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NATIVE ECONOMIC COMMISSION.

lg-
HARDING, OCTOBER 1930, 10 a.m.

THIRTIETH PUBLIC SITTING.

Dr. J.E. Iﬁllﬂ'l} (Oh.ll'-l,.
Major R.W. Anderson. Dr. A.W. Roberts.

Mr. F.A.W. Iucas, K.C. Senator P.W. le Roux van Nlekerk.

Mr. A.M. Mostert. Dr. H.C.M. Fourle.
Mr. C. ’.,'. (3“!0‘!!)‘).

MINUTES OF EVIDENCE.
MR. HERMAN SANGMEISTER, called and examined:

You are the Magistrate of thie Distriet, and Native Com-
missioner 7= I am the Acting Magistrate of this District.
I have a statement of evidence here, which I should like to
submit. First of all, I deal with the guestion of tribal
and detribalised natives. Detribalization is, I think, to
some extent due to town life being more attractive to the
educated and moderately educated native, and also to the bet-
ter wages paid in tovns on the whole. They are more readily
abl‘o to find employment to their liking in towns. In regard
to the lobolo system, to a great extent it is the cause a&f
over-stockinz of locations. Cattle are still chiefly used in
payment of lobolo, and consequently many more useless animals
are being kept than would be the case if the custom did mot
exist. Money of course may be paid in place of stoeck but this
is seldom done,as cattle :;n emall stock are gemerally requir-
ed by the bride'e people, and the bridegroom can as & rule
purchase a young animal for less than the present legal cash
equivalent. If lobolo had %o be paid in cash only, useless
sorub cattle and small stock would graduslly more or less

disappear. It is fully realised, however, that such a change
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would meet with more or less disapproval by the natives. The

o 3

ey

custom of lobolo gives the native woman a certain status
whieh she wauld otherwise not emjoy. Today some farmers
8%1l1l breed absolutely useless cattle merely for this trade,
which is a deplorable state of affairs and which is detrimen- 1
tal to progress.

MR. LUCAS: When you say some farmers breed useless cat-

tle for this trade, do you mean European farmers 7- Yes.
Lobolo might also be reduced comsiderably to advantage. Ou.th
to the young men only work intermitteatly they take years to
pay off their lobolo, sometimes the balance due being pald out
of the lobolo received for their daughters. In many cases one
might almost say the majority of cases, the bridegroom elect
lives with his future wife as soom as a beast or two have been
paid on account of the lobolo. One or more children are gen-
erally born before the marriage is actually celebrated, and
often the one or other changes his or her affections in the
meantime: with the result that these children are branded
illegitimates, and become the property of the mother's hut.

The parents receive =0 many head of cattle as damages, and

seem to care little about their daughter's honmour. Im fact,

Af the illegitimate issue happens to be a girl, she is looked
upon as a financial asset. With a reasonable cash lobole, |

the men would be able to earm thelr requirements for lobolo
within a year or two, and with the abolition of lobolo claimg,

as well as ¢laims for damages, where a girl has been allowed
to live with her lover before actual marriage, this state
of affairs would, I venture %o hink, disappear.
On the question of the adequaecy of, and the congestion
in locations, the locations in this district should be u:r:.lo!.on'l
|
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for the regquirements of the native population for some time
to come» provided the various areas are put to the best econo-

|
i
mie use, which is certainly not being done at present. Chiefs
and natives, of course, do not agree with the above view, as *
thelir main ory is that they have not emough land. Every en-
deavour should be made to make them realise that the concen-
tratlon of kreal sites and gardens is essential to get the
best use out of their locatioms, but I fear they will be slow
to appreciate this faect.

They will aleo have to realise that they must do away
with the useless stock kept at present, and that by keeping .
less but better animals they will rea.ly make better provision |
for the requirements of their needes at the kraals. At firset
assistanse might be given by providing & mumber of good bulls,
eta. Gardens should be judiciously grouped and of course
better cultivated than at present. Indisoriminate burning
of veld is also harmful for the grazing.

DR. ROBERTS: Is there a great deal of that today 7= Yes,
there is a lot of thats

The native population of the distriet numbers roughly
38,000, of which it is estimated about 25,000 live in the

locations, which are approximately 155,600 scres in extent.
Cattle in the locations number about 37,000, horses 1,500,
sheep 15,000, and goats 23,000.

I now come to the guestion of mative agrioulture, and I
want to sey that the standard of native agriculture is still
very poor, although during the last few years natives in
locations, as well as on farme, have taken to using fertilis-

.. @erse A mative agricultural demomstrator was appointed to
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this distriet two years ago, and is working in the various
locatione in turn. This has already bornesome frult, and as

time goes on will improve the standard of agriculture gemer-

ally.
It is astonishing how slow natives have been in effecting

any improvements to their lande, considering that mahy of them

have worked or ploughed, planted and reaped, for European far-
mers for years, and have seen the results of thorough eulti-
vation; yet they will not go to the trouble of doing the same
for themselves.

It is realised that every native cammot be the possessor
of a plough, sewing machine, ete., and a pan of oxemn, but co-
operation between a number of neighbouring kraals would ﬂ.l-: |

come any diffieculties in this respect.

One also often hears it ssid that they find it difficult
to do any cultivating because when most wanted at home for |
this purpose, they are also required by the Europeans and can-
not get the necessary leave. That, too, could be overcome
by cultivating each other's land in turm, as all the males
are never away from their kraals at the same time. Another

trouble is that when natives do get leave to go home for a few

days to see to their ploughing, ete., they will not attend to
their Jjobs with ox;pcuthln. but take quite an umnecessarily
long tiu' to eultivate their few acres.

I shall now deal with the subject of land, as set out in
your guestionnaire. As I said earlier on, the great majority
of the natives in this distriet live in locations. The remain-
der live on Europemm or native-owned farms, or on crown lands.
About 35 farms are owned by matives. Native tenants on these
farms pay rent, gemerally £2 per hut and the usual ganddne.
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The same rent is pald by tensmts on Crown Lands. Those
living on European farms render service in lieu of payment of
rent. As & rule, each male able-bodied inmate has to render
service for six months during the year, at an average wage of

S B bl iy i el

15/- to £1 adults, and 5/- to 10/- boys. Women have to turm
out periodically to do sueh work as weeding, reaping, ese.,
for small payments, often in kind. Girls may have to work as

domestic servants for three to six months s year at 5/- to 10/= }
a month.

Many Zuropeans today incline to the view that allowing na-
tives to squat on their farms is ecomomically umsound, that it
pays better to employ natives from native areas, instead of

giving them land to plough and graszing for their stoek. Their
huts are the usual mud or wattle and daud huts, with grass

roofs, and are quite satisfsctory. The material for ssme is

obtained from the location, or adjoining farms,for s few shil-
lings, or togt labour. Soge of the wood is takem out of the
forests in locations., In some of the more remote parts of the

location it would be advantageous, I consider, to have small
wattle plantations %o supply thelr needs, both for building
material and firewcod.

Now I come to mative migration, and I cansay that very
Little, if any, takes place from this area %o urban areas.
Inter-rural migration,generally due to matives desiring to
Join relatives, or to a difference with their chief, does take
take. No natives are introduced to this distriet from extra-
Union territories.

You put the guestion of mortality among adults and ehil-
dren. It is somewhat difficult to deal with this, as birkhs

and deaths are no lomger registered. Want of knowledge of tb

cmm———
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rudiments of health and diagnoske of diseases - everything more
or less being "bkehlano" - is the cause of meny deaths. That

practically covers anything - any cold ie included, Chest
trouble, ete. ZLverything is put down %o the same thing, and

b

I think they even cell maleria the same thing. Correet troate

ment would undoubtedly seve many a life. Went of knowledge
of hyglene, especislly in case of ppldemies, also takes it
tell. Dileting 1o unknown to the nstiive. |

So far ar children are congermed, it is generslly speak-
ing & case of the survival of the fittest; owing to want of
koowledgze of proper treatment infant mortality if fairly heavy.

Now I come to the guestion of native labour. The genmeral
labour oomditions are good im the Distriet, as is generslly the
case in rural sreas., Servants are well housed and fed. Labour
supply Lls plentiful. The wages pald by farmers to non-tenants
are about 30/« to £2 per month, plus food and quarters. These
are quite adeguate for ordinary tribsl natiwes, bearing in
nind their present requirements and mode of living, especially
if they would only work for lomger ;porl.odi during the year in-
stead of merely from three to six months, Wages are gemerally

paid monthly, but more often than mot, when a native commencen
service, he has already had an advance. The native never ssves
for a rainy day; be always leads & happy existence in the
present, and as soon as he finds that he reguires money to

neet a debt or %o pey a doctor or taxes, he runs o & European
for an advsnce.

Some sort of domestic male servants - cooks - are fairly

readily obtainable, but the degree of eificlency varies consi-
derably; some calling themselves cooks can do very little

3 more than rough kitehen work. A reslly good cook commands a

1
I
!
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better wage than ordinary labourers - generally 22 to £3.

The better cooks, unless kept at home by family ties, usually

g0 %o towns to work, where 1 understand they command a wage

of from £3 %o £5.10.0, but eften they have to do comsiderably

more work, including such extras as washing in some instances.
Trained native female serbants are not so readily ob-

tainable, especlally in the villages. yuite a number of these

who find their wag to the villages or towns generally are

immoral girls who have lost caste at their krmsals; quite a

|

number suffer from venereal disease. It is very much advoea ,

today, and I agree, that all femsle domestic serbvants, more es-
pecially nurse-girls, should be compelled to submit themselves

to a medleal examination before being employed, and of course
to treatméht, if necessary., The same should apply teo natives

generally working with foodstuffs, such as meat and milk, for
instance.

On the subject of education, the only schools in this dis-
trict are mission sechools. Om the whole, education is very
limited, generally only to reading snd writing. More attentionm
ghould, I think, be pald to teaching natives useful handicrafts
and better methods of agriculture. The little education which
natives receuve does not increase their earnlng capscity and
wage rates, I should say, certainly not in rursl areas.

Under the heading of passes, I consider that inter-Provine-
e¢ial passes should be abolished, and also identification passes,
and the persomal tax receipt should be =0 framed as %o be a
receipt and an indentification pase at the same time.

On the guestion of loans %0 natives, and the provisioms of
Natal Act 41/1908, I may say that this Aot as passed and inter-

———"preted by the Natal Division of the Supreme Court and the
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Appellate Division stifles the natives rather tham helps them,
because, if a native is in difficultyles and anyone is pre-
pared to assist him, he can only do so to proteet himself,
by going through the formula prescribed. The intention of
the Act is sound, viz: to protect natives augalnst unserapulous
money lenders. As it stands today, however, there must be
cases of hardship resulting therefrom, as for instance in case
of illness, or cases of natives having been gonvicted of minor

offences, being aumable to pay the fine, amd having to serve

a term of lmprisonment.
It ie suggested that the Act ‘be amended so as to allow

loans, not exceeding a certain amount, and not bearing inter-
est exgeeding a certaln percentage, without the necessity of
the preseribed formalities being complied with.

Under the heading of "Administration of the Rural Native
Areas™, I feel that the preosent system of the Chlef exercising
tribal control les satisfactory. Thers are of course cases
where chiefl: show di:stimet favouritism, but the sgzrieved party
may always appeal Lo the kagistrate. Om the whole I think
the chiefs with the assistance of their tribal indunas adminis-
ter their trival affairs very well. Chiefis have expressed
the opinion that they should be ailowed to fine natives of
their tribes disregarding their lawful orders in regard to

their allotments, grazing or residential sites.
It is to be regretted that chiefs' soms, who will one day

fill their respomsible positions themselves, are not compelled
to attend the Zulu National Training Institution at Nongoma,

or & similar Institation for that matter, for = number of
years., Here they would, besides the ordinary escholastie
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education receive inetruetion in better methods of agriculture,
native law, hygieme, ete. This educstion would, I think, bene-

f£1% the whols native populstion in course of time through the
influence and example of their chiefe.
THE CHATRMAN: On the question of wages, are you CcOmpar.
porely the amount of cash received ? Are you taking only the
cach wages 7- Yes, that is all.
You are comparing the condition of the tenant with that |
of the native who works in a town 7- WNo, if he has to pay l

rent in town and has %o supply his own food, naturally I take |

it hie wages there would not be more tham the wages recelved
here. Not on the baeie of the wages which I have given. I nn—l
not speak with much authority on that. I have been stationed
ae a rule in country villages, that is, as a maglstrate at any '

rate.

Now you say that farmers breed cattle for selling to ns-

tives for lobolo 7= Yes, there are occasions where they do
have sorub ¢attle rather than good breeds, and if there were
no such trade to be dome the chances are that they would have
40 improve their stock, otherwise they would not be able to do

any business.
Is there a merket for that among the natives ?- Yes,

there is. The natives will buy that sort of stuff.

Now on the burning of veld, do the natives here go in for
the burning of veld 7= Yes, of couree they do. If anyome
wants to burn his particular little grazing plot,he burns it.
ifhey do that at all times. |

There is of course a grazing problem 7= Yes, these people
herex would put in a fire and burn the whole of the veld.

R S—
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Now, in regard to agricultare, you spesk of natives who
use fertilisers, are these artifieial fertilisers ?- Yes.
Does that occur frequently, or is it an exception 7=
I think they ars using fertilisers to q_t.u.to e coneiderable
extent. I cannot give you any idea of how much it is, but

from genersal conversatioms which I have ‘had with farmere, and

from what I have had from natives themselvee, I should say

that they use guite a consl derable amount today, snd they are
using more and more of it as time goes on. There is certainly
o marked improvement in that respect.

Then you say that many Buropeans today ineclime to the
view that sllowing natives to squat on thelr farms is economi-
cally unscund, Now, is there sufficient labour available here
of that nature 7= Yes, undoubtedly there is. The native pop~-
ulation here is large. Speaking from memory purely, I think |
* he taxpayers number guite 9,000.

And does that labour come out to the farms 7- Yes,

In view of that, do magy of the farms still continue to
keep on tenants ?- Yes, they do, but the idea is to reduce
them. In the olden days, they would probably have a number of
kraals, whereas today many of them would reduce that number
t, domestioc hute and somes sthers, some relisble boys, whom
they do not want %o get rid of. I thimk every farmer stillhas
som® boys om his farms today, but mot so many as he used to
have in the past.

The natives who have been evicted in thet way, where have

they gone ?- Sometimes they go to locations or toCbown lands,
or t0 a native farm. m ma jority would go to the locations.
Is that in this distriet ?- Yes, in this district.
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So generally speaking one must expect to finmd a denser
population now in the locations than was the case in 1921 ?-
Yes, I think so, slightly denser.

Under the item of loans %o natives, what are the for-
malitiesk which have to be gone through ?- They have to sign
a document before a Justice of the peace or a magistrate. As

a2 matter of fact the present Native High Court, the Civil
Court, have of course held differently to the two higher
courts, but I do not kmow what 1es golng to be the result.

Has the Native High Court given a decision in conflict
«ith #he Appellate Division ?- Yes, any way %o a certain
extent.

MR. MOSTERT: Is that recently 7- Yes.

Is there a hardship in their having to sign this thing
before a Justiosof the peace 7- Well, say for arzument's
eake that a man twenty miles away wants to borrow a small
amount of a few pounds and he does not want to commence ser-
vice. It means that if the farmer does give it to him he
has no redress if the man subsequently declines to pay up.

MR. LUCAS: Gemerally, are not your natives homest in
paying back 7= Yes, generally they are very honest.

Is not that recognised by most people 7= Yes, pos=ibly
that may be so, but still --- '

I am just thinkkng of the sotusl practicsl difficulties
7= Yes. .

If a native agrees to work, is there any necessity for
a contract ?- No. Of course, there are ordinary loens with-
out any servige having to be done.

THE CHAIRMAN: Towards the emd of your statement you

e ——
deal with natives appealing from the decisions of their chiefs.
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Now in asctual practice is it possible for a native to appeal to
a magistrate away from his own chief ?- Yes, it is not only
possible, they do it. If a chief has made some order and the
native thinks it is not just, he can come here and we go into
it. We have disputes over gardens and all sorts of things of
that kind.

In actual practice, after a native has received 2 Jjudgment
from a magistrate, if the chief's decision is reversed, is the
position of thet native a comfortable ome in the reserve ?7-
0f course, there may be cases where 1t is not, but I do not see
any hardship. %here might be cases, in faect I dare say there
are cases, but not as a whole., There are other matters under
this list of questione whieh you have sent to me which I have
not dealt with.

MR. LE ROUX VAN NIEKERK: Can we give the chiefs more
power than they have today 7-, In what respect do you mean,
whether they can have more power?

Can they have more control over their tribes? You see,
the ery today ie that the chiefs should be given more power
over their tribes. Do you think that 1s right ?- I think they
have a falr amount of power and I do mot know whether it would
be advisable t¢v inorease that power very much. In some res-
pectes it might be advisable. It was suggested by some natives
that the chiefs should be entitled to fine a man who disregar-
ded their orders in regard to the allotment of sites. Well,
if you gave them power in little matters like that, I do not
thinkthere would be any harm in it.

DR. ROBERTS: Would not that be an unwise thing decause
—___the fines would invariably go inte the pockets of the chiefs

I ———
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who imposed them?- Yes, it might have some effect, which would
be undesirable. They might perhaps go a little further than
they would otherwise, here and there. They ars only human, and
besides they are not educated in very many cases.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Are the chiefs losing their control
f=+ I do mot kmow. I do mot think on the whole that I could
say that they have lest comtrol over their people.

MAJOR ANDERZON: Would it be possible to have a system '

of fines imposed by the chiefs under which the fines were not

appropriated by the chiefs, but paid into revenue 7- I do not

l
think they would appreciate that. 1
DR. ROBERTS: All these cases by the chiefs are not recor- ‘

ded, are they 7« Thet is so. They had to register their judg-
ment in clivil ceces at this office, but that has been done away
with, although they still carry om here. A good chief 1 think ‘

can alwaye exerecise the nececsary control over his tribe. ‘
‘here are exceptions; we know that some chiefe are not up to
standard. That is why I remarked here that if they could get
some sort of training at a college or imstitution it would be a

good thing. I have mentiomed the particular one at Nongoma.
It 1» the objeot of that school to undertake that class of work,

e ——

and to some extent it is under Govermment comirel. If they
could get a certain amount of traiming there, my idea is that

they would gradually improve very considerably., We hade one or
two excellent chiefs in this distriet, bdut on the other hand

we also have one or two whom I do not think mugh of. Of course,

that sort of thing you find in every district. 4
SENATOR VAN NIBKERK: Speaking of the 35 farms which you

say are owned by nmatives, is thet private property ?- Yes, they



MR, H. SANGMEISTER. -21l28-

bought those farms from the Uovernment many years ago.
pid they buy those farms ss a community ?- No, they ¢ ’
generally owned by one men and his family. Fow and “m
come scross casee where they have bougkt in partnership amd
where they have rent-paying tenants on sueh farme.
They pay £2 per year in such cases, 40 they P~ Yes,

ie 80,

THE CHAIRMAN: Do they have labour tenants ?- No, they

do not earry on any farming themselves.
MR. IUCAS: Can yofi get us the particulars in regard to
the conditions ander which these tenants life ¢n these native

farme 7= Yes, 1 think so. Generally they pay rens, I think it

is something like 22 for a hut.

And what do they get in return for that £2 ?= They are
allowed to reside on the land and they get the asual garden
plots. Of gource, those plots I do not think would exoeed two
or three agres per hut.

And what about their stock 7= Yes, they would have the
Aght to graze their stock on the lands of those farms.

Do any of them have to work for the owners 7= No, I deo
not think so. Of course, I cannot say that with certainty,
although I am pretty certain that it is not so.

DR. HOBERTS: With regard to thés troublesome business of
venereal disease, you would not worry the girls with regard teo

mdergoing an examinstion until they ceme to spply for a situa-
tion 7= Yes, I take 1t that would de so.

|

i

|
|

1

1
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|

You would not extend it 7= No, that is so., I fully real-

ise that it might affect the labour supply. It might have &

serious effect, and they would probably not appreciate such an
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examination.

You would not expect them to do so, would you ?- No, I
would not expeet it, but in time I think they might appreciate
it, begcsuse the girl who is suffering from it might avail her-
self of the chence of getting cured. When they see the beme-~

ficiel effect of such a thing, they come forward readily, and
Bhat is what we want them to do.

So that the master of the household would say to the girl
"you must go to my dector" 7= That 1= the idea.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Po you kmow if there is any system
of co=operation among the nstives in the reserves 7= I think
they lend one snother their ploughs. Possibly here and there
there ile a certain amount of co-operation - %o a certain extent
they know that it is beneficlal to them. .

Now, as regards the limiting of lobolo, how de you think |
that one cen bring that about ?- I am afraid thet that will
® & vary 4ifficult thing indeed. J

Would 1t be possible P= I do not think that you would }
fine one nollitary native who would be in favour of i%. :ﬁ

You could lay it down by law that it mast be comfined %o
¢ ach payment, mo cattle only cash 7= That would be the only
way., If 1t could be laid down that there iz %o be no gcattle,
only cash, it would do away with all this scrud stuff, and of
course that would have a very good effeet. At presemt, the
price ic laid down as £4.10.0. per beast, but under today's
eircumetances & man can buy for a few pounds a yearling, which
he hands over %t his father-in-law, and inm that way he saves

money. The £4.10.0. is very high.
Do you think that the natives would stand a cattle tax 7=
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?= I think they would very strongly oppose it.

Say you were to allow a kraal head to have the first tem
head of cattle free, ard you were to impose a small tax om all
the head of cattle over the tem ?- They would very soon NM‘

that by simply hending their cattle over to & various other '
people. There would be verious owners, each owning so many, *
end they would hamd their cattle over to their other relatives.

If you made the tax universal, they would stromgly object :

do you think ?= I am afraid they would.

Mi. MOSTERT: Sow would you appreciate a dipping fee, a

generdl dipping fee ?- I think any fee 1like that would be w
rather difficult to colleot. 1t would gzive a tremeandous lot of i
work. I think the native prefers to pay a given sum. !

But onme mative may own ten head of cattle, or less, Mn'i

the other men may own 150, and therefore of gsourse the one who 4
owns 150, if he haes %o pay say tuppence per head, he will soom
try and get rid of some, s0 as %0 pay less. A%t present, he does
not pay that, Do you think & tax like that would be fair 7-

I 4o mot think they would like it. A% present of course they
pey a 10/- local tax. A men who has ten head of cattle or a
dzen head of cattle pays exactly the same.

THE CHAIRMAN:; Are there individuals in your area possess-
ing a large number of cattle 7= I dould mot tell you whether
there are any individuals. There are some with big herds. I

think I have seen on some records that there are men who have
f1f4vy opposite their nawe, but on the whole I dbx mot think
thet they have much more them %en to fifty -that is, the bigger
owners.

The man who owns fifty would he be a chief ?- No, not
necessarily. He mey be s ordinary individual.
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DR. ROBERTS: Have they shown any desire to have a
council here in your distriet 7= No, I do not think se.

They did not seem to have any desire the last time I was
here ?-, I think the matter has been brought up since. The
Government last year sent ome of the chiefs from here %0 the
Trabskei to see the working of the council there. When he
came back he had to tell the other chiefs here about a meet-
ing which had taken place - the meeting of the Bunga, and they
were rather in favour, so far as I gather, of something of
that sort.

He waes impressed with what he saw there ?- Yes, he was.

MAJOR ANDERSQN: Yn this question of lobolo, you say that
lobolo is responsible for the overstocking in native reserves,
#e had quite a different opinion expressed to us by a mission-
ary, that it should not be regarded as having any effect on
over-stocking - To a certain extent that may de correot. It
is correet that to a certain extent natives do look upon it as
@ sort of bank - they regard the cattle as their bank,

But you are strongly of opinion that lobolo is the prim-
cipal cause of over-stocking ?- Yes. Speaking from what I
know I see that that is so. - The fathers regard it as a bank,
they want to have that stock ready for members of their tribe

who want to get married. The stook is useless for other
purposes. They occasionelly kill a beast, but on the whole
they do not like to get rid of their cattle.

SENATOR VAN RIZKERL: They sell very few ?- They cannot
sell them, becsuse they are mot fit for sale. They may sell
an occasional beast here and there,but in locations they find
it difficult even to sell cattle among the mselves, or to each

~
other. The stuff is very poor.

-
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THE CHAIRMAN: Is not ome of the functions of wealth pure
ostentation 7~ I think so.
And in the same way the natives like to see a large num-

ber of cattle 7- Yes, there may be something in thag. The
point is that we heve to try and educate them up %o realising
that they cannot go on like this, and that it is useless for
them to hold those large numbers of cattle. They must be made
to understand that there is no purpose to be served by keeping
such large numbers of cattle.

MAJOR ANDERSON: Do you thimk the limiting of lobole will
help 7~ I cannot guarantee it, it is merely an opinion.

DR. ROBERTS: I gather that your view is that education
would help more and the natives would begin to see the useless-
ness of it all ?- Yee, I think so. They must be properly
educated in the methods of agriculture, and they must be made
to see that proper stock should be kept, and that it is no use
to keep this serud stoek, which is of no value. It will take
a generation or so before they will see it, und it will undoub-
tedly be a very slow progcess, but we have to do something.

MAJOR ANDERSON: Are there sny recruiters working in this
reserve here 7~ About a dozen or more.

Are they recruiting for the mines and the sugar planta-

tions 7~ Yes.

Are their methods of reoruiting generally uutzuhg.
have you any complaints ?- No, I canmot say that I have any
complaints. It has been suggested that the number of 1li-
gences might be limited, because at present the many licences
tend to make for corruption - the system enebles the natives

o= %0 0btaln advances from other agents. They go to agent A.

e

iy
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and they get an advance from him, dbut they do nmot go forward

to the minme, and then mext week they go to B, and they repeat
the prodess. Still, there are not very many ocases of that,
although 1t does happen. + have had quite a number of cases

the number of natives passing through the reeruiter's hands in
this perticular district, the percentage of cases of that kind

darine the last twelve to eighteen months, dut if you comsider 1
ie very small indeed, and the evil is mot a very serious one. 1

MR, MOSTERT: Is there a medleal mtm here of
natives who are recrulited here 7= They are examined. I do 1
not mow if they are all examined before they go away, but I do
know that they are all examined at the other emd.

MAJOR ANDERION: ILs there enmough labour for the reguire-
ments of the district, or do the fargpers have to go outside
for their labour 7- We do get a certain amount of labour from |
Last Grigualand, end from the Bizane District. ZThey come from
there to this distriect.

MiR. MOSTERT :Are you an attesting officer here ?- Yes, I
am an attesting officer, but the clerk ot. the court does most
of the attesting.

THE CHAIRMAN:, Did you say that they come from the loca-
tions in East Griqueland 7= Yes, there are vast areas there.

Do they Just come over because the farmers happen to be
near at hand? Provincial boundaries of course do not matter
to them ?= In the Umzimkulu aree the farms are very limited.
You come into the vast native area a little further away from
here,

S DR. FOURIE: Is the tribal system rapidly breaking down

.
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7= I should not say so.
Are they still stlioking to the tribal system 7= Yes, I

think so on the whole.
MR. LUCAZ: You speak of co-operation in your statement.

What has been done to teach the natives co-operations ?= I

think the native agricultural demonstrator during off-seasons,
in the winter and so on, is supposed to go out lecturing on

snimal diseases and such things, and on co-operstion. I think
co=operation is one of his subjects.

Haes eny other effort been made 7~ Not that I kmow of.

There i¢ only one agricultural demomstrator for a whole
distriet 7= At the present moment that is all we have.

And does the same positiom prevall im regard to teaching
them to concentrate their sgricultural sites and gardens 7- 1
think that the only effort which has been made in that respect
ie that made by the maglstrate. At meetings with the chiefs
we bring that before them occasionally, but that is also a
matter which has %o be dealt with more definitely. A great deal
hee to be dome in that respect.

But if the matter is importamnt, do you consider that the
amount of effort which has been made is adequate to get what
we want 7= No, I & not think so, but the point is, how else

can you tackle it 7
Is not the gatter of such importance that it would Jjustify

the expense of considerably mere than one demonstrator --- ?-

Yos, possibly. I think the idea is to have more demonstrators

in those native areas. But at the present moment I do not \nn%

that the men are really available.
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DR. RUBER'S: Does Father Huss come down here with his |
scheme of co-operation 7= 1 do not know.

MAJOR AWDERSON: Do any of the natives here use a s par
tor to ceparate cream 7= Jhers is ome native farmer who did ,-
use 1t, but I do mot kmow whether he doez today. He uﬂﬂ‘
@ progressive imdividual for a mative, and to show you what
the natives generally think of him, I need only tell you shat
they have christened him. They call him the "white native",

What are these natives on private farme? Do they do theis
own farming ? Do they do much ?- No. They usually grow the
netive cropss The ome men 4 just referred to is the only ome l
«now of who tries to progrees and who tries to s.ro‘ erops for —
sale., The ordimary nutive,l think; it is well known, just

srows his orops end them he will sell & ecertain gusntity of his
crops for & mere song, and of course in the course of time he
finde that he is rumnning short of food, and he has to buy again
and pay twice or three times as much for what he buys back s
when he cold 1%. 3 ™

Does that apply to thtu who own their own lande, those
whe have privetely owned lands 7- I do mot think thet they do
any more than they would do Lf they were living in locations,
If you go to their farme you see the ordinary huts there gnd
the ordinary very patohy gardems.

How d14 they soquire these lands 7- I take it that their
sons went out to work. Sometimes a family or two would combine

{

and the young men would go out to work, snd they would eara the
money, and in that way they bought the land st & time whenm i%

wae cheap.

4
They could not buy much from the aativea' wages 7= It Iln‘l

4 g
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mapvellous what they do. These farms were bought many years
a0 when the land there was very cheap. I can look up my
r ogords and tell you what it went at, but the price wonld
probably be somewhere around 10/- per aere.

What is the area of these 35 farms which you mentioned
?- I could mot tell you offhand, but I will leok it up.

Are they small 5-amere farms - No, they vary from a
fow hundred sores to 1,000 or more.

1,000, even at 10/- per acre, is a lot of money ?= They |
have twenty years to pay 4t im, and they have others to assist i
them, and that often leads to strife in the end. So and s0 is
supposed to have bought it, and the others elaim a right te
live there with their families, and you have all sorts of dis-
putes arising from that.

Is there any land which mmptnmuun-tq'
thing like that figure 7- No, I do mot think s0. |

S0 that the wages which they are getting mow will mot be
extended very much 7= I do net think so.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: Were those farms perhaps bought by
the tribe 7- No, they were bought by individual matives.
“here are one or two farms which were bought by the tribe for
the chief.

MR. LUCAS: You said that there are still some Luropean
farmers breeding useless cattle for sale to the natives. Is |
that inereasing 7= No, it is rather an exception, but still 1%
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MESSRS. WILLIAM ARTHUR HUTGKINSON, 4

:

THE CHAIWMAN;: You are conversant with the Sermes of
reference of the Commission ?- (Mr. Hatchinson)? Yes, we were
asked by the Farmers' Asgocistion %o represent them, and we

have no statement to submit to you, but the three of us here
will be pleased to deal with any points in regard to native
eonditions as we know them, and we are fairly comversant with
native life here,

|
1?
d isgussed matters in accordance with your gquessionnaire. We J
Can you give the Commission an indication of the condi- 1
tions under which labour tenants reside om the farms 7= Qem-
erally speaking they come to labour for the privilege of liv- f
ing on the farm, and they are allowed a certain amount of
ploughing land, and they are generally helped by the farmer with
oxen, and they probably get firewoody where there are wattles
growing. They are pald, perhaps mot such high wages as the
outside boys get, but almost all of them draw falr wages.
What wages do they draw ?= About 10/-, 15/~ and £1 per
month, and their foeod.
Do they keep cattle on the farm ?- Yes, gemerally they
do. The farmer generally tries to grase as few as possible.
What would be an average number of cattle held %y the
head of a family 7= I think not more than tem on an average.
Can you give us sn idea of the amount of land they culti-
vate per family ?- I think it would vary according to the
land being good or poor, but I should say it would be about
ten sores %o a family.
Do they use their own ploughs or do they use the far-

b -
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-mer's ploughs 7- Generally they use their own ploughs,
and the farmer often helps them when they get a breakdowm.

Do you find the labour satisfactory ?- No, not alte-
gether, it is really s very expensive way. Ome would rather
get outside labour, if one could get it,and if one could rely
on it. For meny thingex it is better to get outside labour, |
for ploughing for instemce, and wattle work. But what I find,
living with natives all around me, is that unless I have a
family in the paddock in gharge of that paddock, too much
stealing would be going on. You cannot employ anbutside bey
as a herd boy to look after your stoek. The trouble is that

i T

he is not responsible; he puts in a few months and clears
off, but if you heave a family living in the paddoeck in charge
of the =took, it is a great help to preveht stealing, but none
the less it ie expensive labour.
What wages are paid to outside labour = I think they .
go up to £1, £1.10.0. on contract. '
Do the women have to work on the farms where you have
labour tenants 7~ Not as & rule.

What sort of domestie labour have you got 7= In the
house we have men and boys entirely.

You therefore seem to have rather more than an ample la-
bour sapply here if you canm use men in the house. Most of the
farmers camnnot 7= I do mot kmow. I think 1% is the custom

of the distriet.

But you zet sufficient labour to be able to employ men
in the house f- (Mr., Mayme): Mr. Hutchinson is thinking of
his own house, Not all the farmers employ mem. I think that
possibly the majority employ girls in the house. They employ
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both girls and males in domestic service. That is the posi-

tion in this distriet. (Mr. Hutohinson): I do not agree
with my friemd there. -,

I take 1t then that at least half the farmers would
employ male domestic servante 7= (Mr. Meyme): About fifty
per cent would be female domestic servants. It is very dif-
210814 2ov the/Aaiiscs 0 oot gizds Suem your Hestidns il
from the sguatters - they oh:oot\h it, but we do get girls
from outside. E

A% what wages do the girls come 7~ The wages are not
high. They are in the vieinity of 10/~ for females. In many

cases they do mot put in full time and they go home in the

evenings to sleep.
That is in the came of tenent labour ?- It is difficult
to gzet the tenante. I d¢ mot look upon my tenunts to supply

females.

But 1if you get girls from outside, and they cannot go
home to sleep?- There are many in this district. I am sar-
rounded by native farme. |

The wages paid to domestic servants, are they the same "
a8 paid on the farme 7= A cook-boy demands 30/~ or more.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: How long do your furm-hands work '
for you ?- (Mr, Hutehinson): As a rule they work six months.
You must have a double supply. They work six months for you
and =ix months they are at home. Generally you find that the
boys change every six momthe.

When the six months are completed, do thay stey at their
kraals or do they go to town to work there and earn momey 7-

———=  They stop at their kraals. Thers is generally a good deal
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which they have to attend to.
Are thetr neeis such that it is necessary for them to go

out for the six months ¥= No, I do mot think so. Living on
the farms as they do, they have their land to attend to and to

cultivate. Of couree, they vary. Sometimes we keep on a
boy. He wants t¢ make some money and he prefers to work for
us throughout the year. Geunerally, however, they appear to get
tired and they want to go home to attend to their own needs

and reguirements.
Do they take the opportunity themselves to go and work

in the bigger towns, or om the sugar estates - They can go
if they want to. They finkth their work on the farme and
they are able to go, but as a rule I find that they have
plenty of thelir own work %o do at home.

MR. LUCAS: When you say six months, does that mean six
calendar months 7= Yes, that is the umsritten law, that he is
liable for six months when I want him.

You mention wages, are these wages for a ocalendar month
or for thirty shifts ?- The wages are for thirty daye.

Thirty working days 7- Thirty days. Bo many of them
have to work with the work, and they more or less all have to
work omn & Sunday.

SENATOR VAN KIEKERK: In this distriet are you ususlly
all stoeck farmers 7- Yes, chiefly sheep farmers.

And the food which you give the boys, is that on the ra-
tion system T= Do you give him a sheegp and mealie mesl, do you
give him his food dally - Living at their own kreals they
have their own food. When they come to the homesteads and

. work they get porridge and once a week a sheep is killed,
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and they get part of it.

Have you ever calculated what = boy like that coste you
per year ¥= I am afrald 1 have nots But I know it is “
sive labour, but then I know that I have reliable hhﬁ.
and thgy do the work. I have father and som working for me,
and 1o faet I have a grandfather and his graddson now,and
even the mex! generation working for me; and that has its ad-
ventages. That is the reason why we go im for it.

ire these boys allowed toc keep sheep ?= No, mor goats.

THE CHAIRMAN: Only cattle 7= Yes, only u‘iﬂ;.

Why do you rule out sheep and goats ¥= I rule that m

Uecause of the difficulty of their mixing with my own sheep,

and 1f they shift them about .there is the danger of scab. Goats

i rule out because they destroy everything. No cultivation
can be done, exgept the ordinary mealie cultivation, if goats
are on the plsce, That is one of the reasons why in the locu-
tions they can do next % nothing.

On the Luropean farms, are the goats barred in all cases

Y- 1 think so, if they are sensible.

What is the practice - are the fsrmers all sensible ¥-
I think as & rule they are. You will not find Buropeans with
goats. (Mr, Mayne): A few farmers permit their tenants to
keep sheep, but farmers like Mr. Hutchbtmon, who have a large

number of sheep of their own, do not allow it. There are others

f

t00 who do not sllow it, and I think nearly all cbject to goate.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: ¥ you agree tiat & sguatter is

an expensive labourer = & labour tenant ?- Yes, he is cer-
tainly very expensive, but it ls the best form of labour that
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we can get. i
Why is that so 7~ JBesause the man is plways .
my own cese. IThe natives get free dipplag, free iel
b uilding their huts, free firewood, and any advanmoes wh oh
need, if they should require it for food; in feet, we ®
them nesrly ss if they were our own childrea, We 1 "
these nstives always with us. But slthough we 4o this the
do mot play the game., They do not look upon us as the
They i. 20% take the came interest in our interesis II _'
phoul!, necing that we employ them and feed them and give h
8 goed time., Let me tell you that the native om the farm has .
better time than the ordinary native im the town or il.n“"o 1
He hes nothing to fear, and his living conditions are good, ’
LAJOR ANDER3ON: Better than those of the matives in the
reserves 7= They do not have m same settAdd statex se the

nativee on the farus. Lf there is anything wrong on the farms
the boy rume to the farmer, or to the former's wife, and the
boy ie helped. The baas ie slways there. As long as the
baas cen sget oA at sll with the natives, he helps them.

SENATOR VAN NISKERE: Do the natives use thelr own kraal
manure for fertiliser 7- In very few cases., In my opinion
they are too lazy to put it on, and they leave it. That is the
whele trouble, =0 fiar ae the nailive is concerned.

Have you heard of any cases where the farmers do mot sllow |
them to use it 7= No, I have never heard of them. I have
never heard of a case where the farmer claims the manure as
his own property, but I certainly have heard of cases where the
farner objected to the nativee carrying it off to a neighbour

and selling it to the neighbour.
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As regards the number of stock, ie that limited 7= A
farmer will limit it as far as he can. So far as my case is
wneerned I limit it to thirty head per kreaal. I haldg natives

coming to me and they had less then that number, and I told
them that they must not let it exceed that number. There are

n.'n where farmers have not limited the number of stoek, snd
us a result the natives have accumulated a tremendous lot of
cattle., Then what can you do? That is the biggest trouble we
have to contend with, and I may tell you that that is the most
expeneive Lltem which has to be dealt with. One has %o tackle
that,

We have been told by a native witness that in Natal it 21
1e & a rule that their cows are not even allowsd to calve 7= l
Well, that is nonsense. We even allow the mative to keep his
own bull, and we do mot interfere with them at all ia this ‘!
respect. ‘l

Is there much displacement of natives from your farms,
are there many evictions from the farms 7= There are very,
very few in this district, so far as I kmow. Of course, the
magl strate would be in a better poeition to tell you about
that. I was for some years Imspector of Locations here, and

prior to that 4 was Stock Inspector in Natal, amd I have had
opportuni ties of observing things, and what I am telling you
here today iz not 20 much my own individual case, but the ‘
case as it ls in generel. I am trying to generalise. I am
trying to tell you the position in this distriet, and I tell \

you what 1 firmly believe to be the truth from my impressions.
What is your experience of natives in general in this
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and other districts 7= The firet thing which struck me

here wae thal the natives here in number exceeded any natives
in any of the other distriets, while the Huropeans on the

o ther hand were less in nymber.

In what parts of the country were your other experiences
?= Chiefly in Umvoti Gounty, near Greytown. We stayed there
for many years before we came here.

You have had experience of the condlitions of natives on
the farms 7- Yes, I had my experience 4there from the Duteh
farmers, and I think they have excellent ways.

Have you any knowledge of town natives 7- We discussed
thies matter, and we thought we would leave that matter for the
towns to deal with, although I mey say that I have lived in the
towns,

Who L= the better off today, the native living on the
farm, or the town native P= The native tenant on the farm

18 far better off. From outward appearances you would say
that the town native is better off, but the native om the farm
although his wage may be smaller, is really much better off.
He hag everything on the farm, he lives there free, he has his
plot, and he has his cattle. The average man going %o the
towns comes home with very fine elothes, but nothing else.

He ;ouw %o earn money with the object of paying off his
debts, but when he comes back he is perhaps worse im debt than
ever. I allow my natives %o go to work on receiving written
permission from me, and $hat has been my experiemce. I natur-

ally prefer them to stay at home, but they prefer to go away
and %o leave their lands to the little boys and the women to

works My area is a good area, and I supply my matives every
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year with mealies.

Why is that, why do the men go away; we are told that '
they are oppreseed on the farms; we are told that the con- ]
ditions are so bad that they have %o go to the towns and work ‘
%o earn something?-- It is human nature. They want a change.
Is there any man who does not want a change? Things become
unotﬁound there 1s a great call on them to go %o the
bioscopes and so on. They want to go away for a holiday %o .
the different centres to enjoy themselves. They want to see
life. (NR. HUTCHINSON)In the case of my tenants they are be-
gloning very much to work their mesnure on the lands and algo '
to use fertilisers, and in ordinary years they grow emough '
food for their wives and families.

(CHAIRMAN) Is all that due %o $he fact that you em-

courage them to do sof == I hope so. |

What special steps have you takem to get them to do 1“” %l
I explained to them that I was not willing %o give them more
l.ndt; tear up, but that they should put the kraal menure or
the fertilisers on the lands: I pointed out to them that this
would not cost them much and that it would mean ingreasing
the production of their lands. That has succeeded pretiy
well, I must say and I am very bhopeful that they will keep on
making progress in the same direction.

Now you must have seen conditions change a good deal .11;
only with regard %o natives---what is the most striking feature '
what ig the most striking change that you have noticed in your
lifetime in native conditions and native customs?-- I think
in the olden days the chief ruled his tribe much better: the
ohief had more authority in those dayes and he was able to
Afb#sps/hif impress his will on the tribe, amd the tribe alse
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seemed to like those old conditions better. As years have .1‘ !
by, the chief, owing %o various reasons, has lost his authority.
He has very little authority left now?§-- He is not me
much respected and they have not the same, shall I call it |
feeling. (MR.MAYNE): That is really the biggest change of the 1
lot. The head of the natives to-day is mot the respomsible msn
that he used %o be in the past-- he is not the respected head L
of the family that he used to be in olden days. In those days
he was the head of everything-- even in respect to marrisges,
everything used to go through him on those days. The lobolo was
paid by the father. &e had full power. His children respected
him and they used to look %o him for the lobolo for thelr wives.
To-day things have changed completely. To-day the son leaves the
house to go and work for himself: he doer not Dbother about the
head of the family: he does mot look to him for lobolo any more,

he does not follow his instructioms, but simply pleases himself.
All this started at the time of the rhinderpest. The Govera- |
ment was largely to blame for the change by substituting money |
for cattle in payment of lobolo. They laid down £6 for horses,

£3 for a beast and 15/- for a sheep., The natives could pay

the money , but they did not have any cattle or stock. The old

men lost their cattle and it has never come back to them again,
To=day the young native goes away %o work, principally on the
mines or the sugar estates and he never sends any money home.
When he wants %o buy a wife, he buys his own beasts and the

father has no control whatever. The latest steo which is even |
causing a bigger change is the doing away with the hut tax. mt:
has caused the greatest and most farreaching change of sll. The
father nowadays is looked upon as a useless old thing and whatever
authority he ever had has gone by the boards. That, I think,is
responsible for the biggest upset in regard to native customs and
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traditions. I want %o say further in comnection with native 1
owned farms that there are many customs and traditions which
stood in the way of proper development, but to-day there are

many native owned farms here, some as much as 2,000 acres in
extent, and on a farm adjoining me the natives are using ,
they are using fertilisers and other up-to-date agricultural de- :
vices and implemémts. I think they have been drivem to this .
by the fact that being overstocked they have little land left

for agricultural purposes, and the land that they have is over-
worked-- overworked under their primitive conditions. There
they are also using krasl manure, but I am afraid that they do
not guite understand how to use that. Their practise is to take l
the light dust out of the menure and put it through the fertili- ’

ser lnetead of spreading it all out on the lands. And yet, even l
on that progressive farm of which I am telling you, we can to-day
still purchase kreal menure from them. On the whole, I think
that they have gore ahead and that modern and more up-to-date l
methods of farming are making their impression among the pro- ‘
gressive sections of the natives.

(CHAIRMAN) Y,u heard the reasons which Mr. Mayne gave for
the breaking flown of tribal eomirel, Mr. Hutehinson. Can you
add any further reasons that you know off=-(MR.HUTCHINSON) I
should say that in the olden days the hut tax kept the families
together very mich more than is the case now. The Magistrate
used to come along and they all used %o talk to the Magistrate.
The Chief was there, and the headmen were there and the kraal
heads all came, and it was a great means,a great opportunity of
keeping them together. They were all responsible for the payment
of this hut tax == the chief, the heads of the kraals, the head-

nen-- all were Jointly and equally responsible. BHut nowadays
all that has been done away with and it js just the individual
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poll tax for which everyone individually is responsible.

The European has introduced individualism among them?--
Yes, that has a lot to do with the changes.

MAJOR ANDERSON: By means of the Poll tax?--That is one
reason for the ehnage, prohah]; a very great one.

MR. JAMES JOHNSTON, snd CAptn FRANK LEICESTER FERGUSON,
REPRASLNTING THE IZIGOLWENI FARMERS ASSCCIATION ( duly called

and examined):
CHAIRVAN: I understand that you gentlemen desire to place

the views of your Association before the Commission?-- (CAPIN,
FERGUSON): Yes, Sir, We represent the Izingolweni and District
Farmers' Association and we wish %o place certain views before
you on certain points as shown in the schedule published by your-
selves. As a preliminary we would point out that the area ser-
ved by our association oconsists of three small blocks of Euro-
pean ownded farms siduated in the midst of and surrounded by
native reserves. Owing to these circumstanges, our members

come into constant touch with natives living in rural areas under
tribal conditions, and their evidence is based on facts which are
constantly before them.

On the subject of tribal and detribalised natives, the
advantagd of tribal conditioms greatly outweigh the disadvantages.
The native at the present time is hardly educated in any sense
of the word, and unless he is under the control of a Chief,has
noone to whom he can definitely look for advice and guidance.
Without the Chief %o decide on the pttty disputes, whigh arise
amonz the natives in their every day life, it would be necessary
for the magistrates or other Government officials to undertake

_this work, at & greatly inecreased dost to the country ,

e— .
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The disadfgvantages, 20 for as Netul is concerned, are
most of the chiefs are unedusated and u.us-uu. Ve : "
however, thnt":ho present poliey of the ﬂ.nmt is p. ;
ceeded with, by which every emcouragement is siven to tﬁ*
Chiefs to send their sons to the special schools provided for
them, that disadvantage will soon disappear. ‘ -

On the subject of native Customs AND IN PARTICular "-‘
economic fumction of Lobolo, there can be no disputing of ” 4
fact that this custom hite the native very hard M -
partigularly now that the marriege may take place before *
full number of cattle have been handed over. The mem in manmy
cases belng im debt to his father-in-law for many years w

his marriage and has children to support.

The lobolo gquestion also is closely interwoven with the l'
land guestion, and so long as payment is made in cattle for so
long will the native press for more land on which to graze them. |

‘@ rocognise that the dustom is an old one, very firmly es-
tablished in the nstive mind, snd such being the case, iny steps
taken %o Lring about an alteration must be very carefully under-
taken, Ve feel, however, that whenever possible, the Government
should try %o bring to the ntoelie of the natives the advantage of
o cash payment instead of cattle. In this connection some simple
form of banking might be provided for natives.

Un the subject of types of tenure and contracts for the
use of land, and their effect upon production, settelement and
migration, squatting and its effects on farming and urban indus-
tries--- under the communal system in vogue in the reserves, the
right of the allocation of fields for cultivation rests with
the Chief, the resuls being Shat sach year there is a comsierable |
amount of re-allocation of fields. This tends to prévent the
individusl native from endesvouring to improve his fields by the

A
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use of fertiliser; as If by the use of fertilisers he m 0'1
a $o00d orop wnd does not happen %0 be in good standlng ﬂ.ﬁu j
Chief, he finds his field allocated the following year uﬂ* 1
the chief's favourities, Further fields are allocated o *
without any consideration as to their reximity to the nati
kraanl, This is a sorious evil,

We conoider that 1f the native improves his land, he sh
even under the gomuungdal system have some personal Mﬁ“

his fields from year to year, Zuropean agrioulture in this 1
country suffers under the squatting system, as large areas of
Buropean land are at present givem over to grazing for serud
catile and native cultivation, i: return f'or very “‘M
labour, which even if performed without compulsion, is ususlly
very crudgingly performed,

In regard to the future of the landless populatiom, the
ineressced vete of the native populatien will in the future so far
a8 can be seen, increase at an even more repid rate than at
th- present time, owing to more knowledge veing guined by the
native into sanitation end ¢kild welfare, and owing to the bDetter
conditions under whigh he is working, when in Ruropean employe=
rent, It will be an impoesibility to provide lands for all of
these ,eople %0 live in idleness for the greater part of the

i
A
|

{

year, even if the Europeans were sgreeable that their lands
should be taken frem them and handed over to the natives,

The netive will have to be edusated up to the fact that,
1f he wants to 1ive, 1t will be neecess axy for him teo work, mot as ‘I
at present spasmoéiocally for three to six months in a year, but |
regularly in the same way as other races have to do,

we consider that the Government should not lose any tine
in impressing these fucts upom the netive, In thie connection
it will be pesessary to gonsider what reastions there will he,

= .
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when the time comes that large numbers of natives will be
looking for permanent work upon Zuropean employment,
On the gquestion of native migration --rural to wurban |
areas, we notice the growing tendency on the part of young
boys from the age of 15 to 20 to migrate to towns to work either
Togt or i n monthly em,loyment, '
When in towns they can earn vhat seems to them to bde
big money, but they as a rule arrive bakk with little if anye
thing saved, most having been fritttered away on food and smuse-
ment in the towns, |
When away in the towns they are free from sny comtrol |
of their parents or kraal heads, On their return they @88in
the majority of cases resent shy form of ,arental or tribal
oontrl, and this is probably ome of the most potent causes
which is tending to undermine tribal authority,
One must remember that between these ages they are at
a most impressionable age and the agitator finds BEE them easny
material tofwork upem, What action can be taken to counter
this tendengy it is difficult to say, but the natives theme
selves might have some suggestion to make upen the subjeot,
In rega d to native migratien from extra Union “erritories
8, far as Natal is concerned, w have the largest native pppulatien
per square mile of any of the Provinces and unier the wise
forethought of our early legislators, large areas of land were
set aside for native reserves, These areas arey, in our
opinion, ample for the needs of our present native population,
provided the land is ynpcrly used, but they will certainly
not be sufifigient if natives from the other provinees and
Imperial territory are allowed to migrate into them, and we
as landowners in Natal are most strongly opposed to the intro-
o @uetion of any natives from outside of Natal, except for the
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purpose of work under very strict comditions, which will
enforce their return to their own homes on completiom of :
theie period of employment. It should be made m;‘lw
for the smployers of these natives to ensure Aheé their de-
parture from Batal when their engagements are Qm. _‘?:'

I now come to the guestion of the standard #m ot

agricultare. This, it is well kmown, is very lows ““'
tives are content Just to serateh the surface and throw ﬂ |
some seeds, which are of very poor quality. Ia the w
section of thie ares thers are a few more enlightemed -“
who are using fertiliser. bat there are not very meny in mum-
ber., |

Cae of the caunces of this we have ll.mlr drawn atten-
tbon to earlier om. <“here are many other causes as well, but

the root ouuse is the Iindolent nature of the native, who will

never do a stroke of work unless gompelled to by elrcumstances.
It bes to ve remembered thut the native does not oultivate lend
to srow crops on for sale, but Just to grow safficient food for .
his own use. In prectice, l'nonr. after reaping he maflr
finde himpell sort of midney which he requires, and he then,
without any thought of the time till the next reaping, trades

hic mealies to the storekeeper, rather than turn out to work q

earn that momey, in spite of the fact that latar om he will h-.,
to buy further feod at an msﬂ price.

%e approve of the efforte now being carried out by the
Governesut to improve mattem by the use of demonstratiom M '
worked by traimed natives in the reserves, and would like to
see one established in this area., The results from m*

be very slow before a merked improvement ocgurs,.
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The effect on native agriculture through contact with,
and working for Buropesns, is to all intemts and purposes nil.
The average native who, after working for a Suropean, returns
to his kraal, makes no effort to earry out on his own lands,
what he h:ﬂo do for the European, Further, if after a pro-
longed period he returns to work for his employer, it is gen-
erally fomnd that he has forgotten everything that he has pre-
viously learnt. '

The effect on Zuropean farming through employment of na-
tives certalnly does not tend to the improvement of methods.
In farming, time is gemerally the essential of success, and
time lost at certain seasons of the year is lost for good. Ow-
ing to the native's entire lack of interest in his work, and
non-realization of the necessity to turn out regularly to work,
lost opportunities in regard to planting, cultivating, ete.,
are many. JSever knowing when one can rely upon one's labour,
entalls the employment of more natives than are actually neces-
sary, with recultant inoreased costs.

Lack of a sense of respomsibility, so far as care of the
employer's stock and implements are conocerned, is the cause of

greatly increased coste making the employment of native labour
much more costly tham the actual wage paid would indicate.

The methods of redress, both for failure to work regular-
ly and for claiming compensation for damage through careless-
ness, whiech u-o_nt present in force, are so cumbersome, and
take up =0 much valusbhle time, that the farmer in the majority
of cases does nmot make use of them, with the result that the
native continues and will continue in the same way.

On the other hand, the employment of Zuropean farm labour
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under Natal conditions, ie economically quite impossible, even

if there were a supply of Srained European labour available. '
I shsll now go on to deal with sub-head (6) of your ques-

tionnaire, under the heading of "Administration’, and I may say

| N~

that we do not approve of the curtaillment of loeal authority
over the native, and ite centralization in Maritzburg, se far

a8 Natal is concerned. We consider that the magistrate or

local native commissioner should be given greater powers.

Ihere is no doubt that due to various regulations and various

reviewing suthorities, the magistrates heve not the same author-

ity which they used to have. The natives realise this, as much

ae anyone, and thetr respect for the magistrate is nothing like

what it was some years ago. '
Similarly we are sgainst any curtallment in the power of

the chief as representing tribal authority, which we ‘uol. should

in the interests of both Europesns and the natives themselves

be fully maintained. If a chief is unsaticfactory, rather
than that his authority should be curtailed, we feel that he .
should be deposed, =nd amother man appointed inm his place.

We consider that so far as Hatal is concermed, the land
available is adequate, and that any comgestion is due to waste-
ful use of the lamdp,to which we hope to refer later.

We consider that the nativem should be encouraged to
plant trees around his kraale. This would greatly help to

prevent the terrible erocsion whieh is going on in the Reserves.

We feel that If the native were allowed to have any trees 4
growing in the location for himself, a numder of natives would
grow them. In our area they could ggow wattles, and they would
always be able to dispose of the bark. Today, they will not
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grow them, as they state that the Govermment will take them )
when they are growa.

One of the obstacles to the more economical use of land
has been touched upon earlier on. Lf better crops were ob-

talned, so much land would not be reqaired for cultivation.
The conservatism of the native and his indolent nature are ‘
the greatest obstacles, however.

We are convinoed that there is no need for there to be
any congestion in the reserves at the present time; there is
land, and land to spare, if proper use ic mede of it. Anyone
can look at a location, and what does he see? GSoups of huts
and single huts secattered all over the place, each one ococu-
pying anything from ome-quarter to one sere of land, sccording

to the number of huts in the group. Ve see mealie gardens r

all over the place, without any thought for t'o strips of land l

in betweemn, which are out of use for grazing purposes, until
after reaping, by which time the grass is withered eand dry, end

of no use for feeding purposes. We see new land dug up each
year, and the old field allowed to growweds of no use for |
grazing. We see patches of land, with the sod removed for
building purposes, and no effort made to get the grass to grow
again.

We feel that if the huts were 2ll concentrated into a
village area, and sections of the reserve divided off, one for }
cultivation and one for grazing, there would be plenty of room
for more natives than there are at present. We realise that
1t will b & very difficult matter to get the matives to ]
agree to anything of this nature, but we consider that the

7 Gevermment should do everything possible to bring about some
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of this nature.
There is only one type of stock in the location, and
that 1s the worst type of scrub. Zhis state of affairs will
continue for =0 long as the native counts his wealth by the
number of head of stock he possesses, and mot by ilte valus.-
We feel that much could be done by providing suitable
bulle, not necessarily pedigree, but good grades. In the event
of thie being done, it would be necesmary to enforce &07;.::-
tion of all bull calves born in the locations. 1t would pro-

bably lead to an improvement, if each nntuo. kraal were only

allowed to have one bull to @0 meny cows. Today one sees
about two bulls to each cow, and young bulls instead of making

thg moet of their time getting what grass there is, are worry-
ing the cows and helfers., If they were castrated they would i

grow out better thanx at present. ;J
Over-stocking will only be prevented by the asbolition of

1

the payment of lobolo in cattle.

On the subject of native labour, as set out in your gues-

4

tionnaire, genmeral labour comditions on the farms are exceed-

ingly unsatisfactory, dae to the native being unable to reallse
b

that regular lsbour is essentlal to the farmer. Al though he

does not receive as high wages on the farm, economlically he is

|

in a better positiom than working in & urben area for higher
wages.

In regard to wagesy paid to natives, im this district
wages for natives not _ruidm on but employed on the farms
are more or less standardised by the togt rate of 1/- per day,
or 30/~ per momth for adult labour. Naturally, speelally
guslified natives runge at higher rates up to £2 per wonth,

e

and indunas up %o £2.10.0, and even £23.0.0. per month, with
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food supplied in all cases. f
Although the “age Board determinatione are not supposed
to be applicable to agricultural lebour, there is no doubt
whatever that the greatly increased wages payable in urban
area and in industry do affect indirectly sgricultural wages, .

and there is a distinet tendemcy for the natives today to l-n‘ﬂ

inoreased wages for farm work. |
You have the pass law ineluding yx in your guestionnadre. }

We feel that the present pass law is practically valueless,

There is mo meane of checking whether the particulars given by

a native spplying for a paes are correet or mot. This espec-

ially refers to an epplication for a renewal pass. Fothing is

done to cheeck particulars with the copy of the original, nor

is this possible under the present system.

We should like to see a more permanent type of pass issued,
and a space provided on the back, whereon an employer would have
to fill in dates of commencement, end completion of engagement, |
as thlis would be of great help im preventing natives from ohtu.n-,l

ing advances from more than one source.

We consider that the penalties for the use of x a pass
other than his own by a native should be drastic, and that thie
should be refarded as a serious offence.

Regarding the causes which exist and tend to bring about
bad feeling between Suropeans and natives, we consider that one
of the worst causes is the attitude of offielals of the Hative |
Affaire Department 4in cases where the interests of natives i

and Europesns converge (confliet). This particularly epplies _
to the attitude of the officlals of the Departmemt im respect to
dipping in the reserves, and thejr refusal to work in cooperationm

with the Veterinary Department. This ls particularly ememplified

y
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in the case of the very serious outbreak of East Coast Fever

in the coastsl arem between Umzinto and Port Shepstome. It

is callousness to the interests of the Luropean farmers on

the part of the officials, by which these interests of these
fermers are jeopardised, rather than that the officlale should
be incomvenienced through the natives objecting to restrictdoms
being placed upon them.

Another instance is the case of fallure to ensure dipping
at location tanks for very considerable periods, particularly
at the X¥m Myeni Tank in this area; had the officials of the
Department been subject to the same law as European farmers
for non-dipping, very different things would have taken place.

Then agaln, where European farmers have the reserves on |
their boundaries, and the repair of gmu has to be under-
taken, every effort is made by the offieclals %o evold payment
of their share through placing every obstachle known to Govern-
ment red tape methods in the way. We claim that 1t is things
like these which constitute causes of frietion between Euro-
peans and natives.

In respeet of the Natives' Iand Aets, in any new Act
which may be brought into force, we consider that before it is
brought before Parliament, every organised body of farmers
should be given ample time to study the subject matter con-

tained therein, and %o give auy evidence on the subject which

they may consider necessary.
It muet be understood that the Suropean farmerds capltal

is dooked up in his land, and it is possible through a single
cause in any Hatives' land Act %o deprive the European farmer

of a great part of his capital, particularly in areas where
hie land has been purchased with a Government restriction as to
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its being a Zuropean area on the title deeds.

THE CHAIRMAN: Is the practice of re-allocating the
fields goneral ¢~ (CAPT. FERGUSON): 1% is mot gemeral, but
it is common. In my area ! have enétrely mative fields, and
I have noticed different natives dkf- working different fields.
I questioned my natives on this, and they said "Yes, the
chief has moved so and so from those fields, and put so and =0
om."

It is a matter of annual routine P~ I do mot know what
the routine ieo, The chief does it in one way or anmother. He
does not alwaye change those people about, but I think if the
field ie a good one, the chief's favourite gets preference.

You asked for ome agricultursl demonstrator for your
erea. Will one be emough 7= It would be a staff in any case.
We are talking about our area, but we do not simply mean %o
confine ourselves to that. We have ome im our area, but in
the cres next to us there is nobody yet, and we should like
something done there.

If the work has to be dome properly, how many demonstra-
tors would you reguire im your area ?- Probably three. I
should thimk 1% would be qulte a good thing to have three
there. One in each area sontrolled by the chief's induna. The
locations are divided into areas in charge of indumas, and if
you could get one demonstrator under each induns I think it
would be sufficient.

The concentration of bullding plots,would mot that give
rise %o a problem of sanitation which does not exist now ?-
Yes, undoubtedly it would, and that would have to be overcome
in some way or smother. 1 may say that that is a point which
did not occur to me.
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Would not there be a danger involved in this scheme of ;
concentrating them 7= I do not mean concentrating them
absolutely side by side like that, but to have a certain area
for the crops, and to have them more or less close togethef.
1f you had & certain area for their hut, for instance ---

(Mr, Johnston): A certain area for the huts and another for ‘|
the gardens. (Capt. Ferguson): Une should have itkso that |
i netead of having this terrible watte which there is today
through having these huts scattered about, you would have them
closer together and the land properly used. Today you have
huge areas of land simply skoffled away.

ME. MOSTERT: Your idea would be to have a big settlement
with the surveyed allotment for the kraal portion -- with a

surveyed allotment for the agricultural area of a particular

kraal 7= Yes, I think that would meet the case. I
And of course the grazing would be separste ?- Yes. I

also personally look on the concentration oi the plots as uhle

to glve the Chiefs very much greater suthority than they have at

present. They will have the natives much more under their eye (

then is the case at present. ’

Your idea is not of course a close settlement, but never-
theless a settlement whereby the location and the grazing areas
can be properly set aside 7~ Yes, that is my idea, and I think
the farmere in our area also view it in that way.

DR. ROBERTS: Do I gather from you that you are inclined t¢

insist upom a proper survey ?- Well, perhaps mot. That woulad
take the suthority away from the chiefs, snd our idea is that ,
you would still have to leave the looation in the hands of the |

chlef.
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MR. MOSTERT: The system which is going on today, under

which a native who is doing very well may the following year
be turmed off, is unsatisfactory ?- Yes, * feel that the

nativex should have the same right to retain that land from
year to year as other people have.

It is wrong that he should be turned off if he improves

his land ?- I% is iniquitous.

Your idea was thet it should be sllocated to him 7- Yes,
he should be able to keep it from year to year, so long as he
looks after it.

As far as the farmer is concermed, the squatter has that
right, that you give him about ten scres for ploughing ?- Well,
I have no squatters on my farm et all, and I would not have
them if I ecan draw my labour from the location.

You find it pays you better to do that 7- Certainly.

1 consider squatting is the most expensive form of labour one ‘
can have, and it tende to get the European farmer down to a
low standard.

Are you able always to get sufficient labour for your .
requirements 7- Not always, but gemerally. I have been in l
this distriet for ten or eleven years, and I can tell you that

oy boys keep on coming back to me. Of course at times I am }
short of boys, but mostly I am short through the lack of regular
labour. These boys go off for a week or so without saying |
"with your leave" or "by your leave", amd the process of getting |
them punished is so cumbersome that we overlook it and simply
let it go. But that is one of our great diffieulties, that
they simply trot off.

And what is the rate of pay which you give them?- It
is a stendard rate of pay of £1 to 30/- per month, but
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qualified boys get more.

MAJOR ANDERSON: Is that with food and quarters T- They
get food, but at nights they go home. They get two good meals
per day, and sometimes they get meat; they get pumpkin., That
remark about squatting labour is my own, and does mot come
from my Assoclation. I may say that I do met think ghat they

agree with me on that.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: BHave you ever had squatters ?- No,
|

4 have never had squatters but I have seen the results of

squatting labour. (Mr. Johmetom): I do mot thimk thet thres
members of our Association have any squatters.

Are your farms small or big T= Well some of them are
up to 1,000 seres.

You suggested compelling the employers of recrulted
Adbour to see that Wnuvumrﬁuc they came from
7= (Capt. FPergusom): TYes.

Would you make it compulsory then for the employer to
pay their return fare 7= Well I hardly think se. That is
rather a Aiffioult gquestion, and we just discussed that at the
annual meeting of the Agricultural Union. 4And the difficulty
1o that even if the employer does give his boysa ticket, they

do not always go out of the Frovinece.
The farmer gives the native a ticket to go back 7~ Yes,

that is the idea: I could not say that that is always dome.
It does not affeet us, it affects the sugar people. But what
has come before the Exeoutive of the Agricultural Union of

NBatal is that the boy from outside Natal has been given,or
had taken his ticket, im spite of which he has remained in
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Hatal instead of going beck to his own place. The procedure ‘
is that he simply drops off the tralsn before getting to his i
destination.

One of your statements was that the lemd is ample, if
Lty is properly used. This was what you said about the

conservative habits of the natives === is it possible - i
that the efforts which we are making now to get him to use
his land properly will lead to mothing ¥- I think that some
means of compulsion will be M. but we realise that it
i® a very difficult problem to bring compulsion to the natives.
Compulsion or edueation ?- Both I think. For a start
there will have to be perhsps not eompulsion but an inducement
will have to be offered.
Is there much being done at the moment, do you think an
adeguate amount is beilng done to get the native to cultivate
his land 7~ No, I do not think so. There are only a few de-
monstrators in Natal, and I am afrald that they are not adequate.
Is mot 1t t00 much to expect the natives with what 1little |
is being done for them at present %o use thelr land properly ?-
At present yes.
You sald that the employment of natives had a tendency
of bringing the standard of European farming down. On what |
do you base that ?- I comsider that the man who is really L
trying to go in for scientific farming is comsiderably handi-
capped by the independdbility of the mative. Let us take this.
A man has three or four ploughs going on after the rains.

He wante to keep them going, but after two days he finde that

two of his boys are off, and that they have simply left ome of
hio ploughs standing. That Res a very serious effect on him.



FARMERS' ASSOCIATIONS. -2164-

And, further, in my own opinion all this sorudb cattle which
is brought on the farm by the squatter does not tend to
induce the farmer to improve his own stoek.

Is not the effect of the wage cost being nominally low
thet there is a wastage of labour ?- That may be so in some )
cases, but I do mot think so. I do mot think that the farmer

would have more labour on his farm Xkhan he can possibly help.

At the same time, you must have more boye on your books than

necessary, becsuse 2t times when you think that you have ten ?
boys only seven turn up. I do not think a farmer can go for a ‘
month with his full complement of labour turaning up.

SENATOR VAN NIMKERK: 4f you could absolutely depend
upon your labour you would be able to pay more 7~ Yes, if one
definitely kmew that a boy would come to work, if you knew '
that you could count om him to come to his work regularly,until
he had given a month's notice, and had worked that month, unless
he was sick, you could pay far higher wages. I have drilled
that into my own boys, but I am afraid that it makes no differ-
ence. + have given them bomuses, 1 have tried ell sorts of |
things to get them to come to work @egularly, but it does not
make the elightest dl fferemee. There is & beer drink on, and
o ff they go; and your work stands etill.

MR. LUCAS: Have you tried better feeding ? That is one
of the suggestions which has been made %o us - it has been
sugsested to us that you would get better results if you fed
them better 7= The times I have given my boygextra beans and -u'
things - they take all they can get, but it makes mo difference.
I 40 not get an extra hslf day's work out of them.
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Do you give them meat ?= They get 1t fairly frequently.
I am talking of our own district, and I think the natives are

quite well fed and guite satisfied with the feeding.
One of the reasons we are given as to why the natives go

to the towns is the wish for better food end for more meat ?-
A native will do enything for megtput it is very difficult for
a small farmer to give the regular meat ration.

If you were %o give him a meat ration, would not that
help %o get your natives to work more regularly? Say you were
to give him meat once a day ?- I think they would get =0 used
to it that they would not worry. Beer drinking would still
have a stronger attraction. If your boys know that there is
going to be & meat ration on one day they will all turn out on
that day, but they will not show any gratitude by doing more
work or turning out regularly om other daps.

Would not it be worth while for farmers to look inte the
question of making the feeding more attractive,Be as to make
the work more attractive for the natives ?- I say this, that
the nativem would put in more work if he got a properly balame-
ed ration. That has been scientifically proved. I am talking
of boye living at home. DNow they get two meals on the farm
while they are working, and their evening meal they get at
their homes. I do not think that they would appreciate it any
mwore if you gave them better or more food. It might be worth
trying. But in ay own opinion a meat ratiom is the only one
which would really attract the natives and for the small farmer
it is almost lmpossible to get meat in suech quantities as to
be able to supply a daily ration. That is generally so in

the country.
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Do you think that if you were to sit down to organise
that, that it could not be done ?= I doudt it very mush.
We are Just a few scattered farms,cut off by locations. When
you kill a beast you have to lose guite a lot.

Supposing that instead of meat every day you gave them
sugar and verlous tasty artiecles like that 7= Do you give
your natives any sugar 7- Sometimes. I ghve them tmacle,

I had drums of 1t, but they did not sppreciate it. My exper-
ifence was that 1f they could teke it home they would dis$ill

it and use it for meking something stronger then beer. But I

am prepared to sgree with you that a better ration should pro-
duce better results, and still I have 1t at the back of my

mind that I doubt whether the native would appreciate it. ,

DR. ROBERTS: Jo mot you think that his stomach would ap- |
preciate it 7= I am afraid I do not know.

MR. LUCAS: BHave not we now got to the stage where it is
necessary for a big effort to be made in the direction of mak-
ing farm work more attractive to the natives ?- 1 suppose in
some of the districts where they feel the labour shortage,yes.
But in our district we are not short of labour. Something
will have to be dome %to make the natives stay on the lana, if
there is a shortage, but at present there is no shortage.

But you have something whiech seems to me to be as bad,
and thet 1is this irregularity. Has not the time arrived when
something serious must be done to try and coumteraect that; can- 4
not you suggest anything by which that can be done other than
improving the conditioms of the natives on the farms?- No,
personally I do mot consider that the native at present is

suffiolently educated to appreciate that. They will mot ap-
preciate 1it.
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personal opimion is that a mative living in the loeation, who
is expected %o go home daily, if he sees it is a nasty cold
morning -- even a good meal will mot bring him out. Onme of
the main troubles with this labour is the beer drinking. They
g0 on all night in the locations, snd they do not stop for a
few weeks. When they turn up they tell you "I have not been
to sleep for two nights.”

MAJOR ANDERSON: Would mot you get better results if |
the boys slept on the farms, if they d1d not go home at night

7= 1 have got accommodation om my farm. Occasionally if they
are short of food the umfaans will stay, but the old boys

will never stay, the women will not let them. It iz the women
who insist upon their godmg back at night.

MR. LWCAS: Omn this question of the wage determination
affecting native wages. Cam you tell us any facts on which
you base that statement in that regard ?= My own boye whkii who

work for me for momthes and then go away and teake a job in town -
boys from 17 to 18 = they come back and say, "We will not work

for you agein unless we get the wages which we have been ge tting
in the towns."

What occupstions do they work at im towmm 7- One boy is |
selling newspapers outside the Post Office in Durban, aud they
go on togt labour, and they live in the barracks.

Are they engaged in any other ocoupations ?- Yes, they
do all sorts of house-work. And they do wor} for the Corpora-

tion.
The wages of nome of these nativea have been affected by

the determination ?- Well, we put it down to the higher wages
obtainable in the towns.
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Have not you got to do the edugating 7~ I do not think
that the food will make very much difference. it may do if
you raise s boy's standard of living for the whole time that
he is with you, and if he is staying with you all the time,
but these boys go home at night, and it will mot worry them.

Do mot you think that after three or four months' ex~
perbinoe of better food they will want it in their krsals as
well, and they will have to work for you in erder to get it 7-

Bo, I 4o not think so. Take this now, for instence. The ma-

tives come back from the towns and they do mot seem to make any ‘
a ttempt to live any better than they used to do before they
went away to work in the towns. They seem to slip back inte
their old ways of livimng. (Mr. Johuston): Of oourse, that
does not refer to squatters. (Capt. Ferguson): The native
comes back from the town and he does not seem to try to get

the food which he had in the town - he simply goes back to

his old foods, and he does not follow any of the customs which
he learnt in town,

DR. ROBERTS: Is mot that because of the fact that his
women-folk have mot been to the towm, they have not been edu-
cated to better modes of living fm He hae to do what we all
have to do, take what the women supply ?- That is se.

SENATOR VAN NIEKERK: A poor man goes %o town and gets
first class food, and he cgmes back and simply falls back on
his old customs 7= Yes.

MR. IUCAS: Except that the evidence is definite that
natives im larger and larger numbers are going to towns ?-
Yes, that is so. I ecertainly think that improved food might
lead you somewhere. It might be worth trying, but sy own
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personal opimion is that a mative living in the location, who
is expected to go home dally, if he sees it is a nasty cold
morning -- even a good meal will mot bring him out. Ome of
the maln troubles with this labour is the beer drinking. They
€0 on all night in the locations, and they do not stop for a
fow weeks. When they turm up they tell you "I have not been
to sleep for two nights."

MAJOR ANDERSON: Would mot you get better results if
the boys elept on the farms, if they d1d mot go home at night

7= 1 have got accommodation on my farm. Occasionally if they
are short of food the umfaans will stay, but the old boys
will never stay, the women will not let them. It is the women
who insist upon their gofag back st night.

MR. LECAS: Omn this question of the wage determination
affecting native wages. Can you tell us any facts om which
you base that statement im thet regard 7= My own boys whkii who

work for me for momths and then go away and take a Job in town -
boys from 17 to 18 = they come back snd say, "We will not work
for you sgein unless we get the wages which we have been go tting
in the towns.,”

What occupations de they work at im tomm ?- One boy is
selling newspapers outside the Poet Office in Durban, aud they
go on togt labour, and they live in the barracks.

Ars they engaged in any other occupations ?= Yes, they
4o all sorts of house-work. And they do worj for the Corpora-

tion.
The wages of none of these natives have been affected by

the determinatiom ?- Well, we put it down o the higher wages
obtainable in the towns.
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That is not a new feature. This native may have put it
differently from what any other native has done before, but
his elaim to higher wages because of the higher wages in town
is not a new thing at all ?7- The wages in town ere increasing.
Sven togt labour is inoreasing and going up. It hes gone from
£3 to £4. It certainly is becoming more expemsive. And that

may have been indirectly brought sbout by the imdustries pay-

ing more and the togt people having to pay more corresponding-
1ly.

I do not think the wages in Durban have been affected
exgept in the case of a hemdfull of natives. So teally in

making that statement about the wage determination you had

nothing before you 7= There is a gemeral feeling smong the
farmers that the demands which are ingreasing among t?o ne-
tives have been brought about by the higher wages obtained by

the natives under the Wage Board agreementsy but } do not

think that axny farmer has anything definite in minad.
It is merely s general opinion 7= Yes, nothing definite.
THE CHAIRMAN: In eases of natives leaving or absenting

themselves say for three days in any particular month, what

remedies have you got 7= Only ome legal remedy, and that is

to go to the Folioe Camp and lay a charge against the native

under the Master and Servants' Act. I am speaking of the togt

boy mow. The daily labourer you can do mothing with. You have

o make a trip %o hohnu“mum lay & charge, and

then when the magistrate comes you have to go to the magistrate's

court and give evidemse. Well, it is a very lengthy affair

and it means ssgrifieing a lot of time, which we cannot spare,

and the result is that most of the farmers take their own

steps, by deducting something off the pay. That has mot a
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e ——————————————

MR. R. MAYNE (recslled).

great deal of effect. If a boy wants a day off he does not
worry what 1t is going to cost him, he simply takes a day,

and you can 4o what you like. “hat is the only remedy we

hav e.
L

MR, RICHARD MAYNE, recalled:
THE CHAIRMAN: I understand that you wish to add some-

thing to your evidemce 7~ Yes, 1t is on thie gquestion of
food for the native temants. ZThere is a mistake there. I
believe that the impression is that the native only gets
porridge and salt. That is not so. My natives get better
food at the homestead than at their own homes. They have
their evening mweal at thelir homes. In addition to mealie meal
they got mahouw, and that is food and drink as well. It is

o substitute for beer. Then they have skimmed milk and pump-
kins as much as they like, and the same applies to most of

the farms. We do not give them mealie meal only.
DR. ROBERTS: Do you often give them beans ?- Yes, but

not"blue "beans.

THE COMMISSION ADJOURNED AT 12 pem., AND SUBSEQUENTLY
PROCEEDED 70 IXQPO, BREAKING THEIR JOURNEY AT UMZIMKULU
ON ACCOUNT OF THE IMPASSIBILITY OF THE ROADS AFTER
HEAVY RAINS, THE COMMISSION RESUMED AGAIN AT IXOPO
AT 10,15 s.m., OF THERSDAY, OCTOBER 9th, 1930.






