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NATIVE BCONOMIC COMMISSION
R 1030, 9 .
THIRTYPOURTH PUBLIC SIPTING
PRESENT:

Pr, J. B. Holloway (Chairman)
Kajor R.¥. m.m:. o, DFs A Robarts

o, h..l navor P Houx m
Mr, A.N. Nosters. = Dr. H.G.N. i::ru e

Mr, C. Faye (Secretary)

MINUTES OF EVIDRNOE

MAJOR OLIFFORD LOUIS KEEVES HARRIES Called and examined:
CHAIRMAN: We shall be pleased to hear what

you have to tell ws?= I have not prepared say written
statemen t for this reason, that I was under the impression
that after having dealt with the Northern Transvasl, you
would like to hear something of the conditions of Natal
and here, I have not had time to familiarise myself |
sufficiently with conditions of Natal to give expert evid-
enoe in regard to the state of affairs here. I know
sonething about the Natives, 1 have spent all my 1ife
among them and I am prepared to answer any questions which
the Commission cares to put tome, Naturally, I have
gertain views which I shall be pleased to atate,

When we took evidence at P'P'Rust, the scheme
whioch was being worked out them of indenturing Native lads
to farmers was brought to our notice and we were told that
you hsd been working in connection with that before you
left there, ¥ill you give us your views on the feasibile
ity of that scheme?- In the course of my experience
in P'P'Rust and the Northern Transvaal gemerally, I have
found a grest deal of misunderstanding existing between
the Netives on one side and the farmers on the other.
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Wost of the complaints were dus to the faot that there was

0o contract between the Native tensnts, i.e. the Native
employees on the farm, and the white smployers. Now, my
socheme was started in this way.  The Chiefs, at their
quarterly meetings, made representations about unsatisfactory
and impossible oond itions on farms, bearing in mind, of course
that, at ocertaln times in the yesr in the Northern Trapsvaal,
the farmers employed acythin, up to 600, men women snd
ohildren, in the gathering of monkeynuts and mealies, and
they were not satisfied in so far as these casual labourers
were concerned, I went to the farmerr' meetings and
represented to them the views of the Natives. I salad |
to the farmers "There i1s a misunderatanding between youre
selves and the Natives, cannot you come together and

eppoint & committes to atterd my next wusrterly meeting of
chiefes and there see what the Native has in his mind, so

far as employment on farms is conocerned."” They did so,

and the main feature of the deliberations was with regerd

to the control of these picoanins as a means of teaching |
them proper methods of farming and as a means of combating
the spread of this Amalaita movement which is now agitating
the Natives, not merely in the ¢lties, but also in their

own homes and loocations.

The parents of these plocanine end the Chiefs,
are keen to prevent the youngsters from going to the towns
snd Joining this Amalsita movement. But that was the
origin of the movement,  The Native on the one side sald
"we understand that the farmers want to work with us", and
the farmer on the other hand said "We see that the Natives
are ke on something being done", s0 I advise the Hatives
to appolnt anNative advisory committee, electing two members
from esch location tom-u—lﬂﬂium Farmers Union
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and have a round table conference. This was brought
sbout snd they wanted me to preside, but I said "No", as
I considered it was better that at their meeting they
should have a talk by themselves, I pointed out that
if I presided, the Natives would want to refer to me and
say to me “"What do you suggest”, I told them "I want you
to have an understanding of whet 1s in their minde", They
agreed to start a buresu essentially for the purpose of
indenturing plcoanins to fermers, the farmers being then
supplied with a source of picoanin labour and the piceanin
being taught farming and being given the opportunity of
eventually obtaining the certificate through the buresu
of his effioclency. I think you saw the constitution
which was drawn up and I believe that the Natives were
very much impressed with the main idea, They sald "Here
is » thing which we have never heard of before. We are
going to start an organization which is golng to be helpful
not only to the Native but to the farmer as well, but it
will not be run entirely by either the Native or the white
man, We shall have two mea on the board with the same
power as the Eurcpean members, who will represent the
interests of both sides., [Here is an innovation whish
appeals to us," if no mistake ocours, 1 think that
when the soheme is finally kmown, it will be a great
sucoess, It would have been in operation now, had 1%
sot been for some delay in granting a recrulters lloence
to the buresu. I had a letter from the Secretary of
the bureau in which he said they would have been well away
had it mot been for that delay,  He sald that they have
had any amount of applications, but they could mnot funotion
antil they had received a proper llcence,.

I say that if they do not make any mistake and
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the Natives are allowed to get confidence in this buresu
it will grow and become quite s large organiszation.

MR, MOSTERT: What is the term of indenture,
it 1s three years is 1t not?- Yes,

The young boy would have &ferred pay which
would go %o his parents., Thet is to say the boy would
get & certsin smount and the balance would g0 to his parents
Of course, that depends on the parents, If the parents
desire that all the momey should be paid to the bay, that
would be done. The parents may decide whether the boy
shall get all the wages or whether scme of it should be
deferred and be paid to the parents or the guardisns,

This wege will be a prugressive wage?- Yes,
the i1dea 1s to start om 7/6d a month for the first year,
10/~ s month for the second year, and 15/- a month for the
third year,

That would be with food and quarters?e Yas,

MAJOR ANDERSQE: Do you think thet conditions
here or elsewhere inm Natal would be suitadle for a similar
arrangement?- 1 have not tried to make up my mind., I
really have not had time to look into things properly. I
know that conditions here are very different from what they
are in the Northern Transvaal, I believe that the majority
of the Natives here are landless and those who have land
here have it privately. You have no reserves here, as
in other parts of Natal. I am now referring to the
position in this partioular district, There are no
scheduled areas here but there are farms bought by the
Natives years ago snd I see no reason why a bureau should
uot be formed here which would contvol farm labour in the
same senee as the object of the buresu im F'P'Rust is.

The object of the bureau there is to assist the Natives

equally with the farmers and I do not see why there should
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not be some system of apprenticeship here in the same way
a8 they have it in the Trensveal. The Native would be
properly taught in the hope of his using his knowledge
and experience when he gets back to his own holding and
when he cultivates his owmn land,

MR, LUCAS: What is the guarantee that they
%111 be taught?- You cannot do it at the start., If the
whole scheme worked well, they will have appointed under
the board controlling the buresu one or two welfare officers
who will go round inspeoting the work that is being done
by all these apprentices and they will also see whether
the farmer is carrying out his side of the eontract in
teaching these young Natives,

DR . ROBERS: Will they be Buropean officers?-
Yes, I suppose #o <<=« not necessarily, of course. But
there are two Natives on the board. If they saw fit to
send a Native round sud a Buropean, they could do so., They
would have the welfare officers going round to see the
conditions were ¢arried out, .

SENATOR VAN NIFEERK: You spoke about Amalsitas,
Is that a serious thing?- Yes, it is,

Do you find that there is a tendency for less
parental and less control by the Chiefs samong the Natives?-
I even go further than that; I say that there is not a
tendendy, there is an actual faot, Those Amalaitas now
have their organizations throughout the Northern Transvaal,
they have them in Pashlela's locstion and they have them
in Zebedeila location, they bave them everywhere with the
exoeption of the Bavenda, They have not got as far as
that. Tribal orgsnization still holds the Bantu because
they are the most primitive Natives we have in the Unien,
but in the locations sbout P'P'Rust, the Amslaita movemsnt
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has upset the soolal and ethical conditions of the Natives,
Toat 1s the very reason why these 0ld men today are so
keen on supporting a movement which otherwise they would
have regarded with suspiecion, The Native 1s undoubtedly
very suspiclous., But now they say “"Here is perhaps a
chanoe of getting back our parental control and restraining
our children from going to Johannesburg and soquiring all
these bad hedits and all this evil knowledge."

What 1s the cause of the loss of this parental
control, ocan you tell us that?- There are many causes.
But firest of all I should say the contaot with white
oivilizetion and the idea which the pilccanin has in his
mind that he must go to Johannesburg to work. Johamnesburg
is bis Meooa, He 1» on the farm and he runs away to
Johannesburg and he simply leaves the ocattle in the filelds,
He !m not s man if he has not been to Johanmesburg., He
is restless, he wants to get away., 1In the same sanse as
the adult Natives gradually wants to get away from tribal
organization, which is becoming irksome to him, Tradi-
tion and sentiment are gradually waning and he wants to
get away from 1%, Plecanins go to Johannesburg and
after a while they come back with the 1dea definitely
fixed in their minds « and they tell you so - we are not
going to be controlled by anyoune .

Do you think that the idea is that they are
not men until they have seen Johannesburg?- Very largely
that has something to do with it.

Laock of civilization in the kraals, lagk of
amenities of live have not hing to do with 1%, have they?-
I say this, the soclal organization of the Native is
ghanglng. The plocanins get together and they say %o
gsoh other "I have been to Johannesburg and this is what
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I have seen and that is how I have lived and done™, And
then all of them are inspired with the ambition and the
desire to see what their contemporaries have seen, Well,
the youngster cannot get permission from his baass or from
his father but he has made up his mind that he is going
to Johannesburg o he runs sway and goes there and & he
takes care to remain away as long as he oan.

Some never ocome back?« That is so,

DR, ROBERTS: What do you think is beneath
this Amalaits movement; is 1t simply the desire to get
away from control, or is there something else behind it.
Every now and then in Burope you get these sudden upheavals
of young menf?~ The Amalaita movement started in large
industrial centres and I think the origin of the movement
is the lack of recreation of some sort, In those towns
on a Sunday, or a Saturday evening, they banded themse lves
together in what they called olubs. You find the sam
conditions right up the East Coast - in a different fom
that is so, but there too, they have their young men's
glubs, They are purely Native organizations and they
are not gquite so pernicious as the Amalaita movement,

This movement instils into their minds that they must do
something notorious to Justify themse lves, to Justify
their membership of the olub, and that has encouraged them
to go snd do a lot of nasty lawless things. They boast
about it. But the extraordinary thing is the seorecy
that 1s maintained, the fesr they have of even divulging
the names of the members of the club, That 1s how It
gtarted and that is how it has grown amnd grown until today
1t is undoubtedly a very formidable movement,

MR. MOSTERT: If he only eligible into that
olub after he has committed scme orime or outrage?= Oh no,

L



MAJOR HARRIRS

was purely a police matter and in the circumstances no
Steps should be taken, I suggested that wader the Native
Administration Aet the Governor General might Ly proolama-
tion, at least #0 far as the schedule areas were concerned,
bring in some regulstion preventing the Amalaitas from
meeting and molesting people. But they refused to act,
Toey simply said that 1t was synonimous with orime and
therefore a policematter and they ocould not interfere, But
then they sald at the same time "If you have any ides about
this matter, you might submit some regulation”. I Sook
no notice of that, of course, Then they sent me some
reminders, but I did not do anything. Why Bhould I draw
up regulations to prevent these things if the Department
of Native Affairs says "No,it is a police matter". And
that is now the matter seems to stand at present,

In your opinion, is it omn the inorease?- Yes,
it 4is very much on the inorease, and that is why the Native
Chiefs sre becoming alarmed.

Is it affeoting the locatlions?= Very muca, it
is und=rmining the power of the Chiefs, Patriarchal gove
ment is shattered, parental power is brokem down by those
who run the Amalaitas. They have distinctive badges, all
these people. You see a native wearing shorts, very wide
trousers - he lets in a "V" shape and all sorts of other
insignia, and then they have badges on their arme and trouse:
as well,

MR. LUGAS: How long has this movement been
in existence?- A loag time, but only since the War have I
poticed that 4t has taken doot in the locatioms.

Before that it only existed in the towns?- Yes,

at one time it was purely s socisl movement among the youag
\
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boys in the towns,  They had nothing else to do and they
banded together and they danced and played the mouthorgans.
and Just played sbout, but now it has deval oped into a
very nasty and pernicious organisation.

Will you tell us now how it could be countered?e
My 1des 1s that in the towns it can be countered by giving
the neatives there some healthy form of recreation., Give
the Native something to do when he is at a loose end on a
Sunday - attract him away from this organization, give him
something else to think about. Most of these boys just
g0 there for the purpose of killing time and if you give
them something else to do they will not go there, But
in the location it is another matter, end there I suggest
very mach more drastioc sotion. In the scheduled areas
I suggest that the Governor General should exercise his
suthority and should iptroduse regulations prohibiting
the meeting of Amalaites and prohibiting auyoune fram
wearing any badges or insignia of the Amalaita movement.

1 should have people who do that whipped, That is
what all the Ohiefs say; the only thing 1s to whip this
youngster if he is seen t0 wear this badge or if they
are seen together in numbers or if they are noticed
going through the ritual.

Have they & ritual?e Yes, I think the C.I.D,
of Johannesburg bave & semorsndum settirg forthax the full
ritusl of the Amslaite movement and what they do.  They
investigated the matter and they rnsnaged to get hold of
it. I have not seen it, I have tried very hard to
find out what the ritual is, but they sre very seoretive
a.d I bave uot been able to get hdld of it although I

believe now that the 8.1.D. have it.
Do you know anything about the Ninevites?-
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Yee, that 1s purely s movement in the prisons among the
Netives, among the prisoners.

DR, ROBERTS: And the night star men?= I
know nothing sbout them.  The Ninevites started im Kimber-
ley and the movement spread throughout the prisons,

MR, LUCAS: And s it not operative outside
the prisoms?= I have not hesrd of it.

It may be that people have confused the two?e
Yes, 41t may be,

What does the word "Amalaita" itself mean?e
It 1s not the Sasuta word,

DR, ROBER?S: Then do you think it could be
dealt with if 4t were dealt with strenuously in the way the
Government of Indis dealt with thuggism, and as they dealt
with garroting in Scotland, = severe whipping, even if
they did not go the length of murder, and there were death
sentences toot= Yes, you have to desl with it very
drestiocally,

Could it be stamped out in the same way here?-
It oould be stamped out easily in Native reserves because
there you have a settled population and you have the
Chiefs to help you,

¥R, LUCAS: Does not your difficulty still re-
maln in the reserves that the young Native has not got
enough to keep him oocupied in what leisure he gets?- Yes,
there is a lot in that, but a young Native now generally
goes out to work.

S0 it should not be a serious problem im the

location at allf= That is so.
The problem of the leisure hours referas more to

the towns?« That 1s so.
SENATOR VAY NIEEERK: If you were to give mere
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power %0 the Chiefs would that sssist. Do you think that
the Chiefs have suffiolent power today, under the Act?-
I think so. If the Chief could exercise the power that
e has today, them I feel sure it would be sufficient, but
the trouble is thet meny of them cannot exereise it. As
a matter of faet, many dare not, because the Native ia
emanoipating himeelf from the Chief's power and that 1s
one of the reasons of their detridalization. The Native
is ohafing under the autooratic control of the Chief, and
moet of these Chiefs you find in the Transvesl and Natal
are very conservative, They say our forefathers did
%o and s0 and we must do the same; we cannot make any
allowance far changed oconditions or the development of
the Native mind so far as moderm ideas are concerned.
CHAIRMAN: Now the trouble is that the Chiefs
who, %o a considerable extent, have been used to rule over
the tribes have never been educated for the task. 1In Indtla
the Chiefs have been educated for their tesk of ruling their
sub jeats, Do you think the same method would be sucgess-
ful here?= I think it is very essential that the Chiefs
should be men xof education today. The unsophisticated
ohief does not fit, for this reason, that he has some of
nis followers educated and some not, but if the Chief is
educated and he comes baok to his tribe and he applies
his kmowledge snd introduces drastic reforms into his
system of tribal administration, then &t once he will
have the Dacks of his old unsophisticated Natives up and
you will have trouble., Take Zebedelila's locstion, which
is a very 2 large location, one of the largest inm the
Northern Tranavaal, There I found that there was a
deolded split between the two parties, the more or less
snlightened Native on the one side, and the old unsophis-
tioated Native on the other side,  The Chief himself
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Wwas an uneducsted man and he wes surrounded by the old
Indunas, men who still wore their loin cloth, The
Christisan element was the enlightened element and they
*aid "We cainot possibly be costrolled by this old man",
They oblected to their not having sny say in the sdministrae
tion of the tribe snd they regarded these as belng
porfectly hopeless, I wust say that I found things very
hopeless indeed, I said "Let us sorap the old form of
sdninistration where you nave your ghotla, comprised of
the 0ld Indunas snd the unounlightened men, end let us
have a tridal committee on which we shsll have the Indunas
as well aa the enlightened men," They sald "Yes, but
that will be a very big change®. I sald "The change will
not be very big if you listen to me," "My suggestion is
this - you have at present 1]l mesbers of the ghotla, who
are hereditary members, they will remain, but let there
be apn equal mumber of intelligent IQ;! to take the ir place
ou the ghotls," They agreed to that and we started that
system in 1924, These people were sdvisory me nbers,
They held their meetings regulerly and from the momeunt
I brought the two sections together and they dealt with
tribal matters, the tide of progress set in, they got
out of debt, they had money in the benk ard in theénd
there was no friction at all,

SENATOR VA! NIBKERK: That wes practically
an ussuthorised council systemf- Yes, that 1s whet it

smounted to.
CHAIRMAN: Do you think that if a Chief is

educated, he will be better able to lsad both sections
then when he 13 useducated?= If he is 2 wise man and
4f he will meke sllowance for the other section who
#8111 oling to the old time customs,
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It 1s the case, I fihink, that the large bulk
Of the Native still attach a jzood deal of importance to
the Chief?- Yes, for sentimental ressons, They say
"He 1= the blood of our forefnthers", and you find that
there 1s & grest deal of animism, soul worship, behind it,
He possesses the soul of the tribe, and that is the main
influence which a Ghief wields today, more so than the
autooratic influence of the pest, It is animistie,

DR . ROBEFPS: And even the intelligent Native
will scoept thatl~ Yes, that is so.

You think that will sccount for the resson why
intelligent Netives will still give a great deal of worship
to the Chiefas?- I think so.

SENATOR VAN NIRKENK: Is it a oustom in the
Northern Transvaal too that one does not know who will be
the sucoessor of the Ohief until after nis death?- Wo,
only in one tribe, only the Bevenda, 0f all the Bantu
tribes throughout the Union, throughout Africa, only the
Bevenda hold that faot secoret,

They say that the Zulu does it toof We were
informed that that is the difficulty in Zululapnd, that you
do not know who 1s going to be the next Chief?- But they
have their royel wife among the Zulus,

MAJOR ANDERSON: They do not always make it
known until the very last?= That may be.

SENATOR VAN NIEKEREK: What I want to get at is ‘
this. Do you think the time is ripe now that we should .
compel the Chiefs to nominatie their successors so that tb':
sucoessors may begome properly educated: wmake the tribe
responsible for his education?- Yes, provided it is done
openly. Teke the case of Robert Moepi. He was a Christ-
fen., He was educated at Lovedale or at Kilnerton and a
very nige young man he was. He married according to
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Christisn rites. Then his tribe said "You are marrying
sosording to Christisa rites and there will be complications
with = lerge portion of your tribe who are not Christians®,
He sa1d ™I have sdopted the Christisn faith and I shall |
stick to 1t", He married this women as he had intended

to de, Influence was brought to bear on him and he

found that unless he gave way to the wishes of the majority
of his tribe he would lose all his gontrol, so he consented
to marry the deughter of Sequati. Tribal cattle were
eollected and in due course the Indunas were sent for mnd

the marrisge took place sccording to Native oustom and |
thare was s big feast, He married the sister of the
present COhief Sequati, He died and then complications |
arose whether the son by the Christian wife or by the

other wife was %o be the heir, I do not know what

the upshot was, but I had a letter from one of the men

there who said "Trey are still im a fire™. And that

1e the difficulsy which ome is fasced with,

Do you think that that will be the dif ficulty
if the Chlef siould lay down befarehand who ie¢ to be his
neirte I think 1t would be 2 good thing that the Chief
should sunounce it, provided it is dome openly and the
tribe sre consulted, but to go and say "I nominate my
son 80 and so and I heve him registered with the Native
Affoirs Department® - if that is dome without the tr ibe
veing consulted or being informed - 1t will lead to all
sorts of complications and I would not favour that.

ME. LUCAZ Is it necessary %o require
pominstion, provided you lay it down that noone will be
scoepted at Chief unless he is educated., That will throw
the onus on them of educating even a nunberf- Yes, it

will have that effect.
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Would not that be better than nominating just
one and requiring this one to be educated?= The result
would be the same,

The result would be a lerger number of educated
and progressive Chiefs?- I suppose so,

CHAIRMAN : Your point is that there should be
some public function and recognition of the heir apparent?e .
Yes, that is my point,

Will that fit in with the Bantu custom?- I do .
not think it 19 opposed to it, You have the custom of the
'tribal candle', the woman from whom the 1ife of the tribe
would spring., She is married with tribal cattle. There
oan be © question as to whom the heir is, except inthe
case where a Chief has contracted a Christisn marriage
before, but if he adheres to native oustom, then there
¢an be no question, The son of the tribal candle 1is
the person, It is her first son, whether he is the son
of the Chief or nmot, |Her first son is the Chief,

Sekukuni i1 not the son of his father, His father died

15 years before he was born. Noone knows who the present
father of Sekukuni is, The mother was bought with the
cattle of the tribe before Sekukuni died -~ that is Mora
¥uocha. She had slready been bespoken as the royal wife
of Sekukuni's ™ther, She had been given in marriage

to Sekukuni, The tr ibe allowed that marriage and when
Sekukuni died, she had to be the wife of the Induna,.
Sekukuni's fahber wes killed in same battle 15 years .
before she was brought over as & 'tribal candle' and, as ﬁ
s matter of faot, the father of the present Sekukuni is
reslly the full brother of Sekukuni's father, But
Mors Mucha is the mother of the present Sekukuni.

Now you think that snimisn is still stromg even

amongst the more advanded Natives?- Yes,



Tost makes the position of the Ghief an extreme ly
strong one does 1t not?e Yen, it does.

Provided the Chief will live up to the obligs tious
of his forefathers, he 12 the strongest man to be put in |
ohargef- Yes, J)

Therefore , for administrative purposes, you regard
bim as the strategic leader?- Yas,

He must be educated in order to be able to exer-
olse his suthority?- Yes, Whew you come to deal even
with educated Netives, their mind is still permeated with
Sribal superstition, They caunot get away from it, They
heve been born im superstitféion mavd it ie always with them,

Now, 1t is an extracrdinary thing, bDut su 0ld woman in

her dotege, the grandmother of the one of the Indunas of

the Zebedells tribe is the influence st the back of the

Ohdef's suthority, I tried to tackle her, but she wes

beyond me, she was mad, She 1# the influence and her

influence zomes from nothing but superstition, which fills

the Native mind, She 1g the iafluence of the tribe snd |

they say "It does not matter what we do, we nust pacify

this 914 thing Yecause she has tremendous power", Even

the Ohisf himself is afraid of her sad thimgs will not

right thamselves mmong the Zebedells tribe until thie

old woman dies. Bo long &8s sue Jives, so long will

superstition be there and #0 long will she prevent them

from going shead, 1
SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Has their superstition

got anythiug to do with their agricultural backwardness?-

To s great extent yes, superstition involving the oontrol

of agrioultural plote, the doetoring of lsuds, lands that

1ie fallow. Thet is one of the great economic factors

ip Netive reserves, in fact I should say 1% 1s one of the

greatest, There is plenty of land in your Native re
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- thers would be plenty if there were not so much land
iying 14bZ under the lehurite custom. You know what it is,
The Chief has control of the land, The kraal head goes

up %0 the Chief and seys "I must have land for kraal",

The Chief dishes the land out to him and that man holds
that land in perpetuity; he and his successors hold it

and the Chief camot take 1t away from them, When that
land 1s worked out, he will take up other lsnd sgain, but
he sti1ll retains his hold over that other lend which cone
sequently remains there lying idle. I have hed experience
of 1t and I have found land lying like that for twenty years
and they will not a llow anyone else to come in and cultivate
it. I have said to the Chiefs "Now is your time to
exercise your power - that land has been lying i1dle there
and has not been cultivated for 20 years and I want you

to do something with 1%, give it to someone else." But
you caunot do snything, they have simply said "No, our
forefathers would not do that and my Sribe will not back

me up if I do it," And I oan talk to them $111 I am
black and blue in the face, but they will not shift,

And that, inoidentally, is one of the reasons why they

are always orying out for more land, There is so much
land lying idle, land with which they are doing nothing,
that they require other land to get on with,

MR. LUCAS: Major Hunt succeeded in & case
1ike that?- I didn't kmow that, I know I did my best
but I eould not succeed.

MR. MO STERT: Is it not possible for us to
alloocate these leands and do away with this permicious system
T- Yes, I feel that one should do something and I have
always done my best with the Chiefs, but from that angle
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I have had no sucoess. One caunot get over their
pre judioces,

There 18 the lamd snd there 1s the donarhtlen.
of 1t, Now oould we not say "Thet is your arrable land
and your graziog is set sside"?e Yes, I think possibly
one might do that, provided jou hsve the matives with you,
provided you can convinge them that 1t is the right thing
to do, But that ie the difficulty agsin. Any innovation

of that sort is looked upon by them with asusolute suspicion ?
and distrust,

That will have t0 be broken dowm?- Yes, it ‘
gannot go on like thise, 1

And then the overstocking?- That is a great (
diffioulty with which we have to contend.

SENATOR VAN NIEYERK: Is lobole at the back
of 1t?%7« To some extent, bLut not emtirely, That 1s also
sllied to a form of animism, It is the worship of the
cattle, it is a tremendous othical influsnce of the cattle,
The only resson why you have not got more detribalized
Natives and a bigger influx into the towne, is the desire
to possess cattle. Were it not for that, you would
have many more Nstives coming into the towna, It 18 the
desire to porsess oattle whioh is in the blood, Just the

same 89 we want to posseas farms, so they want t0 possess

cattle, They want to see their cettle lsnda filled
snd then they will be satisfied. ,
MR, MOSTERT: Thet 1= so, the Netive 1s a
ranchest- Yas, he is undcubtedly,.
But whet are we going to do as far as wcrno'.ﬁln"‘

ing is concerned. An are¢a will only oarry & certainm
amount snd no more.  You are not bemefiting the :

sllowing him to have more on the perticular ruén m
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that reserve will carry?- I think the time has arrived
to take definite steps not to have more cattle on the
place than that place will carry,  The Natives here
have spoken to me frequently and they say "How are you
golng to have that carried out"! We say "You shall not
have more osttle on your lsnd than perhaps ten. Say we
lay that down as a definite rule." The next day you come
there and find that he has 50 head of cattle there, The
Native says to you "What right have you got to stop me".
They are my ocattle and you dare take them away." There
must be some messwre which will 1imit the number of
gattle and to ensure that no more cattle shall be kept

on a Netive reserve than that partiocular reserve is able
to earry.

And we have to show them that we do it for
their benefit and not for ours?- Yes.

We have to show him that he is only making
nimself poor by having more cattls he does not sell off
many and he does not kill mawy?- It is very difficult
to get him to realise the position. May I give an
{nstance, In 1928, we were face to face with a very
bad year, espeoially so far as grazing was congerned,

The location sdjoining P'P'Rust was carrying something
1ike 7,000 hesd of oattle while it was capsble only of
holding something 1ike 2,000 head. IW was a very serious
position, and we antiocipated severe losses, I went out
to the loestion with a stook inspeotor and I saw the
cattle, The oattle were not very bad then, but we
realised at once that very soonm there would be no grazing
at all for them. So we got the Natives together and

we said to them "Your cattle sre fairly good today and
they are scand emough now to be sold to the compounds .
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Sring us your cattle and we will truck them and sell them
for you in the open market - not through the middlemean,
if you are afraild he will do you down, but we shall sell
them in another way, We will put the money into the
bank for you and as scon as the drought is over and you
want to buy again, you can do se, We will charge you
nothing for all this except the railway fare,”  They
1istened to us end said "Allright we will consider it",
They considered the matter and then they decided they
would not sell any, Then the drought ceme and they lost
5,000 head of cattle in that year, Out of their 7,000
head of stock they lost 3,000.

SENATOR VAN NIRKERK: We have been told
that superstition has samething to do with 1t, wikis why
individual Natives do not go in for intensive oultivation;
the Native is afraid that if he becomes too well off his
1ife might be in danger: but that does not seem to apply
to oattle; he can have any amount of cattle without being
afraid?- No, that 1s so, Do I understand you to mem
that the Native will not improve his methods because
superstition is at the back of 1t?

¥R, MOSTERT: If he makes too much progress
in his own loeation, he is afreid that someone will smell
him out?= Yes, there is something in that, partiocularly
among the Bevenda,

CHRIRMAN: The spirit of the lkraal is
against any man going above the level of his fellowsfi-
That 1s so. The moment s man becomes marked in that
respsot, with the Bevenda, he will have in his mind "I em
running the risk of being a victim of the animistic rites
= he says "Mokoka wamabele", where he is supposed to be

1

possessed with the soul of agriculture, and he is sacrificel
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%4 a means of bemefiting the whole of the tribe so that
his soul of agrioulture might be spread over the lands
#0 that they may all get a good harvest, just as the
individual has been getting it, That 1s snimistie.
That word 1s the swelling grein. He is beheaded. The w
dootors then take certain parts of his anatomy, You know
that the Bevendas have the ir grein pite underground, His
head 1s transferred from ome grain pit to another, so that
his soul of sgriculture may be shed on the grain, and the
grain pit will never be smpty, The other parts of his
body are cast and spresd by the winds and his soul of
sgrioulture, his soul of husbandry, will also shed its ‘
fafluence,

MAJOR ANDERSON: Apart from this experience
of losing their cattle, did they realise their mistale?-
They reslised that they had made a mistake, that 1s so,
but they still said that cattle were the woul of their
existence; they must have ocattle,

Bven Af it dies?- 8o long as 1t welks on
four legs &2 san be handed out as lobolo,

¥R, LUGAS: Would you mind explaining what
you mesnt when you said that 1t affects lobolo to some
axtent?- Well, a man has received osttle for his daughters.
He 13 very reluctant abdout parting with this cattle in case
he should heoome involved in some sction ageinst him through
delinquancies on the prrt of his daughter, or daughters,
They may leave thelir husbapds, they mey be bamen, and he
way have to return the cattle, In the same way with the
Shangssns who have almost ceased to use cattls as lobolo.
They have never really been very keen on hand ing over
sattle ss lobolo, becsuse, before coin came into bogue,
they used ploks, In the olden dsys, the vogue Was 80 many



MAJOR HARRIES

pioks for a wife and not cattle, When the money came
in, the Shengsans fixed 80 or £40 for a wifefxm They

did not use that, they kept 1% because they were afraid
that 1f a womsn was barren or if she died without a ohild,
or if she deserted her husband, the money would have to
be handed besck and they might not have it, And the
seme applies to cattle.

DR . FOURIE: And then, &f course, he has to
have lobolo for his sons too?- Yes, that 1s so.

MR, LUCAB: What other factors besides the
religious and the lobolo factors affeoct the overstoocking?-
I think those which I have mentioned are the mein ones,

Does the ques tion of cattle heing the Natives
bank enter into 1t7= Oh yes, 1%t does. He reckons
that cattle are his fortune and his position in the kraal
is affected by the size of his cattle herd,

That is ostentationte Yes,

SENATOR VAN NIRKERK: If we were to decrease
the namber of lobele osttle, do you think that that would
help ust- If it could be donme.

You have not got the same code in the Transvaal
as they have here in Natal?- No, fortunately not. I am
rather pleased you mentioned that because I wanted to
refer to 1%, I was very keen at one time on the codi-
fication of Native laws in the Transveal and I ocould not
understand why the Native Affairs Department were not
snxtous to go into it and codify 1%, but since I have
been here, I have come to the comclusion that the codifi-
cation of Native laws is a bad thing,

CHAIRMAN: Why do you say that?- For this

reason, I do not knmow too much about 1%, But take

your ooke in Natal. It was proiulgated in 1891,
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Apparently a commission was sent out to investigate and
se¢ what should be put into the code. They seem to have
conducted their investigations very thoroughly, It must
have been towards the ends of the eightys when the investi-
gations were made. They seid "These sre the laws which
the Natives spplied to themselves, and these are the laws
which mast be codified.” The result is that you have
lald down a herd end fast rule and the Native has not been
able to emancipate hiwself, Ia the days when the com-
mission went out to get the information whioh led to the
codification of Native law in Natal, they found that the
kraal head, the patriarch, waas the man res ponsible for
all the acts of tne members of his kraal, They said
we must still ocontinue to be reaponsible for the asts,
T srefore, If a mesber of the uuf seduces s girl of
auother kreal, the kracl head 1s responsible, The result
is that patriarchal power has broken snd shattered., It
may have been allright in the oldem days, but it is not
#0 today, Today this lad goes to another krssl smd
seduces a girl snd cleers off to Johannesburg, knowing
full well that the kresl head is responsible and has
to pay the piper for the damage which he has done, while
he is in Johannesbturg perfectly contented with 1ife,
There you have & hard and fast rule by which you are
keeping the Native baok.

MR, LUOAS: Can you mention any other
{nstences where you are keeping the Native baok?- Yes,
you osunot bring an asotion against the inmates of a
yrasl exoept through the kraal hesd, The krasl head
1s given powsr on paper which he ocannot exercise because
the nmatives have broken away from his control.

CHAIRMAN: A fixed system has been @ested
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without any maohinery to ocontrol 1t?= That is so.

Netive law 1s passed down from generation to generation.

It did not originate from a law giver like Solomon.

Sative law 1s a matter of precedent and all these laws

which are applied are graduslly changed by conditions

ocoming im, A wise Uhief will say "The conditions which

wy grandfatbher had to desl with have changed, and are
different from those which prevail today. Here under

our contact with civilizetion, we have other conditions®,

aod in his ocourt he establishes another precedent. But where b |
you have the oodified law you cannot establish any precedents,

We have cut away asny chance of growth?--Yes,

MR.LUCAS: Under the Native Administration Aot, is it
possible to amend the Codef?--Yes, it is poseible |

Ii all areas?~- No , not in all areas.,..

Just in the Reserves?--In the Soheduled areas,

So far as these areas outside the Scheduled Aresms are
congerned, nothing can be done axoept by Act of Parliament?e-
Yos, that 1s the position.

MR . MOSTERT: What wounld apply to one ares, would also
apply to the other areas?--It could apply there,

MR,LUCAS: We have been told that the Cale is rese
ponsible in Natal for s change from lobolo as a sign of o
goal ewill to one of purghase or barterf-- I think it is
very 1ikely. They say the law says that you must pay and
you have jolly well got to pay ,

Even in Christian marriasges?--Yes, even in OChris-
tian marrisges. In every Christian marriage I have
noticed an endorsement that the requisite number of
cattle have been psid, or that so many oattle and 'GEGSESEEE
the "gnutu” beast have been pald, leaving so many to be

paid,
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Is not lobole responsible more for ohanging the ownere

ship of cattle rather than ineressing the number of ocattlee-

is not 1t responsible more for trandferring oattle £4 from %

one ares to anotherfe~ Yes, there is quite a lot of that ,
of course. But my point 1s this~ that a man will hang on
to his lobolo cattle; he would not dispm e of his lobolo
oattle except by passing it o to soquive a wife for his
son; the general practice is to hang on to it as long as
poasd bls, Then, if he passes it on as lobolo for his son, he
knows that he always has a ¢laim sccording to native custom,
It is vather an extraord inery thing, but 1t is the original
oattle which is hung on to; the original man has a olaim to
his original oattle. \
Will you plesse explain that?ee It does not/matter
whether the cattle has been passed one~ the original owner
who has paid that particular cattle as lobole will have a
olaim to that particular cattle in the event of sny oire

cumstances arising entitling him to olaim a return of his
lobolo, end it i for that reason that the person to whom
the lobolois paid will hang on to it as long as he can and,
4f at all possible, will not pass i% onm.

Whst happens if the oattle dietes Then he would have
to replace them, i.e., the man to whom they have been paid
in lobolo would have to replace them.

It need not be the identical cattle that would have
to be rﬂwuﬂ-—"u, as far as possible the 1demtical cattle
with their incresse., I remember one instance where the J
original oattle nad passed through the hands of as many as
geven people, Lobolo was paid to one particular individual
in the first instance; something happened and the ocattle had
to be returned; the peraon who had recelived it had passed
41t on %o someone else, and the second persen had passed 1%
again to scmeone else, and so on until it had passed through

|
ﬁ
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the hands of seven people. The first men had nothing to
do with the people in between snd he simply went to the
last man, So the man who mctucally had the cattle; he said
"you got thm e cattle from so and 80, and so snd so got them
from so and so, and so on"u He treced his own cattle baocke-
be traced them by their colour and their marks,

Thet would represent an important facter in overe 1
stookinge~ the cattle must be maintalned?-~ I want to make
1% olear; I do not think that lobolo is the main factor
responsible for overstocking; it is the sentiment based on
animism: you mast have cattle, OCattle was the very pivot on
whigh their social and ethicsl life existed; 1t is absolute~
1y in the wnd of the natives that they must have cattle.

SENATR VAN NIERERYX: Behind that or under it 1= the
fee ing that he must have oattle, or must soguire eattle fox
lobolot?--Do you mean that originally lobolo was responsible
for this tremendous influence which oattle have on the
minds of the natives?e-It is guite possible,

MAJOR ANDER®)N¥: If lobolo were e olished, would it
still be as diffioult to desl with overst ocking?e~I think so!
I would not sdvocate the sbolition of lobolo, but I do not
think it would materially affect the position in regard
to overstoockinge.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: It mast in time?-« I do not
think so, Take the Shangaans: they are just as keen on
possessing cattle a8 anmy other tribe you may mentionm,
put they do mot as a rule lobolo with cattle; it is money
so far as they are concerned.

Do not you find among the Shangasns that they are
more apt to sell their eattle than the others?es Yes, they
do, but their is still the desire to have as many eattle .

as they pos sibly oan.
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CHAIR MAN: You agree that the overstooking evil is
t00 serious to walt for swh a sl thing as the abolition |
of lobole to cure it?~- Yes; you want something much more |
direct and 1t is going to be & very difficult thing %o |
tackle because of the sentiment whioh surrounds the whole posi
tion., This weekf I have to go to Bergville, The natives §68
there are so jealous of their position that they will mot
even allow the Govermment to brand their cattle with the
East Coast fever bUrand and they are and they are almost in
open revolt that their cattle, the cattle which they possess
should be branded with a brand which is not theirs, That,
of course, is pure sentiment,.
MR,LUCAS: We have been told that lobole in ocattle
is not of long standing im Natal; do you know whether that
is 80 in the Northern Transveal; is 1t an ansient institue
tion there with ocattle?-¢ It is as old as say law that
you oan think of, I say that originally oattle was the
means of lobolo, From all my experience in Central
Africa I find that oattle was the menas of aoquiring a wife,
The reason why they had ploks smong the Shangasns was not
that they said “no we shall ndt have gattle", but the tstetse
g1y was very bad on the Bast Coast, They had not cattle
then, They had %o substitute somethlng, the same as
after the rhinderpest they had stones and a man had %o
redeem those stones, The plcks came into vogue owing
to the ravages of the tsetse f1y.
Is the Bogadi system in any way different fraom
the lobolo oustom?- No it ia the sawe gustom,
CHAIRMAN: Bearing in mind what you have told us
the animistic bonds which hold the Native back, how

about
san one, by Government sotion, do anything %o bring about
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that sdvencemeut in agrioculture wideh 1s so essential %o
the welfare of the Natives?- 1 should say that it oould
be done by having more trained demonstrators,

You mean trained demonstretors of their own ruo?-q‘
Yos, by mesns of demoustrators who understand the Native
and the language of the Natives with whom they are dealing,
a0t exsotly the kind that we heve today. Fortunately, that
when they allowed me to have a demonstrator in P'P'Rust
I was able to select my own men and just at that moment
& Native wrote to me from Basutoland. He had obtalned
an appointment under the Basutoland Government and he
seid to me in his letter "I hear you are instituting a
sgstem of agricultural demonstrators and I want a jJob",
He told me what his qualifications were, I got that man
and he was an absolute success, He waas one of thelr
own men from that area inm P'P'Rust who had been away
for some time, and when he came back there sid told them
what to do, they ssid "He is ome of our own people and
what he 1 telling us must be the truth", His efforts
have been very successful. But in Sekukunileand they sent
a Transkei Netive, a man who did not know their ways there
and they would have nothing to do with him, They told
nim "Your ocomditions in yowr country are different, do
pot come and bring us ideas and enforce them upon us,
which we do not went". So much so that Ma jor Hunt ssid
that the man was useless. The Supervisor came to me
and asked me to try that man and I said allright, but it
waAS 0O use. 1 am opposed to these men from other parts
coming to us. That men was & fallure with me as well.
I say that if we have demonstrators, we must have tactful,
patient mem who will scow the Natives by ocoular Gc-lutnud
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by demonstration plots, the adventages of working their
laud properly, the sdventages of having their lands in
Gertaln positions and if the demonetrator cen shew these
people exsctly what they should do, then the Netive will
see how it works., They have seen things on the fammas of
the Buropesn farmers, but they say "We carnnot introduce
European metnods into our locations", But if you have
proper desonstrators you will do better and my contention
is that you must nave a number of them,

Take the looations in your formed district, How
mauy dewnstrators did you have there?= And how many
should there be in one district to do the work paxm mhﬁ.
There should be two at lesst for the moment, but more later
Olie Tue demoustrator I referred to started off by trying ’
to 1ustil into the Native mind the ides of having fertilizers
put onto the land, He hoped that through getting them to
see tre sdvautages of a fertilizer, that he would induce
thew to sdopt methods wulch would prove of great advantage
to them.  He tried to tesch them the advantages of fertilis:
ing their lsnd, sad to 8 ocertain extent he wes suocessful, |
For the momeut, I think, two dewonstrators would be suificimn|

You have four big locations there have you not?-

Yes, I have. j
One demonstrator to every two locations is

your idea?- Yes, they have taken this one men and given ‘
him the Sekukunilend location, which is equal to amy two {
other logstions, This man has to divide his time among
the two loca tions. #nxx He came to me and bhe sald that
1t was qulte hopeless for him to try and divide his time
smong the two, It 1s a waste of time to expect these

men to do more than they san do.
Way I queried two is because it seemed rather

Fy | T O
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11ttle if you have four large locations?- I reckonm one.
wan for Pashlela's location and one for Sekukuniland and
then you could have one for the two smaller locations,

But even those three locations which you have
there cover a very large stretoh of country?- Yes, that
ie weo, This one man met with a vorf great deal of
opposition from the Chiefs, They said "Why do you come
sod introduce methods to which we are not acoumtomed”,

But there was one Chief there, Bakkeberg, who saw himself
that 1t was a very good thing and he said "I am going %o
have my offieisl lands oultivated and ploughed acoording
to the methods which the demonstrator is shewing and he
did so." But the other Chiefs said no they would not
do 1it,

MR, LUGAS: Did he have satisfactory results?-
No, unfartunately it was a bad season,

OHAIRMAN: What view did Alfred Manbi take?-
Oh he 1s a hopeless ohap, His father dled in a lunatie
asylum and he 1s likely to die there as well,

MR, LUCAS: 1Now, is what ie being done with
the demonstrators suffiolent, are they given enmough
facility to do their work pumm properly?- Yes, I think so
to start with, It is of no use launching out on an
expensive scheme which is beyond the compreheus ion of the
¥etives. You have to start with the demonstration plots
so a# to convinoe the Native that he will benefit, confinoce
nim that it is better to put a load of his kreal manure on
the land than sell it to the estates for 5/~ s load, But
they will not menure it. They prefer to sell the stuff
pather then put 1t on their lands,

Did you find that the demonstrator was able to
sonvinoe them of the value of manuret?- The idea was to
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Gonvince them and everything was dose in that respect.
Where you have your demonstration plots side by side
with the land of the ordinary Native, it is very useful,
If you om show him the difference in the ylelds from
the one plot and the other ones surrounding 1%, if you
oan give him ocoulsr demonstration, you must convince
him,

Was the demonstretor there loang enough to
enable you to see the results of his work - before you
left?~ Yes, I think so,

Very well, how would you describe the results?-
He started with seed selection snd he showed them that
the type of seed which they were using was played out.
They were using the same 0ld seed fram year to year and
they were producing a tiny little grain which was useless
and he induced a number of Natives to allow him %o seleot
the seed for them. He want to the farmers who gave him
seed for nothing and at the end of the first season he
brought an armful of oropes to me whioch I sent to 3ir
William Thornton. They were produced from the plots
where he had sewn these seeds. The next yesr there was
a great inorease in the demend for seed. The farmers
in the neighbourhood of Zebedeila's location all gave
the seeds for nothing and I must say that the farmers
took » very great interest in everything there, There
are very many men greatly interested in the advanceme nt
of the Native as an agriculturist.

Can you mention any other instances?- Yes,
I noticed the response to his sdvice that they should

go in for winter ploughing. There was a time when if
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you went through these locations you would see no winter
ploughing done at all. Plough as soon as you have
resped your orops. As soon as your odt storks have been
eaten off, plough, There was a tremendous sad very
gratifying respouse to his sdvice that they should go in
for wiuter ploughing. He told them to get their lands
ready. If you have your lands ploughed, if the soll

is loose, all the molsture that falls will soak in instead
of 1% running off, and allowing the land to be trodden |
down hard., Under the old conditions 2ll the molisture
was allowed %o run off and 1%t was only a very heavy rain
which enabled the ground to be properly sosked, There
was & very good response %o that too, Then he tried

to start with the selection of bulls, I t0ld him that
it was & very diffioult thing beos.se, although we have
done our best to improve conditions among the Natives

in respeoct of the improvement of the ir stook, they will
not listen and you never know where you are with them.
Most of these Natives may have a span of ten oxen and

you find that balf of them are bulls. Some people say that
that the native very often selscts the bull by the size
of his testioles; it does not matter what the m imal hime
self is 1ike, it does not matter what his size 1s«- they
seleot him by the size of his testiocles.

Are there many other instances Wwaere the demone
strator was successfal; did he sucoeed in getting many of
them $0 use manurefes ¥o, only one or two, The view I took
was that 1t did nct matter whether he sugoeseded at onoe
or not, As & matter of fsot the manure had all been
bought up by the Sebediela Estates; they sent all GGOBOGREE u
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round for 1t and they bought the lot, so there was no
manure avallable, but I said to the demonstrator "Just

g0 on with your demonstration plot" and in the course of
time the Native will begin to reslise that manuring is
worth while snd the man will see that he will get his ten
bags to the acre inetead of his two or three. And then,
with regerd to sheep, he wanted to introduce a better
class of sheep, The Black Persian does very well there.
He 1s a very ambitious fellow, is that demonstrator, and
he was dlsheartened very often through the Natives regard-
ing the whole thing with suspicion, I admire that fellow
very much. He had passed through the oircumeision school.
He was educated at ILovedals, but before that he had passed
through the eiroumeision school, so that he had an entry
to those schools aud he said "Look here, we have so many
of these schools and the course is a three moanths' one.

I intend visiting these schools and lecturing these

young fellow and see what can be done., " I noticed that
there was a growing desire among the men like Pashlela
who cammot break down the eircoumeisioan schools, to
introduce a form of education and let the young men

there have some lectures. This demonstrator used to

go round lecturing these boys on agriculture, Of courase,
all these things ere bound to have a gresat acoumulative
effeet - the effeot is bound to be great im the long run.
1 gannot say that I can show you the results now, it
would be a gradual thing, but I feel convinced that in
the course of time the results will be excellent. Of
course, the mein thing is this, that we should try and
convirce the Natives that we are really and genuindy
anxious to do something for their advantage. We must
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try and break down the suspioion, the spirit of suspioion
whioh lurks behind his mind every time you suggest anything
new to him, That 1s the great thing whioh we should try
to do.  The Fative says to himself "I wonder what the
¥hite man 1s after, I wonder what he is thinking of",
Lat the Native get confidence in the Officials of the
Native Affairs Department, the people who are dealing
with bim, let him have faith in them, so that he will
g0 %o the Native Affairs Department for advice on matters
affecting his welfare, rather than that he should go to
the 1.C.U, or to the Transvaal or South African Native
Congress, That is the diffioculty, to get behind the
suspioion which lurks in the Native mind, to convinoce
him that there are people who are gemuinely interested
in his welfare as an economic factor influencing the
destiny of this country, That is a point whioch I
wish to emphesize becsuse I feel that in that direction
we oan do a great deal of good,

¥R. MOSTERT:  You said that when the demon-
strators shewdd them that their high bred mealies and
their seed were no good and induced them to use good
seed, so that he aotuslly had good results --= did the
Native then realise that he had been doing wrong and that
it wes the right thing for him to improve his methods?-
Yes, in some instances, but not all of them. They did
not a'l of them say "Yes, we must have this seed”, but
gquite s number of them did so. The whole thing 1s
gradual, We camot omot these people to be unanimous
por 0sn we expeot the results to be instantaneous. Quite
a pumber of them said "We do feel that we should have
petter seed and we must go to the demonstrator and ask
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him to select our seed. In kaffircorn, for instance,

they produced very fine samples of kaffircorn from seeds
selected by the demonstrator, which he got from a farmer.
It was an American specles of kaffircorn, very heavy ears
and low stalks, He dished that seed out, the Natives
used it and the result was very gratifying. They sent
Thornton specimenks of the kaffiroorn produced, He said
"I can get & form of nullet"™. He said "If you like I can
get a seed from Central Africs which will prodﬁn an ear
about two and a half feet long"., I put it up to them amnd
fhey said "Yes, let us have better seed, no matter what
it costs us", They were very keen themselves, So there
you saw the thing gradually taking root. You see, there
is an incentive to them, and when they see the results
and when they know what they oan do, they are anxious

to do it,

CEAIRMAR: What do you think would have the
best effsot, a small number of demonstrators very inten-
gively trained, or a much Brger number with the training
in the ordinary rudiments of better farming?- 1 person=-
ally should favour intensively trained men, I think it
is better, An intensively trained man is better able
to explain things himself . You might say "Why go
along to Tsolo or Fort Hare or Lovedals, you might go
to & fam and there learn what has to be learned", You
might get a boy who has learned to plough the lands and
sond him along to train the Natives. They won't take

any notice of a boy like that. You see, there is a sort

of pride among them. They want to see a man who has been

properly trained, but I will say this - do not make the
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course too difficult,  Today, for instance, they have
to taks a very diffioult oourse ia veterinary sclence and
1 do not think that that is really necessary, You have
your veteriaary of ficer too, but the demonstrator should
knoow sufficient to go about, to do the castratiom of
soimals for the Natives. And there you have another
point where they have responded to the advice of the
demonstrator, He sald cut out your methods which you
have followed so far and let me teach you how it should
be done properly, and he used %0 go round and do the
oastration of the animals instesd of their getting two
stones and bashing the testicles to pieces,

" MR, MOSTERT: Does he use the Burdiszzo?- Well,
I have asked the fammers whether they thought it advisable
that this demonstrator should be given one of these instru-
ment® to go round, but they all sald no, becsuse the
result has been very unsatisfactory among the farmers there,
There have been guite a number of cases where they have
not responded st all - quite a large percentage did not
respond, So far as I understocd, it was not sucoessful
and & men with a large experiemce in the Argentine told
me that you could not always rely, if you out the cord,
on the animal not being fertile. But the Netives came
to the demonstrator asd he taught them how to castrate
properly.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: NOw you have had exper-
tence of Natal and the Transvaal.  How do you find the
pass system working?- Do you find the Natal system better
than the Transvaal and do you think the time is ripe for
a ohange in the pass system?= The two systems are 8o
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totally different, Here you have a system where you have
a0 inwerd sod outward pass, Any Netive coming in from
the outside has to tale out a pass here., If he is a
Native belonging to an sdjoining territory, he has to
take out a pass here, sand if ne goes out he has to take
out an outward pase. Here in Natal, you have the
identification pass system. You do not take the idonu-
fication pass from him, In a sense it is superfluous.
It does not serve any more purpose than the tax receipt.
It 1s applicable to females as well as to males, whereas
in respect of the tax receipt, you do not have the females
inoluded, I think that the tax receipt properly fllled
in would be sufficient identification,

DO YOU think that we ocould s implify our pass
system?= Yes, I think we ocould, There are so many
formalities and these people, some of them very unsophis-
ticated people, have to carry their passes in their skin
bags and their passed become badly mutilated, I think
that a very much simpler system should be adopted,

MR. LUCAS: Do you favour simplification of
the whole system?- I do.

SENATOR VAN NIEEEFK: Have you had an
opportunity of oomparing the position of the town Natives
with that of the farm Natives, 1.e, economically, and
also of the tribsl Native?- That 1s going back to one
of the causes of detribslization. The reason why
Natives sre becoming detribelized is due tO the fact
that they have begun to realise that the old system of
tribal government doss no longer fit, and they want to
preak away from 1it. Autooratic sooial orgamnization which
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was quite good enough for their fathers and thelir grand=-
fathers, does not sult them today, Contaot with a
higher oivilization has brought about s totally different
state of affairse, he has asgimilated ideas of his own
and he says "No, I em not going to be bound by all this
tommy rot surrounding tribal organization™, and he breaks
away from that, he breaks away from the yoke of tribal
eontrol, The flow into the towns would be everx so
mugh greater if there were not the sentiment attached

to the possession of stook, In the town he cannot
possess stoock. It gl:;oulr thing whioh holds back a

lot of them today, but many of them lead dusl lives now,
In town they become detribalized and they adapt themselveas
to the oconditions in the towns, but they still manage

bo keep up a llok with their tr ibe for the purpose of
having their cattle in their kraals st home, although
they themselves are living in the towns, Then again,
there is the overorowding due to the faoctors whioh I

heve mentioned, There is no scope. Then there 1is

the socisl life and the freedom a d these other advantages
whioh they enjoy in the towns, - After a day's work 1is
over these young fellows know they ¢an do as they like,
at least in most omses, I am now referring 2o much
now to domestic servants, but to the Nativen in factories
and stores, and so on, They are free after their day's
work i® over anmd the kind of sociel life they lead in
the town appeals to them. The accustom tliemselves

to these ohanged conditions and the, 1like tihem, and when
they come back to their krasls they uvo locger like it,
they tribal 1ife and conditions are irksome. Then you
get s tremendous flow of Natives from the farms, Natives

,JL..'.!-.L.‘"
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who will rush te the town and become entirely detribalised
= they go away so as to get away f om the squatting system.
How the squatters system itself is very rarely understood
by the Natives. It is quite impossible to convince a
Native that he is getting anything in return for his labour.
You say to him "Your cattle have been grazed on the farmers
lands or lande have been given to you, and your women and
children are kept on the lands, and you have to pay some-
thing for it , They will not understand that, Others
who are living on unoccupied farmes pay £3 or 24 per year
and have to pay =o much fo: their cattle. You tell the
natives that and you point out to them that they get their
living for nothing and their grazing for nothing but they
cannot and they will not see it, They ecall the squatters
system the "Somaar" system. They say "I work for nothing"
They call it the "Keberek somaar" - "I work for nix".

That is the attitude they take wup.

CHAIRMAN: Does not that refer to the system
uﬁcr which 90 days are spread over the whele year?- No,
there he sayd "Bewereke 3 months", but with the other they
say "Somaar".

It means that they work for 3 months?- It

means that they are working for a dead horse, that is what
they consider .

Your peint of view is that the squatters practise
is equal to the Bewereke somaar"?- TYes.

Mr. Yates said that the Natives were complaining
that the farmer did not keep his contract. He would make
an oral contract and then when it came to carrying it out
he would include something which had never entered before,
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ond that lead te a lot of illfeeling under the oral
contract which could be varied by the farmer, and that was
why 1t was ealled the "Somaar” contract. I have tried
everywhere to induce the farmers to have written contracts
and I think 1t would be a very wise measure to make it
obligatery on the farmer and the Native to have written
contracts so that you shall know exactly what the pesition
is, Today a farmer will often change his year ---
instead of having it from the 1st Jamuary to the 31st Deo-
ember, he will say my year runs from the 31st July to the
50th June, the idea being to get the seasons in and a grest
deal of confusion arises through it net being explained te
the Native what is the real year for which he has to render
his 90 days service.

DO You know of the use of the wordsx"Somaar"
being connected with the fact that the contract was an eral
one and that conditions were being changed?- Ne, I ddéd
not know that,

Now, about the disadvantages of the oral con-
traet?- Very few farmers really go to the trouble of
entering into a proper contract. A man goes to a farmer
and says he wants to work for him and the farmer says
allright, sc and se are my conditions and the man starts
working. Otherwise you have this - a man goes over and
buys & farm. Very often farms change hands. Now, instead
of getting all the Netives together snd saying to them
“So and so is our agreement and 1 am your baas and that
is the end of i%", this man will go aleng and he will apply
the terms which he has probably been applying te his
squatters on the farm which he has sold te someone else.
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Those conditions are not exactly on all fours with the
conditions teo which the Natives are accustomed. It should
be made compulsory for a farmer teo enter into a proper
contract with all his squatters, =0 that the squatters shall
ne exactly where they are. Today you find that the un-
fortunate squatter is very often landed in a court because
of his ignorance of the eontract.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: We are told that it is
the squatters who are opposed to the written contract?- Yes,
that 1s so. As a matter of fact, I have mentioned it at
farmers' meetings. I have =aid to them that there is a
form of contract which they should all enter inteo and it
could be done if they would all combine. Then there would
be no difficulties. Today there is this, one man is

squatters

afraid to start this sort of thing because his neighbeure
may move off to his nmeighbour's farm. 1f they were all {
to combine there would be ne trouble. The Native will !
know that he hes to submit, end he will submit.

MR. LUCAS: Have you ever come across a ocase
l1ike this, that where a farm was seld a Native had for
that year done his three months' work, but the new pur-
chaser came aleong and claimed enother three months?- Yes,
I have come across that and 1 have come seross very much
worse cases too. The squatter system is a questiomn of
higher hire of labour. It is a ease of hiring and letting.
The squatter at the beginning of the year i1s given the
option to serve his three months. The squatters law says
that if a man wishes to leave the farm, he must give three
months' notice to the owner. VWell, say the squatter
gives notice. He tells the farmer "I want my trek pass
in three months' time". The owner says "Oh no, you muet

S
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work snether threes months. That was after the boy had
achually worked three menths. In many cases I have had
Lo step in and say "No, that man has given you three menths'
serviee and you have to give him his trek pass now",

¥ill you give us the different varieties of
squatiern contracts which you had in the P'P'Rust district?-
They s1]1 more or less stuck to the 3 months. The only law
on the point, of course, was the old tax law which said
that %o be entitled to the reduced rate of 21 instead of
£2 a man shall be a farm labourer if he has rendered 90
days serviee, That is the only legal reference, but it
was customary to have 3 months. Some farmers said "We
thall have 3 menthe, but it must be 3 menthe continuous
merviee". Others said "No, it is 3 menths extended over
12 months, called upon at different times as we require
you", "You smst hold yourselves ready te werk for me
whenever I want you for a week's serviee," and so en.
Others again said "We must have 90 days free service
from you, and after that we shall have the 9 menths as
labourers on the erdinary rate of wage. That means that
you eannot go to work elsewhere 8o long as I have work
for you and pay you. When I fail to give you work, then
only can you go te Johannesburg. " Others again seid
*I do not like this free labour business; I shall pay
you & wage throughout the year and you work 12 months
for me®. There are farmers in P'P'Rust who have ne
f ee labour end the Natives have to work for them through-

out the year, -
Did you come across thed two days' per week

.’(\"\
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system , throughout the year?- No, 1 have not come across
that,

Were the women required to work as part of the
contract?- No, mot as you have it in Natal,

Were the squatters fed by the farmer?- While at
work, yes,

And if the squatter had four or five sons, were all
of them required to work?- OUnly after they had started
paying taxes,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERX: And then usually the old man {
was let off7- Yes, but in other cases the piccanins had to
work. I do not think the system was quite so exacting as
I find it in Batal, where apparently the farmer has the right
to demand that the whole household shall come out and work
for six months instead of three.

MR. LUCAS: What is the payment in such cases?-
In some ecases it 1s 10/~ per month, and in many cases no
payment at all.

Was there any payment during the 3 months in
P'P'Rusti=- No, excepting Mr. Toedd's case, where he paid
them throughout the year.

And in the eases you have come across here, would
you say that the cases where they get 10/- per month pre-
dominate, or otherwise?-  The 10/- cases are very few.

I notice that in some places it is three ecalendar
months and in others it is ninety shifts, which makes it
nesrly four months, which was the system that prevailed at
P'P'Rust?=- The shifts prevalled; but then, instead of
calling upon men at odd times to do a shift, the custom was
to keep men continually employed on shifte. The man did
not do three ealendar months; it was counted as $0 days,

and Supfays did not count.

iE.
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Do you know whether that is the usual thing, the substitu-
tion of shifts for calendar monthe?- No, I do not think
iV 1s. ¥hea I went into the detrict in 1905, I found
that they were giving them the 90 days' system mnd they got
tickets.

CHAIRMAN: The old law was exemption from pertien
of the tax for 90 days' serviee, and mot three menths?- Yes,
that 1s wse,

Three months' was a loose way of thinking of the
90 days?- Yes.

With regard to eompulsory written contracts, de
you think it is feasible to introduee that throughout the
Union?- I think it 12 feasible to introduce it to the
Trancvaal, the Free State and Natal. As far as I have been
able to study the position in Natal, it would be quite
feasibmle. The Free State they are more or less than
in the Transvaal, but whether it is possible in the Cape
I do mnet know, I do not knew anything about the Cape. 1
do not know whether they have the squatter system there.

To allow for leocal differences, would it be a
feasible thing to have a system such as they have with com- |
pulsory feneing] under which areas sre proelaimed for that
purpese?= I do mot think thet it would be wise. You
would scome back to the same thing agesin. You would make
1t a sort of porechial business. Say you had ward No.l.
They might say there "No, we won't have it". While im
ward No.2 they might have it, and that might disturd the
whole of our labour cenditiens, and the result would be

that you would have mo co-operstion.
There would be difficulty on the borders?-

That is se.

-
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Coming back to the detribalization, you deseribed
the eireumstences under which the Native, while continuing
to hold te his tribal customs, is persomally detribalised.
That, ultimately, leads to complete detribalization?- Yes,
it does,

Which are the factors leading to cemplete de-
tridalization?- The main fact I think is the freedom whieh
they get in the towns, the wages they earn in the towns
and the soeial conditions to whieh they have adapted them-
selves in the towns,

That attracts them to the towns; complete de-
tribalization only tekes plaee when they bring their family
out end relinguish their tribes?- I do net think so, 1
do not think that you will find that a detridbalized Native
has brought his family out.

MR. LUCAS: What do you mean by detribalization?-
A man wvho has out himself off altogether from his tribal
erganization. He has gone to the town and he has beoome
a lekolwa. That term is applied differently in Zululand .
It is taken from the Duteh word "geloo". It means ehrist-
ianised. He goes to the town but he may have his wives
at home. TYou ask his people where is he and they say he
is a lekolwa. He has become essentially a dweller in
the towns and he has nothing mere to de with the Chiefs.

We were given to understand that a Native had
gone to Cape Tomn and had got married there, but had come
back after twenty years. He went back to his own kraal.
Now would that Native be detribalized?- Yes, he only
came back because he thought that he eould get something
by coming back, but at the same time, although that Native
came back, he would met remain there.

Rid
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DR. ROBERTS: Does the Native ever lose the
sentimental and soeial recognition of the Chief?7- No,
he always retains that, He will always pay respect to
his Chief whenever the Chief comes to the town where he is
working. He always pays his respects.

50 you would still call him a detribalized Native?-
Yes.  He may pay nothing to his Chief. His Chief goes
to Johannesburg and although he does mot pay a tax om
anything to his Chief, he will pay his respects. The
exactions that are made in the loecations are made on his
time or are made in the way of taxes, and a Chief is always
trying teo get him to pay some money. When the Native is
detribalised, he is rid of these axactions, But 1 say
this, that our poliey teday is sueh that we are making the
Chiefs dishonest, We have regulations and we say, the
Chief must do this or that., He is a representative of
the Government, he is there to attend to various matters,
and he has to obey the orders of the Native Commi=sioner.
He has to do this, that and the oﬁur. But, what do we
give him for this, what do we pay him. We pay him 24
per quarter. In the Northern Transvaal there was a
time when the Chief's income was a substantial one.
They imposed the sinkwa tax, and every Native who returned
from work had to come and greet his Chief and pay him that
tax. His income in those days was suffieient to enable
him to live and to get what he required. He was able
to get a pair of mules or a horse, or even a motorcar.
But sinee we have ximem started the tribal levies, the
Natives say mo, we won't acknowledge the sinkwe tax, and
as & result the Chief's income is reduced to nothing.

Today, the man who pays moet by way of court fees, when
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he goes to court, gets judgment in his favour f:om the
Chief. The financial eonsideration comes in very
considerably and that is why I say that it is our poliey
which is tending to make the Chiefs dishonest.

MR. LUCAS: The Chief fines beth sides?-
Yen, that is so, and that is a matter which is materially
affecting the Native administration im the loecations.

We are making the Chiefs dishenest beeause they have to
be dishenest if they have to live, They ecannot ge
mum-lthyhnuupnmn in order te
get suffioient meney to keep themselves and to maintain
their position.

OENATOR VAN NIEKERK: How can we remecy
that?= We can easily remedy it. In the first plaece
I say that the stipend pald by the Government should be
inersased, I have suffeste’ te the Department of Native
Affairs that a committee should be appeinted to deecide
on the status of the Chiefs in the Transvaal. You
should have your Chiefs classified properly. liere you
have your big ehiefs like Sabasa, Pashlela, Sekukunik,
Matlala and se eom. I should say that the smaller
ehiefs should not be entitlel to the same fees as the
big ones. But my contention is that you should fix
your stipends on = reasonable basis. Then you have
your tribal levies. For every pound that a Chief
gets from the Government, I comsider that the tribe
should alse pay & pounds. It should be om a pound
mpmlbuu-“mmhu. That would
give the Chief an income of at least 240 per quarter,
£10 per menth, that should be the very least.

And then the fines impesed by the Chief
would ge inte the tribal fund?- You ecould take the
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court fees, no fines. The Natal Chiefs, or rather the
Chiefs in Zululend, exerecise eriminal Juriedietion, but
the Governer General has not extended that te the others.
But they have certain eivil jurisdiction. Of course,
there are ne fines in eivil eases, but the court fees
could be pald inte the tribal levy aeccount. I only
mentione? this 240 per quarter casually. Ny contention
i» that you should give the Chief semething that he ean
live on and feed himself properly. If there is a Chief
at all, if you give him eertain duties, you must alse see
to 1% that he lives in aeccordance with the dignity of his
position.

DR. ROBERTS: That exeellent system which
you are advocating would net hold if you were to establish
& couneil such as you had in Sekukunilend and elsewhere?-
Yes, it would, I do not think thet e ecouncil would alter
conditions at all,

CHATRMAN: De you think the crimimal
Jurisdiction given to the Chief is net a good thing whem
the Chief ean impose fimes, as he ean in Zululand, for
his own use?- What I feel is this = if the Chiefs in
Zululand are oapable of exereoising criminal jurisdietienm,
then why should not the other Chiefs be able te do the
same thing.

Well, we are coming to the question if
they are capable?- A Chief has to keep up his power
and exercise his sutherity. He has to see to it that
noxious weeds are eradieated. He ecalls on his tribe
and appeints so and se to atiend to these matters and if
his orders ere not carried out he should be able to fine
these people, or something of the kind. So long as his
order is a legal order, he should be given the power te
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tee that hie orders are carried out. The Chief should
heve the power to punish these whe flout their authority.
What 1s te happen to these fines?- Where you
have your system of paying your Chief an adequate stipend,
and the tribe comtributes to it on the pound for pound
basis, then the fines should be paid into the tribal fund.
Po you think that that eould be usefully extend-
¢¢ to the rest of the Union?- Yes, I certainly think so.
Now, coming te m detribalised natives, the men
who have broken away altogether from the tribe and whe
have taken their families away. Why do these people take

their families away, thereby saerificing eertain econemie
assets?- 1 do met know that 1 can say that they do take
their families away. You see, in most cases the young

man goes away before he has a family, and he has a family
where he has established his home.

That man i= alse detribalised. Are we ecorreect
in assuming that he has given up eertain useful economie
assets in the tribe -= the right te work a certain amount
of ground, the right to live thers and to graze their
animals, and so many other rights; are we right in
assuming that the Native who goes away has saorificed those
righte?- Yes, in eertain conditions he has.

Are these assets which he saerifiees not worth
more than any economie asseis which he may get in the towna?-
He may met get any economic assets in the towns. But he
has broken away, he has finished with his tribe.

Yee, that is so, but are not these economie
assets worth more than those whieoh he gets in the town.
lomumtmhrnhumoul. I am trying te
compare the values?- You mean, apart from his way of

looking at 1%,
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Apart from non-economie reasons for whieh he
gives up his tribe, He is giving up eertain definite
economic assets and advantages?- Yes, that is so, He
looks upon 1t from a different point of view probably.

And when working for that wage which he gets
in Natal he is faced with the eompetition with people whe
“till have these economie assets in their kraals, He is
faced with competition with peeple, whe although they are
in the town , have net given up their rights in their
kraales. Now, is he got worse off than all these people?-
Ne, a lot of these natives who have become town dwellers
are in fixed employment, and they are drawing better
wages than the easual labourer who Just works for six
months and then goes baeck to hie kraal, The man in
regular employment generally draws a better salary, and
to that extent he is better off than the man who goes
home to his kraal periodieally.

Do you think a considerable propoetion of
detribalised Natives draw better wagee than these who just
casually ecome in from the reserves?- I think so, although
I have n o reasen for saying so. I have not been in
contaet with the town native for a long time, but I am
of opinion that that is se.

Do you think that a eertain proportion, a
fairly considerable propertion, do drawlarger wages than
these others?- Yes, and I think it is only natural that
they should. They are in permanent service and they
have aoquired a ecertain skill at their job and they get
increases and of course they are in a better pesition te
demand hetter pay than the man who just comes in casually
and has to learn his job all over every time when he
comes to the town. I do nmot think there is any doubt

about that.
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Naturally, for a certain numberx of them it
must be the case, but some of our witnesses seemed to think
that 1t is a relatively small number who gaine: that addi~
tional wage in towns?-  Well, I should hardly think se.

I should think that the skilled Native, i.e. & native
skilled at his job, the Native who is permanently on his
Job can always command a better wage than the ene whe
always remained what is oalled the "raw kaffir".

Now, with regard to the landless native pepu-
lation. Do you comsider that the fact of there being so
many landless Natives is due to the bad use which has been
made of land in locations?- Ne, not entirely, because in
some areas - Iin this distriet for instance - we have a
large Native population of 50,000, withyenly fifteen Chiefs.
Only t-wo of these Chiefs have land, which they bought long
before the Land Act came into forece. No locations at all.
Their followers are distributed all over the farms in the
area and even the Chief himself is a squatter on a farm,
There are three of these Chiefs, I think. Cne of them
lives in town. Apparently no provision was made for these
Natives; there is nowhere for them to ge to and really
they are at the mercy of the farmer.

There is land for them to work, but owing teo
the conditions which apply in their farming, they ecannot
make an existence?- It is Hobson's cholce, they have to
accept the econditions ---=

You are referring to farming conditions.
They can work en the farms but on the conditions applying
in the farm ng areas?- Yes, that is Hobson's choice.

But in the locations they have mot got enough
land owing te their haphagard metheds of werking the lands?-

That is partly ome of the causes.
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SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Do you think we should
make provision for these Chiefs whom you have just mﬁnoﬂ-i
Yes, we expect them to control their tribes and we loek |
Lo them to perform certain duties, and that being =o, it \
is only right that they should have a right to a plaee
where they can be buried,

m:mnn: Would the setting aside of a certain
ares for these Chiefs be regarded as a friendly gesturef?-
Tee, 1 certainly think so,.

Kid. LUCAS: Do you have any Chiefs here
working as squatters?= Neo, I find that any kraal heads,
if he had a large family, would be exempt, provided he
supplied the farmer with sufficient labour; he himself
would not be expeete: to work for the farmer exeept during
the sheering season when everyone in the kraal is expected
to come it.

MAJOR ANDERSON: What duties are these Chiefs,
who have no lands of their own, expected to perform?- They
are heredity chiefs and the regulations of the Native
Administration Act apply to them just the same as they
apply to the Chiefs living in a location surrounded by his
pecple. But of course, their eomplaint here is that they
are expected to perform duties, while they have no control
ofer these people who are subject to the control of the
farmer, 1 do not say that land should be place’ at the
disposal of such a Chief and that all the Natives should
be placed under the control of that Chief, but there are
a eertain number of Natives who cannot find homes to live on.

Where do they livef?- They have nowhere
to go and the result is that they are squatting on the
town lands of Ladysmith, which are 17,.00 aeres in extent,
one third of which has been sold to private individuals
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and these people leave the moment they have a dissgreement
with the farmer, They leave the farmer and they come
hire to the town lands because the Land Act does not apply
to these town lands, Here on the town lands they pay
8/« for a small plece of land. How do they live -~ well
they make kaffir beer, Noone has any control and condi-
tions are most unhealthy for everyone. But those are
the conditions whieh I find prevail.

CHAIRMAN: A n umber of Natives go away
from their own areas to work for Europeans either in the
tm:;u the farms?- Yes, that is se,

Has that any material effeet on their own
egriculture?- Not teo any great extent. I think the
poeition was made elear to you in the Northern Transvaal.
You see, the Native does not do very much himself in the
way of agriculture. He will perhaps sit under a murilloe
tree and wateh his piecanins ploughing - if you eall 1t
ploughing, The women do the other work. But esven there,
the women today are oing less work than they used to de
before the nlough came in. A woman consider it infra dig
to handle either the plough or the oxen. The piecanins
do it snd the men watch it. Now that ploughing is done
in any ecase, whether he is at heme or not. The tendency
is, if the season promises to be a good one, for these
people to come back from where they are working. They
40 not come back so much because they want to work, but
during that time of the season, if conditlons are goed,
they know that they are likely to be & whole series of
beer drinks, and they come back to joing in these parties.
They are attracted back by the seeial conditions whieh

prevail during that peried of the year. During that
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time they get as such beer as they want, they thoroughly
énjoy themselves, they go to weddings and they de a 1little
work in return for the beer which they receive.

CHAIRMAN : Can you mention te us any of
the Native tribal customs which militate against the
improvement of their agriculture¥ - customs and superstit-
ions and seo enf?- Yes, there is the doctoring of the land.

How is that done?- A men has a bit of land
alloted to him and before he uses it he goes and gets it
doctore. by the witeh deetor. it 1s doctored in the same
way as a vhllage is doctored. A villege is leid dewn out
and they deetor the village in order to keep the evil spirits
away. And the same with the land. THe goes to the witeh
doctor and he says "I want you to docter my land so that it
shall not be encroached upen by anyeone else", The witeh
doetor comes and performs the rites and they believe that
if anyone else uees that land, some evil will befall him.

What dees the dectoring consist of7 -The
usual incantations, or some powdered herbs, or things like
that are thrown over it, You find a tree on the land
invariably and that tree s the power of watching over the
interests of the owner of the land. These people are
very superstitious and it will take you many years teo
get rid of that superstition.

MR, LUCAS: How does that doetoring
militate against the economic uwse of the land?- For
this reason, that that land will only be used by that
partienlar man; end that 1s one of the reasons why se
wuch of She lend is lying fallow.

CHAIRMAN: What other beliefs are there}
the dectoring of seed, for example, is that practised

generally?=  No, I cannot say that it is,
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SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: The fixing of the
season?~ & Yes, that is general throughout, no ploughing
®ay be dome until the season has been declared open in the |
SANS® way as no reecs can be eut until the outting seasen
has been declared, All that is governed by the Chief
and deelared by the Chief,

CHAIRMAN:  That will militate against
winter ploughing?= It does, undoubtedly.

MR, LUCAS: There sust have been some
enlightenment befors that demenstrater whom you told us
of could bave got winter ploughing done?- Yes, every
tribe has its offiecial plot and that plot has to be sewn
first of all., It may be that the demonstrator succeeded
in getting the offieial plot ploughed in winter and that
of course would enable the others to follow suit.

CHA IRMAN : Have you any experience of the
conditions under which Native labour is reeruited here?-

Yes, 1 have. ;

Do you think that that is a system which
should continue generally?- TYou have the agricultural
recruiters, Hadley's cr.nlnun. and then you have the
recruiting that is done . the mines by the Native Reeruit-
ing Corperation, and then there are a number of others.

It has been represented to us that there
are guite serious abuses in comnection with reeruiting in
respect to the advances that are given. We have had it
put to us that the Native takes an advance and then abseonds
after & few days. Then he goes back to the recruiter and
he gets another advance?- Yes, you deo find that, but
then abuses are apt to creep Into anything.

MR. LUCAS: De you find that reeruiting
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really leads to the employment of any mere Natives than
would be employed if there were ne reerulting. I mean,
take the Union as & whole?- Yes, I think so. Of course,
& Native really has a deeply rooted aversion te being
reeruited. He thinks he i: being sold., Many of them
will go voluntarily, not to a reeruiter, but to the mines,
and say "I am available for labour", but when they find
themselves in a corner and ecanmot pay their taxes, then
they will go to the reeruiter, get an advance, and then

go out to work.

They would have to find that money somehbw?-
Yes, that iz so.

%0 really the reeruiter is the bank?~ Yes,

But that really does not make men go out to
work, it merely attracts them in a rarticular way. Could
not that be met by a better methed, better from a national
point of view, by some bureau, rather than this expensive
system of touting and reeruiting?- I think it would be a
good idea.

MR. MOSTERT: If you were not to have
recruiters, would you have suffieient labourers for the
worke and mines and for agriculture 7= I think the
tendency smong the Basutes, the Transveal Basutos, is
to take up work other than mine work and that the recruiters
do divert a certain flow of labour te the mines from
(he Basuto-speaking tribes whe would not otherwise go
to the mines.

MR. LUCAS: That is diverting labour
from one elass of employer to another?- That is so.
My question was in regard to increasing

the total number?- In the long run our taxes would show
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& short fall, and once a Native falls inte arrears badly,
it 15 almost impossible te get the tax out of him.

Would not it be possible to make these advanoes
&% & sort of a bureau?- Yes, do away with the reecruiter,
I think I agree there.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: VWhen once a business
license has been granted to a trader, that cannot he can-
celled oan it, - in a reserve I mean?~ The trading permit
that is granted by the Minister of Native Affairs imposes
certain conditions. S0 lomg 2¢ he maintains those eondi-
tions, adheres to those conditions, I do net think his
license can be cancelled.

How oan we get over the diffiemlty? The
Native wants to be a trader himself and he complain: that
he has no opening in his own reserve? The trading permit
stipuldtes that it can be cancelled by netice. I thought
you referre more to tane poliey of the derartment than te
anything else,

No, the Native is coming up and wante to be
a trader himself and he finds he is being blocked., He
says there is a license given today and I camnet put wup
a shop within 3 miles. Where do I come imn?- Right
throughout the reserves there is no scope now for further
trading licenses. ©Une site must be at least six miles
from the mext and all the available sites have been taken
up, so that unless the licenses held by Europeans are
cancelled, one eannot do anything at the present moment.
That is se - the Native is, at the present mement, im that
position, that he ecannet get any license.

MR, MOSTERT: If there is a vacant site
would you advocate giving the license to a Native?- 1 would
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but they have never allowed a Native to trade in the reserve. |

CHAIRMAN: Do you think it is a bad peliey?-
I say, let a Native trade on his own. They have given
the Natives the right to have kaffir eating houses,
buteher shops and boot shops, but mot a genersl dealer's
license,

MR. MOSTERT: But there are some, are there
not?= Kot that I know eof,

CHAIRMAN : You think it is met a good.poliey

to refuse a Native a general dealer's license?- I do not
see why he should be refused, if he is a fit and proper
person, Why should he not have the eppertunities in the
reserve. If a man esn run a business decently, why
should he not be allowed to. I go further and say that
there are quite a number of Natives wheo are able te run
businesses decently, more 0 than a number of the Europeans
that we have. I am not talking of things here.

Do you find that eredit is givem to the
Natives to a large extent?- Not to a very large extent,
and there again it depends upon the Native himself. If
he has eattle and something that can be attached, he
will be given credit te the extent of his assets.

Is he given credit freelyim In those
eonditions?~ The debtor makes it his business to secure
himself. He will not give eredit to any Dick, Tom eor
Harry who comes along, and If there is nething that can
be attached in the event of his not meeting his commit-
mente. The Native in that respeet has to see that
he has something in the way of assets.

Is that degenerating into an evil esmong the

Natives?- Yas, I think it ia.
MR, MOSTERT: |He is given credit to the extemt
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Lo the utmest of his earning capaeity?- Yes, that is =o
very often.

MR. LUCAS: What makes you say that you think
i% 1s a bad thing?= I think it ie developing into an evil.
You see, the Hative has net developed B very pronouneced
senge of propertion.

Do you think that it mekes him extravagant?-
Yes, if he knows he ean get oredit, he will go slong and

v

buy. Take my Native eonstables for inetanee. I had
twenty of them drawing from £4 up te £7 per menth and all
of them were in debt and able to get into debt simply
because they were in fit employment., The storekeeper had
ne compunction in giving them eredit and the result was
that they were always im debt, There is a lack of sense
of oroportion se far as the Native is comeerned; when
they know they ean get credit they ge and buy all sorts
of things which are not necessary and which they would not
dream of buying if they had to pay eash., Of course, you
find the same sert of thing smeng Europeans toe.

CHAIRMAN: Is there mmch indigency ameng
the Natives in the reserves?- Know, { have never found it.

For what reason is that?- Well, I should say
their own charity smeng themselves,

They will alwaye help each other?- TYes, they
share everything, as a matter of fact they are wonderful
in that respect. You do not get the type of indigent
people ameng the Natives that you get ameng the poer whites.
You may have men ameng the Natives who have nething at
all, they may be aged and finished, but the§®will always
be someone who will feed them and look after them.

Are we doing anything thet tends te break
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down an excellent custom like that?- I do not thimk

¥e are doing enything aetually to break it down, but I em
afraid that the natural growth and development of the
Native mind is tending in that direetion. The grewth
of individualiss ameng the Natives is tending im that
direction. Une cannot help being struck by the exira-
ordinarily lavish hospitality among the Natives. You
will notice It yourszelves. How i3 it that a Native ean
walk from here to Johsnnesburg. Wherever he ocalls for a
night's ledging he gels it, and he i: given food or whatever
he needs,

DA. ROBERTS: But do you met find the same
kindness among the poor classes both im England and Seotland,
they will net allow a men te starve?- Yes, I believe so.
You have the same tralt among the Duteh-speaking people of
this eountry. The hospitality of the Duteh i: proverbial.
It does net matter when you oceme or where you come, you
come to the poorest ameng them, you will always remain
welcome. They will always give you a oup of tea or a
bit of bread and butter or a ocup of witgatboom eoffee.
They will always share it and you find the same thing
among the Natives.

CHAIRMAN: The breakdown of that custom
might cause an smpalling rrodlem?- Yes, that is se. The
only application I have ever receive: in ell my experienece
for relief from the Government was last week in Ladysaith,
yhen & blind men came and said he was a pauper and asked
for relief. He was a Native.

With regard to education of Natives, what
direction do you think that that should take, Natives
generally?- I Shink the tendenecy of all these larger
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institutions is to give the Natives some industrial
training. Waen I waz = boy in Basutolend, the idea was
to teach the Native to read and write so that he sheuld be
able to read the bible. But teday that has changed and
the idea is more, even smong the missionaries, te teach
Rim %0 use his head and his hands, and I think thet indust-
rial training is the mein thing whieh we should aim at ;
there. Teach him some irade, sc useful form of ocecupa-
tion, and it will be a good thing, beth for the Native and
for ourselves,

When you soeak of industrial training, I take it
that you use the word in ite broader sense and that yom
include agriculture as wellf= Yes, quite so.

The purely eultural training that is given te
the Buropeans, do you think that there is seope for a large
smount of that among the Natives?= 1 do met thimk that
there ls at present.

Do you think any ".""" in the organization eof
our institutions such as we have at present would bring
about a eonsiderable demand for Natives educated in that
way - chenges In the organization of the commmity?- Yes,
i think se.

in whieh ways eould they be use ?- They make
very execellent clerks, typists and =0 on.

¥pat seope of work should there be made for them
i1 you had te ersate things llke that?- 1 think there is
one thing we should de. For instanee, a lot of Native
Affairs work, essentially Native Affairs work, should be
done by the NHative. I think the Native should have an
sprortunity of competing im that respect. Take interpret-
ers for imstanee. I feel very strongly on that question.
I do mot say that there are no competent European
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interoreters, but my exverience is that it 1s very dfficult
'iml“l to get an European interpreter whe 1s thoroughly
Mz and who has a perfeet knowledge of Native idioms,
men able to convey to the Judge the truc sense thot is
intended by the witnesses, It i- only the men who has a
perfect knowledge of Native idiome and aleo of European
idioms who can do that. A Buropean may have = perfect
voeabulary of the Native langusges and yet he may not make
a good interpreter. Say you get a Native up as an
accuse , or even as a witness in a eirecuit court. The
whole thing is strange to him. ©He 12 not accustomed to
the atmosphere, He will euddenly be addressec by an
European whom he dees not knew, it 1= not =0 much o
in Netel as in the Northern Transvaal,. 1 spesk Sasutu
fluently, and I have notice’! wvery often that a Native is
s0 sur;rised when I address him that he does not know that
I am speaking to him in his own langusge. He is con-
fronted by an Buropean inter reter, the atmosphere iz so
bewildering that he really does not understand a word of
what is going on. On the other hand, where you to
have a Native interpreter, the Native would see at once
somebody of his own eclour and he would be put at his
ease and that is one of the reasons why 1 say that the
Native interpreter 1s very much more useful than the
Buropean, no matter how perfeetly the latter may under-
stand the Native language. I think that this is a
very important direetion in whieh we might make use of
educate’ Natives,

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: The Native witness
{s oapable of grasping much better what the Native inter-
preter says?- Yes, there i¢ no doubt sbout it and he is
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,'!-' 80 mueh more at his ease.

I= he eapable of always translating it inte
:hﬁllh or Afrikaan=?- Yee, I think so. There 1=
one man at P'P'Rust, whom 1 wonld back against anyone else.
The Native, of eourse, must be gualified. After all he
has been taught the Afrikaanc langusge or the English
languege and he must have sequired a thorough knowledge
of i%. On the other hand, the Buropean interpreter may
have been taught ‘asutu and he may have been taught it
thoroughly, but he may not have grasped the Native idioms
and similies,

CHAIRMAN : That would give you a limitec
number of posts, some of which are already occupied by
Natives. Are there any other kinds of work which sheuld
be open to the Natives?- Yes, The syetem in East
Africa, Ugandes snd Tanganyike is, that in every farm of
any standing they have one or two fundis, skilled artisens,
not skilled in the same way as Buropeans, but they are
quite decent ear enters, blaecksmiths, stonemasons,ete.

411 these farmers have their fundis whe are Swah$lis and
Ind!ens. There are some who are getting something like
fifteen roupees per month and amounts like that. Uthers
would be getting sometiing liks four roupees ner day.
These icn are contimuously employed om the Eslates today
and they work on these estates doing the rough werk.
‘ometimes they go from one place Lo another. I think
there is a tremendous secope for that sort of thing in
this country and at 'P'Bust I mentioned it to several
farmers and they wereonly toeo glad to be able to get inte
touch with someone and they would be able to teke on
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Dil. RODERTS: You have also assistant
stationmasters there?- Yes, I would not go to the same
extent as they go there. All your telegraphists and
typiets and all your stationmesters, exeept at the big
stations there, are Baboos, and s large propertion of the
work in the Publie Works Department is done by Natives,
but of course ! would net go to the extent that they have
done there, but I certainly think that even in that respeect
there are openings here. J

Yhy net do it in the Transkei?- Yes, you
eould do it there, you have purely Native territory there.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Do you think we eould
make a change and have educated Natives as Native ununu?-.
1 4o not see ﬁo need for that.

thould not a men of education have preference
theref- Oh, we do give them preference, we do seleot. It
ir the policy of the reliee and aleso of the Native Affairs
offieisls to do that. Where we can get & reliable man
of some eduecation, he is given preference, but if you are
going to make it & hard and fast rule, it might mean that
you would be losing the services of tome of the best Native
constables we have.

CHAIRMAN : Are there any other directions
where we could make openings for the ecucated Native =-=?-
Bo you mean without coming inte confliect wiith the Buropeans?

MR. LUCAS: Take,it from the peint of view
of what you consider is advisable?- I think we are doing
very little to enecourage Natives to become skilled artisens.
You see, the trouble at the present is thal although they
may become skilled artieens there does not seem to be any
soope for their work. 1 think we should try and get them
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seeupy. in the Native reserves too, there is quite a
lot of work which they could very usefully do. There are
® grest many openings of that kind which should be filled
by YNatives. In Zebedeila, fo instance, we built a
counell chamber and we weat to considerable trouble there.
We discusse’ the matter and voted 225V for it and I sald
that as this was a council chamber purely for the Natives
we should build it with Native labour. We said that
after all there must be someone round about in the Nerthern
Transvaal who could de the work. We had a rough seale
made, but we only found one man, one Native, to give us a
quotation, and that fellow had no sense of propertion at
all. We asked him te tender for this and we pointed
out teo him that it was in a Native loecation. At the
same Lime we econculied local comtractors. We got a
number of other rrices, and when this fellow, this native,
put in his tender it was £100 higher than that of the
highest local tenderer. It was impossible to accept
this price. They must be trained not enly to deo the
work, but they must learn to develop some sense of pro-
pertion. That is lacking today.

Semse of proportion is largely a question
of training, is it not?- Yes, that is so. Of course,
there are some wonderful buildings here built entirely
by Natives under Suropean supervision. They are capable
of doing guite execellent work, but they have to be super-
visec.

We have come acroses one or two men who put
up buildinge for some people at =0 mueh ner day?- Yes,
there ie quite a large demand for that type of mam.
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1 wrote to a place in Bechusnaland where these men are
treined and I aske’ them if they eould supply me with
carpenters and stonemesons fo: service at P'P'Rust on
Native buildings, but they could not get them out.

I attach considerable importance to the list
of ocoupations which could be open to Natives and whieh
should be open to Natives. Of course, there are laws
at present which prevent %% us and we have to consider
#ll these matters - theys have been specially referred to
us?- I consider that there are large openings on the
mines too in the work which Natives could do. For
instance there is drill sharpening and such things. We
know that the natives can go this work gquite well, In
the platinum mines we know that the drill sharpening was
done very well by the Natives.

DR. ROBERTS: Would not you rather eircum-
seribe that - say you were to lay down in definite Native
aress, what work could be given to Natives?- I do not
know that I would definitely lay it down in that way, but
1 do think that there are many ways in kmich Native lsbour,
skilled Native labour, could be very usefully empleyec.

g P.H. ADJO

215 P,

Major Harries contimued his evidenoe at
2,15 p.m. on Wednesday, October 15th, but for the sake
of_convenience, the continuation of his evidence is
recorded in ®ii: volume,

On resuming his evidence on Wednesday after-

noon, st 2.15 p.m., Major Harries proceeded:-
MR. LUCAS: Have you anything te say about
the tenure of land either in the "'P'Rust district eor im
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this district?- Individual tenure you mesn - no generally
I have not. It strikes me that there is a tendency on
the part of the Native to have individual land tenure.

But the difficulty of course is the machimery for it.

Let us teke F'P'Rust first. Were there any
instances there of individusl ownership by Natives?= /.h.‘l
there were caces of syndicate ownership, undivided ownership
on a farm bought by a syndicate of Natives.

Have you any experience of individual owner-
ship by Natives?- Not in this country, but on the East
Coast among the Coast Natives there, you have all individual
land tenure there,

Are you able to say what the effeots are
on their advancement?- The Native, of course, feels more
independent, In the first place he realises that any
improvement to his holding ie to his benefit. What struck
me when . was attached to the Tanganyike service was the
simple method which the German Government had instituted
in regard to registration. In the Coast lands you have
a large number of Swahilis who ewn cocoanut producing
lends and who go in for cocoanut growing. The area is
very small, consisting of plots earrying 100 to 200 trees.
The Native owns that and he has a form of title whieh
does not go through the ordinary ehennels through which
the Europesn owner generally has to go. There are no
such complicated formalities as the Buropean has te go
through. The Native has his title and the District
Commissioner's Office has a book. Hies plot is numbered
and it 1s entered im this book, snd if he tranc=fers or
sells his land or mortigages is to amother Native, he
merely goes to the office of the District Commissioner with
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& dooument written in Swahili, containing details, if it is
& mortage or the terms of mortage, or if it is a transfer
the terms of trensfer. 4nd that is entered inte this book
end then it is endorsed by the District Commissiomer and
handed over to the other man and that constitutes perfeot
title, and it costs him mothing at all.

How was the original demarBation made, was there
a survey?= I think se. The ecast lands have been settled
for a long time and when the actual survey took place and
how they were divided into plots, I do not kmow, but it
Wa® meny years ago, because the cocoanut industry is eof
long standing there.

The survey in the ordinery way is a very expensive
business, is it not?- Yes.

Do you know of any way of satisfactorily dealing
with that as far as the Natives are concerned?- I would
suggest that where you have a farm purchased by :.'ha o:mity
of Natives, the survey should be more in the way e# the old
farms were surveyed in the Transvasl in the olden days, where
you had an inspestion. The old farms were not surveyed ,
there was an inspection, that was all. On the old diagrams
the inepeetion report was im this way "You ride from this
kopje ten minutes to another kopje and there you find anether
kopje", tui was how the farms were surveyed before the
gurveyors came and the beacons were plaeed im and you find
1% todaye. It was only later on that a survey was properly
made and that the area was defimitely laid dowmn. If you
wanted to aveid the 'oxpnu of a survey, you could come te
an arrangement whereby the farm was equally divided wp
among the syndicate holders and you were given = diagrem.
you ecould de that om plain paper and you need not have a



surveyor. And if a transfer took plasce to snyone else,
it was done in the same way. That is a eimple form of
registration. 4And it was inexpensive.

CHAIRMAN: When the surveyors went over
these things, they found quite a lot of farms which did
not exist at all?- Yes, quite possibly. But here you
have the main survey and the beacons are on the place and
your area is lald down and you mmet give each man exactly
the number of square roods that he is entitled te, to the
best of your ability.

MR, LUCAS: Have you had attempts to sub-
divide farms held by syndicates? Neo, . am making an
attempt here. I am going to see them next week to ascer-
tain whether we oan avoid =1l these legal expenses whieh
makes the thing come out =o dear.

Have you come across any cases of very heavy
exnensa?) I came across a case here the other day, A
Native Chief came to see me last week. There has been a
long standing dispute snd he said a syndicate have bought a
farm snd they have been disputing the matter for the last
ten years, They had gone ea= far as the Appelhte Division.
The history of the thing was that they had bought a farm
for 210,000 snd they had psid off all but £},200 when the
bondholder foreelose’. Then they raised the money from
a surveyor to ray off the bondholder.  The Surveyer
suggested that the farm should be divided and each co-
purchaser should reeeive his share. They gave the surveyor
a bond ov er the farm for 23,000, 1 said to the Chief
"Why £3,000, you borrewe only 21,8004, He replied that
£1,800 had been the cost of surveying that farm.

How many holders were there?- There were

120 holders.
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You agree that that is an impessible figure to
apply to smell lots which Natives hold in the ordinary way?-
Yes, 1 agree that 1t is.

CSomething has te be done to simplify and echeapen ~
the division?- I quite agrec.

Did you have mu. experience of the squatting
eystem in P'P'Rust?- Yes, I had a good deal of experience
of it.

Did you come across many osses of abuses there on
the part of the landowner, abuses of the power of the land-
owner - Yes. i will net say many, beeause I think the
farmers realised that if they got a bad name among the
Natives they would be boyeotted, ostraecised, I know of a
case where a man was farming with cattle inm a big way and he
was doing quite well., That men treated his squatters badly
and also his easual labourers and they simply would net ge
to work for shxmmy him, s0 much so that he had to sell kim wup.
He appealed to his neighbours and he said "Have you any beys
you ean send over, I have noome to milk my cows=", His meigh-
bour said "Yes, I shall send you over a few beys", but when
he gave instructions to the boys they simply would not go.
The .position got so bad that the man had to sell wp.

That, of course, is a weapon which the Native
has?= Yes, the farmer realises that if he has a bad name
smong the Natives he is going te have a very bad time. My
experience is that you can more or less tell the character
of a man by the number of complaints you get against him.
You know that there is something wrong with a man sbout
whom the Natives are always eomplaining.

Did you get many complaints in P'F'Rust
distriet?= I got one or two complaints abeut men who were
outstandingly bad in their ideas of how = Native should be

treated.
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Cen you give us any idea of the kind of abuses
that they were guilty of?- Thie men 1 had in mind - I
will not mention sny names - the Netives complained that
although they had given 90 days free labour as =quatters,
it took them from =ix to nine monthe in continuous employ-
ment, because for any little complaint which the master
had sgainst them he docked their tieket with so many days.

He instituted a system of fines?- Yes,
he sald "I shell take off four days because you have not
done this or you have not done that". It was something
like “iss! hus trying to get to the top of the mountain,
the more he worked the more he had to work.

Vhen that sort of case occurs, sre the Natives
apt to generalise and make that sort of thing a grievance
against the Europeans generally?= Well, they alk about
it smong themselves, but 1 do not think they generalise
because if they did it would mean that all the Europeans
would suffer. A good farmer who knowr how to treat hie
Natives has no diffieunlty sbout getting labour, no diffi-
culty whatever, end I think you will find that to be the
case generally.

A casre sueh as that one which you mentlion,
would that be due to fallure to understand the Native
language, or failure to explaim things to Natives 7-

No, in Natal it seems to be customary for = man to acquire
s knowledge of either Zulu or kitehen Zulu. The Natives
expect to be snokem to in their own language, but that is
not 20 in the Transvaal. It is an exeention to find a
farmer in the Transvaal who will give his orders to a
Native in his own language, they will speak either Dutech

or English,
Do the Natives generally understand that?-
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Yes, but I think the main reason why the farmer treats his
natives so badly is that he i: rather inclined to think
that the native has no feeling at all, that he is not a
human being in that sense, He seems to think that it
does not matter what you do or what you say, the Native does
not feel it,

Yesterday you spoke about troubles arising
through misunderstanding of one anethers point of view,
misunderstand ing between the Europeans and the Natives?

Do you think that that is a serious source of trouble?-

I think that very often the trouble arising between the
Buropean and the Native is due to the faet that there is a
lack of perfeet understanding, as was explained here this
morning. The Native has perhaps not thoroughly understood
the terms of contract between himself and his employer,and
then there is also the lack of econfidence between the up:loyu't
and the Native. The employer would not put himself out |
at all in order to make things elear to the Native and

that leads to misunderstanding and laeck of confidence.

The employer does not take the trouble to explain to the

Native as to why things are done and generally speaking I
find there is not the necessary personal ocontact between the
two =ections, There may be personal contact between your- |
self and the boy you are employing, but the power behind

that boy, that is the Chief, and the Indunas and those who

are the reople to influence the Native thought, there is ne
contaet between the employers and those Natives. Henoe we
conceive that Native bureau im P'P'Rust to bring about that
contact and have a better understanding between the employer

and the Native.
Bo you think that more oould be dome with the
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Natives, that they could be turned into more useful hel ers
on the farmes if the reasons for what they were dolng were
explained to them more fully?= 1 do not know, it is diffi-
oult to say. I agree with what Mr. Illing said this morning.
A Native seeing a thing often knows why it is done, He
eannot help knowing it. He knowe manure is 'ut on te the
lands to feed the landes and make it -reduce more. He knows
that eattle are dipred to keep them free from ticks and te
kesp them in better econdition, He knows that salt is
gliven to the eattle for the =ame reaseon. There 1= really
ne mason for him to be told why these things are dome, but
ae soom as he gets back to his kraal, his will net apply
these things.

Would net an uneducates person be entitled te
think that jutiing manure on the ground was =ome form of
witeheraft, unless he was told it was food for the soil?-
No, 1 do not itaink =o.

You sald yesterday, when we were dealing with
detribalization, that the tribal system did ot fit now; imn
what way does it not fit the lives of the ordinary Natlves?-
It does not fit the lives of the Natives who are inelimed
to beeome detribalized. Even the ordinary Native in the
loeation finds today that tribal organization has become
irksome., Tare the Northern Transvaal. dost of these
Chiefs are =till influenced by these very old men md they
insist on these conservative ideas of their: and these auto-
eratic rowers which have become irksome. The Native mind
{s ehanging; contact with eivilization has made him more
of an individual than he was before.

Now that form of emaneipation is generally
spoken of with regard to the men. Do you notice it alse
with regard te the women?- Yes, we do notiee it lately,
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beeause they are going more into domestic service mew than
they did fifty years ago. I am speaking of the Native in
the back parte of Sekukuniland, Zebedeila, ete. They are
going into domesatic service and they are becoming emaneipated.
The result of their going inte domestic serviee is that they
are becoming mwore inderendent.

How does that emaneipation in the women show
itself?- In their independence and in the chattering of
the warital power, A very large facter which has ehanged
the soeial 1ife of the Native in the Transveal is the intro-
duetion of alien labour.

In what way?= You ge through Louls Trichardt,
Flietersburg and P'P'Rust, and . doubt whether you will find
many farms on which you will mnet find up te twenty Nyasaland
boys and Northern and Southern Rhedesian Natives employed.

How has that produeed a result en the tribal
system, how hae tiat had the effeet which you mention?= In
P'P'Rust espeeclally, where you have ad joining Zebedeila's
loeation the eitrus estates employing 1600 lsbourers of whom
there were P00 Nyasalsnd boye when I left, the effeot is
noticeable. In the weekends they break bounds and they
go off in search of beer and wcmen. These boys are lavish
with their money. You have nearly all these men living
with a woman whem they have enticed away from Sheir homes
or from their husbands in the loceation. Only a eouple of
months ago ] heard two women talking about Nyssaland boys
and I put it to them; I said what is it that attraets yeu
women to these Nyssaland boys, why do you leave your hus-
bands to go and live with these boys, and they sald epenly
that it was the money. They said to me "These boyr dom
not ex-ect us to go sbout In skins; they give us money for

clethes and finmery and that i+ why we have left our husbande
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TO go to them. These alien boys coming im has upset the
soclal system altogether, and one finds a lot of these
women living in adultery with these boys.

Do you know of any of these Nyasaland boys
returning to Nyasaland, or have they become permanent
residents here?- Quite a number of them have been in
the country for a long time now, but they are constantly
going backward and forward. In the main they are going
baeck. We came across one the other day, he had been arrested
on a miner charge and was taken to the charge office ani
searched and we found a belt containing £250 in gold on
him, He was on his way back to Nyasaland.

%0 that their unions with these women are purely
temporary affairs?- In some ocases the women have even gone
baek with them.

Do you think that is likely to be an increasing
phenomenon ?- It was up to the time I left, =0 much so
that very strong representations were made by the Chiefs
to make it a eriminal offence for these Nyasaland boys teo
commit adultery with these loecal Native women. Those
resresentations were sent forward, but of course it ecould
not be done. But in Natal it is a eriminal offence for a
Native to commit adultery. It is eriminal under the Native
code here in Natal.

That is a breakdown in the social system through

this importation of boys from Nyasaland®x. Can you point
to any other results from this influx of these extra Union
Natives?- Well, we have had eomplainis made by the
Natives that these Nyasaland Natives were de riving them
of their jebs. They sald these people were épriving them
of the work which they dwould get, and es ecially from
Zebedeila's location did I get representations asking me
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if I eould not do something for them. These Natives
sald to me "Those Nyasaland boys are taking the work which
we should do. Cannet you help us." I said "Yes, you come
along and promise me that if the 800 boys are removed from
the Zebedeila Estates yow will fill their places. We
will tell them to go, we will give them notiee, if you
will rromise to come and fill their places."” The tendeney
on the part of the farmer there is to engage the alien
Native rather than the local Native. For this reason,
that the boy who comes from Nyasaland is permanent for at
least three years, He walks all the way from Blantyre
and it 1= three years before he even thinks of going baek,
where as the loeal Native will stay for jerhaps six menths
and as soon as the rain starts, off he goes to his loeation.
The farmers peefer these outside boys because, for one
thing they are more permanent, and they are good workers.

In those last five years that you were there,
vas the mumber of these extira Union Natives inereasing?-
Yes, it was.

They were coming to the Union in larger numbers?-
Yes, they were increasing tremendously. They had a depot
at Meseina and at Louis Trichardt. Messina 1s suppesed
to be the port of entry. They found out very soon that
'{f they reported at Messina there were seizel and sent to
the De.ot at Lomis Trichardi, where they are issued out
by the Covernment and the farwer has te pay a eapitation
fee. They did not like things as Lhey were done 8o
they left Messina out and they trekked through dl along
the Limpopo and they went as far as they wmuld. Then
they were arrested by the police under the pass laws and
they were findd possibly £1 or seven days and when they
eame out they were given a pass to look for work. Their
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object was to get to Johannesturg.  They are not allowed
t0 o thers but they gradually trek and move on until they
Eet there,

Do they pay the Union tax?=  Yaes, if they
have been in the country 12 months,  Before the tax falls
due snd csnnot show that they have paid tax in thelr own

country or origin for the ourrent year,

You told us yesterdsy sbout the Amalaitas, Have
you nad sny experience of Natives, after being coavicted
for some orime in the town, being repetriated to their
tribet=- Yes, there are quite a lot of ceses of that
kind,

Wat is the result of such repetriationte I
do not know whether that applies to Natal as well, but in
the Northera Trapsveaal it started about 1909, when the
Government decided to repatriste all inocorrigible oriminalas,
It was dons through the Native Affairs Department, They
were sent bagk to thelir own homes under esoomt and, with
one exception, I found 1n every oase that when the Native
got bagk to his tribe he became quite a law-sbiding person
again, There was a grest change.

What do you put that down to?7- It 1s the
influence of his tribe whioh secms to have some effect,

He was no worse than any other member of the tribe and
I put that down to the fact that he was removed from
bis orimina)l sssoclates in the large ocentres. When
ne ,cutononmun--masmutm
and he 14 not sesn to bhave amy desire to indulge in
these oriminal exploits of which he had been guilty im
the towns, .

Taking the P'r'Rust area, is your experience
the same as it 12 elsewhere that the Native 1s a very
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law sbiding personte Yes, Of course, P'P'Rust is rether
7 bad place for culpable homicide really, We have &
tromendous roll there every session due to the presence
‘nere of the alien Netives, These Rhodesisr Natives in
have no compunction im using their knives, If they want
a womsn and she refuses them, they have no compunction im
stabuing her, That happens time and agaian, But on
the whole I sp9uld say that Netives sre very law abiding.

Mr, Gilbertson at P'P'Rust complained that
Kative Commiss loners were not allowed to use their dis-
gretion « or rather to use thelr initiative in dealing
with netives except in the instance of a buresu which you
foanded. He pointed out that thet burssu wes entirely
dus to your efforts, without any encouragement from
outeide, Now what I want to know is this, - doss the
present system of the administration of Native affairs
encourage any initistive?= No, I must say that I have
a feeling that any innovation tpnl is introduced in the
system of Native administration is looked upon with
profound susploion and I also feel that the man who
introdudes an ilnnovation, who is responsible for an
innovation, is regarded as an absolute mmyam nuisance,
That is the feeling which I have, rightly or wrongly.

Do you consider that the subject is ocue in
which there should be scope for initiative?- Yes certatinly,
There is nothing which oalls for it more than Native
administration - an administration where you deal with
a primitive people whose minds sre graduslly expending.

You hold your quarterly nﬁtlngﬂ- Yos

with the Chiefe.
Did you ever get any of the De mrtment Officlals

- .
Wﬂu%m Native Affairs Departsent?
Aas it ds et gesay
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Yoo, thet ir whet I mean?- No, never.

Have you ever invited amy?- I got Mr, de Blere
to attend onoe. He attended the last meeting I had in
connection with the formetion of this buresu, The Native
Welfare Officer was thers too, When the report regarding
the buresu was submitted to the Secretary for Native Affaire
he sent these two gmtlemen out to oomsult with the farmers
and wyself,

Do you think there 1is enough oontact between
the Head Office of Native Affairs and these meetings of
Chiefea? There certainly is not, there is no contact
st all. I want to be very frank on that., The only
gontact which the Native has had with anything associated
with the Head Office are visits from the Native Affairs
Commission, They visited us twice in the Northern
Transvaal when I was there; but I have never seen the
Seoretary for Native Affairs there, or amyone else from
the Department,

We have had instances of Native CGommiss ioners
being moved from districts in which they have hed cone
sidereable experience to districts entirely different, to
distriots where there were entirely different Native
tribes. Do you think that that is sound?- I do not
think so.

It is wasteful?~ Yes, & Native Commise ioner
who has been a long time in s distriet and who is sttached
to his work has made a study of the Native, He 1a
planted somewhere else snd all his experience seems to
be lost, He has to leam things all over sgain. In my
case here, for instance, I am very glad of the oppor-
tunity of getting to know something of the Zulus, I
was tweatyfive years among the other tribes in the
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Northern Transveal. All that is finished now. It has
tought me how %o approximate the Native mind, but I cennot
apply that experience in the same way as it cen be epplied
in the Northern Tranavaasl,

DR . ROBERTS: That is quite true, but you
must remember that we sre inundeted with compleints from
Commissioners whousay "Are you going to leave me here for
ever"?e Well, that man should be transferred because
be has ceased to have an interest in his work.

MR . LUGAS: I54% not because, by being kept
there, he sees no prospect of promotion?- Yes, that is
very true and 1t may be so., It may be for domestie ressons,
the education of his ghildren, he should get away,

DR, ROBERTS: I say that in defence of the
Departuent?=- Yes, I understand that.

¥R, LUCAS: Now you have had your experience
in the Northern Transvaal and only a very brief experience
here, Are you able at this stage to maln any comperisom
of the conditions in the two aress. If differences were
pointed out, they sometimes set one on the right track
for investigating?- I do not think that I have been
here long enough to speak definitely on points of oom-
parison, I find things very different here from what
they sre in the Northern Transveal and I find conditions
very diffdrent from what I expected them to be, I wamt
to say this, that I am rather inolined to thiak that the
geners 1l attitude towards the Native strikes me as a
11t%le b4t more bharsh in Natal than one finde it in
the Trapsvaal,

¥ov in the Trensvaal, ﬁnt would you regard
as the limit of the warking age of the Natives. At what
age & they begin to have to work and up to what age do
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they continuet- Ususlly the Native works until he is
exempted - that is if you mesn ordinery ferm work.

I mean generally, you osn specify if you
want to?= On ferme the squatter works until he is exempt
and you estimete the age of exemption at about &5,

Do they work as late as €57« Yes, if he
is sn ablebodied Native, A man of 65 on the fam would
not be doing the ordinary heavy work; he would be doing
1ight work. I should think that they would bhe going wmut
to work say from 15 to 50, or perhaps to 58,

Do you find oceses where the ohildren of ten
or twelve are required to work?- On the farms, yes.

But not to the seme extent as you find down here, and it is
not generally a condition with the squatter in the Transveal
thet his whole family should work, but in some crses the
14ttle boys are perhaps required to herd the oslves or

feed the pige and then they are paid for 1%, It is apart
from the contrast sltogether. The master and servantas

sot allows the father to contraet the servioce of hies child
up to 16, but very few in the Transvaal have done that.

Do you think it is a sound thing shat
ohildren as young as 10 or 12 years should be required to
work?= No, I do not, beocause,speaking from the Tranavasl
point of view == the adult members of the krasl are at
work and the children are supposed %0 look after the goats
and the sheep at home, I do not really think that there
1s any need at all for them to work, but it does not do
any harm, they ldke 1%,

Is the supply of labour for the famers in
the Transvaal greater than it is in this district?- |Jo,
1 do not think so.

Why should they require the whole femily to
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work bere, imoluding the young ohildren?- I have not
gone 1nto that yet. I may say that we have a squatting
systen in East Africs, Before they introduced the leaw
with regard to squatters, they investigsted conditions
here, or they studied the law here, and they brought in

& law there sod they said "You can have squatters, bus you
wust regdster them". "You mey not have a man living on
your ferm unless he 1s & registered squatter and you must
provide him with the following benefits « lands, wood for
building, grezing and so on, and you must employ him
continuously throughout the ysar and pay him half the
ourrent rate of wages - no fres lsbour,"

And how does that work?- Voery well indeed,

Has it produced the evils of the squatting
syeten which you have here, overstocking for ome thing?-
I do net think you have the evils of overstoocking on
ferms there, begause the famer will now allow 1%, you
have not got this overstocking there which you hsve in
the Native aress here, But 1t has certsinly made the
Native squatter mugh more comtented, He gets his
money at the end of the month and bis women folk, if they
work, == I am now talking of the coffee planters -e during
the ooffee season they are oalled upon to help ploking
the coffee snd they are pald the ordinary rate and on
my Mother's holding, she hss had servents there for over
20 years and they have bedome quite skilled workmen in
the ooffee plantations,.

MAJOR ANDERSCGN:  They do mot objeot to the
cont inuous lsbourt?- No, they do nmot. Of oourse, condi-
tions sre different there. They have not got the
2."‘_"1-% which they have in South Africs of the large
towns, and the lerge labour centres. They have nowhere
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else to go. There 1s o large gold mining ocentre theve.
If they leave oue farm they have %o 20 to snother., A

very limited number are employed in Nairobi, the number
in faect is infinitesimel,

MR . LUCAS: You made sone eomparisons with

Xenya and other parte of Oentral Africa, Are there any ‘
suggestions which you osn make in respect of our investiga-
tions for improvements here, based on whnat is done there?- !
Exoept that we might make greater efforts towards tesching
the Natives how to famm,. They certeinly ha'e made very
doteareined e¢fforts thevre to get the Nativea to improve
thelr methode in locations by having experimental famms,
¥ative experimental fame, and by having trained men %o
go round. They have what they oall Agriocultural Offigers
to see® that the methods nre being carried out. And in
Teugeuyike esspeolally, you will find that the Nstive is
veginuing to respond in a very gratifying meswmre to the
tastruotions whioh he 13 receiving.

These Agrioultural Officers, sre they Natives?t-
Yes, properly trained Fatives,

And the result has bemm good?- Yes, especially
in the produstion of o’otton smiong the Tenganyike Natives,

Now in the P'P'Rust district, d4d you have
many master and servants gases?= Yes, quite a number,

Any ossee against employers?- Yes, but it
1e not every case of complaint that comes to cours. The
officer dealing with Hative Affairs 1s tae link between
the Native and employer. Complaiata made by Natives or
by employers in most oRses would be investigated, and if
there is & misunderstanding, the watter does not ocome %o
sours., It is only where the Native deserts from the
farm or refuses t0 o8rry out instructions and is defiant
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that the case comes to court, Still quite a number come ‘
to ocours,

Are they prasticslly all cases against the
servantat= And vice versa,

Were there meuy gsses agalnst the employers?-
Hot nearly as many as against the servants. There are
naturs 11y more serveuts then masters, but there have been
casen of withholding weges, And here and there there
were osses of asssult or illegally docking & man's tioket,

Txalke the cases of asssult, is there any
advantage in the Master and Servants Aot over the acommon
law?= No. ;

And take the withholding of wages, is there
eny advantege in the Master and Servanta Aet?=- In whieh
respeot.

Over the common lawf?~ No, I do mot think so,

I am Srying to find out whet advantages there ‘
ars in the Master and Servants Act. if sany, over the ocommon
lawj- The Master and Servents Act is out of date altogethe:
The Mester snd Servents Act in the Ca@e , Transvesl snd
Natal are all idemtiosl, with very small varietions. The
Gape Act was promulgated in 1865, and 1881 in the Transvaal
and 4n 1604 im Natal,  Well, conditions heve so changed
ginoe those dates that those laws do not fit ina today,

Gould you, a® a reault of your experience,
tell us 1n what way the Aot in the Transvasl does not fit !

in, I thiak that Act 1s based oz an Act of 18507- Yeg
I believe so,

Will you tell us how, as a result of yowr
experience , you found that it did vot fit int- Up to
recently, of course, wien the Collins Amerdment Act game
in 4o 1928, it was quite impossible to apply it %o & Native



Squatter unless he had already commenced his servigce,
Decsuse untll he had commenced his service he was not

his servant under the Act, But onoe he commensed his
servige, ne was a servant, Them the Collins Aot came in
and wade the Aot applicable to tnose when they wore under
8 labour contract, but in meny ways you find that the
provisions of the Aet d> not fit im with present day
conditioas ard it stands %o resson that if an ect was
sromalgated in 1830, thne conditions todey must be very
different from the conditions, the farming conditions and
the conditions of 1ife and tihe conditions generally
smong the Natives then, They were very different a
nundred yesrs ago fram what they are today. There 1a,
of gourse, the mechinery for putting the Act into operstiom,
You are s meater, and you tell your boyes you are going

to somplain and that they have to e at court. That
doss not apply today snd no action onn be taken under
the Aot by the poliee unless an affidavit 1s lodged and

s warrant is issued for the arreet of the ¥ative. Some=
times a farmer mey have a gemine ocorplain* against a
squatter. He has to ride 30 or 40 miles to make a sworn
statement agalnst the boy acd then a werrant is issued
and then he has to go back and get evidence. Vell,
rether than do that, he lets the thing go by the board
snd the result iz thet no actiom is taken, Well, as
you will reslise, that sort of thing hes a very bad

effect on diseipline,
And Af the Native wants to lay a somplaint

sgainst his Mester, he has to go through the same progedure?=
Yes.

What are your views about the establisiment

of Native villages or Native townshipsg- I am not #ll ,
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APout the residextial locstions sush as some of the
Transvea] mudkipalities have, but of the village townsnips?-
Where a Netive can asoquire a stand and build his own house;
in large centres, like Johannesburg and Pretoria, you have
these villeges Just outside; you have m on the way from
Johannesbarg to Fretoria.

There is one near Johapnesbum 7= Yes, and
Just outside Pretoria you have a Native village whers the
Natives gan buy stands and bulld their owmn homesp., I
think 1t is a very excellent idea, There i2 a glass of
Native who is attracted to town 1life and wants some home
of his om. He is eaming a fairly good wage and he
wants & place where he ¢en build his own home, and I do
not see any reason why he should mot have it.

pid you have say instances in P'P'Rust of
attempts among the Natives to co-operative for producing
or for selling?- Mo,

Do you know of any attempts among the Natives
in that direction, for benking faeilities, for instancef?-
¥o, I do not.

Ll

THE COMMIS:ION ADJOUNRED AT 3.5 p.m. xak
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