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Erika Theron  

       Source: Unisa Archives 

       Manuscripts Collection: Marinus Wiechers Papers 

 

 

 

 

 

 INTRODUCTION  

 

 

My interest in the subject of this thesis, Erika Theron, has its roots in research for my MA 

dissertation.  The dissertation dealt with poor white rehabilitation in South Africa in the 1930s, a 

project in which Theron was deeply involved.  In the course of that research I became acquainted 

with a young Theron who was a passionate Afrikaner nationalist and a protégé of  H.F. Verwoerd.1  

                                                 
1  Professor H.F. Verwoerd (1901-1966), later Minister of Native Affairs and Prime 

Minister of South Africa in the National Party government. Verwoerd is regarded as one of the 
chief architects of apartheid. 
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Biographies of [such] leaders or activists must set the central performance of their subjects in the context of the 

political conditions that produce them, the society in and on which they operate, their race, class, nationality, 

and gender, and the many other figures who surround them.29 
 

                                                 
29  Lee, Biography, p.104. 





























 
 

25 

 

Die Burger was an important source for this study also because of its Western Cape regional 

orientation.  Theron was born in the Western Cape and based in Stellenbosch virtually throughout 

her adult life.  It was Die Burger that spoke most directly to the concerns of Western Cape 

Afrikaners such as herself, reflecting provincial interests and the particularity of Cape politics.  

Coloured affairs, for example loomed much larger in the Western Cape where the majority of the 

coloured population lived, than they did in the northern provinces.  Die Burger played a central role 

in the public debate about coloured relations, usually holding the middle ground between the 

English-language opposition press and liberal Afrikaner opinion on the one hand, and conservative 

Afrikaner elements on the other. 

                                                                                                                                                                
Afrikaners, p.100. 
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archives, also contain clippings on a variety of subjects.  Although they include items covering a 30 

year period, what has been said of the fragmented nature of the files generally, is equally applicable 

to this newspaper clipping collection. 

 

The Marinus Wiechers collection does, however, also include a separate collection of clippings 

which appears to have been compiled by a professional news-gathering service.  This provides 

extremely comprehensive and systematic coverage of coloured affairs for the period 1973-1976, the 

duration of the Theron Commission.  The articles are drawn from a very wide range of newspapers 

and other publications in both languages and from all major regions in the country.  These were an 

important resource.   

  

I also have in my personal possession, clippings which accompanied the private correspondence 

between Theron to Wiechers, referred to above.  Dating mainly from the first half of the 1980s, 

these do not form any systematic or coherent record.  However they do include  items about 

Theron and about matters in which she took an interest, especially political affairs.  

 

After careful consideration it was concluded that no academic purpose would be served by 

identifying specific repositories when referring to newspaper and magazine articles in the thesis.  It 

would merely result in unnecessarily cumbersome annotation. It was therefore decided that citations 

would record only the title of the article and title and date of the publication. In the few instances 

where the source is an archived newspaper clipping and the relevant data is missing from the 

document, full details of the source are provided. 

 

Books, Journals, Reports, Unpublished Literature 

Extensive use has been made of books, journals, and reports as well as unpublished literature such as 

dissertations and theses.  These include writings produced over a period of almost a century by a 

wide spectrum of authors, writing in English and in Afrikaans.  Works reflecting all the main trends 

in South African historiography are therefore included.  This study has drawn critically on the 

insights provided by various recent schools of thought without privileging any single paradigm.  

This eclectic approach is evident to a greater or lesser degree in much recently published history, 
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including the general histories which I most frequently consulted: the respected Davenport and 

Saunders, South Africa, Ross, A Concise History of South Africa and Giliomee, The Afrikaners.87   

 

                                                 
87  Rodney Davenport and Christopher Saunders, South Africa: A Modern History, 5th ed. 

(Basingstoke, Macmillan Press Limited, 2000); Robert Ross, A Concise History of South Africa 
(Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 1999). 
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extensive and efficient welfare system,70 were leaders in the development of social work and social 

work education, Germany would have been a practical choice. 

 

                                                 
70  David Thomson, Europe Since Napoleon (London, Pelican, 1966), pp.358,  658. 
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the ranks of the organisation.151  Their mutual interest in OB affairs was an added bond in their 

growing attachment and a large amount of the surviving correspondence addressed by MER to 

Theron includes discussion of the affairs of the OB and its members. 

 

                                                 
151  Theron, Sonder Hoed, p.41-42.   
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H.F. Verwoerd, 25 November 1960; ibid., telegram, H.F. Verwoerd to Erika Theron, 29 
November 1960. 



































































 
 

126 

study the expansion of work opportunities for white women in domestic service and as factory 

workers.61  She was a natural choice for this particular sub-committee, having had some experience 

in the field through her studies and practical work abroad.  It was also potentially beneficial for her 

as it tied in with her recently commenced doctoral project.  

 

                                                 
61  Ibid., 1/67/3, memorandum, National Conference on the Poor White Problem. 

Socio-Economic Division (undated).  
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Theron says that this paper was to a large extent the blueprint from which the Continuation 

Committee would work.86 

                                                 
86  Theron, Verwoerd as Welsynbeplanner,  pp.33-36, 38. 
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Continuation Committee of the 1934 National Conference] to the Minister of Labour, 5 February 
1935. 








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































