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A NOTE TO THE STUDENT

In what ways is Hesse’s short story “My Re-
collections of Knulp” a definit= parallel to his
novel Steppenwolf? What is the primary pro- -
totype of the Knulp stories? In what ways is
“A Child’s Heart” similar to Hesse’s Demian? -
These are a few of the fascinating questions
discussed in this Monarch Note, which is de-
signed to aid you in your study and appre-
‘ciation of Hesse’s short fiction. But this Note
will make little sense to you unless you are
already familiar with at least some of the
stories discussed, either in the original Ger-
man or in the English translation (published
by Farrar, Straus and Giroux, available in
paperback). The author of this Monarch
Note assumes, throughout his critical discus-
sion, that it will prompt you to refer back
repeatedly to your original text.

—The Editors.
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HESSE'S LIFE, WORKS, AlID IMPACT

Family background

Like many German writers, Hermann Hesse came from
a family which had for many generations been associated
with the Protestant clergy. The father, Johannes Hesse,
was a Protestant clergyman who belonged to the pietistic
tradition, a liberal branch of German Protestantism which
stressed a concern for the individual’s relationship to God
above strict formal dogma. Hermann was later to acknowl-
edge the importance of the religious atmosphere of his
childhood, as, for example, in a letter dated 1950 in which
he spoke of Christianity as it was lived, rather than
preached, in his home. Johannes Hesse spent the years
1869 to 1873 as a missionary in India. There he acquired
an interest in Oriental philosophy and theology which he
was to retain for-the rest of his life. Forced to return to
Europe on account of poor health, he settled in Calw, a
town in Southwestern Germany, where he was active as an
author of works on religious subjects. Hermann'’s mother,
Marie, came from a similar background; she had been
in India as the wife of a missionary. She was living in Calw
after the death of her first husband when she met Johannes
Hesse. ;

' ‘Hermann, the second of six children, was born in
Calw on July 2nd, 1877. Four years later the family moved
to Basel, Switzerland, and acquired Swiss citizenship. The
father continued his religious work in Basel where he be-
came the editor of a missionary magazine. In 1886 the
family returned to Calw where Hesse was to remain until
leaving home to attend a boarding school in 1890. Her-
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tive Literature, Chapel Hill: University of North Ca-.
rolina Press, 1961). An early, but still valuable study
of several key themes in Hesse’s writings.

Timpe, Eugene F. “Hermann Hesse in the United States.”
Symposium, Vol. 23 (1969), pp. 73-79. An account of
Hesse’s popularity in America, concentrating as much
on his early lack of popularity as on his later emer-
gence as a cult figure.

Wilson, Colin. The Outsider. London: Victor Gollancz, 1956.
The classic study of the Outsider theme. Wilson’s ap-
preciative treatment of Hesse’s outsider figures con-
tributed greatly toward increasing Hesse’s popularity
in the United States.

Ziolkowski, Theodore. “Saint Hesse among the Hippies.”
American German Review, Vol. 35 (1969), No. 2,
pp. 18-23. The best short description of Hesse’s cur-
rent popularity.
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