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What is a blog?

View video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NN2I1pWXjXI�


What is a blog?

A blog (a contraction of the term 
"web log") is a type of website, usually 
maintained by an individual with regular 
entries of commentary, descriptions of 

events, or other material such as graphics 
or video.- Wikipedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Contraction_(grammar)�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Website�


What is a blog?

Blogs allow people to communicate with 
each other over the internet in time.

(Crosby 2010:ix)



What is a blog?

"Blog" is also used as a verb: 
meaning to maintain or 
add content to a blog.



Blogosphere?



Blogosphere

The collective community of all blogs is 
known as the blogosphere.

In other words:
The blog universe



Different types of blogs

• Personal blog
• Corporate and organisational blog
• By genre (eg political blog, travel blog)
• By media type (vlok = video blog)
• By device (A blog written by a mobile 

device like a mobile phone or PDA could 
be called a moblog)

PDA = Personal digital assistant/palmtop 
computer

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_device�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_device�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_phone�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_digital_assistant�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moblog�


Characteristics of a blog



Frequent posts are made, compared 
with other types of Web sites



Name of 
blog 

called a 
HEADER



A blog can 
have 

different 
pages



Titles are 
given for 

each 
individual 
blog post



Date is indicated on 
individual posts



Posts are in 
reverse 
chronological 
order

Date and time 
are indicated 
on individual 
posts



Older 
posts are 
lower on 
the page 

or 
“archived

” to 
another 

page



Comments 
can be 

made on 
individual 
blog posts 
by readers



Link



Sidebar



RSS feed to 
subscribe to 
blog



Library of Congress Blog

http://blogs.loc.gov/loc/�


Vocabulary of the 
blogging world



Blogger?



Blogger

Person who runs a blog



Blawg?



Blawg

A law blog 

View

http://www.blawg.com/�


Milblog?



Milblog

Term for blogs written by members or 
veterans of any branch of military service -

Army, Navy, Air Force, or Marines. A 
contraction of military and blog.

Milblogging

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Army�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navy�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marines�
http://www.milblogging.com/�


Moblog?



Moblog

A contraction of "mobile" and "blog". 
A blog featuring posts sent mainly by 

mobile phone, using SMS or MMS
messages. They are often photoblogs.

Examples of moblogs

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mobile_phone�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_message_service�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multimedia_Messaging_System�
http://moblog.net/home�


Mommy blog?



Mommy blog

A blog featuring discussions especially 
about home and family.

VIEW

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homemaker�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family�
http://www.blogtrepreneur.com/2009/03/25/top-50-%e2%80%9cmommy-blogs%e2%80%9d/�


Photoblog?



Photoblog

A blog mostly containing photos, posted 
constantly and chronologically.

Example 1

Example 2

http://www.dillonpic.com/blog�
http://floatingcameratokyo.com/�


Vlogblog?



Vlogblog

Video blog

Example of a vlogblog

http://floatingcameratokyo.com/�


Warblog?



Warblog

A blog devoted mostly or wholly to 
covering news events concerning an 

ongoing war.

Example of a warblog

http://www.blogsofwar.com/�


Blog post?



Blog post

An entry written and published to a blog.
Verb: post 



Tag



Blogroll?



Blogroll 
List of blogs read by the blogger, often 
listed in the sidebar of the blog website





CAPTCHA?



CAPTCHA
A challenge (usually difficult-to-read text) 
that quizzes us to see if we are human or 
an automated bot on the web spreading 
spam. It can also come in the form of an 
audio challenge or a puzzle to be solved.  

CAPTSCHA = Completely automated 
Public Turing test to Tell Computers and 

Humans apart





Trackback?



Trackback
When another blog is linking to a specific 
post on your blog, and your blog shows 
that reference so that comments both on 

and off the blog are consolidated with their 
respective blog posts. Trackbacks are 
sometimes generated automatically; 

sometimes the blog software requires a 
special link to be added to create the 
relationship between blog posts.  Also 

known as a linkback or pingback



Blogroll

A list of other blogs that a blogger might 
recommend by providing links to them 

(usually in a sidebar list).Trackback
Linkback
Pingback



Link love?



Link love
Linking to someone’s blog or website when 

you mention that person in a blog post. 
This helps boost that person in search 

engine rankings



Linkbait?



Linkbait
Linking to someone’s blog specifically for 

the purpose of having that person link back 
to the blog post. This is often done in the 
form of a long list of links to various blogs 
in an attempt to drive significant traffic to 

the blog post and drive the blog up in 
search engine ranking. Many bloggers 

consider this on par with spam.





Comment spam?



Comment spam

Like e-mail spam. Robot “spambots” flood 
a blog with advertising in the form of bogus 

comments. 
A serious problem that requires bloggers 

and blog platforms to have tools to exclude 
some users or ban some addresses in 

comments.





Badge?



Badge

A type of widget for your blog, usually with 
a static message, such as an 

advertisement for an event that links to 
another web site.



Examples

http://www.blogwithintegrity.com/�
http://www.eff.org/badges�
http://eff.org/bloggers�


Permalink?



Permalink

Contraction of the words “permanent” and 
“link” (URL).

A URL that links directly to an individual 
blog post. This is useful for directing 

readers to specific blog posts because 
over time those blog posts will role off the 

blog’s front page.



Link rot / linkrot?



Link rot / linkrot
Link rot (or linkrot) is an informal term for the 
process by which, either on individual websites

or the Internet in general, increasing numbers of 
links point to web pages, servers or other 
resources that have become permanently 

unavailable. The phrase also describes the 
effects of failing to update out-of-date web pages

that clutter search engine results. A link that 
doesn't work anymore is called a broken link, 

dead link or dangling link. - Wikipedia

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Website�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperlink�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_page�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Server_(computing)�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_page�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Search_engine�




Blogging and advertising

It is common for blogs to feature 
advertisements either to financially benefit 

the blogger or to promote the blogger's 
favourite causes. 



Return on influence
(Blog success)

ROI

Return on Investment

Example Statcounter

http://www.statcounter.com/�
http://www.statcounter.com/�




Blog search engines

Several blog search engines are used to 
search blog contents, such as Bloglines, 

BlogScope, and Technorati. 
Technorati, which is among the most 
popular blog search engines, provides 

current information on both popular 
searches and tags used to categorize blog 

postings

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloglines�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BlogScope�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technorati�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tag_(metadata)�




View video

PRACTICAL: Video (Blogger)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bU4gXHkejMo�
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