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SATIVE ECONOMIC COMMI SS10H,

Dr. J.E. Holloway (Chairman),

Msjor R.¥. Anderson, Dr. A.W. Zoberte.

ILI‘. F.A.'- m... LO. ““‘ r.'. 1. m '“ umk.

lro A-u. H..t.". -Q .000.. m..
MINUTES OF SVIDENCE,

.ﬁ*l‘h and Native

MR, ARMSTRONG: This ils a matter with whibh the
Locatlion Inspector would have dealt. It is a gquestion of
native beer. I ssked one of my elerks Just now to give
me the number of convietions of native women within a short
period. During the last six weeks there were 51 women con-
victed. (Many of these are women of quite a good type. They
have to pay about 64. a quart for beer. The native can
produge at his kraal at about 6d. a gallon; so that they have
got to pay about five or six times as much st the beer halls
as they do if they manufectured it at their kraals. The con-
sequence is & native earning sbout £2 or £3 & month spends
about 1/~ or 1/64. lmub;ar. and there is nothing left
for his family. Here in the Nunieipality the women are not
allowed to get beer at all. They have always been sccustomed
to beer. Mu“uﬁtumas!mmum-
Mhptiﬂ.hﬁhﬁl”hﬂt ellowed to have
any. Muﬂﬂhﬂ-ﬁl&.}*m‘hﬂwﬁw-
and beer shegbeens sbout. Iw-’uumum
mm-nuom%mm.mm
nstives could make as mach as they liked, except in the
villages. When I firet went there they were allowed to bring




Mr. P.G. Armstrong. «1520-

their own beer inte .tho villages, but we had no shebeens and
no fllieit liguor dealing and no drunkemness, until the
South African Police took over and started prosecuting. At
the Colllieries they pay 6d4. a gquart for beer. A native can
make a panffin tin containing four galloms for 2/- to 2/64.
while the natives - not only the mine natives, but mkm the
surrounding natives, are buying thelr beer at the mine can-
teens, and there is nothing lef! over for their families.
That is the reasom why these women are brewing beer illiclitly
and being prosecuted for it.

SENATOR VAN NISKERK: Would you advocate doing away

with the beer ?- I would not do away with the beer-hall in
the Munieipality at all. I thinmk it is a good thihg. I
would allow decent native on & permit to make thelir own beer,
and ae soon av they asbuse 1t I would cancel it, or cancel it
for u time, and 1 would only allow it for their own consump-
tiom. I would mot allow any beer drinking - not visitors
there to have beer. At the mines the canteens should not be
in the hande of private people at all. These canteens are
open until 9 o'clock at night very of ten, every day including
Sundaye, and most of the serious orimes in this court arise
from this sort of thing.

DR. ROBERTS: Would it mot be rather a difficult
thing, acecording to native law, or custom of courtesy, to
keep beer from visiters T They have to do it - prosecute
them snd cancel their permits. It is mative custom to so and
nave beer, but u'-ltmmwh beew on the premises
: mmm“-ﬁ»wmmhnmm it
umum-mmﬁumum The
women are uh-hhhhﬂﬂhﬂ.m et the nine canteens the
vest oustomers are the women. I would slse like to say these
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profits are used for good works, but the unfortanate native whe

ies earning £3 a month WM

native who does not drink beer at all bemefity equally; there
is nothing in prineiple agelnst that, but it shows that the
profite are teo big altogether.

Mi. LUCAS: I= mot that guite as big a difficulty in
the control as the other polnt that you have mentioned ? If
you allow the wom'n %o brew beer for their own consumption 7
But you still have %o sell %o other peopls at this very high
priee, snd are not you golng to have illieit selling 7- They
wast reduce the prigce. There are natives whe have no faecili-
ties for making beer.

I was not msaning that; to carry out the suggestion
and get the results you want, 1s it not necessary that the
beer rhopes should be rum practically without a profit 7= That
is what I say; make £100 a year profit, or something; do mot
mace a big proflit, becsuse the native cammot psy for his beer.

Mi., MOSPER”: Do these mine places pay a licence ?-
I think s0; I ean find out, I am not really sure about that.
There is no Board.

But then of course they give it all free. Om the
farm: we look upon Lt as a food, as a ration, and so of course
you have to get permission. Now, the mine stores; I suppome
they must do guite a good shimg trade, sccording to the fi-
gures we see from the Manleipaslity ?- Yes, but they make
thourands & year profit, "'* stores,

!hthﬁﬂlmwlh quite a good trade 7-
Yes, 1t is quite good thing; Hwnﬂ cupply their
o--uvuuﬁmn-mu*-mmu.

Free ?- Yes, free. it I may tell you gentlemen

T T T TmTEI————
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it is such a burning guestion; as I tell you, we have 3,000
cases here & year; and out of those u alx weeks we had 51
women conviected for beer ullhg. You ¢ imagine the per-
centage. We had a® many as 150 orderly women march down herex
about this beer question. So their feeling ils verjy strong.
They say, "There ls nothing for us left;" ¢that what the hus-
band spends on beer amounts to his earnings very of ten.

CHIW BIKELABANI, (Mbateni Tribe, Vryheid District),
CALLSD AND EXAMINED, INTERPRETED BY MR, FAYE:

(CHIEF BIKELABANI): Speaking for my tribe, Sir,
L have been asked to represent that the conditions of the

natives in this district are dAifficulty. They complain that

after the country was taken by the white men from the Zulus in
the time of Cetywayo to this day the conditions on the farms

have graduslly become more and more difficult. Today natives in
nany oaves are wandering about the hills homeless. Those who

are not wandering sbout are living on the farms, but they get
little or ne pay. W“hen the peopls are evicted from farms they
have to look about to find somewhere or other where they can
live, snd a big proportion of them come to the towm area of
Vryheid. You will lave notiged perhaps that there is a place
bullt mear the tomn which is set aside for ocoupation by natives;
many of them go there, gmmmmmpmm are
left behind and who lose their kith and kin owing to the hard
conditions on farmss They appeal to the Government to come .
to their rescus, Sir, ummm When I speak of
Viyheid, I do mot memtion that s $he only place to which our
people fly; they flee to other towms, to as far as Johammesburg.
My people asked me to represent, Sir, that 1t is very hard for

them to meet the reguirements of the Govermment by way of paying
taxes, becamse they do mot get well paid om the farms, and often
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over and ove:r agaln, when the time comes for the payment of
the taxes, they have not encugh money to meet them. The re-
sult is that they are apprehended and puni shed.

My people wish me to represent, Sir, that after all
#e were the chlldren of a king who provided for us. HNow that
king has been succeeded by the white axthpxktisd suthorlities
they would beg their new white fathers to care for them, as they
were cared for in the 0ld days. They belong to the country as
much as vermin belong to the country; ee much éven as flies
belong to the country.

1 am ssked to represent that they are short of land
for cultivating. Food is absolutely neceseary for the sustenance
of 1ife, and a person does very much wish to enjoy his meal in
peace and comfort: but we do not do that.

My people also wish me to represent that as their
Chief I am landless. When I say that, Sir, I do not refer to
ryeelf alone, because there 1 can speak for other chiefs in thie
district; they too are landless. When it ls necessary for me
to go out inte parts of the area where I have followers, te try
their casen, I have to get permission first from the owner of
the lend before [ can enter the land and do any business - that
is, to carry out sy duties as a chief. The same applies to a
minister of religion; he may nmet enter a farm for the purpose
of doing his work without first getting the permission of the
owner, mtumtnqoquw. '

.m'hthol

1 would very
much like to speak with regard to a mative i.-hn“
lies about three miles from town here, and whieh is kmown s
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Vryheld Last Township. That town wae lald out about the year
1905. Both 4he Europeans and natives bought that land during
that time, and up to the year 1’13.‘ Those natives who
bought land during that time got their transfer as they made
the purcheses, before the Hatives' land Aet. But there are
others of our people who bought land subseguent to that date,
who have not had transfer.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Is that after 1913 ?- After 1913,
air. They bought that lend with their small earnimgs in the
town here; and we have made representations to the Government
several times for them to have transfer, through our magistrates
and native commissioners, and w General Smuts when he was
’rime Vinister. But so far we have not been successful. The
position is simply this, Eurdpeans camnot live side by side with
use I am one of the buyers in the same locallty, and Earopesns
cunnot oceupy land side by side with me and other natives who
bought before that date. I make representations om behalf of
our people - those people who have alresdy spend their earnings
in buying this lamd, that the G-vng.-t may allow transfer to

be passed to them imdividually. Because, after all, money is
nothing; even if they refunded those monies I suppose they
would be szpent and they would have mo place to live on. The
natives I am speaking om behalf of have bullt homesteads on these
lands in the hope that tramsfer would be passed to them. I
think 1f the Govermment im sympathetic with our people, that
they should be settled on lnl;-hlld drifting into towns,
they esn show it in a wmw giving those natives
transfer. ‘lft.v b
And, “ir, I just want to emdorse what our native com-
missioner has seld this morning in commection with beer. 1
endorse every word that he sald, because 1 know the conditions
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of our people. I nv;\ ‘been living here for the past twenty-
eight years.

Sir, Inluilhh epeak upon the conditions of our
native people on land - that is, on private land. Most of our
native people there receive no pay. I deo not say that they all
do nmot reeelve any pay, but the majority do not recelve any pay.
I am gquite aware that they are living on private lands, and have
#ot to sive labour, but at the same time they have meny wants,.
such as paying poll tax, and some of them require to buy perhaps
tobaceo for themselves during the six monthe they are in servige,
ind that often puts them to a lot of temptations - and they have
got to supply their own clothing. I think the conditions of our

native peovple living on private 1::3:_‘.“ be improved by the
Government acting on behalf of our people. 1 do meot %ink it would

be out of place if a minimum wage perhaps was arranged between ‘
the farmers and the natives. I am of opiniem, Sir, that the |
causes of our people drifting into towns is because the conditions
are not what they ought to be on farms and they find the condi-
tions beteer in towns, I think the drif'ing of our people star-

ted in or about the year 1913 - that is, the year of the land
Act, and s0 it has continued, because our people are not allowed

to mmrohtuhrum to have any interest in land; and
so I thinmk this influx of our people into the towns can be
arrested by ereating inducements on land whereby they could be
msde t0 zo back to the land. As an instence, I would respect-
fully urge the Government to make arrangements to buy land ad-
joining the present reserves and emcouraging our landless people
into those farms adjolning the reserves. I think we are all
agreed, Sir, that our people are mot originally urban pecple;
they have always lived in the country: they are s pastoral
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pecple.

Sir, I also want to speak on licences im the locations
- that is, locations in urban areas. I think our people ought
to be encouraged -~ in fact, I think the Municipalities ought to
sllow them %o trade amongst thelr own people. I belleve the
Admini stration Act of 1927 sayes something sbout this; bdaut I
know even in this town our people have made application to the
“unielipality ‘o trade in the locatiom, in the town here. Of
course, it is u mew location - perhaps the residénces have not
been completed yet; I cam grant that, Sir, but I think our peo-
ple would be very pleased Lf they could be allowed to trade with
their own people, seeing that Europeans camnot trade in the

location.

And, Sir, I would like to speak on the lobola custom.
I think the lobola gustom ought to remain aps 1t is, as it 10 &
traditlonal custom with our people. I think orlginmally the
lovols custom signified good-will between the ambheridbes par-
ties who require to form a friemdship on the basis of the mar-
riage congerned., I am very pleased that the lobola custom has
been relinforeed by the Administration Aet of 1927. That is all
I would 1ike to speak about, Sir.

MR, DANIEL NIYANGASE, (Chief, Maboko; Ngotsehe Die-

triet),
CALLED D :

(ITERPRATED BY MR, FAYE): MR, NEYANGASE: I ama

farm native, living on private lsnds. We had a meeting at

Hlobane of natives attached to the “wedish Mission and others,
including Christians and Son-Christians. The meeting shose me
to come here to represent certain views. 1 was asked to state
that conditions at and sround Hlobane are very ansatisfactory
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as a result of the beer drinking which goes on there.

(Mite FPAYE): I was trylmg to find out what he meant by

"beer drinking”; at onme time he saye "dangerous concédions,"
and at enother "their own beer". (MR, NTYANGASE): The

meeting asked that the Government should intervene and save

the people from this danger that we speak of; when we speak

of danger, we speak of what we have actually seen and that

can be proved. The people are being carried away as by a
flood, and during the cold weather some of them die from ex-
posare. This drinking of liquor also leads to fighting

deily. It is represented also, Sir, that this concerns not
only the grown-up men but aleo the women and even the children.
The matter has got beyond them mow, and they are appealing to
the Government to come to them in thelr helplessness and save
them. The people also complain, Sir, in regard to thelr wages.
At the mine they say that sometimes they will work a full day
and get nothing for 1t; their ticket is not marked. They
cannot understand why this happens, That is snother matter
about which they ask for the help of the Govermment., Drink-
ing cause a lot of degredation; the people lose all self- l
respect, s0 that people do not seem t0 kmow what is proper,
what 1o degent in life; they have lost all semse of propriety;

|

they have no respect elther for God or mam., That is all I

have to say, Sir.

(::l.':f.ﬂlut lagoboyl, Madide
CALLED AND EXAMINED:  (INTERPRETED SY MR, FAYE):

M2, ZOEDO: I am a farm native. I lmve been sent

here by the Acting Chief. He has asked me to come %o represent
that the people on the farme are beins scattered, drifting
sway from their homes., That means that these people are belng
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deprived of the benefite of home gemerally and all that it
/m ¥y chief has asked me to represent also thet the
people get no payment to-; the work they render on farms.

That applies, S5ir, mot only to our people, but also to the
indunae - yea, even to the chlefs themselves. That is what I
was seant %o represent, Sir,

THS CHATHMAN: When you say the conditions for the ma-
tives have become more and more difficult, do you recognise
that conditions gemerally have begome more and more diffiecult
for the white man Y- (BIKELABANI): I know that, Sir.
After you had conguered us you proclaimed that the land would
ve ruled by you ander your laws, That 18 why we are appealing
to you mow % help us in our distress.

You stated that the Govermment should buy land ad-
Jolning the reserves, for natives 7- (NDHLOVU): Yes, Sir.

How do you propose it should be done 7~ Im
individual tenure would be the beast,

Do you think the bulk of your people are ready for
individual tenure 7- 1 think our progressive natives prefer
individual tenure, and I think the tendexglies of our pecple
are towarde that, begsuse they are not all industrdal, snd so
I think this community tenure does not answer, because the pro- ‘
gressive native does not reap all the bemefit that he would |
otherwise get if 1t were individual tenure, Sir.

Now, what proportion of your people do you think
would be ready for individual temure mow ?- Well, I admit,
“dr, that 1t would be & small number.

Bat it is the begimning of progress 7~ Yes, I admit

that, Sir.
If you have imdividuesl temure, presumsbly you would
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have %o give common lande for grazing ?- Yes, Sir.

Because an individual would not be biz emough to make
provision for his own needs ?- Yes, Sir.

Now, who should pay for that ground ?- Well, I think
the Goverament ought to form a scheme, and I think the Govern-
ment ought %o help our people from the Development Fund.

Yes; but when you say "help”, what do you mean; must
the land be given to them, or mast they pay for it 7- Well,

I think the Government ought to form a scheme whereby, 1f the
Government camnot buy thie land for them out of these funds,

the Government ought to encourage our people to acquire that

land on easy terms.

In other words, credit facilities for buying land
should be provided ?- Yes, Sir.

i think you will admit that the genersl standard of

agriculturgl practice of your people ies still very low 7-
Yes, I admit that, Sir.

Is 1t not the case that very frequently they harm the
land ?- Well, I think if the land is not properly tilled, it

is harmful; Xt I admit that.

Do not they harm it teo by grazing %00 many animals on
i1t 7= Well, I think over-stocking the land i» mot beneficlial
by any means.

Now, if you extend the amount of land, are not you
thereby extending the area whieh they can harm; would it not
be a more important thing,to start with, %o tu_cl them how to
use the lamd ,rother than %o give them more land to use badly ?-
I think out of the funds which at present exist, there ought
to be demomstrators to teach our people how to get the best
resalts from the land.

Which is more lmportant; giving them more land and
allo=ing them to use it bedly, or giving them demonatrators %o
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tesch them to use well the land that they have ?- I thinmk it
L s certainly very useful to give them demonstratore to improve
the land which they dready own, and then if further land is to
be siven % them, thet demonstrators be provided for them so
that they can get the best results from the land.

But the education is more important now than the land :
7~ Education is lmportant, but these two things sppear to go
together, Sir, because people have got to live.

Now, with regard to trading in urban locations, are
there enough natives who have the capital with which to start
thelir trade 7= I think on & small basis.

The experience that we have had hitherto is that nu-
tives «ho have engaged in trade in Vryheld have gemerally lost
all they had ?- Well, Sir, 1 think in other native towmships
like Alexandre Townshipx and Nancefleld the careful natives
have been encouraged to trade in those townships and earnm a
living and trade amongst their people.

You think they ought to be given this opportunity
in order to teach you how %o do it 7- Well, I think they
ought %o be given an opportunity, =0 that they can earn a
living, Sir.

Yes, and if you go bankrupt you do not earn a living.
The experience that hae been given to us up te the present is
that the natives very fregquemtly fail. Do you consider that
in spite of that they ought to be given this opportunity in
order to get the experience necessary, s¢ that they shall not

fall later 7= Yes, exactly, Sir.

With regard to Viyheld Zast - I take it that is
Bestersprult ?- Yes, Sir. .

What d¢ you suggest should be dome there 7= 1 suggest
those natives who have already got land and sre living on the
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land ought to be given transfer, and u;htﬂu land there is
st1ll retained by white people, the sale of those plots ought
to be made possible to the pux natives, m.n cannot
reside side by side wlith the Europesans, and what Europeans we
have there are those who have simply come down in the world.

In other words, that should be uh\u scheduled area
?= I think so.

le it not a disadvantage to have a small scheduled
area llke that right among European farms - I think 1t i8 an
advantage, because they will get all the labour they want;
they are clamouring for labour.

It will be an advantage %o “uropeans 7?- Yes,

Iookihg at it from the point of view of the native,
would 1% mot be s usefal thing to have small scheduled aress
inside European areas ?- No, Sir; I only wanted to confine
myself to Besterspruit. I do not say Lt would be feasible
to put small areas within Buropean communities; I have al-
ready sald I think it would be better if land adjoining the
reserves should be occcupled by natives.

But owiug to the situstion that exists here, you con-
sider the best 1= to carry that through logleally %o the emd 7-
I thihk so, because the natives ¥ho have already got transfer
camnot be shifted. '

Do you know how many natives have tﬁmiu at Besters-
spruit 7- (MR, ARMSTRONG): Elevem.

Do you kmow how many Mave bought without havimg title
?- I thimk sbout twenty or thirty.

There are less thanm fifty natives who have small
pleces of land., Now, which of the two schemes do you prefer
- to make the whole of this Besterspruit area a scheduled
ares, or %o give these natives land in edchange dordering on
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native areas ?- (Ndhlova): I say it would be better to
make it a scheduled native area. Why I say so is this,
munult“:. natives have already got Memesteads on those
lands which could not perhape be quite suitable for Suropean
occupation.

But supposing they were compensated for those home-
steads and were given lands adjoining the native area, would
not that be a more satisfactory way out of the difficulty 7-
Well, they would be away from the centres of their labour,
vecause you 50® most of the natives who live in that area
are natives who work continuslly in town here. E

But the bulk of the natives are away from the cen-
tres of thelr labour, are they not ?- Yes, but it is much
better for natives to work during the day and to return
home to thelr familles in the evening.

In other words, you would be inclined o think it
would be useful to have wwmmwa-
Well, Sir, I do mot really like to have to say that, but I
only say this becsuse this conditiom took place before na-
tives were debarred from buying land, and I know what is
the feeling against having small native communities amohgst
Suropeans. :

MR. MOSTERT: Speaking about the reserves and the
allocation of the reserves of the natives for farming purposes,
do you advocate that these sllotments in the reserves should
be set spart and surveyed, so that every man knows exactly his
plot 7-, Yes.

That i# what you would advocate ?- Yes, Sir.

Becsuse, Af 1%t 13 not a0, it is just given out at
random; it is given out by the chiefs, and sometimes there are
& lot of favours shown. Therefore, you would say you would
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like to know which is your plece of gr 7= Yes, Sir.

Now, with regard to the “unicipal locations in the
town. 1 understand that many of the better class natives -
educated natives - do not like to live there: u.lm ﬁn
me the reason why 7- I think it is on account or'.\nmhc
that sometimes takes place there, and on sccount 'ﬂ‘ this
illieit brewing which often takes place in the locstions, and
the better class wanting to keep away from sueh soclety, so
that they can live in peace and not be mixed up with such
of thelr people.

That is the reason ?- That ls the reason, Sir.

MR. LUCAT: ©Of what size are those plots at Viyheld
Last 7= They cary from one asere \u teenty acres.

Are they farmed by the r‘qdluta 7= Yes. /

Are there any of them that are able %o grow all they
require without going out to work ?- Most of these plots are
bailt on now. They planmt mealies and potatoes, sad they farm
part of 1%, during theday perhaps,and after they returm from
thelir work. ©Of course, during working hours they all go inte
towm.

Or el=e go on to the farms 7~ Yes.

Those who go on to the farms, what wages do they get
?- I think abeut 1/- & day.

Now, is the farming that 1s done in that townshlp
better than the farming that is ususlly done by squatting na-
tives 7~ 1 thimk se, Sir.

You think they are more progressive there than on
the private farms - the natives I am Salking about 7= I thimk
#0, “ir, they manure their lamnd; they get the kraal manure
and spread it on their lands.

1



Bative witnesses, -1534-

Is hthuuhmumtluumutwto-r
it is belng used - I do mot think so, Sir,

Is it ﬁatv’oo!-unmhlhﬂumm
spoke sbout glving individusl tenure near the reserves ?- !n.",“
Sir,

Not the native with the standard of agricalture which
would spoil the land ?- BNe, Sir.

Are there privete farme round thie township of Vry-
held Zast ?- Yes, 8ir.

Do you meow anything about the conditions on them ?-
1 do, Sir,

Do the young men - the boys - on these private farms
remsin and work there, or do they 4o what we have been told
50 many 4o - run away to th}otmt- They rus away inte
towns because the conditions on private lands arcund there do
not pay = the farmers do not pay their boys, and I know that
«here boys are paid the labour conditions are bettex, becsuse
these farmers who pay their natives cam get their natives, and
secause the natives koow what they are working for.

And they have got the momey to meet their needs ?-
Lxae tly, Sir.

Do you think the ghlief reason why the uat.ves leave is
because they g+t no momey ?- Exsctly, Sir.

Now these natives who live in Vryheid Zast and work
on the farms, do they work year lm and year ocut 7- Well, they
work comtinuously; I kmow of no natives who have rest; they
work all the year round. 5

And gemerally sre satisfied to do that ?- Yes, Sir.

Do you thinmk ifex that sort of m’-nmnﬂ-
ditions inm that township were extended there would be a
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regular supply of labour for the farms ?- Yes, Six. |
Now, the young sons of these natives in Vryheld
East who work on the farms, do they also work om the farms 7- ‘
Well, they work on farms as well as in the town, wherever they
can get regular employment,
Do you find the sons of the men in this township rgpn
away to other towns ?- Neo, Sir. ;
What, in your mind, ils the differemce; why do those on
the farms run away, while those in this township do nmot ?-
Becuuse these boys in the township are living with their people,

and they have regular employment by getting 1t Jn the towns and
on the surrounding farms, snd for which they receive payment,

‘hereas un private farms, where the families of these young m{
reside, they get no pay, because their iév people are living on
the farms.
Is there a school in this township ?- There is a
school im the town here st the present time, but we expect
very shortly a school will be built im the location.
I am talking about Vryheid East; is there a school
there 7- There is a school there.
Is 1t well attended 7- Yes.
Are the natives there keem about educatiom ?- Yes, Sir.
Do they have anybody to tesch the grown-up ones there
- the adult natives ?- There are two schoole there; one I
think is under the Lutheran Ghurch, and thebther is under the
Roman Cathollie Misslion.
Those are for children, are they not 7- Yes.
But is there any for the grown-ups %o get teaching 7-

NHo.
DR. ROBERTS: Zhere ie no evening school ?- There is mo

evening schoel.
MR, LUCAS: Ls there im this District much opening
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for educated natives - are there many openings for educated -
natives 7~ 1 should not say there is much opening, but there
ie a falr opealng, sscording to the populsation I thimk.

What sort of occupations are the educated natives

getting into iu thie distriet 7= As elerks in the mines and
in the compounds, and as olerks to labour agents in the towns,
and some serve behind counters in native stores, and there are
some in lawyers' offices.
Are there any carpenters, masons and so on T- Yes.
Are they able to make a living ?- As a matter of

tfact, I can sa; there ils a growing temdency for young boys teo
learn trades. .

Where do they learn those ?- They learn trades in
the Xoman Catholle ¥isslon,which is about six or seven miles
from here.

Do you know of nay native who is a mason in this dis-
triet 7= Yes, 1 know of one - Zungu.

Does he work exolusively for natives, or does he get
work for Europeans as well ?- He does a lot of work for Egpro-
peans. ’ '

He contracts for them: or does he work for a Suropean
master ?- MNo, he contracts for them, Sir.

And does he employ any natives himself ?- Yes.

And is he training & boy to do the same sort of work
- I kmow he has got a young boy under his training who also
wiches to learm the same trade.

Not just a labourer, bul one who is learning the

trade?- Yes,Sir.
Do you know of suy similar instane<s in other trades
7- Yes, as cobblers; there sre quite a lot of them.
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‘here are native cobblers here ?- Yes, a lot of them. -

Do they work for Zuropeans at all, or just for nﬁn-
7~ They cometimes work for Europeans and sometimes for other
native ecobblers,

Yo you get any complaints im this tows from the
Z.ropeans about the competition from these natives ?- No, mot to
& great u‘hltj 1 bave not heard of any. ‘

Now, is there any Sralning for natives in this distriet
for agrieulture, apart from what they can earn on the farms ?-
%o, Sir.

Is there a demonstrator im this distriet ?- Ne, Sir.

These natives who are ia this Vryheid Zast district -
where do they larn their agriculture ?- I suppose they have
learnt Lt from the surrcunding farmers.

You told us that they manure their lsnd 7- Yes.

Do they $eik-yeu plough deeper than the native usually
does 7= Yen,

And do they keep cattle 7- Yen.

Ie there a commonage for this towmship, or where do
they graze them ?- They graze thelir cattle on the remsinder,

under sufferance.
Prom whom T~ From the owmer.

In this district on which this farm is 7~ Yes.

You mentioned that there were natives serving behind
the counters in stores ¥= Yes,Sir.

Do you think they are getting a training which =ill
enable them to carry om & trade 7- Yes, Sir.

That is a sort of person who would be sepable of golng
in for trading ?- Yes, Sir.

At this township of Vryheid Zas$, do the natives
there have amy produce %o sell ?- Yes, Sir.
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Where do they sell it ?- In town here.

Do they sell it for cash or do they barter it ?-
They sell it for cash.

Ie there a store at the township ?- There is, Sir.

Who is that run by 7- It ls run by Jewish people.

Can any goods be sold there for cash, or does this
storekeeper ineist on bartering ?- They are people who
have only recently come there, and I do mot think our peo-
ple barter any of their goods at all; I think they slwaye
sell their goods for cash in the town.

In the country districts in this neigzhbourhood,
do the natives sell for cash to the stores, or do they
barter 7- They usually sell for cash, Sir.

Is mroa'amumnum-u-r- No, Sir.

There is nok body of people which helps to get
discussions between the Zuropeans and the matives ?- No.

DR. ROBERTS: But you are going to create a coun-
eil, are you not 7= Yes, there is one in course of for-

mation.




£ v
TH: CHAIMAN: 1 understand you ua% statement about

veneral désease in this dletrict ?- Yes. I may state that

I am District ‘“urgeen for Vryheld snd I am also Hedlcal Officer
for one colllery, New Tendega. As Dirtrict Surgeon I have to J
vecclnate the natives, I have to undsrtake the snnusl veccina-
tions, and I vielt the gaol regulerly. A4s sine doctor I have
to examine all the boys on the nine,$I have to examine the new
recralts who come in to Join the mine. Alse for some time
Dr. fennedy wae 111 and I 41d his mine work. ! visited the
oouunuumummmmawump
tients there. During the last few years I consider that the
mamber of syphilis caces have been greatly reduced. Iohn
uanrmozﬂuwnuuounomlmn-u:llhdﬂ
say there lo sbout one, sometimes up to three, cuses of syphi
‘ome times there are cone at all. 50 far as the alne ls con-
corned, between 700 and 800 boys go through my hands on the
mine, making comething like 1100 in sll. Altogether we have
treated two cases of syphilis out of the 1100, Mm.o'
distriet surgeon's work ie goncernmed, ! am ot present treating
five, of which three are from one farm, which seems to have ,‘
been infeoted on Shat ome farm. Moct of the others have beem
cured. PFurther the arrangement is with the Fative Affsirs ;
Jepartment that every month the natives have o pay their 1/-,
and 1f the bassds wish, they can send ‘hem ‘o be examined by me
and quite @ 1ot svail themeslves of that, snd every mesth I |
examine them, and cince we have been dping that , out of 100
psople that 4 have examined, there may have been ome of
syphillis. The Na'lve Affairs Department send the natives to
me to be examined.

PR, R0BERTS: That le the “unicipal Native Affalrs Depart~-
ment 7~ No, that is the ordinary Native Affaire Department. J

1
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All the natives employed in town have to pay 1/- per month,
and 1Lf they have a note "We want thise uun'h be examined
by the dcotor™, the case is sent to me. ﬂ!. fur ther
I have mentioned the matter to the gentlemsn in charge of
the compound. 1 hawe treated one or two caces of syphilis
at tie compound, and he tells me too that there are very
few of such cases there. It is quite true that at one time
there were more. Jr. Easger is very keen sbout having these
people treated, and the mines, since they have been treating
them, have expressed the opinion that there are very, very
few such cases. I should say that the percentage of
syphilis in this district is between one and two.

THE CHAIRMAN: The nativee who go to the mines, do they
have to pase any medlical test 7~ Every mative who goes o
the mines ils examined before golng there.

Is that done here 7- I emamine them for my mine. The
Coromationm Colliery have their own doctor there., But every
boy whe is reeruited, before he is taken om, is sent %o a
dootor. If they recrult boys here for Johamnesburg they
examine them here before they are sent up. There is a capl-
tation fee of 1/~ per boy.

If boys are recruited for there mines, are they examined
before they come to the Medlesl Offieer here 7 Supposing
Hadley's recrulted a doy for somewhere else, where would that
boy be examined ?- In such & sase he would be examined before
coming here.

There would Ue & screening before coming here 7- Yes,

anless of course they are locsl doys.
Bat none of the local boys would have been sifted out

and you could mot take these in deteraining your pereentage 7~

That iz wmo.
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Dr. ven der Merwe gave evidence very much in conflict
with woat you told us, but he also %wld us that the netives |
have yot the Ldea thet one doctor knows more sbout siphilie
then aneother, and in conreguence they will p¢ te that particu-
lar dootor who kuows mo=t sbout 1%, J¢ you think he geta
more oases of syphilis than others ?- That may be, he may .
get patiente, bul natives know thut they can get treated free
11 they come %o me and get imjected, A native will not attend '
for treatment onee the sctive sizms have cleared up. 0Of course,
once the setive slgne have eleared up he is no longer ix
Doctor Lemnedy, I should say, had the biggest practice of all,
and he euid that the position had materially improved.

DR. TOBENTI: Over what spsee of time ?- I have baen here

for %en yesrs,and Dr, “sapedy had been here longer, and he was
in setive practice untll sbout six months age, so far an natives

were concerned,
His knowled o would extend over tuently years T= M‘nq J
leant that, ) "':.; ' :(_"_'.A,,a.’
MAJOA LNDERSON: @ you *himk that that improvement ie |
to modern methods of treatmsnt Y- It is dus %o the w.'
to the fect thut they sre being treated by the mines when they
are £ und %o huve the disease.fm It is not the boys themselves
om the mines who have syphilis, %o sy mind, ALl the lower
of women gravitate %o the mines, prostitutes and =0 om, and any |
case will find i%s way to the minee, If the mines are strict,
and they are very strict nowedanys, they will elear up the disean
Tre mines have been mich more strict lately than they wers five

Jears ago.
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MESSRS. JQEN WHITTLA BENWETYS, snd
OGN CURTIS MewE,
SALLED AND EXAMIND:

THE CHADRMAN: Whom do you represent ?- (Mr. Bennetts):
“e represent the Kambula Farmers' Association. These farmers
are in a redius of thirty miles from Vryheid each way between
here and the Tranevaal.

You sre aware of our terms of reference 7- Yes, 1
should 1like to make a statement gemerally as regards ths
natives for the last ten years. It was ten yesars age that the
whole of this gountry started to be occcupied by white farmers.
‘revieously to that there was nobedy on ihe farmsend whea we
oume here there were some hundreds of thousands of nativ's who
hed never worked and. had never beem ¢slied upem 1o work. The
only work they had ever done wap t¢ go to the towns and to “li
bucz perhaps wib- for six or twelve months. When we came here
“ blg lot of these natives left, snd the result was that "
hud te get our lsbour from labour agents, but graduslly the
netives, after having worked for a while elsewhere, started
returning %o the farme. AS a matter of fact, the natives
today ure all leaving the towns and retarning %o the farms
owins to the development in this area of the wattle industryXx.
Now let me say this, Sir, eny mative who is prepared to work
on a farm can earn anything from 2/- up to six shillinge and
even 7/= a day. That ie on cutting wattle, on piece-work,

The lasy native is mo good at all, he does not earm 1/- & day.
A native working om a farm has his cattle which be rums free,

and they are dipped free. I sald the lazy native is no good,
and similarly & sative who ie on day's pay is ne good, begause
he will aet earm his momey. Natives, since they have seen
more modern methods of sgrioculture, have %o a large extent
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adopted those modern methods. I have native on my farm
who, when I came here, bad practloally no saraing capecity
at sll. They had %o go away, but within the last year
there are mtives who have esrned from L200 in ome kraal,
priselipally im selling cattle.

Uie LUCA"; Are these individusl nutives 7= Yes, they
have earned up %o L200. But there is this dlffioulty.
There i o big number of natives who will never work, and they
have been kloked off, and they have graduslly left the dis=
triot, Bat the natives wh. are prepared to work find that
there Lv plenty of work for them to do, and there are good
wages for ‘hem %0 earn, and that type of native lg better

oIt then the white men himself, 'l

MAJOR ANDEASON: That is on 'his particular industry of
wattle ?- Yes, on watile cutting. we find out, am s matter of
foct, Hfxfk that the biggest trouble the native has boday

is as a result of golag through M‘MI. hrous his

Laving cob Lnto debts A mative may have & dedt of 22 and

he keeps on paylng off the debt for meny yesrs. He has been
sued for 1t and is paying off the dedbt. A% the end of s few
yeare, insrtead ¢f the dedt hoving been reduced, he finds that
he oaes sbout £10¢ That is a tremendous drawback Yo & native,
snd you find thet there are meny such cases of natives beinmg |

sued Ln court.
Mil., LWAS: Sould you give us & specific ease of whieh

we gould get the detells 7- 1 sould get you these thinge,
bat i thould mot like %o give you snyihing anless the na=-
‘iven congerned are prepared to _lve you the laformation.
Ctherwise they may be foreclosed on.

%e would keep snythins confidential, bat 1 do mot quite
follow because short of very bod usury,it seems to me that 1%
le almost impossible for that sort of thing to ocour 7= A : i
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native micht be mued for a» very small thing; Judgment would
be glven aguinst him, and he wight find himeelf sulcted im
gorts amountlng to perhaps L12 to £10. The lawyers are
prepared %o teke money In instalments, and & native is
rominded of theee instalments perhaps every six months.
fvery time he le reminded a native polloeman comes out,amd
it mesus an sddlition to the debt. As far as the native is
congerned, we have s mieslon station st Kambula, and I
should say thet there are anythlng up to 100 natives there,
Well, Sir, 100 per eent of these natives are unemployeble.
“one of them are employed,except in town, snd not only ia
that a bed example for the nmatives on the farm, but it ie
very bad for these nutives themselves. The children at
vghool plek up very bad habite from these people. These
cotives ure lazy. We have pointed out %o the Lishop of
clulend sany « time what the position is. If & native ie no
€098 te ue we kick him off. mmu-. and the 3
repalt Lo that he goes to o mission station. He B ] llrhﬂ
« home, wnd naturally he willnot improve there becsuse there
i~ no mathority over him., He cun @it there as long as he
Llcen, o lomz as he only pays his remt, And that L= where
| sey thet the example set to the gblldren is bad.
DR, ROBERTS: That is on the mission station 7- Yes,

snd not only that, there are a large numbe: of these people
«ho huve besa nuiohl- “e met the Bishop at ome time and

«e usked him % eject any natlve '.". had Leen convicted.

e promised that they would do so, but they sre still there.
Another thing which is & curse Ls the native liviag on un-
cecupled farme. There is nobody with aay sukhority over
thom, snd matarally, 4f & native hes no suthority over him
he will mot sork. ’* natives only work s moath or per-
hape two sonihs %o é‘ snoush money t0 pay their tazes.

g T
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is soon a5 they have pald thelr taxes they stop working.
You ses, Lf a native hss no-ome over him, and he 1s omlled
on to pay his kreal %ax, he works to pay thet, But on
an ungccupled farm, a native does not do anything st all.
Un the other hand, iIf he works on sn occupied farm, he has
to werk, or he has % gos The biggest trouble is when you
get netives on unoceupled farms,

"HL QHAINMAN: ©Un the farme im your districs, do you
depend ‘o any considerable extent to sguattiers ¥- Yen,
mest of 1%; & big proportion of our labour is sgualters’
Labour.

Exgeot for watile eutting 7- Wattle cutting is done
on pleage-work.

M. LUSA"; But 1t is squatting labour, is it not?-
fen, ‘

THE CHALKMAN: Do mot they do their work inside their
t1x months that they live om the farm - Yes, some of them;
but ususlly s mative, whem you mm makes some
arrongements with the other natives, hi H ‘nm '
to.ethers A native only works six months for a farmer, amd i
theu he works for himeself,

Supposing the stripping takes place within his six
monthe ?= He would usually sork, but as & rule they would
come %o an under standing smong themselves in the kraal. I th:
two matives on my farm, the one worke ail the year round for me
#hilet the other umdertakes transport. These two share the
noney between them. Those natives at present earm about L2 per
week, but a8 soom as the veld is better they sarm 12/64. per
day.

¥R, LUCAS: What do you require from them for living om
your land %= There are eight of them ani there is one boy and
one umfasn working, but I reserve the risht to eall en any of j

them when I want them. They worx for something.

4 o
iy e
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What figure ?- On comtract they get the ordimary
econtrect pey, but if I ¢all on them to 4o any psrticulsr
thing, #ueh s® cubting Dark, I pay them 1/64. per day. As
e mat'er of faet, there is no free labour whatever, neither
for wivem nor for ¢hildren.

VAJGR ANDERSONE Do you have to get sny recrulted
labour 7= ¥, but when I first came here we could not get
labour at sny prige, and we had to get reeruited lsbour, but
now we have labour in svundange.

DR, WOBEATS; Is that be¢suse they are more willing %o
work nowadays ?- 1% iu begause the natives meve found out
that they are zetting something for what they do.

M%. LUGAS: It really comes %0 this, thst they are
aore comntended 7= Yes, 1 suppove that is seo.

You have no shortage ?- No, the whole of this coun-
try has been planting wattle.

Yoar Parmers’ Asesoclation, does that comeist mainly
of wettle farmers 7- No, sheep farmers end wattle farmers.

gnd vheep farmers, do they heve Aifficul ty Iin getting
labour 7= Yee, they have difficulty.

Do they pay during the whole of the six months ?= I
rhould say all people who heve bought farme pay; mnot inheri-
ted farme, but sny other people on the farme here pay for

x
ladour.

%hat 1s the usual rate T= A women would get 1/- per
day; amfasne gat 15/- per month te £l, and adults get 30/-
to 22,

Is that durine the six monthe 7- No, that is not dur-
g the six months, During the six momths it asaally is 10/=.

Paring the six months do the women and children have
te work ?- Omnly the younger omes, bul they gei paid.

On the inherited forms, there il mo payment ¥~ No,
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the first time they nativesmw pay was when we came in.
THE CHAINMAN: “here are no inherited farms left ?- |
Very, very few. There is a big change. I have been Shere
for nine years and I have hever had » court case, and om an
average I am omploying elght to tem natives, =nd the simple
reason 1s %Shat there ies no free ladour. If thay gcarse to
work they ean, but Lif they do not eare %o work they 20 ou$
the next day. :
DR, ROBERTE:; 4Amd you 4o mot require any recrulting ?- |
o, Shere l= none negessary.
Ni. LUCL": When s natlve mess some resulte for his
laboar he comes forward ?- They come forward slowly,

Ie there any other cause making tham come forward, ex-

aept that they see semething for their labour ?- Yes, modera |
eoniitions maxe them demand more. A big ettruction is getting 1
enmployment, and they wani to see something for thelr work. \

I what form have you noticed improvemsnts in regard to
native sgriculture ?- They use verious farulang implements,
they plough, and they fertilise their lands.

Are they deing that in your dletrict 7= Yes.

Is that belug done Vo sy gres! exient ?- No, it is met
done to m very great extent, but there is u very big perceutage
of forwers whe today buy fertilisers ior the natives. |

Aud 4¢ the natives pay it bdack Y- Yes, they pay for !
1*. The only way you will tesch s mative is by resulte, and |
11 yoa hauve a good arop the native will see it sad he will J
follow the example that is set %o him and try to get a good .
erop for himself. |

Do you explain things to the natives ?- He sees what ‘
<@ ure doing by working himself. |

¥e were ‘old that a mative employed on the hl-m
not get a gemeral traiming here, but that he was kept on one
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particular occoupation ?- That is mot so with e, but it
is o0 on the inherited farms, and that is due te the fact
that they keep far more natives than Lo necessary.

THE CEAIRMAN: We were told the opposite; we were
told that on ilnherited farme the native gets a share in all
kinds of work, whereas in the other places they are confined
to a particular Job ?- No, I 40 not think se.

¥R. LUCAS: Your matives squatting on your farms, do
they work for you all the year round 7- Vo, thejr terms
are six months in and slx months out.

If they are willing you take them om for the rest of
the year 7= A8 a matier of fact, the natives om my farm work
for no-one else but myself,

Is that & condition of their smployment 7~ No, I
cannot eay thet 1t is a condiilon of employment.

1f they wish %o work for the rest of the year, would
you be willing % take them on ?- 1If I possibly can, yes.
Then they would teke contract rates. I would not stipulate
wages.

Do you have plece-work for amything except the wattle
ride ?= g, we 40 not have plege-work for snything else.

Have you thought of the possibRlity of developing
plece-work for snything else ?- Some farmers do, especially
those who are coming im. Everything, except for cattle.

Shearing, i= that done on pleee-work 7- Yes, 10/-
per 100.

Is that ¢ recognised price 7- Yes.

Has that altered in the ten years that you have been
there 7= 4Ag a matter of fact, it is only withim the last
three or four years that I kmow anything about the price dor
shearing sheep. Timber-gcutting is another thing whichk is done
on contract. The priee is 8/- pe: 100 for cutting timber.
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You put your mative on to it and he comes at lunch-time
and he has cut 200, and that is 4/-.

What 1s your experiense of the effects of plece-work
¥~ My experience last year was this, that I had a number of
natives earning as much as 6/64. per day, and then there
were others agaln who earned oanly 6d. On the land of course
the native does 20 more than he really has to.

What would account for that netive only earning 6d. ?-
#ell that is all the work he d14. Fossibly he came only at
9 o'clock in the morning and went off at 3 in the afternoonm.
Gxxxpgux Or perhaps he only came to get a good feed.

Do you feed thenz 7= Yes, we do.

Do you feed your squatting natives during the .r six
months' work 7- Yes, they are all fed.

Is that only the natives themselves, or is it their
families as well 7- Everyene in service is fed. The older
people and the girles too.

And the girls, lomuo them for house-work 7- Yes.

Are they paid 7- Yes, as I have sald there is no free
labour.

#hat are they paid ?- They are pald 5/- per momth;
they are due to work for six sonths.

THE CHAIRMAN: You get no returan from giving them land

to squat on, except that there is a regular labeour supply 7-
No, that is se. And then there is another effective thing.
A8 regards dippingy the m tive cattle at the end of every
year, provided the natives keep their contracts and do the
services required of them they are paid for as regards dip-
ping. 1 pay She fees; But if they fail %o do the service
shieh they are required to do, then they have to pay them-
selves. But I mey say that I have never yet had %o ecall
upon them to pay for the dipping of their cattle. The
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natives work thelr cattle aund they sell cattle asnd do well.

R, LUCAS: Cen you say that the native today in the
way he Ls working has become en economic sdventage to the far-
mer ¥= Wo. There are matlves who have been in Johaznnesburg
for many years.

I d¢ not kmow whether you follow me. Does the mative
apprecia‘e the egonomic advantage which he gets under the
condivlons which you give him 7= All 1 can say 1s that boys
w#ho have oome back from Johamnesburg never go bmok there
aguin, aund they sre more satisfied.

Are there other farmers in the district working under
Lhe wame oonditions ae you are 7= [ think nh the farmers
I n the distriet do today, but the trouble is to get rid of
these natives who have never worked. They are the grousers,

but plowly the good boys are coming in and are more efficlent.

MAJ O ANDERJON 3 uumuu-m- farming

thet conditions are more sal Py Yes, u the
satives an opportunity of showing ‘li ‘they can dos

I wattle farming extending 7= Yes, the whole dis-
trict is extending.

Are the conditlomns good 7= Yes,

Wi, LUGAS: ls the work sessonal 7- Well, the people
wio go im for wattle are always cutting, exeept during the
tw«u or three months of winter.

You told us about sheep farmers and you scld that they
wore short of labour freguently. Is there any other saxxes sort
of farming gemersl im your dlstrict ?- Yes, there 1s crop-
srowing, but that is a second cousideratlionm. They more or less
have been turning #merything intc wattle.

Now that system which you are wiopting, of dolng plece-
work, & Shat common in the wattle district 7= It i pretty |

" _—i!j'.j
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generul , and hes® become more so in the last three ox
years. 1 think that probdably sverybody who is Sipgl
has gone Lla for plece-work.

The views which you are jutting forward, are they
the views of your Assocelation - Yes, I think they are
more or less the views of our Assoclation, in fact I rather
fancy that they are wore or less general. I am of opimion
that everyone whe 1s gsutting wattle doenm what I heve been
telling you.

Cun you tell us of other forms of work on the farms
which are done es piece-work 7- Certuin fermers do everythin.
on the plese-work .nhn.' eveu growing and planting, and

things llke that.  But of course pecple who employ animals
will not give the pative taske-work, begause 1t will mean that
1 you give him task work he will overwork hies animals,

Now, the farmer who does everything on plege-work, can
Jou tell as enything wbout his experiense 7= The m-—-
Las into the dletrict mow are generally people who Ve voon
very successful im other parts as farmers. It ie the attrac-
:Lon of wattle which has brought them here, and their methode
are what 1 have told you.

Taking the cuse of that one farmer who has done every-

t ing on plece-work, has he Leen sucoessful Y- No doubt about
it, he has got the best for his momey.

Doee he have any diffieulty in getting natives to work
for him 7= No, none whatever.

Sven for the other clasees of work 7- No, he has no
dlfficulty. As I have been trying to tell you, when we came
thers ten years ago the trouble was that the natives naver
wprced, und even today on unocoupled farms the natives do not

rorke
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Did you latroduce this plece-work system when you
oame here ten years ago 7~ No, we knew very little about the
michlmery, bat 1t has been developed singe, and toluy there
are  olx ssstroctors ploughing sll the time for wattle and .-
[ ean tell you gentlemen thet in ten years' time this will
be @« very blyg ladustry right Shroughout thie eountry.

KAJUR ARDERZON: Do you have native drivers for these |
tragtore ¥=- Yes, some of them.

Do they et extra pay ?- Yes, they do.

“i. LUCAS: Do you know what they get ?- I gould not

tell youa.

What do you pay & native who ploughs for you ?= The

boy 1 have ploughing der me gete £2 per momth and everything
foandy and he lives on my farm free,

Do you grow any genersal orops yourselfe ?- I do not go
tn mich for agricultare. (MR, NENEK): e grow very little
crope, Just for our winter mﬂi ”ﬁ‘l}q ?ﬂm |
Lo not agriealturul eountry. N e 22t o

THE CHAIRMAN; Wattle growing is & fairly profitable unf
of forming ¥- (MR. BENNETTS): It is, but enly if you can pro-
duce cheaply. If you have natives %o grow wattle as they wish
to ¢u 1%, you will get very little. If you put a mative on
he outs ®A00 1lbs. a day, and you get very little. But if he
goons fasrter and you wateh him you will get 2,000 lbe.

You have to speed up your labour ?- Yes, you have to.
And iu order %o 4o that you introduced pisge-work 7= Thy

is Bo.

Have you any experience of other kinde of farming, 1 mesa:
not subsidiary to wattle farming, bt ep a main form of farming °
1 spent s year at Cedara, and aleo in the Free State, I apent

nome time on & duiry w 1 wey tell you here mow, while I am
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on thie point, that wy experience in the Free State is that
the natives are treated very well there.
Eil, LUCAS: Which part was that where you were im the
Froe State ?- That was at Tweespruit. ‘ |
THG CHAIREAN: Were you st the Lxperimental Jtation ?-

Fo, I was on a private farm there, end I want to say Shat !lq
are trested very well.

Do you thimk that th.u eystem of speeding up, which is
applienble to the wattle Industry, le also applicable to lmﬂ.“
for inetange ?= No, [ do not think so. But at Tweesprult J
it Le all plese-work, the reaping too ls on pisge-work, and the
uotives there de very well indeed. %

It je generslly mized farming there, ie it mot 7= Well,
you mist have s certala numbar ¢f patives to do odd Jobs ae

well,

Witk mixed farmlng, pm 1t a came of averything m
an o84 Job t- Yes, uuﬁm lavour for it e

KiK. LE ACUX VAN EISKGRE: Are you alsc engaged In the
waltle industry, Mr., Yenme ¥= (MR, MENRE): Yes.

Do you work on the samo lines as Wr. Bennetts 7= 1 do.

Do you also go in for plece-work ?- TYes. ‘
Do you pay the same wages ?= Yes. (MR. BENNEYTS): *
Ibere 4w one thing I want to p@int out. When one refers to ;
the ecoromic condltions of the satives Ln “outk Africa, I

malntein that on o farm any mative who is prepared to work and ,\
to look after hies own stook and everything he growe, osn have a

prepared %0 work - for him 1 say that the farm is 2 bad place.
! msintaln ﬁltnﬁ" on & farm xdkth his cattle and other
thinge oan “!” w-l in faot, he cun do better thaa ia town.

linve you .l.l Ollnnlu %ed what & native c.ete you on f
your farm 7= !ﬂq If 1 earn 2400, 1 recken that sh least
TR »

:
good regular and stesdy ingome. But ‘hex native who is not 1
l
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per cent goes back %o the farm for labour amd other things, |

That 1s not what I mean, what is the liviag valae
of the native on your farm. The mative lives there and he
has the right to grasze and to use water and wood and every-
thing 7= Well, all I ean tell you is that if it were not
for consistent l.nnrr.u-ull not keep the natives on your
farm.

Ny question Ls, what is the value of the native 7 He
lives on your ferm amd you give him ground to plough, snd he keeps
pxtx oattle and gonts: now cam you tell us what is the value
of what he gets in pounds, shillings and pence 7= A native on
oy farm:] reckon that what I would save in wages would amount to
LD or L6 per year., The natives living on my farm are pald the
same as other natives six months in the year, snd for the rest
of the time they get 10/~ per month.

You have not gquite got what I went. What I want to know
1o what Ls the liviag en your farm worth to the mative ?- I see,
i should say it is warth to him at least £2 per month, and if ‘he
worke hiscattle aad his lands, that 1t is wortk very much

more.
Did. ROBERTH: Qem you tell us what the "very much more”

i = I have » mative on my farm whe is earning aaything up te

L20U per year.
1s that in cash 7= Yes, he is doeing transport work amd

ploughing.
Yes, dut that really has aothing to 4o with you 7- Ne.
HR., LE RUUL VAN NISKERK: You say 22 per month 7- Yes,
11 he looks after things well.
For that he gives you six months per year - It is
consistent labour snd it is for that reason that we keep him.
He gives you six months' work, for which you pay him

10/ = per month ?- Yes.
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And then he has six sonths' leave, and he can elither
stay on the farm or leave ?- Yes, bat in that time he contin-
a%s to got free dipping. |

That is ineluded in the 22 valus ?- Tes,

ke LUCAT: If @ mative had to pay woald he pay you 22
per month 7~ A native vever could pay as unless he had the
seans of earning 1t., You kmow what occurs with the native,
he har to go out to make money. A netive if he wants to get
married has to get tea head of cntui. but he has nothing at
all to start with. Ee berrows the mouney, but these thiags
never get pald, If the native were not allowed to get imte
debt he would net be in the difficultles he ie in. I get a
native to come and work, and beafore you can do anything you
have t0 pay u dedt of his of £10. That of course 18 a big
thing.

Wi. LUCAT: If he is not meddked ssddled with the extra
ghargzes he pays back im time ?- Yes, he is saddled with those
extra charges, dut then he has 0 pay his taxes and other

things.

Do you find the system of plece-work answering satis-
fastorily ¥~ Tea, it Is quite satlafactory, snd I think the
natives like it themselves.

You could not deo all your work on plece-work ?= As I
have mald, workiog with salmels would not snswer, as there
would de u tendengy on the part of ths rative %0 over-work
the arimale Lif ke were working enm piece-work,

DR. HCEERTS: Do you agree with the viewe expressed by
Mr. Benuetts ?- (MR, MENNE): Yes, I do.




M. LUCAS: We have been told that ome reasoa why
young natives run away from the farme is that their fathers
come anddollect thelir money and keep it, and the result is
that these young boys have mothing for themselves ?- Yes,

1 ngree that that is so, but that is only in a few cases.
It is not a general custom in the district for the matives to
be pald at all.

Take it in a town like Vryheld. If a young boy works
here does his father collest the money 7- Yes, bé does.

Are the young men satisfied with that ?- I do not
think they are.

Do you agree that that is a cause that they run
away from thelir fathers 7- It generelly causes dissatisfac-
tiod 1f the father should come and collest all the earmings
of the son, and leave him with nothing.

Is there any way in which we could induce the fathers
to let the children have something for themeelves ?- I think
it would be possible to do that through the chiefs.

We could get the chiefs to tell the parents that this
ie producing disrepect or making the children run sway ?- Yes,
I think that would help.

Do you know the donditions in Zululand 7- Not ar much
as | know of them im this distriet.

What change® have you ndticed in the hablits of your peo-
ple, ssy in the last twenty years ?- I have moticed that our
people turm out more to work than the, did ln the past, es-
pecially ia the reserves. I would say that,speaking for the
Nquta Distriet. Natives there have improved more becaise they
have a very sympathetic native commiesioner there, who interests
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himself in agrioulture, and he helps the natives, and he also
makes his natives listen to what the demonstrator says. And
scgondly, the matives $1ll their lande betier thenm other na-
tives in other reserves.

Di. FOURIE: You said you were in favour of the lobola
custom Degause you sald it is a tradition.2 Do you mean for
all the natives 7- Well, for most of the A-tinu

Do the educated natives lobols 7-, Yes,

And the exempted nsiives, do they ?- Yes.

They still pay lebela 7= Yes, one can say that im
nearly all cases they do. There are very fow tmjtluo.

Is there a tendency to substitute memey for the cattle
now, or 40 they always pay in csttle 7= £m Not in the country,
in the country eattle are generally psjd,but inm the towns I
have knewn of cases where money has been paid.

MR. LUCAS: DO you know of cases where mothing but
money has beem paid ?- In towns where natives have been living
for » long time and they have no cattle, then money has been
used as & substitute for cattle.

DR. POURIE: How much money T- I have known of £30 and
£40.

The whole sum has been paid in money 7- Yes.

MR. LUCAS: Are there amy natives who do mot lobola ?-

Very few.

0f what class are those few ?- They are the christian-

ised natives.
DR, FOURIL: We were told that thet lodola as well 7=

That is #0.

THS CHAIRMAN: Not all christianised m tives 7- Most
of the natives sho ask for lobola in respeet of thelr childrem;
there are very fow cases where natives, ehristianised or not,




do not ask for lobola, |

% have beem told that & wife without lobola Lo gemerally
looked down upom by your people ¥- Yes. We say that & woman
like %hut in wedloeck can leave her husbend at any time. There
ie nothing binding in s marriage like that. Nothing binding
on whieh the marriage was based.

Ui, ROBERTS: You say that lobeola is an indication of
good-will, 1a 1% net something more than thet 7- Yes, it is
something wmore than that.

Could you tell us the "something more™ 7- Let me give
you sn illustration. If lobola has beem puid in respect of a
duaghter in a kreal, when her husband should die or leave his
kraasl, then that woman can confidently go back to her own people
and look for their mipport, because they know that it was with
their consent that the marriage took place.

And in that case, to whom would the lobola belong, to her
or to the ehildren ?- The lobola of eourse would be paid to |
the father, and Lf the father was dead, %o the eldest son in
that particular house. Then that girl would look for help and
assistance to the head of the house. .

S0 it is more and more Just a case of goodwill 7- Yes,

HAJOR ANDERSON: You know the system of eredit in the

ctore on the cosl mines here; @o your people like your system
and do you think 1t is good for them 7- No, it is very dad

for them.
And would your people like to see it abolished 7- Yes.
MR, LE ROUX VAN NISKERK: You are well acquainted with
the conditions of matives in the towm 7= Yes, I am.
What is the general ;ulnon of natives im the town, are

they peor or well off ?- They are gemerally poor and not well-
to-d0. I am speaking of the average, of course.
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S0 they go back and pay lobola - do they rave emough
money for that 7- HNatives living in the towns save, and what
little they can put by is generally with a view to paying for
lobela, especially those nmatives who do not sedd thelr earn-
ings %o Shelir krsals. They kmow Shat they canmot look for
support from the kresl heads if they @ not send their earaings.

Is not there a tendenoy amongst the natives to spend
everything they earn in town ?- I might perhaps admit that

there is a tendensy on sccount of the small wages which they
recelive, but those aatives who receive better wages put some-
thing by. They save.

They may save, but the class of native =ho earme better
wages, who is 4he olerk or a bootmaker, or something like that,
he is a detribalised native, and he does not intend golng back
to his krsal and to lobola his wife 7~ No, that is so, simply
becaure conditions on the farm are not inviting.

But what about the reserves 7- Yes, in the Reserves.
lie tnows that in the reserves he is under the Jjurisdietion
of the ehief and he knows that he can be removed from one
locality to amother, Just as the chief pleases.

And the temdemey is to remainm in town ?- Yes.

You sald that nativee earning very little money deo not
farm. That may be so, bu! after all if you talk in gemeral
- 1 am not speaking of the educated mative who lives in the
town or the mative with a trade, but the ordinary wor king
aneduoated native - 4o mot you thimk he is worse off im the
town than the m tive who lives with a farmer and gums grows his
own orops and who has his o steck P~ No, 1 do not think
s0, beceuse if it were 80 them there would not be this tendency
for natives to floek imte the towns. There would not be
this tendency if comditions on the land were better.
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Io not this tendency t0 a large extent dus to the
fact that the youny natlive goes away from the farm and wante
te have the atirastions of the town, he wants to be able
to use his Oown money, and as a matter of fset be wants to be
able to buy beer and so on, and g to blosgopes, ete. 7- I do
a0t think so., If Sthe farms, as used 1o be the case in the
ciden daye, pald a heifer to the natives at the ead of six
monthe or & year, that native would heve sn laterest in remaln-
ing on the farm; but that teandency has gone now and farmers
o net do that.

But the native -nﬁn does not sant a heifer; he
unte % go %o town ?- I can only speak so far ns this die-
‘riut L» congermed. I know most of the nutlves receive nothing
ant comseguently they run away from the farms becaune LI they
wvere mads to stay on the foarms it would be no good to them.

~uppeeing schools were atarted om the farme snd matlves recelved

acethin. at the end of the momth, surely the cemdltlon of the
native would be better, and farmere ly &0 dolng would serve
their oam interests amd would them be able to keep the natives
on the farme.

Where L live the natives only work three wonths In the
year, snd they osa g0 %o the towns for nine months and yet the
aatives in our part of the country also leave the farme?- I
chould be oaly too glad to assist you If I knew the condltions

ln your district.
It appesrs to me that there is s tendency amonget the

sducated natives in the Sosn to take up @ hostile attitude
towards the farmers., Do not you think the time L ripe o go
into this question, whether there is mot something to be sald
on the other side, why the natives run sway from the farmer 7=
I think joint councils or similor bodies should sit down %o
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discuse the position and see 1f they could make things a
bit better. Ferhaps they would be sble to come to some
un leretandl ng.

You sald you wanted an economic wage on the farm.
vould you ask for that in prectice 7 Ome native has ten head 4
of eattle and ploughs ten scres, whereas another has only '
five head of cattle and ploughs five seres. liow could a farmer |
mase an economic wage of L1 or £1.10.0. per month?- When I
sald that I had this in mind, that an economic wage could be

arrunged slso for girls. I say that with the interest I have
in the farmer, bocuuse I know that he is generslly harrassad
on seegount of natives ri-llc away., I Shink it would be |
o fine deviece for keeping the matives on the farm, 1f only )
they would make conditions better.

You spoke sbout baying land for natives in Lhe reserves;
bat your reserve is iululand ?- TYes. ‘
But from our n!.hlt!d- is not over-crowded,
why 4o not they go there ?- I know of cases where natives

e ST

have come %o reserves und they have had %o come back. Jhey
cannot get axy place there.

¥hy cumnot they 7= They say that the places are over-
erosded, | could mention instances to you.

THE CHALXMAN: Could you tell as why the illieit brewing
of beer goes on im urbsn locatlions 7- I think 1t Ls because
ou: people are prevented from brewing thelr own mative beer
for their own locsl comsumption.

This 1llieit brew shich is being sold, is t'at more
potent then what 1s sold in the lunioclipal beer-halls 7= I mtl

npeak mm. begasuse 1 20 not drink. 1
8111, you probably kmow something sbout it T- Yes,

I xnow something about it, becsuse I sam Interested. I have
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nothing against the wholesomenese of the beer sold in these
dunieclipal beer-halls. |

But what about the 1llieit drinking 7- I think 1% is
engouraged because our people camnot really afford to have
poer snd they make themselves sll sorts of concootions, and
they slse brew beer privately, simply becsuse they know that
they break the law if they brew amything at all.

I1s 1t easier to brew the concoctions fhan the beer 7-
Yes, 1 think so.

And easier %o hide 1t 7- Yes, because 1t is made in
smaller guantities .

And it ie more potent ?- I think so.

Is the money-maiing sspect an important aspect in the
illieit brewing 7-, Yes.

Up %0 a short tize ago the Municipal beer-halls made
conslderable profits which, under the Urban Areas Act, has
to be spent on the location 7= Yes.

The community ia the locations seems to be suffering
because some illiclit beer-makers are getting profits which
othersise would be spent on the whole community 7- I think
it is guite nataral to expeot that.

But is it a faet ?- Yes, I thinmk It le,

Now your people & @ very keen on getting more educe-
tion 7- We are.

I want you to explain what is golng on,® Why is it
that your people so particularly want the education which the
Luropean has 7= Beosuse our people think that the white man's
education Ls for his own uplifting and they see the white man
edicating his child, snd they come to this conolusion, that
shat is good for the Suropran children must de good for our
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children %t00.

Do your people think that education is the white man'e
mati 7~ We; 1% is only our backward pecple who think that
crops can be inoreased by using more muti, but I think the
ordinary native wsho thiakse ;:r himself and the native who has
worked for Luropeans from time %o time, realise that it is
wtih-rognrd-40 belter tilling as well as uesing fertilizers
and kraal manure whick incresses the orop. That is the muti.

The great bulk of your people in the reserves still
hold %o thelr old views about dectoring I~ Yes, that is so,

5¢ sctuslly it is ouly the small proportion of more
advances natives who understand that the white men get better
crope by tilling and fertilising 7- Yes.

MR, LUCAS: Do the native women who make beer make it
Just for their own consumption 7= The women of the kraals do.

I am referring to the location here ?- Supposing they
were given permissiom to make beer, that beer would belong to
the busbend, and of oourse If his friends should come he would
give them something to drink.

The point I was after was this, if they are making it
Just for thelr own comsumption then kt means that they do not
wish to pay high priges at the beer-shops ? Is that the
reason why they make beer 7 Is 1t merely because of the price
or le it that they are not satisfied with the guality ?- The
whole trouble is that people are trying to baan the kaffir beer-
shops. They say the white man has taken our owa facllities
in brewing beer for curselves; to sell to us, aad the tendency
is to ban these kaffir beer-halls and to brew beer illleltly,
snd ilastead of drinking it, some of them sell it.

Do you think that if the price of the beer sold at the
beer shops were reduced to what it costs to make it, that that
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would satisfy them 7- No, the people are against beer brew-
ed by the Munlepalities - they do nmot like it. They say to
us that 1t is wrong for the municipalities %o do that, and
they do mot understand the logie of it.

Have you any idea how much the meason you referred to
can esarn for himself 7~ I have kmowm other masons here teo,
t ey do contract work, IEven thoush they de mot recelve
as mach as the Suropean mason, farmers were not prepared to
mnllm-lth:Wnthonmbum
ork, espeslally on farms.

Do you know how much such a man earns for himself in
s year or ln a month ?= I know of one native who used to
earn about L15 per month as agalnet £30 which the Curopean
would get.

Was that man busy throughout the year ?- Yes, he was
always buay.

Have you any Ldea what = cobbler in this distriet
could meke for himsedf ?- Of course, thelr sarnings vary
sccording to the industriousmess of the particular cobbler.
Some start early im the morning and otherssm agsin do not
start until eight or nine, and they cannot have the same
takings.

Do you know what any of them have carmed ?- Well, one
told me that he got something like £7 or L8 per month,

would he average that for the year ?= I think to be
on the gorrect side we should say £6,10.0. in the month would

be his yearly average.
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SOLOMON UEUNIS MASHABA, Exempted Native ladysmith District.
ANONI KUBEKA, living om private lands, Vryheid District. |
5 ac Chief
SAMUEL ZULY, ﬂg lmi”x:uu on Mission Station

w;w native Ladysmith

THE CHAINMAN: You bave s statement here which is
signed by all of you, which you wish to submit to the Commis-
sion ?- (MALING): Yes, S3ir. The statement reads as
follows:- We the undersigned, duly suthorised and nomineted
by the Chiefs, headmen snd natives of Vryhelid, louwsberg,
‘sulpietersburg, Utrecht and Bebenange Districts (total approxi-
mately 9,500), as thelr spokesmen, wish %0 give evidenece on the
following sabjects, as acoording to the wishes of the people
we represent. We may at this Juncture point out that
conmissions nowadayes are getting te be pupopular, as the chiefs
and natives in our meeting held on the 1l4th instant, were
becomg somewhat dissatisfied with commissionm after gummission
visiting this centre without any relief.

I. Factors leading to the detribalizsation of natives
in the above districts are: want of land, christianity,
clvilization and education; also low wages, high Government
taxes, cost of living, housing and gemeral poverty.

1I. (a) A good deal could be found if matives are
left ander the authority of their tribal chiefs, such as
discipline of a tribe -~ snd must be given a ghsnce to develop
thelr own eivilization and good things in their cusioms.

(b) Whe: a chief has mo lend he gets no respect
and visiters (imeluding ministers of religion) are not
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entertained in time, ae a permit should be sought first
from a farser, who sometimes refuses entry.

i:i Lack of education.

“

low yearly stipend to chiefs.
Low earning capscity im towns.

Bverything in native custom was good except the
practics of witch-craft. Idbola in cattle is good at present
and #hould not be substituted until natives have adeguate land,
puaid good living wages, and have been e ducated to understand
the use of the bank.

The type of temure and contracts for the use of land
are unsatisfastory im our districts.

g:) %“::Jifu n.m side.
(:) &w&'.mén from farms,
ARD TEEIR EFFECTS UPON PRODUCTION ARE:-
a) Kefusal of the inerease im stoek.

ty of 0 land.
o) Maxtamtix ‘Ejestmsnt by farmers.

Every distriet should be divided inte two, one half for the

use of Baropesns and the other for natives.

III. (i) (a) Ne gain landless natives.

(b) M onags between black and
(¢) Usless checked, erimimals will be
increased.

Iv. (1) Native migrations are caused by low
sarni g eapseity in urban areas, denying of education, elvili-
zation and gemeral poverty. Im regard to economic wfifestsy
offects of this and of introduction of matives from extra-
Union territories, there are none of these effects.

On the guestion of native agrieulture, the standard

of native agriculture is good, but natives are demied privileges
as it would be found that the natives ploughing for Iuropeans
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are ot given a chanee to do their ploughing until very late
in the season, and are given bad sell. In regard to the
question a® %o what is belng done %o develop native agrioul-
ture, nothing is done by the Government.

Regarding urban native areas, on the question of liguor,
natives should be allowed to make their own beer. On the
subjeet of mative labour, in referenee to the gquestion of wages,
no wages are paid to farm nstives and very low wages to town
natives,wh¢ ure paid on the average of 30/- per month. ljme
natives, though thelr wages are iow, are better off than the
farm and urbasn matives. Domestlic male and fewale servants should
remain as they are today.

On the subjeot of native ecomomic corditions, and the
qusetion of absentee landlordism and ite effect, tie aystem of
forclag girls from one dlstrict to amother to serve a la dlord
should be stopped.  Industrial m- should be settled by
the Advisory Board,comprising two Zuropean members and tow
natives, with the magistrate presiding. Banking end mﬁ{l

aystems for matives should be emcouraged.  On the gusetion of |
costs and stendsrd of living of natives im rural amd urbsn al'ul.'l

the sort and standard of living of natives im both aress are f
setting higher, as both are developing %o eiviliszationm.

jaral: £6. 0. 6. to a family of five. .
%ﬁ Urban: £4.10. 0. to a fumily of three. |

The credit system should be discouraged.
In respect of Iudigemey: native =ages should be ralsed
in general,«nd on the subject of native handicrafts, there is ne

development here and such handierafte should be encouraged by |

armusl shows being held. )
With regard %o native products and marcets,and faclilitles

for the sale thereof, mealies, mabele, ndhlubu, cow-peas,
and pumpkins are produced.

But there are no facilities
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for the marketing or for the sale of these srticles.
The coldur bar shoul be removed, and each and wery-
one should have equal chances.

Coming to the question of educstion of natives,
there has been no extension of native education. Its
results and value im rural areas are nons. As to ocoupa-
tional training, this is very low, and ﬂn;o 4re no occupa-
tions im which edecated natives are engaged. Generally the
Government should encourage free, higher and compulsory educa-
tion. There are mo oceupatiomal training scheols in our
districte. Oooupations in which educated natives are engaged
are those of mimisters of religlon, teachers, clerks, police
#without promotions, bootmaking and motor-driving.

As to native taxation, nmative taxation has extended
from 14/~ to £1, and natives derive no benefit out of it.
Yet the native hes to pay for wheel and dog taxes, and some
other imdirect taxations. Taxation should be reduced to
6/=« A mative should sot be liable to pay tax until he is
married. Invslids and aged men should be exempted. A
native has to sell his stosk to pay taxes. Consequently,
thers is a good deal of poverty, which has branded s lot of
natives to be eriminals.

Effect on laboar supply: mil.
Un the question of crime and litigation inx relation

‘o natives =--- poverty and misundefstanding of law.
Regarding inter-relations, Jeint councils should be

adopted in rural and urdan areas. There is no help in this
respect from the Suropeans, as the latter are refusing %o

co-operate.
Coming to the guestion of legislation affecting

patives, the Master and Servants Act should be amended;




M.E.Le Naling and others. =1567~-
contracts entered inte by parents should not be binding on
erildren. The colour bar should be removed. The Native
Administration \ot N1.38 of 1927, Chapter I, Section 2 and
Sub-section 7 should be repealed. Chapter 7, Section 29,
sub-section 1, should be added to after "Any persen” (Crown
“inisters and Nembers of Parliament). Native Land Aet Ne.27,
1913, should be repealed, as the Govermment has falled to
carry out the provisioms of “ection 2, sub-sectiom (I),(A),
(b), snd subesection 2. HSative taxation should be redaced to
five shillings and the motte should be "no texation without
representation.” Fass laws: a tax receipt to every adult
native should stand as an identification pase, and all other
puse laws should be repealed. Wages should be paid sccording
to efficlency,regardless of golour. Franchise shoull be
granted % eduscated natives.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIEKENK: What is your gecapation ?-
(MR. MALING): I started work as a clerk, and now I work
for my people. I work for Solomon on matters on which he

has sent me into this area. ohied
You are & representative of/SENgSSolomon 7- Yes.
Have you an authority for that ?- Yes.
D, ROBLATS: Were you the Jecretary of Chief Solomon

for some time 7- No.
¥, LE ROUL VAN NIBKERK: Are you in any way coanected

with the 1.0.U 7= WNe.
Are any of the others commected with the 1.C.U 7- Wo.

Uf those that are with me here, so far as I know mot one of

them is .”h“ with the I.C.U.
You say you represent the natives, the chiefs and
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headmen of other distriets to the number of mearly 10,000
people. What you have put down in this paper are the views
of these people 7- Yes.

W¥hen d4id you draw up this document 7- muun
neeting. I was at Nkandhla and received a telegram from these
people asking me to eome here.

You drew up this document after the meeting ?- Yes.

And did you submit this document to the people for
thelr congurremce 7= No Sir. It ls e record of what wase
put down by the Jegretary whom we employed at the meeting.

How big was that meeting, how many people were there 7-
{here were mot many, becsase only the chlefs and their head-
wen had been invited %o be present.

You say you put down in this dogument what you heard
at that meeting ?- Yes, but I knew also what they wished to
represent from earlier experience, from persomal experience.

ko called together these chiefs there 7-, I called
them together,

Now you say you knew what they wanted from what you
heard at the meeting « I see thet you ask that the whole
district should be divided in two, one part for the nmatives
and ome part for the Eqropeans. Do you think the native
chiefs im this distriet w1l demand such a silly thing from
the GCovernment 7- 1 am not able te reply %o that guestion.

If you are not able to reply ‘o that question, then
it puts this papet prectically out of court 7- That is the
only peint which we did not discuss. In 1927 these people
=ade an appesl e the Govermment to assist them to find a
place where they could live, that is, in those areas men-

tioned here.
You have snother statement here,that the chlefs are
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getting rather tired of this business of sendin, round
comulesions here. Ils that also a representative view of the
chiefe 7= Yes, Sir.

You state in this document that the native taxation
has been raised from 14/~ to £1, and you say that you see
no resalt of that ?- Yes, Sir,

Are you aware that out of this money the Government
eontributes towards the hospitals for the matives 7- We see
no hospital.

Are you aware of the fact that the Covermment is
building agriecultural schools for natives ?- There are mo
such pleces in this country.

Yes, but there may be in other parts of the country.
are you aware that the Government is spending a large part
of this money on education for the natives ?- We who repre-
sent these areas do mot know of that,

You state in this doopment that there should be no tax
on & native before he is married 7- Yes, Sir.

Does that imply thet If » nmative does not get married
in all hie life he should mever pay a tax 7- According to our
customs an unmarried man is always & minor.

But you have lived long enough in the country and you
are sdugated enough to kmow that if « man is growing up he has
to bear part of the burden of the State ?- I say what I have
done beosuse s persom who is not married is supposed to con-
tribute towards the malntenamee of his family. He is obliged
to help his father and 1t would be very difficult for him to
help to meet the obligations of his father 1f he has %o pay

taxes himself.
But has mot the father got to provide for his wife and

children, and yet he has to pay taxes; but the big man who is
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not married and whe goes inte town, you think he can go with-
out paying taxatiomn ?- It is the duty of minors to support

their parente, and when the mimors are s0 poorly pald as our
people are, then 1t ls very difficult indeed for them to help
as they should.

You sald here that the detribalization of natives is
due ‘o ihe lower earning capscity of the natives ia town. Ie
that correet 7- Yes, because it is a fect that here in town
we do geot poorer pay, and we are not able out of our small
earnings to send money home for the support of our homes, and
that ie why mem remain in the towns.

Now speaking sbout the farm comtracte, you say that a
farm contract is binding only on one side ?- Yes.

Will you explain that?- What I man is this. Let us
say for example that & ohild ean a farm is thrashed by the
owner of the farm. That child goes %0 court and asks for
redress, but he gets nome. But Af that ohlild should desert
the farm after having beenx thrashed, the owner of the farm
will very soom see to it that the child is punished by the

law.

Then are we %0 infer from that that the re are no
rizhts £.r the satives in the lawx courts ?- That ls my
answer to your question. In 1928 the Authorities on our
application went imte that, and took evidence.

What was the finding 7- We asked for = reply but we
20t nome.

Do you assert that the native does not get fal: trest-
ment in the law courts here 7- Up to 1928 the complaints were
very bitter, amd persistent applications werg made, and since
then 14 hap moderated considerably.
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You speak here sbout forced child labour. What do you
mean by that ?- I shall tell you. About three months ago,
near the Slack Umfolosi River, 1 met ten whmmnn-
ing. They were footsore, tired and hungry. They told me
that they had come all the way from Zrmelo, where they had been
obliged to go to work om a farm.

Whe forced them to go there? If you epeak about forced
ehild labour, it means that they were foreed to go, and had no
option ?- That was dorne by the landlord who owned farms in
both areas. e told his temantgthat he wanted the children
to work for him in the Lrmele district. They kmew that Lf
they did not provide the childream to work for him there would
be trouble snd they might be ejected.

Assuming that that is correct, and that you did find
these childrem - and 1 am prepared to sseep' your word - do
you say that that is a genersl thing T Should you take that

up and make that a grievange 7- It ir 2 general complaint
in all the distflets which I have come here to represent.

TEEZ COMMISSION ADJOURNED AT 12.556 pem., until
2,15 pem.




THE CHATRMAN: Mr, Mallng, you stated this morning
that you represent the Chief Solomon here ?- I meant by that
that I worked for him here.

What sort of work do you do for him here ?- He
sends me on errands %o the chiefs.

Have you any written suthority from the Chief Solo-

mon 7= Yes.

Have you got it with you 7= I will just see, Sir.
(Produeing document).

This travelling pass is dated the 21st February;
ile that the latest authority that you have from Solomon ?- Yes,
but I have letters from him personally, dated since that time.

When wa® the last letter ?- I think it is less
than a month ago, Sir, but 1 received a telegram from his eclerk
the day before yesterday.

SENATOR VAN NISKERK: What was the telegram ?- The
telegram informed me thet he is at ESshowe. Yesterday I had =
letter from his “eoretary telling me that Solomon wanted me at
ishowe., If the Commission had not beem here today I should
have been at Eshowe.

THS CHAIRMAN: This pass is issued by the Native
Commi ss loner, not by Solicitor 7= I represented to Solomon
that it would be very imcomvenient if I were %o do his work
without any written authority from him. As I thihk I have

siready sald, 1 am an exempted nativei I am not umder the jurie-
dietion of any chief, and as a result of that this document

was got.
Are you sware that two months ago Solomon sent twe

{ndanss %o the Native Commissiomer here to state that you had
no sathority to met for Solomon 7- I 4o not knmow that, Sir.
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THE CHAIRMAN: (addressing all natives assembled in
the Court-louse): We have received this document, signed by
half a dozen men, and we shall proceed to ask them guestions
bbout this document. The document purports to speak for a
very large number of matives and thelr chiefs in about half s
dozen distriets in Northern Natal; but there are only two chiefs
present here today.

The Goverament expects this Commi.ssion to enguire
very carefully inte everything affecting the native people, and
we find that their chlefs do not come to the Commission; only
a couple of them come here. Is not the Commisrion igportant
enough for your chiefs to come and tell what you think and
what you want, snd are net the interests of your people impor-
tant enough %o warrant representatives coming heref, to where
the Commission is, in order to tell them what the people want?
The Commission ils always ready to hear anybody who has any
representations to meke to the Commission, whether he be a
chief, exempted native, farm native, or any other native; dut
the Commission particularly wante to know what the ohiefs mnd
their indunas think, and they particdarly want to hear that
from chief chiefs and thelr indunas. It 1s of much more value
to the Commission to hear from a chief what chiefs think, and

o hear from an exempted native what exempted natives think;
and I wish %0 state it here, and I hope the word will go forth
from them, that where the Commiesion goes forward from Zululand
and Natal, the Commission expects the chiefs to appear before
1t snd to come She and represent she views of themselves and
their indunas.

There is one further point. In thie document it is
sald that the chiefs and natives were becoming somewhat
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dissatisfied with commission after commission visiting this
centre without any relief. I want you to understand thet the
Commiecion has not come here to make any changes on its own
suthority. The Commission will report to the Govermment, and
it 1o for the Uoveramment, after having considered the report
cf the Commission, %o deolde whether it is desirable to do one
thing or to do another thing. The Commission will mow proceed
to ask questions on this document,

THE CHAIRMAN (T0 Mi. MALINGE): In this document
you give oertaln factors which you say are causing detribaliza-
tion. Take these factors that you mention and tell us how you
think they caasefd detrdbalization ?- The first onme, Sir, is
land, because mostly here iln this part of the country the
natives d¢ not own land, and singe they have no land they go to
the towns, In the towns they do get some payment, far better
than they get on the farms; the result is that finding that that
is the cave they prefer to remain on im towns, and so have no
chief, Having no land is a grievous burdem ofl our people.
| mey mention Just mow that at Magorde (7) there have bemm a
number ot%d’.ﬂ.‘.h‘!lﬂ““ﬂ from time
\amomorial and/Sf péople who have been deprived of their homes
in thet locallty do mot know mow where they will live. I
happem %o know also that no less than eight chlefs have been
given motiee to guit the farme on which they are living.

Another factor, Sir, is the Govermment dues. The
natives getting o low wages find 1t very hard to meet the
requirements of the law - to pay taxes. The pay tyat they get
in towng,further, Sir,is not safficient for them to save upon
or support their familiesi 1t is barely suffislemt to support

themselven.
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Another factor is what was mentioned by Bikelgbane,
when he sald that ministers of religion may not enter a farm
to preach the gospel or to teach, without the landlord's con-
gsent. That leads to the natives living on farms becoming dis-
satisfied and wishing to get away from a bond of that kind and
go to where they will be able to attend 4he divine service
and school.

Another factor, Sir, is the advancement of enlighten-
ment. Our people are beginning to want better homes than
graes huts; bit if a native builde a home which is more per-
manéent than a grass hut om a farm, 1t often happens that the
farmer tells him he will not have a tempant who builds dwellings
of that kind on that land; that he prefers such a thing should
keave. Those tenante naturally drift to urban areas, or the
fringe of urban areas.

And still another factor is the education of my people.
If a man wishee to have his ehildren educated and he liwes on a
farm it will happen on occasions that the owner of the land will
say, "Look here; those your children do go to sechool, I must
have first call on them"™, and over and over agaim such people are
called away from school, either during or after sehool hours, to
attend to farm duties, and their education is interfered with,
and sometimes neglected in that way.

THE CHAIRMAN: |Now, with regard to No.2; in what
way do you want to develop your own civilization ?- My feeling
about that is that there is a very great deal of good in what
you white people found in our society whem you first came. I
certainly thinmk that "smelling out" and witcheraft, which are
doing imjury to people by subtly hidden means, are badg; but
perhaps with those two exceptions most of our usages were good,
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and the one giving the moet content was the showing & res-
pect to elders and those in authority, which was always
insisted upon. 1 think therefore thet the trddal system
ought to be supported in every way. So that the natives
who are now slipping away from this control can be held
better together and in time be kept aes a proper soclal group.

What powers do you suggest should be given to the
chiefs ?7- That the chiefs be given more jurisdiction, Sir.

I am thinking now particularly of cases on which the issueg
should really be decided under native law. As things are at
present the ohliefs have very little Jurisdiction, and the

result is that there is a great deal of rumning of our people

to lawyers, with comsequent impoverishment. '

Wae it not a custom of your people that everything |
that the son eammed belonged to the father, or the father l
could take it 7- According to certain recognised usages, yes. I

"hat usages was that custom subject to 7- It is & 1
very simple thing. Hach kraal was constituted on recognised
lines; the kraal had its buts, and esch hut had 1ts particu-
lar preperty. The head of the krsal would mot break custom
by golng arbitrarily $o a krsal ané distziduting property.

He would see that it was properly distributed. If he had %o
vorrow that wae regarded as sn obligation which had later om
to be extingulshed.

We have beem told a lot of youny natives rum away
from home becmuse their fathers will not let them have anything,
while they kmow that 1f they go to town they get wages which
they cam kesp for themselves: do you agree with that 7~ Te,

I 40 mot agree with that, Sir.
¥hat do you think are the reasons why people are not
showing respeot to thelr fathers 7¥- S.‘rtl.r. it may be sald to
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be due to the impoverished gcomditiom of the heads of kraals
on private lands, Another cause, Sir, is thtlntuntﬁ
growing native finds he can clothe himself far better than he
can on the farm, and he likes 1t better; and the father even
some times kmowing that he cam re-call such a son home hesi-
tates to do so, because he realises that the son agctually is
better off in the town than he would be on the farm.

Yes; but 1 would like an answer to the question I
put.Why Whey are the children now not respecting their fathers
in the way in which children used to do 7- I thinmk it ie due
mostly to what I sald at first - the ilmpoverished condition
of kraslp-heads on the farms. A krasl-head is bound by eer-
tain conditions which operate om the farms, and he must ob-
serve those conditlions; perhaps the maln conditiong i= the
rendering of labour. The farmer requires the children to
work for him on the farm, but they find they can do detter
in town, 50 they go away %o work im the town. 1f they
should be taken bdack and compelled to return to their pareats
and are jerbaps punished by the farmer throush the court
for deserting the farms, them they get into gaol and the father
has not the means to release his son from gaol, he has no money,
and the son begomes discontentedy, and it gradually leade %o

the other genmeratéon losing respect for the older generatlom.
But does that apply in the reserves ?- I hav: not

veen deputed to speak as to the comditions in the native area,
nor am I sble, apart from what I have sald, to speak further.
Are Shere many chiefs in thie district who have no
land of thelr osm - ALl of them have not.
In this 1ist of yours you next give (e), laek of.
sducation; what i¢ $het in comnection with ?- I thimk it is

dse to the poor provisien for the educsntion of my people.
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There are no fewer than five districts for which I am speaking,
snd I do not think there are more than tem schools for native
ohildren in thoss districts.  There ar: quite a mumber of
ehrietionised natives living in those districts, snd naturally
they wish thelr shildren to receive education, The number is
steadlly lnereasing. In the towns these conditiomns are to be
bad,.

Do you think that is & resson why natives leave the
farms %0 g0 to the towne 7- (Onme of the minor omes, yes.

Do the christisnised natives, more than the other na
tives, desire education for their ehlldrem ?- There are many
non-gchristisnised natives today who wish their children to re-
eeive edugation.

4 would Rike to know If you ean express an opinion ‘
on that, +8 to whether the desire is grester amomgst the chris-
tianised natives for education smong thelr people tham it is |

amohget the other matives 7- Naturally those who are christlian-
ised desire to have thelr ehildren educated more than do the ]

non-ghristisnised natives.
muammum-muhmwm-l
pend to chiefs ?- Because they, too, Sir, are burdemed with
the same burdess thet the comsen people have to bear. The
chiefs have %o emter imto comtracte - render labour alse. Be- *
ilng Govermment officlals it is extresely diffieult for them %o
leave their homes or lands, say even for a amonth, leave alone
homm.huﬂhawhmm;nlmutn
1% 1» net quite the thing they expect.
SENATOR VAN SIBKEL: Are you referring to the low
up.mmm:mthml.ummmlﬁqm
from the Goyermment 7= I am referring to what they received
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from the UYovernment; from the farmers they receive nothing.

Wi, LUCAY: %o they have to work for the farmers in
the same way as their followers do ?- I think most of them,
yea.

SENATOR VAN NIMKERK: These chiefs living on the hr-.'
do they get something from the Government 7- I am representing
that what they get from the Government - the stipend - is too low.

But do they get snything from the Govermment ?- Yes,
they get from £10 %o £20 & year. |

Mi, LUCAS: Why ie this item brought in here, "low
earning capselty in tomne?"- What I meant, Sir, is that the
wages in towns are low and are not saffigient to enadle these
people to support their folks at home in Lhe rural areas.

And what follows from that ?- It followe from that, tha
these natives remaln in the towms’ they become unpopulsr in
thelr hoges. |

Do you kmow of cases where that has been the rdason why
natives have not gome home ?- Many, Sir; quite a number of
those get emtangled im difficulties here in towm; they get
credit after they become kmown, and them 1t becomes so Aifficuls
for them to get rid of their debts, and they have to be sued,
and them the propersy st their homes ls sold up.

In the next paragraph you spoke about lobola and you say
1t should mot be imterfered with uatil certain things happen.
Low will those things which you mention affect lobeola 7- We
look to the Govermment to advance matives to such a degree of
enlightenment as to do away with any need for lobdola.

¥hat are the needs which you thimk make it negessary
to keep lobola mow ?- Iobola, “ir, is the cement which binds
the family. I thimk you have something of the same kind in
the ring; when & persom gete a ring he or she wears the ring.
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mtl'ﬂubl-u.h-mqhhﬂ.ml
living wages, and education, and the use of a bank,are going

to make it possible %o do away with lobola 7- What I mean,
~ir, is no! that lobola qua lobola is an undesirable thing;
what | am trylng to emphasize is that Af we have land on
which we could iive we could keep cattle and it would be a
very happy consummation; we would then be able to earry on
the lobela system comfortably without being bothered by any-
tning, and them if you educated us in the use of mensy, so
far as 1Lt toushes those of our people who go out working,
they need fear nothing, begause so long as they know how to
look after the money which they earm they ean always return
home snd obtain eattle in the same way as if they had not
gone out to work,

You wish them edusated in the use of the bank s
that they need mot buy cattle uatil 1t le neeessary for some
special purpese 7- Yes.

Are the natives making much use of the bank mow 7-
Vory few, Sir] 1% is only s few amomg the educated who put
money im banks.

And do they keep momey in the bamk until they need
the eattle for lobola 7= Not much, Sir, becmuse the person
~hounuqmu-~l-ul-uuun:uum-l~
ie already sarried; but I dare say if there were a few young
ones who 4id se - who put some of the money in a btemk - when
the tige came, if they wished to get married, they would mo
4o .bt run to the bank and help themselves.

Then in the mext heading you speak sbout the type of
tenure and comtracts for the use of land being ansa tiafectory.
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W11l you explain that 7= The tenure is unsatlsfactory in
that it is s0 uncertain. Contraets are upsatisfactory in
many ways. A native will go %o = farwer for a place of resi-
dence, the sppllioant brings along with him his wife, and
maybe a few childrem, who will perhaps scon be old emough to
start work. The agreement is made that those two children
siall render labour to the farmes. The contract is agreed upon,
the man lives Shere. In due course the family increases. Det
u.mtu-nummu.mm&mcm-
dren. The farmer, 50 s00n as he sees there are more than tw
children who are able to work, will want to modify the con-

tract, and keep omn modifying It so long ae there is more labour
'o be had. The result is that the conmtract ls very umsatis- |
fuotory, becanuse Lt is never fixedi it ls mot a permanent

teing.
Is your contention thet mnot sore than two of the chil-

dren should be allowed to work inm any family ?- Nox, Sir; what
L am trying te emphasize ls thet the farmer should not be so
greedy; in other words, that he should make only & reasonable

demand om the paremt for the number of children to work.
If there was any resson, would there be any objection

hhl-mmmmbﬂhmhf-ﬁlholmmn ‘
objection %o thet if the children were old emcugh to work; but
I thimk it is ussatisfsetory that shen a man gots more children

there should be an eye kept on the inorease with a view tox
inspanning that ilnoresse a4s so0m as possible for rendering

labour.
Would the uatives in your district be agreeable to

& provision that all comtracts must be in writing ?- MNay I
sace some explamstion about that? I cammot give a stralght yes



or mo to that, Sir. 5o far as I am comcerned, I realise Shat
it would be te the advantage of the people were contracts en-
tered into by fermers with their tenmants to be im writing: bug
we have had experience to show that illiterate matives enter-
lng into such comtraets will sign away rights which are beyond
what they are able to sign away - which they are not able to
carry out, and when the time comes for eanforeing the contract
the native Ls brought before the magistrate and it is found that
the nstive is at fault, dut 4id not realise what he was doing
in eigokng that contract. That happened sctually at Magoodos.
I think 1t would be %o the commen .oluu.w.hﬂh-i
and two matives %o be appointed by the Govermment to supervise
the matter of contracte gemerally, s¢ that mo comtract could bve
entered into whiech was too burdemsome for either side to carry

out.

Do you think 1f sueh a provision were made the na-
tive objegtion to suwh g"ﬂMFh

when you spoke about the type of temure being unger-
tain, what 414 you meanm; how is it umcertainm 7- Well, Sir,
during the past two years i have seen more natives evieted from
:.zntu-mmmnuuqmu.-htumxvmd

Usaslly, what are the grounds for the evietion x ?7-
well, 1 gam give you sn instance. Sapposing a ohild who remdere
h““h“l“lﬂ*“ﬂlhthhﬂc
of that ohild, "Look here; I have lost the se:viees of your

ehild; you will have to give me a beast®. If the father

refuses to give that beast he will have to quit. The farmer
will give him notice. if he gives the beast, he will then
stay ome w-ﬁuumnmt.—htunq.mou
of u.a“mo.m-nmmmau-mhm
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along one of his other children to replace the one who hae
deserted, the farmer will say, "I do not want that child;
I w«ant the one who has deserted, I do not want any other".
He presses for it.

Bave such cases m L 8&. Sir.

You say, ia the last two years you have seem more
evictions than before; what happens generally to these evie-
ted natives when they leave the farm ?- They go to various
places; some of them find places on farms, some go to towns,
others <o to unhealthy parts of the country,where there is
st 11 a 1ittle room; gquite a number have gone %o Nongoma
“ietrict, under Chief Bokwe (?), in the Busheveld, very fever-
ptricken country. For people to go Domthe high veld framx
to the low veld is a very dangerous thing, because they get
fever and die; as a matter of fact, quite a number of those
who have gone %o Bokwe have dled. :

You speak about the over-working of temants; what do
you wish to say asbout that ?- I thimk, Sir, the period during
the year during which temante have %o work is too lomg. Chil-
dren for example of tender age who are begimning to work are
tept on for six momthe im the year; that | think is quite
lons enoughs evea if it was bard the period would be guite
long enough. It gives the children little opportunity for
goin: sisewhere, either for working or scquiring knowledge.
Then we have insteanges of some who have to work as long as
three years .“‘n.g any remission of time and without pay.
Sometimes, im the case of very small families, - say a husband,

17 and ohild, they reguire %o get up at dark and work %11l
dork; the result is they have no time to sttehd to their own

home affairs. As for oooking time, that is out of the ques-

tion,
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You speak of short notices of ejectmenty what notice
is given %o leave a farm ?- It 1s a very big matter, and I
should like to make a statement about 1t. legally the landlord
ie obliged %o give what is called reaconable notice, but what
does happen sometimes, Sir, is that the landlord will write out
his notlee a long way ahead of the time when he intends to
evict a particular native. He will do it, say, in his manifold
carbon-book perhaps a month or fortnight before the time when
he wishes the native to leave, explres. The farmer will then
oall up his tenant and say, "Here; take this noticel I am giv-
ing you a month" - or a fortalght, as the case may be - "to
leave my farm", The native is taken unawares. IHe has very
1ittle time indeed within which to gather his things and pre-
pare for leaving and finding another plage. If he goes to
appeal sbout it to the Court, the book is produced as evidence
ag-inst him, and he canmot disprove what is written in the book,
because letters which have been written simge and have been
r-eelved by persoms all over the place, speak for themselves,
and although the nat.ve has evidemse to show that docyment
was given to him & short tgme before, it does not outwelgh
the written evidence - the oral evidemge does not outweigh the
written evidenee.

THL CEAIRMAN: How many cases like that can you guote
?7- Durinmg the past year there were guite a number; but this

year 1 have not come seross any.
When you say there were quite a number during the past

year, what do you mean T- So far as concerns those who came

t. me about that, Sir, there were at least fifty.
All im this distriet 7= In all the districts except

‘o banango.
¥R. LUCAS: Have you heerd any farmers say they did
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70t 1like keeping on farms natives onse they have been given

n tiee 7= That is a difficult question to answer becsuse

the belief has become ourrent mow in these districts that

a farmer will often give notice, not for the purpose of getting
’:u of his tensnte, or getting some benefit out of them, =s but
/that they will go to the farmer and plead with him and the
farmer will either demand a beast or make some other demands.
There are many caves of that kindi there are many cases in whick
cattle have been given to farmers in those circumstances.

I Just want %0 go bsok & moment. Do you knmow of any
instances in this dlstrict where a farmer has ten sons of one
man working for him 7= [ cannot say as to soms, but dons and
doughters, yes.

Are any of the sons married 7- In some cases yes;
in others no. _

Well now, what do you mean by this iln your statement:
"Refusal of the inorease in stoek®™ ?= What I mean, Sir, is
that o farmer will make an agreement with his tenant that he
may het have more than a certain number of cattle, and that
these animels maturally breed, sad then shere that iz the cause
of trouble. I think I should make it clear, Sir, that thise
land about which I am spesking has been occupied by white peo-
ple -mmm.mmctwmmnmnvmnm
have had eattle of their own under the Zalu regime, rumning
{nte hundreds. Our psople are not able to understond the work-
1ng of the white gan's mind about that; when a farmer odjects
to eadé cows calving we begin to wonder what has happenmed.

¥R. ILUCAS: Take the next point you memtion; why

Lo that put im there - "Upportunity of cultivating lama® ?-
that I mean 18, lsok of opportunity, Sir. The native is 8o
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harried by the farmer thet he has no time to attend to his
own eultivatien, h“mﬁomm““
the cattle-dung and so prevent their tenante from menuring
thelr gardens.

m-w.th«nﬂhm“ﬂmm
7= They have learnt the valae of mamuring in this azes now,
Sir, =Ad they like to use IS,

Ir that a serious difficulty - st least, are they
to any serlous extent preveanted from cultivating thelr land ?-
“hat | mean, “ir, is that they are obliged to go forward in
full force %o do the planting for the farmer during the months
«nen planting should be done, usually October and November,
und when that time is up the mative may do his owa planting,
it the season is by then almost too far advansed.

Does the same thing apply to reaping 7= It is the
other way about with the reaping. The farmer wants %o have
the benefit of the stalks, 50 he tells the native, "You hurry
up”, as he wante his cattle %o eat the stalks of the mealles.

Does the farmer want his cattle to eat the stalke
of the natives' mealles ?- I kmow of many instances where
the natives are not szllowed to let their cattle eat the stalks;
It is the omly farmer!s sattle that are allowed to do that.

Is “:a.'-&n stalks of the natives' mealies ?- Yes.

Then the nmext item, "Ejectment by fermers"; that le
the same as you bave dealt with before = Yes, Sir.

Now, the mext item you seid this morning was onme
that was not put before the meeting. Who is respemsible for
that; that is No.3. 7= The chiefs chose five of us %o
prepare this do ument, and directed us te use our diseretion

in patting in saything else spart from what had been discussed

"
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and which we thought should go in.

S0 that you five put this item in your statement ?-
But we have not kept 1t seeret; it is known &t least to
soms of the chiefs.

And those who know, have they approved ?- wWell, Sir,
they have heard enough now %o understand that there is a feel-
ing amongst the white people for segregation, and they say if
there is %o be segregation let the segregation de in such a
way as % keep them mot very far from the white people, to
whom they must become asgccustomed. Besides, the native does
not like to be removed far awy from his home, 1f he has to be
moved.

I would Just like to be elear about that: you mean
in eueh distriet there should be an allocation for natives and
an allocation for whites, so that the natives and the whites
are close together ?- Half and halfi we would leave the
size of the divisien to the Covermment, but if we had the
choice we would take the larger part every time,

umwu—ntommtthnunf
must have not lees them & half, or was 1t just meaning that it
be divided into two pleges ?- I had no particular ides in
my mind at the time, Sir, but we look to the Goverament to help
us, and 1f the Ugvernment shoull deide %o do such a thing, we
suppose it would mot Just give us the dry bome of $hat portion

of the beast, but give us some of the meat too.
Are there sny other items in this s atement that

were added by you five, or were all the others the resalt of

dlsoussion at the meeting ?- I think that apart from this
i tem everything else wae more or less clearly understoed.
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I should explain that this document is not the result merely

of one meoting, but of many meetings over a long peried of
time, and the result also of comsultation of the minute books.
Je five were selected %o prepare this document, and I think
everything elese in it has been disgussed at this last meeting
of whioh I speak, or at earlier meetings.

Now, take the top of the mext page;, what do these
three Ltems refer %o : " gain by landless natives” 7- What
Lnﬁ. Sir, i» that & mative who owms no land ils @ wanderer
on the fage of the earth. 1f you had time I should have
liked t. have taken you out a little distance from the tomn
nere and shown you & man who has beem on the outakirts of Vry-
peid for about « month now and who has been totally impover-
ished through having been ¢jected from a farm. He is now prac-
tically destitute. In a certaln area oh the Nageode certain
land «as taken over which had been owned by white people, but
nét oecupled, and the white people laid down the conditien
that they would wemt their temants there to agres to pay 2/6d.
per head for cattle remsining om the lands.

hmn-wo“motlnnhu-hh
dictriet like the ome you have Just mentioned 7~ Yes, Sir,
cults & number of themjhere in the town location of Vryheld
there are mamy of them. There is ome who hes Just arrived.

Is mot there plemnty of opportunity for such & mative
on other farme ?- No Sir; many of Shem get weary of looking
for places, snd eventuslly give up hope of ever finding such a
plsce, and then they go elsewbere. As I say, some come %o
the location here im Vryheld. Some of the farmers say that
they are sorry %o have to give their temants notiee %o leave,
vat the Government x-lat;ua limited number of matives only
living on farms. 5o the farmer in fear of breaking the law,
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giver some of his tenants notlce to lesave.

GENATOR VAN NIEKERK: 1Is there suck a law, that a
farmer can only keep a limited musber ?- I do mot kaow the
laws of the lend; 1 am merely saying what the farmers tell
an m tives,

Why 414 you put in this mext item, "Misunderstanding
between black and white"; what Ls your reasom ?- My reply to
that, “ir, ie that If anyone were to live on anyone else's
property on the conditions on which our people have to do so,
it would not tend towards good-will between the parties; it
would go all the other way. I was amaxed when I was down in
Neandhla Distriet recently to hear the matives in the large
nalive reserves there complaining bitterly of the irksomeness
of having %o live under the white man's rule. Coming from &
place like this, I asked them how they could make such a com-
phut.mxnumﬁtﬁqluntnh\hﬂh—'l

rule ., But they are infinitely better off then these people

living on farms. On enguiring further into the matter, I

found that natives who had left farms in those districts ad-

Jjoining the Nkandhla District had gome dowmn there to live and
had eomplained ebout the trestment they had received from the
white farmers. The cry of these evieted temsnte was ftaken wp
by natives who had besn long on farme, snd in that way the wave

of discontent spread.
Then the mext item - to what does thet refer: "Unleas

checked, eriminals will be ingreased”™ T- What I mean by that,
ilr, is that omall stocz is prohibited onfx farms; small stock
velonging to natives, such as goats and yikgux sheep. That is

a ourlious resction., The irresponsible native youths say,
"yell, if the fermer has %0 keep his cattle on hies farm and



l-ﬁ.l-. um' m m.. -u”- .”'{'

we are not to be allowedtc keep ours, althoughthis was our f
land from the beginmning and they have not been here long, we
will be avenged on the white man by mutilating or killing his
stock when he is out of sight." That is what I sean by that.
it 1s @ thing I fear.

X Hsxs yux How do you suggest checking it ?- ¥ think
it can be checked by meeting the desire of the natives and al-
lowing them to keep small stook, more particularly sheep. May
I say that in the winter-time a native who owns cattle could
perhaps kill a beast kanowing that in cold weather he will be

|
|
l
able to keep the meat until it is finished, or -msti- i
been eaften; but Lf be were to do that in the summer 1% would
very scon go bad. But he could kill small cattle inm the

sumwer-time because they would net take s0o long %o consume, amd

i1f the natives got meat that way in the summer-time they would
not be sa tempted %o kill and eat the cattle of thelr landlords.

{
i

] am & Wesleyan, Sir, and I do not eat dead meat. That ls a |
rule of our church - among "esleyans. Sometimes native Wesley-
and are asked by their landlorde to skin cattle that have died,
and so estromg is the temptation to eat thim meat that they

cannot resist it, and they break a church rule.
1 think we bave dealt with No.4. before. Ia Fo.5. you

refer to bad soil 2~ (INTERPRETED BY MR. DELOVU): - Do you
contend that natives are given bad soll to work ?- I know mamy
»f our psople whe used to till certsin lands, bat on scoount "
of thelr landlords requiring those lands they have pointed out
o ther plages where they csn make their lands, and es & resalt
of that they do mot get emough erops. Then the natives
senerally come to the comclusion that thelr landlords take

them from the fertile soll, 50 that they can have better soils.

A
Is that & common complaint in this distriet 7- Yes, 1
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ie a common complaint.

You say nothing has been done for agrieulture by
the Government. what do you suggest the Government should
do 7= I refer under that questiom practically to matiwe
reperves where natives are given demonstrators ---

TH: CHATAMAN: 1 thought you were not competent to
speak asbout native reserves 7- I am only stating, Sir, what
I hear has been done in the native locations. In this dis-
triet we find thet the Government is mot goins anything for
the natives, and yet we see traction engines in the district
here helping the Earopeans to cultivate lsnd and so on; I
mean some time ago there was a train,or rallway train here -
a demonstration train - when a lot of people attended the
lectures and so on, and natives have not had the same oppor-
tunity.

What do you saggest the Government should do to help
the natives sgriculturally 7- I think the Government should
make & law whereby the native would have time in whiech %o
cultivate his lands,

And other ways ?- 1 do ndt know what other way I
can suggest; here there are onmly private lands,

The next polunt is about liguor; are the natives
satisfled with the guality of the beer that they get in the
beer shops 7~ The gquality of beer differs in different 10-
calities, and in the mines our people belisve that beer is so0
brewed - even im an unnatural way as compared %o thelirs - so
they .sll the beer in those centres,spirits.

It is not only a gquestion of the price them to which
you objest ?- I dare say those who buy beer at the mines
are satisfied with the prices which are asked for the beer,
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bat the trouble is that at the end of esach month they find
they have nothing left., Persomally, I think the beer
which is brewed in the mines is very bad, and I think if a
liedical man were appointed to edamine those natives who
partake of that beer, 1t would be found that their insides
are all burnt out.  Natives who go down the mines come
ou’ of the mines feeling thirsty, and just at the mouth
of the mines they buy this beer, and they are tempted by
these token colns to buy the beer offered to them. I think
this token money ought to be abolished, and I wsould suggest

that minlng companies ocught to be empowered to brew beer
for the natives smploped by them, as ies the case on the reef.

Yhy 40 you object to that téken system ?- It makes
our people for-get their homes, The native gets hold of
token colns and forgets that practically all his earnings will J
be finished through using the token money. This token momey
is valueless outside the mining area, and camnot be sent to
the native's friemds at home whenmever assistance is required

or dietress reported.
Is there any special method used by the storekeeper

to persusde them to use that system 7- Cur people want food,
and 1t 90 happens sometimes that where s native heas avalled
himself of the token system, he gets his pay earlier than the

native who has not availed himself of the token system at all.
And that attracts them 7- And that attrects them.
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Mit. LUCAS: When you sald thst you objected to the
toren aystem, 4id you mean to comvay there that the eredis
system should be discouraged 7- I think that even the eredit
syetem should be abolished.

In what way does 1t hurt the natives 7~ I¢ often
happens thet the native ie given oredit in a store for & teram
for about £5, snd when the goods which he has takem from that
store ran to a lot of momey, a native says that he did not
know that he owed s0 much money.

And you want to stop them from getting goods on gredis
7= I ean quite reallise that 1t would be very hard to stop
eredit now on scoount of the low wages whioh our people are
cetting at the present time. I know many poor people who semd
to their kraals for some of their stoek to be sold in order %o
wipe vut dedbts which they have comtracted.

Are the mine natives satiafied with their living condi-
tions on the mines 7= Very oftem natives may be recraited in
Johannesburg for the collieries and they come here, but I am
sure that the food they get is mot satisfactory.

Now, are you satisfied with the comditions ¢f domestiec

servants as they are today in this distriet 7- There are na-
tives who have worked most of their lives as domestlic servants
and 1t would be very hard imndeed if at their present age they
should be tfurmed off from their present spheres of labour.
That is not what 1 asked, are the conditions under
which domestic servants work here today satisfesctory 7= Wo,
they are not, on seoount of the low wages which they are getting.
Sow, Just ome question about the foreing of girls.
Has thers beenm any trouble to the girls through their having %o
g0 from one farm to another to work 7- There are many canses ;
I save an illustration of girle working in the itmelo District
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and girls not finding the conditions nice and deserting thelir
service. Without the knowledge of the parents a girl may

desert from the farm;hea father may find that his girl has

been given a trek pass %o leave the farm. Sometimes a girl

deserts from Srmelo to Johamnesburg. When the girl gets to

Johannesburyg she gets demoralised.

Are the girls who have %0 go to LZrmele for Lmstance
properly looked after on the farms to which they 4o 7- I think
thet Lthe masters 40 not conoern themselves about the welfare
of thelr servante 0 long as they carry out their duties.

Now, this advisory Board which you referred to, have
you suggested that at any time to any Zuropean ?- No, not
with regerd %o an Advisory Board, but with regard to a Joint
Council in the town here 1 have spoken until I canuet speak
. any more,

You say thay the cost of livisg and the standard of
living of the natives ls getting higher 7~ Yes, that is so.

And then you glve figures - rursl and urbsa. "hat
@0 these figures mean and how do you arrive at them 7~ When a
native resides on & farm and he has & family of three shildren
and he owne twenty head of cattle, snd very oftem he has teo
pay 1/- per head per month for dipplag fees, then on tho ex-
penditure side it would eost him £Ll. A bag of mealles
which he eats,-ss I have already sald, they do not get an
¢, portunity te plough their own lands,-snd the result is that
most of the netivee in this district subsist on weslies which
they buyk. Supposing five people should live on = bag of
wealles, which costs sbout 10/- per bag, you would have %o
put thet down in sddition to the ordinmary expenditure. Then
you iave meat. Farm natives get their meat through killing
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small stock == sheep or goats; this would mean that a native
has Lost 10/-.pexxhexxtx Then you have peas and other muts
which natives live om, and beans, and a bag of juge beans
senerally costs about £2,10,0.

How long does that last 7= Two months.

How many goate d0 you reckom would they kill in a
month 7- Well, I wmerely spoke of that ss an illustration.

[t would be one goat per month. And cow-peas, which natives
live on -- That would probdably come to an amount of 10/-.
ind natives also live on amasi, sour-milk, and ordinsry milk,
A family of five would live on amasi to the value of 10/-.

Would he nmot get that from his twenty cows ?- As 1
have already sald, he is not allowed te ineresse his cows.
e hue to confine the mumber of his cattle to twenty, so it
will mean that there ls no ingrease. They do not calve.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIZKERK: Do you mean th tell us that
when a native has cattle on a farm none of these gcows ever
calve Y- Cows 40 calve, but when the Zuropean comes round
and finds thet there are calves and that the stock of the
native heas inereased, he turne the native off, or he scolds
him and says "Did I mot tell you to comfine your cattle to
that number?*

Does he tell them that so long as the calf is in the
1ittle krasl and does nmot feed on the veld 7= I was only
glving an fllustratiom, that if & mative has & family of five
he has %o buy his milk and 1t will eost him about 10/=.

But Af he has that numbe: of cows there is mo need
for him to buy milk 7= Yes, I agree with you.

¥R. LUCAS: What le your next polmt 7= with regard %o
caffir oorm, with whigh we brew our beer, I find that it costs
a native 12/« in the sonth for kaffir cora for a family of
five. Then there is clothing. Our people are more imclined
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now %o wear Sguropeas clothes, and the netives must have some
sort of clothing, becsuse when they come into the towns they

are obliged to wear Burcpesn clothing theres
What do you put down for that ?- Well I would put

thet down roughly st 10/-.

Is there anything elee 7= We use paraffin in our bate,
we do not uase torches with grass.

How much have you put down for that ?- I think it
would cost shbout 3/64d.

MR. LE ROUX VAN NISKERK: 3/64. for paraffim ?- Yes,
cut om the farms & gallom of paraffin costs about 5/-.

Mi. LUGAS: And sugar f- I find that our people want
te use sagar. They have to use it, and for that I would put
down 5/=; and salt 1/-.

ME. LE ROUX VAN NIKKERK: What is the price of salt 7-
“e buy it Just in small quantities for sixpence, but it does
not last any time., And soap, %00, we have to use. We do
not wse ¢ lay to wash our faoces now, but we use soap, and our
euildren reguire soap to wash thelr clothes, Soap 2/-. Then
we have coffee and tea. Cofiee wam imtroduced by the white

people when they first came to the land. Coffee and tes would
come to 2/- per month.
Hi. LUCAS: Zhat makes a total of £5.10.6. and with

amagl £6.0.6. 7= TYes.
MR. IX ROUL VAN NISKESK: With regard to dipping, we

have had farmers here who have all told us that they pay the
dipping for the natives on thelr farme. We have had several
farmers whe have told aus that. Are they all telling lies 7-

well, I do mot think 1%t is true. '
You Mave here meslie meal at 10/-, and cow-peas 10/-,
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and beans £1.8.0. Now, my experience is that s mtive family
of five can live on & bag of mealies for a somth. A full- 4
grown netive esmmot eat more than J lbe. of mealie meal = ]

day. If you took that over a month you would find that @
family consleting of 2 blg man, ¢ wife and three children
w41l 2ot consume mere than & bag of mealie meal. You have an L
oxtra bag of beams, snd ‘hea you huve = bag of cow-peas. You
have Shree bdage of mealkem to a family 7- I knoe from ex-
perlense that if there are five adulte with only a bag of
nealies they will go through 1! ia & fortanight.

Yos, five sdulte -~ I agree with you ?~ But our people
are not only confined to mealle meal and meslies alone. They
have other foods am ‘11.-

mtsc_u.uu“mmm--nnm
they eumnot eat 3 1be, of mealle meal per day and other meal

s well ?- Nealies, that L2 bolled mealles, are mixed to- J
gother with Jugo beans, and about the end of Lhe mouth you ]
would find that sll these geriem grains are very nearly fmnu.i
¥i. LUCAT: Jo you find thet your natives buy mealles |
and grind them themselves 7- Yes, mostly on She farass.
How, * Just want you to give the figures and the umounts
without any explanation for the urban figure of £4.10.0. ?-
{ camnot explain that, but there is one of the deleguites here

«ho was really ssked to explein that figure.
1s thare
Now,/has-anything that cam be done, or is there uuy- |
thing belng dose, in this district for matives who are desti-

tute 7= 1n the country, I am mot aware thet thers is saything

done.
Do the mtives im this diatrict trade thelr mealies and

their cattle, do they well them f=- It is only this year that
I foand some of our nstive people taking their mealies to the
store $0 trade, Sometimes they ®ell their cattle when they



M.E.L. MALING AND OTHERS. -1597-

camnot pay their taxes. They say large oxeam they do not own
because they are often takenm by the white people as finmes.

Fimes for what ? - In casez of deserfion a native
would be allowed to remain on the farm if he paid a large
ox, and sometimes suddenly without sny resson a native is
threatened that he is going to be ejected from the farm, and
the farmer says to him "Well, I shall let you remain on the
farm If you pay me a large ox.

You explained that bdefore, bdut now are Shere any
cases la this distriet in which there is ill-treatment of
naiive servants, as & result of which natiwe servants leave
and no others come along 7~ As far as I am aware, at Magut for
instance, where natives are unsettled on secount of the treat-
ment which 18 given thea in that locality.

Are there any farmers there who cammot get labout on
that sccount ?- I canmot say so with certalnty. I kmow of
cases whers a native has been threatemed twice that he would
be evieted from the farm, it was twice in one year, and he
has been asctually evieted.

My question was: were there any farmers who have been
anable to get labour becsuse the natives themselves, or per-
haps other tenants, have been unjustly treated 7- Sometimes
if & native is threatened on a farm and he has to leave, he
leaves within the time he 1o givem in order to seve his stock,
from being sold out. That is why I cannot answer the Jues-
tion whieh you put to me.

Now, you have passed me = letter here, dummxihnt but
that letter tells other farsers in thet meighbourhood not %o
employ this native. Are there many cases of that sert 7-

Yoo, when ! referred this moralng to other natives who have
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gone %o the Ngome Pletriet I refer to such natives.

How do the natives look upon a thing like that ?-
Well, i*t is why, when natives who have to leave this Dis-
trict get inte the reserves they tell other natives how bad
the white people are in the distriect from which they have re-

moved,

Bow, could you tell us of any cases in this dlstriet
w«here e colour-bar has prevented natives from getting em-
ployment 7~ I know of eertaln natives who formerly used to
work for Buropesns in bullding thelr houses, and they have
been told by these Europeans that they are forbidden to em-
ploy them in future on work of that nature.

Is that in this distries ?- WNo, that is in the Pasul-
pletersburg Distriet.

But that is in the bullding trade; do you kmow of any
other trade in which that has taken plage 7- I kmow of other
natives to¢ who were smployed by the rallways inm the past
bat they were moved from thelr positions in order tc make room
for white people. And in the Post Office, too.

Mow it is sald that these natives who lost occcupations
of that sort have plenty of openinge for them om the farms.

Is that so 7- Yes, there are openlnge on the farms without
pay. But these people have been 0 used to recelving payment
for thelr work in the towns that they are agsinst returning te
the farms.

Now, under edusation you say that there are no results
in your district. Cammot you see some resulis from educsation
slresdy in your distriet 7- Whea I refer to that heading I
rofer to matives whe ere educatedy who come from this dis-
triet; 1 see no matives who Iave been educated in this die-
triet, excepting those who come from other districts.
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Now, under taxation you say that it has branded a
lot of natives as eriminale; what do you mean by that ?-

When & native has been in gaol, we generally look upon him
with a queer look, because we say he has a bad character.
Another thing, sometimes a native may have been working for
his landlord for twelve monthas, but as socom ae he leaves his
master's service he comes to town to look for employment

and he has not beem in the towan long before he has to pay

tax. He makes an explanation that he has beemn in his master's
service, but he is sent to gaol in spite of his explanation
for mot paying tax., When our people are working for their
landlorde, only those who live in the outbulldings of the
landlord are reckomed to be in continual employment, but those
who go %o the master's service every day and sleep at their
own kraals are not so regarded.

Where i1s that 7= There is a lot of that. People who
live at their kraals are only looked upon as gasual labourers
and are not looked upon ae being in continual employ. I also
want to say that the girls who scarry fruit snd vegetables to
town, their time i® not reckoned. They come Stwise weekly
perhape and they sell thelr master's frult and vegetables.

Yot thelr time ls not reckoned at sll. Their work is looked
upon as ogeanional lsbour, Whem I refer to oocasional work,
that aleo applies to the adult who works during the day and
returng to his krasl in the evening. Whea these people do
two or three monthe during the ploughing season they are only
regarded as essual labourers. The whole of the season is
finished in three months and they have no time then %o finmish
thelr crops themselves. But the fast that they work for their
masters during that time is not gounted at all. It is looked
upon ae if they have rendered ho labour.
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What do you mean by that heading of "Poverty" there
in your statement ¥~ That poverty refers to this. From the
time of the inglo-Boer War up to the time when the Hatives
Land Aet was proclsimed, our people appeared to prosper, but
cinge that time our people have been sinking.

But in what way is that connected with taxstiom ?- We
say that the Government belng our father they should relieve
us from other taxation to = certain extemt.

Because of poverty 7- Yes, with special reference to
the faect thet we get no pay from our landlords.

Then do you say thet taxation has no effect on the
labour supply 7= ILabourers, m farm labourers, have
difficulty im golng out to work to earm the negessary money,
because on the farms fthey have to fulfil their contrscts.

is that what you mean by saying "nil" here 7- Yes.

Then ander "Causes of Crime”, you put poverty and mis-
understanding of law?®- What I mean there i1s that & man with an
empty belly does not recoguise law. Self-preservation being
the first law of mature, he may, in obeying that instinet, for-
get the law of the land and do something which the law forbids.
That may land him in geel. Jecondly, lack of kmowledge of
the technicalities of the law on the part of natives where
cemes are coneerned,in which ome party ls a white man and the
other party = native, is smothet reason. In such cases the
court should not $ry the guestions at issue im the absence of
one of the parties. But mostly, whereat the ome party is a white
man the case ie tried in the absence of the native, snd the
firet thing the native knows Ib'l.% the matter is the arrival
of the Yourt Nessenger, who comes to attaeh his property.

It will happen im cases of that kind, that a mative will go
to the court and apy "Although my master, a white man, has
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brought thiscase agelnst me, I demy llability. sometiues

the court officlal will advise the native to go bdaek 1o the
white man to try and come to an sgresment. At other times

the native will be advised to go to a solicitor, bul the
native le afrald of going to & solleitor in cases of ®hat kim,
because he is afrald the solicitor will help to di®possess him
still further.

Under the next heading you say that the Laropesn refuses
to co-operate with the mative in joint councils. Have you had
a'y experisnce of such refusal ?- As . have said, Simee 1926
[ have besn trying %o have such & council formed Muere, particu-
larly during the time of the late Bishop of Zululsnd, but with-

out success. ;

Do you know whether they are working well inm other
pleces 7- Yes, Sir, and I think it stande to remson that
such an arrangement is bound to work towards harmouy bdetween
the two races - bleck and shite. At present that harseny is
absent.

Well, mow, in which way do you want the Master and
Servants Aet to be smended ?- I am thinking par ticularly of
native childrem. It is degrading to them %o £ ind suddenly
that they have brokenm the law and have to be semt to geol,
all through their paremts or guardisns having wm tered into an
agﬂmtnrmtdmau“ﬁ' are exercising
control and guardiamship. I cam give you an Ymgtamee of &
sative who is of about the same age as myself, wpo has never
worked anywhere except on the farm on which hig pather Lives. -
He has never lesrat real farm-work. He has only, learnt what
the white people teach him., He has had some eggestion, dut
those who have peen born simee his time have ngy zot the
advantages which he has had, owing %o the lrkege conditione
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on the farm.

I 4o not understand what that hes to do with the Master
and Servants Aot 7- That man hae now become the kreaal head, his
father belng dead, but owing to the conditions of the farm on
which he is living, it is not possible for him to have his
younger brothers and sisters educated. What I mean, 1s that
the lasters and Servants Act preventz those younsz people from
getting the benefite of an education. Thet isx what I meant by
saying that when a contract ils entered into as bdinding on a
certain number of children, the landlord should not have his
eyes on children who may follow after in such s way as to pre-
vent them from getting the benefite whihh the white man's civil-
ization mey give these children. And I say the evil goes
deeper, begause it even sometimes results im childrem like that
who hno/m from their master being arrested and sent to
gaol and being mixed up with eriminals. Then that child is
looked upon as & erimimal, and it is degrading to the whole
family,merely because conditions have ohanged in the country
and life ls becoming more and more difficult for the growing
native.

¥hat ls your ressem for wsanting to repeal that sub-
sectlon of the Native Administration Aot 7- 1 refer to the
provision in the Act which states that the supreme Juiys chief
heo power %o remove a native chief from offiee. That strikes
fear into the hearts of the people because we know that the
supreme chief persemslly ls not aequainted with the native
ehiefs in the coumtry. LIt may be with only a few excepiions
and he hae to set on recommendations &n cases like that sub-
mitted by the native commissioener of the district, and in
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effect it is the native commissioner who iz ocausing the re-
movsel of o chief,and not the supreme chief. We feel that
before anything «f the kind is dome a full imguiry should be
conducted on behalf of the supreme chief.

Then there is your point about the pass law., that do
you object to there 7- We feel Shat there are far too many
paeses, 20 many that we 40 not kmow -ctﬁ what the number is.
1t would be infinitely more convenient and better if there were
only one pass,and we would respectfully suggest that the tax
recelpty might smewer for all these manifold dooumente which
heve now to be takem out. Imagine s person baving to earry
a dozen passes snd belng the possessor of two old jackets.
lie pute o¢n his Jecket,in which he may carry twe or three passes,
and he thinke Lt is quite safe, and he goes out and is stopped
vy » policessn. The police asks him %o produce the particular
pass., He puts his bands into his Jacket and finds that tie
particalar pase whigh is wanted Ls left in the other coat.
fell, that man ls lddble to arrest. If we had one pass only
thers would be no confusion as to whigh juos the man had to
oarry. I1f you consider a tax regeipt is mot sufficlemt, it
may be that something might be added, elther fimger prints,
or a photograph, whighever the suthorities may require. Then
there woul' mnot be se many natives arrested for breaches of
the pass lawe. A man would know that 1f he had his Sax
recelpt 1t would be as good as himself; 1t would take his
plage amnd would answer for him. The maltiplicity of passes
if very confusing te the mative. Feople whe de¢ mot knew him,
sesing him being taken to geol imagine that & oriminal has been
caught amd is Justly receiving punishment.

The farcers ssy that if the pass system is adolished
they will them mot be sble to follow up deserters.f=x What do
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you say to that ?- I think that the one pass, say the tax
regelpt, could be 20 devieed mas to meet that objeotion. I am
not able to answer as to how i1t should be drawn up exsctly,
but I suppose that if every native were givem a pase for all
times, and a number, he oould be traged even if he were %o
desert at Cape Town.

M,
I want/Mamabule to givé me the figares and the amounis

on which you have made up that budget for an urban family of
theee 7= (MR, MAMBULL): I have these figures here.

Budget Ho.l. » ‘..:n.o ‘0.
L} bes Ve
l“" 0. 3. 0.
Tesa, G. 3, O,
0. 2, 6.

L 0. 1. 4o
lsalie Meal, 0. 3. 6
CGoal, G, 4. 0.
Wood, e 3¢ 0,
Milk, 0. 1. 4.
Bakiug Powder, O« B. 6.
Beef, 0«18, 0.
Sundries, 0.6, 0.
Hent, O.ID. 0.

Budget No.2. Meallie Mesl, ‘:01:: O

Sugar 6
Flour, 0. 5. O
m. 0. 2. 0.
51 st £
S A¥etsoueeds & Yo O
Beet, 0. 5. O,
‘. ..1’0 ..
Powder, O 1. 6o
Sundries,

Badget No.3. Mealie Neal, “0,15, 0.
m. ‘0 Bs '™
Beef, Os 5¢ Oe
salt & 3s B
Pamffin 0. 2. 0o
Wood & Goal, O To O

Remt, O 5o O

- o g

All three exglude the following tant items: Medieal

services, olothing, taxes, school fees, and church
eontributions.
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Why have you made up three budgets 7= 1 have made
up theee becuuse we are not versed in these statisties, and
it is aifficult for u native to arrive at the correct figure.
I have jJust shown you this because conditions of natives
in varlous kinds of employment are different. VWe consider
that for a native in town the figure dlffers from that for
@ native living under other conditions. W%e consider that
the position snd the wage of a native in towa can still Dde
improved a bit s0 as to enable him to earn what we regard as
s living wage. The native in town earaing 21,10,.0. a month
is not getting what we regard as a living wage.

Now you have three badgets here, the one is as low
a8 £1.,19.6, and the highest ae high as £4,10,0. What do
they represent, what sort of families are these for 7= I have
talte: these for a family of three; different classes of
pecple.

THE CHALAMAN: "hich classes do they represent 7~ I
should say that the first one would represent such people as
ockerks, interpreters, school-masters, and professionsl men.
The second one would represent people like motor-drivers,
shoemakers and bullding workers.

Mi. LUDAS: Would they get as much as £3 in Vryheld?-
Yes, 1 think they do. They work for about 2/- per day.

And then the third class ?- The third elass would
include kitehen boys.

Do mot kitchen boys get the master's food 7= MNot in
the cases where they live in the locations and have to pro-
vide for their families, but before the proclamatiom of the
Act the mansters used to assist them.

Has that change come in, in Vryheld ?- Yes.
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MR, LE ROUXL VAN NIKKERK: And they get no extra pay 7-
No, they do not.

MR. LUCAS: HMow do you get these figures, did somekkin
person keep an acgount 7~ Well, they were drawn up ----

MR. L& ROUX VAN NINKERK: Even if s kitohen boy lives in
the location he has to get two meals from his master ?- Yes, but
he has his family.

That may be, but he himself, how many meals does he get
from his master 7- Three.

MR. LUCAS: As far ar this applies to a kitchen boy, it
is for his family ?- Yen,

Are there any store-boys whom this would apply %o 7= I
should say that the second bdudget would apply to them. .

But we were told that the average wage for natives ll
Vryheld was £1,10.0, and not 23, ?- Exactly, that is so.

Then how can they spend £3 ?- That is jJust the diffi-
eulty. They have these women st the location and most of them
brew this kaffir beer, nmot begause they want $o make a profit
but because they want to assist the .r husbands %o meet expen-
pes, and some of them do washing Jjust in order %o try and assist
their husbands. .

Now take Budget No.2; how did you get these figures 7-
I 414 not collect them from anyone.

¥hat did you do 7= I Just ask various employees ss to
how much mealie meal per month they used, and in that way I got
to the average of 10/- per month.

How many 414 you asi in order to get to an average 7-
Four or five,

And 4id you take the highest,or 4id you teke the average

?- 1 took the average.
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You know what an average is ?- Yes, the miadle.

MR, LE ROUX VAN NIEZKERK: 1 want to ask you about this
o ther budget. Do natives on farme get £5.10.0, or rather do
they spend that? Surely a native on e farm can live more cheap-
ly than a native in town 7 The highest the other msn has, tha:
is: the man im town, is £4,10,0, and the lowest is £1.19.0.
Where is the mistake?- (MR. MALING): The positions onm the

farms would be different. As you say, thinge latterly have
changed goneiderably and farm labourers now have %o buy from
white people provisions which in the past it was not necessary
for them to dbuy at all. They have to buy things which in the
past they could grow.

Yes, 1 agree with you that that is so, but he has no
house rent 10 pay, he has no scal %o buy, and he has no milk
to buy, ®hxkuxt and he may grow a certaln amount of vegetables,
green mealies and maroch, and still, according teo you, his
budget is higher thanm that of the other man ?- That 1s quite
#0, but most of the things which the native on the farm con-
sumes he has %o buy today. On the farms the native ghlldren

are not ususlly supplded with clothing, they have %o supply
thelr own, and that slso goes to inerease the budget.

From what you put down, & native on a farm requires
266 per year for his family, to make & liviag. What do you
think is the value of labour oa a farm ?- GSeeing that, as I
have alresdy sald, our people om faurms have gradually been
going Gown lower and lower singe the 1913 Aet, the bDenefit
which they could derive in the past from ren‘ing land from

the farwer, fay &t £10 or £15 ~=--
Thet 18 not my questions My question is, what do you
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think 1s %he value which & native who owns 20 head of cattle
sith his family gets outef thet farm ?- Say 210 or £15 per
year, which he gete out of that land, I should put the
value whioh the native gets out of a white man's land at
£10 or £15 per hesd.

Do you say s native ke-pabé has to pay at least 250
per year - Yes, %0 include his family.

Yeos, ineluding his family, Now you objected that the
father should make s contract for the children. Do mot you
think 1t 12 rights Should parental control be broken alte-
gethor 7 Cennot a father go and say t¢ a farmer "So long
uo these chiliren are not married they shall be under con-
tract for you for se many monthe in the year 7- My point ie
that sccording to present-day conditions L1t is the very faet
of parents beling able to do that which causes loss of par-
ental control. What I wish t¢ stress is that if pareats
were allowed to come to some understending with thelr land-
lords in cases of desertion of chilédren, then there would not
be the tendency to laok of respect om the part of the chil-
dren, which we find in existence today. It is caused by
landlords refusing %0 come to an agreement in cases of that
kind with the pareats and insieting on the contract belng
carried out to the letter, while perhaps a compromise would
have got over the troudble === it is because of that, that
parental control is dlissppearing.

Are you sbeolutely against the idea of the futher
being sllowed to make a comtraet for his children with the
landlord 7- I thimk 1t would be better if the comtracts were
*0 modifled as to ensble the parent to fill the bresch, say
in the case of desertiom, elther by providing another child
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or getting someone else's child, instead of, as is happening
now, the landlord golog to the police and getting the child
convieted before the magistrate.

You are not agelnst the contraet, if it is carried out
in @ ressonsble way ?- In such cmces I would have mo objec-
tiom, but the white people, w0 far as I know, unanimously
obJeat. ZThey «11l not have the contract so modified.

How, you have given ue a lot of grievances which you
have agalnet the farmers here, things that the farmers do.

I have & whole list of these thinge. You are making s heavy
indiotment against the farmers. These things which you have
given us here, are they the exoeption or are they the genersl
rule with the farmers in the districts which you say you are
reproesenting - I think that what 1 have described is the
general state of affalrs, and if the Commission would like to
have detalls on the subject, may I suggeet that the .w!.donco
which was tendered vefore the Chief Native Commissiomer of

latal in 1928 be looked up,amé as specific cases were quoted
over and over again of things like those having happened.

Whet I want %o know is, are you acquainted emough
with the regulation of the farm boye here, to state that this
is the general practice of the farmers of thésedistricte?
That is all I want to kmow ?- Yes,

Now, there is ome thing I want to ask you. You say
that the farser eagages his boys for contract work, amd those
boys go to sleep at home. As a result, that boy's work ie
not counted for contract work, 1t is just reckoned as gasual
labour 7= Yed.

Now, say a boy lived half a mile away, and he goes
to work for three months, and then he goes to sleep at his
house every might. Would not the farmer reckon thome three
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monthex a» having been worked - In most cases it is not
recognised.

It is not recogniesd you say 7= Noj.

But are you aware Shat farm lsbourers who live on
farms all go %0 oleep at their own homesteads 7-. It will hap-
pen sometimes that a farmer will employ, say two children of
one father. ie will have one of them sleeping st hie house
und the other not sleeping at his house. Say doth work six
wonths. The ome sleeping at his house is regarded es having
worked elx months, but the other who sleeps at home 1s regarded
a8 & osvusl labourer, and his time is not counted.

How long hae he to work them ?- Twelve months.

He has to work double tiwe ?- Yee.

Just because he sleeps at home ?- Yes, that ieo so;
one man %014 me he hed setuslly lived and worked umder those
conditions for fifteen years, and he had not been able to get
away {rom the farm.

Is that & comrmon practice ?- Very common.

MAJ OF ANDERSON: We have heard this morning that condi-
tions in the watile growing arears ares much better, that natives
get higher wages, and make much more money out of plece-work.
Do you sgree with that 7= I is true that those who work on
wattle plantations are better paid if they happen to come from
another farm, but if they belong to the farm om which the
wattles are growing, then there is no differemce as between
them and other natives working on the same farm as I have
desaribed.

DR. ROBERTS: How many chiefs do you represent 7- 22,

You referred to the visits of certain Commicsions.
ihich Commisslons exactly were im your mind ?- I refer to
Commissione singe the time of the Anglo-Boer War. I was not

i
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here them, but 1 was asked %o put thet down, and I was told
that the number of such Commissions Les sbout seven. Some came
and went away saying that a reply would be sent in due course
to the natives, but no reply has been fortheoming.

Which of all these items do you consider the most impor-
tgnt in this document which you have handed in 7- The guestion
of land, because we feel convinoed that were land to be provi-
ded for us many of these complaints would asutomstically dis-
appear.

Like many other natives you concider that land is at the
vottom of most of your dissatisfaction, such as it is 7= Yes,

Bo you remember a Commission coming round speaking
about land?- I do.

Would you be satisfied with the arrangement which was
explained to you them 7« [ cannot speak with authority om
that, because it has not been disoussed Ly our people, nor have
I authority to speak on it from our ohiefs, but I say this,
that although I know that at the time the nmatives were very

mich opposed to the proposal, thinking that the provision te
be made '“)1.:““... today, were the same propus alg to be
offered to the native, they would grasp at it, the same as a
person who has nothing to help him, seizes at the smallest
‘hing whieh will give him rellef.

MR, LUCA : Senator van Niekerk asked you whether the
complaintem, or the cases of which you complain, the thinge
which he mentioned, were gemeral, and you sald *fes" 7- That
is »o.

Bow what do you mean by "general"? Do you mean that
all farmers without exception treat their natives that way,
or Just a few, or & Jot 7= When I say "general™ I mean
simply common. On some farwe some of the comditions which

4
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I have deseribed do mot apply.  On others they do, but the
whole 1s so inter-mixed as %0 make the natives generally
disgcontented, and the lesven of discontent is gemerally in-
ereaning.

Even where the smployers are good employers 7- Noth-
ing is epoken about conditions where farmers treat thelr

tenants iln = way which, to the tenant, is satisfactory.
but the least thing which now ogours on & farm which the natives

regard as harsh is at onoe taken up and nursed as a grievance.
‘hat is what I mean when I say that the leaven is spreading.
i, LE ROUX VAN NISKERK: Do the natives on the farme
+admit that there are farmers who treat them well ?- Yes,
9ir, there are a few, but Shat is not spoken about. The
other discontent outweighs this. The dlscontented section
prevails,

THE GHAIRMAN: You have told us a lot about several
thinge this afternoon. Are you guite satisfied that every-
thing you have told un is true 7= To the best of my knowledge,
yes,

Are nJ:uc of this as you are that Bambata is
alive 7~ The Commission hee mot come to inguire into that.

I am ssking you whether you are as sure of this
a8 that Bambata is alive ¥- TYes, Sir.

THE COMMISS ION ADJOUMSED AT & pem., UNTIL MONDAY,

AUGENT SErTEMBER 22nd, 1930, WHEN MEMBERS PROCEEDED
T0 FONGOMA, WHERE EVIDZNCE WAS TAKEN AT 3 p.m.,
OF THAT DATE.






