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Mr, John Ward

NATIVE ECONOMIC COMMISSION
ATIELE 20th 1930 2,15 p.m,

THIRTYSIXTH PUSLIC SITTING

) 4 PRESENT:
Dry, J. E. HOLLOWAY (ohlmn)
::jo; :.'l. I::ccrtm Dr, A. W. Roberts
« FAW, as, K, Q. Senator P.W
¥r, A. M. Mosters, 3 Dr. H. C. M, ;::::: Y

Mr, C. Faye (Seoretary)

MR, JOHN WARD oalled and examined:-

CHAIRMAN: You represent the New Amalfi Farmers
and Traders' Assoclation?- Yes, I want %o bring certain
points before you which were decided upon by the New Amalfi ‘
Farmers & Traders' Assoclation and I may say that the t—oonlg-a
of the members of our Association on these points were practice
ally unanimous, With regard to your questionaire, No.l (4),
Native customs, the edonomiec funotion of lobolo, we were of
opinion that we were in favour of the lobolo system but we

consider that stook in the loocations should be drastiocally
limited with a view to saving and preventing overstocking
to-kiu plagce, Our resolution on this point does not read
very well, but I want to say that we are in favour of encouragi
some substitute for atock as lobolo, s0 as to prevent overe !
stooking, All of us have seen the evils of overstocking
and we feel that steps should be taken, Then, with regard
to land, we considered this matter and we came t0o the cone
olusion that we were unanimously opposed to the squatting
system in East OGriqualand,. We dlstinetly put it East
Griqualand, Some of us have very littls experience of
farming conditions outside this area and therefore we only
wish to refer to the conditions of which we knew scmething.
Then, with regard to the guestion of the landless

Native population, it was decided at our meeting to suggest
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that a labour bureau should be instituted to register unem-
ployed and landless Natives, On the guestion of Native
sgrioulture, I may say that the standard is very low, but it
is improving and we consider that more attention should be
pald to the development of sgrioulture, We guggest that it
should be encouraged to a greater extent than is the oase at ‘
present, Then, on the subject of ooloured and Natives
working for Buropesns, we have all of us seen improvements
in the working conditions of men who have been employed by ‘
Buropeans, Then there is the question of the effeot on
European ferming caused by the employment of Natives by
Europeans, This on the whole is satisfactory, and we have
nothing more to say about it, 7
On the subjeot of urben Native areas, we were not |
certain whether this was quite within owur province, but we
deoided that reoreation was essential and should be strongly
recommended. ¥ith regard to Native labour end general
labour conditions, our present labour supply is very erratie.
The housing and feeding of Natives in East Griqualand are
generally satisfactory. On the question of wages, a comparison
of Native income in farming and in other oooupations brought
us to the following resolution:- that it is the experience
of all of us that Natives wa king om farms save more money

than those working in Sowns. We feel that you must take
into consideration not only what they receive in cash, but
also what they receive in kind and we say that Natives on
farms do fairly well, the wages on farms oompare favourably
with those paid in urban areas, Wages on farms are usually
paid in cash, but there are other oonsiderations as well,

Then there is this other point, that generally more 1a bour

{s employed today than was the oase formerly, and more machinery,
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more agricultural implements are being used in the tilling
of the soil, That of course is & very important matter.
Then in your questionaire, you deal with the question
of advances of wages to Natives, We oconsider that advances
of wages to Natives have a very bad effect upon the Natives,
and should be dealt with, Under the heading of "General
Economic Conditions", we consider that banking and co-operative
systems should be encouraged. The cost of living, the
00st and the standard of living of Native in rural aress
is improving. With regard to costs, we simply mean that
the cost is rising. Then, on the subjeoct off the oredit
aystem, we all agree that the oredit system is bad, but we
do not quite see how that system oan altogether be put a
stop to, We do not say that it 1s good. Then on the
subject of competition of Natives with Buropesns and Cape
coloured people, we say that there 1s a certain amount of
such compe tition going on at present.

On the subjeot of Native taxation, I am not
certain whether this should not have come under another
beading, but we consider that the present Native taxation
is inequitable, Certain Natives in locations are deriving
greater benefits than others, and we feel that this is a
matter which should be enguired into by the Native Affairs
Department, May I give an example, There is a man
in the location, say, who has nothing but a blanket and a
cooking pot; he pays 30/ but tax. The next man to him
may have 25 head of cattle, 100 sheep and quite a little
bit of furniture, and other things in the way of pots and
pans and so on, Yet he pays the same hut tax and the
same general rate. That is what we consider inequitable,
Then there is the guestion of the effeot of taxation on
the labour supply. We considered this gquestion and we say
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that the taxation 1s respimsible for a certain amount of
ru'.- labour coming in,

We also dealt with the question of legislation
speclally affecting Natives, especially the Master and
Servants Act, and after deliberation we agreed that that Aot
worked satisfactorily, With regard to the Wage Act, I
am not sure that it should not be the Wage Determination Act,
and we considered that if enforeced it would have a serious
eoonomic effeot and it would be detrimental to this ares.
That concludes what I have to bring before you, gentlemen,
on behalf of our Association,

I understend that you wish to maks ﬁrn:ll
statements on your own behalf?e Yes, I would like to touch
on just a few points which are not covered by these other
points, and I hope it will be understood and recorded that
the views which I am going to oxﬁul are purely on my own
behalf, First of all, on the guastion of tribal and
detribalised Natives, Here I wish to say that a man
who has offended his Headman or has incurred the enmity of
some members of his kraal, very often wishes to get away
from the kraal and to begome detribalised, On the subject
of land, I say that the communistic tamure of land has a
tendency to discourage any advance towards increased pro-
duction or permanent improvements. I have used the word
communistio for want of a better word, but that word perisps,
expresses the position as weil as anything, The thing
is that there is often a little trouble about permanent
improvements. Such permanent improvements interfere
with someone elses grazing or something else, and the
sense of tho' location is that the improvements have to be
removed, In that way they interfere with advance,

Oon the subject of rural Native areas, 1t seems
important that birth and death should be more regularly



Mr, J, Ward,

reglistered,

Under the heading of "Communistio custom",
espeoially the one of throwing all lands open for grasing
on a date determined by the Headman, I consider that this
works against attempts to vary the orops. There are various
other oustoms which tend to sot in the same direction,

Then I want to say that infantile mortality is
appalling., And the mortality among adults is also bad,
Adults die off rather quickly when they get a real sickness
among them, Indigenoy probably is ineressing among m'
Native owing to the sheer inability of the people to feed
their indigent relatives, They always feed them as long
a® they oan, but they are not so rich today as they were and
they oannot always do it, Besides, there seem to be mere
people nowadays going round and getting food out of their
relatives than there used to be,

On the subjeot of interradial relations, I teke
it that by this you mean relations between Buropeans and
Natives, If so, I should say this « the great obstacle

is the feeling of the Native that he has no rights, He

is made to feel that he has no rights. I say, make him
feel that he is a eitizen with rights and the present feeling
will vanish, He will be quite content to be an inferior
gitizen so long as he realises that he is a oitizen, If

he feels that he has rights, no matter how small, then I am
convinoed that things will improve,

MR, LUCAS: WHat sort of rights have you in
nind?- Any rights at all, I have no definite rights in
mind, any rights, the security of property and Justice in
the oourts and things of that sort. Bu

Do you think he feels that he has not got those
rights now'?- I think at times he 1s & 1ittle doubtful and
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it may be that that feeling has been encouraged of late

Jears,

In what way has it been encouraged?- I do not
know, I merely get that impression, Then in regard to
legislation, enpeoially effecting Native, there would seem
to be a very considerable economic loss in the time expended
"in renewing or obtaining passes and this applies to stook
passes as well, Regarding the hut tax receipt as a pass,
has certain disadvantages, I want to say too that Natives
as & whole are generally growing poorer and some of owr
indirect taxation affeots them adversely, I believe it
has been the custom to regard the hut tax receipt as a pass,

A regelipt is rather a sacred thing. If we get a receipt
we file it away carefully, but if a men has to carry it ;
about with him as an identification, I feel that it is
11-510 to get lost, or it may get soaked through with the
wet, and in the end it would be of no wuse, That 19 what
I do not like about 1%,
DR, ROBERTS: Bit he has to carry a receipt

with him in any ocase, He can be challenged at any time
to produce his receipti- I am not clear that he has to
garry it with him in any ocase, But I am aware that in
some oases it ls insel sted upon, At anyrate, it has been
propose that the receipt should be his identification pass,
and I b l;t think that that is very desirable, I have
already indicated in regard to other egonomic legislation,
that the Nativies as a whole are growing poorer and not
richer, and I feel that some of our indirect taxation
appears to have a very bad effect on them, This is a
direction in which I feel some relief eould be given,
CHAIRMAN: Has your association any suggestion
to make as to the method in which stoock in the locations
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should be limited?- They did not make any suggestions but

it was put forward at the meeting that stock in locations

should be limited either by making a tax in proportion to

the amount of stook, or putting a direot limit on the amount

of stoock that one man might have on the commonage. |
That would be by Governmental action?- Yes, |
Dotyou think that the Natives in this area really

realise the evil of overstocking?- Yes, I should say that

same of them do, but I'm afreid not very many, |
Do those who realise it make any attemptas to

reduce tnis overastookingf?- I am afraid I have not semm 1%,
Would the communal tenure militate against that?-

Yes, certainly, I am afraid it would,
SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: In what way would it

militate against 1t7- Because if one man were to reduce

his stock, the next man would not, he might even run more

if the grazing were to get better, '

I understood the OGhairman to ask you whether the
communal system, if it were done away with, would tend to '
reduge overstockingf?- Well, my answer 1s that the individual
would have more power to reduce overstocking.

Do you think it possible to out up a Native
reserve into arrsble land and into grazing land for one man?-
No, that is impossible. I am jJust pointing out the mffasct
that it 19 90, but I am afraid that I oannot suggest any
I have no idea as %o how that could be done,

MR, MOBTERT: You say that your Assocglation is
rather adverse to squattersf?- Yes, I want to make it clear
that that only applies to squatters in East Grigualand,

Wnen I say squatters, I mean Natives squatting

on the farms, On yow farms, for which you pay in kind ==
they squat and you get their labour and give them certain
privileges and so on?- Yes, that is the system whioh my
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Associstion are opposed %o,

Do you find that it does not pay you economically
to have squatters, in other words you prefer paging wages to
Natives?- Yes, that is what we feel,

What wages do you pay to an adult?e Most of us
are paying a ocash wage of round about £1 per month.

And does the Native who gets that squat on your
farm?« No, he does not,

SENATOR VAN NIEKER: What do you mean by a
squatter? What Mr, Mostert has just explained « a Native
who resides on the farm who, in return for working for the
farmer 1s allowed to live on the farm and is allowed to have
some stook running there, That man has to work for the
farmer for a certain length of time in return for those
privileges,

MR, LUCAS: Have you got that aystem in Bast
Griqualand today?= Probably there are some, but not many,

MR, MOSTERT: Now do you prefer that labour to
the ordinary daily paid boy, or monthly paid boys- No, we
prefer to have the boy who gets a monthly wage.

You find that the other does not pay you egonome
io0ally?- That is exaotly what we do find, It would be a
disaster to many of us to have squatters, especially if those
squatters had stock to graze on our 1@!.

Do you get sufficient labour in this srea, or would
you get suffieient labour in thisx area on the day pay system
alone or on the monthly pay system?e Well all of us are
doing it,

Gan you get suffieient labour?- Yes, that is why
we 8o distinetly say Grigualand Bast, becsuse we do not know
what the conditions are in other parts of the oountry,

CHAIRMAN: Where does this labour come from?e

It comes from the locations,
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You do not have the Natives living on your farms
with their families very largely?= There are only very
few of them; only very few af us have them like that,

Does that apply to the whole of East Grigualand?-
Yes, I think so.

MAJOR ANDERSON: Do you have to provide gquarters
or barracks for them?e Yes, we have to provide gquarters,

They do not go home at night, do they?= No, they
do not,

CHAIRNAN: Those farmers who do have Natives souat-
ting on their farms, on what terms do they keep their Natives?-
Well, I do not know of any who have Natives squatting. The

system does not exist here today, although it did exist a few
years baak,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK:  Why has it disappeared?e
Because it was found to be uneoonomieal,

80 those people were turned offf« That is so,

CHAIRMAN: Where did they got=- I suppose they went
into the logcation., It was some years ago when they went out
into the distriet and I really could not tell you exactly what
happened,

DR, ROBERTS: You are perfectly sure that the system
d1d prevail herete Yes, I am,

CHAIRMAN: Did it prevail here largely?= I would
not say very largely, at anyrate not about here, but probably

{n the lower veld there was more of it than there 1s here,
MAJOR ANDERSON: Are Nstives now asking to be taken
on on the farms sas labour temante?- I could mot tell you, I
have not heard of any such ocases,
¥R, LUCAS: How long do these Native labourers stay
with you at a wajef?- They generally stay a very lomg time,
in fact I have a few who have been with me twenmty years,
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Do they stay with you continuously, without going
homefs, or do they bring their wives with them?- Some of M;
bring their wives with them, but not all,

!hou who stay for a long stretoh like 20 years,
do they bring tuu families with them on your farm?= Yes, I
have one man like that, his family is there,

MAJOR ANDERSON: They are steady workers, are they |
not, they do not want to break off end go home?= Occesional
short leave seems to be sufficient for them, but of course |
their homes are also quite close,

MR, MOSTERT: You said that the Native is better
off on the farme than he is in the urban areas?- Yes, we all
consl der so,

Why do you hold that view?= For this reasonj the
money paid in the urban areas may seem to be a great deal more
but in sotual faot we do find that the Native who has worked
for a year on a farm has probably saved more money than the
Native who has worked a year in town, even if he has worked
on the mines, The result is the same - the Native on the
farms has saved more.

DR, ROBERTS: Is that perhaps dus to the faot
that on the farms he has less opportunity for spending his
money?= Yes, that may be,

MR, MOSTERT: He has practically no opportunity
on the farm for spending his money?- That 1s so.

On the farm he has all he requires, all his food

and quarters?- Yes,

MR, LUCAS: What food do you give your Natives?-
We generally give tiem mealies; 1t works out at about 3 1lbs,
of meslies per man per day. In the oase of s family, an
allowance would be made over and above that for the family.
Then on certain famms they would receive a gertain quantity
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of milk, skimmed or otherwise, usually skimmed. They would
receive in certain cases and on certain farms sugar, and then
on other farms again they would receive a meat ration too, and
other things would be given to them,

How often would they get meat?= They would get
meat about omce or twice a month,

How large would the ration bete That is hard to
say. Some animal would probably be killed and handed over
t0 them, It would work out at about two or three pounds of
meat per head and that would include the bone,

Now you say that certain farmers do this, are
there certain fammers who do not do it, are there any farmers
who do not give their Natives any sugar or any mest at allf?-
Yes, I suppose there are. You see, one farmer does one thing
and the next does something different., One farmer gives
his Native skimmed milk and no sugar; another farmer will
give his Natives a meat ration and no sugar, and s0 on,

Are there any farmers who give them all these
thdnge?= I think a few of them do.

Then are there any who do not give them anything,
but just mealies slone?= I do not kamow, but there may be,

SENATOR VAN NIEREERK: You do not know if there
are any?- No, I do not.

CHAIRMAN: Those people who have been working
for you for tweaty years, are they Natives or Griquas?e
They are Natives, I am talking absolutely of Natives,

You said that there were ocertain improvements in
their agriculture as the result of their working on farms
for Europeans, Are you referring to their work in reserves
after they have left the farmat- Yean,

Now what improvements ocan you tell us that they
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have brought about in their sgriculture?e Well, they go in
for better plomwghing and better squaring of their lands, They .
Plough nowadays without leaving so many banks and so on, |
Gan you tell us generally how deep they plough in
the reserve?- Well, in the reserves their ploughing is very
shallow,
Can you give us any indication as to the depth to
whioh they plought= No, I am afrsid I cannot go to that extent
Can you tell us of any other improvement im the ir
agrioulture, as a remult of their contact with the white man's
farming?= Yes, I have seen that their mealies were more

regularly planted, I have seen them get hold of a few seoond-
hand implements and go im for better planting.
What sort of implementa?- Hoes and I have even
seen them go in for old mealie drills - planters,and harrows,
What sort of ploughs do they generally use in the
reserves?- They usually have the single furrow plough, but
the use of the double furrow plough is inereasing,
When you say incresasing, what does that amount to,

18 there a great deal of it?- I should put it this way, for
one man who used the double furrow plough ten years ago, there
would be at least two men today.
Are there very many double furrow ploughs used
today?= I notice that there are quite a number of them, If
you go among their lands you expect to see the single furrow
plough working, but you are not surprised if you come across

the double furrow plough there, it often happens,
Do they use the krasl manure on their landsf?e

1 cannot say that I have seen that but I do know that some of
them are using artifieial fertiliser which they buy from the

stores.
Is there any reason why they should buy the
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approximately between 40 and BO,

The reason why I refer to the traders is this;
are you prepared to express an opinion on the guestion of the
issue of trading licenses to Natives in the reserve, general

dealers licenses, I mean?- I do not think that I know
enough about it for my opinion to be worth very much, but
what I have seen is this, that Natives who have held trading
licenser in the past have usually not done too well, As a
matter of faot, they have usually gone bankrupt, That
applies to the Native that I know of,

Do you know of any Natives who have managed to
keep their heads above water?= No,

Are there many who have tried trading in the
reserve?- Not very many, in feot I do not think that those
that I knew of were in the reserve, 1 think they were on
private owned lands,

You suggest that people who derive greater
benefit from the reserves should pay & larger tax, Do you
not think that at present that if you were to do that 1%
would have a2 bad effeet on the progress which there is among
them?- Yes, that would certainly be so, but you do the same
thing Af you raise the inocome tax,

I suggest that the position is rather 4! fferent
as between the Buropesns and the Natives., Would not a
graduated tax against a man who improves what he has got
be & bad thing?- It would depend altogether on how it was
done .

ltlfl., whichever way it is done, the man who
{mproves would have to pay more?= That is so,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Are you referring now
to the ownership of stoock?- Yes, that is what I was thinking

ofe
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The one manm has 200 head of stock and he doesnot
pay more than the man who pays 20 head of stookf- is that in
your mind ¥~ I must say that I was thinking of that mare
than mxmx of the ownership of land,

WHAIRMAN: You are thinking of & stoek tax which
will ineidentally help to oure the evil of overgrazing?- That
is s0, That wes in my mind,

Why do you say that more regular reglstration of
births and deaths was desirable?- Well, I have known of one
or two oases, I am not sure whether they have come before the
oourts, where it was quite importent to prove a persons age,
and you ¢amnot do it unless there iz registration,

Is 18 ever very important to prove a persons
age = individualst- Yes, before the courts it is, ‘|
For whe t purpose?- For the purpose of eriminal

and that sort of thing it is quite important,
DR, ROBERTS: And the Native alwaye knows his own

assault
xunit

age?= Well, that is not my experience. |
He was born, let us say, in the year of such and
such fire or such and such flood - they ¢an give a certain
definite yearte Well, many of them can tell you their age
fairly exactly by reference to such an event, but sometimes
there may be four or five years without any big event at all
taking place, and then you are utterly at a loss, |

CHAIRMAN: With regard to sdult mortality, is
it your experience that Natives generally live to the same
age as Buropeanste It 1» diffioult to say.

Do you find as many old Natives asyou find old
guropeans?- That would be very hard to syy, but some of them
undoubtedly live to a very great age.

Yes, but im the bulk of cases?= It is hard to
say, although in the bulk I do pot think that they live as
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long as I would say that the average Buropeans live.

To what do you think that that may be aseribed -
to their oconditions of living?- I should say partly to
their ignorance of hygieme and senitation and of late years
partly to the occasional failures of orops which make them
undernourished and less able to resist any diseases which ‘
may attack them, I think that that has had a lot to do with
the natives general physique,

SENATOR VAN WIEKERE: You say that you have a
men who has worked for you for twenty yearsi= Yes, that is |
80, I have a man who has been with me for over twenty years.

Is he permanently on your fsrmt- How do you
mean permanently, he is hired by the meanth,

I mean, does he live on your famm?- Yes,

He lives on your farm, and does his family live
there with him?- Yes, he has his family with him,

Is that the general rule with the farmers that
their lsbourers reside on the farms and that they ;n paid ‘
by the month?- It is their general rule, it is not universal
but you gould say that it is generally the case,

Now what do you pay these men?- Generally, a
Native of that desoription you would pay £1 per month, or a
1ittle more, I give this particular boy a little more than
that,

MR, LUGCAS: When you speak of a month, duwe you
mean & callendar month or thirty shifts?- I mean a month.

Yes, a month of thirty warking days?- Yes, a
month of thirty days, Sundays included,

SENATOR VAN NIEKER: Beyond their pay, what
other privileges do you give these boys?- With myself and
with some others, a small plece of land for a garden,

How much is that land for that garden?- It may
be as much as an acre, And then usually that man would have
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the right to run a horse and keep a few fowls.

No stook?=- No, no stoek, Most of us utterly |
refuse to allow them to have any stook except possidbly a horse,

What are the conditions in regard to ohildren and :
women, are they required to work?- No, there are none, |

When 1s a boy supposed to come and work for you, at |
What age, what contract donyou enter into as regards the
youngsbefs?- None whatever,

Are they free?- Yes, they usually lesve as soon as
they are able to work, you do not want them, you only want the
father, '

When does that boy, the son, ever ocome into your
service?= FProbably never, He goes away, '

I understand the position better now, Formerly
you say, in a pumber of cases you had the squatting system,
The Native used to live on your farm and he had to give a
gertain amount of work in the month in those daye?- Yes,

And he was allowed, in those days, to have a little
land for himself and to keep stook?= Yes,

But you have done away with that now and now you
have made the Native a paid labourer living on your farmg-
Yes, that is the position now,

And it was purely economical pressure which brought

|
|
i
|

you to the present position, is that so?- Yes, it was purely

soonomical pressure; 41t did not pay.
Do you think the Native is better off under the

present system, or do you think that the previous system was
more advantageous to the Native?e It is quite diffioult to
say. Of course, the present man oan save money and he has
his relatives in the looation - most of them have - and they
buy stock with the money they save and then they scoumalate

their stook in the loocation,.
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MR. LUCAS: |Does the Native do so as 8 rulefe

Yes, you can say that he usually does mo,
SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: |
You said Just now that you preferred the substitutie

of cash for lobolo instead of cattle?= I said that I preferred
some substitute for the present system of ocattle,

You thought it would prevent overstooking?e That
is the opinion of my Assocclation,

Is 1t the opinion of your Association that lobolo
directly helps overstooking?= That was the opinion, The
opinion was that it had a great deal to do with it

Are you comversant personally with that question
and do you think it does help overstockingte What was said
at the meeting was this way, that a man begins to save up
gattle and he buys one here and one there and he brings them
all into the location, When many of the young men do that
at once, 1t must lead to overstooking, But there was neo
ides that that was the sole ocause of overstooking. We do not J

want to give that impression, There are other causes as well

What olsss of stook do the Netives in reserves |
generally have?e Fairly good but generally underfed,

Are they taking any trouble about improving their
stook?- Yes, many of them are keen on improving their stook,

MR, MOSTERT: Is it your experience that with
this overstocking in the reserves there cau be no inorease
owing to the limited ares whioh they have to run their stock
ont= What happens is simply this; they simply go on stoocking
antil some disease breaks out, or there comes a backward spring
and then, of course, many of their ocattle die off,

Weather conditions will wipe them out?- Yes,
westher conditions will wipe out a lot, I know of one loca-
tion which is said to have lost 1,000 head this spring.

You were speaking about a tax on stook over a

sertain number, What number would you put that down %o that
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that & kresl in a reserve should have?- I should mot dare
to mention any number, I think the Native Affairs Depsrtment
would be in a far better position and far better sble %o
suggest the oumber than I would, I am simply givimg you
my opinion generally,

What is the usual number now that & krasl has,
how many heed of stoek?- That also is very diffieult to fy,
as they vary so muchy And then you have this, that several
people may run their stook in one krasl and it makes it very
diffieult to be able to give an estimate in that respecti-

I think the Native Affairs people would probably be able to
give you a much more acourate estimate than I could,

CHAIRMAN: I am afraid it would be very difficult |
for them to do sol= I do not know, I think they may be able to,

MR, MOSTERT: Would you advocate a system of
regletration of stoek?s I think it might be & help. But
really I can only mention the facts, I cannot suggest the
remedy there,

DR. ROBERTS: You mentioned £1 as the usual wage
here, Can you tell wus whether it goes %o less than that?e
I suppose it does sometimes,

To what depth will the wage go down?- I kmow it
¥111 go down te 2/64 per month, but that is for little boys,

Yes, but I am qotorrin. to growa up men?- For
grows up men I should say 12/6 and 18/=, not I think as low
as 10/-. I do mot kmow of suy cases lower than that.

Are there any farmers in this district who pay
as 1ittle ss 10/«?~ There must be very few.

¥hat would you say would be the average wage?-
¢ should say slightly less than £1; say Detween 15/~ and &1,

po you find that the agricultural schools ere
in any way in this district?~- 1 cannot say that I

nelping
have seen amy results yet, but I have neard of good results.
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You do not know whether many go from this
district to the towns?- I should say that a good many go,
but they are diffiocult to trace,

SENATOR VAN NIEFERK: You said jJust now that
the boy was not under any compulsion to work far an employer
but he usually left the farm as som as he got to a working age
7= What I meant %o say was as soon as he gets old enough to
herd ocattle,

Yesa, where does he go then?- He goes to one of
the loocations, or to some of hls relatives,

How do you amplify your farm labour if the young
boys leave?- Most of us send in to one of the locationa,
¥We would send one of our boys to a location %o tell the
Native there thet we want a few more boys, and we get them
in that way.

Have you got applications from men who want to
reside on your farm?- Yes, personslly I have suoh applicati

Yhere do they come from?= They come from the
locations, generally speaking.

The Natives from the locations prefer to live omn
your farm?- Yes, to come and work,

without stook?- Yes, some of them do, but I would
not say all, I do not know it ias at all a general thing.
But the peculiarity of the position 1= this. In mea t of these
cases locations are not very far off and they can go to the
location with very short leaves,

BR. ROBERTS: You are in favour of banking and
go-operation among the Nativest- Our attitude is this, that
we consider tnst faollities should be given snd the NWative
should be encouraged, but we make no suggestion as to the
way in wnioh it should be dome,

You would not comsider s suggestion that you
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should pay them bigger wagee?- I do not think that we
should be encourasging 1t in that way,
Encoursging saving, do you mean?- No, I think we
should be encouraging spending., It would not help,
CHAIRMAN: On what ground do you say that?e If
they had a lot of money they would probably want to spend 1t (
and they would not bank 1it, ﬁ
DR. ROBERTS: S0 you would suggest paying them
up to the margin where they would not have anything to spend?-

No, I do not say that, I say pay them market rates,
SENATOR VAN NIRKERK: There oan be no soaroity
of labour in thies district?- As I said, the lsbour supply

is erratie, but most of us have enough labour to ocarry on. |

Is there auy keen oompetition in regard to the '
raising of wages?- There 18 & ocertein smount, but not very
wuoh,

Cen you tell us whether wages have gone up here of |
latej- Well, if you look back over sny period of time you
will find thet wages have risen,

M%. LUCAS: Take ten years, In the last ten ‘
years has there been any increase?- Yes, there has been an
inorease of about 5/« per menth,

Were you here ten years agot- Yes, I was here.

DRE. ROBERTS: You would not say that the man who
was paid 5/- is getting en increase of 5/-7- No, but wages
have incressed in sbout that proportion.

MR, MOSTERT: You are referring o the adult Native
7= Yes, to the men., The rise in wages has been about that.

Mi. LOGAS:  @utting it in a conerete way, the
Native you are paying £1 now, did you get him for 15/- ten
years age?- Yes, something like that; that is what I mean,

Take the Wetive like the one you referred to
who has been twenty years with you, what are his prospects
when he gets too old to work for you amy longert- What he
probably will do, and what I have seen others do, is this,
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Be will probably have aceumulated a nice guantity of stook
in the locetion and 1f that stock has not dled in the mean~
time, he will simply go in the lcoation and reside thare
and live on his stock, That is what I have seen quite

& number  them do, That i# what the Natives acoumulate
their stock for very largely.

Supposing his stock have died, or supposing that
for various other reasons he has not been adle to save any

thing, what thon would be his prospects in his 0ld age?- Well,
in that case be will be very unlucky., Hie sons may have
established homes where he can live,

That 1s all rather problematiocal, is 1t not?- ‘
Yes, I suppose 1%t is, like everything else in 1ife,

You spoke just now ahout wages being paid in |
kind, Are weges in this distrioet ever paid in kind?e They
are to some extent, but on a cash basis,

What do you mean by that?= I mean it in this
WAy, A Native wants to work for & beast or for a sheep
or something, The usual way ie to value the andimals at
go muoh and the Native works for so many months for these
beasts or for these sheep. K value is put on the sheep
or the beasts,

Is that the oaly way in which wages are pald
in kind?« No., Some farmera, I gould not say how many,

will for instance give a boy a sheep per month, or something

1ike that, !
What is the value of a sheep?= That varies

very much, Two years ago it was sbout 25/- or 30/-, but
this year it is mot more then 5/-,
Are some of the Natives still woarking far a

sheep & month?- I do not know, but possibly they are,
Are any women ewployed on the fams?- TYes,

s good many, but meinly as plece workers,
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be will probably have asoumulated a nioce quantity of stoeck
in the locetion and if that stock has mot disd im the mean~
time, he will eimply go in the looation and reside thare
and live on his stock, That 1s what I have seen quite

& number o them do, Thet is what the Natives acoumulate
their stock for very largely.

Supposing his stock have died, or supposing thas
for various other reasons he has not been able to save any

thing, what thon would be his prospects in his old age?- Well,
in that gcase he will be very unluecky. His sons may have
established homes where he can live,

That 18 all rather problematioal, i1s 1t not?-
Yes, I suppose 1%t 1s, like everything else in 1ife.

You spoke just now about wagees being paid in
kind, Are wages in this distrioet ever paid in kind?e They
are to some extent, but on a cash basis,

What do you mean by that?-= I mean 1t in this
WAy, A Native wants to work for a beast or for a sheep
or something. The usual way is to value the andmals at
go much and the Native works for so many months for these
beasts or for these sheep, E value is put on the sheep
or the beasts,

Is that the oaly way in which wages are pald
in kind?- No. Some farmers, I oould not say how many,
w111 for instance give a boy a sheep per month, or something

1ike that,
What is the value of a sheep?- That variess

very mugh, Two years ago it was about 25/~ or 30/-, but

this year it is mot more than 5/~
Are some of the Natives still warking far a

sheep & month?=- I do not know, but possibly they are,
Are any women employed on the fama?- Yea,
s good many, but mainly as plece workers,



What sort of domestic servants do the farmers
have in their houses, men @ women?- In these parts usually
women, but thers are a few cases where they have men as
domestioc servants, Geuerally females here, but I believe
that 1f you get fartner down the number inoreases of farmers
and people generally who employ boys in their houses,

DR, ROBERTS: But the boys belonging to this
distriot, surely they do no%t serve in the kitchen?- Yoes,

I think there are a few who do so,

CHAIRMAN: ¥hen you speak of farther down, what
do you mean, in which direcotion?-~ I mean towards Natal,

ME. LUCAS: What sre the women domestic servants
pald?=- I am not sure, I cannot tcll you really what the
genersl practice 1s, but I should say that they would be
Pald anything from elght to fifteen #hillings per months in
this disvries,

And do they get their food?= Yes, they do,

And would they be brought im from outside, or
would they be part of familes who were reslding on the farm;
where would you get them from?- They would usually belong
to families residing on the farm,

Is any compulsion brought to bear on the women
to come and work in the house?- What do you mean byeompulsion,

Do you insist when you engage s man that his wi fe
shall come and work in the kitchen?- Yes, that is occas lonally

done,

SENATOR VAN NIEKEEER: Is it part o the contractl-
It would be, but 1t is not always so,.

WP, LUCASt Does the same apply to the deughters?-
I gaunot say that I have heard of it being applied to the
desughters,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Are your ocontrsots written,
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written, or is 1t verbal?- The contracts are verbal, a
written contract is almes t unknown,

Way is that, 1Is 1t the custom?> Yes, it 1s the
oustom for it to be verbal,

Is the Native averse to a written contract?- I
esnnot say, I do mot think it has ever been tried,

MR, LUCAS: Has there been any complaint by
Natives in thie ares that their contraots are wrongly interpret-
ed againet them by their employers?- One ocoasionally hears |
of thet kind of complaint, but I am mot in a position to pro-
nounge any opinion om it, I think the megistrate would be
able to tell you more about that than I ean,

You spoke about the bad effect of advances of
wages, what are these bad effects? Well, the hai man 1is .
working for a dead horse, as it were; he is not drawing anyshin

Are advances of wages gommon in this distriect?e
They are fairly common, but there are some men who refuse to
make any advances at all to their Natives, 3till it is a
very difficult thing, Sometimes you know that one of yowr
men is pressed for money and it may be very hard then not teo
make him an advanoe,.

You spoke about competition of Europeans and
Natives, Now in what way does that ocour?= I should like
to explain that a 1ittle in this way, There is a certain
competition, but not very much and at our meeting we all
felt that there was not very much of 1%, But there is in
this way. There are Natives who are masons, Native carpenter:
Natives who take up 0dd jobs such as fenoing and other things
on the ferms, snd in that way we felt that there was a little
competition, I do mot think it is bhurting anyone, but
still there is that,

Were there Buropeans available far that kind of
work?e Genperslly there were not. I may say that I speak
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that I speak very feelingly on that point,

Are you pleased that the Natives are available
for doing that olass of worki- Yes, certainly, because if |
the Natives were not there the work would remain und ne, |

Is there a sufficient supply of these skilled
Natives to do that olass of work to which you are referring?e |
I suppose so, more or leass, '

And how are they usually pald, for imstance for 1
fenoing, are they paid so much per day?- They are usually
pald on contract, It 1s usually worked at so much per

mile for fenoing and so much a squara yerd for building and
20 on,

Can you tell us whether there 1s more or less a
standard price which they Natives have fixed for that pu'tiouM
¢lase of work?= Yee, I think there is a standard prioce bnt.
I do not know offhand what it is,

Bave you any idea what 1t will yield per day or
per week to the workerf- Well, that 1s very difficult,

because again it depends so much on the worker, You see, I.
one man will meke it a good thing and the next man will make
next to nothing out of it, But then, of course, im addition
the man is always fed and housed,

MAJOR ANDERSON: You asdvoceted the establishment
of » buresu to regulate the mxixk landless end unemployed
Natives, What do you contemplate, a sort of labou® bureau,

s labour exchange?e I think that members of my Association
were thinking of the Rhodesian Labour Bureau, I believe
thet thet was what they had in mind,

Would you extend it to general recrulting, te
supplying Natives to other distriocts?- I do not know whether
they went as far as that, but they felt that something of the
sort might be done for the present to settle the question of
landless Natives, Feople would then know where to go to
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t0 get Jobs and the farmers on the otaer hend would know
where to go and get labour,

Have you got recruiters working here in the )
locations?~ Yes, I thiok we have, but I am not competent
to say much about them.

CHAIRMAN: You sald in regard to very old
Natives that these o0ld Netives gersrally hsve some stook?-
Thet 1s so., Tkey save up,

But oow in your d_striot, you do mot allow the
Natives to have auy grazing for their stock?- No,

S0 they go to the reservea?®= Yes.

Does not that system tend to h~lp overstooking?-
Yos, 4t does to a gertain extent, but on the other hand I
do not think tuat if they go in for % im that manner it
has any areat bDearing on overstocking., You see, thay would
have to earn the money somswhere to buy those enimals,

They buy them in order to make provision for
old age, and that being so they must keep these snimala?- Yes,
and they wil] do thet when they are working on the mines as
well. This old sge business applies to the mines as well,
Men working oo the mines also get too old to work,

Quite so, but is not that oune of the thlags
which is sending cattle into the locatioms, into the reservesf?e
Yes, it may be one of the reasona.

let us look further into the future, When your
reserves canuot poesibly hold any more animale, your lasbouring

Natives on the farms will become purely 2 cash wage esrner?s

Yees, that i #o.
S0 is there not a risk of landing the Union with

a Native old age pension problem?- I think the Union has

one alresgy.
It does not apply to the Native. Do you not

think there is a risk in that system?- It may be 80, but
that is golng very far afield from the present, There is



.’. Jo '"‘

There ls one other thing I waus %o say. My Asaooiation
representing the famers cesire me to #ay this about the Pasa
Laws, It was felt by a good many of the members whonwere
rrasect st the meeting that some systam similer to thes 4n
foree im Rhodesia should be adonted. It was felt that 1t
would be & good thing if employers should be obliged to give
Natives in their employ a card or a beok setting out the
terms of the contrect and that they should sign 1t when the
men Native left or was dismissed, It was thought that in
that way a Native would shew where he came from and people
employing him would know exactly who he was,

MR, TOGAS: Hsve you got any pass system here
at all?- Yes, there iz 2 pess esystem, but T am efraid I
am not the mam to explain 1it,

Is 82 pass necessary for him except when he 1is
moving stook?- I believe that when a men goes out of the
district he must carry a pass,

Mr.
1L LYK ¥, Mayor of Matatiele
MI Y I nmu, Chairman cf the
- “Tage of Cedarville.

¥r, JOH" JAMEE TURNSULL, Town clu-k of Matatiele,

aalled and examined:i=
CHAIRMAN: Have you got an urban Native looatiom

here?- Yes, we have one here., MNr, Van Heerden: We have

one in Oedarville =a well.

Can you explain to the Commission on what terms
the Natives inhabit the location?-  Nr. Turnbull: The
Matatiele location is divided into two types of houses, The
one tyme iz a two-roomed house occupled by one Native and his
family at a rental of one guines per month, incluaive of
water and sanitation which are supplied. The other type
18 a single room buitl to hold a family of four, for which
they pay 11/3d. Mr. Van Heerden: The houses in Cedarville
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are also of two types, The one is the 0ld type whioh was
put up before we started the locstion scheme., We have
two-roomed cottages about 12 x 14 ft, and the remtal of
these rooms is 10/~ per month each, inclusive of water and
sanitation, That is 10/« per room,

Do the houses belong to the Munieipality?- )
Mr, Gray: They do not really belong to the Munioipality,
they are really more or less in trust for the Natives., We
have no title to them but we are responsible for the interest |
and redemption,

But the houses are youras?= To a ocertain extent
they are, but we have not the right to deal with them,

Mr, Van Heerden: They fall under the Native Affairs Depart-
ment, who olaim the ground as soon as the houses are rented,
We cannot do anything with them unless we get permission

from the Department of Native Affairs,

The position really is that you are in possession
with a servitude on them?- Yes, that is the position,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: You have a 2-roomed cottage
snd they pay 10/~ per room?- Yes, there are two doors
opening on the outside,

MR, LUCAS: TWho put up the houses?- MNr, Gray:
The Munioipality put them up after approval from the Native
Affairs Department and the money was advanced by the Government
by way of loan,

And who has to repay the loan?- It 1s repald
from the revenue which we collect from the Natives. We pay
the imterest and redemption.

Interest and redemption is included in the rent?-
Yes, but if we are short the general revemue o the Munieipalil
has to make 1% up.

Is it an economic rent?- So far it is, but we
nave only been in existence a comparatively short time, only



- 2652 -
Matatiele Town Council,

only just onm two years, that is the urbsn location has beem -
in exlstence only two years,

Heve you any other sources of reverus to meet
interest and redemption?= No.

CHAIRMAN: Are all the houses ococupled by Natives
the prope rty of the Nunicipality?= I sm rether uncertain
a8 to how this would be regerded, They are gertdinly buils
on the comphge vith funds provided by the Government for the
purpose of erecting a Native locationm,

But are all these houses bullt on these terma?- Yeum,
There sre no huts built by the Netives tbtmlvutq
No thsre sre not, 1
Mr, Van Hdeerden |
And in the case of Cedarville?~ We have the .
same position theve, |
Woat size of ground 1s there for these huts?e
Mr, OGray? 60 x 80 ft, MNr, Van Heerdem: Ours is about 50 =
B0 feat. It Ls not yet fenced in bdut the intention is te |
fenoce the whole of the location, ¥Mr, Turnbull: The whole
of the Matatisle location is fenced,
In the urban areas, are the Natives males smployed
g3 houssboys, as domestio servants?= Mr, Gray: Very few,
two or three perhaps,
Yhat Netive occupetions Lave you chniefly im
¥atatiele?= The biggest 1s the ordinery domestic servant,
For males, ordinmary gerden boys, boys who look after stock and

tre milking of the cows, boys who do the wateriug of the

gardens and look after the gardens, and then there 1s the
cocupstion provided by the stores, the handling of goodaand
deliveries and 8o On.

What is the rete of wajges paid to garden boys?e
It varies very gonsiderably with the individual, You will
find that one man will probably pay his ooy 15/~ per month
or 10/~ per mouth and snother msn will pay 30/- to 38/-.

10/~ per month, is that for an adult Native?-

%o. that 1s for youths, |
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o that is for youths,

Now take the sdult merried man, what would be
tie minimum?~ Some would be employed at 15/- per month,
I do not know what is the minimum, }

What would be a fair average?- I should say
probably £1 per month,

And at Cedarvillet- Mr. Van Heerden: I should
say about the same,

MR, LUCAS: How gan they live on that?= Mr,
Gray: The point is that the ordinary Native gets his food
and probably a certain amount of ¢clothing as well, and his
wife is generally also working and then they look to what

they may get from their home sources in the way of orops
from the lend whioh they have in their location, and then
they also have thelr stock and they have their children at
home looking after their stook,

Can you tell us whether the store boys are fed?- 1
No, I think they feed themselves, or they probably get a |

ration, |

CHAIRMAN: What wages do storehoys get?- I am

not sure, but I think about 30/-, Mr, Van Heerden: Our |

storeboys in Cedarville get 25/- and their food, plus quarters
It would appear that the Native, having tribal

holdings outside, would make 1t possible for him to work at

a2 lower wage?- Mr, Gray: If he has to support a famlly ===

He would not be able to support a femily on

that wage if he d1d not have outside sources?- No, tiat is 50,
Do you have any trouble about Natives brewling

veer and selling it?= Well, outside the town and the

|

locations they osn do as they please., {
Bat 1 am referring to the position in the town?=

y
1

Yes, we have 'quto a,lot to contend with in that respect,

One oannot get away from the fact that beer 1s largely a ‘
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steple portion of the Native's diet snd when he comes to the
town he wants his beer, We know that he cannot éo without
1t, or does not want to do without it, and his wents are
eatered for by people who meke » profit out of it,

Is 1t 1llegal for the Native to brew im the town
for his own consumption?- Yes, it is 1llegal, no concesslion
has been granted,

DR, ROBERTS: Are there many concessions granted
in the Transkei?- Coneession in what direction.

Concessions for the brewing of besrt?- I do not
know what the position is in other Wuniclaplities, bdut I
think that generslly smpesking very little has been granted
for the brewing of beer in the way of concessions,

SHATRMAY: Are there many Fetives from the
reserves whose families reside with them in towm?~ Yes, I
should say there are guite s fair number,

Do these people stay here for any length of time
or is it just a temporary residence?- There is o tendeney
for the Native who comes to town to remain in towmn, I do
not kbhow what is tb. attraction but onoce they are in town
for any length of tlll; the general tendency seems to be
for them to remain within the towmship ares, I think that
you will find that that is the general experience here,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Bven at £1 per month?-
Yes, even at £1 per month.

CHAIRMAN: How does he continue to derive benefit
fpom his tribal land?« They have a hut usually and they
have a member of the family in cherge of the hut and that
member of the family is allowed to cultivate the lands for
them,.

The whole of the family does not oome into towm?-
No, I think that very often when a Native 1s residing and
working in town, no question is asked about the cultivation
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of his lands,

MF. MOSTERT: O Ver how many years is your interest
snd redemption repaysble?~ Over s period of 25 years,

And you consider thet after thet period you will
be able to do that, in that period you will be able %0 do that
= TWe hope so, and we ssmume 5o,

8o it 1s only thon after that period that you will
be able to reduce the rent?- Yas, aud effeot improvements,
Itake it that the objeect of the regulations is to provide
reoreation for the Natives , halle for their entertalnment
and things like that, Ve shall have no surplusz to use, we
shall have nothing to ensble us to & anything in that
direotion until the debt ia paid off, and provision gan
then be made for the Heativesz living ia the locatioa,

In other words, after 25 jyears lapse, oonditions
will have oonsiderably improved i{ the money iz availablef-
That is so, Mr, Vau hLcerden! The ssme position applies to us

DR, ROSBERTS: Have you auy bLosrd in your loca=
tion woriding aloag with you?~ Nr, Gray: Yee we have &

board,
Is 1t a board of nine?- We have nine members,

MR, TUCAS: Is it a board of Natives?= |Mr,
Tarnball: Tt is a board of Natives of which I am Chairman
in my capacity as superintendent of the Native locatiom,

Have you found thet board useful in making
suggeetions?= The board really becomnes a board of complaint
from the loocation on very mild matters usually, but with
regerd to regulations and things like that 1t would appear
that the present system satisfied the Hatlves because they
have somebody pefore whioh they can bring their complaints,

Have you any Natives here that you ean regard
as permanent residents now of your town?- Yes, I think
we have a number of them Who are permanent,
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And is that number increasingt- Mr, Gray: Yes,
Iihiﬂthtthlﬂwhlhoﬂun%nﬂ'nnmhmllh;

Do you find that the number of Natives coming ‘
into the town is inoressing in mroportion to the requirements |
of the town - is it inoreasing mare t'h-n the requirements of |
the town?e Yes, I think so,

Do you know what that is due to?- I think it is
very largely the drift to the towns whioh seems to affeot the

people who find themselves in rather an unsatisfactory position
as regards their means of livelihoods They come to the i
town to look for employment and they find temporary employment.
If they lose thet enployment they will hang sbout and look

for something else,

Do you know whether the Native in the districts

round about your town find it difficult to make a livelihodad 7~
Well, they would find it diffioult except by golng out to work, \

They have to go out to work to make a livellhoal, that is ‘

|
|

undoubtedly 20, That is the experilence, |

Do any of the Natives in the location make use |
of thelr plot of land for growing vegetables or crops?e
¥r. Taurnbull: I should say that very few go in for veget-
ables, very few indeed, But the Munieipality here have a
system under which they lease lends to the Natives every year,
The Natives lease the lands from us end psy us £1 per morgen
and they are allowed to plough snd reep there, We lease
that lsnd to Natives in the loestlon as well as %o Natlves
from outside. The ares of laud that we have avallable in
that way 1s up to 500 morgens

Are the lands ressonably well cultivated?- WNo,
the land has gradually become poorer and poorer, S0 much so
that the Council this year offered the Nstives fertilizer at
half price =o as %0 improve the land. Thie was made known
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t0 the Natives and they were told that they could get the
land and instead of paying £1 they would have to my 25/«
ond then they would get fertilizer free. I understand that
they considered the metter and that nome of them have availed
themselves of the of fer,

Have you done anything im the way of shows to
encourage production?- No.

Have you taken any other steps excepting the one
to offer fertilizerst- No, we have not,

May not the effeot of the very low wages aoccount
for their considering that the additional 5/- is too mugh?-

No, I tried to get to the bottom of the resson why the Native
did not want the fertilizer, and I found this to be the case,
= the Natives stated that this was 2 new thing and the Natives
were distrustful as to what they were going to get for their
§/=s They did not realise that they were going to get some-
thing that would be beneficlal to themselves,

CHAIRMAN: |Now in regard to these 500 plots, are
the Patives confined to one plot each?- No, they can take up
as muoh as they like,

How many Natives would hold these 500 morgen?-

I would say sbout 150, It varies very much with the season, and
this season only about 200 or 300 plots have been taken up,

Do the Natives live on these plots?=- No they are
pot allowed to live there, Some of them live imn the town and
some of them ocome from the location,

Haveyou got a similar state of affairs at Cedarville’
¥r. Van Heerden: No,we have no plota there for the Natives and
up to the present moment they have not even asked for small
plots in the location, but I think they will,

Are your plots fenced off, these mar gen plots?- Mr.

furnball: No they are not fenced off,
Do they keep any animals on these plots, or on the
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town lande?- The Natives In the location are allowed five
Gows each at the ordimary rates and other Natives are allowed
& horse, and a certain amount of leniency is shewn them so
long a8 they do not keep on a large number of stock. That,
of course, we could not allow,

These houses in your urban location, were they
built by European lasbour?- Mr, Gray: Yes, they were built q
by contract,

Wabh the actual work done by Buropean graftsmen?-
Well, the Buropeans also employed coloured men and Natives on
the bricklaying, They may have used some goloured men and 4

some NWatives on the actual work,

SENATOR VAN NIBKERK: Iz there any posalbility
of putting up a cheaper type of houset- Mr, Van Heerden: I
suppose there is, but if you want to pat up a decent location
I do not think it is advissble, After all, these housea

are supposed to stand, and when you oharge them a rent o
10/« a month it i not too much, They get = lot for their

10/ =
, How oan they pay that out of their wages?- You

muat not forget that if a Native gets a pound a month, he
gets his food as well,

MR. LUCAS: Yes, for himself, but not for his
family?- Yes, that is s0.

SENATOR VAN NIEEERK: These Natives in your
location are mostly married mem?- Yes,

And their womenfolk, do they work?- Mr, Gray:
Yes, the mejority of them do, Some are occupled as monthly
servants, domestic servants, and some as washerwomen,

MR, LUCAS Who looks aft er the children
when the mothers are away?- It is difficult to sygy. PFrob-
sbly a nurse girl, or the elder children look after the

1ittle ones,
It 1s a serious problem in the locatiomn?- 1
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agree with you, but still the occupants of our locatiom
seem to be quite happy and we have no trouble snd no complaints,

: MR, MOSTERT: 1Is there any 1llieit beer making
going on?- Yes, there is quite a lot of 1%, Mr, Turnbull:
It 1s the ohief source of livelihood and they make more money
out of that than they do out of anything else,

CHAIRMAN: Do you think that is the result of

the low wages?~ Mr, Van Heerden: No I do not think so,

Do you thipk it 1s Just the easier way to make
money?- Yes, I think so,

DR, ROBERTS: But they ocannot all be selling
beasr?= MNr, Gray: We have in the town approximately 1,000 ’
Natives, There are families in the location and the women l

go in for brewing beer, and then there are other women in the
town moving from house to house who do nothing but make beer
and supply the domestic servants who have no opportunity of
doing so.

CHAIRMAN: What is your attitude with regard
to permission for domestic brewing in tom?- Mr. Gray: The
attitude of the Council is against that, but I think we are
rather in favour of a ocertain amount of Muniecipal beer being
supplied,

As they have 1t in Natal?- Yes,

DR. ROBERTS: Would you sell it over the omnr]
7= Yos, we would,

To be taken home?- Yes,

MR, ﬁmt - What is your objection to their ‘
brewing for their own consumption?e I have no objection,
but it is felt that it may be abused. Say we give them per-
mission for two gallons; they will make five or ten gallona,
and when it comes to a question of raids and so on, they
will always try to make out that the quantity which they have
i{s less than it really is and 1t creates all sorts of
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diffioulties of control, and you have to see that they do
not infringe the terms of the concession that is granted them,
I® not that a lesser danger thau the present
one, I8 not that lees serious than the present position?-
I teke it that whatever the position is there will always be
those who will try to sell beser which, of course, i1s contrary
%o the law, That is the danger, It 12 the sele of beer
by those who regerd it ss an essier way to make a living.
The ordinary consumption of beer in reasonsble quantities
would not be objeoted to, but it 1s the excess whiech is
objected to. Now, I should like to mention our position
20 far as the guestion of the segregation of Natives in our
township is concerned, We Bave about 1,000 Natives living
within the Mumiocipality, and assuming that there is a certain
number of ordinary domestic servante who are housed by their
employers, there is still guite a large number who occupy
rooms throughout the town and the problem 1s to get those
people, who are often of an undesirsble type, and who are
garrying on thie selling of beer, out of the tom itself,
and to house them in the Native location, Now, we have
provided accommodation for 26 famllies at 2 cost of roughly
£2,000. The Munleipality has to make itself responsible
for the interest and redemption charges and it is felt that
it is rather ﬁuruuu undertaking for a small community
to be burdened with s capital expenditure to meet all the
provisionas for these Natives at present in the towm, 1f
we have the state of affairs, or rather if we are to have
the state of affairs aimed at by the Urban Areas Aect, of
having Netives im locations, sultably comstructed and
sontrolled for their benefit, We had a case here in regard
to sertain Natives who were told to remove to the location
and on appesl it was held that, until the Munieipality could
show that it had made suffioclent provision for all the
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unexempted Natives in the town, the proclamation declaring
$x certain area a prohibited ares for Native oocupation was
ultra vires, It places us in s difficulty and in a
quandary in regard to providing for Natives who had to be
out of that portion of the town oecupied by Europeans.
At present they are mixed up promiscuously in that part of
the town, We felt that we should like to mention that
point and to suggest that possibly there might be some
amendment of the Regulations which would assist us in
regard to making provisionx for Natives in locations,

One point brought up was that, in terms of the
Urban Areas Act, the exempted Native, one olass of exempted
Natives are domestic servanta for whom a proper sanitary
provision is made by the employers én the premises, That
means that each employer has to have his sanitary conveniences
for the Natives who are regarded as exempted Natives, In |
Matatiele we have our public latrines provided, which are !
considered quite suitable for the convenience of the ll

|

provided with sanitary conveniences on the employers' premises |

Netives, but as the law stands, any Native who is not

is not an exempted Native,. When it comes to making
provision, you have to make provision for the domestie
¥ative as well = i.e, the Native who is already sul tably
xovided for by the public latrines - and one of the sug-
gestions whioh we put forward is that the section dealing
with this should be so amended as to inolude such domestio
servants asmye suitable sanitary provision made for them
by the Munioipality, Thet is & point which has actually
ocgurred here snd has oreated diffioculty.

DR, ROBERTS: Those thousand Natives here

are men, women and children?- Yes, Of ocourse, We have
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not so many females here in Matatiele.

How many floating Natives have you, in regard
to whom the law insists that you should provide sccommodation
for?- About 400, I think,

Are they men, women and ohildren?- I think so,
As 1t stands at present, we have to provide for a large
number because of our domestic servants still falling under
the unexempted claszs,

CHAIRMAN: Do you require so many Natives in
your area as you have today?~ Do you mean for the requirements
of the towm, or for the scope of the town,

Yent- No, I do not think so, There is a
considerable number that we could do without,

Under the Urban Areas Act, you have to provide
for Natives whom you do not want?= Yes, that is the position.
And incidentally you bring in a number by hiring
out these plotat- No, those who hire the plots are in the
immediate vacinity of that part of the commonage where the
plots are hired out. They live in their own homes in the !
logations and they simply come and plough the lands there,
Are none of them housed in the urban locationf-
There are a oumber who are. Some of the local Natives would |
wha take up plots. There are store boys and people like |
that who might hire three or four plots whioh they cultivate, ‘
but apart from those living in the town itself, there are ’
s large number of Natives who reside in the locations who ‘
take up these plots, cultivate them or have them cultivated
snd do the supervision from their orn homes, I do not
think thet, by hiring out these plots, we are to any extent
sttracting Natives whom we do not want into the towm,
¥r, Turnbull: Those plots actually adjoin the Native loocation,
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They are with'n half a mile of the location and from two
to three miles from the town itself,

They are adjoining the present location?e Yes,
right alongeide of it.

The extent to which the Natives inhabit your
urban looation makes it necessary to have more provision?=
¥r, Gray: I suppose it would have that effect, but to a
very slight extent, I do not think that the plots which
we hire out are an inducement or sct as one of the causes
of an influx to the town,

But now a Native can hire gquite a 1ittle famrm
from you, cannot he?e Yes, that is the position,

And he can also live in yowr location?- Yes,
that is what the location is provided for, Natives employed
in the towns can live there.

Therefore, he can get away from the conditions
of the Land Aot by coming into the urban area and still
remain a farmer?- Mr. Turnbull: That is not quite the
position., All the Natives in our location at present are
in bona fide employment in town, A Native who is not
employed in the town cannot go and live in the location,

If he is not employed in the town, he ocannot
hire premises in the location?- No, that is se.

How many families have you got living in your
urban logation?= We only have the 26 families there and
the men who live there, and many of the women as well, are
sotually employed in the town.

And those who oultivate the plots?= They are
not all employed in the town, We have s number of Natives
living in the locations oultivating the lands there, That
is the position as it is at the present moment,
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3) Wiilien 2}:.“;...‘2:1"“ "
called and examined:-
(Interpreted by Wiiitam E1ijah Hlabedi Mohloni)

(Baleni): I would like to make a statement in
conneotion with overstocking, In connection with this we
find there 1s no overstocking in the locations; it is only
the owners o the stock that are congested, There 12 no
stock whioch has got no owner, because although the stook
is supposed to be many, it does not meet our requirements,
We see that there are many people living in the locations,
begause they are increasing. The reserves that are given
us by the Government do not inoresse as do the people,
Every person in the location wishes to have stook. That
is why onlookers think that there is more stock, but it is
not so. The people are increasing yet the country or the
location remains as it ias, Therefore, we leave the matter
to the Government to see what it can do for us if it
finds that there 1s overstocking in the loocations, We
gsn do nothing in connection with stock, as I have already
mentioned; we leave the matter to the Government to see
what 1t can do with us in comnection with the land - to
give us more land. We do not find that we have too
mach stock, because, as I have already mentioned, the
stock we have does not meet our requirements. We require
stock for all :u-”‘l that we have %o do. BEven people who
are supposed to work get s little in the way of wages that
they come back and sell stock for the purpose of paying
the ir taxes. That is all I wish to say,

CHAIRMAN: Do you appear here for your tribes
or as individuals?- For the tribes.

The Commission adjourned at 4.45 p.m, until
tomorrow at 9.30 a.m,

— —— -
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