would not be much privaey inm that, especially
when he brings his wife there ?- Of course, he cannot do that;
but it naturdlly follows that 1f there are amy boys - indunas
and so forth, who are good trusted servants and who work for
some time, thap usually manage to get a smell plece of their

own, Or room.
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¥hat the farmer is doing today ie having different
huts put up for the matives: do mot you thimk that would
suffiee 7~ No. The conditions of those hute are as a rule
awful, They cammot be disinfected in any way, and as a rale
there is no one % look after those huts, and eveu where u
farmer puts up huts like that snd puts them up for a larpe
nusber of boys, there Ls 1:7;:““” there than in a barracks
- unlese a boy simply puts up & small hat for himeelf.

Does it not compare very favourably with the hute
we see at the different krasles 7- Uo, not altogether. In
their kraale the native women hardes the floors, keep them
¢lessn and so on, and when the ground on.which the kraale are
placed becomes sour and polluted, the whole krasl ir moved.
The gonditions get far worse on & farm because naturally he
cannot shift his compound, and if he hae say 100 beys, which
many of those cane-planters 40 have, 1! kmximpaxztiaiexix means
congregating a tremendous number of those natives there, and
s® a rule there is no-ome to attend to those huts; the floore
ars jJust sand, they become simply full of vermim - fleas, bugs
snd so forth, 1 very often heve natives complaining when they
1ive under those conditions.

MR, MOSTERT: MHow many nmatives are put into thoee
Mts at the present Sime ?- I do mot kmows I do mot think
there ie any sort of control; any number from fiee to tem.

Are you acgquainted with the Witwatersranmd condi-
tions 7= 1 have only heard of them;, I have not seen the
conditions there.

But geaerally you would approve of Lt in the ordinary

way, from what you have heard 7- TYes.
There are fifty boye who stey in one room 7= I ald
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not know that.

And yet you would,generally cpesking, from what you
bave heard, say the conditions are good = Yes,

You told us some thing sbout the natives having an
agrioultural show here once a year 7~ Yes.

Do you find meny natives sttend those shows Y- Yes,
we have a large crowd of matives whoattend - of course, more
particularly the semi-educated class,

Now, coming to cattle; you say that the bulls are
custrated 7- Yes.

At what age 7= Usually they put off the evil day.
Ag 8 rule, during the winter, the animal becomes thin, amd

they are afraid of the thiny lesing power altogether, and
daring the summer they are afraid of blow-fly; and umally
they walt untll the suimel is two or three yearas old.

Do you think that is gquite sound - No, it is not.

Owing to that ocsuse, wherever we have gone, we have
seen bulls six years old and more in the herds ?- There is a
¢ertaln amount of laxity about i%; Dbut I think Mr, Higge'
evidence war exaggerated.

SENATOR VAN NISKERK: Zfou mean they are usually cas-
trated whea sbout three years of age?~- Two or three.

Thay ocan do quite a lot of dasage by thea 7- Oh yes.

MR, MOSTERT: Have you heard of eattle dylng of old
age in the reserves 7~ The age limit hae been very much re-
dugced singe the over-stooking took plsece. It was quite

common for a 4ula eow, for example, %o give fifteen or
twenty calves, and I think the average now is more like seven

or elght, especially in the over-stocked aress.
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That i# not quite an answer to my question. What I
want %o Nmow in, do many cattle die of old age in the ordin-
ary way 7= They do met die of old age, no. I think it is
more or less the same thing - take for example a cold raln

after the winter, which kills of f hundrede of old cows who
are thin, amd w0 on; I do not knéw whether you put that down
to 0ld age or climetic oconditions.

Do you think that the native really realises that ow-
ing to the limited seresge for grezing, and where it is over-
stocked, his stock will never inoresse 7- I think in a gener-
4l way many of them 40 realine it, but they do not know how
%o overcome the difficulty, because the tenure is communal and
if ont man sells hie snimale they are only bought up by some-
one elee, or someone else inoreases his ®toek.

Would he not send them to Durbam ?- One native may

send half his stock away for slaughter, and hie nelighbours
say, "that men has got lese oattle; I will go wad buy some
more somewhere.”

DR. ROBEATS: You spoke of the native saving money;
are you aequainted with Father Hussey's method af Marianhill 7-

Yes, I ave heard of him; I sam not acquainted with his methed.
It has become very extensively used in the Transkel

- perbhape you know that 7- 1 have heard he has worked there;
I 40 not kmow very much about 1%,

‘ It is a syeten of saving and cooperation. You men-
tioned a stook mate; from your conslderable knowledge of the
natives do you think they would aceept that ?- They would
oppose 1%, but I thimk 1t should be faced, they would oppose

1t certalnly.
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Would they oppose it vigorously - begause it was die-
cussed when the other taxation was on, and we heard from the
magletrates that they would cppose it agtively, you do mot
think se 7= Ne.

Is masonry not tsught in Natal 7= It may be taught at
one or two schools; you find very few mesons about here.

I think it is taught at a number of them. You 414 not
mpntion 1%, but I bring it forward. With regard to the paes
laws - perhaps At is unfeir to ask if you are in favour of
pass lews - gould you indicate hox you would reduce the passes
7= Yes, I consider that moet of the passes lssued are abdsol-
utely valueless, The reamal of an ldentification pass can be
had at aay time for a shilling; the mative places no value on
1%, If he does hand 1t over %o his employer he can Jjust leave
1t; he ocan get another one from a brother, or pinch one. The
floward paeses are worse still. I find, when foreign or reorui-
ted boys from Pondoland, Transkei and so on come slong, the
passes they have on them are of no value whatever for ldeamtifi-
ention purposes., The only document of any value is the tax
receipt, and I think that by amplification of that tax receipt
ones ¢ould do away with the passes. A Sax receipt is not a
thing « native would lose very readily or d.u' away . I ger-

talnly thought in meeting the magletrates of the Transkel they
were speclallised native administrators.
Do you think 3% is dolng harm %o Zululand Dbecause

men are mat down here and not kept here 7~ I do not think it
does sny harm for a man %0 get out of am area and get differ-
ent views, but I think very frequent changes is a harmful
thing, and with due deference %o many of our successful and
sble men, I think it Ls rather risky very often bringing in men
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who have no knowledge whatever of the nuiu or his language.

Whereas In the Transkel you had a succession of big
leaders and the ordinary maglstrates who lived all their daye
in the Transkel 7= Yes.

Then you would be in faveur of making 1t a separate
branch altogether - the native work, and giving it & higher
status, and giving more salary 7- Yes, I certalnly think so.

A sort of blue riband of the Civil Jerviee 7~ Yes, I
think that would be very useful, but I certainly thimk it would
be advantageous to make it & specialised branch.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Are you in fevour of limiting the
number of lobolo cattle 7- Yes; fiwe head for commoners, seven
for native indunas, and ten for chiefs.

Is the number of tem fregquently exceeded 7- Actually
oll commoners pay eleven. There seems to be an inereasing num-

ber of people snd indunae whe claim fifteen, and the chiefsl

think elaim twenty or twenty five.

What effeet do you think 1t would have on the nation
t¢ be limited to five T= I think to start with 1t would make
the natives think in fives instesd of tens, The native thinks,
"“There Ls one woman's worth", when he gete ten; when he gets
twenty or thirty he says "there is two or three women's worth";
and he does not think he is well off until he gets fifYy. He
generally hopes to have several women and have a small surplus.
I think @ ssative would feel well off if he had twenty or thirty,
and paid five head for lobole.

Do you know of asy way in which they could reduge the
stock 7= I think the stock rate would make them sell some of

their surplus stoek.
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You would have a stock rate and supply the dipping
fres 7- The stock rate would pay for the dipping. It should
take the place of any tax for the dipping. A% present of
ocourse the dipping here in Zululand is being psid out of the
local tax, and I understend it Lis swallowing the whole of the
local tax.

And would you give the whole of the local tax to the
chief's council 7~ Yes.

Do you thiak if they were to introduce a chief's coun-
eil here that would be one of the most powerful steps we could
use for the uplifting of the people 7- Yoo, it would partiou-
larly make the natives feel the "show" is= thelr own. The
trouble teday is,with everything that has been done for the
he looks upon it as an imposition, mo matter how much it is
for his bemefit - he does not feel he hae any Say or part in
L1t !

We were told, when these delegates came baek and re-
ported on the working of the Couneil system, several chi.efs
turned 1t down ?= I took the first three chiefs who weant from
Zalulend to the Transkel, and I think they were all very im-
pressed. Of oourse, there may be others who for purposes of
their own would not advocate the thing - people who are out

for a monarchy.
Do you think the time is ripe now for them %o have

this Coumeil 7= Yes, 1 think so. That 18 as far an the ishowe
pistriet is concernedy I think it might be sald for the whole
of Southern Zululand.

DR, ROBERTS:Not Southerm and Northera together 7- I
should think that would be the best, but I have no very inti-
mate knowledge of Northern Zululand.

W —
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SENATOR VAN NIZEERK: What do you think is the reason
for this influx of uafit natives into the sugar ares here 7-
The troudble is, the recrulter gets a certaln number of boys;
there is & very stringent medical examinetion of the boys who
are sent to the mines, and the sugsr belt here ls a very con-
venient off-loading station for all the unfits. It saves the ’
recrulter losing money on all the derelicts he is collecting.
There must be something very much amiss with the medi-
¢al inspection 7= There 4s; there ip no provision under ict
156 of 1911 whereby the Government can insist on a medical ex-
sminetion,and such medligal examination that takes plage only
takes place at the request of the Direotor of Native Iabour.
This mesns Shat the Medical Offiger is employed by the nuutu._l
and naturally he is going to try to please his employer, and
where were the Medical Officer too strimgent, the recrulter would
get rid of him and employ & man who is golng % meet his needs.
lias there been s rise in wages here on the sugar Lstates
T= Yen, there is s gradual rise in wages,
What has been the rise sinece you have been here 7= 1
think 1t wae gquite common before for boys %o get say 25/- or

30/- a month. They mow get £2 to £2,10.0.

Have you anmy knowledge as to whe ther ithe boys have be-
gome more sfficlient; is 1% Just esgonomic pressure which makes
him pay 7= I think it is ecomomic pressure. Since the influx of
the regruited boy with his low vitality and inferier physique
the tasks 1 think have been reduced; I think W very often

got more work out of the boye before.
Higher wages does not always mean more efficlient work

= No.
PR, ROBERT": I huee had a great difficulty, and per-
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hape you would help me to solve {8, The number of Zulu men
are equal %o the sumbe:r of LZulu women 7= Yes, I think so.

The number born also and the number who die 7= Yes.

hbmonhunm-anmuo five
wives under these conditioms ?- Well, simply that one man hae
more oattle than asnother.

Where are they %o get them; they all marry ?7- MNeny
of the men marry late in life. I thinx polygamy ie certalnly
not m gensral today es 1t was years ago. There are numbers
and numbers of healthy men who would like %o have s large
numbar of wives, and who have only one or two, Whereas in the
clden days the Zulu kings and men of note would have a very
iarge number of wives, and the commonere would not marry at all.

Bat them, if you work it out, it seems guite impossi-
vle for & man %o bave five wives 7- I should say there is at

any rate .. slight prepondersnge of females.

THE CHAINMAN: Five wives to one husbend is rather the
exception than the rule 7= Yes.

Polygamous marriages in the majority of cases cousist
of only two wives 7= Yes.

MR, LUGAS: A witness at Ampangeni sald that 20 per
cent of the recrulted native deserted. Do you think that i@
anything like correet 7= I think that is very largely exgsgera-
ted; and 1 would Alke to say thet for some reason thare i &
great improwement, : during the last few years. There was a
period three or four years ago when desertions were very rife
indeed, but things seem %o be better now,

Do you think now that the feellag about desertions ia
still affected by the svents of several years ago ¥~ Yes, I
think so; I mesn & men who at one perlod lost a large number of

natives would probably still %hinmk of it.
Is the Master and ‘ervants Act resorted to very
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frequently in connection with the enforcement of contracts 7=

Yes, quite often.

Too much, or only reasonably 7- I should think quite
reasonsbly. As a matter of fact, with regard to desertions
there 1» such & mmall number that are ever traged that in
moet caces tl» farmer does not even bother to report them.

Of the native farmers in this district - these sucoens+
ful ones =« do you know what any of them pay their day labour-
ers ?- I think 1%t 1s usaally 1/6d4. wnd 2/- a day.

As much as 2/- ?- wWell, that . think is rather ex-
ceptional; I think 1/64. i the ordinary day lsbourer's wage.

1/6d. with food, or without food ?- Usually with &

meal.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: You say it is so diffioult for
farmers to get back natives when they desert, that they do not
report it 7= Yes.

If that is so, you might not be in possession of the
proper statistics; I man, there may be more desertions than
you know of 7= I am taking my estimate frogjust going round
and talking to the fermers, and finding out what mumber of
boys they lose; net from inquiries from the poliee.

MAJOR AKDERSON: Do you think those desertions are due
to faults in the reerulting system - the setion of perhups
unserupulous recruiters 7- Very largely. A nati/e has con-
ditions misrepresented to him, he comes up to a farm, finds
that conditions are 50 entirely different from what he expec-
ted, he has a debt of £5 or £6, and maturslly it is a tremen-
dous temptation to him to demert, and onece having deserted and
finding he can do it with lmpunity, he naturally does 1t agalnm,
snd he keeps on doing 1%, whether he has reason or not. Many

of those reeruited boys Just become like l.-.lag. plgecns -
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they Just go to a reeruiter, get an advance, come back, go out
again, sad so on.
MR. MOSTERT: Then we get the woret elass of lsbour 7-
Yan.

ZHS REV. WALTEK HAVVENDEN EALLOWES, GALLED AND SLAMINED:

THE CHAIRMAN: I understand you are prepared to meke &
statement 7= Yes,

Will you proceed please 7= 1 wanted to speak about === |

You are a missionary of whioh Churel 7= The English

The English Chureh of the FProvimee of South Afriea?-Yes.

MR, LUCAS: In whioh distriet 7- Well, I am at present
here, but I have been in different parteof Zululand.

THE OHAINMAR: Will you procsed please 7- I wish to
speak about mative agricullure and over-stocking. I wish %o point
out that mpekally in the interior of Zululand, where the chief
oot of menlies in ease of a famine is transport, that the natives
are very badly affected, and very often gets seriously into debt
over getting thelr food., So especially in the remote districte
it i a matter of great importance to them, and indirectly to the
whole country, that they should be taught %o grow their food and
not to be in need of imported food. A% present in Zululand very,
very 1ittle has ever been done %0 assist them or show them better
methods of agrisulture, snd &y own aexperience shows me that a
comparatively small effort has a very great effect on them.

About thirteen years age I was sent inte the Nékandhls Distriet;
I arrived there at & %ime of » fanine; mealles went up %o £2 a
beg locally, and the imfluenza ceught them on the top of the
famine, and I had %o bury in the three weeks I wam at my station,



RV, W,H. HALLOWES, «1963-

04 natives. It was influenza, plus famine, that killed them
Off in this way, and 1t stirred me up very considerably. 3So
1 looked st their fields; they were wretohed. You would see
kraals deep in menure; 80 deep in manure that after a rain

I have known a galf %o be drowned in the manure of the kraal;
and lmmedistely outside the krasl you would find fields simply
Shrisking for manure, snd yet not getting any at all., I
preached msnure for all I was worth. At the time I went there
i belleve I gould mmve emptied sny kraal in the immediate ‘
nelighbourhood for the asking, or st all events for a few shil-
lings. later on, after they had begunto manure and o on,
and saw the effeet of 1t, on one cocasion ! offered £5 for a
krsal full of msnure, and 1t wae refused. The only way I

could get any of that menure for myself was by Saking half.on
condition that I carted the other half on t¢ the men's land,
S0 Af an individual like myself could reslly make a differ-
ence $0 & gonnldersble number of matives, any real effort on
Bhe part of the Government - amy appointment of instruoters

to show these natives how to get more food, I am certaln would

be effective.
THE CHAIRMAN: Are there any Turther pointe which you

wish to bring before the Commission ?- Yes, the other point il
over-stocking. I can give you & few conerets instances; for
instance, ¢lose alongside of the mission station I wes at there
is the hill "fala", which was a wonderful grazing ground; it
war one of the grazing grounds of the kxings of Zululand, and

it used to De most lovely grass. Today, 1f you go up there
my time I do mot belleve you oculd twuch that grass with a
lawn mowers I have travelled sll over thet district, and

one sees this, that gradually all the sweet grasses are being



RW. W.H, HALLOWES, -1964-

eaten offy. In Ngongonl all the coarser, wiry grasses, which
are not dursble, and weeds, are taking the place of the decent
grams, fReally, what is happening in Zululand L{s a shrinking

of the avallable ground, leoking down from the NRandhla
Hille, inte the Tugels Valley, I was astonished a little time
850 = 1 think this was about & couple of years ago 4+ to nee

& hill showing up absclutely red. This is what had happened.
There had been a drought, and a fearful mortality among the |
cattle around there, owing %o drought, and these beasts had esten
dang everything they could; iax some places they had really
saten the grans out of the ground. There is nothing whatever
growing, end of course the result is erosion. The rains are
rapidly getting down to bedreck, where nothing om earth could
growth., There is really a shrimkage of the soil of South Africa
through this over-stocking, and the numbers of cattles whioh the

natives have in any oase are valusless. Clowe alongside of me
there was & mn with seveuly head, His cows were on an average
milked for about two months, and gave preclious little milk at
that. The krasl was often shors of milk. You might say, why
ﬂodiﬁmﬂhqﬂh‘h #¢ short of milk when they
have seventy head of cattle; but the cattle were growing up
Like little rats - tiny little things, and absolutely uselers, ',
snd were guite unsaleable; but the man thought he was &= rich

man, Lecause h eould count seventy head of cattle that belonged

to him.
Would they set on them the same value for lobele pur-

poses T-Yes.
THE OEALLMAN: These allk cases you mention are gertain-

iy very exzcepiional;fm they certalnly get an additional food
supply from their milk P- But Lif the catile have mothing %o
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eat how are the cows going to give milk 7

You mean, that is & esse where Lt was over-grazed 7-
Fearfully ower-grazed.

In plegces where there i more grazing the gattle do
give more milk ?- For a short time. What I fesl is the sys-
tem - or lesk of system - le ruining the country. For in-
stange, &« brother of ome of the chiefs - a man eslled
Tugneeni m-mtuu:gga stock - I believe some of
the chiefs have more - but this man has fifteen hundred head
of stook.

DR. ROBERTE: His own possession ?- Hies own posses-
slon. He occoupies an area that used t¢ be a fine grasing
ground below Modlozi Hill; he occuples sn area I should think
of asbout 4,000 seres - equal to about four large farms, and
he makes trouble if anyone else tries to graze im there with-
oat his oconsent. He reslly has no use for all this. He could
reanlise a iu; considerable amount of money if he chose, but
he does not realise it. Take smother instance - that of
Itala. When I left that District quite recently there wae a
man runsing thirty head of horses on this; only four were
broken in. He had his ow Lides as to what horses were worth.
ne -m oocasionally sell you one for c.u'. if you wished %o
buy L%, No-ome would buy them. There he was, having his
horses grasing, was & nuisanee %o himeelf and everyone slae,
and wae not paying & bean for it. With the preseat dipping
position you get sa extraerdisary position; you get & wan

owning this vast asount of stuck paying practically nothing
for the dipping ; ome of the stock inspectors %old me he had
Just dipped for a eertain mtive 700 or 800 merino sheep

on the Itala; At had eoet the Government 132, He told me
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o take the sosb out of the shesp it cost the Covernment
that amount., The soab hed been duly reported, but the man
Was not fined. This was before the mew tax came. At
that time all this men paid for the dipping, because he had
one house, was §,/- a year. That was his “W& I
think he got sead in his sheep - and I think he got it very
often - and any time he 414 1t get it the Govermment had 6
payx & good many pounds out to clean his sheep from seab.

I believe it would be to the bemefit of the m tives of iplu-
land to have a stoek tax; 1t would help to save them ralning
thelir own country, as they are dolng at present,

DR, AOBERTS: The stopping of dipping does not appeal
to you 7= 1 think sll the people on the borders of the na-
tive reserves would suffer pretty badly i1f dipping were etopp-
ed; I 40 mot know much about Nsat Coast Fever, but I expect
"o,

THA CHALAMAN: These conditions of bed over-stocklng
that you are referring %o - that is chiefly the Nkandhla Dis-
triet 7= Yes, it Lo the Nkandhla District I know best.

Do you thinmk 1t i» worse there than elsewhere im Zulu-
land ?= I think Nguta is Just as bdad; mome parte of it may
be & bit worse, I think.

Bave you any other point you wish to bring forwerd 7-
Yes, 1 wish to say this, that it seems o me that this country
nas mot been reslly govemed; for ilnstance, the posltion of
‘she native ehief - his epportunities for doing good and his
powers for doing geod; he Ras prastically no power of doing
goed, and very gconsiderable power of dolng mischief. There are
o great mayy exeeptions, but, as & rale you find the native
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ohief 1s the most backward and unprogressive person in the
dletrict; he hes oot had any esdusation. At present the
Mu—t_nt does not foree the heir to g0 %0 a mohool where

be oan learn something about the law hels supposed to sdminis-
ter, and about how to belp forward kie people, and the result
Lo he Lo & etrong opposer of any sort of progress, and he makes
1% very hot for those who wish to progress, in many cases.

THE OEAI M AN: Would you advocate compulsory educa-
tion for ehiefs' soms 7-, Yes. I think the chiefs' system
now is hewekidkixxy heredity run to xhzxxfkigz sbeurdity. In
the old daye the Zulu kings did not sppoint people because
they were of a particular family, to a chieftalinship; they
chose the best induna they could get for a certain portion of
the country. If they chose him out of the family - the old
induns - they chose the best men of that family. Now you get
handreds of these petty chieftains who have considersble su-
thority snd power %o hurt snd worry the people under them,
and they are appointed simply becsuse they are soms of their
father. Some of them are almost imbecile.

WAJOR AMDERSON: Xou vay that you sucoeeded by de-
monstration and preaching in getting the natives to use manure
7= Yes.

And improve their methods im that respect 7- Yes,

Qan you point to any similar success ia the matter
of teaching against over-stocking 7- None whatever.

MR, LUGAS: 1s there not a big difference in the two

questions; Af one cuts down hie stock, another might inmorease
his stoek over the same ares 7= He probably would.
But in the case of lands, each one has got the
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produee of the lande he works 7= Yes.

Approximately how many natives would you say im your
neighbourhood are using msnure mow - I think nearly all do
now; 1 think over a very large area, from the Babamango

border te pretty nearly getting om towarde the Nkandhla bash
= they all use some manure.

About what size is the area you have mentioned ?-
In length, that would be about thirty miles,

And breadth ?- Fifteen to twenty, [ should think.

Is that thiokly populated ?- Yes.

SENATOR VAN NISKSRE: Have you seen any improvement
in the ploughing ?- Yes, very concidersble, smd very much
greater interest; the natives there have sn sgricultaral
show now, and last year they practically did it themeelves;
with a little superviaion they d4id the whole work of the show
themselves,

Have they taken % meallie planters 7~ Yes, but only

a few.
The gesson why natives o not use s sumber of their

stock ie on acoount of the value they place on their stoek?-
it is really on account of lobolo.

‘DR, HOBETE: But you do not condemn lobolo besause
of that, but on agcount of over-stocking 7- 1 think the use
of lobole L& very rapidly fading away. I do not think really
i1t makes them take very mush greater care of thelr dsughters
than they used %o.

MR, MOSTERT: To what number would you limit the
stoek per kraal ?-, I think a useful amount of steek for a
kraal would be six or eight oxen %te plough, and #» number of
cows they need for milk really depende upon the size of the
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kraal - the number of children they have.

Would it not be rather difficult to adjudicate on any-
thing like that 7- I think the only way Lis to regulate by
tax.

Bat would you let them off-eeme have some free, or
would you tax every ome - I think the entire cost of the
dipping ought to come out of the stosk tax.

Would would you do with the surplus; there would
shep- surely be a big sarplus ¥= From the money of the stock
tax?

Yos 7= I do not think there would; I think the amount
s Saxation might be regulated 9 the amount per head might be
regulated,

You mean a sort of progressive tax ¥- I think a pro-
gressive tax on a man who was having an excessive number would
be an extremely good thing.

A Buper tax 7- Yes, & super tax,

DR. HOBERTS: You would not have it per capita over all

say 1/- per head 7= I am afraid I have not thoucht out the de-

«tails of the taxation.
SENATOR VAN SIEKSRK: Do you think the natives would

gtand & tax 7= I think they would have %o. \
sus OGUNISSION ADJOURIED AT 4,12 peme, 10 MEET AGAIN |
AT STANGER, on OCTOBERLst, 1930, FOR INGPEOTICN PURPOE
AND TO TAKE WIDSNOE ON OCTOBER 2nd, 1930. |
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