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CHAPTER 1  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

1 . 1  O V ER V I EW  

 

D e ve l op m en t  i s  a  b r oad  c o nc e p t  t ha t  en t a i l s  soc ia l ,  e c o no m i c ,  

p o l i t i ca l  a nd  hu m an  de ve lo pme n t .  H um a n  d e ve l o pm e nt  co n s t i t u te s  

t h e  f ou n da t i o n  on  wh ic h  t he  f i r s t  t h r ee  c onc ep t s  a re  b ase d .  

A cc o rd in g  to  Bu r k e y  ( 1 99 3 : 38 ) ,  ec o nom i c  a nd  p o l i t i c a l  

de ve l op me nt  m us t  t r a n s la te  i n to  soc i a l  de ve lo pme n t .  A s  a  b r oa d  

co nc ep t ,  de ve lo pme n t  ha s  b ee n  e x t en s i ve l y  e xp l o re d  wi t h  a  v i e w  t o  

r e a l i s e  e c o n om ic  g r o w t h  a nd  soc i a l  de v e l opm e nt .  Ho w e ve r ,  t he  

em ph as i s  sh i f t e d  f r o m  i n du s t r i a l  a nd  e c o no m ic  de ve lo pme nt  a s  t he  

de te r m in i n g  f ac to rs  in  so c i e t a l  t r an s f o rm a t i o n .  Ec o no mi c  g r o wt h  

ma y  b r i n g  ma te r i a l  ga i n  t o  t he  pe op l e ,  b u t  de ve lo pmen t  i s  m uc h 

ab ou t  e n r i c hme nt  o f  t he  l i ve s  o f  a l l  t he  pe o p le  i n  t he  s oc ie t y  

( E d war ds  1 9 93 : 8 0 ) .  T he  sh i f t  m o ve d  f r om  ho l i s t i c  t heo r i s a t i on  o f  

de ve l op me nt  t o war d s  l oc a l  ‘ pa r t i c ip a t io n ’  a n d  ‘e mp o we r me nt ’  

( M oh a n  &  S t ok ke  2 0 00 : 2 4 7 ) .  T he  un de r l y i n g  p r i nc i p le  o f  suc h  a  

p he n om e no n  i s  t he  pe o p l e ’ s  c o n t ro l  o f  t he  p r oc es se s .  T o da r o  a n d  

S m i t h  ( 2 00 6 : 1 6 )  a l so  a g r ee  wi t h  Edw ar ds  t h a t  i f  a  de ve lo pme n t  

s t r a t e g y  r e s u l t s  i n  r o bu s t  e co n om ic  g r o w t h  a nd  p o l i t i ca l  s t a b i l i t y  

w i t ho u t  a  s i gn i f i ca n t  c han ge  i n  t he  qua l i t y  o f  l i f e  o f  th e  m a sse s  o f  

pe op l e ,  som e th i n g  i s  wr o n g.  H i gh  g r o w th  pe r f o r ma nc e  wi t h o u t  

pe op l e  pa r t i c ipa t i on  i s  c l e a r l y  ec on om i c  g r ow t h  wi th o u t  

de ve l op me nt .   

 

Th i s  i s  e v i de n t  i n  B ra z i l ,  a  co un t r y  t ha t  e x pe r ie nc ed  a nd  su f f e re d  

t h e  c on se q ue nc es  o f  “ g r o wt h  wi t ho u t  d e ve l op m en t”  ( T oda r o  &  

S m i t h  2 0 06 : 27 ) .  I t s  g r o wt h  pe r f o r ma nc e  wa s  t he  be s t  i n  La t i n  

A me r i ca  b e t wee n  t he  1 96 0s  an d  t he  19 8 0s .  Ho we ve r ,  d ue  t o  i t s  l ow 
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s oc ia l  sp e nd in g  o n  h ea l t h ,  e duc a t i o n ,  p e n s i o ns ,  an d  o t he r  be ne f i t s ,  

i t  r e ma i n ed  on e  o f  t he  c ou n t r i e s  w i th  t he  h i g he s t  l e ve l s  o f  soc i a l  

i n eq u a l i t i e s  i n  the  w o r l d .  Nu me ro u s  d e ve lo pm en t  de f in i t io ns  

p re sen t l y  f oc us  on  t he  c ap ac i t y  o f  pe o p l e  t o  ma ke  a nd  i mp le me nt  

de c i s i o n s  ( Ma r t i n us sen  19 95 : 41 - 4 2 ) .  B as i c  h um a n  n eed s  f o rm  a  

ba se  f o r  t h i s  c onc ep t i on .  I t  i s  n o rm a t iv e l y  a s s um e d  t ha t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

o f  ba s ic  hum a n  ne e ds  sh ou l d  t a ke  p r ec e de n ce  o ve r  a l l  o t he r  

de ve l op me nt  t ho u gh t s  a n d  e f f o r t s .  Th i s  e vo l u t io n  o f  de ve lo pme n t  

t h o u gh t s  wa s  p r o mo t e d  b y  the  Un i t e d  Na t i on s  s i nc e  t h e1 9 70s  a n d  

t h e  Wo r l d  Ba n k  be ca m e  v oc a l  a b ou t  i t  i n  t he  1 99 0s  (T o da r o  an d  

S m i t h  2 0 0 6 : 55 6 ) .  Ma n y  c om mu ni t y  de ve lo p me n t  t he o r i e s  em p ha s i se  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  in  de c i s i o n -m ak in g  a s  be in g  i mp or t an t ,  

pa r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e sp ec t  o f  i n i t i a t i on ,  p la n n in g ,  i mp le me n t a t i o n  a n d  

e va l ua t i o n  o f  a  de ve l o pme nt  p r o gr am me .  The  s t ra t e gy  o f  “ v o l u n t a r y  

de ve l op me nt  s e c t o r ”  ( Ko r t en  1 9 9 0 : 7 )  e vo l ved  f ro m  r e l i e f  an d  

w e l f a re  to  co m m u ni t y  de ve l o p me nt  a pp r o ac h  a nd  i t  a l s o  s u gge s te d ,  

t h a t  i n  f u t u re  g r ea t e r  a t t e n t i on  sh ou l d  be  g i v en  t o  de ve lo p me nt  

f a c i l i t a t i o n  a s  pe o p l e ’ s  m o ve m e nt .    

 

S o u t h  Af r i c an  g o ve r nm en t  de pa r t me n t s ,  l oc a l  go v e r n me n t  

s t r uc t u re s ,  an d  No n - G o ve rn me nt a l  O rga n i sa t i o ns  (N G Os)  p re sen t l y  

u se  t he  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  ap p roa ch  t o  r ea l i s e  c o mm un i t y  de ve lo pme n t  

an d  e m p o we r me n t ,  w i t h  p a r t i cu l a r  e m ph a s i s  on  r u r a l  v i l l a ges .  I n  

t h e  e n ha n ce me nt  o f  t he  a p pr o ac h ,  so m e  l e gi s l a t i ve  re g u l a t io n s  ha ve  

be e n  p r o m u l ga t ed  t o  p r o v i de  f o r  t he  f o s te r i n g  o f  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  

pe op l e  i n  p r o g ram m es  s uc h  a s  Lo ca l  Go v e rn me nt ’ s  In t e g ra t e d  

D e ve l op m en t  P la n  ( I D P )  a n d  e va l ua t i o n  s y s te m s .  A  W hi te  Pa pe r  o n  

t r an s f o rm a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v ic e  de l i ve r y  ( Ba t ho  Pe l e )  w a s  a l so  

i s s ue d  t o  re gu l a t e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  o f  t he  p ub l i c  i n  the  de te rm i na t i on  

o f  t he  na t u re  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  s e r v i ce s  t he y  a r e  t o  r ec e i ve  f r om  

go v e r n me n t .  I n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u ra l  se c to r ,  a n  a g r i c u l t u ra l  e x t e n s i on  

me t ho d  ha s  b ee n  u se d  f o r  ye a r s  a s  a  f a rm e r  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

me t ho do lo g y .  The  D e pa r tm e n t  o f  Ag r i c u l t u re  i n  L i mp o po  P r o v i n ce  

ha s  re ce n t l y  a do p te d  P a r t i c i pa t o r y  E x t en s i on  A pp r o ac h  (P EA )  a s  a n  
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of f i c i a l  m e t h o d o l ogy  f o r  de l i ve r y  o f  ex te n s i o n  se r vi ce s .   

 

H o we ve r ,  t he  s i t ua t i on  i n  w hi c h  r u r a l  f a rm i n g  c om m u ni t i e s  f i n d  

t h em se l ve s  re m a i ns  l a r ge l y  t he  s am e .  Th e re  i s  t he re f o r e  a  rea so n  t o  

h i gh l i g h t  the  p r ob l em s  e nc o u n t e r ed  w he n  o r ga n i s in g  po o r  p e op le  

w h o  a re  s ub o r d i na te  to  a n d  de pe nde n t  up o n  de ve l op me n t  a ge n t s .  

Th e  pa r t i c ipa t o r y  de ve l op me nt  l i t e r a t u re ’ s  a t t e mp t  to  de a l  w i t h  

t h ese  l i mi ta t i on s  i s  a t  m in i m um.  Peo p le  pa r t i c i pa t i on  f o r  

em po we rm en t  f o rm s  t he  c o re  l ea r n i n g  a re a  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  Th e  s t u d y  

f oc use s  on  pe op l e  pa r t i c ipa t io n  a s  a  me a ns  a nd  en d  o f  de ve l op me nt  

f o r  t r a n s f o r ma t i on  o f  t he  soc i e t y  i n  p oo r  r u ra l  c om mu n i t i e s .   

 

 

1 . 2  S TA T EM EN T O F TH E PR OB LEM  

 

D es p i t e  t he  u se  o f  s e ve ra l  pa r t i c ip a t o r y  m e t h o d s  i n  r u r a l  v i l l a ge s  

b y  de ve l o p me nt  f a c i l i t a t o r s ,  th e  s i t ua t i on  rem a i ns  l a r ge l y  t he  s a me .  

Th e  r u ra l  co m m u ni t i e s  o f  t he  Th i r d  W o r l d  s t i l l  l a ck  ca pa c i t y  t o  

be c o me  e qua l  pa r t ne r s  o f  de v e l o pm e n t  a gen c i e s  (C l a rk ,  B e k ke r  &  

C r o ss  19 94 : 8 3) .  T he r e  i s  s t i l l  a  t e n de nc y  b y  ce n t ra l  de c i s i o n  ma ke rs  

t o  de te rm ine  de ve lo pm e nt  s t ra t e g ie s  f o r  t h e  p oo r ,  t he  re a s on  be in g  

t h a t  th e  ec o n om i c a l l y  p oo r  a re  s o c i a l l y  a nd  p o l i t i c a l l y  w ea k  to  

de c i s i v e l y  in f lu en ce  f o rm ul a t io n  o f  de ve l o pm e n t  go a l s  ( Ma r t i n us se n  

1 9 9 5 : 4 2 ) .  S uc h  c o n d i t i o ns  d e pr i ve  t he  p eo p le  o f  a n  o p po r t u n i t y  t o  

de te r m in e  t he i r  f u t u r e .  Ac c o rd i n g  to  Mot t e u x ,  B i nn s ,  Ne l ,  an d  

R ow n t re e  (1 99 9 : 26 2 ) ,  S o u t h  Af r i c a n  ru ra l  c om mu n i t i e s ,  p a r t i cu la r l y  

i n  t he  f o rm e r  h ome l a nd  se t t l em en ts ,  a re  s t i l l  i n  a bs o l u te  po ve r t y .  

Th e  f o rm e r  ho me la n d  se t t l em en ts  a re  p re se n t l y  t he  c oun t r y ’ s  m os t  

ma t e r i a l l y  a n d  p s ych o l o gic a l l y  de pr i ve d  c omm un i t i e s .  The  a bsen ce  

o f  co m m u ni ca t i on  be t we e n  p a r t i c i pa n t s  a n d  d e ve l o pm ent  a ge nc ie s  

ha s  be en  n o t e d  t o  be  one  o f  th e  l i mi t i n g  f ac t o r s  o f  de ve l op me nt  i n  

s uc h  c om m uni t i e s .  S uc h  l i m i t a t io ns  a re  ca use d  mo s t l y  b y  t h e  wa y 

de ve l op me nt  i n s t i t u t i on s  a re  s t ru c t u red  (T re u r n i c h t  20 00 : 6 8 ) .   
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Th e  su gge s te d  s t r a t e g ie s  t o wa r ds  e n su r in g  de ve lo pm en t  i n  p oo r  

s oc ie t i e s ,  i s  to  ma ke  th e  p eo p le  a ware  o f  t he i r  s i t ua t i on  an d  

p os s i b i l i t i e s ,  t o  b r ea k  do w n  a l l  t he  ba r r i e r s  t ha t  l i mi t  pa r t i c i pa t i on ,  

an d  t o  e n su re  t ha t  t he  pe op l e  ga i n  e qu a l  o pp o r t u n i t i e s  in  dec i s io n -

ma k i n g  p roc e s se s .  T h i s  i s  po s s i b le  m os t l y  whe n  c o m m un i t i e s  a re  

o r g an i se d  i n to  sma l l e r  un i t s  ( Ma r t i nus se n  1 9 95 : 3 33 ) .  A  co mm u ni t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nk a ge  s t r uc t u r e  i s  su g ge s t ed  b y  Du ve l  ( 19 9 9 : 3 )  a s  a  

co mm u ni c a t io n  l i n k  be t we en  d e ve l op m en t  a gen c i e s  a nd  r u r a l  

co mm u ni t i e s .  H o we ve r ,  t he  s a me  ap p roa c h  ha s  bee n  a p p l i e d  t h r ou gh  

P a r t i c i pa t o r y  E x t en s i on  Ap pr oa c h  i n  t h e  s t ud y  a r ea ,  b u t  i t s  

co mp le x i t y  a p pe a r s  to  b e  t he  ma j o r  im pe d i me n t  o f  i t s  suc c e s s .  On  

t h e  o t he r  h a nd ,  th e  c o mm un i t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o up  a s  de f i ne d  b y  

S w an e po e l  an d  D e  Bee r  (2 00 6 : 89 )  ap p ea r s  to  b e  a  s i m p le  

a l t e r n a t i v e  s t r a t e gy  t o  e nha nc e  c o mm un i ca t io n  a nd  a f f o r d  e qu a l  

o p p o r t un i t i e s  t o  de c i s io n -m ak in g  p r oce s ses  a t  c om mun i t y  l e ve l .  

Th i s  s t a t e  o f  a f fa i r s  p r o m pt s  t he  co n ce p t io n  o f  t he  f o l l o wi n g  

r e sea rc h  a s s um pt i o n :   

An engagement  o f  a  proper  par t ic ipa tor y  deve l opment  

me thod  w i th  a  sma l l er  communi ty  in t er es t  g roup may  

cr ea te  an  env ironment  conduc ive  t o  f r ee  and  e f f e c t i ve  

par t ic i pa t i on  towards  empower ing  mor e  par t i c i pant s  i n  

rura l  communi t i e s .   

 

 

1 . 3  A I M S AN D OB JECT I V ES O F TH E S TU D Y  

 

Th e  a i m  o f  t he  s t ud y  i s  t o  de t e rmi ne  t he  a p pr oa ch  t ha t  mi gh t  

en ha nce  c o mm u n ic a t i o n  be t we en  pa r t i c i p an t s  a n d  de ve lo pme n t  

f a c i l i t a t o r s ,  a n d  a f f o rd  pa r t i c i pan t s  a n  ea s y  ac ce ss  an d  eq u a l  

o p p o r t un i t i e s  t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  d ec i s i o n - ma k i n g  p roc e s se s .  The  

s tu d y  see ks  t o  e s t a b l i sh  a n  a p p r oa ch  t ha t  m i gh t  be  s i m ple  a n d  

e f f ec t i ve  wh e n  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  me th o d s  s uc h  a s  Pa r t i c ip a t o r y  R u r a l  

A p p ra i s a l  ( P R A)  a re  en ga ge d  i n  w i th  co mm u ni t y  i n t e re s t  g r o u ps  on  

t h e  o n e  ha n d ,  a n d  co m m u ni t y  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  l i nka ge  s t ruc t u re s  o n  
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t h e  o t he r .  The  sp ec i f i c  o b j ec t i ve s  o f  th e  s t u d y a re :  

( 1 )  T o  co n d uc t  a n a l ys i s  o f  t wo  ca se s  in  o r de r  t o  e s t a b l i sh  how  P R A 

i mp r o ve s  c om mu nic a t i on  be twe e n  r o le  p la ye rs  a n d  i mp r o ve s  

a cc es s  t o  e qu a l  o ppo r tu n i t i e s  in  de c i s i o n -m a k in g  p roc e s se s .  The  

i n ve s t i ga t i on  i s  c on d uc te d  b e t wee n  peo p le  wh o  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  

c o mm u n i t y  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  a n d  t h o se  i n  co m m u ni t y  

o r gan i sa t i ona l  l in ka ge  s t r uc tu re s .   

( 2 )  T o  ac h i e ve  t h i s  ob j ec t i ve ,  t he  s t ra t e gy  i s  t o  re v ie w  l i t e ra tu re  on  

t he  f o l l ow i n g su b j ec t s :  

( a )  C on ce p t  o f  de ve l o pme nt ;  pa r t i c ip a t o r y  de ve l o pme n t  

co nc ep t ;  a nd  p a r t i c i pa to r y  d e ve l op me n t  t he o r i e s  su c h  a s  

co mm u ni t y  de ve l o p me nt ,  c o nsc ie n t i s a t i on ,  h um a ni s m ,  an d  

pe op l e - ce n t red  de ve lo p me n t .  Th i s  h e l ps  t o  d e f i ne  

de ve l op me nt  a n d  t o  ge ne r a t e  k no wl e d ge  a b ou t  p eo p le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  and  d e ve l o pm en t .  

( b )  P a r t i c i pa t o r y  de ve l o p me nt  me t ho ds  s uc h  a s  Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

R u r a l  A pp ra i s a l  ( PR A ) ,  a nd  f ac i l i t a t i o n  m e t ho d  i n  o rd e r  t o  

ge ne r a t e  k n o wl e d ge  ab ou t  t he  me th ods  in  r e l a t i o n  to  p eop le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  and  d a t a  c o l l e c t io n .   

( c )  C om m u n i t y  g r o up  d yn a m ic s  i n  o rd e r  t o  l e a r n  h ow  gr ou ps  

a r e  f o rm e d  a n d  i n s t i t u t i ona l i s e d  f o r  f r ee  pe op le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .   

( d )  S o ut h  Af r i ca n  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  re sea rc h ,  a n d  p e op le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n i t i a t i ve s  i n  S ou t h  Af r i ca  i n  o rd e r  t o  l e a r n  

h o w  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  a dm i n i s t e re d  i n  d a y  to  da y  

de ve l op me nt  a c t i v i t i e s .   

 

 

1 . 4  TH E RA TI O NA LE F O R T HE S TU D Y  

 

P e o p le  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  p r oc es se s  a im ed  a t  i m p r o vi n g  the i r  l i v in g  

co nd i t i on s  i s  pa r am ou n t  t o  th e i r  u l t im a te  e mp o wer me n t .  As  a n  

a g r i c u l t u ra l  e x t en s i o n  wo rke r  i n  p u b l i c  ad m i n i s t ra t i on ,  d o i n g  

co mm u ni t y  de ve l o p me nt ,  t h e  r e se a r ch e r  f o un d  i t  w o r th w hi le  to  
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ac q u i re  mo r e  k n o wl e d ge  i n  pa r t i c ipa t o r y  de ve lo p me n t  

me t ho do lo g ie s .  T he  k no wl e d ge  i n  de ve lo p me n t  me th odo l o g i e s  m a y 

en ha nce  o n e ’s  ap p l i ca t io n  o f  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  d e ve l o pme nt  a p p r oac he s  

i n  c o mm un i t y  de ve l opm e nt  i n i t i a t i ve s .  The  re q u i re d  k n o w le d ge  

co ve r s  a rea s  o f  d e ve l opm e nt  su c h  a s  pe o p l e  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de ve l op me nt  pa r t i c u la r l y  i n  g r o up  se t u ps ,  a n d  pe o p le  

em po we rm en t  t o war d s  se l f -e s te em  an d  se l f - re l i a nc e .  

 

H a v i n g  re a l i s e d  t ha t  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  a pp r oa che s  ha ve  be en  a p p l i e d  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de ve lo p me nt  w i th o u t  a  su cc es s ,  t he  s tu d y  wa s  t he re f o re  

i n s p i r ed  b y  e n t h us i a sm  to  c ome  u p  w i t h  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  t he  c u r re n t  

s i t ua t i o n  i n  r u ra l  co mm uni t i e s .  I t  wa s  a l s o  i n sp i re d  b y  a n  ea ge r ne s s  

t o  d e t e r m i ne  a n  a p p ro p r ia te  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  d e ve l op m e nt  m ode l  t h a t  

ca n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  co n t r i bu te  t o  th e  em po we rm en t  o f  t h e  pe op l e  i n  

r u r a l  co mm u ni t i e s .  T he  mo d e l  ma y  be  a  p a r t i c i pa to r y  de ve lo p me n t  

ap p roa c h  s i m pl i f i e d  f o r  f i e ld  c o mm un i t y  de ve l o p me n t  w o r ke r s  w ho  

i n te ra c t  w i t h  c om m u n i t i e s  o n  da y  t o  da y  ba s i s .  Th i s  i n c l u de s  

me t ho ds  tha t  m a y  e v o ke  r i go r o us  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  a  va r i e t y  o f  

co mm u ni t y  g ro up s ’  p a r t i c i pa t i on  en v i r o nm en t ,  i n s t i l l i n g  a  s e n se  o f  

o w ne r sh i p  a nd  re sp o n s i b i l i t y  a m o n g p a r t i c i pa n t s ,  a nd  ge n e r a t e  a  

s e n se  o f  s e l f - re l i an ce  i n  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s .   

 

 

1 . 5  S I G N I F IC A NC E OF  T H E S TU D Y  

 

Th e  s t ud y  se e k s  t o  i n f o r m  de ve l o pme n t  a ge n t s  i n  G o ve r n me nt  an d  

N o n -G o ve r n m ent a l  O r ga n i sa t i o ns  (NG O s )  ab ou t  e l em e n ts  t o  be  

co ns id e r ed  i n  soc ie t y  i n  t he  im pl em e nta t io n  o f  de ve lo p me n t  

p r o gra m m es ,  a n d  t o  ma ke  a p p r op r ia t e  c ho i ce s  o f  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  

m o de l s  f o r  e f f e c t i ve  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  e m p owe rme nt  o f  r u r a l  

co mm u ni t i e s .  F r om  t he  f i nd i n gs  o f  t he  s t u d y ,  co m m u ni t y  g r o u p s  

ma y  l e a r n  t o  c r ea te  a n  i n t e r na l  en v i r o nm en t  t ha t  i s  c o n d uc i ve  to  

f re e  pa r t i c ip a t io n .  T he  ou tc om es  o f  t he  s t u d y  wo u l d  a l so  ma ke  a  

co n t r i b u t i o n  t o  ru ra l  c o m mu n i t y  de ve l op m e nt  b o d y  o f  k no wl e d ge  o n  
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ad a p ta t i o n  a nd  a d ju s t m en t  o f  PR A  t oo l s  f o r  e f f e c t i ve  ge ne ra t i o n  o f  

i n f o rm a t i o n .  

 

 

1 . 6  C H A PTER LAYO UT  

 

Th e  s t u d y i s  o r ga n i se d  i n t o  f i ve  ch ap t e r s .  

C ha p t e r  1 :  Ba ck gr ou n d  an d  re se a rc h  d es i gn ;  Cha p t e r  2 :  L i t e ra t u re  

r e vi e w  m e an t  t o  de ve l o p  t heo re t i ca l  i n s i gh t ;  C hap te r  3 :  Re sea rc h  

me t ho do lo g y  w hi c h  em b r ac es  f i e l d  re sea rc h  i n  pe op le  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

i n  g r ou p  e n v i r o nm e nt ;  C hap te r  4 :  P r e se n t a t i o n  o f  r e s u l t s  an d  

D isc us s i o n ,  a n d  Cha p t e r  5 :  S u mm a r y,  Co nc l u s i on  an d  

Re co m m en d a t i o n s .  

 

 

1 . 7  D EF IN I TI O N O F CO N CE PT S  

 

Commun i t y  i n t e re s t  g roup  r e f e r s  t o  a  co m m u ni t y  de ve l o pme nt  g r ou p  

co ns i s t in g  o f  . . . ”  a  n u mb e r  o f  pe r so ns  w h o  c o m m un ic a te  wi t h  o ne  

an o t h e r  o f t en  o ve r  a  s pan  o f  t im e  an d  w ho  a re  f e w  en o u gh  so  th a t  

ea c h  pe r so n  i s  a b l e  t o  c omm un i c a t e  w i t h  a l l  t he  o t he rs ,  n o t  a t  

s ec on d  ha nd ,  t h r o ugh  o t he r  pe o p l e ,  bu t  f a c e - t o - f ac e"  ( Sw an e po e l  & 

D e  B ee r  20 0 6 :8 9) .  I t  i s  a  s e l f - i den t i f i ed  s e t  o f  pe rs on s  w i th  s o me  

co mm o n  i n t e r e s t  w h ic h  m a y  be  o f  r e s i d en t i a l  a r ea ,  ag e ,  ge n de r ,  

e t hn ic i t y  o r  o t he r  g r o u p i n g  ( U ph of f  1 9 92  c i t e d  b y  No va f r i ca  

2 0 0 5 : 6 3 ) ,  an d  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  s ha re  a n  i de n t i t y  an d  i n t e r e s t  a s  a  

co l l ec t i ve  (Ra hm an  1 9 9 3 : 2 1 ) .   

 

Commun i t y  o rgan i sa t i ona l  l i nkage  s t ruc tu re  i s  a  bo d y  c on s i s t i n g  o f  

em po we re d  r ep r e sen t a t i v es  o f  t he  c om m u ni t y  o r  i t s  s ub - c om m i t t ee s  

t h a t  f ac i l i t a t e s  o rga n i sa t i o na l  l i n k age s  be t wee n  t he  c o mm u n i t i e s  

w i t h  e x t e r n a l  de ve l o p me nt  pa r t ne r s  (D u ve l  2 0 05 : 4 ) .  T h i s  i s  a l s o  

r e f e r re d  t o  a s  umbre l l a  o rgan i sa t i on  (N o va f r i c a  2 0 0 5 : 6 1) .  T he  t w o 

co nc ep t s  a re  use d  i n t e r c h an g ea b l y  th r o u gh ou t  t he  s tu d y.  
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Par t i c i pa t i on  e nv i r onmen t  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  re f e r s  t o  t he  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u p ’s  in t e r na l  s ys te ms  ( Ro b e r t s  1 9 79 : 1 07 )  t ha t  ha ve  an  i n f l ue n ce  

o n  t he  be ha v i o u r  a n d  i n t e r ac t i o n  a m o n g  t he  g r o u p  m em be r s  on  t he  

o ne  ha nd ,  a nd  t he  p ra c t i c e s  a n d  n or m s  on  t he  o t he r ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  to  

t h e  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  the  g r o up .  Th i s  i n t e r na l  e n v i r o nme nt  a l s o  in c l ude s  

t h e  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  s t r uc t u r e  d e s i gn  ( Ru h i i ga  2 0 01 : 1 9)  w h i ch  i n  t he  

co n t e x t  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  r e f e r s  t o  t he  w a y  t he  c omm u ni t y  g r o u p  i s  

s t r uc t u re d  a s  a n  o rg a n i sa t i on .   

 

Se l f -e s t e em  i s  “a  s e n se  o f  w or t h  a n d  se l f - re s pe c t ,  o f  no t  b e i n g  u se d  

a s  a  t oo l  b y  o t he r s  f o r  th e i r  o wn  e n ds”  ( T o d a r o  a nd  S m i t h  2 0 06 :2 1 ) ,  

w h i ch  me a n s  a  sen se  o f  be i n g  a  pe r s on  i n  t he  s oc ie t y ,  e n j o y i n g 

ba s ic  s oc i a l  e l e m en t s  o f  i de n t i t y ,  d i g n i t y ,  r e co gn i t i o n  an d  h on o u r .  

Th i s  i s  a l s o  a  be l i e f  o ne  h as  i n  o ne se l f  t ha t  o ne  ha s  c apa b i l i t i e s  t o  

d o  t h i n g s ,  a n d  a  f e e l i n g  o f  one ’s  t ru s t  a n d  p re pa re d ne s s  to  t a ke  

r i sks  ( S wane p o e l  &  De  Be e r  2 00 6 : 13 ) .    

 

Se l f - r e l i ance  i s  “a  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  th a t  r e ga rd s  one ’s  o wn  m e n ta l  an d 

ma t e r i a l  r e so urc e s  a s  t he  p r i m ar y  s t oc k  t o  d ra w  o n  i n  th e  p u rs u i t  o f  

o ne ’s  o b j ec t i ve s ,  an d  f in d s  e m ot i o na l  f u l f i lm e n t  no t  o n l y  i n  

ac h i e v i n g  t he  o b j e c t i ve s  a s  s u ch ,  bu t  a l so  i n  t h e  ve r y  f a c t  o f  ha v in g  

ac h i e ved  t h em  p r im a r i l y  b y  u s i n g  on e ’ s  ow n  r e s ou rc es”  ( R ahm a n  

1 9 9 3 : 1 9 ) .  Ha q ue ,  Me hta ,  Ra hm an  a nd  Wi gna ra j  ( 19 7 7 )  q uo t e d  b y  

B u r ke y  ( 1 9 9 3 : 2 05 )  d e f i ne  s e l f - r e l i a nc e  a s  t o  i mp l y  “ t he  e x p re s s io n  

o f  t he  in d i v id u a l ’ s  f a i th  i n  h i s  o r  h e r  o wn  a b i l i t i e s  a nd  t he  

f o u n da t i on  i n  w hic h  ge n u i ne  de ve l o pm e n t  c an  p roc ee d . ”  Se l f -

r e l i a n ce  m a y  t he re f o r e  b e  c o n ce i ve d  o f  a s  re l i a nce  o n  one se l f  w i t h  

co nf i de nce  b a se d  o n  o ne ’ s  c a pa b i l i t i e s  t o  i n i t i a t e ,  p l an ,  an d 

m o b i l i s e  th e  re q u i red  re so u r ce s ,  i mp l e me nt  a n d  e va lua te  

p r o gra m m es  m ea n t  f o r  i m p r o ve me nt  o f  o ne ’ s  l i v i n g  c o nd i t i o n s .  

 

Sus t enance  pa r t i c i pa t io n:  Th e  c onc ep t  “ s u s t e nan ce ”  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  

b y  To da r o  a nd  S m i t h  (2 00 6 : 21 )  a s  t he  a b i l i t y  o f  t he  p eop le  t o  m e e t  
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t h e i r  ba s ic  ne e d s .  H o we ve r ,  i t  i s  de f in e d  b y  Me r r i am  We b s t e r ’ s  

D ic t i on a r y  an d  The sa u rus  a s  “ t h e  a c t  o f  s us t a i n i n g . ”  T he  l a t t e r  

de f i n i t i o n  o f  t he  c onc ep t  “ s us t e n an ce ”  i s  a t t a c hed  t o  p eo p le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  a n d  i t  i s  u se d  i n  t h i s  s t ud y  i n  pa r t i c u l a r  t o  re f e r  t o  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  pe o p le  i n  c om m u n i t y  g r o u ps  to wa rd s  s us ta i n i n g  t he  

o u t c o me s  o f  th e i r  e f f o r t s .  

 

Task  g roup  i s  u sed  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  t o  re f e r  t o  a  f o c u s  g r o u p  t ha t  wa s  

g i ve n  re sp o ns i b i l i t i e s  t o  f i n d  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  th e  c ha l l e n ge s  f a ce d  b y  

t h e  e n t i re  you th  g ro u p  d u r i n g  t he  ma p p i n g  a n d  t ra n sec t  wa lk .  T he  

t a sk s  gr o u ps  we r e  o bse r ve d  d ur in g  PR A e xe rc i s e .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 10 

 

CHAPTER 2  

 

 

VIEWS ON PEOPLE PARTICIPATION AND EMPOWERMENT 

 

 

2 . 1  IN TR O DU CTI O N 

 

To  d e ve l o p  th eo r e t i c a l  i n s i gh t  t ha t  mi gh t  e nh a n ce  t he  un de rs t a nd in g  

o f  d e ve l o pm e nt  a n d  pa r t i c i p a t o r y  d e ve l opm e n t  m e t ho d s  r e l a t i n g  t o  

pe op l e  em p owe rm en t ,  i t  was  nec e s sa r y  t o  do  a  l i t e ra tu r e  re v i e w.  

Th e  f i r s t  pa r t  o f  t h i s  r e v i ew  exa m ine s  t he  t he o re t i ca l  f ra m ew o r k  

w i t h i n  w hi ch  t h e  b r oa d  de ve lo p me n t  co nc e p t  a n d  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

de ve l op me nt  a re  co n te x t ua l i s e d  w i th i n  t he  h uma n  de ve lo p me n t  

co nc ep t .  T he  c o nc ep t ua l i s a t i o n  o f  dev e l o pm en t  in  t h i s  s tu d y  m a y 

co n t r i b u te  t o  e f f o r t s  t owa r ds  f i n d i n g  s o l u t i o ns  t o  th e  p r o b le m s  o f  

t h e  m as se s  o f  po o r  pe o p le  in  t he  Th i rd  W or ld  ( M o na h en g 

2 0 0 0 : 1 2 4 ) .  T he  s ec o nd  pa r t  o f  t he  r e v ie w  s t u d i e s  t he  va r i o u s  

pa r t i c ip a t o r y  t h eor ie s  t o  de ve l o p  t he o re t i ca l  un d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  

h um a n  de ve lo p me nt  th ro u g h  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  a nd  e mp ower me n t .  The  

s tu d y  o f  pa r t i c ip a t o r y  de v e l opm e n t  me t h o ds  c o ns t i t u t es  t he  th i r d  

pa r t  o f  t he  re v ie w sec t i on .  T he  f o r t h  pa r t  o f  t he  r e v ie w  e xa mi ne s  

co mm u ni t y  g r ou p  d im e n s i o n s  t ha t  m ig h t  be  id ea l  f o r  en han ce me nt  

o f  an  e n v i ro n me n t  c on du c i ve  t o  p eo p le  p a r t i c i pa t i on  an d  

em po we rm en t .  So u t h  Af r i c an  re se a r ch  o n  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i s  

a l so  re vi e we d  t o  me as u re  t he  co v e ra ge  o f  de ve l o p men t  re sea rc h  

ac ro s s  t he  c ou n t r y .  The  re vi e w  o f  t he  S o u t h  Af r i c a n  in i t i a t i ve s  f o r  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  f o r m s  th e  l a s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c hap te r .    

 

Th e  re v i ew  wa s  do ne  on  a  n um be r  o f  l i t e ra t u re  r e so u rce s .  T he  

s ou r ce s  i n c l u de d  b o oks  a n d  j o u rna l  a r t i c l e s  a c q u i red  f r o m t he  

u n i ve r s i t y  a n d  o th e r  pu b l i c  l i b r a r y  f ac i l i t i e s .  T he  o th e r  l i t e r a t u re  

s ou r ce s  i nc l u de d  ma te r i a l s  f r om  co nf e re n ce  p ro ce ed in g s  o f  
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de ve l op me nt  so c i e t i e s .  So me  o f  t he  a r t i c l e s  we re  ac ce s sed  f ro m  

e l e c t r on ic  so ur ce s  s uc h  a s  in te r ne t  r e se r ve s  a nd  t e l e v i s io n  

b r o adc a s t s .  Go ve rn me nt  re gu l a t i o n  a nd  po l i c y  d ocu me nt s  wer e  a l so  

i n co rp o r a t ed  in to  th e  l i t e ra t u re  re v i ew  a s  so u rce s  o f  i n f o r ma t i on  i n  

co mm u ni t y  d e ve l o pm e n t  a nd  p ub l i c  pa r t i c ip a t io n .   

 

 

2 . 2  C O NCE P T O F DE VE LO P M ENT  

 

Be f o re  h u ma n  de ve l o pm e nt  a n d  p a r t i c i pa t i on  a re  d i s cu s se d ,  i t  i s  

i m pe ra t i ve  t o  ha ve  i ns i g h t  on  t he  d e f i n i t i on  a n d  t h e  m a i n  o b j ec t i ve s  

o f  de ve l o pm e nt  in  ge ne ra l .  De ve l o p me n t  i s  “b o th  a  ph y s ic a l  r ea l i t y  

an d  a  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  i n  w h ic h  so c i e t y  h a s  s e c u re d  t he  me a n s  f o r  

o b t a i n i n g  a  be t t e r  l i f e ”  ( To d a r o  an d  S m i th  2 00 6 : 2 2 ) .  Th r o u gh  t h i s  

p r o ce s s  t he  s oc i e t y  e ns u re s  g r o wth  i n  w ea l t h  ac q u i s i t i on  an d  me n t a l  

en r i c hm e n t  a n d  th e  be t t e r me n t  o f  t he  q ua l i t y  l i v i n g  c on d i t io n s  o f  

a l l  th e  p e op le .  Th e  s o c i e t y  u se s  a  c om b i n a t i o n  o f  s oc i a l ,  e co n om ic  

an d  i ns t i t u t i on a l  p r o ce s ses  a s  t he  me an s  t o  ac qu i re  b e t t e r  l i v in g  

co nd i t i on s .  Th i s  de f i n i t i on  o f  de ve lo pme nt  ge ne ra te d  t he  f o l l o wi n g  

de ve l op me nt  o b j e c t i ve s :  

( a )  To  i nc r ea se  t h e  a va i l a b i l i t y  a n d  d i s t r i bu t i o n  o f  bas i c  go o ds  

ne e d ed  f o r  h uma n  l i f e - s us t en an ce .  S uc h  ba s i c  go ods  i n c l ude  

f o o d ,  sh e l t e r ,  hea l th  a n d  se cu r i t y .  

( b )  To  i mp r o ve  t he  l e ve l  o f  l i v i n g  i n  re s p ec t  o f  so c i a l  a s pe c t s  

s uc h  a s  h ou se ho l d  a n d  na t i o na l  i nc ome ,  e duc a t i o n ,  a n d  hu m a n  

cu l t u ra l  va l ue s ,  f o r  t he  e n ha n ce me n t  o f  i n d i v i d ua l  a nd  

na t i o na l  m a t e r i a l  we l l - be i n g  a n d  se l f -e s te e m.  

( c )  To  ex p an d  th e  r a ng e  o f  t h e  a va i l a b le  in d i v i d ua l  a n d  na t i on a l  

ec o n o mi c  a n d  s oc ia l  c ho i c e s  b y  f r ee in g  t he m  f rom  se r v i t u de  

b y  f o rce s  o f  i g no r anc e  a n d  hu ma n  mi se r y  o n  th e  o n e  ha nd ,  an d  

de pe n de nce  f r om  o t he r  pe op l e  a n d  n a t io n a l  s t a t e s  on  t he  

o t he r .  

D e ve l op m en t  i s  t he re f o re  l e s s  c o nce rn e d  a bo u t  hu m a n  w ea l t h  t ha n  

w e l l - be in g  a s  i t s  u l t i m a t e  e n d ,  the  ba s i c  t o  wh ic h  a r e  l i ve l i h o o d ,  
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sec u r i t y ,  an d  sus t a i na b i l i t y  ( Co e t ze e  20 01 :1 2 6 ) .  Th i s  i s  a l s o  

de pe n de n t  o n  w ha t  pe op l e  a re  ca pa b le  o f  d o i n g  an d  be in g .  T he  

em ph as i s  i s  t ha t  we a l t h  i s  n o t  t he  s am e  a s  we l l - b e i n g .  S w an e po e l  

an d  De  B ee r  ( 2 006 :7 )  a g re e  th a t  p o ve r t y  i s  a  su f f e r ing  f r om  i l l -

be in g  a nd  de ve l o pm e nt  i s  we l l be i n g  w h i ch  en c o mpa sses  ma te r i a l ,  

b o d i l y ,  a n d  s oc i a l  w e l l be i n g  o n  t he  o ne  ha n d ,  an d  sec u r i t y  a n d 

f re ed o m  o f  ch o ic e  a nd  a c t i on  o n  t he  o th e r .  Th i s  m ea n s  t h a t  

de ve l op me nt  i s  ab o u t  pe o p le .  

     

F r o m  t he  a bo ve  i n s i gh t ,  th i s  s e c t i on  o f  t he  r e v i e w  i s  ab l e  t o  

co nc ep t ua l i s e  d e ve l op m en t .  T he  s t udy  f ou n d  t h a t  de ve lo p me nt  i s  a  

b r o ade r  co n ce p t  t h a t  e n t a i l s  pe r so na l ,  s oc i a l ,  po l i t i ca l  an d  

ec o n o mi c  de ve l o pm e n t .  The  f i r s t  t h r e e  d e ve l o pm en t  c o n t e x t s  a re  

ba sed  on  h u ma n  deve lo p me n t  a s  a  f o u n da t i on  i n  th a t  d e ve l opm e n t  i n  

i t s  m ea n i n gf u l  s e n se  b e g in s  w i t h  a nd  w i t h i n  t he  i nd i v i dua l  (Bu r ke y  

1 9 9 3 : 3 5 ) .  Ho we ve r ,  t he  s tu d y  d we l l s  m os t l y  o n  pe rs ona l  a n d  s oc i a l  

pe r spe c t i v es .   

 

Th e  f o l l o wi n g  d e f i n i t i o n s  o f  d e ve lo p m ent  he l p  u s  i n  s e t t i n g  o u r  

f oc us  on t o  t he  co r e  o f  th e  l i t e ra t u re  r e v i e w.  Th e  de f i n i t io ns  a l so  

he lp  u s  to  c l ea r l y  c o n te x t ua l i s e  de ve lo pm en t  a s  a  c o nc ep t  i n  

r e l a t i on  t o  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  a s  a  m e ans ,  an d  em po we rm en t  a s  a n  e n d .  

F r o m  G ra n ’ s  ( 19 83 : 2 )  w or k ,  we  f i n d  h uma n  de ve lo pme nt  ba s ic a l l y  

a s  a  p r oc es s  o f  g i v i n g  t he  pe o p l e  po we r  t o  c on t r o l  t he i r  f u t u re ,  

w h i le  pe op l e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  c on s t i t u t e s  t he  ba s i s  f o r  t h e  wh o le  

p he n om e no n .  G r an  ( 1 9 83 )  de f i ne s  de ve l o pm e n t  a s  a  s oc ia l  an d 

p ra c t i ca l  p r oce s s  wh ic h  a i ms  a t  t h e  l i be ra t i on  o f  hu ma n  po t en t i a l  so  

t h a t  pe o p l e  a c q u i re  t he  m ax i m um  s o c i a l l y  f e a s i b le  a n d  p r ac t i c a l  

co n t r o l  o ve r  a l l  t he  a va i l a b le  re so urc es  ne e d ed  f o r  th e  r e a l i s a t i o n  

o f  b as i c  h um an  n ee d s  a nd  se cu r i t y .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t he  po o r  i n  

pa r t i c u l a r ,  i s  f re e  t o  e f f e c t i ve l y  a nd  m e an i n gf u l l y  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  

s oc ia l ,  p o l i t i c a l  an d  e co n om ic  i n t e r ac t i on s  f o r  e con om ic  

ad va nce m e nt  an d  pe op l e  e m p o we r me n t .  I n  o th e r  w o rds ,  

de ve l op me nt  i s  ab o u t  l i be ra t i o n  o f  h u ma n  p o t e n t i a l  t o war ds  
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pe op l e ’ s  a b s o l u te  c o n t r o l  o ve r  re so u rc es  t o  me e t  t he i r  h um a n  ba s ic  

ne e d s .  De ve l o pm e nt  i s  t he re f o re  f o r  t he  p eo p le  and  b y  th e  pe o p l e .   

 

F r o m  a  peo p le -c e n t r e d  de ve l op me n t  p e r sp ec t i ve ,  de ve lo pme n t  

me a ns :  

a  p r o ce s s  b y  w h ic h  the  me m b er s  o f  a  s oc i e t y  inc re ase  t he i r  

pe r so na l  a n d  i ns t i t u t i on a l  ca pa c i t i e s  t o  m o b i l i s e  a nd  m ana ge  

r e s ou rc e s  t o  p r od u ce  su s ta i n ab l e  a nd  j u s t l y  d i s t r i bu t e d  

i m p r o ve me n t s  i n  t he i r  q ua l i t y  o f  l i f e  co n s i s t en t  w i t h  t he i r  

o w n  a sp i r a t io ns  ( Ko r t en  1 99 0 : 5 7 ) .  

 

F r o m  Ko r t e n ’s  de f i n i t i o n ,  pe o p l e - ce n t red  de v e l o pm e nt  m e a ns  t he  

p r o ce s se s  b y  wh i ch  peo p l e  a s  i n d i v i d ua l s  a n d  s t r uc t u re s  ma ke  

e f f o r t s  t he m se l ves  t o  i mp r o ve  the i r  o w n  q ua l i t y  o f  l i f e  ac c o r d i n g  t o  

t h e i r  a sp i ra t i ons ,  a n d  t h r o u gh  the  s us t a i na b l e  m ob i l i s a t i o n  an d  

ma na ge me nt  o f  a va i l a b le  r e s ou rc es  f o r  l e g i t i m a t e  a nd  e qu i t ab le  

d i s t r i b u t i on  o f  t he  b e ne f i t s  a mon g th e  s oc ie t y .   

 

A cc o rd in g  t o  Bu rke y  (1 99 3 : 35 ) ,  de ve l o p me nt  i s  a l s o :   

a  p r oc es s  b y  w hi ch  an  i n d i v i d ua l  de ve l o ps  s e l f - re spe c t ,  an d  

be c om e s  m o re  s e l f - co n f i de n t ,  s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  co o pe r a t i v e  a n d 

t o le ra n t  t o  o t he rs  t h r o u gh  b ec om i n g  a wa r e  o f  h i s / he r  

s ho r t c omi n g s  a s  we l l  a s  h i s / he r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p os i t i ve  cha n ge .  

Th i s  t a ke s  p l ac e  t h r ou gh  w o rk i n g  w i t h  o t he r s ,  a cq u i r i ng  n e w 

k n o wl e d ge ,  a n d  a c t i v e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t he  e c o n om ic ,  so c i a l  an d  

p o l i t i ca l  de ve lo pme n t  o f  th e i r  co mm un i t i e s .  

 

Th i s  m ea n s  t ha t  d e ve l o pm en t  i s  a  p r oc e ss  t h r ou gh  w hic h  p e op le  

be c o me  a wa re  o f  t he i r  c a pa b i l i t i e s ,  a cq u i r e  k n o wl ed ge  an d  w or k  i n  

a  c o l l e c t i ve  t o  me e t  th e i r  a b s t ra c t  ne ed s  ( S wa ne p oe l  a n d  De  Be e r  

2 0 0 6 : 2 6 )  s uc h  a s  s e l f - r e s pe c t ,  s e l f -c o nf i d enc e ,  a n d  se l f - re l i a nce ,  

an d  t he y  a l so  be co me  c o l l e c t i ve  i n  a  s oc ia l ,  e c on o mi c  an d  p o l i t i c a l  

i n te ra c t i o n  f o r  p os i t i ve  ch a n ge  i n  t he i r  s o c i e t y .  In  o th e r  w o r ds ,  

pe op l e  wo r k  t o  de ve l o p  the m se l ve s .   

 

D e ve l op m en t  i s  no t  o n l y  a bo u t  re l e a s i n g  h u ma n  po te n t i a l ,  b u t  a l so  

ab ou t  i nc re as i n g  hu m an  po t e n t i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  i n c r ea s i n g  i ns t i t u t i on a l  

ca pa c i t y  t o  c on t ro l  r e so u r ce s .  Th e  e m p ha s i s  i s  t ha t  t he  de c i s i o n  o n  



 14 

de ve l op me nt  o f  a  soc ie t y  has  t o  b e  i n  t he  han d s  o f  t he  co mm u ni t y  

me m be r s  t he mse l ve s  wi t ho u t  an y  p r e sc r i p t i on  f r om  a n  o u t s i de r .  The  

p he n om e no n  ma y  b e  a  l on g  p ro ce s s  to  a l l o w t he  pa r t i c i p a t i n g  

pa r t i e s  t o  de ve lo p  suc h  ca pa c i t y  t o  m a na g e  a n d  m o bi l i s e  t he  

r e s ou rc e s  f o r  t he i r  o w n  b ene f i t  ( De  Be e r  19 9 7 : 3 0) .  De ve l o p me nt  a s  

an  e mp o wer i n g  p ro ce s s  i s  no t  o n l y  a b ou t  e m po we rme nt ,  bu t  a l s o  

ab ou t  b u i l d i n g  i n s t i t u t i ona l  c apa c i t y  t o wa r ds  s us ta i na b le  

i m p r o ve me n t  o f  l i v i n g  s t a nda r d  o f  t he  pe op l e .   

  

F r o m  To da r o  a nd  S m i th ’ s  ( 2 00 6 : 17 )  e c on om i c  an d  soc i a l  

pe r spe c t i v e ,  d e ve l o pm e nt  i s  a  p ro ce s s  m ea n t  f o r  eq u i t a b le  s oc i a l  

an d  e c on omi c  t r ans f o rm a t i o n  o f  t he  s oc ie t y  th r ou g h  

i n s t i t u t i ona l i s e d  soc ia l  s t r uc t u r e s ,  a n d  peo p le ’ s  po s i t i ve  a t t i t u de s  

f o r  a n  a c ce le ra te d  an d  i nc re ase d  g r o wt h  a nd  p o ve r t y  e r ad ic a t i o n .  I n  

t h i s  de f i n i t i o n  To da ro  an d  Sm i t h  a g r ee  wi t h  Ko r te n  ( 1 990 : 5 7 )  t h a t  

de ve l op me nt  i s  a  p r oc es s  o f  b r i n gi ng  e q u i t a b l e  soc ie ta l  c ha n ge  

t h ro u g h  s t r uc t u ra l  ca pa c i t i e s .  I t  i s  a l so  su s t a i na b l e  use  o f  re so u r ce s  

o n  t he  o ne  ha n d .  B u rke y  ( 19 93 : 35 )  p o i n t s  o u t  th a t  p os i t i ve  an d  

p o p u la r  a t t i t u de  a re  i m p o r ta n t  f o r  c o l l e c t i ve  co ope r a t i on  an d 

t o le ra nc e  in  d e v e l op m en t  o n  t he  o t he r .   

 

D e ve l op m en t  i s  b r i e f l y  d e f i ne d  b y  U n i te d  Na t i o n s  De ve lo pme n t  

P r o g r am m e/ U ND P  ( 1 99 0 : 10 )  a s  “ a  p r oc e s s  o f  en l a r g i ng  p e op l e ’ s  

ch o i ce ”  whi c h  en co mpa sses ,  a mo n g  o t he r s ,  op po r t u n i t i e s  f o r  be i n g  

c r ea t i ve  a nd  p r od uc t i ve  a s  we l l  a s  t o  a c q u i re  s e l f -a c tu a l i s a t i o n  an d 

se l f - r e s pe c t .  To  unde r s t an d  th e  c onc ep t  o f  “e n l a r g in g  t h e  pe op l e ’ s  

ch o i ce ”  one  n ee d s  t o  be a r  i n  m in d  t ha t  “ h um a n  be in gs  a re  bo r ne  

w i t h  ce r t a i n  p o t en t i a l  c ap a b i l i t i e s  a nd  f un c t io n i n gs .  Se n  c i t e d  b y  

To da r o  a n d  S m i t h  ( 2 0 06 : 18  & 20 )  e x p la i n s  t he se  f u nc t i o n i n gs  a s  

w ha t  one  ca n  d o  suc h  a s  pa r t i c ip a t i o n ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  th e  f re ed o m  o f  

ch o i ce  a n d  c o n t ro l  o f  one ’s  ow n  l i f e  on  t he  o n e  ha nd ,  an d  

ca pa b i l i t i e s  a s  t he  f r ee d om  of  c h o ice  o f  f unc t i o n i n gs  r e la t i ve  t o  

o ne ’s  p e rs on a l  c ha r ac t e r i s t i c s  o n  t he  o t he r .  In  o th e r  w o rd s ,  

de ve l op me nt  i s  a bo u t  a c t i va t i n g  pe op l e ’ s  b o r n  a b i l i t i e s  i n t o  a c t io n  



 15 

f o r  c ha n ge  in  t he i r  l i ve s .   

 

I t  sh o u l d  b e  n o te d  t ha t  t he  pu rp ose  o f  d e ve l op m en t  i s  to  c r ea te  a n  

en v i r o nm e n t  i n  wh i ch  a l l  pe o p l e  ca n  e xpa n d  t h ese  c ap a b i l i t i e s  

( U N D P  1 9 94 ,  c i t ed  b y  T o da ro  1 99 7 : 1 6) .  H uma n  de ve lo p me n t  i s  a l so  

a i m e d  a t  e x pa n d in g  t he se  h uma n  f u nc t i on i n gs  a n d  c ap a b i l i t i e s  

( U N D P  20 00 : 1 7) .  H u ma n  de ve l opm e n t  t h u s  a l so  re f l ec t s  h um a n  

o u t c o me s  i n  t he se  f un c t io n i n gs  a nd  ca pa b i l i t i e s .  I t  r ep r e se n t s  a  

p r o ce s s  a s  we l l  a s  a n  e nd .  The  o the r  a re a s  o f  en l a rge d  pe o p l e ’ s  

ch o i ce  h i g h l y  va lue d  b y  pe o p le  i nc l ud e  pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  

em po we rm en t ,  a nd  a  s e n se  o f  b e l on g i n g  to  a  co m m u ni ty .  The  

em ph as i s  s ho u ld  be  p u t  on  t he  p r in c i p l e  th a t  “ de ve lo p me nt  i s  o f  t he  

pe op l e ,  f o r  t he  pe o p l e  a nd  b y  t h e  pe o p l e”  ( UND P  2 00 0 :1 7 ) .  T h i s  

en ta i l s  t ha t ,  f o r  p eo p le ’ s  ab i l i t i e s  t o  be  a c t i v a t e d ,  a n  e na b l i n g  

en v i r o nm e n t  i s  c ruc ia l .  The  e n v i ron me nt  i n  w hi ch  pe op l e  f i n d  

t h em se l ve s  m a y t he r e f o r e  p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  t h e i r  de ve l op m e nt .  

 

Ra hm an  (1 99 3 : 1 7 )  a r g ues  t ha t  h um a n ’ s  n ee d s  a re  no t  o n l y  ab ou t  

ma t e r i a l  wea l t h ,  b u t  a l s o  a b o u t  pe op le ’ s  p sy ch o l o g ic a l  a n d  

em ot i o na l  f u l f i lm en t ,  wh ic h  in vo l ve s  t h e  s e n se  o f  p u rp ose  f o r  one ’ s  

ex i s t e n ce ,  r e spe c t  a n d  a f f ec t i on  i n  t he  s oc ie t y ,  c o -e x i s t e nce  wi t h  

o t he r s ,  a nd  a  s e n se  o f  be lo n g i n g  t o  a  s oc i a l  co l l ec t i ve  f o r  c om m o n 

o b j ec t i ves .  S wa ne p oe l  an d  De  B ee r  ( 2 0 06 : 2 6 )  a g r ee  wi t h  R ahm a n 

ca l l i n g  t he se  p s yc h o l o g i ca l  a spe c t s  o f  h u m an  de ve l opm e n t  a b s t ra c t  

ne e d s ,  r e f e r r i n g  sp ec i f i c a l l y  t o  h um a n  ha p p i ne ss ,  d i gn i t y  a nd  se l f -

r e l i a n ce .  To d a r o  (1 9 9 7 : 1 6 )  a l so  a g r e e s  t ha t  d e ve l op m en t  i s  a l so  

ab ou t  en han c i n g  t he  po we r  o f  t he  pe op l e  t o  s e cu r e  t he  th r ee  ba s ic  

va lu es  o f  h u m an  d e v e l opm e n t :  l i f e - s us t en anc e ,  s e l f -e s t e em  an d  

f re ed o m  f r om  se r v i tu de .  A no t he r  p e rs p ec t i ve  h e r e  i s  th a t  

de ve l op me nt  sh o u ld  a l s o  p r o v i de  f o r  c om m un i t y  c ap ac i t y  a n d  

em po we rm en t  ( We tm o re  &  The r o n  199 7 : 9 2 ) .  Th i s  m a y  he l p  p eo p le  

t o  g a i n  s e l f - r e l i a nce  a nd  ac qu i re  th e  ab i l i t y  to  a r t i c u l a t e  t he i r  ne e ds  

an d  to  c o n t ro l  r e so u rc e s  re q u i re d  f o r  b e t t e r  l i v i n g c o nd i t i o n s .   
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A s  Tod a r o  ( 19 9 7 : 1 6 )  a r gu e s  a bo ve ,  Li f e - s u s tenance  me a n s  t he  

ab i l i t y  o f  peo p l e  t o  p ro v i d e  f o r  ba s ic  ne eds  suc h  a s  f oo d ,  s he l t e r ,  

he a l th  a nd  p r o te c t i o n .  Th i s  de v e l opm e n t  sh ou ld  be  in  suc h  a  wa y  

t h a t  i nd i v i dua l  pe r s on s ’  se l f - e s t eem,  t h e  f ee l in g  o f  a  s e nse  o f  

r e s pec t  a nd  w or t h  (C oe t ze e  1 98 9a : 8 )  w i th i n  t h e  s oc ie t y  i s  

gu a ra n t ee d .  Coe t ze e  (2 0 0 1 : 12 5 )  d oe s  n o t  on l y  a r gue  f o r  s e l f -

e s t ee m ,  bu t  a l so  t ha t  de ve l o pm en t  sh o u l d  be  ba se d  mu c h  o n  t he  

w e l l - be in g  o f  t he  p e o p l e ,  wh i c h  m ea ns  qua l i t y  o f  l i f e  t h a t  

en c o m pa sse s  f u l f i l me n t  o f  ba s i c  h um an  ne e d s .  I t  i s  a ga i n  r ea l i s e d  

t h a t  f o r  a l l  th i s  t o  be  a c h i e ve d ,  hum an  f r ee d om  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  th a t  

i t  c r ea te s  o p po r t un i t i e s  f o r  pe op l e  t o  r e a l i s e  t he i r  h uma n  p o t e n t i a l s .  

A l l  the se  a re  p os s i b le  wh en  de ve l o p m ent  e ns u re s  t ha t  h um a n  

f r e edom  f r om se rv i t ude  an d  so c i a l  e qu i t y  ( Tod a r o  19 94 :1 7 )  on  t he  

o ne  ha n d ,  an d  h um a n  r i gh t s  ( U N D P 1 99 0 : 1 0 )  o n  th e  o t he r ,  a re  

gu a ra n t ee d  w i t h i n  t he  s oc ie t y .  Th i s  s en t i me n t  i s  a l s o  ex p re s se d  b y  

G ra n  ( 1 9 83 : 2 0)  i n  t h e  c on te x t  o f  h um an i s t i c  ec o n o mic s  th a t  hu m a n  

be in g s  d o  n o t  l i ve  b y  m a t e r i a l  ne ed s  a l on e ,  b u t  r a th e r  t he y  ne e d  

sa f e t y ,  a f f e c t i on ,  an d  se l f - e s t ee m .  Th e y  a l so  ne ed  t o  b e  l o ve d ,  ha ve  

j u s t i ce  a t  t he i r  d i sp o sa l ,  h a ve  pu rp o se  t o  f u l f i l  i n  t he i r  s o c i e t i e s ,  

an d  be  e mp o we re d  t o  h a ve  c o n t ro l  o f  t h e i r  f u tu re .  Th i s  me a n s  th a t  

de ve l op me nt  i s  m or e  abo u t  h um a n ’ s  so c i a l  a n d  m en t a l  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

t h an  m a t e r i a l  g r ow t h .  

 

N u m er o u s  de f i n i t i o n s  o f  t he  de ve lo p me nt  co n ce p t  a r e  n o w  f oc use d  

o n  th e  p eo p le ’ s  c a pa c i t y  to  e f f e c t i ve l y  m a ke  an d  i mp le me n t  

de c i s i o n s  ( Ma r t i nu s se n  1 9 95 : 4 1 ) .  T he  d e ve l o pm en t  i n i t i a t i ve s  

s ho u l d  th e re f o re  be  a im e d  a t  bu i l d in g  c apac i t y  and  empowe rmen t  

w h i ch  sh ou ld  re su l t  i n  p a r t i c i pa n t s  ga in i n g  Se l f - r e l iance .  W he n 

t h ese  pa r t i c i pa n t s  ga in  s e l f - re l i a nce ,  t h e y  m a y  be  ab l e  to  m o b i l i s e  

t h e i r  ow n  re so u rc es  “ i nc l u d i n g  t ho se  o b j ec t i ve l y  e x t e r na l  b u t  

s ub j ec t i ve l y  i n t e r na l i s ed”  (Ra hm a n  19 9 3 : 1 9 )  whi c h  m ea n s  t ha t  e ve n  

ex te r na l  su pp or t  m us t  be  d i r ec te d ,  m a na ge d  a n d  c o n t r o l l ed  f r om 

w i t h i n  an d  t h r o u gh  t he  a b i l i t i e s  o f  t he  pe op l e  t he mse l ve s .  T he  

co nc ep t  o f  s e l f - re l i an ce  i m pl i e s  “ t he  ex p re s s io n  o f  th e  i nd i v i d u a l ’ s  
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f a i t h  i n  h i s  o r  he r  o wn  a b i l i t i e s  an d  t he  f o un da t i on  i n  w hi c h  

ge nu i ne  de ve l o p me n t  c a n  p roc ee d”  ( Ha qu e ,  Me ht a ,  Rah ma n  a n d 

Wi gn a ra j  1 97 0  quo t e d  b y  B u rke y  1 9 93 : 20 5 ) .  In  de f i n i n g  se l f -

r e l i a n ce ,  R ahm a n  em pha s i se s  o ne ’ s  r e l i a nc e  o n  on e se l f  i n  r e spec t  o f  

o ne ’s  i n t e l l e c t ua l  a n d  ma te r i a l  r e so ur c e s  f o r  t he  ac h i ev e m en t  o f  

i n ne r  p e r so na l  o r  a b s t r ac t  ne e d s  a s :  

a  s t a t e  o f  m i n d  t ha t  r e g a r ds  o n e ’ s  ow n  m en t a l  an d  m a te r i a l  

r e s ou rc e s  a s  t he  p r im a r y  s t oc k  to  d ra w  o n  i n  t he  p u rsu i t  o f  

o ne ’s  ob j ec t i ve s ,  a n d  f i nd s  e m ot i ona l  f u l f i l m e n t  n o t  on l y  i n  

ac h i e v i n g  t h e  o b j ec t i v es  a s  suc h  b u t  a l so  i n  th e  ve r y  f ac t  o f  

ha v i n g  a c h ie ve d  t he m  p r i m a r i l y  b y  u s i n g  o ne ’ s  o w n  re s ou r ce s  

( Ra h m an  1 99 3 : 1 54 ) .  

 

F r o m  t he  de f in i t i o n  a bo ve ,  a n  i n s i g h t  i s  d ra w n  t ha t  d e ve l o pm e nt  i s  

a  p sych o l o g ic a l  r e a l i s a t i o n  an d  u se  o f  o ne ’ s  o wn  h um a n  a n d  

ma t e r i a l  ca pa b i l i t i e s  t o  f u l f i l  one ’s  a b s t ra c t  ne e ds .  Th i s  m e an s  th a t  

de ve l op me nt  i s  m o r e  a bo u t  a ch i e v in g  e m o t io na l  h um a n  ne e ds  t han  

ma t e r i a l  g r o wt h .  De ve lo pme n t  i s  t he re f o re  re a l i s a t io n  o f  i nc rea se d  

se l f -e s t ee m  an d  se l f - r e l i a nc e .  Pe o p le  s ho u l d  be  c a pa c i t a t ed  t o  ha ve  

p o we r  to  i n f l uen ce  a n d  c o n t ro l  t he i r  o w n  f u t u r e .  i . e  th i s  c o nce p t  

d oe s  no t  o n l y  me a n  c a p ac i t y  bu i l d i n g  f o r  s oc i o -e c on om ic  

ac h i e vem e n t ,  b u t  a l so  p o l i t i ca l  e m po w er m e nt  s o  t ha t  pe o p l e  ha ve  

p o we r  t o  i n f lu e nc e  t he i r  f u t u re  ( We tm o re  &  T he r on  199 7 : 91 - 9 2 ) .  

A n d  a s  a  n o r m a t iv e  c on ce p t ,  de ve l o p me nt ’ s  p r i m a r y  a im  i s  t o  

ac h i e ve  t he  f u l l  po te n t i a l  o f  a l l  m e m be r s  o f  t he  s oc ie t y .  I n  t h i s  

co n t e x t  pe o p le  a re  t h e  b as i c  un i t s  o f  de ve l o pm e nt ,  a n d  t he y  s h o u l d  

t h e r e f o re  l e ad  the  t ran s f o rm a t i o n  o f  th e i r  s oc ie t i e s .  A s  b a s i c  un i t s  

o f  de ve l o pme nt ,  pe o p le  m a y  t he re f o re  n o t  b e  i gn o r ed  o r  b yp a s se d  i n  

de ve l op me nt  t ha t  i s  m ea n t  t o  ad d re s s  t he i r  n ee ds ,  a n d  t hey  m a y  a l s o  

n o t  be  c oe rc ed  i n t o  ch o ic e s  t ha t  ha rm  the i r  d i g n i t y  ( Sw a ne poe l  & 

D e  Be e r  2 0 06 : 27 ) .  I n  ad d i t io n  t o  t h e  de f in i t i o ns  o f  de ve lo pm en t ,  

B oo th  ( 19 9 3 : 6 7)  f u r t he r  h i g h l i gh t s  t ha t  be f o re  de ve l o p me n t  m a y  b e  

i n i t i a t ed ,  t he  f i r s t  qu es t io n  to  b e  a n swe r ed  i s  w he t h e r  t he  

de ve l op me nt  i s  r e l eva n t .  The  s ec o nd  q ue s t i o n  i s  ab ou t  t he  re l e van ce  

o f  the  i n i t i a t i ve  to  w h om  a n d  t he  p urp ose  f o r  wh i c h  i t  i s  in te n de d .  

O ne  t h e r e f o re  ma y  n o t  f in d  a ns we r s  t o  th ese  qu es t io n s  un t i l  t he  
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t a r ge t ed  peo p le  pa r t i c i pa t e  in  t he  a na l ys i s  o f  t he  in t e nde d  pu rp ose  

t h em se l ve s .   

 

 

2 . 3  P A R TI CI P A T OR Y DE V ELO PM ENT CO N CE PT  

 

Peop l e  par t i c i pa t i on  i s  a n  o r ga n i sed  p r oce s s  w h ere b y  t he  c onc e r ne d  

pe op l e  co l l ec t i ve l y  a pp l y  t he i r  ow n  t h in k i n g,  a n d  ta ke  i n i t i a t i ve ,  

an d  co n t ro l  th e i r  ac t i on ,  wh ic h  m a y b r i e f l y  be  “ the  e xe r c i s e  o f  

peop l e ’ s  power  i n  t h i nk i n g  a n d  ac t i ng ,  a nd  co n t r o l l i n g  t he i r  a c t io n  

i n  a  c o l l e c t i ve  f ra me wo r k”  (R ah m a n  1 9 9 3 :1 50 ) .  T he  ma j o r i t y  o f  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  t a ke s  p l ac e  in  g r o up s .  I n  th ese  g r o up s ,  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  ne e d  t o  be  f ree  t o  t h i n k ,  i n i t i a t e  a n d  c o n t r o l  t he  

i m pl e m e nta t io n  o f  t he i r  i n i t i a t i ve s ,  m ak i n g  t he m  f e e l  ac tu a l i s e d  a n d  

em po we re d .   

 

P a r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  a b ou t  de ve lo p in g  “ se l f - co nf i de nce ,  p r i de ,  i n i t i a t i ve ,  

c r ea t i v i t y ,  r e sp ons i b i l i t y ,  an d  c oope ra t i o n . ”  I t  i s  s e e n  to  be  

em po we r i n g  wh e n  t h e  p e op le  “ l e a r n  t o  t a k e  c ha r ge  o f  t h e i r  o wn  

l i ve s  a nd  s o l v e  th e i r  o w n  p ro b l e m s”  ( B u r ke y  1 99 3 : 5 6 ) .  H owe ve r ,  

t h i s  de pe n ds  o n  whe t he r  t he  p eo p le  a r e  a l l owe d  a n d  en a b le d  t o  

pa r t i c ip a t e  in  d o in g  a l l  th e se .  The  e m ph a s i s  i s  y e t  o n  t he  p e op le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  a l l  dec i s i on -ma k i n g  p r oc es se s  a t  a l l  l e ve l s  o f  

de ve l op me nt  wo r k  w i t ho u t  l i m i t s .  T h i s  m ea ns  t ha t  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  

de ve l op me nt  b u i l ds  p eo p le ’ s  we l l -b e i n g ,  a nd  i t  a l s o  c re a t e s  a n  

e l e me n t  o f  re s p o ns i b i l i t y .   

 

I n  i t s  t r a ns i t i ve  f o rm ,  p e op le  pa r t i c i pa t i on  me an s  t ha t  p eo p le  

s ho u l d  f re e l y  a nd  v o l u n ta r i l y  t a ke  pa r t  in  t he  de ve l o pm en t  p r oce s s  

w h i ch  i s  o r i e n te d  to  a  spe c i f i c  go a l  m ea n t  f o r  th e  t r a ns f o r m a t io n  o f  

t h e i r  soc ie t y  ( Rah ne ma  1 99 2 : 1 1 6 ) .  The  co nce p t  i s  a l s o  ab ou t  

i n vo l ve me nt  a n d  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  pe o p l e  wi t h  a  v ie w  t o  g i v i n g  th e m 

p o we r  a n d  t h e  r i gh t  t o  t a ke  d ec i s i on s  a nd  c on t r o l  on  p l a n n i n g,  

i m pl e m e nta t io n ,  m on i t o r i n g  a n d  e va lua t io n  o f  de ve lop me n t  
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i n i t i a t i ve s  me a n t  t o  im p r o ve  t he i r  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o ns  ( Sw a ne poe l  & 

D e  Be e r  20 0 6 :2 8- 29 ) .  T h i s  me an s  t ha t  p eo p le  m u s t  t a ke  ch a r ge  o f  

a l l  t he  d e ve l op m en t  p r o ce s se s  i n  a  f ree  sp ac e .   

 

F o r  pe o p le  t o  i n t e r ac t  am on g  t hem se l ve s  a n d  c o l l ec t i ve l y  t a ke  

ch a r ge  o f  t he  de ve l op m e nt  p r oc es se s ,  t h e y  c h o o se  t o  p ar t i c i pa te  i n  

g r o u ps  f o r  j o i n t  d ec i s i o n - ma k i n g  in  im pl em e nta t i on  o f  de ve lo pme n t  

( R o o d t  19 9 6 :3 12 ) .  T h i s  pa r t i c i pa t i on  co nc ep t  i s  a l s o  re f e r re d  t o  a s  

“peop l e  pa r t i c i pa t i on”  (Da le  20 0 4 : 7 9 )  de l i be ra te l y  to  e m p ha s i se  

t h e  i n vo l ve m en t  o f  t he  t a r ge te d  b en e f i c ia r i e s  w i t h  a  v ie w  t o  e f f e c t  

t h e  no t i o n  o f  c on t r i b u t io n ,  o r ga n i sa t ion  an d  e mp owe r me nt .  

 

F r o m  t he  h u ma n  d e ve l o pm en t  p e r sp ec t i ve ,  pe o p l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  

a l so  b o t h  a  m ea ns  a n d  an  e n d  i n  i t s e l f  ( U N DP  1 99 3 : 2 2 ) .  I t  i s  a  

me a ns  i n  t h e  s en se  th a t  i t  he l p s  i n  ma x i m i s i n g  t he  u se  o f  h um a n  

ca pa b i l i t i e s .  I t  i s  an  en d  w he n  i t  a l l ow s  pe op l e  t o  re a l i s e  t he i r  f u l l  

p o t e n t i a l  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  m ak e  m e an i n g f u l  co n t r i bu t io ns  t o  s oc i e t y .  

G ra n  ( 1 98 3 : 2 )  a g r e e s  t ha t  de ve l o pm e nt  i s  a bo u t  l i be ra t i on  o f  hum a n  

p o t e n t i a l .  Tha t  i s  pe o p l e  t a k i n g  t he  m a x im um  p rac t ic a l  c o n t r o l  o f  

de ve l op me nt  p r oces ses .  Th i s  i s  a l so  e c h oe d  b y  Tod a ro  a n d  Smi t h  

( 2 0 0 6 : 55 6)  w ho  p o in t  ou t  tha t  “ pa r t i c ipa t io n  i s  a  ch ie f  en d  o f  

de ve l op me nt  i n  i t s e l f  a nd  a l so  a  m ea n s  to  f u r th e r  h um a n  

ca pa b i l i t i e s  an d  o t he r  goa l s  o f  de ve lo pme nt . ”  C o e t ze e  (1 9 8 9 b : 1 59 )  

a l so  a g r ee s  t h a t  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  o f  t he  lo ca l  pe op l e  i n  dec i s i o n -

ma k i n g  p roc e s se s  i s  a n  e nd  i n  i t s e l f  a n d  a l s o  a  m ea ns  o f  ac h i e v in g  

s pe c i f i c  t a r ge t e d  de ve l op me nt  o b j e c t i ves  b y  suc h  a  c o m mu n i t y .  

P e o p le  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  t h e r e f o re  the  m o s t  i m p or t a n t  a spe c t  o f  

de ve l op me nt  f r om  b o t h  ‘ me a ns ’  an d  ‘ en d ’  po i n t  o f  v i ew,  f o r  i t  i s  

de ve l op me nt  i n  i t s e l f  an d  a l s o  a  m e an s  t o  ac h i e ve  t he  de ve lo pme n t  

i t s e l f .  Apa r t  f r o m  be in g  a  m ea ns  an d  e nd ,  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i s  a l so  a  

ba s ic  hum a n  ne ed  ( Bu r ke y  19 9 3 : 5 7 )  bec a use  i t  r e su l t s  i n  

co nsc i e n t i s a t i on  a n d  se l f - t r a n s f o r ma t io n  t h r o u gh  w hi c h  “ p eop le  

g r o w a n d  m a t u re  a s  h um a n  be i n gs . ”   
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F r o m  t he  soc i a l  a nd  ec on o mi c  pe rs pec t i ve ,  peo p l e  sh ou l d  be  f re e  t o  

en ga ge  i n  a n y  soc ia l  an d  e co n om ic  ac t i v i t y  t h ro u gh  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

c i v i l  s oc i e t y  an d  e c on omi c  o r ga n i sa t i o ns  wi t h in  t h e i r  s oc i e t i e s  

( U N D P  20 00 : 5 ) .  In  p o l i t i c a l  t e rm s ,  t he y  sh o u ld  be  a b l e  t o  f ree l y  

ch oo se  a n d  c ha n ge  g o ve r na nc e  a t  a l l  l e ve l s  f ro m  p re s id e nc y  t o  

v i l l a g e  co u nc i l ,  no t  b y  m e r e  v o t ing ,  bu t  r a t he r  t h ro u gh  ac t i ve  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  dec i s io ns  t ha t  a f f e c t  th e i r  l i ve s  ( UN DP  2 00 0 : 3 8 ) .  

Th ese  t h re e  de ve lo p m ent  d i m e ns io ns  a re  i n se pa rab le  i n  th a t  n one  o f  

t h em  c a n  be  e f f e c t i ve  i n  em po we r i n g  pe op l e  wi t ho u t  t he  o t he r  t wo .  

P e o p le  t he r e f o re  n ee d  t o  be  ab l e  to  f r ee l y  a n d  f u l l y  p a r t i c i pa t e  i n  

a l l  f o r m s  o f  c om m u ni t y  l i f e .  The  em ph a s i s  i n  t he  d i s cu s s i o n  i s  t h a t  

f o r  pe o p l e  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  i n i t i a t i ve  t o  be  e f f e c t i ve ,  i t  m us t  f i r s t  pa s s  

t h e  soc i a l ,  e c o n om ic  a n d  po l i t i ca l  e m p owe rm e nt  t e s t :  “ Does  i t  

i n c r ea se  o r  de c re a se  pe op l e ’ s  p owe r  t o  c o n t r o l  the i r  l i ve s? ”  I f  t he  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  pa s ses  t h i s  t e s t ,  i t  w i l l  t he r e f o re  be  s ee n  t o  be  

de ve l op me nt a l  an d  e m p o we r in g  ( U NDP  1 99 3 : 2 1 ) .   

 

P a r t i c i pa t o r y  de ve l o pm e nt  a s  pe op l e - f oc use d  a pp roa c h ,  a l l o ws  t he  

pe op l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r ly  a t  t he  g r a s s r oo t s  l e ve l  t o  p l a y  a  me a n in g f u l  

r o l e  i n  t he i r  de ve lo p me n t  ( I n gha m  19 9 5 : 4 5) .  The  Ma n i la  

D ec l a ra t io n  on  Peo p le  p a r t i c i pa t i on  an d  S us t a i na b le  De ve lo pme n t  

a s  c i t e d  b y  Da v i ds ,  Th e ro n  a n d  Map h un ye  ( 2 0 05 : 2 0 3 )  a g re e  th a t  

pe op l e - ce n t red  deve lo p me n t  s ee k s  t o  b roa de n  p e op le ’s  po l i t i c a l  

pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  e spec i a l l y  i n  p a r t i c i pa to r y  l oc a l  gove r n me n t .  I n  o t he r  

w o r ds ,  e ve n  s t a t e  a u t h or i t i e s  sh ou ld  ma ke  e f f o r t s  t o  en su re  t h a t  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i ro n me nt  i s  c re a t e d  i n  c o mm un i t i e s  t o  p r o m ot e  an d  

a l l o w  f re e  p e op le  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  d e v e l opm e n t  p r o gr a m me s .  Fo r  

ex a m pl e ,  t he  Uni t ed  S ta t e s  o f  Am e r ic a  p r o m ul ga te d  th e  US  F o re i g n  

A s s i s t an ce  Ac t  a s  ea r l y  a s  1 9 66  t o  e n f o rce  m ax i m um  gr a s s r oo t s  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  p ro gr a mm e s  me an t  f o r  e c on om i c  d e ve l o pm e nt  on  

t h e  pa r t  o f  t he  pe o p l e  i n  t he  de ve lop in g  c ou n t r i e s .  A ga i n  i n  t he  

pe r i o d  b e t wee n  t h e  1 9 70 s  a n d  t he  1 980 s  th e  e m p ha s i s  on  g r a s s r oo t s  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  wa s  a l so  re in f o rc e d  b y  v ie ws  o f  de ve lo pme nt  w hi c h  

f oc use d  o n  r u ra l  p ro j e c t s  a s  a  s t ra t e gy  i n  re d uc i n g  p o ve r t y  ( I n gh am 
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1 9 9 5 : 4 5 ) .   

 

Th e  m a i n  g oa l  o f  t h i s  a pp r o ac h  i s  t o  c r ea te  a  m o r e  s o c i a l l y  

r e s po ns i b l e  h um a n  be i n g  wi th o u t  e i t he r  h un ge r  o r  d e p r i va t io n  ( G ra n  

1 9 8 3 : 4 ) .  As  th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  e l e m en t  o f  c o mm un i t y  d eve lo pm en t ,  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  sh o u l d  o b j e c t i ve l y  i n vo l ve  t he  pe op l e  i n  t he  v e r y  f i r s t  

s t a ge  o f  nee d s  an d  r e s ou rc e  e s t ab l i s hm e nt  f o r  a  p a r t i cu l a r  

p r o gra m m e o r  p r o j ec t  ( Swa ne p oe l  1 99 2 : 3 ) .  T he  p eo p le  sh o u l d  no t  

be  b r ou gh t  in t o  t h e  p r o j ec t  de ve lo pme n t  p r oc e s s  j us t  t o  p r o v i de  t he  

r e q u i re d  l a b ou r ,  bu t  r a t he r  be  i n vo lve d  in  a  p a r t i c i pa t i on  p r o ce s s  

t h a t  g i v es  t hem  spa ce  a nd  a s s i s t an ce  t o  i n i t i a t e ,  de l i be ra te  an d 

ma ke  de c i s i on s .  I t  i s  t h ro u gh  th i s  f o rm  of  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  t h a t  p eo p le  

w o u l d  l e a rn ,  and  a c q u i re  s e l f - s u f f i c i e nc y an d  se l f - re l i a nc e .   

 

A cc o rd in g  t o  Desh le r  a n d  So ck  c i t e d  b y  To da ro  an d  Smi t h  

( 2 0 0 6 : 55 7) ,  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  ra n ge s  f r om  “ pse u d o”  a n d  m a n ip u la t i ve  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  t o  a u t he n t i c  pa r t i c i p a t i o n .  “ P seud o”  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

i n c l u de s  c o n su l t a t i o n  o r  i n vo l ve m e nt  w i t ho u t  g i v in g  co n t r o l  t o  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s ,  a n d  m a n ip u la t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on  re f e r s  t o  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

t h a t  i s  ap p l i e d  o n l y  i n  t he  in t e re s t  o f  s t a t e  o r  o th e r  a id  a gen c i e s  f o r  

t h e i r  o w n  a ge nda .  Th i s  i s  a l so  no te d  b y  D e  B ee r  a n d  S w ane po e l  

( 1 9 9 8 : 22 )  a s  in vo l ve me nt  o f  t h e  l oc a l  pe o p l e  m e r e l y  f o r  

i n vo l ve me nt  i n  t he  i m p le me nt a t i on  o f  t op - do wn  de ve lo pme nt  

de c i s i o n s .  Th e ro n  ( 2 0 0 5b : 1 1 5 )  a g re e s  tha t  t h ro u g h  w ha t  h e  ca l l s  

‘ pa r t i c i pa t i o n  b y  c o ns u l t a t io n ’ ,  pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa te  f o r  p u rpo se  o f  

co ns u l t a t i o n  b y  p r o f e s s i on a l s  wh e re  t he y  l i s t en  t o  the  pe o p l e  an d  

e ve n t ua l l y  de f i n e  p r ob l e ms  a nd  so l u t i o n s  f o r  th e m .  Th i s  f o rm  o f  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  t h e re f o r e  d oes  n o t  e m p o wer  th e  pa r t i c i pa n t s ,  bu t  

r a th e r  me e t s  t he  o b j e c t i ves  o f  t he  c o nc e r ned  i ns t i t u t i ons .  T h i s  t ype  

o f  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  us u a l l y  a p p l i e d  by  go ve r nm e n t  i ns t i t u t io ns  t o  

l e g i t i m i se  th e  i mp le me n t a t i o n  o f  th e i r  t o p -d ow n  de ve lo pme n t  

s t r a t e g ie s  ( Ro o d t  1 9 96 : 31 4 ) .  S uch  a  pa r t i c ip a t o r y  e xe r c i s e  t a ke s  

p l ac e  wi t h o u t  t r a ns f e r r i n g  com pl e t e  c o n t ro l  a nd  de c i s i o n -m ak in g 

p o we r  i n  t he  i mp le m e nt a t i on  o f  s uc h  p r o g ra mm e s ,  t o  t he  t a r ge t e d  
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be ne f ic i a r i e s  o f  s u ch  p r o gra m me s .   

 

Th e  o t he r  ve r s i on  o f  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  ‘ au the n t i c  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ’  

( S i n gh  1 9 9 6 : 7 ) ,  wh ic h  i s  o b j e c t iv e  a n d  ide a l  fo r  p eo p le  

em po we rm en t  i n  th a t  i t  s e r ve s  a s  a  me an s  a n d  a n  e nd .  Th i s  f o rm  o f  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i s  a l so  ch a ra c te r i s e d  b y  so u n d  in te ra c t i o n  an d  

co ope ra t i o n  be t we en  de v e l o pm e n t  a g en t s  a nd  th e  b e ne f i c ia r i e s  o f  

t h e  e n v i sa g ed  de ve l o pm e n t  i n i t i a t i ve .  A g a i n  he re ,  The r o n  

( 2 0 0 5b : 1 15 )  a g re es  t ha t  th r ou g h  a u t hen t i c  pa r t i c ipa t io n ,  pe o p l e  a re  

ab le  t o  i n f lu enc e  t he  d i re c t io ns  a nd  im pl em e n ta t i on  o f  de ve lo p me n t  

i n i t i a t i ve s  t o wa rd s  t h e i r  we l l - be i n g  i n  re s p ec t  o f  pe rs on a l  g r o wt h  

an d  se l f - re l i an ce .  I n  o t he r  wo r ds ,  w he n  pe o p le  a re  a l l o wed  t o  

ge nu i ne l y  a n d  de c i s i ve l y  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  de ve lo p me n t  

p r o gra m m es  me a n t  f o r  t he i r  g r o w th ,  t h e y  be c o me  se l f - r e l i a n t  a n d  

em po we re d .   

 

P a r t i c i pa t o r y  de ve l op me nt  e n t a i l s  i m pr o ve me nt  o f  t he  l i v in g  

co nd i t i on s  o f  a  t a rg e t ed  g r o u p  o f  pe op l e  i n  a  s o c i e t y  t h r o u gh  t he i r  

ac t i ve  r o le  i n  a n  e n v i sa ge d  d e ve l op m en t  p r o gr am me w h ere  t he  

u l t i ma t e  c on t r o l  i s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t he  pe op l e  ( De  Be e r  &  S w a n ep o e l  

1 9 9 8 : 6 ) .  Th e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  o f  th e  b e ne f i c i a r i e s  i n  de ve lo p me n t  

p r o gra m m es  s ho u l d  ma ke  a  m ea n i n gf u l  c on t r i b u t i o n  t o  th e  suc ce s s  

o f  suc h  a  p ro g ra m m e.  S uch  p a r t i c i pa t i on  sh ou l d  be  m a de  t o  

em po we r  t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  s o  t ha t  t he y  ac q u i re  p o wer  t o  t ake  c on t r o l  

o f  s uc h  de ve l o p me n t  p ro gr a m me s  (Da l e  2 0 0 4 : 1 84 ) .   

 

P a r t i c i pa t i o n  c a nn o t  be  s e pa ra t e d  f ro m  e mp o wer me nt .  T he r o n  an d  

Ba rna r d  ( 19 9 7 : 3 8 )  co n f i r m  t h e  a r g ume n t  t ha t  de v e l o pm e n t  p l a nn i n g  

p r o ce s s  e nc om pa sse s  pa r t i c ipa t io n ,  soc i a l  l e a r n in g ,  s e l f - re l i a nce ,  

an d  e m po we rm e n t .  I n  o t he r  w or ds ,  e mp o wer m e nt  s t a r t s  w i t h  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .  Pa r t i c i pa t i on  t a kes  p la c e  w he n  p e o p le  wh o  a r e  t he  

s up p o sed  ben e f ic ia r i e s  o f  de ve l op me nt  a r e  c on sc i o us l y  in vo l ve d  i n  

a  de ve lo pme nt  i n i t i a t i ve  wi t h  a  v i e w t o  he l p i n g  t h em  a t t a in  s e l f -

r e l i a n ce  ( C oe t zee  2 00 1 :1 2 5 ) .  Pe op l e  t he r e f o re  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  
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de ve l op me nt  t o  be  s e l f - re l i an t .  Ef f ec t i ve  pe o p l e  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

de c i s i o n -m a k i n g  p r oc e s se s  i s  f un dam e nta l  to  co mm uni t y  

em po we rm en t  i n  t ha t  p eo p le  a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  in to  the  s ys t em  t o  t a ke  

co n t r o l  o f  the  p ro ce s ses .  Su c h  i n t e g r a t i o n  d oe s  n o t  o n l y  e m po we r  

t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s ,  b u t  a l s o  e n ha nce s  t he  l e g i t i mi sa t i on  o f  

de ve l op me nt  i n i t i a t i ve s  ( Fa br i c i u s  2 0 0 4 : 2 8 ) .  Th i s  m ea n s  t ha t  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  a cc e p t  th e  de v e l o pm e nt  in i t i a t i ve s  a s  t he i r  o w n ,  t a k in g  

o w ne r sh i p  o f  t he  de ve l o pm e nt .  L i e be n be r g  a n d  T he r on  ( 1 9 9 7 : 1 26 )  

a l so  a g r ee  t h a t  pe op le  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  e m po we r me nt  a r e  th e  m os t  

i m p or ta n t  c om po ne n t s  o f  su s t a i na b l e  d e ve l op m en t  in  th a t  t he  

be ne f ic i a r i e s  a t t a i n  p o we r  t o  a c ce s s  an d  m ob i l i s e  r e so u rc es  ne e ded  

t o  f u l f i l  t h e i r  ba s ic  n ee ds .  I n  o th e r  w o r ds ,  w h en  peo p l e  p a r t i c i pa te  

i n  d e ve l op m en t ,  th e y  be c o me  em p owe r e d .  

 

F r o m  t h i s  s ec t i o n  o f  t he  c ha p t e r ,  one  ma y  h a ve  a  r ea so n  t o  c on c l ude  

t h a t  de ve lo pm en t  i s  a b ou t  se c u r i n g  b as i c  h um a n  n ee ds  f o r  s u r vi va l ,  

ma t e r i a l  wea l t h  f o r  ec o no m i c  s t a b i l i t y ,  soc i a l  en r ic hm en t  f o r  co -

ex i s t e n ce ,  a nd  se l f - ac tu a l i s a t i o n  f o r  se l f -e s te em  a nd  se l f - re l i a nce .  

Ca pac i t y  b u i l d in g  o f  t he  c om m u n i t i e s  ha s  be e n  f ou n d  to  be  

i m p or ta n t .  I t  i s  a l so  l e a rne d  t ha t  d i s t in c t io n  sh ou l d  be  d ra w n  

be twe e n  i n vo l ve me n t  a n d  m an i pu la t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  o n  th e  one  

ha nd ,  a nd  ge nu ine  a nd  a u t he n t i c  pa r t i c ip a t io n  on  t he  o t he r .  

P a r t i c i pa t i o n  a ppe a r s  t o  be  t he  co r e  va l ue  o f  pe op l e  e m p o we r me nt  

an d  s oc ie t a l  t r a ns f o rm a t io n .  I t  i s  n o w  co ns i d e re d  i n  t e r ms  o f  

em po we rm en t  a s  a  m e ans  t o  co n t ro l  r e s ou r ce s ,  a nd  i n f l u en ce  

i n s t i t u t i on s  a n d  de c i s i on -m a k i n g  p r o ce s se s  b y  t he  p o o r  i n  

pa r t i c u l a r .  Pa r t i c i pa t i on  sh ou l d  t he re f o re  be  ge n u ine  a n d  o b j ec t i ve  

t o war d s  t r a n s f e r r i ng  c o n t r o l  to  t he  p eo p le  the m se l ve s .  

 

 

2 . 4  P A R TI CI P A T OR Y D E VELO P M ENT  T HEOR I ES IN 

P EO P LE EM POW ER MEN T  

  

Th e  i ns i gh t  re a l i s e d  f r o m  the  p r e v i o u s  s e c t i o n  i s  t h a t  de ve lo p me n t  
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co nc ep t i o n  an d  f oc u s  sh ou l d  s h i f t  f r o m a  n a r r o w  ( ma te r i a l  a n d  

s t r uc t u ra l )  g r o wt h  a pp r oa c h  t o  t he  p e o p l e -o r i e n ta te d  a p p roa c h  

( C o e t ze e  &  L i g t he lm  1 9 86 : 17 7 ) ,  t he  bo t t om  l i ne  o f  w h i c h  i s  p e op le  

em po we rm en t .  Th i s  sh i f t  o f  t h i n k i n g  f r om  go ve r nm e nt  p r o gra m me 

p l an n in g  a p pr o ac h  t o  peo p l e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  wa s  i n i t i a t ed  i n  the  l a t e  1 96 0s  a n d  t he  e a r l y  19 70 s ,  

em ph as i s i n g  t h a t  c o mm u ni t i e s  sh ou ld  he l p  t he m se l ve s  ( S te wa rd  

2 0 0 3 : 1 7 8 ) .  T h i s  m ea n s  t ha t  co mm u ni t i e s  we re  the n  he l pe d  t o  he l p  

t h em se l ve s .  De ve lo p me nt  f oc u s  t he re f o re  s h i f t e d  f ro m s t r uc t u r a l  

g r o wt h  t o  pe o p l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n ,  e mp ow er me nt ,  a nd  se l f - re l i a nc e .   

 

Th i s  i s  a l so  s t re sse d  b y  Ko r t en  ( 19 9 0 : 33 )  t ha t  t he  de f i n i t i on  o f  

q ua l i t y  o f  l i f e  mu s t  p u t  m o r e  em pha s i s  o n  so c i a l ,  m e n ta l  a n d  

s p i r i t ua l  d e ve l opm en t  t ha n  ma te r i a l  g r o w th .  H um ph r e ys ,  Ma s t e r s  

an d  Sa n db u  ( 2 00 5 :2 )  a g re e  th a t  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  p e op le  i n  dec i s i o n -

ma k i n g  p r oce s ses  t ha t  a f f ec t  t he i r  l i ve s  i s  n ow  w i de l y  p r o mo te d  a nd  

ad voc a t e d  f o r  b y  bo th  i n te rna t io n a l  o r ga n i sa t i o n s  an d  c i v i l  s oc i e t y .  

H o we ve r ,  i n  the  c o n t ra r y ,  Bo o th  (1 9 9 3 : 67 )  d oe s  n o t  s e e  p o pu l a r  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a s  t he  o n l y  re a l  b as i s  f o r  d e ve l o pm e nt .  H e  c i t e s  a n  

ex a m pl e  th a t  t he re  i s  m uc h  d e ve l op m en ta l  s uc ce s s  i n  co u n t r i e s  

o u t s i d e  Af r i c a  in  pa r t i c u l a r ,  w he re  s uc h  a  de ve l op me n t  oc cu r re d  

w i t ho u t  p op u l a r  pa r t i c i pa t i o n .  Ho w e ve r ,  on  t he  s a me  no t e  he  

p r o m ot e s  a  l i nk  be t wee n  NG Os  o r  “ g r a s s ro o t s”  an d  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  

de ve l op me nt  a g en t s  a s  a  re l e va n t  c o l l a b o ra t i on  to  s uc ce s s f u l  

de ve l op me nt .  Th i s  i m pl i e s  t ha t  p eop le  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  ge ne r a l  i s  

t h e  re le va n t  a p p r oa ch  t o  ac h i e v i n g  d e v e l opm e n t .   

 

Th ou gh  ma n y  N o n - G o ve r nm en ta l  O r ga n i sa t i ons  a re  c om mi t t e d  t o  

ge nu i ne  pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  s om e  o f  th e i r  s t a f f  me mb e rs  o f t en  u n de r mi ne  

t h e  ca pa b i l i t i e s  o f  t he  d e ve l o pm e nt  p r o g ra m m e be ne f ic i a r i e s ,  th a t  

t h e y  d o  no t  ha v e  t h e  sk i l l  ne ed e d  t o  t a ke  f u n dam e nta l  de c i s i ons .  

Th e y  be co me  r e l uc ta n t  t o  t r a n s f e r  th e  c o n t r o l  t o  t he  p e op le  ( Tod a r o  

an d  Sm i t h  2 00 6 : 5 58 ) .  T hese  o r ga n i sa t i o n s  ca n  h a rd l y  r e co m m en d  

p o p u la r  pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  a n d  a s  suc h ,  the y  de n y  t he  be ne f i c i a r i e s  o f  
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t h e i r  p r o gr am me s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  t h e  e va lu a t io n  

p r o ce s se s  o f  t he i r  p o l i c i e s  a nd  p ra c t i c e s  ( Ed wa rd s  1 99 3 : 8 8 ) .  N G Os  

i n  so me  i ns t an ce s  ma y  th e re f o r e  i m pe de  th e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t  n ee de d  f o r  a  m ea n i n gf u l  p eo p le  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  an d  

em po we rm en t .   

 

H o we ve r ,  De  Be e r  a n d  S wan ep oe l  (2 0 0 0 : 1 1 9 )  d i s a g re e  f o r  t he y  

a r gue  t ha t  NGO s  a r e  a l wa ys  c l ose r  t o  t h e  g r a s s r oo t s  a n d  a s  a  re su l t  

t h e y  ca n  m o re  e f f ec t i ve l y  h e l p  c om mu ni t i e s  t o  i de n t i f y  t h e i r  ne e d s  

t h an  go ve r nm e nt  de ve l o pm en t  w o rke rs .  Th e y  a l s o  a r gue  t ha t  N GO s 

ea s i l y  re l a te  w i th  t he  co mm u ni t i e s  an d  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t he i r  

de ve l op me nt  i n i t i a t i ves  t e nd  t o  e n j oy  a n  a m o u nt  o f  l eg i t i m a c y  i n  

t h e  c o m mu ni t i e s  t he y  s e r ve ,  a s  t he y  us ua l l y  o p e r a t e  a t  th e  l e ve l  o f  

an d  l i ve  a m on g  t h e  pe op le .  F r om  De  Be e r  an d  S wane poe l ’ s  v i ew s ,  

N G O s  m a y  ha ve  a  po s i t i v e  im pa c t  o n  p eo p le  p a r t i c i pa t i on  a n d  

de ve l op me nt .   

 

G i ve n  t h e  ab o ve  t wo  c o n t ra s t i n g  a r g um e nt s  ( To d a r o  a nd  S m i th ,  a n d  

Ed wa rd s  on  t he  o ne  ha n d ,  an d  De  Be e r  a n d  S wa ne p oe l  on  t he  

o t he r ) ,  N G Os  ma y e i th e r  ha ve  n e ga t i v e  o r  p os i t i ve  im pa c t  o n  t he  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  t he  pe op l e  a t  th e  g r a s s r oo t s  l e ve l .  Th i s  g i ve s  a  

r e a s on  t o  su pp o se  t ha t  d e ve l opm e n t  a ge nc ie s  th a t  in te ra c t  w i t h  t he  

g r a s s ro o t s  m a y  b e  a  l i mi t i n g  f ac t o r  i n  th e  e n v i ro n me nt  nee de d  f o r  

f re e  a nd  me a n in gf u l  peo p le  pa r t i c i pa t i o n .  On  t he  o th e r  ha nd  t he y  

ma y e nha nc e  de ve lo p me nt  o n  t he  l e ve l  o f  t he  pe o p le .   

 

A s  a  p r i nc i p le  the re f o r e ,  t he o r i e s  o n  pe o p l e  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de ve l op m e nt  w i l l  ne e d  t o  be  re vie we d  to  e xa m i ne  

r e le va nc e  a nd  t o  g i ve  gu i da nc e  t o  t he  s t u d y  t o wa r ds  re s po nd in g  to  

t h e  re se a rc h  p r ob l em  s ta te d  i n  t he  f i r s t  c h ap te r  o f  t he  re sea rc h  

de s i gn .  Th e  f o l l ow i n g  the or i e s ,  am o n g  o t he r s ,  wi l l  b e  e xa m i ne d :  

em po we r i n g  t h ro ug h  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  co mm u ni t y  de ve lo p me n t  

ap p roa c h ,  c on sc i en t i sa t io n  f o r  c omm un i t y  em po we rm en t ,  

h um a n is t i c  a pp r oa ch  t o wa r ds  pe o p l e  em po we rm en t ,  an d  e m p o we r i n g  
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t h ro u g h  peo p l e -c e n t r ed  d e ve l o pm e nt  ap p roa c h .  

 

 

2 . 4 . 1  Th e  a pp r oac h  o f  em po we r i n g  t h r ou gh  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

co mm u ni t y  d e ve l o pm e n t   

 

Th e  Un i t ed  Na t i o ns  De pa r t m e n t  o f  Eco no m ic  a n d  So c i a l  Af f a i r s ,  

q u o te d  b y  G r oene wa l d  ( 19 89 : 2 57 ) ,  s t a t e s  t ha t  communi ty  

de ve lopmen t  i s  a n  em po we r i n g  p r oc es s  e m e r g in g  f r om  a  

co mb i na t i on  o f  p eo p le ’ s  r e so u rce s  a nd  t he  s t a t e  e f f o r t s  th a t  e nab le  

t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  w i t h  re l i anc e  on  th e i r  o wn  i n i t i a t i v e  an d  m ut u a l  

s e l f - h e l p ,  t o  a ch i e ve  a n  im p r o ve d  soc ia l ,  e co no m ic ,  an d  c u l t u r a l  

co nd i t i on  o f  co m m u ni t i e s  wh ic h  f in a l l y  c on t r ib u t e  t o  the i r  na t io n a l  

g r o wt h .  I n  o t he r  w o r ds ,  c om m u ni t y  de ve lo p me n t  i s  a  j o in t  e f f o r t  

be twe e n  th e  c om mu n i t i e s  a n d  t he  s t a t e .  The  s t a t e  ha s  a  d u t y  t o  

c r ea te  an  e na b l i n g  e n v i ro nme nt  f o r  deve lo pme n t  to  t ak e  p l ac e .   

 

F r o m  t he  a bo v e  de f i n i t io n ,  c om m un i t y  de ve l opm e nt  i s  a  " p r o ce s s  o f  

he lp i n g  pe o p l e  to  he l p  t he mse l ves”  ( G r o en e wa ld  1 98 9 :2 69 ) .  I n  

o t he r  w o rd s ,  co mm un i t y  de v e l opm e n t  h e l ps  co m m u ni t i e s  t o  ga i n  

s e l f - r e l i a nc e  th ro ug h  p e op le  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  a nd  m obi l i s a t io n  o f  l oc a l  

r e s ou rc e s .  S wa ne p oe l  ( 19 92 : 2 )  a g re e s  i n  h i s  a r gum en t  t ha t  i n  

co mm u ni t y  d e ve l opm e nt ,  c om m u n i t i e s  a i m  t o  a c h ie ve  t he i r  c o nc re te  

o b j ec t i ves  bu t  a t  t he  s a m e  t i m e  t h r ou g h  pa r t i c i pa t i on  t he y  r ea l i s e  

ab s t ra c t  ga i n s  s uc h  a s  s e l f - r e l i a nc e ,  s e l f - s u f f i c i en c y  a n d  h um a n  

d i gn i t y .  I n  o t he r  w o r d s ,  a s  a  ne e d  o r i e n te d  ap p roa c h ,  c o mm un i t y  

de ve l op me nt  a dd r es ses  h um a n  d e v e l opm e n t  in  t wo  f o l d s .  I t  

ad d re s se s  t h e  t a n g i b l e  ph ys ic a l  ne e d s  a n d  no n - ob se rva b l e  i n t e rn a l  

p s yc ho l o g i c a l  a spe c t s  o f  hu ma n  g r o wt h .  The re  i s  th e r e f o r e  a  re a s o n  

t o  a r g ue  t ha t  c om m un i t y  de ve lo p me n t  g i ve s  pe o p l e  a  l e ewa y  t o  

pa r t i c ip a t e  a nd  be co m e  e m po we red  a nd  se l f - re l i a n t .  

 

A s  a  p r oce s s  o f  h e l p in g  c o mm uni t i e s  to  p a r t i c i pa te  in  t he  

i m p r o ve me n t  o f  t he i r  s t a n da r d  o f  l i v in g ,  u s i n g  t he i r  own  r e so u r ce s  
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t o war d s  i nc rea se d  se l f - re l i a nce ,  c om m u n i t y  de ve l o p me n t  m a y  a l so  

be  a   

…c on sc i o us  p r oc es s  whe re  sma l l  ge o gr a p h ic a l l y  c on t i gu o us  

co mm u ni t i e s  a re  a s s i s t e d  b y  t he  m o re  de ve l o ped  c o m mu ni t y  t o  

ac h i e ve  im pr o ve d  s t a nda rd s  o f  so c i a l  a n d  ec on om i c  l i f e .  T h i s  

i s  d o ne  p r i ma r i l y  t h r ou gh  t he i r  ow n  l oc a l  e f f o r t s  an d  

co mm u ni t y  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  a t  a l l  s t a ge s  o f  goa l  s e le c t i o n ,  

m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  re s ou rc es  an d  e x ec u t i o n  o f  p ro j e c t s ,  th us  

en a b l i n g  th ese  c om mu ni t i e s  to  b ec o m e  in c r ea s in g l y  se l f -

r e l i a n t  ( J e p pe  quo t e d  b y  Ro o d t  2 0 0 1 : 47 0 )  

 

F r o m  R oo d t ’ s  de f in i t i o n  o f  t he  c o mm un i t y  de ve lo pme n t  co nc ep t ,  

t h e  c om m un i t i e s  a r e  h e l pe d  t o  he l p  t h em se l ve s .  Com mu n i t i e s  a re  

t h e r e f o re  ma de  a wa re  o f  t he i r  ca pa b i l i t i e s .  The y  a re  a l so  m o bi l i s e d  

t o  t a ke  cha r ge  o f  the i r  de ve l op m e nt .  T h i s  i s  e ch o ed  b y  S w an e po e l  

( 1 9 9 2 : 3 )  n o te s  tha t  a s  a  l e a r n i n g  p ro ce s s ,  c om m un i t y  de ve lo pme n t  

gu i de  a n d  a i d  p eo p le  to  pa r t i c ipa t e  a n d  l ea r n  in  i n i t i a t i n g  c ha n ge s  

i n  t he i r  l i f e .  Th i s  m ea ns  th a t  t h r o ugh  c o mm un i t y  d e ve l opm e nt ,  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  p r oce s se s  t o  l e a r n  a n d  b e  gu i ded  t o  

ex p l o re  so l u t i o n s .  A g r ee i n g  wi th  Sw an e po e l ,  Ro b e r t s  ( 1 97 9 : 65 )  

ad v i se s  t h a t  th e  l ea rn i n g  p roc e s s  m us t  r e s u l t  i n  a  cha n ge  i n  

be ha v io ur  o f  t he  c o mm un i t y  m em be r s .  To  a sce r t a i n  t ha t  t he  

l e a rn i n g  p roc e s s  re s u l t  in  t he  a t t a i nm en t  o f  a  me an i n gf u l  ou t c ome ,  

o ne  ha s  t o  a s k  q u es t io ns  s u ch  a s :  “ wh en  we  ha v e  l ea r ne d  s om e t h i n g ,  

w ha t  do  we  ha ve? ”  T h i s  sh ou ld  be  t he  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f r o m  w hi c h  

ex p l o ra t i o n  f o r  co m m u ni t y  de ve l o pm e n t  m a y  be  i n i t i a t e d .  I n  o t he r  

w o r d s ,  l ea rn i n g  sh o u l d  be  a i me d  a t  c ha n g i n g  t he  i n d i v i dua l s ’  

a t t i t ude s  an d  b eha v i ou r  t o wa rd s  b r i n g i n g  c ha n ge  i n  t he i r  l i f e .  

 

Th e  c om m u n i t i e s  o f  b i gge r  j u r i sd ic t i on  o r  f rom  h i ghe r  l e ve l  o f  

au th o r i t y  a n d  re so u rc es  ma y  he l p  t h e  sma l l  o ne s  t o  a c h ie ve  

i m p r o ve me n t s  i n  th e i r  soc i a l  a n d  eco n o mi c  l i v in g  c o nd i t i o n s .  The  

w e l l  d e ve l o pe d  c om m u n i t i e s  i n  th i s  ca se  re f e r  t o  s t a t e  i n s t i t u t io ns  

w h i ch  he l p  c om m un i t i e s  i n  ma n y  wa ys  t o  ena b l e  t hem  to  be co me  

se l f - r e l i a n t .  Th e  s t a t e  f o r  e xa mpl e ,  s ho u l d  c re a t e  en v i r o nm e n t  a t  

co mm u ni t y  l e ve l  t ha t  i s  c o nd u c i ve  to  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  b e f o re han d  (De  
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Be e r  &  Swa ne poe l  2 00 0 : 9 3 ) .  T he  su p po r t  o f  t he  s t a t e  sh o u l d ,  

t h ro u g h  l o ca l  i n s t i t u t i on a l  c a pa c i t y  b u i l d i n g ,  e n ab le  e s t ab l i s hme nt  

o f  ne w  o r ga n i sa t i on ,  bu i ld  a n d  n u r t u r e  t he m  a s  we l l  a s  g i v e  th e m  

pa r t i c ip a t o r y  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  r ec o gn i t io n .  R oo d t  (2 0 0 1 : 46 9 )  a l so  

a g re es  t h a t  f o r  de ve l op me nt  t o  be  su s ta i n ed ,  i t  m u s t  be  co h e r en t  an d  

i n te g ra t e d ,  an d  t ha t  s t a t e  p o l i c y  a t  na t i on a l ,  p ro v i n c i a l  a nd  l oc a l  

l e ve l  m u s t  t i e  in  wi t h  t he  pe o p l e ’ s  a sp i r a t io ns .  I t  s ho u l d  be  b o rn e  i n  

m i n d  t h a t  c o mm u ni t i e s  a r e  s t a ke h o l de r s  in  c o mm un i t y  de ve lo p me n t  

p r o ce s se s  ( De  Swan e po e l  & De  Be e r  2 0 06 : 46 ) .  O n  t he  o t he r  ha n d ,  

t h e  s t a t e  a nd  NG O s  a re  o t he r  s t a ke h o ld e r s  t he  ro l e s  o f  wh i ch  a re  to  

p r o v id e  t h e  co mm u ni t i e s  w i t h  su pp o r t  a nd  ma te r i a l  a s s i s t a nce .  I n  

o t he r  w o r ds ,  t he  s t a t e  a nd  c i v i l  s oc i e t y  o r ga n i sa t i o n s  h a ve  a  d u t y  t o  

c r ea te  a n  o r ga n i sa t io na l  e n v i ro nm e n t  t ha t  i s  co n d uc i v e  t o  

me a n in gf u l  pe op le  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  c o mm un i t y  de ve lop me n t  

i n i t i a t i ve s .   

 

H o we ve r ,  Bu r ke y  ( 1 9 93 : 13 7 )  g i v es  an o t h e r  op p o s i t e  d i m e ns i on  i n  

d i s a g r ee me nt  w i t h  t he  n o t io n  o f  s t a t e  p la yi n g  a  r o l e  i n  e s t a b l i sh i n g ,  

b u i ld i n g  an d  n u r t u r i n g  c om m u ni t y  o r ga n i sa t io ns .  In  h i s  a r gu m en t  he  

s t a t e s  t ha t  th e  va s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  c omm un i t y  o r ga n i sa t ion s  s uc h  a s  

co ope ra t i ve  s oc ie t i e s ,  w o me n’ s  g rou ps  a n d  v i l l a ge  de ve lo pme n t  

co unc i l s  e i t he r  d i s i n te g ra t e  o r  b ec ome  e x t e r na l  a s s i s t an ce  

de pe n de n t  be ca u se  o f  th e  i gn o ra nc e  o f  t he  p r i nc i p le  t ha t  a  g r ou p  i s  

f o r me d  b y  m o t i va te d  i nd i v i du a l s  w i t h ou t  u nd ue  i n f l ue nc e  f rom  

o u t s i d e .   

 

Th i s  me a n s  t ha t  co m m uni t y  de ve lo pme nt  wo r ke r s  sh o u ld  no t  l e a d  

t h e  pe o p l e ,  b u t  r a t he r  gu i de  t he m to wa rd s  t he i r  de ve lo p me n t  

de s t i n y .  Th i s  i s  a l s o  ec hoe d  b y  Se le ne r  ( 19 97 : 1 7 )  i n  h i s  de f i n i t io n  

o f  pa r t i c ip a t o r y  de ve lo p me n t  t ha t  in  c o mm u ni t y  d e ve l op m en t ,  t he  

co mm u ni t i e s  th em se l ve s  i d en t i f y  p ro b l e m s ,  c o l l e c t  t he  re q u i re d  

i n f o rm a t i o n ,  a na l yse ,  a n d  u se  th e  in f o rm a t i o n  i n  t he  p r oc e s se s  o f  

s o l v i n g  t he  p r ob l e m s .  The  c om m u n i t i e s  sh o u l d  th e re fo r e  t a ke  

ch a r ge  o f  t he  p roc e s se s  an d  p a r t i c i pa te  t o  f in d  so lu t i o ns .  A s  t he y  
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pa r t i c ip a t e ,  th e y  be c o me  em po we re d  an d  se l f - re l i a n t .  

 

C om m u n i t y  d e ve l op m en t  i s  n o t  a n  i nd i v i d ua l  o r  f ew  pe r so n s ’  

ac t i v i t y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  c o l l ec t i ve  a c t i v i t y  i n vo l v i ng  a  g r oup  o f  p eo p le  

s ha r in g  m ut u a l  soc ia l  c ha l l e n ge s ,  c onc e rn s ,  a n d  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  ne e d s  ( S wa ne p oe l  &  De  Bee r  20 0 6 :3 6 ) .  The  g r o u p  a l so  

co l l ec t i ve l y  sha r e  re sp on s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  a c t i o n s  a n d  p la n s  t o wa r ds  

r e s o l v in g  t he i r  c om mu n i t y  de ve l o pm e n t  p r o b l em s .  As  a  co l l ec t i ve  

p he n om e no n ,  “ t rue ”  c om m u ni t y  de ve lo p me nt  ( G r oe ne wa ld  

1 9 8 9 : 2 6 2 )  i s  de f i ned  a s  “ …  a n  a t t em pt  b y  a  c o m mu ni t y  co l l ec t i ve l y  

an d  on  i t s  in i t i a t i ve  t o  re ac h  c e r t a i n  s e l f - s e t  g oa l s  ac co rd i n g  to  p re -

e s t ab l i she d  p r oc e du re s  i n  o r de r  t o  r e a l i se  s e l f - i de n t i f i e d  ne e ds”  

( S w an ep oe l  q u o t ed  b y  G r o en e wa l d  19 89 :2 6 2 ) .  C o mm un i t y  

de ve l op me nt  i s  t he r e f o re  c o l l e c t i ve  e f f o r t s  b y  o r ga n i sed  co mm u ni t y  

me m be r s  t h r o u gh  t he i r  a g r ee d  n or m s  i n  e xp lo r i n g  t o  a ch ie ve  t he i r  

co mm o n  o b j e c t i ve s .  I n  o t he r  wo r ds ,  c o mm uni t y  mu s t  be  a n  

o r g an i sa t i on  i n  i t s e l f .  I n  c om m u n i t y  de ve l o pm e nt  pe op l e  t he re f o re  

t a c k le  i s s ue s  a s  a  g r o up .  

 

A cc o rd in g  t o  De  Be e r  (1 99 7 :3 0 ) ,  the  de ve l op me nt  p r oc es s  i s  s ee n  t o  

be  e m p owe r i n g  whe n  p e op le  ac qu i re  i n c r ea sed  an d  me a n in g f u l  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  t he  de v e l o pm e n t  p r oce s s .  Em p o we r me nt  s t ra t e gy ’ s  

o b j ec t i ve  i s  ca pa c i t y  b u i l d i n g  t h ro u gh  p a r t i c i pa t i on  whi c h  i n  t h i s  

i n s ta nc e  i s  no t  a  me a n s ,  bu t  a n  e n d  i n  i t s e l f  (M o se r  c i t e d  b y  De  

Be e r  19 97 : 3 0) .  F o r  s uc h  p a r t i c i pa t i on  p r oce s s  t o  be  e m pow e r in g ,  n o  

ex te r na l  f o rc es  sh ou l d  be  i m p o sed  t o  th e  l oca l  c on d i t io ns .  T he  l oc a l  

co mm u ni t i e s  sh ou l d  be  a l lo wed  a nd  g u i ded  to  l e a r n  and  dec i de  o n  

i s s ue s  r e l a t in g  t o  d e ve l o pm e nt  o f  t he  soc i e t y .  R a h ma n  ( 1 9 93 : 1 9 )  

a g re es  t ha t  m ob i l i s i n g  pe op l e  wi t ho u t  e x t e r n a l  i m po s i t i o n ,  bu t  

t h ro u g h  so c i a l  i n t e rac t i on s ,  r e s u l t s  i n  pa r t i c i pa n ts  ga i n i n g  se l f -

r e l i a n ce  a nd  a  s e n se  o f  o w ne r sh i p .  I n  o the r  wo rd s ,  w he n  t he y  

r e a l i s e  th a t  t he i r  s oc ia l  i n t e ra c t i on  a n d  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  am on g 

t h em se l ve s  t r a ns la t e  i n t o  w ha t  t h e y  re ga r d  a s  a  ch a n ge  in  t he i r  l i f e ,  

t h e y  d e ve l o p  a  f ee l in g  o f  be i n g  ca pa b l e  o f  ma k i n g  s uc h  a  c ha n ge .  
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Th e y  e ve n tu a l l y  re l a t e  to  t he  de ve lop me nt  i n i t i a t i ve  an d  o wn  t he  

o u t c o me s .   

 

I t  sh ou ld  be  no te d  t ha t  “ l oc a l  pe o p l e  a re  ex pe r t s  in  th e i r  p a r t i cu l a r  

a r ea ,  a n d  t h e i r  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  h o l ds  t he  ke y  t o  u n l oc k  t h e  t r ea s u re  

ch e s t  o f  i nd i ge no us  k no wl e d ge”  Tre u r n ic h t  ( 20 00 : 6 7 ) ,  a nd  t he re f o re  

t h e  c om mu ni t y  d eve lo pm en t  w o rk e r  sh ou l d  “ n o t  do  t h i n gs  f o r  

pe op l e  t ha t  the y  c a n  d o  f o r  t he mse l ve s”  (B u rke y  1 9 9 3 : 21 1 ) ,  b u t  

r a th e r  s e r ve  a s  a  r e s ou rce  a t  t h e  d i s po sa l  o f  the  co mm uni t y  

co nc e r n ed  ( S wa n epo e l  &  D e  Be e r  20 06 :5 0 )  s o  th a t  t he y  a r e  ab l e  t o  

r e ac h  t he i r  d e ve l op m en t  d es t in y .  I n  o t he r  w o rd s ,  t he  co m m u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  w o r ke r  sh ou l d  n o t  b e  a  r e sea rc he r  a nd  a  p la nn e r  f o r  

t h e  pe o p l e ,  b u t  r a the r  be  a  l e a rn i n g  re so u rc e  so  t ha t  t he y  p a r t i c i pa te  

an d  t h r o u gh  t h a t ,  t he y  be c o me  em po we red  a n d  se l f - r e l i a n t .  In  o t he r  

w o r ds ,  p eo p le  w ho  ha ve  c a pa b i l i t i e s  t o  do  th i n g s  f o r  t h em se l ve s  

m u s t  on l y  b e  he l pe d  t o  he lp  t h em se l ve s .  T he  e n v i r on m en t  wi t h i n  

w h i ch  t he  c o m m u n i t y  f i n ds  i t s e l f  sh o u ld  b e  m a de  con d uc i ve  t o  

pa r t i c ip a t o r y  l e a r n i n g  so  t ha t  t he  pe op l e  l e a r n  a n d  p a r t i c i pa te  

t o war d s  t he i r  d e ve l o pm e n t  an d  em po we rm en t .   

 

S w an e po e l  an d  De  Be e r  (2 0 0 6 : 3 3 )  a g r e e  t ha t  de ve l o pm e n t  w or ke rs  

s ho u l d  no t  be  s e n t  t o  c om m u n i t i e s  w i t h  p r e d e t e r mi ne d  a ge n da s ,  bu t  

r a th e r  be  u sed  to  c r ea t e  m ore  l ea r n i ng  o p p or t u n i t i e s  f o r  t he  p e op le  

s o  th a t  t h e y  c a n  d e t e rmi ne  th e  a ge n da  t he mse l v es .  Th e  s a me  

se n t i me n t  i s  em p ha s i se d  b y  S wan e p oe l  (1 99 2 : 17 )  t h a t  a  co mm u ni t y  

w o r ke r  s ho u l d  o n l y  p la y  a  f ac i l i t a t i o n  r o l e  in  he l p in g  t he  pe o p l e  to  

he lp  t he m se l ve s .  The  c o mm u ni t y  g r o u p s  s ho u l d  t he r e f o r e  on l y  b e  

he lp e d  t o  he l p  t hem se l ve s ,  an d  i n  tha t  wa y  a f f o r d  t he  pe op l e  a n  

o p p o r t un i t y  t o  pa r t i c i pa t e  f u l l y  a nd  t h r o u gh  i t ,  ge t  em pow e re d .  T h i s  

s u gg es t s  tha t  co mm un i t y  wo rke r s  sh o u l d  c r ea te  a  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t  t ha t  i s  co nd uc i ve  t o  l ea r n i n g  a nd  me a n in g f u l  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .   

 

M ona he n g  ( 20 0 0 : 12 9 )  a g re es  t h a t  l oc a l  p e op le  a re  t he  m a j o r  r o le  
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p l a ye rs  i n  t h e  de ve l op me nt  o f  th e i r  co mm u ni t i e s  b ec au se  t he y  a re  

d i rec t l y  a f f ec t ed  b y  t he  l oc a l  s i t ua t i on .  The y  s h o u l d  t he re f o re  

s pe a rh ea d  t he i r  o w n  d e ve l o pm en t  p r o g r am m es .  O n ce  p e op le  a re  

en ga ge d  i n  suc h  p a r t i c i pa t i on  p ro ce s se s ,  t he  co m m u ni t y  w o r ke r s ’  

r o l e  sh o u ld  b e  to  h e l p  th e m  t o  t a ke  r a t io na l  de c i s io ns  ( Swa ne poe l  &  

D e  Be e r  2 0 06 : 3 3 ) .  T h ro u gh  s uc h  a s s i s t a nc e ,  t h e  pe o p l e  m a y  o n  t he i r  

o w n  be  a b le  t o  t a ke  i n i t i a t i ve ,  d i s c o ve r  t he i r  a b i l i t i e s  an d  t he  l oc a l  

r e s ou rc e s  a t  t h e i r  d i s po sa l ,  a nd  p la n  a n d  im pl em e n t  t he m.  I n  o t he r  

w o r ds ,  t he  pa r t i c ip a n t s  s ho u l d  be  en a b le d  t o  f u l l y  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  

t h e i r  c om m u n i t y  de ve lo p me nt  in i t i a t i ve s .  The  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

en v i r o nm e n t  s ho u ld  b e  m ad e  c o nd u c i ve  t o  t he i r  f r ee  and  e f f ec t i ve  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  so  t ha t  t he y  a r e  ab le  t o  t ak e  de c i s i o ns ,  p la n ,  an d  

i m pl e m e nt  t he  p la ns  o n  t he i r  o wn .  

 

C u l t u ra l  e n v i r on m e n t  i s  p e r ce i ve d  a s  o ne  o f  the  ma i n  f ac t o r s  th a t  

i m pe de  c om m u n i t y  de ve l op me nt ,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  in  ru ra l  a r ea s  whe re  

t r ad i t i o na l  l e ad e rs  a r e  re ga r de d  a s  t h e  ma i n  e n t ra nce  p o i n t s  i n t o  t he  

co mm u ni t i e s  ( S wan e po e l  1 9 9 2 : 2 8 ) .  T ra d i t i ona l  l e ade r s  m a y 

t h e r e f o re  h a ve  a  p o s i t i ve  o r  n e ga t i ve  i mp ac t  o n  c o mm un i t y  

de ve l op me nt .  The  a u t h o r  a l so  n o t e s  t h a t  t he  r o l e  o f  w o m en  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de ve l o p m ent  i s  l i m i te d  t o  h o u seh o l d  re spo n s ib i l i t i e s  

w i t ho u t  d ec i s i o n - ma k i n g  p o we r s .  I n  o t he r  wo r ds ,  wo me n  a re  

de p r i ve d  o f  t he  o p po r t un i t i e s  to  be  em po we re d  t h r ou gh  s oc i a l  

i n te ra c t i o n .  Da v i ds  ( 20 05 :2 6 )  a g r ees  wi th  S wa ne poe l  t h a t  t he  

pe rc ep t i o n  t ha t  t h ese  cu l t u ra l  f ac to r s  a r e  s t um b l i n g  b l oc ks  t o  

de ve l op me nt  i s  a  r ea l i t y .  I n  a dd i t i o n  t o  t he  ro le  o f  t r ad i t i on a l  

l e a de r s  a n d  wom en  l i mi ta t i on s  in  co m m u ni t y  pa r t i c ipa t io n  an d  

s oc ia l  i n te ra c t i o ns ,  D a v i d s  a l so  no te s  c u l tu ra l  n o rm s  a nd  be l i e f s ,  a s  

ex a m pl e s  o f  c u l t u ra l  f a c t o rs  th a t  h a ve  i mp ac t  on  c o mm uni t y  

de ve l op me nt .  H owe ve r ,  h e  d ou b t s  whe th e r  t he se  cu l t u ra l  e l e m e n t s  

i n  f ac t  c o ns t i t u te  s t um bl i n g  b l o ck s  t o  d e ve l o pm e nt .  T h i s  m ea ns  th a t  

t r ad i t i o na l  l ea de r sh i p  a n d  ob se r v anc e  o f  c u l t u ra l  no rm s  a n d  va l ue s  

o n  t he  o n e  ha n d ,  a n d  l i m i t a t i o ns  o f  w o m en  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  ma j o r  

de c i s i o n -m a k i n g  p roc e s se s  o n  t he  o t h e r ,  m a y  ne g a t i v e l y  i m p ac t  o n  
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co mm u ni t y  de ve lo pm e nt  a nd  w om e n’ s  f re e  a n d  e f f ec t i ve  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  t he  c o l l e c t i ve  c om mu n i t y  in te ra c t io ns .  

 

 

2 . 4 . 2  C on sc i en t i s a t io n  f or  c om m un i t y  em pow e r m en t  

 

“An  e ag le t  t ha t  doe s  no t  k now  t ha t  i t  i s  an  eag le  may  l i v e  l i ke  a  

ch ic ken”  ( Ma lu n ga  &  Jam e s  2 0 04 : 7 )  u n t i l  a n  e a g le  de sce n t s  a n d  

h o ve r s  o ve r  i t  t o  m a k e  i t  a wa r e  t ha t  i t  i s  a n  e a g le  an d  i t  c a n  f l y .  

Th i s  i s  Consc ien t i sa t i on  a s  a r g ue d  b y  S wa nep oe l  and  De  Be e r  

( 2 0 0 6 : 39 ) ;  an  a wa r en e s s  c r ea t i o n  p r oce s s  in  wh i c h  pe o p l e  be co me  

a wa re  o f  w ho  t he y  a r e  an d  w ha t  po s i t i ve  co n t r ib u t i on s  t he y  c a n  

ma ke  t o  c ha n ge  t he  s i t ua t i on  wi t h i n  wh ic h  t he y  f i n d  t he mse l v es .  

Th e  au t h o r s  f u r t h e r  a r gue  t ha t  c om m u ni t y  de ve l o p me n t  p ro ce s s  

he lp s  to  c re a t e  s e l f - a wa r e ne s s  a nd  f u l f i l  a b s t ra c t  h u m an  ne e ds  suc h 

a s  s e l f - r e l i a nc e .  I n  o t he r  wo rd s ,  c o nsc ie n t i s a t i on  m ake s  p e op le  

a wa re  o f  wh o m  an d  h o w  c a pab le  t he y  a re .  The y  t he re fo r e  re a l i s e  

t h a t  the y  c an  he l p  the m se l ve s .   

 

F r o m  t he  h um an  d e ve l opm e nt  a n d  e m p owe rm e nt  pe r spec t i ve ,  

a wa re ne s s  c re a t i on  i s  c on s i de re d  re la t i ve  t o  the  pe op l e ’ s  n ee ds ,  

l o ca l  a va i l ab l e  r e so u rce s ,  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a t  t he i r  d i sp osa l  f o r  t he  

i m p r o ve me n t  o f  t h e i r  s i t ua t i on .  S wa ne p o e l  a nd  De  Be e r  ( 2 0 06 : 4 0)  

f u r t he r  a r gu e  t ha t  c om m u n i t i e s  a re  no rm a l l y  a wa re  o f  the i r  

p re va i l i n g  s i t ua t i on  b u t  t he y  ne ed  a ware ne s s  c re a t io n  p r oc es se s  

t h ro u g h  whi c h  t he y  c an  be g i n  t o  r e g a rd  t he m se l ve s  a s  t he  f o r ce s  t o  

ch a n ge  t he i r  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  o t he r  wo rds ,  th e  c o mm u n i t i e s  a re  awa re  

b u t  t h e y  n ee d  t o  b e  b r ou gh t  t o  th e  k no wle d ge  th a t  n o  one  bu t  

t h em se l ve s  on l y  w h o  c an  c ha n ge  t h e i r  s i t ua t i o n .  In  t he  de f i n i t i o n ,  

G ra n  ( 19 8 3 :1 57 )  a gr e es  w i th  S wa nep oe l  th a t  con sc i en t i s a t io n  i s :   

t h e  p r o ce s s  i n  w hic h  me n ,  n o t  a s  r ec i p ie n t s  b u t  a s  kn o w in g  

s ub j ec t s ,  a c h i e ve  a  de epe n i n g  a wa re ne ss  o f  th e  s oc io l o g i c a l  

r e a l i t y  wh ic h  s h ape s  t he i r  l i ve s  a nd  o f  t he i r  ca pa c i ty  t o  

t r an s f o rm  t ha t  r ea l i t y  ( de  S i l va  e t  a l .  qu o t ed  b y  G ra n  

1 9 8 3 : 1 5 7 )  
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C on sc i en t i s a t io n  i s  a  p r oc es s  o f  m ak in g  p e op le  a wa re  o f  t he i r  

ca pa b i l i t i e s  a nd  ca pa c i t y  t o  t r an s f o rm  t he i r  s oc i o -e co nom ic  

r e a l i t i e s .  T h i s  a s pe c t  o f  s e l f - rea l i s a t i o n  ma y  m ot iva t e  the m  t o  t a ke  

e f f o r t s  i n  s h ap i ng  t h e i r  l i ve s .  As  t he y  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  

t r an s f o rm a t i o n  o f  t he i r  f u t u re ,  t hey  be c o me  se l f -ac t ua l i se d  a nd  

em po we re d .  

 

A s  a r gue d  b y  Bu r ke y  (1 9 9 3 : 55 ) ,  c o nsc ie n t i s a t i on  ma y  b e  a  p r o ce s s  

i n  wh ic h  t he  p e op le  l e a r n  th e i r  p re va i l i n g  p o l i t i ca l ,  e co n om ic  an d  

s oc ia l  c o nd i t io ns  wi t h i n  wh ic h  t he y  f i n d  th em se l ve s .  The  l e a rn i n g  

p r o ce s s  t h r ou gh  an a l ys in g  t he  r ea l i t i e s  a r ou n d  t hem  m u s t  be  

u n d e r t a ken  b y  t he  pe op l e  th em se l ve s  a n d  n o t  b y  e x t e r n a l  e xp e r t s .  

A s  a  m e t h od  t o  i nc re ase  s e l f -a wa re ne s s  o f  a  g r ou p  th a t  d oes  no t  

r e a l i s e  the i r  s i t ua t i o n  an d  ha v in g  a  ne e d  f o r  a wa re n es s ,  

co nsc i e n t i s a t i on  i s  a l so  re f e r re d  t o  b y  C oe t zee  (1 9 8 9a : 4 )  a s  

consc i ousne s s - r a i s i ng  wh i c h  i s  “ s pe c i f i c  e f f o r t  ac co rd i ng  t o  whi c h  

a  s up pre s se d  g r o up  i s  ma de  to  l ea r n  i t s  c i r cum s t a nc e s .  H e  f u r t he r  

a r gue s  t ha t  t h r o u gh  c o nsc i o u sne s s - ra i s i n g ,  t he  g r o up  m a y  a l s o  be  

ac t i va t ed  t o wa rd s  a  ra d i ca l  t r a ns f o r ma t i on  o f  t he  l i v i n g  c o nd i t i o n s  

w i t h i n  w hic h  t h e y  f i nd  t he m se l ve s .  T h i s  c o nn o t e s  tha t  p e o p le  a re  

n o t  i nc a pa b l e  bu t  n e ed  t o  be  a c t iv a t ed  t h ro u g h  c o nsc io us ne s s -

r a i s i n g  s o  t ha t  th ey  t a k e  c ha r ge  i n  t r an s f o rm i n g  t h e  re a l i t i e s  t he y  

a r e  f a ce d  wi t h .  F r o m  th i s  re v ie w  t he re  i s  n o  re a so n  i n  co n t ra s t  w i t h  

t h e  su pp os i t i o n  t h a t  c onsc io us ne s s - ra i s i n g  t he o r y  t a ke s  i n t o  ac co un t  

t h e  p r em i se  tha t  t he  l oc a l  pe op l e  a re  n o t  i gn o ra n t ,  bu t  ha v e  a  l o t  

t h a t  the y  kn o w a b o u t  t he i r  s i tua t io n .  

 

Th e  p ro ce s s  o f  c on sc i o us ne s s - ra i s i n g  t he re f o re  he l ps  t h e  c o mm u ni t y  

me m be r s  t o  d i s c o ve r  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  an d  p o we r  t o  t a ke  c on t r o l  o f  t he i r  

f u t u re .  Th e  p r oc es s  e na b l e s  t he m  t o  b ec o m e  a wa r e  o f  t he i r  o wn  

ab i l i t y  t o  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  t r a n s f o rma t i on  o f  the i r  l i f e -w o r l d .  T he  

i n te n t i on  t he re of  i s  t o  ena b l e  t hem  to  t ak e  i n f o r me d  de c i s io n s  o n  

t h e  ac t i on  th e y  sho u l d  t a ke  t o wa r d s  t he i r  s oc i e ta l  t r an s f o rm a t io n  
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( Mc Ka y  19 89 :3 2 8 ) .  F o r  t h ese  pe op l e  t o  t a ke  in f o r me d  de c i s i on s ,  

t h e y  ne e d  to  be  gu i de d  i n  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  i n f o rm a t i o n  nee de d  f o r  t he  

i m pl e m e nta t io n  o f  t h e i r  de ve lo p me n t  p r o gr am me s .  Th i s  p r oc e s s  o f  

co nsc i e n t i s a t i on  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  p r oc es s  o f  r a i s in g  c on sc i ou sne s s ,  bu t  

a l so  a  ba s i c  hu ma n  nee d  i n  t he  s en se  t ha t  i t  co n s t i tu te s  s e l f -

t r an s f o rm a t i o n  whi c h  e nha nc es  h um a n  g r o w t h  (B u r ke y  19 9 3 : 5 7 ) .  I n  

o t he r  w or ds ,  c on sc ie n t i s a t i on  s i m ul ta ne ou s l y  ad d re s se s  b o t h  t he  

em ot i o na l  an d  soc ia l  g r ow th  o f  h um a n  d e ve l op m en t .  Peo p le  

t h e r e f o re  be c ome  se l f -a c tua l i s e d  and  e m po we red .    

 

C on sc i en t i s a t io n  i s  a bo u t  ac qu i r i n g  s e l f -co nf i de nce .  Suc h  

co nf i de nce  m a y  e nc o u ra ge  t he  p o o r  to  t a ke  c o n t ro l  o f  t he  re s ou r ce s  

ne e d ed  i n  f i gh t i n g  p o v e r t y .  T o  he lp  t he  p oo r  in  ac qu i r i n g  s e l f -

co nf i de nce ,  t he  f o l l o wi n g  a s pe c t s  ha ve  t o  b e  em pha s i se d :  a  sh ow  o f  

r e s pec t  f o r  t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s ’  k no wl e d ge  a nd  j ud ge m e nt ,  a p p r ec i a t i o n  

o f  t h e  po o r  a s  i n d i v i dua l s ,  a n d  e nco u ra ge me n t  (B u rke y 1 99 3 :5 3 ) .  

Th ro u g h  c on sc ie n t i s a t i o n  p eo p le  ga in  s e l f -a c t ua l i s a t i o n .  A cc o r d i n g  

t o  R oo d t  ( 20 0 1 : 4 72 ) ,  c onsc ie n t i s a t i on  t ra n s f o rm s  t h e  pa r t i c i p a t i n g  

pe op l e ’ s  a wa re n es s  o f  wh o  t he y  a r e .  Th e r on  ( 2 0 05c : 1 0 6 )  a l so  

a g re es  t ha t  w he n  p e op le  a re  c on sc io u s ,  t he y  m a y  be  b o th  t a r g e t s  

an d  t oo l s  o f  de ve lo p me nt  i n  t ha t  t he y  r e a l i se  th e i r  nee ds  w h i ch  t he y  

t h em se l ve s  ha ve  de f i ne d .  W he n  p eo p le  a re  c o nsc i o u s  a l so  ha ve  a  

w i l l  t o  wo rk  t o war d s  re a l i s i n g  t he i r  a sp i r a t i o ns  o r  r i g h t  t o  re j e c t  

an y  d e ve l o pm en t  i n te r ve n t i on  t ha t  d oe s  no t  a d d re s s  t he i r  we l l -

be in g .  T h i s  me a ns  t ha t  th e  pe op l e  mu s t  i n i t i a t e  d e ve l opm e n t  e f f o r t s  

r a th e r  t ha n  d ep e nd  o n  o u t s id e rs ’  su p p or t .  

 

Th e  ca se  s tu d y  o f  Ma pa ye n i  p r o je c t  ( De  Be e r  & S w a n ep o e l  

1 9 9 8 : 2 6 )  g i ve s  a n  i l lu s t ra t i on  o f  ho w  pe o p l e  t h ro u g h  se l f - a wa r e ne s s  

be c o me  se l f -e s t eem e d  a nd  em po we re d .  T he se  ru r a l  wo m e n  we re  

he lp e d  b y  a  c om mu n i t y  wo rke r  t o  b e  aw a re  o f  t he i r  s i tu a t io n .  Wi t h  

t h e  i n f o rm a t i o n  f r o m  t he  c om m u n i t y  w o r k e r ,  t he y  c o u l d  i de n t i f y  

t h e i r  ne e d s  a n d  de ve l op  a  f o o d  g a r d en  o n  t he i r  o w n .  The  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  m a y  be  co n sc i e n t i s e d  t o  be c ome  se l f -ac t ua l i se d  an d  be  
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ab le  t o  t r a n sf o r m  th e i r  s oc i a l  f o r ma t i o n .  The y  m a y  a l so  b e  a b le  t o  

ch oo se  o r  re j e c t  wha t  t he y  r e g a rd  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e i r  l i f e .  I n  th a t  

w a y  t he y  be com e  e m p o we r ed .  

 

Th e  a b o ve  l i t e ra t u r e  r e v ea l s  t ha t  f o r  a  soc ie t y  t o  a ch i e ve  s e l f -

ac t ua l i s a t io n  a nd  de v e l op  c a p ac i t y  t o  de te r m in e  i t s  de ve lo p me n t  

de s t i n y ,  i t  f i r s t  ha s  to  be  awa re  o f  i t s  soc i a l  c o n t rad ic t i o n s  a n d  

de f i c i en c i e s  t ha t  ha m pe r  de ve l o pm en t ,  a s  we l l  a s  t he  a va i l ab le  

o p p o r t un i t i e s  t ha t  ca n  e nh a nc e  i m p r o ve me nt  o f  t he i r  l i v i n g  

co nd i t i on s .  The  r u ra l  c om m un i t i e s  o f  R a n g pu r  d i s t r i c t  i n  

Ba n gl a d es h  f o r  e xam pl e ,  de ve l o ped  a  s t r on g  se nse  o f  s e l f - re l i a n ce  

a f t e r  t he y  ha d  bee n  e n ga ge d  i n  a  c o nsc ie n t i s a t i on  p r o ces s  a i m ed  a t  

c l os i n g  t h e  “ co n sc i o us n es s  ga p ”  i n  t he  m a sse s  i n  s i x t y  v i l l a ge s .  The  

p r o ce s s  r e s u l t e d  in  t h e  pe o p l e  t a k i ng  a n  oa t h  t o  re j e c t  a n y  g r a n t  

f ro m  o u t s i de  (Ra hm a n  1 99 3 : 3 ) .  An o th e r  e xa m p le  t ha t  r e f l ec t ed  t he  

s uc ce s s  o f  t he  c on sc ie n t i s a t i on  me t h od  i n  e m p o we r in g  p eo p le  i s  t he  

s e l f - r e l i a nc e  ga i ned  b y  t he  B ho om i  Se na  m o ve m en t  i n  I n d ia .  

Th ro u g h  se l f - i nq u i r y  e xe rc i s e ,  t he  m o vem e n t  was  e mp o were d  t o  

be c o me  se l f - re l i a n t  t o  s u ch  a n  ex te n t  t ha t  th e  m o ve me nt ’ s  

l e a de r sh i p  c o u l d  de c la re :  “ n o  o u t s id e r  w i l l  t e l l  u s  wha t  t o  do”  

( Ra h m an  1 9 9 3 : 4 ) .  Th e  pe o p l e  th e r e f o r e  be c am e  a wa re  a nd  c o nf ide n t  

t h a t  t he y  t he m se l ves  c ou ld  do  w ha t  w a s  n ee de d  t o  i mp r o ve  the i r  

l i v i n g  c o nd i t i on s  wi th ou t  b e i n g  d i c ta te d  t o  b y  t h e  ou t s i d e r s .   

 

H o we ve r ,  pa r t i c ipa t io n  a n d  em po we rm e nt  p r oc es se s  be co me  

co mp r o m ise d  w he n  a wa re ne s s - ra i s i ng  i s  no t  a t t ac he d  t o  s oc io -

ec o n o mi c  be ne f i t  (U N D P  19 93 : 9 0) .  A  s t u d y  c o n duc t e d  i n  Af r i c an  

co un t r i e s ,  a m o n g  o t he r s ,  Ke n y a  in  t he  1 97 0s  a n d  l a t e r  a da p te d  t o  

S o u t h  Af r i c a  a n d  Z i m ba b we ,  i nd i ca t ed  t ha t  whe n  e f f o r t s  d o  n o t  

me e t  im m e di a te  t an g i b le  nee ds ,  t he  g r o u p s  be c ome  f rus t ra te d  an d  

d i s i n t e g ra te d .  To  p r e ven t  suc h  n e ga t i ve  ou t com e s ,  U N D P 

r e co m m en d s  t h a t  wh i le  em ba rk i n g  o n  e m po we rm e n t  o b j ec t i ve s ,  t he  

p r o ce s se s  s ho u l d  be  ac c om p an i e d  by  e f f o r t s  th a t  s i m u l ta ne ou s l y  

ad d re s s  t he i r  p r e s s i n g  s oc io - ec on o mi c  ne e d s .  A no t he r  a r gu m en t  th a t  
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ex i s t s  a ga i ns t  co n sc i e n t i s a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  c o nsc i e n t i s e r s  m a y  ca r r y  

ce r t a i n  va l ue s  an d  b ia se s  wh ic h  m a y  be  f o i s t e d  on  t he  pe op l e  wh o  

a r e  be i n g  c o n sc i en t i s e d  ( R o od t  19 9 6 :3 1 5 ) ) .  I n  o t he r  wo r ds ,  

co nsc i e n t i s a t i on  ma y  b e  u sed  t o  m ak e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  ac c ep t  c e r t a i n  

p ra c t i ce s  f o r  t he  be ne f i t  o f  t ho se  who  wa n t  t o  c re a te  a  d i f f e re n t  

t y pe  o f  so c i e t y .  

 

F r o m  t he  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  c o nsc ie n t i s a t io n  t he o r y  i n  t h i s  s e c t io n  o f  

t h e  c ha p te r ,  th e  s t ud y  ha s  l e a r ne d  t h a t  c on sc i en ce - ra i s i n g  h e l p s  

co mm u ni t i e s  t o  be  a wa re  o f  t h e i r  s i tu a t i o n  a n d  t h e i r  ca pa b i l i t i e s  so  

t h a t  t h e y  t a ke  e f f o r t s  to  c ha n ge  t he  s i tu a t io n .  Ho we ve r ,  a  co n t r a s t  

ha s  be en  r ea l i s e d  be twe e n  th e  t wo  m a j o r  po i n t s  o f  v ie w.  Fr om  o ne  

p o i n t  o f  v i e w,  t he  a r gu me nt  i s  ba se d  on  t h e  p re m i se  t h a t  t he  

co mm u ni t i e s  a re  no t  a wa re  o f  t he i r  s i t ua t i on  a n d  t he r e f o r e  t he y  

s ho u l d  be  ma de  awa re  o f  t h e i r  s i tu a t io n  s o  t ha t  t h e y  t a ke  ac t i on  t o  

ch a n ge  i t .  T he  o t h e r  v ie w  po i n t  i s  ba se d  o n  t h e  a r gu me n t  t ha t  t he  

co mm u ni t i e s  a r e  a w ar e  o f  th e  s i tu a t io n  b u t  ne e d  to  be  ma de  a wa re  

t h a t  t h e y  a re  the  on l y  f o rc es  to  cha ng e  t he  s i tu a t io n .  The  s t a r t i n g  

p o i n t  t he re f o re  r em a i ns  a  que s t i on .  Cha p t e r  f i ve  i n  co ns id e r a t io n  o f  

t h e  f i n d i n gs  a n d  d i s c us s io ns  i n  ch a p t e r  f o ur  wi l l  l oo k  in to  e v i d en ce  

t h a t  ma y s up po r t  e i t he r  o f  t he  t wo  co nf l i c t i n g  v ie ws .   

 

 

2 . 4 . 3  H u m ani s t i c  a pp r oa ch  t owa r ds  pe o p l e  em po we rm en t   

 

Th ro u g h  th e  human i s t i c  a p p ro ac h ,  em po we rm en t  o f  p eo p le  ma y  be  

en ha nce d  b y  pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  in  s oc i a l  d e ve l opme n t  an d  t h r ou gh  

se l f -a c t ua l i s a t i on  i n  a  me a n in gf u l  e n co un t e r  w i t h  t h e i r  p h y s ic a l ,  

s oc ia l  a n d  s p i r i t ua l  e n v i r o nm en t  ( Hö l sc h e r  &  R o m m  1 9 89 : 10 8 ) .  

Th ro u g h  t he  h uma ni s t  a p p r oa ch ,  de ve lo p me n t  m a y  i n vo l ve  

i m p r o ve me n t  o f  the  pe o p l e ’ s  we l l -be in g  ac co r d i n g  t o  t he i r  o wn  

pe rc ep t i o n  ( Ke a r t l an d  19 97 : 1 1 1 ) .  H u ma ni s t s  a r gu e  t ha t  s i n ce  

de ve l op me nt  i s  b ase d  o n  t he  m ea n i ng  t he  pe o p l e  a t t a ch  to  the i r  

s oc ia l  in t e rac t io n s ,  t he  p eo p le  sh o u ld  pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  ac t i ve  
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co ns t r uc t i on  o f  t he  w o r ld  t ha t  i s  me an in g f u l  t o  t he m  f o r  “ th e i r  o wn  

ex i s t e n ce  a n d  f u t u re ”  (C o e t ze e  2 00 1 : 1 2 5 ) .  I f  the  i n d i v i dua l s  d o  no t  

pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  t he  c o ns t r uc t i on  o f  t he i r  wo r l d ,  t he y  be co me  

de hu m an i se d  a n d  a l i e na t ed .  T h i s  m ea n s  t ha t  de ve lo pme n t  

p ra c t i t i one rs  ha ve  a  r e sp o ns ib i l i t y  to  e ns u r e  t h a t  the  me an in g  t he  

pe op l e  a t t a c h  t o  s uc h  i n t e r ac t i on  i s  ac cu ra t e l y  i n te rp re t e d  an d  

r e la te d  t o  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s ’  que s t  f o r  a  me a n in gf u l  l i f e - wo r l d  (Ro od t  

2 0 0 1 : 4 7 3 ) .   

 

I n  h um ani s t i c  v i ew,  s t ruc tu r a l  t r a n s f o rm a t i o n  i s  no t  r e l e va n t  f o r  

h um a n  p a r t i c i pa to r y  d e v e l o pm e n t  be c au se  f o r  t hem ,  s t r uc t u re  i s  

s om e t h i n g  e x t e r na l  ( R o od t  19 96 : 3 16 ) .  I n  o th e r  wo rd s ,  de ve lo pme n t  

i n  h uma ni s t i c  v i e w i s  n o t  a b ou t  ma t e r i a l  c o -ex i s t en ce  an d  g r o wt h  

b u t  ra t he r  t he  m e an i n g  t he  s oc i e t y  a t t a c h  t o  de ve lo pme n t ,  a nd  t he  

i n te ra c t i o n  a m o n g  t h em se l ve s  t o wa rds  r ea l i s i n g  su ch  de ve lo pme n t  

w i t h i n  whi c h  t h e y  a c qu i re  s e l f -a c t ua l i s a t i o n .  Pe op l e  s ho u l d  

t h e r e f o re  b e  h e l pe d  to  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  i n te ra c t i o ns  me a n t  t o  a c h ie ve  

w ha t  t h e y  r e ga r d  a s  e m p owe r i n g  t o  t he m.   

 

 

2 . 4 . 4  Em p o we r i n g  t h ro u gh  pe op l e - ce n t re d  de ve l o pm en t   

 

P a r t i c i pa t o r y  d e ve lo pm e nt  i s  a l s o  re f l ec t ed  in  t he  c o nc ep t ,  peop l e -

cen t red  deve lopmen t  wh i ch  s t r e s se s  b r oa d e r  p op u l a t io n  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  t h e  d e v e l o pm e n t  o f  s oc ie t y ,  the  n e e d  f o r  

s us ta i na b le  d e ve l o p m ent ,  a n d  t he  ro le  o f  s t a t e  an d  o t he r  c i v i l  

s oc ie t y  o r ga n i sa t io ns  i n  de ve l op me n t  i n i t i a t i ve s  ( De  Bee r  & 

S w an e po e l  1 99 8 : 8 ) .  Ko r t e n  (1 9 9 0 : 5 )  a g r ee s  th a t  pe op l e - ce n t re d  

de ve l op me nt  v i s i o n  i s  t o  l oo k  t o  s t a t e  to  “ en a b l e  pe o p l e  t o  de ve l o p  

t h em se l ve s . ”  I n  o t he r  wo r ds ,  the  peo p l e  sh ou l d  c o ns t i t u t e  th e  c en t re  

co re  o f  d e v e l o pm e n t  a s  m a j o r  r o le  p la ye rs  i n  m an a g in g  a nd  u t i l i s in g  

t h e i r  loc a l  r e so u rc es  o n  th e  o ne  h an d ,  w h i le  t he  s t a t e  s ho u l d  e ns u re  

t h a t  t h e  e n v i ro nm e n t  i s  co n d uc i ve  t o  me a n in gf u l  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  

em po we rm en t  o n  t he  o t he r .  Wi t h  re ga r d  t o  b r oa de r  p o p u l a t io n  
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pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  a  pa r t i c u l a r  e m pha s i s  i s  f oc u sed  o n  t h e  i nc lu s i o n  o f  

t h e  p re v i o us l y  e x c l u de d  s oc i a l  ca t e go r i e s  s uch  a s  w o me n ,  y o u t h  an d  

t h e  i l l i t e ra te  i n  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  d ev e l o pm en t  p roc es se s  ( R o od t  

2 0 0 1 : 4 7 4 ) .   

 

A cc o rd in g  t o  Mo na he n g  ( 2 00 0 : 12 5) ,  b r oa d l y  s pe a k in g,  de ve lo pme n t  

ap p roa c he s  m a y  be  c a te gor i s e d  in t o  g r o wt h - ce n t re d  an d  pe op l e -

ce n t re d  a p pr oac he s .  Ko r t e n  (1 99 0 : 68 )  d r a ws  a  l in e  o f  d i s t in c t io n  

be twe e n  t he  t w o  a p p r oa che s .  Fo r  t he  f i r s t  a p p r oac h  th e  au t ho r  

a r gue s  th a t  t he  pe op l e - ce n t r ed  de ve l op me nt  a p p roa c h  pu t s  pe o p le ’ s  

w e l l - be in g  i n  the  ce n t re  a n d  the  w e l f a r e  o f  th e  ea r t h  a s  t he i r  

ec o l o g i c a l  b ase .  An d  f o r  th e  s ec o nd  a p p r oac h  t he  a u t h o r  a l so  a r gue s  

t h a t  the  g r o wt h- ce n t red  d e ve l op m en t  i s  n o t  a n  u l t i ma t e  goa l  o f  

de ve l op me nt ,  b u t  a  m e a ns  o f  re a l i s i ng  t h e  ne e d s  o f  th e  p e o p l e .  I n  

o t he r  w o r d s ,  d e ve l o pm e n t  i s  ab ou t  p eo p le  a n d  f o r  peo p le  in  re l a t io n  

t o  t he i r  en v i r o nm en t .  De ve l op me nt  m u s t  t h e re f o re  a l s o  t a ke  ca re  o f  

t h e  en v i ro nm e nt  f o r  t he  su s t a i nab i l i t y  o f  h uma n  e x i s t e nc e  an d  

g r o wt h .  In  t he  s a m e  sen t i me n t s ,  a n d  i n  t e rm s  o f  t he  Ma ni la  

D ec l a ra t io n  o n  Pe o p le  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  a n d  Su s t a i nab le  De ve l o pm en t ,  

pe op l e - ce n t red  d e ve l opm e n t  a pp r o ac h  s ee ks  to  b r i n g  th e  c o n t ro l  

o ve r  a l l  t he  r e so u rce s  t o  t he  c om m un i t i e s ,  so  t ha t  th e y  u se  th e m  t o  

r e a l i s e  t he i r  o wn  ne e d s  ( Da v i d s ,  The ro n  &  Ma p hu n ye  20 5 :2 03 ) ,  an d  

t o  b r oad en  m u tu a l  a nd  c o l l ec t i ve  s e l f - he lp  t o wa r d s  f i nd i n g  

s o l u t i on s  f o r  t he i r  c om m o n  p r ob l em s  ( Ko r t en  1 99 0 : 2 18) .  In  o t he r  

w o r ds ,  a l l  de ve lo pme nt  i s  h um an  d e ve l opm e n t ,  a nd  i f  de ve lo p me n t  

ha rm s  t he  h u ma n  be i n g  a n d  th e  en v i r o nm e n t ,  the n  i t  i s  no t  

de ve l op me nt .  De v e l opm e n t  i s  t h e re f o re  a b o u t  t he  e n vi r on me nt ’ s  

w e l f a re  a n d  t he  p eop le ’ s  we l l - be i n g .  

 

P e o p le -c en t r e d  de ve l o pm e nt  a l so  bu i l d s  o n  pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

de ve l op me nt ,  l e a rn in g  t o wa r d s  ca pa c i t y  bu i l d i n g ,  de ve l op i n g  

ca pa c i t y  to  i de n t i f y  t h e i r  ba s i c  ne e d s ,  a n d  d ec id in g  o n  w ha t  t o  d o  

ab ou t  i t  ( De  Be e r  1 9 97 : 29 ) .  The  a u t ho r  a l s o  n o t e d  t ha t  in  a  pe o p l e -

ce n t re d  a pp r oac h ,  p eo p le  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i s  c e n t r a l  i n  i de n t i f y in g  
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ba s ic  ne ed s  n ec es sa r y  f o r  s us t a i na b l e  de ve lo pm en t ,  w i t h  su pp o r t  

f ro m  s t a t e  a n d  o t he r  r o l e  p la ye rs  i n  c om mu ni t y  d e ve lo pm en t .  

M ona he n g  ( 2 00 0 : 12 7 )  a g re es  t ha t  ne i t he r  go v e r nme nt  ag e nc i e s  no r  

N G O s sh ou l d  de te r m i n e  t he  n ee ds  o f  t he  pe op l e ,  b u t  r a th e r  t he  

pe op l e  th e m se l ve s .  Th e  au t ho r  a l s o  ad v i se s  t ha t  f o r  t h ese  

i n s t i t u t i on s  t o  be  e f f e c t i ve ,  t he y  mu s t  e n ga ge  in  d ia l o gue  wi t h  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s .  Th e  i de n t i f i ca t i on  o f  p eo p le ’ s  ne e d s  i s  t he  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  o f  th e  be ne f ic ia r i e s  t h em se l ve s .  Ho we ve r ,  t he  p eo p le  

s ho u l d  n o t  be  l e f t  a l one  t o  e xp l o re  o n  th e i r  o wn .  Ins t e ad  t he y  

s ho u l d  be  gu i de d  a n d  s up po r t e d  b y  dev e l o pm e n t  f a c i l i t a t o r s  t o wa r d s  

r e a l i s i n g  so lu t i o ns  t o  t he i r  s oc i a l  an d  hu ma n  de ve lo p me n t  

ch a l l e n g es .   

 

Th e  va r i ou s  a sp ec t s  h i g h l i gh te d  i n  t he  l i t e ra t u re  r e v i e wed  f ro m  t he  

ab o ve  pa r t i c i pa t o ry  d e ve l op me nt  the o r i e s  h a ve  a  l o t  in  c o m mo n 

w i t h  o ne  a no th e r .  T he  v i ew s  e xp r e s se d  i n  c o m mu n i t y  d e ve l o pm en t ,  

co nsc i e n t i s a t i on ,  h um a ni s m  a n d  pe o p l e -c e n t r ed  de ve lo pme n t  

t h eo r ie s  a g r ee  th a t  t h e  pe o p l e  s h o u l d  be  ma de  t o  l ea d  a n d  c o n t ro l  

t h e i r  de ve l op me nt  a s  t he  ma j o r  r o l e  p l a ye r s .   

 

 

2 . 5  EF F E CT I VEN E S S  O F  PA R TIC I PA TOR Y  DE V ELO P MEN T 

M ETH O D S  I N  C OMM UN I TY  DEV E LO P ME N T AN D 

P EO P LE EM POW ER MEN T  

 

Th i s  s t ud y  i s  co n f i n ed  t o  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  de v e l opm e n t  me t ho ds  t h a t  

m i gh t  ha ve  a n  i m pac t  o n  d e ve l opm e n t  o f  r u r a l  c om m u ni t i e s .  Th i s  

r e vi e w  o f  l i t e ra t u r e  f oc u ses  on  pa r t i c ipa t o r y  r e se a r ch  m e th o d s  

am on g  o t h e r s :  Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  Ru r a l  A p p ra i s a l  ( PR A )  a s  o ne  o f  

P a r t i c i pa t o r y  Le a r n i n g  an d  Ac t i o n  (P LA )  me t h od s ,  Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

A c t i o n  Re se a rc h  ( P AR ) ,  an d  Pa r t i c ipa t o r y  R u ra l  Ap pra i s a l  an d  

P la nn i n g  ( P RA P ) .  Th ese  p a r t i c i pa to r y  r e se a r c h  m e t h od s  f o r m  pa r t  

o f  t h i s  r e v ie w  be ca u se  t h e y  p ro m o t e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  w hi c h  r e su l t s  i n  

em po we rm en t  o f  th e  re sea rc h  su b j e c t s .  Mo u to n  (1 98 9 : 3 8 7)  a g r ee s  
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t h a t  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  r e se a rc h  i s  “a  p r oc e s s  o f  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

i n vo l ve me nt  w i t h  t ha t  wh i ch  i s  be i n g  s t ud i e d . ”  T he  e s sen ce  o f  t he  

ap p roa c h  i s  t h a t  t he  p e o p le  a re  be ing  s t u d i ed  a n d  t he y  a l s o  l e a r n  

f ro m  t he  p r oce s s  by  ac t i ve l y  t ak i n g  pa r t  in  t h e  re se a r c h  i t s e l f .  The  

au th o r  f u r th e r  a r g ue s  tha t  th r ou g h  t h i s  a p p r oa c h ,  t he  pe op l e  a re  

m o b i l i s ed  t o  u se  t he i r  loc a l  k n o wl e dg e  i n  t he  re se a rch  f o r  cha n ge ,  

an d  in  t he  p r oc es s  t he y  b ec om e  e m po we re d .   

 

 

2 . 5 . 1  P a r t i c i pa t o r y  r e sea rc h  me th od s  a s  e mp o wer i n g  t oo l s  

i n  c om m u n i t y  de ve l o p me nt  

  

I n  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  r e se a rc h ,  pe o p le  a r e  n o t  me re l y  i n vo l ve d ,  bu t  

r a th e r  t he y  a c t i ve l y  p a r t i c i pa te  in  s ea rc h i n g  f o r  i n f o r ma t io n  a n d  

k n o wl e d ge  nee de d  f o r  t he  de v e l o pm e n t  o f  t he i r  s o c i e t i e s .  

P a r t i c i pa t o r y  re sea r c h  e m ph a s i se s  a  “b o t t om - up ”  a p p r oac h  wh i c h  

f oc use s  on  t he  l o ca l l y  de f i n ed  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  pe r spe c t i ves .  T he  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  th e  l oc a l  p e op le  i n  re se a rc h  an d  p l an n in g  ha s  be e n  

f o u n d  to  b e  e f f e c t iv e  i n  t ha t  t he  l oc a l  p eo p le  p l a y  a  m ean i n gf u l  r o le  

i n  in f o rm a t i o n  s ea rc h  a nd  p l a n n i n g .  In  t he  p r oc e s s ,  t he y  

s im ul ta ne ou s l y  r e sea rc h  a n d  l ea r n .  Th i s  a pp ro ac h  i s  a l so  l e s s  

ex pe n s i ve  i n  re s pec t  o f  t im e  a nd  m one y  ( C o r nwa l l  &  Jew ke s  

1 9 9 5 : 1 6 67 ) .  Le s s  t i me  a n d  m o ne y  a r e  s pe n t  on  i n f o rm a t io n  

ga th e r i n g  an d  p r o ce s s in g  be ca u se  i t  i s  do n e  b y  t he  loc a l  p eo p le  

t h em se l ve s .  

 

Pa r t i c i pa tory  Learn ing  and  Ac t ion  (PLA)  i s  a  b r o ade r  f am i l y  o f  

pa r t i c ip a t o r y  re se a r ch  a p p roa c hes  t ha t  a i m  a t  en a b l i n g  p e op le  t o  

s ha re ,  a na l y se ,  a nd  ac t  u po n  de ve l o p me nt  i n f o r ma t i o n  ( C h am be r s  

1 9 9 2 : 1  c i t e d  b y  W et m o re  &  Th er o n  1 9 9 7 : 9 6 ) .  P LA  e n ha nce s  p eo p le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  a n d  o f f e r s  an  a pp r opr ia te  ap p roa c h  t o  i n f o rm a t io n  

ga th e r i n g  a n d  s h a r i n g  be t we e n  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  t he mse l ve s ,  an d  

l e a rn i n g  o f  t h e i r  l oc a l  c on d i t i on s  a f f ec t i n g  t h e i r  l i ve s  (W e t m o re  

an d  The r o n  1 9 97 : 8 6 ) .  P LA  e m p owe rs  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i n  t ha t  t he  
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pa r t i c ip a n t s  a re  ma de  to  be  b o t h  l e a r ne r s  a n d  f a c i l i t a t o r s  o f  t he  

de ve l op me nt  p r o ce s s  ( Ke a r t l a nd  19 9 7 :1 16 ) .  I n  t he  p roc e ss ,  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  be co me  em po we re d  a n d  a re  ab le  t o  t a ke  cha r ge  an d  

o w ne r sh i p  o f  t he  d e ve l o pm en t  p r o ce s ses  i n  t he i r  c om m u ni t i e s .  

 

O ne  f o rm  of  P LA  m e t ho ds  p o p u l a r l y  k n ow n  a s  Par t i c i pa to ry  Rura l  

Appra i s a l  (PRA)  ( B o t ha  &  Tre u rn ic h t  1 99 9 : 59 )  i s  de f i n ed  b y  

C ha m be r s  ( 1 99 6 a : 6 )  t o  e n ta i l  “ g r oup s  o f  l o ca l  pe op le  a na l y s in g  

t h e i r  ow n  c on d i t i on s  a n d  c ho o s in g  t he i r  o w n  m ea n s  o f  i m p r o v in g  

t h em ,  “ …[ us i n g]  a  v a r i e t y  o f  t o o l s ,  suc h  a s  ma p s  an d  d ia g r a m s ,  an d  

s up p o r t  o f  t r a i ne d  f ac i l i t a t o r . ”  PRA  a s  o ne  o f  c o s t - e f f ec t i ve  

t e c hn i que s  a t  the  d i s po sa l  o f  de ve lo p me n t  a ge n t s  i n  ru r a l  

co mm u ni t i e s  a vo id s  u se  o f  l e n g t hy  d e ve lo pme nt  me t ho ds .  I t  

t h e r e f o re  s a ve s  t i me  a n d  he l ps  t o  l e t  th e  po o r  i n to  pa r t i c i p a t i o n ,  t o  

be  l ea rn t  an d  u n de r s to od  in  de p t h .  P R A  ca n  a l so  ra i s e  a wa r ene s s  

an d  u n de rs ta nd i n g  o f  ru r a l  p o ve r t y  (Ch a m be rs  1 9 9 0 : 9 ) .  The  m e t ho d  

i s  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  an d  e mp owe r i n g  i n  t ha t  th e  l o ca l  pe o p l e  o wn ,  

an a l yse ,  s ha re  a n d  u se  t h e  in f o r m a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e  o u t s id e r  re ma i n s  a  

f a c i l i t a t o r  ( C ha m be rs  1 9 94a : 9 5 8 ) .  I n  o t he r  wo r ds ,  t he  loc a l  pe op le  

pa r t i c ip a t e  in  t h e  p r oc es s i n g  o f  t he  i n f o r ma t i o n  ne ede d  f o r  the i r  

de ve l op me nt  p l an n i n g.  The y  s ha re ,  u se  a n d  o wn  th e  in f o rm a t i o n .  

Th i s  m ea n s  t h a t  a s  t he y  pa r t i c ip a t e ,  t h e y  sh a re  a nd  ow n  t he  

o u t c o me s .  I n  th i s  wa y t he y  bec o m e  e mp o wer e d .   

 

Th e  be s t  e l e m e n t  a bo u t  PR A i s  i t s  r e co gn i t i o n  t ha t  in d i g en o us  

pe op l e  a re  c a pa b l e  o f  a r t i c u l a t i n g  t he i r  nee ds  in  t he i r  own  wa y.  T he  

ma i n  p r i nc i p l e  o f  t he  m e t ho d  i s  tha t  t he  r e se a rc he r  be c o me s  a  

l i s t e ne r ,  l e a r n e r ,  ca ta l ys t ,  an d  f a c i l i t a t o r  on  e q ua l  ba s i s  w i t h  t he  

r e sea rc h  s ub j ec t s .  T h i s  a pp r oa ch  i nc re a se s  pa r t i c ip an t s ’  s e l f -

e s t ee m ,  c o nf i de nce ,  m o t i va t io n ,  an d  c om mi t m en t  to  r e f l ec t  a n d  

ex p l o re  s o l u t i on s  t o  t he i r  ne e d s  ( Mo t t eu x ,  e t  a l .  19 9 9 :2 6 2) .  P RA 

a l so  e na b le s  pa r t i c i pa t i on  an d  em p ow e r m en t  o f  t he  ma r g i na l i s e d  

p o o r  an d  i l l i t e ra te  me m b er s  o f  the  soc ie t y  ( At t wo od  20 0 2 : 2 5 ) .  As  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t e ,  t he y  t he r e f o re  be co me  se l f - e s t ee m ed ,  c o n f id e n t ,  
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m o t i va te d  a nd  c o m m i t t e d  t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  e xp l o r in g  s o l u t i o n s  t o  

t h e i r  c ha l l e n ge s .  T h i s  me a n s  t ha t  pe op l e  pa r t i c ipa t e  t o  be  

em po we re d  to  p a r t i c i pa te .  

 

P R A  i s  a l so  e f f e c t i v e  i n  c re a t i n g  go o d  a nd  wo r k i n g  re l a t i o n s  

be twe e n  de ve lo p me n t  a ge n t s  a nd  c o mm un i t i e s  on  t he  one  h a nd ,  an d 

t h e  gen e r a t io n  o f  go o d  q u a l i t y  loc a l  i n f o rm a t i o n  ne e de d  f o r  

p r o gra m m e p l an n in g  o n  th e  o the r  ( S in gh ,  1 9 9 6 : 8 ) .  Ch a m be rs  

( 1 9 9 4a : 95 3)  a g r e es  t h a t  PR A  i s  e f f ec t i ve  in  e na b l i n g  r u ra l  pe o p l e  t o  

s ha re ,  e nha nc e ,  a n d  a na l y se  t he i r  l o ca l  k n ow l ed ge  a b o u t  t he i r  

s i t ua t i o n  an d  t he  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  l i f e .  The  a u t h o r  f u r t h e r  no te s  t ha t  i t  

a l so  e na b le s  t h em  t o  de t e rm i ne  a  p la n  o f  a c t i o n  t o wa r ds  re s o l v in g  

ch a l l e n ge s  t he y  a re  f a ce d  wi t h .  Acc o r d i n g  t o  Cha m b er s  a nd  G ui j t  

( 1 9 9 5 : 5 )  PR A  e na b le s  t he  l oc a l  p eo p le  t o  un de r t ak e  th e i r  o w n 

ap p ra i s a l .  The  lo ca l  p e o p le  a re  a b l e  to  ana l yse  d a t a  the y  g e n e ra te ,  

t a ke  ac t i o n  t o  re s o l ve  t he  cha l l e n ge s  f ac i n g  t h em ,  a nd  d o  

m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  e v a l ua t i on  o f  t he i r  a c t i on .  PR A  t he re f o r e  en han ce s  

t h e  de ve l o p me nt  o f  a  s e nse  o f  re s po n s i b i l i t y  a m o n g  th e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  

i n  de ve l o pme nt  p r oc e s se s .  Th i s  a l so  e nco u ra ge s  t hem  t o  o w n  t he  

w h o l e  a pp r a i s a l  t he m se l ve s .  

 

I n  f os te r i n g  t he  r e co g n i t i o n  o f  l o ca l  kn o wl ed ge ,  a n d  e ns ur in g  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  t he  l oc a l  peo p l e  a s  f a c i l i t a t o r s  a nd  t ra in e rs  i n  

de ve l op me nt  e xe rc i s e ,  PR A  pr e su m es  t ha t  t he  “ lo ca l  pe op l e  a re  

ca pa b l e  o f  so m e t h i n g  u n t i l  i t  i s  p r o ve n  o the r wi se”  ( C h am be rs  

1 9 9 4c : 14 4 5 ) .  B h a t i a  (1 99 5)  qu o te d  b y  de  Be e r  an d  S wa n ep o e l  

( 1 9 9 8 : 80 )  a g r ee s  th a t  PR A  “ re co g n i se s  a nd  r e spe c t s  a l l  pe o p l e ’ s  

ca pa b i l i t i e s  a n d  kn o wl e d ge . ”  T he  sa m e  se n t i me n t  i s  e x p re s sed  b y  

Ma sc a r e n ha s  (1 9 9 1 : 17 )  f r om  t he  l e s so ns  l e a r ne d  i n  M YR A DA  an d 

S o u t h  In d ia ,  t ha t  r u ra l  v i l l a ge r s  a re  ca pa b l e  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  m ore  

ac c u ra te  i n f o rm a t i o n  t ha n  o u t s id e rs .  The y  ca n ,  i f  a f f o rde d  a n  

o p p o r t un i t y ,  co r re c t  a nd  a na l yse  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a nd  s t a r t  a  

de ve l op me nt  p r oc e s s  o n  t he i r  o wn .  Th i s  m e a ns  t ha t  wh en  the  l oc a l  

pe op l e  a re  a f f o rde d  o pp o r tu n i t i e s ,  th ey  t a k e  ch a r ge .   
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Th e  l e s so n  l e a rn ed  in  MYR A D A  wa s  t h a t  whe n  l e a r n in g  l oc a l  

k n o wl e d ge ,  a  ne ed  wa s  r ea l i s ed  t o  un de r s ta nd  a n d  a p p re c i a te  

t r ad i t i o na l  m a n a gem e n t  s y s te m s ,  l i v e l i h o od  p ra c t i ce s ,  an d  

i n d i gen ou s  t e c hn o l o g i e s  i n  ru ra l  a r ea s .  The re  i s  a l s o  a  n ee d  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  ho w t he  ru r a l  v i l l a ge r s  f ee l ,  t h i n k  a nd  p e r ce i v e  t h i n gs .  

Th i s  c o nn o te s  t ha t ,  a s  t he  lo ca l  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  l e a r n in g  

p r o ce s s ,  t h e y  a l so  ne e d  t o  b e  s t ud ie d  a s  t he  l e a rn in g  su b j e c t s .  The y  

s ho u l d  t he re f o r e  s i m u l t a n eo u s l y  be  he l pe d  t o  l ea r n  a n d  be  s t ud ie d ,  

s o  t ha t  th e y  a r e  a pp r op r ia te l y  a pp r o ac he d  a n d  t h e i r  c ap ab i l i t i e s  a re  

d u l y  re co gn i se d  a nd  e m br ac e d .   

 

C ha m be r s  ( 19 94 b : 1 2 5 4  & 19 96 a : 1 )  em pha s i se s  t ha t  wh en  a p p l y i n g  

P R A  i n  co m m u ni t y  d e ve l o p me nt  p r oc es se s ,  t h e  f o l lo wi n g  p r i nc ip le s  

ne e d  t o  be  c on s i de re d :   

( a )  D e ve l op m e nt  f a c i l i t a t o r s  a s  o u t s i de r s  h a ve  t o  l e a r n  wi th  an d  

f r om  t he  l oc a l  pe o p l e  d i re c t l y  f rom  s i t e  o r  f ac e  t o  f a ce  

i n t e ra c t i on .  

( b )  T he  l ea r n i n g  p r oc es s  sh ou l d  be  r ap i d  a nd  p ro gr e s s i ve ,  w i t h  

f l e x ib le  an d  a d ap t ab l e  u se  o f  m e t h o ds ,  w i t h ou t  be i n g  c o nf i ne d  

t o  a  b lu e p r in t  p ro gr a mm e.  Th e  p r oc e s s  sh ou ld  a l s o  i n vo l ve  

i mp r o v i sa t i o n ,  i t e r a t i on  a nd  c r os s -ch ec k i n g.  Bh a t i a  ( 1 9 95 )  

c i t e d  b y  D e  B ee r  an d  S wa ne poe l  ( 19 98 : 8 0 )  a g re es  t h a t  PR A i s  a  

s i tua t io n -s pe c i f i c  l ea rn i n g  p r oc es s  w hi ch  e nc o u ra ge s  

f l e x ib i l i t y .  

( c )   Th e  d e ve l o pm en t  f ac i l i t a to r s  ne e d  t o  be  r e l ax e d  an d  s t ea d y ;  

l ea rn i n g  wi t h ou t  l ec t u r i n g ;  be  on  t he  l e ve l  o f  t he  l o ca l  pe op l e ;  

l ea rn i n g  wi t h  an d  f r om  t he  p eo p le ;  an d  se e k in g  t he  

d i s a d va n ta ge d  s uc h  a s  t he  po o r  an d  wo m en ,  a n d  l ea r n i n g  t he i r  

c o nc e r ns  an d  p r io r i t i e s .   

( d )  T he  o t he r  i mp or t an t  p r inc i p le  i s  t o  e n su re  ac t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on  

o f  l oc a l  pe o p l e  in  i n ve s t i g a t i o n ,  a na l y s i s ,  a n d  p r ese n t a t io n  s o  

a s  t o  e n ha nce  l ea rn in g  a n d  ge ne ra t i ng  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  ow ne rs h i p  

t o  th e  ou t co me s .  
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( e )  T he  o th e r  p r i n c i p l e  i s  t ha t  P R A  i s  n o t  a  pa na ce a .  W he n  

a p p l y i n g  P R A  “ …  u se  yo u r  o wn  bes t  j u d gem e n t  a t  a l l  t im es”  

( C ham be rs  19 94 b : 12 5 5) .  I t  i n vo l ve s  be i n g  se l f  a ware  a nd  se l f -

c r i t i ca l ,  l e a r n i n g  e ve r y  s i tu a t io n ,  ad a p t i n g  m e t ho ds  t o  ne w 

c o nd i t i on s ,  a nd  e m b r ac in g  e r r o rs  a s  l ea rn i n g  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  

( C ham be rs  1 99 6 b : 13 ) .  

( f )  F a c i l i t a t o r s  n ee d  t o  co n t i nu o u s l y  a n d  c r i t i c a l l y  in t r o spe c t  

t hem se l ve s  i n  re s p ec t  o f  t h e i r  b eh a v i ou r  a nd  ap p r oa ch  t o  t he  

l oca l  s i t u a t i o n .  

( g )  T he  i n f o r ma t i on  ac q u i re d  i n  t he  l ea r n i n g  p roc e s se s  h as  t o  be  

s ha re d  a mo n g  t he  v i l l a ge r s ,  a nd  be t we en  v i l l a g e r s  an d 

o u t s i de r s .  T h i s  p r in c i p l e  he lp s  t o  l e g i t i m i se  t he  in f o rm a t i o n  an d  

t he  p ro j e c t  in  th a t  t he  i n f o r ma t i on  be c o me s  p ub l i c  b ec au se  i t  i s  

c o l l e c t ed ,  c hec ke d ,  ve r i f i e d ,  a me nde d ,  an d  e ve n t ua l l y  o wne d  b y  

t he  pa r t i c i pan t s  t hem se l ve s .  

I n  o t he r  wo r ds ,  th e  de ve lo pme nt  f ac i l i t a t o r  ne eds  t o  re l a x ,  l i s t e n ,  

l e a rn ,  t r y  t h i n gs ,  em bra c e  e r ro r s ,  sha re  a n d  a l l o w  f u n ,  a nd  do  a l l  

t h e se  i n  pa r t n e r sh i p  wi th  t h e  pe o p l e .  T h i s  me an s  t ha t ,  t he  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i ro nme nt  n ee ds  t o  be  re l a xe d  wi th  a n  e l e me n t  o f  

f u n  t o  a l l ow f re e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e xp l o r a t io n  a nd  l ea rn i ng .   

 

I n  a pp l y i n g  P R A,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t he  pu rp ose  o f  t h i s  s t u d y,  t he  

t e c hn i que s  su c h  a s  o bse r va t io n ,  m ap p i n g  a n d  t r an se c t  wa l k  sh o u l d  

be  do ne  b y  t he  lo ca l  p e op le  t h em se l ve s .  T he  c o mb i na t i on  o f  t h ese  

t h ree  PR A  t e chn iq u es  wa s  s e l e c t ed  f o r  the  s t ud y  me re l y  f o r  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a n d  o b se r v a t i o n  o f  th e  l o ca l  pe op l e  i n  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  i n i t i a t i ve .   

( a )  Observa t io n :  t he  p a r t i c i p an t s  a re  ca re f u l l y  wa t c h ed  an d  

l i s t e ne d  t o ,  a nd  a l l  th a t  i s  s ee n  an d  he a rd  i s  r e co r de d 

(Ne uma n  2 0 0 3 : 3 81)  o n  da y- t o - da y  ba s i s  i n  t h e  f o rm  of  f i e l d  

n o t e s  b y  t he  re se a r c he r  m o re  a s  pa r t i c i pan t  t han  an  ou t s i de r  

( S t r yd o m 20 0 5 :2 81  &  2 8 3 ) .   

( b )  P a r t i c i pa t o r y  mapp ing :  on e  o f  t he  de ve l o p ed  a nd  t e s t e d  P R A 

me t ho ds  ( Ch am be r s  1 9 94 b :1 25 3 )  t h r o ugh  w h i c h  v i l l a ge rs  d ra w 
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ma ps  u n t i l  t he y  p ro v i de  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r ma t i on  t h a t  i s  n ee de d  

f o r  t he  im pl em e n ta t i o n  o f  t he i r  d e ve l op m en t  p r o gra mm es .   

( c )  Transec t s :  v i l l a ge rs  l e a d  on  f r om p a r t i c i pa t o r y  ma p p i n g  t o  a  

p l an n ed  da ta  g a t he r i n g  e xe rc i s e  o f  an  a rea ,  u s i n g  t h e  m a ps  

( Ma sc a re n ha s  1 9 91 : 13 ) .  Cha m b er s  ( 19 9 0 :1 1 )  he re  a g r ee s  t h a t  

t r an se c t  wa l k  i s  t ak e n  u s i n g  pa r t i c i p a t o r y  m a p s  l e a d i n g  i n t o  

t h e  p roc e s se s  i n  wh i c h  v i l l a ge r s  be c ome  g u i d es  f o r  o u t s i de r s .  

I n  o th e r  w or ds ,  t r a n se c t  wa l k  i s  t a ke n  a f t e r  m a p p i n g  a n d  th a t  

t h e  l oc a l  v i l l a ge r s  l e a d  t he  p roc e s s .  Th i s  t h e re f o re  em p ow e r s  

t h em .  I t  i s  t he  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  l e a r n i n g  p r o ce s s  i n  w hi c h  l oc a l  

pe op l e  wa l k  t h ro u gh  a n  a rea ,  ob se r v in g ,  a s k i n g ,  l i s t e n i n g  an d  

d i s c us s i n g  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  f i n d  i n f o r m a t i on  im p o r ta n t  f o r  

an s we r s  a n d  so l u t io ns  ( Masc a r en has  1 9 90  c i t e d  b y  C h am be r s  

1 9 9 4a : 96 0 ) .  

 

Th ese  a pp l i ca t i ons  ha ve  be e n  u sed  in  v a r i ous  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  i n i t i a t i ve s  f o r  n a t u ra l  r e so urc e  m a n a gem e n t ,  

a g r i c u l t u ra l  d e ve l op m en t ,  he a l t h  a nd  n u t r i t i o n ,  p o ve r t y  a l l e v i a t i o n ,  

an d  f oo d  sec u r i t y .  Lo c a l  pe op l e  ha ve  be en  f ou nd  t o  be  c apa b l e  o f  

ex ec u t i n g  a l l  t he  pa r t i c ip a t o r y  ap p ra i s a l  ac t i v i t i e s  be yo n d  

ex pe c t a t i o n s  o f  t he  e x t e r na l  de ve l op m e nt  f a c i l i t a t o r s  ( C h am be rs  

1 9 9 4 b : 1 25 3 ) .  Th i s  i s  be ca use  th e  r u ra l  a n d  t he  po o r  a r e  e x p e r t s  i n  

ma na gi n g  t o  su r vi ve  i n  d i f f i c u l t  co n d i t i o ns  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  k n o w 

t h i n g s  t ha t  ex te rna l  d e ve l o p m ent  w orke r s  d o  n o t  kn ow  ( C h am be rs  

1 9 8 3 : 2 0 2 -2 03 ) .  Th i s  i s  c o nf i r me d  b y  T re u rn ic h t ’ s  ( 2 00 0 : 67 )  

o bse r va t i on  t ha t  l oc a l  pe op l e  a re  ex p e r t s  in  t he i r  pa r t i c u la r  a re as .  

S w an e po e l  a n d  De  Be e r  (2 0 0 6 : 52 )  a gr e e  t ha t  l oc a l  pe op l e  h a ve  a n  

am ou n t  o f  kn o w le dge  a n d  wi sd o m  th a t  c o mm uni t y  wo r ke r s  ha ve  t o  

r e s pec t  w he n  e n ga g i n g  i n  c omm un i t y  de v e l o pm e n t  wo rk .  Ch am be r  

( 1 9 8 3 : 65 )  a g r ee s  t ha t  t he  lo ca l  p eo p le  m a y  p os se s s  kn ow l e d ge  t h a t  

ma y  be  i m p or ta n t  f o r  an y  de v e l opm e n t  i n i t i a t i ve .  Fo r  e xa m pl e ,  i n  

t h e  f a r m i n g  se c t o r ,  e spec i a l l y  in  Af r i ca ,  f a r m i n g  p r ac t i ce s  suc h  a s  

m i xe d  f a r mi n g  an d  i n t e r - c r o pp i n g  th a t  we re  u n de r mi ne d  a s  

p r i m i t i ve  a nd  m i sgu i de d  a r e  no w  r ec o gn i se d  a s  so p h i s t i ca te d  a n d  
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ap p ro p r i a t e .  Th i s  m ea ns  tha t  t he  loc a l  pe o p l e  kn o w  m u ch  m o re  

ab ou t  t he i r  l oc a t i o ns  a n d  de ve l opm e n t  p r ac t i ce s  th an  e x t e rn a l  

de ve l op me nt  wo r ke rs .  Th e y  sh ou l d  t he r e f o re  be  ap p roa ch e d  w i t h  

r e s pec t  a s  ca pa b l e  e x pe r t s  a bo u t  de ve l o pm e n t  p r ac t i c e s  i n  t he i r  

l o ca t i on s .   

 

Th e  be ha v i ou r  a nd  a t t i t u de  o f  o u t s ide r  f a c i l i t a t o r s  p la y  a  r o l e  i n  

i m pl e m e nta t io n  o f  P R A pr i nc i p le s .  T h i s  i s  ma n i f e s t e d  w hen  

o u t s i d e r  f a c i l i t a t o r s  a p p roa c h  l oc a l  p eo p le  wi t h  a  pe rc ep t i on  t h a t  

t h e  l oca l s  k n o w no t h i n g  a n d  t h a t  t he y  ca n  o n l y  d o  l i t t l e .  T h i s  

a t t i t ude  a l wa ys  re s u l t s  i n  o u t s i de r  f a c i l i t a t o r s  d om i n a t i n g  i n  

de te r m in a t io n  o f  a s pe c t s  s uc h  a s  a gen da ,  ga t he r i n g  a n d  a na l y s i s  o f  

i n f o rm a t i o n ,  a nd  p l a n n i n g  o f  p r o gra mm e s ,  f o r ge t t i n g  t ha t  t he y  

( o u t s i de r s )  s ho u ld  r em a i n  f a c i l i t a t o r s ,  l e a r ne r s  a nd  c o ns u l t a n t s  

( C h am be rs  1 9 9 4b : 12 5 5) .  The  au t ho r  a rgu es  t ha t  whe n  the  b eh a v i ou r  

an d  a t t i t u de  o f  f a c i l i t a t o r s  a re  co n s i s t e n t  w i t h  PR A  pr i nc i p l e s ,  t he  

f a c i l i t a t o r s  wo u l d  “h a nd  o ve r  t he  s t i c k”  o f  a u t ho r i t y  i n  t ha t  t he  

l o ca l  p eo p le  wo u l d  t h en  the m se l ves  d o  ma pp i n g,  m ode l l i n g ,  

t r an se c t s  a n d  o b se r va t io ns ,  d ia g ra m mi n g,  da ta  c o l l e c t i o n  an d  

an a l ys i s ,  p re se n ta t i on  o f  in f o r m a t i on ,  an d  p l a nn i n g.  The  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  sh o u l d  t he re f o re  b e  g i ven  t he  re s po n s ib i l i t i e s  t o  s ea rc h  

f o r  s o l u t i on s  t h ro u gh  g a t he r i n g ,  a na ly s i n g ,  sha r i n g  a n d  u s in g  t he  

i n f o rm a t i o n .  T h i s  ma y  b e  p o s s ib l e ,  e s pe c i a l l y  w he n  t he  c o mm un i t y  

me m be r s  a r e  a p p r oa c he d  w i t h  a  p os i t i ve  a t t i t u de  t ha t  t he y  kn o w 

m o re  a bou t  th e i r  a r ea  th an  o u t s i de r s .  

 

A cc o rd in g  t o  Ch am ber s ,  We bbe r  a nd  I so n  c i t e d  b y  D o yl e  an d  

Kr a sn y  ( 2 00 3 : 92 ) ,  P R A  i s  o ne  t yp e  o f  Par t i c i pa tory  Ac t io n  

Re sea rch  (PAR)  wh ic h  h as  bee n  used  b y  de ve lo p me nt  w o r ke r s  t o  

s o l i c i t  an d  e l i c i t  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  o f  t he  s oc i a l l y  d i se n f ran c h i se d  

g r o u ps  i n  p ro b le m  ana l ys i s  an d  a r t i c u la t io n  o f  th e i r  so lu t i o ns .  

P r o ze sk y  a nd  Mo u t o n  ( 20 01 : 54 1 )  o b se r ve d  P AR  n o t  o n l y  a s  a  

r e sea rc h  me t h od  t o  s o l i c i t  an d  e l i c i t  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  o f  r e sea rc h  

s ub j ec t s ,  b u t  a l so  a s  an  a p p roa c h  p r i nc ip le d  a n d  f oc use d  o n  t he  
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r e la t i on sh ip  b e t wee n  t he  re se a rc h e r  an d  the  re sea rc h  sub j e c t s .  The  

r e sea rc he r  an d  th e  c om mu ni t y  a re  eq ua l  p a r t ne r s  a nd  e ac h  o f  t h em  

co n t r i b u te s  va l uab le  re so u r ce s  t o  t he  i m pl e m e nt a t io n  o f  t h e  p ro j e c t  

( B l e s s  &  Hi gs on - Sm i t h  20 00 :5 6 ) .  Ide a l l y ,  t he  re se a rch  p r ob l e m  i n  

t h i s  ca se  i s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  t he  p eo p le  wh o  f in d  t he m se l ve s  in  

d i f f i cu l t y  b y  m a k i ng  a  re q ue s t  f o r  a s s i s t an ce  t o  c om m u n i t y  wo r ke r s .   

 

S w an e po e l  a nd  De  Be e r  (2 0 0 6 : 1 62 )  n o t e d  a  s i m i la r  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  

de ve l op me nt  m e t ho d  kn o wn  as  Par t i c i pa t ory  Rura l  Appra i s a l  and  

P lann ing  a s  a n o t he r  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  re se a rch  m e t ho d o l o gy  w h ic h  d oe s  

n o t  s e pa ra te  t he  re sea rc he r  a n d  th e  re s p o nde n t .  Th is  me t h o d  d i f f e r s  

s l i gh t l y  wi t h  P AR i n  t ha t  t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a r e  re se a r ch e r s  a n d  

r e s po nd e n t s  a t  t he  s am e  t im e .   H ow e ve r ,  l i k e  P AR,  PR A P  a l so  

em ph as i se s  t he  u se  o f  l oc a l  k n o w le d ge  i n  t he  co m m u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  p r oc es se s  ( S wa ne poe l  &  De  B ee r  200 6 : 28 ) .  I n  

ac q u i r i n g  t h i s  i n f o r m a t io n ,  PR A P  m ake s  use  o f  t he  lo ca l  pe op l e ’ s  

o p i n i on s ,  pe r ce p t io n s  a n d  i ns i g h t  a b ou t  th e i r  ge n e ra l  e nv i r o n me n t  

i n  r e l a t i o n  to  t he  de ve l op me nt  i n i t i a t i ve .  The  pa r t i c i pan t s  be c o me  

r e sea rc he r s  a n d  de ve lo pm en t  im p l em en te r s  th em se l ve s .  

 

 

2 . 5 . 2  F ac i l i t a t i o n  m e t ho d  i n  e n ha nc i n g  peo p l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

an d  em p owe rm e nt  

 

Fac i l i t a t i on  me t hod  ( Rom m  2 0 0 1 : 1 51 )  i s  on e  o the r  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

de ve l op me nt  m e t ho d o lo gy  s ha r in g  t he  s a me  c o n t e n t  a n d  o b j ec t i ve  

w i t h  o t he r  pa r t i c ipa t o r y  m e t ho d s .  Ho we ve r ,  t h i s  m e tho d  i m p l ie s  

t h a t  t he  ne u t r a l i t y  o f  t he  d e ve l opm en t  w o rk e r  s e r ve s  m e re l y  t o  

a s s i s t  pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  c o n s id e r i n g  a n d  a r t i c u l a t in g  t h e i r  o w n  ne e ds  

an d  s o l u t io ns .  Th r ou g h  f a c i l i t a t i on  m e th o d ,  pa r t i c ip an t s  a re  

a f f o rd e d  a  p la t f o rm  t o  d e t e r mi ne  t he i r  f u t u re .  I t  i s  du r in g  t h i s  

i n te ra c t i o n  t ha t  p a r t i c i pa n t s  a re  gu id ed  t o war ds  se l f -a c t ua l i s a t i on .  

F o r  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  t o  e x pe r i en t i a l l y  l e a rn  a bo u t  t he i r  co n d i t i on s ,  

i t  i s  im po r ta n t  to  p r o v i de  th e  n ec es sa r y  sp ac e  f o r  t he m t o  de ve l o p  
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t h e i r  ow n  p la n s ,  d i s c o ve r  ne w t h i n gs  o n  th e i r  o wn ,  a n d  d ra w the i r  

o w n  c o nc l u s io ns  (S t e ve n s  2 0 0 7 : 1 0 ) .  I t  i s  th e re f o r e  e v i de n t  f rom  

t h i s  re v i ew  t ha t  f ac i l i t a t i o n  m e th o d  c r ea te s  a n  e n vi r on m en t  t ha t  i s  

co nd uc i ve  t o  soc ia l  in te ra c t io n  a n d  me a n i n gf u l  pe o p le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .       

 

Th e  ca se  o f  S im on ,  a  d r u g  ad d ic t  f r om  Gi ya ne  v i l l a ge  i n  t he  

Lo w ve l d  Dis t r i c t  o f  L i m p op o  P rov i nc e ,  w ho  d ec i ded  t o  qu i t  

s mo ki n g  da gga  (Re la te  2 00 9 ) ,  i s  a n  ex am pl e  o f  t he  ro l e  t he  

f a c i l i t a t i o n  m e t ho d  m a y  p la y  i n  he l p in g  a nd  gu i d i n g  pe op l e  t owa r ds  

i m pl e m e nt i n g  o f  t he i r  o wn  p l a n s .  I n  t h i s  d oc ume nt a r y ,  S i m o n  t oo k  

t h e  in i t i a t i ve  t o  q u i t  sm ok i n g  da gga  a n d  f i n d  a  j ob .  He  t he n  s ou gh t  

he lp  f rom  h i s  ne p he w  w ho  e n ga ge d  h im  wi t h  t he  f a c i l i t a t o r ,  An g ie  

D ia l e .  Th e  f ac i l i t a t o r  w i t h  a n  e le me n t  o f  n eu t ra l i t y  ( R o mm 

2 0 0 1 : 1 5 1 ) ,  b a se d  he r  f a c i l i t a t i o n  o n  t he  p la ns  t he  a d d ic t  ha d  i n  

m i n d .  S h e  t he n  e nga ged  h i m  w i th  d r u g  ad d i c t  spe c i a l i s t  s up p or t  

s e r v ic e  w hi ch  pu t  th e  e n t i re  re sp on s i b i l i t y  o n  h i m  t o  su cc ee d  i n  h i s  

en de a vo u r  (B u rke y  1 9 9 3 :5 6 ) .  He  wa s ,  a t  t he  s a m e  t i m e ,  gu i de d  to  

ma rk e t  h i s  bu i l d i n g  sk i l l s  t h ro u gh  d i s t r ib u t i on  o f  p l a ca r d s  a r ou n d  

t h e  t o w nsh i p  t o  f i nd  a  j ob  t ha t  wo u l d  kee p  h im  bu s y  a s  he  

an t i c i pa te d .  He  pe r f o rm e d  a l l  th e  t a s k s  a nd  su cc ee de d  on  h i s  ow n.  

H e  qu i t  t a k i n g  d rugs  a n d  go t  a  j ob .  Th i s  me a ns  t ha t  pe o p l e  ha ve  

p l an s  f o r  t h e i r  de ve lo pme n t .  The y  j u s t  ne e d  an  e na b l i n g  

en v i r o nm e n t  an d  fa c i l i t a t i on  su pp o r t  t o  re a l i s e  s uc h  p la ns .  W he n  

pe op l e  a re  t a ske d  t o  h e l p  t h em se l ve s ,  t he y  w o rk  ha rd  to  s uc c ee d .  

S i m o n  e ve n t ua l l y  f e l t  c o nf i de n t  t o  t he  e x te n t  t ha t  he  co u l d  e ve n  

s pe ak  h i s  l a n gua ge  (Tso n ga )  w hi ch  w as  n o t  t he  ca se  d u r i n g  t he  

en t i re  s ho o t i n g  o f  t he  do c um e n ta r y .  T he  pa r t i c i pan t  r e ga i ne d  h i s  

w e l l - be in g  a n d  se l f - e s te e m.  W he n  p eo p le  a re  m a d e  t o  pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  

ce r t a i n  i n i t i a t i ve s  t o  b r i n g  ch a n ge  i n  t he i r  l i ve s ,  t h e y  t a ke  

r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  u l t i ma te l y  f i nd  s o l u t i on s  a nd  g a i n  s e l f -

w e l l b e i n g .   

 

F r o m  a l l  t h e  a bo ve  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  t he o r i e s  a n d  m e t ho do l o g i e s ,  o ne  
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r e a l i s e s  t ha t  de ve lo pm e nt  i s  a b o u t  em po we rm en t  o f  pe o p l e  th r ou g h  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  c o mm un i t y  de ve l o pm e nt  i n i t i a t i v es .  H o we ve r ,  i f  

pe op l e  d o  t he  l ea rn i n g  a nd  p l an n i n g  b u t  t he r e  i s  n o  wa y  t o  p u t  t he i r  

e f f o r t s  i n  p r ac t i ce ,  t he  r e su l t s  be co m e  ne ga t i ve .  F ro m  a l l  t he  

pa r t i c ip a t o r y  ap pro ac he s ,  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  p re se n te d  f rom  b o t h  

l i t e ra l  a n d  r a d i c a l  v i e w  po i n t s  a s  a  m e an s  an d  a n  e nd  t o  hum a n  

de ve l op me nt .   

 

Th e  ex i s t in g  d eb a t e  e v i d en t  in  t he  re v i ewe d  l i t e ra tu re  i s  o n  w h e t he r  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i s  a  m ea ns  t o  d ev e l o pm en t  o r  a n  e n d  t he re o f .  

H o we ve r ,  I n gha m  (1 9 9 5 : 45  &  2 07 )  a rgu e s  f ro m  b o th  ec o n o mi c  an d  

s oc ia l  p e r sp ec t i ve s ,  t ha t  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  b o t h  a  mea ns  an d  a  g oa l .  

F r o m  t he  ec on o mi c  pe r s pec t i ve ,  pa r t i c ip a t io n  i s  ob se r ve d  a s  a  

me a ns  t o  g oa l  w h i ch  i s  de ve l op m e nt .  F r o m  t h e  s oc i a l  pe r s pec t i ve ,  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i s  o bse r ved  a s  t he  goa l  i t s e l f .  The  a u t ho r  a r gue s  th a t  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a s  t he  go a l  i s  c ha r a c t e r i s e d  b y  a  b o t t om -u p 

de ve l op me nt  s t ra t e gy  w h i c h  i s  m o s t  l ik e l y  ge n e r a t ed  b y  t he  we a k  

t h em se l ve s  on  t he  g r o u nd .  A s  a  me an s ,  i t  i s  cha ra c t e r i s e d  b y  t op -

d o wn  pa r t i c i pa t i on  w h i ch  i s  a l wa ys  i n i t i a t e d  b y  go ve rn me nt  a ge n t s  

t o  ac h i e ve  a  s p ec i f i c  s t a t e d  go ve rn m e n t  o b j ec t i ve .  A  go o d  e xa mp le  

o f  t he  to p - do w n  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  th e  S ou th  Af r i c a n  I n t e g ra t e d  

D e ve l op m en t  P la n n i n g  s ys t em  as  p ro v id e d  f o r  b y  Munic ipa l  Sy s tems  

Ac t  32  o f  2000  ( S o u th  Af r i c a  2 00 0 :3 0) .  Th i s  t op - do wn  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

i s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  t he  m un i c i pa l  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  i n vo l ve me n t  o f  t he  

co mm u ni t i e s  i n  the  de t e rm i na t i o n  o f  s oc i a l  ne e ds  an d  de ve lo pme n t  

o f  m un i c ipa l  s e rv i c e  de l i ve r y  o b j e c t i ve s .  I n  th i s  k i nd  o f  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  pe op l e  d o  n o t  ha ve  c on t r o l  o ve r  t h e i r  d e s t in y  be ca use  

t h e  p r oce s ses  a re  i n i t i a t e d  an d  co n t r o l l e d  b y  t he  s t a t e  a ge nc ie s  

i n s te a d  o f  the  pe o p l e  t he m se l ve s .   

 

F r o m  t he  ab o ve  t he o re t i ca l  an d  m e t ho d o lo g ic a l  d i s c us s i o n s ,  a n  

i n s i gh t  m a y  be  re a l i s e d  t ha t  t he  de v e l op m e nt  a ge n t  ca nn o t  a c h ie ve  

s oc ie ta l  t r an s f o rm a t i o n  w i t h ou t  wo rk i n g  w i t h  t he  p eo p le  c o n ce r ne d .  

Th e  f o l l o wi n g  sc r i p t  a n d  e x p re s s i o ns  m a y  e n ha nce  t he  
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u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  t heo r y  a n d  me t h od s  be t t e r :   

Lo ca l  p e op le  a re  e xp e r t s  o f  t h e i r  s i tua t i o n  (Ch am be r s  

1 9 83 : 2 0 2 -2 03 ) .  Hav e  re spe c t  f o r  t h e i r  k n o wl e d ge  an d  w i s do m  

( S w an ep o e l  &  De  Be e r  2 00 6 :5 2 ) .  L i ve  am o n g  t h em ,  l ea rn  f ro m  

t h em ,  p l an  wi t h  the m ,  w or k  wi t h  t he m,  s t a r t  w i t h  wh a t  t he y  

k n ow,  b u i ld  on  w ha t  t he y  ha ve ,  t ea ch  b y  s h o win g ,  an d  l e a r n  b y  

d o i n g  ( Ko r t e n  e t  a l  q u o t ed  b y  G r an  19 8 3 :2 46 ) .  A nd  i n  t he  e n d  

w he n  t he  wo rk  i s  d o n e ,  t he y  w i l l  r e j o i ce :  “W e  ha ve  do n e  i t  

o u rse l ves ! ”  (B u rke y  19 93 : i )  

 

Th i s  m e a ns  th a t  w he n  pe o p le  a re  re sp ec te d  an d  en ga ge d  i n  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a s  c ap a b l e  ro l e  p l a ye r s ,  a n d  a s  th e  s t a r t i ng  p o i n t  f o r  

l e a rn i n g ,  p la n n i n g  a n d  i m pl e me nt a t io n  o f  de ve l op m en t  i n i t i a t i ve s ,  

t h e y  ac t  a s  s uc h  t ow a r ds  r ea l i s in g  t he i r  g oa l s .  As  t he y  ac h i e ve  t he  

o b j ec t i ves ,  t he i r  se l f -e s te e m  in c re ase s .  

 

H o we ve r ,  a  pa ra do x  i s  h i gh l i gh t ed  b y  Ko r te n  c i t e d  b y  G ra n  

( 1 9 8 3 : 18 1)  o n  “ th e  n ee d  to  e xe r t  [ l e g i t i m a t e ]  i n f l ue nce  o ve r  p e op le  

f o r  t he  p u rp ose  o f  b u i l d i n g  t he i r  c a pac i t y  t o  co n t ro l  t he i r  o wn  

l i ve s”  v i s  à  v i s  “ he l p i n g  pe o p l e  t o  h e l p  t h em se l ve s  w i th o u t  e x t e rn a l  

i n f l ue n ce . ”  T he  r em a i n i n g  q ues t io n  i s :  “ a t  w ha t  po in t  doe s  

f a c i l i t a t i o n  be com e  ma n i p u l a t i o n? ”  T h i s  m ea n s  t ha t  de ve lo p me n t  

f a c i l i t a t o r s  s ho u l d  t he re f o r e ,  b e f o re  “ ha n d i n g  o ve r  t he  s t i c k”  

( C h am be rs  1 99 4 b : 1 2 55 ) ,  w i t h ou t  u n d ue  p re s s u re ,  en su r e  t ha t  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  ha ve  r ea ch e d  a  s t a ge  w h e re  t h e y  a re  ab le  to  p l a n  a n d  

i m pl e m e nt  t he i r  de ve l o p me n t  p ro g ram m es .  The y  sh ou l d  t he re f o re  

s po n ta neo us l y  a t t a in  e m po we rme n t  and  se l f - re l i a nce .   

 

 

2 . 6  C OM M UN I TY  GRO U P S ’  INTER N A L E N V IRO N ME NT FO R 

P EO P LE P AR T IC IP A T I O N A ND E M PO WER MEN T  

 

Th i s  s e c t io n  o f  t he  r e v ie w  pa ys  mu c h  a t t e n t io n  t o  g r o u p  d yn am ic s  

a s  o ne  o f  t he  f ac t o r s  t h a t  ma y  h am pe r  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i f  i t  i s  

n o t  p r o pe r l y  ha n d l ed .  Pe o p le  m a y  p a r t i c i pa te  a s  in d i v i d ua l s ,  bu t  

t h e y  p a r t i c i pa te  m o re  e f f ec t i ve l y  t h ro u g h  g r o u p  a c t i o n  ( U N D P 
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1 9 9 3 : 2 1 ) .  T h i s  i s  c onf i r m ed  b y  R ah m a n  (1 9 9 3 : 1 5 0)  t h a t  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i s  an  o r ga n i sed  a nd  co l l ec t i ve  e xe r c i s e  o f  pe o p l e ’ s  

p o we r  i n  t h in k i n g  a n d  a c t i n g .  Pe op l e  pa r t i c ipa t io n  i s  m uc h  c om m o n 

i n  c om mu ni t y  de ve l o p me nt  p r o j e c t s  w h e re  th e  p r oce s s  t a ke s  p la ce  

i n  g r o up s  ( Swa n epo e l  &  De  B ee r  2 006 : 8 7 ) .  Th i s  g ro u p  f o r m a t i o n  i s  

de f i n ed  b y  Go o dm an  a n d  Ma rx  ( 1 9 78  a s :  

A  pa t t e r n  o f  so c i a l  p os i t i on s ,  t he  h o l de r s  o f  wh i c h  s ha re  t he  

s a m e  goa l  o r  g oa l s ,  a  s e n se  o f  g r o u p  i de n t i t y ,  a nd -m os t  

i m p or ta n t -a n  i n te r a c t i o n  s t ruc tu r ed  b y  t he  e x pe c t a t io ns  

a t t ac he d  to  t he i r  po s i t i o n s .  

  

Th i s  de f in i t io n  e n t a i l s  t ha t  a  de ve lo p me nt  g r o up  i s  a  s t ru c t u re  

co ns i s t in g  o f  pa r t i c i p an t s  o f  t h e  s a me  c o m mu n i t y  s ha r i n g  t he  s a me  

i d en t i t y  a nd  i n t e re s t ,  a n d  en ga ged  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  ac h i e ve  o ne  

co mm o n o b j e c t i ve .  H owe v e r ,  t he  e s sen ce  o f  the  g r ou p’s  e x i s t e n ce  

i n  t he  de f i n i t i o n  i s  p ro mi ne n t l y  b ase d  m o re  o n  t he  po s i t i o ns  o f  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  i n  th e  g r o u p  t h an  t he i r  ge ne ra l  de v e l o pm e nt .  A s  a  

r e s u l t ,  a  q ue s t i o n  a r i s e s :  W ha t  ab o u t  o th e r  peo p l e  wi t h  a  d i f f e re n t  

p os i t i on  f r om  t ha t  o f  g r ou p  p a r t i c i pa n t s?  

 

M os t  o f  t he  so c i a l  de v e l opm e nt  e f f o r t s  t a ke  p la ce  th r ou g h 

de ve l op me nt  g r ou ps  in  t ha t  “ Pe o p l e ’ s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  th e  wo r l d  i s  

f o r me d  a n d  nu r t u r ed  i n  f a c e - t o - f ac e  i n t e r ac t i on s  i n  sm a l l  s oc i a l  

g r o u ps”  ( U ND P  1 99 3 : 84 )  suc h  a s  s e l f - he l p  f a rm i n g  g ro u p s  f o un d  i n  

co un t r i e s  a l l  o ve r  t he  wo r l d .  Exa m pl e s  o f  such  o r gan i sa t i on s  f ou n d  

i n  s om e  o f  t he  Af r i c an  c ou n t r i e s  i nc l ud e :  nh imbe  a nd  j angano  i n  

Z i m bab we ,  owe  a nd  are  i n  wes t e r n  N ige r i a ,  nnoboa  i n  so u t h -e as t e r n  

G ha na ,  i b imi na  i n  n o r t h e r n  R wan d a ,  n j ank i s  i n  Ca m e ro on ,  chee tu  i n  

S r i  La nk a ,  a nd  samabaya  i n  Ba n g l ad e sh  (U N D P  1 99 3 : 8 5 ) .  T he  

f a r m i n g  co m m u ni t i e s  i n  pa r t i c u la r ,  u se  t hese  g r o up  s t ru c t u re s  t o  

co l l ec t i ve l y  ac h i ev e  th e i r  co m m o n f a rm i n g  o b j ec t i ve s  su ch  a s  

b u y in g  go o ds  i n  b u l k ,  o b ta i n in g  c re d i t  a nd  sh a r in g  f a r m in g  l a bo u r .  

Th i s  me an s  t ha t  c om mu ni t y  g r o u p s  t he re f o re  p la y  a n  im p o r ta n t  r o le  

i n  c om m u n i t y  de ve l o p me nt .  
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A u t h or i t i e s ’  a p p r oa c he s  a nd  so me  in he r e n t  s oc ia l  p ra c t i c e s  m a y  i n  

s om e  wa y  o r  th e  o t he r ,  h i nd e r  ge nu i ne  pe o p l e  pa r t i c ip a t io n .  I n  

Z i m bab we ,  f o r  in s t a nce ,  S i th o le  ( 20 0 4 :  26 3 )  f o u nd  t h a t  p e op le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  p a r t i cu l a r l y  wo me n  a nd  ne w  mi gra n t s  i n  Re s ou r ce  

Ma n a ge m e nt  Co m m i t t e e s  (R MC )  wa s  i m pe de d  b y  c u l t u ra l  c on t r o l s .  

S ee m i n g l y ,  cu l t u re  ha s  an  i m pac t  o n  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  en v i r o nm en t  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de ve l op m e nt .  T re u r n i ch t  ( 2 00 0 : 68 )  a l s o  m ake s  me n t io n  

o f  s t r uc tu re  o f  de ve l op me nt  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  o ne  o f  t he  f ac t o r s  t h a t  

i m pe de  ru r a l  d e ve l o pm e nt  b y  ha m pe r in g  de ve lo p me n t  

co mm u ni c a t io n .  The  wa y  in  wh ic h  t h e  co m m u ni t y  g r o u p s  a re  

s t r uc t u re d  m a y  i m p ac t  o n  t he  g r o u p s ’  i n t e r na l  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

en v i r o nm e n t .  F r om  t he  t h eo re t i ca l  a na l ys i s  o f  G ra n’ s  de ve lo p me n t  

s t r a t e g y,  Mar t i n us se n  (1 99 5 : 33 7)  f ou n d  th a t  t he re  i s  a  p a r t i cu l a r  

r e l e va nc e  i n  d rawi n g  a t t e n t io n  t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  r e l a t in g  t o  c l a s s  

d i s t i nc t i o ns ,  ge n de r  a nd  e t h n i c  a f f i l i a t i on  w i t h i n  s oc ie t y  w he n  

en ga g in g  pe o p l e  in t o  p a r t i c i pa t i on .  P e o p l e  sh o u l d  t he re f o re  be  

o r g an i se d  i n t o  g ro u ps  so  t ha t  suc h  l i m i t a t i o ns  ca n  be  e a s i l y  

ma na ge d .  

 

H o we ve r ,  de ve lo p me nt  f a c i l i t a t o r s  n e e d  t o  be  c a r e f u l  w he n  

en ga g in g  pe op l e  in  t h ese  g r o u ps  f o r  pa r t i c i p a t i o n .  F or  su c h  e f f o r t s  

t o  a ch ie ve  r ea l  pe op l e  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  an d  e m p o we r me nt ,  de ve lo pme n t  

f a c i l i t a t o r s  nee d  to  ob se r ve  t he  ba s ic  p r i n c i p l e  tha t  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

s ho u l d  be  v o l u n t a ry ,  de m oc r a t i c ,  a n d  be  f o r  a  c o m mo n  goa l  (Bu r ke y  

1 9 9 3 : 1 3 6 ) .  Pe o p le  m us t  be  f r ee  t o  j o in  a n d  pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  t he  g r o u ps  

i n  de f i n i n g  t he i r  f e l t  n ee d s .  F o r  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  to  b e  f o r  a  c o m mo n 

an d  l e g i t i m a t e  goa l ,  M on ah e n g  (2 0 0 0 : 12 8 )  wa rn s  th a t  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

s ho u l d  n o t  b e  m an i p u la te d  b y  e x t e r na l  de ve lo pme n t  a g en t s  t o  

ad va nce  t he  i n t e re s t  o f  un sc ru pu l o u s  o b j e c t i ve s .  The  e m p ha s i s  i s  

t h a t  de ve l o pm e nt  a ge n t s  ne e d  o n l y  t o  p ro v i de  t he  re qu i re d  

i n f o rm a t i o n  t ha t  ca n  e n ha nc e  a r t i cu l a t i on  o f  t he  ne ed s  b y  t he  

g r o u ps .  Co m m u ni ty  w o r k e r s  sh ou l d  m a ke  t h e  c om mu ni t y  g r ou p  

en v i r o nm e n t  c on du c i ve  t o  f re e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  a nd  l ea rn i n g .   
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Th e r e  i s  a  ne ed  t o  s up po r t  t he  po or  a n d  t he  v u l n e r a b l e  be ne f i c i a r i e s  

o f  de ve l op me nt  p r o gra m m e s  i n  o r ga n i s i n g  t h em se l ve s  i n t o  

co l l ec t i ve  ac t i o n  me c ha n i s m s  (Ma t h au e r  20 0 4 : 1 3) .  Pe o p l e  m a y  ne e d  

t o  b e  o r g an i sed  i n t o  s t r u c t u re s  t ha t  m a y  b e  c o n duc ive  t o  t he i r  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a n d  e mp o wer me nt .  The  a u t h o r  a r g ue s  t ha t  s uc h  

me c han i sm s  ma y  em po we r  t he  b e ne f i c i a r i e s  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t he i r  

i n te re s t s  w i th  d e ve l op m en t  s e r v i ce  p ro v i d e r s .  F r om  t he  t he o re t i c a l  

an a l ys i s  o f  G r an ’ s  w o rk ,  Ma r t i nu s sen  ( 19 95 : 3 3 3 )  su gg es t s  s o me  

s t r a t e g ie s  t o wa rd s  en su r i n g  de ve l opm e n t  i n  p oo r  s oc ie t i e s ,  a mo n g  

o t he r s ,  t o  o r g an i se  p e o p l e  i n t o  sm a l l  ba se  o r ga n i sa t i on s  w i t h  a  f l a t  

o r  h o r i zo n t a l  de c i s i o n -m a k i n g  s t r uc t u re ,  t o  b re a k  d o w n  a l l  t he  

ba r r i e r s  th a t  l im i t  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  a nd  t o  e ns u r e  t ha t  t h e  p eo p le  ga i n  

eq ua l  o pp o r tu n i t i es  i n  t he  de c i s i o n-m a k in g  p r oc es se s .  T h i s  m ea ns  

t h a t  sm a l l  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u ps  a r e  i m p o r ta n t  a nd  i nc lu s i ve  

pa r t i c ip a t o r y  m ea ns  o f  c om m u n i t y  de ve l op me nt .   

 

H o we ve r ,  B u rke y  ( 1 99 3 : 2 1 0)  wa r ns  t ha t  the se  c om m uni t y  g r ou ps  

s ho u l d  n o t  b e  f o r me d  b y  de v e l opm e nt  wo r ke r s ,  b u t  r a t he r  be  

a l l o wed  t o  e vo l ve  t h r o u gh  t he i r  ow n  e f f o r t s .  The i r  g r o wt h  sh ou l d ,  

s po n ta neo us l y  a n d  p u rp o se f u l l y ,  s t a r t  f ro m  wi t h i n ,  a s  p eop le  

i n te ra c t  a mo n g  t he m se l ve s  ( R obe r t s  19 7 9 : 1 03 ) .   C om m u n i t y  g r o u p s  

s ho u l d  e me r ge  f r om  t he i r  i n i t i a t i ve  a n d  b e  a l l o wed  a nd  gu ide d  t o  

g r o w i n t o  a  c o l l e c t i ve  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  e n v i ro n me nt  c ha rac t e r i s e d  b y  

eq u i t a b l e  op p o r t un i t i e s  f o r  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  de c i s io n- m ak in g  t o  a l l  

i n  t he  g r ou p .  Af f o rd i n g  p e o p le  e q ua l  o p p o r t un i t i e s  in  th e  dec i s i on -

ma k i n g  p r oc es se s  i s  a l s o  e m p ha s i se d  b y  t h e  UN D P  ( 2 000 :5 )  a s  o ne  

o f  t h e  ma j o r  h u ma n  r i gh t s  t ha t  wh e n  se c ur e d ,  ma y  en su r e  hum an  

de ve l op me nt  a nd  soc i e t a l  t r a ns f o rm a t i o n .   

 

Th i s  co l l ec t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  m ec ha n i sm  ma y  be  a  b od y  o f  

i n d i v i d ua l  p e r so ns  c ha ra c t e r i s e d  b y  a  pas s i o n  f o r  a  c om mo n  go a l  

t h a t  add re s se s  t he  nee ds  an d  in t e re s t  o f  a l l  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  a n d  th us  

c r ea t i n g  an  e n v i r o nme n t  t h a t  p ro mo t e s  o ne ne ss  a m on g  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s .  I t  i s  a l so  cha ra c t e r i s e d  b y  u n i f o rm ,  c on s i s t en t  an d  
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co n t i nu ou s  i n t e ra c t i o n  a n d  c om m u n i ca t i on  t ha t  i s  r e gu la te d  b y  

n o r m s  an d  p r in c i p l e s  en t r e nc he d  i n  t he i r  o r ga n i sa t i ona l  s t a t u te .  

Th ro u g h  th i s  i n t e r ac t i on ,  c omm un i t i e s  c a n  m a ke  use  o f  the i r  

co mm o n  a s se t s  t o  s o l ve  p r o b l em s  a n d  m e e t  t he i r  so c i a l  ne e d s  

( Ha sha g en  2 00 3 :2 9 2 ) .  The se  c o m mu n i t i e s  m a y  a l so  f o rm s t ru c t u re s  

t h a t  m a y  be  u se d  to  e s t ab l i sh  s t ron g  a n d  f o r m a l  l i n ka ge s  a n d  

ne tw o r k s  be t we en  t he  c om m u ni t i e s  t he m se l ve s  o r  th e i r  c o m m u ni t y  

g r o u ps  t o  a cc e ss  c om m on  s up po r t  a n d  r e s o u rc es  ( G i l ch r i s t  

2 0 0 3 : 1 4 5 ) .  T h ro u gh  g r ou p  s t ru c t u re s ,  c om m un i t y  me m b er s  m a y 

ha ve  ac ce s s  t o  re so u r ce s  w hi ch  a s  i nd i v i d u a l s  ma y  n o t  ha ve  ac ce s s  

t o .  Tw o  f o rm s  o f  th e se  c om m un i t y  g r o u p s  t a ke  p r om i n en ce  i n  t h i s  

r e vi e w.  i . e  i n t e re s t  g r o up  a n d  o r gan i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u re .   

 

 

2 . 6 . 1  I n t e r e s t  g ro u p s  in  co m m un i t y  de ve l o p me nt  

 

A n  in t e res t  group  ma y  be  a  g r o u p  o f  i nd i v i dua l s  wh o  c o me  t o g e t he r  

f o r  a  sh a re d  c om m o n  i n t e re s t  m ea n t  f o r  t h e  im pr o ve me n t  o f  

s t a n da r d  o f  l i v i ng  o f  t he  g r o u p ’s  m e mbe rs .  Fo r  ex am pl e ,  

s ub s i s t e nc e  so r gh um  f a rm e r s  i n  ru ra l  c o mm un i t i e s  o f  Sek hu kh une  

D is t r i c t  g r ou p  t he m se l ve s  i n to  a g r i c u l t u ra l  v i l l a ge  c oo p e r a t i v es ,  

w i t h  a  v i ew  t o  c o l l e c t i ve l y  ac c es s  f a r mi n g  in pu t s  a nd  o t he r  

r e s ou rc e s  n ee de d  f o r  t he i r  h ou se h o l d  i nc ome  o r  t o  sha re  

i n f o rm a t i o n  ne e ded  f o r  t he i r  pa r t i cu la r  c om m o n  f a r mi n g  g o a l s  

( D i a l e  20 0 5 :5 1) .  I n t e re s t  g r o u ps  the re f o r e  p l a y  a n  i m p o r t an t  ro l e  i n  

co mm u ni t y  d e ve l op m en t ,  e s pe c ia l l y  i n  r u ra l  f a rm in g.  T he  g r o u p  

ma y  b e  o f  an y  s i ze  c o ns t i t u t e d  o f  m em be r s  o f  a n y  gen de r  (B u r ke y  

1 9 9 3 : 1 3 4 ) .   

 

A  s i mi l a r  g r o up  f o r m a t i o n  i s  r e f e r re d  t o  b y  S wa ne p oe l  (1 9 92 : 11 )  a s  

ac t i on  group .  T h i s  m i gh t  b e  an  i n s t i t u t io n  co n s i s t i n g  o f  a  c o l l e c t io n  

o f  i n d i v i d ua l s  w i t h  a  c o mm on  n ee d  a n d  i n t e r e s t ,  su b j ec t  t o  c e r t a i n  

b o u n da r ie s  a nd  s i ze s ,  f o r  t he  p u rp ose s  o f  c om m u ni t y  deve l o pm en t .  

G r o u p  f o r ma t i on  a l lo w s  h o r i zon ta l  com m u ni ca t i on  a m o n g  t he  
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me m be r s  ( Swa ne p oe l  1 99 2 : 12 )  an d  a f f o r ds  t he m e qua l  op p or t u n i t y  

t o  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  d ec i s i on - ma k i n g  p r o ce s ses  a t  c o mmu ni t y  l e ve l .  

Th i s  f o rm  of  a  s t ru c t u re  i s  a  c o l l ec t i ve  o f  a  n um be r  o f  pe o p l e  wh o  

co me  t o ge t h e r  f o r  a  c om m o n  o b j e c t i ve  a nd  a r e  a b l e  to  d i re c t l y  a n d  

q u i t e  o f t e n  c om m un ic a t e  wi t h  o ne  a no t he r  o ve r  a  pa r t i c u la r  l e n gt h  

o f  t i m e  ( S wa ne p o e l  &  De  Be e r  2 0 0 6 : 89 ) .  The se  pe op l e  m u s t  be  f e w 

i n  su c h  a  wa y  t h a t  e a ch  o f  t he m  i s  a b l e  to  c o m m u nic a te  f ac e - to - f a ce  

w i t h  a l l  th e  o t he r  pa r t i c ip a n t s .  I n  s ma l l  g r o ups ,  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t  i s  f r ee  an d  i nc l u s i ve  o f  a l l  t he  pa r t i c ipa n t s .   

 

R ob e r t s  ( 1 97 9 :1 0 8 )  b r i n gs  i n  a n  e l em e n t  o f  l i k i n g  a m o ng  t h e  g r o u p  

me m be r s .  He  a r gue s  t ha t  w he n  t h e  m em be r s  f re q ue n t l y  i n te ra c t  

am on g  t h em se l ve s ,  a n  e le me n t  o f  l ik i n g  g r o w s  up  am on g  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s .  Th i s  l ea ds  t o  f u r th e r  i n te ra c t i on s  i n  t h e  gr o up .  Th i s  

me a ns  t ha t  i n  th e  g r ou ps  w he re  t he  e n v i ro nm en t  i s  f r i e nd l y ,  

i n te ra c t i o n  b ec om es  h i g h ,  an d  t he  l e v e l  o f  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  g r o w s  

f u r t he r .  I n  o th e r  wo r ds ,  w h en  t h e  en v i r onm e n t  i s  c on duc i ve ,  pe op le  

t h e r e f o re  pa r t i c i pa t e ,  t o  pa r t i c i pa te .  

 

Th i s  f o rm  of  c o m m u ni t y  g r o up  e nh a n ce s  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a n d  

em po we rm en t  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  c om mu ni t y  de ve lo pme nt .  I n  

Ta n zan ia  f o r  ex am pl e ,  Fa r me r  F i e l d  Sc ho o l  ( F F S )  E x t e n s i on  

A p p ro ac h  w hi c h  w as  a l so  k no wn a s  “ sc ho o l  w i th o u t  wa l l s ”  

en ha nce d  pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  f a rm e rs  i n  t he  de c i s i o n -ma k i n g  p r oc es s .  

I t  a l so  s t im ul a t e d  l oc a l  in no va t i on  f o r  s us ta i na b le  a g r ic u l tu r e  in  t he  

r u r a l  v i l l a ges .  I t  wa s  th ro u g h  t h i s  app r oa ch  t h a t  e x te n s i o n  wo r ke r s  

he lp e d  f a r m i n g  c o m m u ni t i e s  t o  f o r m S m a l l  F a r me r  G r ou ps  ( S F G s)  

w h i ch  we r e  f ou nd  t o  be  t he  m ea ns  o f  b r i n g i n g  em po we r m en t  an d  

i m p r o ve me n t s  i n  t he  l i ve s  o f  i t s  me m b er s  (W am bu ra ,  Ru t a t o ra ,  

O yga r d ,  S he t t o  & I s hu mi  2 00 7 :4 4 ) .   

 

L i ke  S wane po e l  ( 19 9 2 :1 2 ) ,  Wa m b u ra  e t  a l .  ( 2 0 07 : 45 )  p re se n t  S F G 

as  a n  o r ga n i sa t io n  i n  wh ic h  i nd i v i d ua l s  pa r t i c i pa te  h o r i zo n ta l l y  o n  

eq ua l  ba s i s .  T he  o r ga n i sa t i on  i s  c ha ra c t e r i s e d  b y  th e  f o l l o wi n g  
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e l e me n t s :  ( i )  i n d i v i d u a l  f a rm e rs  c o m e  t o ge t h e r  f o r  com m on  in te re s t ,  

( i i )  me mb e r s  mo b i l i se  t he i r  o w n  r e so u rce s  f o r  c om m on  goa l  an d 

m u t ua l  be ne f i t s ,  ( i i i )  me m be r s  c o l l e c t i ve l y  s h a re  r e sp o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  

an d  ( i v )  m e m be rs  ma ke  j o i n t  d ec i s i on s  i n  t he  m a n ag e m en t  an d 

co n t r o l  o f  t he  a c t iv i t i e s  o f  t he  o r gan i sa t i o n .  Th i s  o r ga n i sa t io n  i s  

ma de  u p  o f  8  to  15  i n d i v i d ua l  m e mbe rs  ( Wa m b u ra  e t  a l .  2 00 7 : 1 7 ) .  

Th e  s am e  f o rm  of  c om mu ni t y  g r o up  i s  r e f e r re d  to  a n d  de f i ned  a s  

co l l ec t i v e ,  co n no t i n g :  

an  a s so c i a t io n  o f  in d i v i du a l s  w ho  p osse s s  a  s e n se  o f  i de n t i t y  

w i t h  t he  a s s oc i a t i on ,  so  t h a t  the  c o l l ec t i ve  i n te re s t  r e gi s t e r s  

em ot i o na l l y  i n  t he  c on sc io us ne s s  o f  i t s  m em be r s  a s  pa r t  o f  

t h e i r  ‘ i n d i v i d ua l ’  i n t e r e s t ,  t ha t  i s ,  r e a l i s a t i on  o f  t he  co l l ec t i ve  

o b j ec t i ve  g i ve s  d i r e c t  f u l f i l me n t  t o  t he  in d i v id u a l  m em be r s  

( Ra h m an  1 99 3 : 2 1 ) .   

 

A n  e xa m pl e  o f  su ch  a  c om m un i t y  g r o up  i s  f une ra l  as soc ia t i on s ,  

w h i ch  a re  m or e  c o mm on  i n  ru r a l  co m m uni t i e s  ( De rc on  2 0 0 6 : 1 ) .  

F u ne ra l  a s so c i a t i o n s  a re  we l l  o r ga n i se d  wi t h  c l ea r  r u l e s .  Th e se  

o r g an i sa t i on s  a re  a l so  p ro pe r l y  ma na ged  b y  t he  me m b er s  wh o  

pa r t i c ip a t e  f u l l y  i n  dec i s io n -ma k i n g  p r o ce s ses .  T he  a u t ho r  a r gue s  

t h a t  f u n e r a l  a ss o c i a t i o ns  m i gh t  p la y  a  r o le  i n  co mmu ni t y  

de ve l op me nt .  T he  a u th o r  g i ve s  a n  e xa m p le  f ro m  t he  s t u d y 

co nd uc t ed  i n  E t h i op i a  a n d  Ta n za n i a .  Th e  s t u d y  f o u nd  t ha t  f u n e r a l  

a s so c i a t io ns  wer e  s u i t a b le  co m m u ni t y  g r o u ps  t ha t  m ig h t  e n ha n ce  

de ve l op me nt  in  r u r a l  v i l l a ges .  The se  g r o u ps  we re  n o t  g oo d  o n l y  i n  

f u n e ra l  ac t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  we r e  a l so  ca pa b l e  o f  t ak in g  c a re  o f  o t he r  

de ve l op me nt  p ro g r am m e s  suc h  a s  o f f e r i n g  loa ns  t o  i t s  m em be r s .  

C om m u n i t y  g r o u ps  s uch  a s  f u ne ra l  o r ga n i sa t io ns  m a y  h a ve  a  r o l e  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de ve lo p me nt  pa r t i c u l a r l y  in  ru ra l  v i l l a g es  i f  t he y  a re  

p r o pe r l y  i n s t i t u t i on a l i s e d .  

 

N esa m v u ni ,  Da ga da ,  Ra id i m i  a nd  M uda u  ( 2 0 07 : 1 8 5 )  a g re e  th a t  

t h ese  o r ga n i sa t io n s  m i gh t  p l a y  a  r o le  i n  o t he r  a s pe c t s  o f  

de ve l op me nt .  The y  n o te  th a t  th i s  f o r m  of  o r ga n i sa t i on  mi gh t  be  

u se d  b y  de ve l o pm e nt  a ge nc i e s  a s  a  c ha n n e l  t h ro u gh  w hi c h  

co mm u ni t i e s  mi gh t  be  mo bi l i se d  f o r  ch a n ge  in  t h e i r  so c i e t i e s .  I t  
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s ho u l d  be  n o t e d  t ha t  the se  g r ou ps  a re  n o t  s t r i c t l y  s pe ak i n g  t he  s a me  

a s  t ho se  i de n t i f i ed  b y  S wa nep oe l  a nd  De  Be e r  ( 20 0 6 :8 9 ) .  Th e se  

g r o u ps  a re  u sua l l y  m uc h  l a r ge r  a n d  the i r  f oc us  i s  n o t  p r i m ar i l y  

de ve l op me nt ,  b u t  s oc ia l  d i s a s te r  a nd  e m er g en c y  r e l i e f .  H owe ve r ,  

s tu d y i n g  th e i r  p ra c t i ce s  a s  c o mm uni t y  g r o u p s  m a y  a l so  he l p  t o  

ge ne r a t e  t h e  r eq u i r ed  in f o r m a t i on  re ga r d in g  c om m un i t y  g r o u p s ’  

i n te rna l  e n v i ro n me n t  f o r  m ea n i n gf u l  pa r t i c i p a t i o n .   

 

F o r  t h ese  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  t o  be  e f f e c t i v e ,  t he y  nee d  t o  be  i n t e r n a l l y  

au to n om ou s  in  t ha t  t h e y  s ho u l d  t ak e  co m pl e te  r e sp o ns ib i l i t y  i n  

an a l ys i n g  a nd  p r io r i t i s i n g  t he i r  ne ed s ,  p l an n in g ,  m ob i l i s in g  t he  

a va i l a b l e  re so u r ce s ,  i mp l e me n t in g  t he  p la ns ,  a nd  e va l ua t i n g  t he  

de ve l op me nt  p r o gr es s  (Bu r ke y  1 9 93 : 20 9 ) .  G ra n  ( 19 83 : 1 69 - 17 0 )  

a g re es  wi t h  Bu r k e y ,  an d  f u r t he r  em ph a t i c a l l y  po i n t s  o u t  th a t  

“d e v e l o pm e n t  c an n o t  a n d  s ho u ld  no t  be  e x t e rna l l y  ma na ge d  bu t  

r a th e r  mo re  p r ope r l y ,  de ve l o p me nt  sh o u l d  be  bu t  l i gh t ly  g u i d e d . ”  

F r o m  de c i s io n -m ak in g  pe rs pe c t i v e ,  G ra n  f u r t h e r  no t es  t ha t  t he  

ex te r na l  de ve l o p me n t  wo r ke r s  ne e d  n o t  l ea d  the  g r o u p s  i n  dec i s i on -

ma k i n g  p r oc es se s ,  b u t  r a t he r  l i gh t l y  h e l p  a n d  g u i de  t he m  t o  de c i de  

u p o n  an d  m a na ge  t he  p r oc es se s  t he mse l ves .  The  g r o u ps  s ho u l d  be  

a l l o wed  an  am o un t  o f  a u t o n om y t o  m an a ge  t he i r  de ve lop m e nt  f rom  

w i t h i n  t hem se l ve s  r a th e r  t ha n  t o  be  m a na ge d  b y  ex te r na l  f o rc e s  o f  

ch a n ge .  Th e y  s h o u l d  t he re f o r e  o n l y  be  he l pe d  t o  he lp  t he mse l ves .  

S u c h  he l p  sh ou l d  th e r e f o re  b e  p r o v i de d  a t  a  mi n i ma l  r a t e  s o  a s  t o  

a l l o w t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  t o  gr a du a l l y  ga i n  co n t r o l  o f  t he  p roc e s se s .  

 

Th ou gh  un due  e x t e r n a l  i n f l ue nc e  i s  d i s c ou r a ge d ,  c om mu n i t y  g r o u ps  

a r e  no t  i s o l a t e d  f r om  t he  i n f l ue nc e  t ha t  m a y  be  exe r t e d  by  t he  l oc a l  

en v i r o nm e n t  wi t h in  w hi c h  th e y  e x i s t ,  i n  th a t  t he y  do  no t  e x i s t  i n  a  

va c u u m  ( S wa nep oe l  19 92 :3 0 ) .  The  r o le  o f  t r a d i t i on a l  l ea de r s ,  t he  

r o l e  o f  wo me n  i n  the  s oc i e t y  a n d  obse r va nc e  o f  c u l t u r a l  n o rm s  a n d  

va lu es  ha ve  b ee n  pe rce i ve d  b y  Sw an e po e l  an d  Da v i d s  in  t he  

p re v i o us  s ec t i on s  o f  t h i s  r e v i ew a s  s t u m b l i n g  b l oc ks  o f  

de ve l op me nt  i n  c om m u ni t i e s  w i th i n  wh ic h  t he  g r o up s  ex i s t .  T h i s  
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ma y t he re f o re  me an  tha t  c om mu ni ty  g r o u p s  a re  a l so  e xp ose d  t o  

s oc ia l  a nd  c u l tu r a l  e n v i r o nm en t s  t h a t  ma y  ne ga t i ve ly  i mp ac t  o n  

t h e i r  pe r f o r ma nc e  i n  re s pe c t  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  th e i r  m e m be rs  

i n  t he  g ro u p s ’  ac t iv i t i e s .  

 

Th e  s i ze  o f  th e  c om mu n i t y  g r o u p s  bec o m es  a  su b j e c t  o f  d eb a t e .  In  

ad d i t i o n  t o  h i s  d e f i n i t i on  o f  i n t e re s t  g r o u p ,  Bu r k e y  ( 1 9 9 3 : 14 0 )  

r e co m m en d s  t ha t  f o r  t he  g r ou p  t o  be  e f f ec t i ve ,  th e  m em ber sh ip  

n um be r s  sh o u l d  ra nge  f r om  f i f t e en  t o  tw e n t y  p a r t i c i pa n t s  pe r  g r o u p .  

O n  t he  o t he r  h a nd ,  G ra n  ( 19 8 3 : 1 6 2 )  a r gue s  t ha t  a  sm a l l  g r o up  o f  

e i gh t  to  f i f t e en  ho use h o l d s  c a n  be  e f f e c t i ve  i n  ga in i n g  a cc e s s  t o  an d  

co n t r o l  o ve r  r e s ou r ce s  req u i red  f o r  be t t e r  l i f e .  S wan ep o e l  an d  De  

be e r  (2 00 6 : 8 8 )  a l s o  r ec om me nd  t h a t  t he  m i n im u m  n um ber  o f  

me m be r s  pe r  g r o u p  ca n  b e  a s  f e w  a s  t en  i n  tha t  t he  m em be r s  s ho u l d  

be  f e w  e no u g h  t o  a l lo w  a  f a ce - t o - f a ce  c om m u n ic a t i o n  e nv i r o nm en t .  

Th ou gh  t he y  a re  n o t  spe c i f i c  on  g r o u p  s i ze s ,  Go odm a n  a n d  Ma rx  

( 1 9 7 8 : 20 7)  ne ve r the l e s s ,  a g re e  t ha t  g r o up  s i ze  m a y  ha ve  a  be a r in g  

o n  t h e  q ua l i t y  a n d  f re q ue nc y  o f  i n t e ra c t i on s  am on g  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  

i n  t he  g ro up .  T h i s  m ea ns  t ha t  i n  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  t he  pa r t i c i p an t s  m a y  

ha ve  m uc h  o p po r t u n i t y  t o  i n f o r ma l l y  i n te ra c t  am on g  t he mse l ves  an d  

ac q u i re  a  s en se  o f  b e l o n gi n g  wh i c h  ma ke s  t he  g ro up  c o h es i ve .   

 

L i ke  i n  c om m u ni t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o up in gs ,  i n  pa r t i c i pa to ry  r e sea rc h  

s e s s i on s ,  f oc us  g ro u p  s i ze  i s  a l so  i m p o r t a n t .  G r ee f f  ( 2 0 0 5 : 30 5 )  

a r gue s  t h a t  f o r  a  f o c us  g r o up  t o  a l l o w  e f f e c t i ve  i nd i v id u a l  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  re sea rc h  p r oce s se s ,  t he  num be r  o f  pa r t i c ip a n t s  

s ho u l d  be  be t we en  s i x  a n d  t e n  w hi ch  i s  n o t  f a r  f r om  T he ro n ’s  

( 2 0 0 5a : 17 5)  re co m m e nd a t io n  o f  f o ur  t o  e i gh t  pa r t i c ipa n t s  pe r  f oc us  

g r o u p .  The  mo s t  i mp o r t an t  a s pec t  i n  th i s  c a se  i s  th e  b a l an ce  

be twe e n  t h e  num ber  o f  pa r t i c ipa n t s  i n  t he  g r o up  a nd  th e  am o unt  o f  

d i s c us s i o ns  i n vo l ve d ,  f o r  wh e n  t he  s i ze  o f  t he  g r o u p  i n c re a ses ,  

co mm u ni c a t io n  a nd  i n t e ra c t i on  am on g  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  be co me  

f o r ma l  a n d  c om pl ex  ( G oo d ma n  a nd  Ma r x  1 9 7 8 : 20 6) .  Th i s  m ea ns  

t h a t  d ue  t o  t h e  fo r ma l i t y  an d  t he  c o m pl e x i t y  o f  th e  p r o ce s se s ,  
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pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i ro nm e n t  i n  l a r ge  g r o u ps  m a y  n o t  be  c o n d uc i ve  t o  

f re e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n .   

 

I t  i s  th e r e f o re  re a l i s e d  f r om  t he  a bo ve  d i s c u s s io ns  t ha t  t he  s i ze s  o f  

t h e  g r ou ps  m a y  d ra s t i c a l l y  va r y  d ue  t o  t he  p u rpo se s  f o r  w h i ch  t he y  

ha ve  be e n  e s t a b l i she d .  H o we ve r ,  th e  s i ze  o f  t he  g r ou p  sh o u ld  be  i n  

s uc h  a  wa y  t ha t  e ac h  pa r t i c i p an t  i s  a b le  t o  d i re c t l y  pa r t i c ipa t e  in  

d i s c us s i o ns  a nd  d ec i s i o n - ma k i n g  p roc e s se s .  I n  a  re la t i ve l y  s ma l l  

g r o u p  e ac h  pa r t i c i pan t  m a y  ha ve  a n  o pp or tu n i t y  t o  d i re c t l y  

co n t r i b u te  t o  de l i be r a t i o n s .  As  a  re su l t ,  pa r t i c i pa n t s  ma y  ac qu i re  

s om e  l e ve l  o f  s e l f -c o nf i de nc e  an d  ac t ua l i sa t io n .  Ho we ve r ,  t he  g r ou p  

s ho u l d  n o t  b e  t o o  s m a l l  o r  t o o  l a r ge .  I f  i t  i s  to o  sma l l  i t  m a y  

be c o me  i ne f f e c t i ve ,  a nd  i f  i t  i s  t o o  l a r ge  i t  ma y  b ec o m e  le s s  

pa r t i c ip a t o r y  a n d  i n  a  wa y  ex c l us i ve .  Th e  s i ze  o f  the  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps  th e r e f o re  h as  a  b ea r i n g  on  t he i r  p e r f o rm a nce s .  I t  m a y  a l so  

de te r m in e  t h e  na t u re  o f  th e  g r o u ps ’  i n t e r na l  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t  bec a u se  in  l a r ge  g r ou p s  t h e  in t e rac t io n  be t we e n 

i n d i v i d ua l  me mb e r s  i s  l e s s  f r eq uen t  t han  i n  sm a l le r  o ne s .  

 

 

2 . 6 . 2  C om m u n i t y  o r gan i sa t i o na l  l in ka ge  s t r uc t u r e  i n  

co mm u ni t y  d e ve l o pm e n t  

 

U n l ike  in t e re s t  g r o up s ,  o r ga n i sa t i ona l  l in k a ge  s t ru c t u re s  a re  

co ns t i t u te d  b y  r e p re sen t a t i ve s  f r om  a  n um be r  o f  i n d i v id u a l  

co mm u ni t y  i n te re s t  g r ou p s .  An  e x am pl e  o f  s uc h  s t r uc t u re ,  Sm a l l  

F a r me r  G r ou p  A ssoc i a t i o n  ( S F GA) ,  w a s  f o un d  i n  Ta nzan ia .  S F G A 

w as  f o r me d  b y  S m a l l  Fa rm e r  G ro u p s  (S F G s ) .  I t s  m e m be r s h i p  va r i ed  

f ro m  5  t o  1 0  S F Gs .  Un l i ke  S F G s ,  SFG A  c o ns i s t e d  o f  pa r t i c ipa n t s  

r e p re se n t i n g  t h e i r  r e s pe c t i v e  S F Gs  ( Wa m bu ra  e t  a l .  200 7 :4 7 ) .   

 

C om m u n i t y  m em be r s  ma y  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  c om mu ni t y  d e ve lo p me n t  

t h ro u g h  commun i ty  o rgan i sa t io na l  l i nkage  s t ruc tu re s  ( D u ve l  

1 9 9 9 : 3 )  w hi c h  s e r ve  a s  a  c o mm un i ca t io n  l i nk  be t we en  de ve lo pme n t  
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a ge n c i e s  a nd  r u ra l  co m m uni t i e s .  Nov a f r i c a  (2 00 5 : 7 2 )  a g r ee s  th a t  

t h i s  f o r m  of  a n  u m b r e l l a  s t r uc tu re  en su re s  b ro ad e r  an d  i nc l us i ve  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  e ve r y  de ve l op me nt  f o rm a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o m mu n i t y .  

Th i s  s t ru c t u re  b r in gs  l oc a l  c om mu ni t y  g r o u p s  u nde r  o ne  c omm un i t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  ne t w o r k  a n d  l in ks  t hem  wi t h  o t he r  de ve lo pme nt  ro le  

p l a ye rs .  F or  e xam pl e ,  f r om  t he  s t ud y  c o nd uc t e d  i n  M ba he la  v i l l a ge  

i n  V h em be  d i s t r i c t  o f  L i m p o po  P r o v i n ce ,  No v a f r i c a  (2 0 05 : 7 3 )  f ou nd  

t h a t  a n  u m b re l l a  o r g an i sa t i on  f o rm ed  b y  t he  l oca l  g ro u ps ,  c o u l d  

he lp  the se  g ro u p s  i n  co n ta c t i n g  a n d  a cc e s s i n g  t he  l oca l  t r a d i t i o n a l  

l e a de r ,  wa rd  c o u nc i l l o r ,  f a rm i n g  i n pu t  s up p l i e r s  an d  m ec ha n i sa t io n  

s e r v ic e  p r o vi de rs .  F r o m  t he  e x pe r i enc e  l ea rn e d  i n  Ra n ge l  D is t r i c t  

o f  Ve ne zue la ,  wh e re  t h e  Ra n ge l  D i s t r i c t  P o pu la r  O r ga n i sa t io n a l  

M o ve me nt  ( RD P OM )  h e l pe d  c o mm un i t y  g r o u p  l ea de r s  ac ro s s  t he  

d i s t r i c t  to  m ee t  a n d  s ha r e  t a s ks  f o r  t h e i r  c o mm on in te re s t s ,  

H e r nan de z  ( 19 98 :2 7 5 )  a g r ee s  t ha t  su ch  um b re l l a  o r ga n i sa t i o n s  he l p  

i n  t he  c o o r d i na t i o n  o f  g r ou ps  tow a r ds  a c h ie v i n g  co mm u ni t y  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .  Th i s  m e an s  t ha t  c o mm un i t y  o r ga n i sa t io na l  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re s  en ha n ce  b r oa de r  co mm un i t y  p a r t i c i pa t i on .   

 

F r o m  th e  a b o ve  d i s c u s s io n  i t  em e r ge s  t h a t  t h i s  k i n d  o f  a  s t ru c t u re  

ha s  t o  be  a s  c l o se  t o  t he  g ra s s r o o t s  a s  p os s i b le ,  bec a u se  i f  t he  

s t r uc t u re  i s  p e rc e ive d  t o  be  f a r  f r o m  t he  peo p l e  o n  t he  g r o u n d ,  i t  

l o se s  c om m i t me n t  an d  o w ne r sh i p .  Pe o p l e  be com e  co mm i t t ed  to  an d  

o w n wha t  t he y  pe r ce i v e  a s  t he i r s .   

 

 

2 . 6 . 3  Le a de r sh ip  i n  c omm un i t y  g r ou ps  

 

I n  sm a l l  g r o up s ,  i n te ra c t i o n  a m o n g t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i s ,  i n  m os t  

ca se s ,  i n f o r ma l  a nd  l ea de rs h i p  un de r  s uc h  c i rc um s ta nc es  a l wa ys  

be c o me s  l o o se l y  ex e rc i se d  (G oo d ma n  a nd  Ma rx  19 78 : 2 06 ) ,  a n d  

w he n  t he  s i ze  o f  th e  g r ou p  i nc r ea ses ,  c om mu ni ca t i on  a n d  

i n te ra c t i o n  a m o n g  t he  pa r t i c ipa n t s  be co me  f o r ma l  a nd  c o mp le x .  A s  

a  re su l t ,  t h e  c ha nc es  o f  c ha o s  i nc re a se  a n d  t he  ne ed  f o r  s t r o n g  a n d  
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f o r ma l  l e a de r sh ip  be c o me s  i m p o r t an t .  Th i s  c om ple x i ty  i n  t he  

g r o u p ’s  in te r na l  e n v i r on me nt  ne c es s i t a t e s  an  e xe r c i s e  o f  a  f o rm a l  

an d  s t r on g  l e ade r s h i p ,  wh ic h  e ve n t ua l l y  m us t  d o m i na te  t he  

i n te ra c t i o n  p roc e s se s .   

 

Kr a me r  ( 2 00 6 : 14 3)  a g r ee s  t ha t  t he  am ou nt  o f  in t e rac t io n s  am on g  

t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s ,  g r o u p  s i ze ,  a nd  t he  me m b e r s ’  ge nde r  a n d  a ge  m a y  

ne ga t i ve l y  i m pa c t  o n  t h e  l e a de r s h i p  e me r ge nc e  a nd  su s t a i na b i l i t y  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g r ou ps .  Kr a m e r  a r gue s ,  f o r  ex am pl e ,  t ha t  d ue  t o  

d i f f e re nce  b e t wee n  m en  a n d  w om e n ,  th e  f o rm e r  ha ve  a  t e n de nc y  t o  

t a ke  l e a d e r sh ip  m o r e  o f t e n  th a n  t he  l a t t e r .  Th i s  me an s  t ha t  t he  

s oc ia l  s t e re o t y pes  a n d  c u l t u r a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  in f l u en ce  l ea de r sh i p  

pe r f o r ma nc e  in  c om mu n i t y  g r o u p s  m o r e  t h an  o ne ’ s  ca pa b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  

w o m en  f a l l  v i c t i m s  o f  suc h  c i rc um s t a nc es .  

 

A ke red o l u  (2 00 8 : 28  &  3 2 )  a g ree s  t ha t  c u l t u ra l  n o rm s  a n d  va l ue s  

ma y  pe rpe t ua t e  t he  m a r g i na l i s a t io n  o f  wo m en  f r o m  re a l i s in g  t he i r  

p o t e n t i a l  i n  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  l ea de rs h i p  a n d  so c i a l  de ve l o pm e nt .  F ro m 

A ke red o l u ’ s  o b se r va t i o n ,  f o r  ex a m pl e ,  Ma l i ’ s  I s l a m ic  

i n s t i t u t i ona l i s e d  purdah  cus t o m ,  i m p ed es  th e  pe r f o r m anc e  o f  

w o m en  i n  de ve lo pme nt  l e a de r sh i p  o r  v i ce  ve rsa ,  b y  i t s  l i mi t a t io ns  

o n  the  v i s i b i l i t y  an d  m o bi l i t y  o f  w ome n  o u t s i de  t he i r  h om e s ,  a s  

w e l l  a s  th r ou gh  t he  s t r i c t  o bse r va nc e  o f  wo me n ’s  s ub m i s s i ve  

be ha v io ur .  Th i s  re n de rs  w om e n  su b or d i na te  t o  m e n .  Men  be co me  

m o re  a d va n t a ge d  f o r  l e ad e r sh i p  p o s i t io n s  i n  s oc ia l  de ve lo pme n t  

f o r ma t i o ns  t han  w o me n .  

 

Le a de r sh ip  p r ob le m s  m a y  a l so  e ma na te  f r o m  c ase s  whe r e  s t r on g 

i n d i v i d ua l s  t a ke  l e ad e rs h i p  p os i t i o ns  a n d  l a t e r  r e n d e r  t he  g r o up  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n vi r o n me n t  unf a v ou ra b l e  f o r  f re e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

( B u r ke y  19 93 : 16 0 ) ,  a nd  due  t o  l ac k  o f  ex pe r ie nc e  o r  c u l t u r a l  

i n h ib i t i o ns ,  g r o up s  m a y  be  u n ab le  t o  r e mo ve  su c h  l ea de r s .  T he  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i ro n me nt  m a y  b e  re n de red  u nf a vo u r ab l e  du e  t o  

p o o r  l ea de r sh i p  s ty l e s  s uc h  a s  ‘c l o se d  l ea de r sh i p ’  w he re  l ea de rs  
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t a ke  de c i s io ns  wi t h o u t  t he  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  a nd  k n o wl ed g e  o f  o t he r  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  i n  t he  g r o u p  ( S wan e po e l  & De  Bee r  2 00 6 :8 7 ) .  F ro m  t he  

o bse r va t i on  o f  t he  Ve ne zu e l an  po l i t i c a l  c u l tu r e  c a l l e d  t he  

“c a u d i l l o”  (p o pu l i s t  c h i e f )  i ma ge ,  A k e re do l u  ( 20 08 :28  &  32 )  

s u gg es t s  t ha t  th i s  m a y  be  ca use d  b y  t he  t e nde nc y  o f  s ome  se l f -

ce n t re d  pa r t i c i p an t s  w ho  a s sum e  l ea de r sh i p  no t  k no win g  h o w  t o  

de le ga te  p o we r  o r  s ha r e  f u nc t i on s .  Ho we ve r ,  i n  the  s i tu a t i o n  w he re  

t h e  c o n t ra r y  e x i s t s ,  t he  pa r t i c ipa t ion  en v i r o nm en t  m a y  b e co me  

f a vou r ab l e  a n d  f r ee  f o r  p a r t i c i pa t i o n ,  wh i c h  m a y  l e a d  t o  v i b ra n t  

g r o u p  a nd  se l f - re l i a nc e  am o n g  t he  pa r t i c ip a n t s .  Th i s  me a ns  th a t  

co mm u ni t y  g r o ups ’  l e ad e rs h ip  ma y  ha ve  a n  i m pa c t  o n  

co mm u ni c a t io n  am on g  p a r t i c i p an t s  a n d  t he  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

en v i r o nm e n t  i n  t he  g r o u p s .  Th e  en v i r o nm e n t  ma y  th e re f o re  e i t he r  

be  n e ga t i ve l y  o r  p os i t i ve  a f f e c t e d  d ep en d i n g  o n  t he  l e ade rs h i p  s t y le  

p ra c t i ce s  i n  t he  g r ou p s .   

 

A pa r t  f r o m  c on duc i v e  g r ou p s ’  i n t e r na l  p a r t i c i pa t i on  env i r o nm en t ,  

O ue l l e t t e ,  La ze a r  a n d  C ha mb e rs  (1 9 9 9 : 18 2 )  on  t he  o the r  h a nd  no te s  

t h a t  t a sk s  o f  th e  g r o up  a r e  a l so  im por ta n t  f o r  th e  pe r f o r m anc e  a n d  

t h e  co h e r e nc e  o f  the  g r o up ,  f o r  whe n  t h e  g r ou p’ s  t a sk s  a r e  s ee n  b y  

t h e  pa r t i c ip a n t s  a s  re l e van t  t o  t he i r  p e r so n a l  sa t i s f a c t i on ,  t he i r  

de gr e e  o f  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  a nd  a  f ee l i n g  o f  m ak i n g  a  c o n t r i bu t io n  

i n c r ea se .  G ro u p s ’  t a s ks  t he re f o re  m ot i va t e  pe o p l e  t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  

ac h i e v i n g  j o i n t  o b j ec t i ve s  a n d  t o  re l a te  to  t he i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

 

 

2 . 7  S O U TH  A FR ICA N  R ESE ARCH  O N  P E OP LE  

P A R TI CI P A T IO N  

 

S o m e  s t ud ie s  we re  c o nd u c t ed  i n  S o u t h  Af r i c a  o n  co m m u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  a n d  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa t i on ,  pa r t i c u la r l y  i n  p oor  a n d  ru r a l  

co mm u ni t i e s .  Fo r  ex a m pl e ,  t he re  i s  l i t e ra tu r e  on  th e  use  a n d  i m pa c t  

o f  PR A  i n  c o m mu ni t y  de ve l o pm e n t ,  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a n d  e m p o we r me nt  

o f  t he  ma r g i na l i s e d  ca t e go r ie s  o f  t he  soc ie t y  s uc h  a s  w o m e n  in  
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co mm u ni t y  de ve l o p me nt  pa r t i c u la r l y  i n  ru r a l  co mm u ni t i e s ,  a nd  t he  

r o l e  o f  so c i a l  g ro u p s  in  c om mu n i t y  de ve lo p me n t .   

 

P a r t i c i pa t o r y  R u ra l  Ap p ra i s a l  wa s  e xa mi ne d  b y  M ot t eu x  e t  a l .  

( 1 9 9 9 : 26 1)  in  Mp of u  Di s t r i c t  o f  t he  f o rm e r  C i sk e i  Ho m el an d  i n  

Ea s t e rn  Ca pe .  Th e  s tu d y  f o un d  t ha t  the  PR A wa s  w id e l y  r ec o gn i se d  

an d  a p p l i e d  a s  one  o f  the  e f f e c t iv e  p a r t i c i pa to r y  de ve lo pme n t  

me t ho ds  i n  de ve lo p me nt  o f  th e  r u r a l  co mm un i t i e s .  T he  So u t h  

A f r i ca n  ru ra l  p o ve r t y  i s  de p i c t e d  in  t h i s  s ec t i on  a s  ap pa l l in g .  The  

f o r me r  h o me l an d s  w e re  ma r gi na l i s e d  d u r i n g  a pa r t he i d  e r a  in  suc h  a  

w a y  th a t  t he  co mm un i t i e s  be ca me  m a te r i a l l y  an d  p s ych o l o g ic a l l y  

de p r i ve d .  The  s i t u a t io n  i n  suc h  a re as  re ma i ned  l a r ge l y  una d d res se d .  

Th e  a u t h or s  h i g h l i gh te d  a n  u r g en t  n ee d  f o r  th e  a p p l i ca t i on  o f  a  

r e sea rc h  m e t h o d o l o gy  t h a t  a vo i ds  f u r t he r  m a r g i na l i sa t i o n  o f  

i n d i v i d ua l s  a nd  c o m m un i t i e s .  To  ac h i e ve  th i s ,  Mot t eu x  e t  a l  

( 1 9 9 9 : 26 1)  a d vi se  t ha t  th i s  me th odo l o g y  n ee d  to  b e  s en s i t i ve l y  

ad a p te d  t o  lo ca l  c on d i t i o n s .  In  so  d o i n g  t he  m e th o d o l o gy  w i l l  i n s t i l  

an  e l em e n t  o f  ow ne rs h i p  a nd  ge ne ra te  t a n g i b l e  r e su l t s  i n  t he  

de ve l op me nt  o f  t he  S o u t h  Af r i ca n  r u ra l  c o mm u n i t i e s .  A s  t he  pe o p le  

pa r t i c ip a t e  t o wa r d s  ac h i e v i n g  me an i n gf u l  ou t co me s ,  t he y  m a y  a l so  

o w n  t hem .  

 

P R A  m e th o d  wa s  a l so  a pp l i e d  b y  V o s te r ,  R ens b u r g ,  S t e yn  an d  

Ma sh e l e  ( 20 05 :6 6  &  6 8)  in  th e  s t ud y  o f  t r ad i t i on a l  l ea fy  ve g e t ab le  

p r o j e c t  i n  B u sh bu c k r id g e  in  Mp um al a n ga  p r o v in ce .  T he  PR A 

te c hn i que s  we re  a pp l i ed  i n  da ta  c o l l e c t i o n .  Th e  s tu d y  f ou n d  th a t  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s ,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  w om e n  wer e  e xc i t e d  b y  t he  a p pr o ac h .  

Re sea rc he r s  ca m e  t o  t he m  n o t  a s  e xp e r t s ,  b u t  r a t he r  a s  peo p l e  w h o  

w an te d  to  l ea rn  f r o m  t he m  a b ou t  the i r  l oc a l  f oo d  c ro ps .  Loc a l  

pe op l e  b ec om e  p os i t i ve  t o  de ve l opm e n t  wo r ke rs  w ho  co me  to  t h em  

t o  l e a r n  r a t he r  th an  t o  t e l l  t hem  wha t  t o  d o .  W he n  c o mm u ni t y  

w o r ke r s  re s pe c t  the m  a s  ex p e r t s ,  the y  t he r e f o re  o pe n  u p .  The i r  

f i nd i n gs  a g r ee  w i t h  S wa ne p oe l  an d  D e  Be e r  (2 0 0 6 : 33 )  w h o  s t a t e  

t h a t  de v e l o pm e nt  w o r ke r s  sh o u l d  no t  be  e xpe r t s ,  b u t  r a t he r  c re a te  
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m o re  l e a r n i n g  o p po r t u n i t i e s  f o r  th e  p e o p le .  Tr e u rn i c h t  ( 2 00 0 : 6 7 )  

an d  Ch a m be rs  (1 983 : 2 02 )  a l so  p o i n t  ou t  t ha t  r u ra l  a n d  po o r  p e op le  

a r e  ex pe r t s  i n  s u rv i v i n g  in  t he i r  d i f f i cu l t  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o ns .  T h i s  

me a ns  t ha t  l oc a l  pe op l e  kn o w  mo r e  a b ou t  th e i r  co nd i t i o ns  t ha n  

o u t s i d e r s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o re  t he y  m u s t  be  r e s p ec te d  a n d  re co gn i se d  a s  

s uc h .   

 

B o t ha  &  Tre u r n ic h t  ( 1 9 99 :5 9 )  a r g ue  t ha t  P a r t i c i pa to r y  Le a r n i n g  an d 

A c t i o n  ( P LA )  po p u l a r l y  k no wn  a s  Pa r t i c i p a t o r y  R u ra l  Ap p ra i s a l  ha s  

ha d  l i t t l e  im pa c t  on  t h e  So u t h  Af r i c an  de ve lo pme nt  deb a t e  t h ou g h  i t  

ha d  s ub s t a n t i a l  i m pa c t  on  t h a t  o f  t he  Th i r d  Wo r l d .  H o we ve r ,  

C ha m be r s  ( 19 9 6 a : 6 )  d i s a g re es  t ha t  P R A  i s  c o m m o n  in  co u n t r i e s  

w i t h  m uch  d i ve r s i t y  s uc h  a s  S o u t h  A f r i c a  whe re  i t  i s  r e gu la r l y  

ap p l i e d  i n  t h e  p r o ce s ses  o f  i de n t i f y i n g  p o or e r  ho u se ho ld s  i n  

co mm u ni t i e s  b y  c o m m u ni t y  m em be rs  t hem se l ve s .  Th o u gh  C h am be r s  

d oe s  n o t  f o cu s  on  S o u t h  Af r i c an  s pe c i f i c s  in  pa r t i c u l a r ,  h i s  

a r gum en t  i s  i n f o r me d  b y  h i s  o bse r va t i on  on  S o u t h  Af r i c an  

co nd i t i on s  in  re l a t i on  t o  t he  c on d i t io ns  i n  o t he r  co un t r i e s  o f  t he  

w o r l d .  He  a l s o  a r gu es  t ha t  t he  m e t ho d  m a y  be  a  p o we r f u l  

i n s t r u me n t  f o r  p o l i c y  a s se s sme n t  a n d  r e f o r m  i n  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

p o ve r t y  a s se s sme n t  p r oc e s se s  o f  suc h  c o u n t r i e s .  PR A e nsu re s  

ma x i m u m  de vo l u t io n  o f  po we r  a n d  se l f - re l i an ce  to  p a r t i c i pa n t s .  I t  

a l so  e n su re s  o p t im a l  use  o f  lo ca l  r e s ou r ce s  b y  t he  p e op le  

t h em se l ve s .  I n  t ha t  wa y,  i t  i mp ac t s  o n  de ve lo pme n t  i n i t i a t i ve s  i n  

t h e  S ou t h  Af r i c a n  p o ve r t y - s t r i c ke n  ru r a l  c om m u n i t i e s .  

 

D a v i ds  ( 2 0 05 : 18 )  o bse r ve d  pe o p l e -c e n t r e d  d e ve l o pm e n t  i n  So u t h  

A f r i ca  f ro m  t he  pa s t  to  t he  p re se n t ,  w h ic h  i s  f r o m  t he  ap a r t he i d  

pe r i o d  t o  t he  Re c o ns t r uc t i on  a nd  De ve l o pm en t  P r o gr am me  (R D P)  

e r a .  W hen  com pa r i n g  t he  t wo  e ra s ,  D a v i d s  f ou n d  th a t  ap a r t he i d  

de ve l op me nt  a p pr o ac h  was  t op -d o wn ,  w i t ho u t  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t he  

pe op l e  in  de c i d i n g  ab ou t  t he i r  a sp i r a t io n s ,  an d  t ha t  th e  ap p roa c h 

w as  d i v i s i ve  an d  r e s u l t e d  i n  e x p l o i t a t io n ,  d i s e m p owe rm en t ,  r ac i a l  

t e ns i on s ,  pu b l i c  re s i s t a nce  a n d  pe rpe t u a t i o n  o f  p o ve r ty  i n  m an y  
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sec t i o n s  o f  t he  s oc ie t y .  O n  t he  o t he r  ha nd ,  R D P  was  b o r ne  o n  

pe op l e - ce n t red  de ve lo p me n t  p r i nc i p le s  o f  p u b l i c  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  

s oc ia l  l ea rn i n g ,  pe o p l e  e mp o wer m e nt  a n d  su s t a i na b i l i t y .  Th i s  me a ns  

t h a t  whe re  th e r e  i s  no  f re e  pa r t i c ipa t io n  e n v i r on m en t ,  n o  

de ve l op me nt  i n  i t s  t ru e  s e nse  c a n  t a k e  p l ac e .  B u t  w he n  t he  

en v i r o nm e n t  a l l o ws  f r ee  a n d  m ea n i n gf u l  pa r t i c i pa t io n ,  pe o p l e  e n j o y  

se l f -e s t ee m  a n d  a re  em po we re d  i n  t he i r  e f f o r t s  t o  t r a n s f o rm  t he i r  

co mm u ni t i e s .    

 

N esa m v u ni  e t  a l  (2 0 0 7 : 1 8 5 )  l e a r ne d  f rom  th e i r  s t ud y  c o n d uc te d  i n  

V he m be  d i s t r i c t  o f  L i mp o p o  P r o vi nc e  t ha t  l a c k  o f  e f f ec t i ve  

co mm u ni t y  g r ou p  fo r ma t i on s  a s  a  p l a t f o rm  f o r  pe o p l e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  

ma y  i m pe de  c o m mu ni t y  de ve l o p me n t  i n  r u ra l  soc i e t i e s .  T he y  a l so  

h i gh l i g h te d  t ha t  t he  p r o mi ne nc e  o f  co mm uni t y  bu r ia l  o r ga n i sa t io ns  

s ho w  po t e n t i a l  i n  en h an c i n g  pe op l e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  a n d  de ve lo p me n t  

i n  r u r a l  v i l l a g es .  F r o m  t he  s t ud y  c on du c t ed  in  Map u ta la ne  i n  

Kw a z u l u -Na ta l ,  Gu m b i  ( 20 02 : 1 28 )  a g ree s  a n d  s ug ge s t s  t h a t  

co mm u ni t i e s  sh ou l d  s h i f t  f r o m  co m m uni t y  p ro j e c t  f ocu s  t o  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t ruc t u re  a p p roa c h .  The  a p pr o ac h  i s  p re sen te d  t o  be  

a  be t t e r  d e ve l o pm en t  a ge n t  a t  t he  l oca l  l e ve l .  I n  o t he r  wo rd s ,  

o r g an i se d  a n d  i n s t i t u t io n a l i s e d  co m m u ni t y  g r o u p s  s uc h  a s  

co mm u ni t y  o r gan i sa t i ona l  l i nka ge  s t ru c t u re  ma y  p la y  a  me a n in g f u l  

r o l e  i n  co mm un i t y  d e v e l opm e n t  t h r ou gh  l i nk a ge s  and  n e t w o r k in g .   

 

A  s im i l a r  s t u d y  wa s  co nd uc t ed  b y  N ov af r i c a  ( 20 05 :7 3 )  i n  Mba he la  

v i l l a g e  i n  V he mbe  D is t r i c t  o f  L im pop o  P ro v i nc e .  The  s t ud y  f o un d  

t h a t  l oc a l  co m m u ni t y  g r o up s  f o rm e d  a n d  pa r t i c ipa t ed  i n  an  um br e l l a  

o r g an i sa t i on  whic h  he l pe d  the m  t o  h a ve  ac ce s s  t o  t he  l oc a l  

t r ad i t i o na l  l ea de r  a n d  t he  war d  co unc i l l o r  on  t h e  o ne  h a n d ,  a n d  

co n t ac t s  w i th  f a r m i n g  i n pu t  s up p l i e r s  an d  me ch an i sa t i o n  s e r v i ce  

p r o v id e r s  on  t he  o the r .  The se  a g re e  wi th  Du v e l ’ s  ( 19 9 9 :2 )  a r g ume nt  

t h a t  co m m u ni t y  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i n ka ge  s t ruc t u r e  m ay  s e r ve  a s  

de ve l op me nt  c oo r d i na t i n g  a g en t  a t  g ra s s ro o t s  l e ve l .   
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A  s t ud y  w a s  co n d uc te d  b y  S p i e r en b ur g ,  S t ee nka mp  a n d  W el s  

( 2 0 0 8 : 14 4- 15 6 )  o n  pa r t i c ipa t io n  o f  l oca l  c om m u n i t i e s  in  dec i s i o n -

ma k i n g  a n d  i n t e g ra t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s t ak eh o l d e r s  i n  ru ra l  deve lo pme n t  

p r o j e c t s .  Th e  s t u d y  w a s  c on du c t ed  i n  t he  G re a t  L i m p op o 

T r a n sf ro n t i e r  Co nse r va t i o n  Area  ( TFC A) ,  w h i c h  e nc o m pa sse s  va s t  

co nse r va t i o n  a re a s  o f  S ou t h  Af r i ca ,  Z im ba b we  a n d  Mo zam i q u e .  The  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  Ma ku le ke  c o mm un i t y  i n  t he  dec i s i o n s  an d  

i m pl e m e nta t io n  o f  t he  Pa f u r i  T r ia n gl e  w i th i n  TFC A wa s  n o te d  t o  be  

a  s ucc e s s f u l  e n de avo u r  i n  the  s e c t o r .  The  su cc es s  wa s  a t t r i b u t ed  t o  

t h e  c om m un i t y ’s  e n ga ge me n t  t h r o u gh  i t s  C omm una l  P r ope r t y  

A s soc i a t i o n  ( C PA) ,  wh i ch  pa r t i c ip a t e d  a s  an  eq u a l  pa r t ne r  

( M on a he n g  2 00 0 :1 2 9 )  i n  m ul t i - s t a ke h o l de r  p la t f o rm  t ha t  i nc l u de d  

t h e  Dep a r t m en t  o f  La nd  Af f a i r s ,  La n d  C l a i m s  Co mm i ss i o n ,  So u t h  

A f r i ca n  Na t io na l  Pa rk s  ( S A N Pa r k s ) ,  Pe ac e  Pa r ks  Fo u n da t i on  ( P P F ) ,  

G er ma n  d e ve l o pm e nt  a ge nc y  o r ga n i sa t i on  ca l l e d  Deutsc he  

Gese l l s cha f t  fü r  Zuzammenarbe i t  ( Gt Z) - T r a n sf o rm ,  a nd  F r i e nd s  o f  

Ma k u le ke  N G O.  T hr o u gh  La n d  C la i m s  C o m mi ss i on ,  th e  De pa r t me n t  

o f  La nd  Af f a i r s  p la ye d  t he  ro l e  o f  a  l a r ge r  c omm un i t y  t ha t  c re a t e d  

an  e n v i ro nme nt  co n duc i v e  t o  p a r t i c i pa t i on  o f  t he  p eo p le  a t  t he  

g r a s s ro o t s  l e ve l ,  a s  r ec om me nde d  b y  D e  B ee r  a n d  S w a n ep o e l  

( 2 0 0 0 : 93 )  th a t  s t a t e  sh ou l d  p r o v i de  su p p o r t  i n  t e rm s  o f  c rea t i n g  an  

en v i r o nm e n t  c on d uc i ve  t o  de c i s i ve  a n d  m ea n in gf u l  p a r t i c i pa t i on  o f  

t h e  pe o p le  o n  t he  g r a s s r o o t s  be f o re ha n d .  Th i s  m ea n s  t ha t  whe n  a n  

en v i r o nm e n t  t ha t  i s  c o n duc i ve  t o  f re e  a n d  e f f e c t i ve  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  

c r ea te d ,  pe o p l e  be co me  em po we re d  and  se l f - re l i a n t .   

 

Th e  s t ud y  f o u n d  th a t  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  s t a t e  p o l i c y ,  N G O s  an d  

p r i va te  s ec t o r  i n  Ma k u le ke  de ve l o pm e nt  i n i t i a t i ve  a t  lo ca l  l e ve l  

he lp e d  t o  red uc e  t e ns i on  be t we en  Ma ku l ek e  c om m u n i t y  an d  

S A N Pa r k s  a s  a r gue d  b y  Ro od t ’ s  ( 2 00 1 : 46 9 ) .  T he  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  

Ma k u le ke  c o mm uni t y  i n  th e  d ec i s i on - ma k i n g  a nd  m a na ge m en t  o f  

pa r t  o f  t h e  TF CA,  p r o v i de s  e vi den ce  f o r  o ne  to  a r gue  t ha t  whe n  

co mm u ni t i e s  a re  g ive n  f re e dom  t o  pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  an d  t o  ha ve  c on t r o l  

o ve r  t he  i mp le me nt a t i on  o f  t he i r  de ve l op m e nt  p r o j e c t ,  t he y  be co me  
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se l f -e s t ee me d  a n d  se l f - r e l i a n t .  A s  t he y  p a r t i c i pa te ,  t he y  be co me  

em po we re d  to  p a r t i c i pa te ,  a nd  ow n  t he  o u t com e s  t he re of .   

 

Th e  ro l e  o f  c om mu n i t i e s  i n  pa r t ne r sh ip  wi t h  NG Os  i n  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  i s  a l s o  i l lu s t ra te d  i n  t he  ca se  s t u d y  o f  Ma me l o d i ’ s  

“C om m un i t y  o f  E le p ha n t ”  p r o j e c t  ( De  B ee r  a nd  S wa n ep o e l  

( 1 9 9 8 : 26 ) .  The  p r o j e c t  was  i n i t i a t e d  b y  h om el e s s  p e op le  i n  

Ma m el o d i  s hac k  se t t l e me n t s ,  a n d  su p p or t e d  b y  t he  NG O  ca l l e d  

C hu rch  Ai d  i n  Ne ed  (C A N )  t o  p ro v i de  a de qua te  she l t e r  t o  t he  po o r  

co mm u ni t y  m em be rs ,  m os t  o f  w h om  we re  f e ma le - h ea de d  

h o u seh o l ds .  The  p r o j ec t  wa s  c h a r ac te r i s e d  b y  f re e  a nd  e f f ec t i ve  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  t h e  pe o p le  i n  d ec i s i o n - ma k i n g  p r oc es se s  a nd  t he  

ab so lu te  c o n t r o l  o ve r  t h e  i m p le me nt a t i o n  p ro ce s ses  o f  t he  p ro j e c t .  

Th i s  me an s  t ha t  w he n  t he  p eo p le  o n  t he  g ra s s r oo t s  i n i t i a t e  p r o j e c t s ,  

an d  o n  t h e  o t he r  han d ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i ke  N GO s  c re a t e  e nv i r o n me n t  

t h a t  i s  c on d uc i ve  to  f re e  a nd  e f f ec t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  pe o p l e  be c o me  

em po we re d  to  p a r t i c i pa te .  

 

I n  s tu d y i n g  pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  ru ra l  c o mm un i t y  d eve l o pm en t ,  

B o t c h wa y  ( 2 0 0 1 : 11 7 )  f o un d  t ha t  l oc a l  o r ga n i sa t i o n s  p l a ye d  a  

me a n in gf u l  r o le  in  co mm u ni t y  de ve lo p me nt ,  p a r t i c u la r l y  i n  r u r a l  

a r ea s .  The  pe op l e  i n  Ba th l a r os  and  Ku d u m ane  se t t l em e n ts  i n  

F r yb u r g  D i s t r i c t  o f  t he  N or t he r n  Ca pe  f o r  ex am pl e ,  pa r t i c i pa t e d  i n  

t h e  de ve l op me nt  o f  t he i r  s oc i e t i e s  t h r o u gh  a  l oc a l  o rga n i sa t i o n  

ca l l e d  ‘ k go t l a ’ .  Th i s  t ype  o f  co mm u ni t y  o r ga n i sa t i on  wa s  f o un d  t o  

be  p la yi n g  a  ve r y  i m po r t a n t  ro le  in  d e ve l o p i n g  co mmu ni t y  

i n f ra s t r uc t u re  suc h  a s  s c h o o l s ,  c rèc he s  an d  ho sp i t a l s  in  t he  t w o 

se t t l e me n t s .  Ac c o rd i n g  t o  B o t ch wa y,  ‘ k g o t l a ’  i s  u se d  in  Ba t h l a r os  

an d  Ku du ma ne  no t  o n l y  a s  a  de c i s i o n - m ak i n g  me ch a n i sm ,  b u t  a l so  

a s  a n  im po r ta n t  m ea n s  o f  i n f o r ma t i o n  d i s se m i na t i on  th rou gh o u t  t he  

co mm u ni t i e s .  He  a l s o  a d vi se s  th a t  c om m u n i t y  d e ve l o pm en t  wo rke r s  

s ho u l d  en s u re  t ha t  t h e y  re c o gn i se  t he  l oca l  o r ga n i sa t i on s  be c a use  

f a i l in g  t o  u se  t h em  a s  e n t r y  p o i n t s ,  n o  r ec o gn i t io n  m a y  be  re c e i ve d  

f ro m  t he  l oc a l  pe o p le .  The i r  e f f o r t s  m a y  t h e re f o r e  no t  be  
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l e g i t i m i se d  a s  pe o p l e ’ s  de ve l op me nt  i n  suc h  a re as .  Th i s  a g r ee s  wi t h  

T r e u r n i c h t ’ s  ( 2 00 0 : 67 )  a n d  C ham be rs ’  ( 1 98 3 :2 0 2 - 20 3)  a r g ume nt  

t h a t  t he  ru ra l  d we l le r s  a n d  t he  po or  a re  e x pe r t s  i n  m a na g i n g  t o  

s u r v i ve  in  d i f f i c u l t  c on d i t i o ns  in  w hic h  t he y  f in d  t h em se l ve s .  The  

l o ca l  peo p l e  h a ve  t he i r  o w n  wa y  o f  s u r vi va l  w i t h ou t  e x t e rn a l  

a s s i s t a nc e .  

 

Th e  So u t h  Af r i c an  a re a s  t ha t  h a ve  be en  sp ec i f i e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u re  

i n c l u de  Mp of u  Di s t r i c t  o f  t he  f o rm e r  C i s ke i  H om el an d  i n  Eas t e r n  

Ca pe ;  Ar th ur s t one  i n  B us h b uc k r i d ge  o f  Mp um al a n ga  p r o v i nc e ;  

M ba he l a  v i l l a ge  i n  V h em be  Dis t r i c t  o f  L i m p o po  P r o vi nc e ;  G re a t  

L i m po po  T ra ns f ro n t i e r  C on se r v a t io n  Ar ea  ( T FC A) ;  D u rba n 

F u nc t i o na l  R e g i o n  ( D F R )  a nd  Ma p u t a l a ne  i n  Kwa z u lu -Na t a l ;  

Ma m el o d i  in  P re t o r i a ;  a n d  Ba t h la ro s  a n d  Kud um a ne  i n  F r ybu r g  

D is t r i c t  o f  No r t he r n  Ca pe .  The  s t u d i e s  c on d uc t e d  i n  th e se  a r ea s  

w er e  b ase d  o n  r u ra l  c om mu n i t y  d e ve l op m en t  i n  p a r t i cu la r .  

P a r t i c i pa t o r y  R u ra l  A p p r a i s a l  wa s  a l so  a pp l i ed  i n  so m e  c ase s  a s  t he  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  ap p roa c h .   

 

 

2 . 8  P EO P LE P A R TI CI P A T I ON  IN I TI AT I V E S IN  S OUT H 

A F R IC A  

 

Th ou gh  t h i s  pa r t  o f  l i t e ra tu r e  m a y  ap p ea r  t o  be  m o re  o f  po l i c y  

ma k i n g  ma ch ine r y  t h an  rea l  pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i on ,  a  d ee pe r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c o ns u l t a t i ve  an d  m a n i p u la t i ve  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o r  

pe op l e  in v o l vem e nt  sh ou l d  b e  gen e ra t e d .  The  S ou t h  Af r i ca n  t op -

d o wn  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i s  r e vie we d .  Mo s t  o f  t he  l i t e ra tu re  re v ie w 

f oc use s  on  t he  i n i t i a t i ve s  b y  S o u th  A f r i ca n  g o ve rn m en t  a ge nc ie s  

i n vo l ve d  i n  s oc ia l  c om m un i t y  de ve l op m e nt  p r o gra m me s .  The  c i v i l  

s oc ie t y ’ s  ro l e  i n  t he  phe no m en o n  i s  a l so  l oo ke d  i n t o .  The  p u rp ose  

o f  t h i s  r e v ie w  i s  a l s o  to  l oo k  in t o  h ow  t h e  S o u t h  Af r i c a n  

go v e r n me n t  ma ke s  a n  e f f o r t  i n  t he  p ro mo t i o n  a n d  re i n f o r c em en t  o f  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n .  
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A  p a r t i c i p a t o r y  de ve l o pm e n t  ap p roa ch  ha s  b r oa d l y  b ee n  a pp l i e d  b y  

de ve l op me nt  a ge n t s  i n  S ou t h  Af r i ca n  go v e rn me nt  d epa r t me n t s ,  l oc a l  

go v e r n me n t  s t r u c t u re s ,  a nd  No n -G o v er n me nt a l  O rga n i sa t i o ns  

(N G Os )  t o  e f f e c t  c o m mu n i t y  de ve l op m e nt .  In  th e  en h an ce me nt  o f  

t h e  ap pr oa c h ,  so m e  l e g i s l a t i ve  re gu l a t i on s  ha ve  be en  p r o m ul g a t e d  

t o  p ro v i d e  f o r  t he  f os te r i n g  o f  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  pu b l i c  

de ve l op me nt  p ro g r am m e s .  Fo r  e xa mp l e ,  t he  S o u t h  Af r i ca n  Lo c a l  

M un i c i pa l  Co unc i l s  a r e  re gu l a t e d  by  a  l e g i s l a t i ve  f r am e wo r k  t o  

f o s t e r  suc h  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  p la nn i n g,  m on i t o r i n g ,  an d  e va lu a t io n  o f  

pe r f o r ma nc es  o f  t ho se  s t r uc tu re s .  C hap te r  f ou r  o f  t he  Loc a l  

G o ve r nm e n t  M uni c i pa l  S ys t em s  Ac t  32  o f  2 00 0  p r o v i de s  f o r  

de ve l op me nt  o f  c u l t u r e  o f  c o mm u n i t y  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  t he  m un ic ip a l  

I n t eg ra t ed  Deve l opmen t  P lan  ( IDP)  s ys te m s  whi c h  en c o m pa ss  

p l an n in g,  m on i t o r i n g  a nd  e va l u a t i o n  o f  t he  mu nic i pa l  de ve lo p me n t  

p l an s  ( So u t h  Af r i c a  20 00 : 30 ) .  In  s t ud y i n g  de ve l o p me n t a l  l oc a l  

go v e r n an ce ,  Da v i ds  a n d  Map h un y e  ( 2 0 0 5 : 61 )  a g r ee  th a t  So u t h  

A f r i ca n  l e gi s l a t i o n  o n  l oc a l  go ve r nan ce  c om pe l s  l oc a l  

m u n ic i pa l i t i e s  t o  e n su re  p ub l i c  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  de ve lo pme nt  o f  

t h e i r  I n t e g ra te d  De ve l o pm en t  P l an s .  T h i s  m ea n s  th a t  th e  s t a t e  ha s  

t o  c re a te  an  en v i r on m en t  t ha t  i s  co n duc i ve  t o  f re e  a nd  me a n in g f u l  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a t  t he  g ra s s - r oo t  l e ve l .   

 

Wh i t e  Pape r  o n  t ra n s f o r ma t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i ce  de l i ve r y  (Ba tho  

Pe l e )  wa s  a l so  p r om ul ga t ed  to  re g u l a t e  p ub l i c  pa r t i c ip a t io n  an d  to  

de te r m in e  th e  na t u r e  a n d  qua l i t y  o f  s e r v ic e s  t he y  nee d  t o  r ec e i ve  

f ro m  G o ve r nm en t  in s t i tu t i o ns .  Th i s  a pp r o ac h  ac c o r ds  S o u t h  Af r i c a n  

p o p u la t io n  a  p la t f o r m  to  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  t he  a s se s sme n t  o f  p u b l i c  

s e r van t s ’  a p pr o ac he s  a n d  a t t i t ud e s ,  a nd  a l s o  t o  ma ke  

r e co m m en d a t i o ns  o n  c o r rec t i ve  me a sur es  ( S o u t h  Af r i ca  1 9 9 7 : 1 3 ) .  I t  

i s  f r om  t h e  a bo v e  p r o vi s i o n s  t ha t  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  p e op le  i n  

de ve l op me nt  i n i t i a t i ves  i s  w i d e l y  p ro m o t ed  a n d  re i n f o r c ed  b y  t he  

S o u t h  Af r i c a n  go ve rn me nt  t o  e n su re  t h a t  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  o f  pe o p l e  a t  

t h e  gr a s s r oo t s  l e ve l  i n  s oc ia l  de ve lo pme n t  i s  s ec u re d .   
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I n  t he  a g r i cu l t u ra l  s ec t o r ,  an  a g r ic u l tu ra l  e x t e n s io n  me t h o do l o g y  

ha s  be e n  use d  f o r  ye a rs  a s  a  f a r me r  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  a pp r oac h .  T he  

N a t i o na l  De pa r t m en t  o f  A gr ic u l t u r e  w e n t  a s  f a r  a s  d eve l o p i n g  a  

p o l i c y  doc um en t  on  n o r ms  a n d  s t a nda r d s  f o r  e x te n s i on  an d  a d v i so r y  

s e r v ic e s  w hi ch  a d vo ca te s  p a r t i c i pa t i on  o f  i t s  c l i e n t s ,  pa r t i c u l a r l y  i n  

p r o j e c t  p la n n in g ,  i m p le me nt a t i o n  a n d  e va l ua t i o n  s t a ge s  ( D epa r t me n t  

o f  A gr ic u l tu r e  2 0 0 5 : 4 ) .  Th e  em ph as i s  i n  t he  po l i c y  i s  mo re  o n  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  t ha t  w o u l d  p r o m ot e  owne r sh i p  a nd  em p ow e r m ent  o f  

t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s .  A cc o rd in g  t o  t he  D e pa r t m e n t  o f  A gr i c u l t u re  

( 2 0 0 5 : 5 )  t he  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  a p pr oac h  w o ul d  e n ha nc e  ca pa c i t y  

b u i ld i n g  o f  f a rm e r s  so  t ha t  t he y  a re  a b l e  to  o r gan i se  t h em se l ve s  

i n t o  g ro up s .  Th ro u gh  t he se  g r ou ps ,  f a r m er s  wi l l  be  a b le  t o  

co l l ec t i ve l y  i de n t i f y  a n d  p r i o r i t i s e  t he i r  n ee d s ,  a n d  p l a n ,  i mp le me nt  

an d  e va lu a t e  p ro j ec t s  m e an t  t o  re so l ve  th e i r  c ha l l e n ge s .  Ho we ve r  

t h e  p o l i c y  doe s  n o t  p re sc r i be  t he  n a t u re  a n d  s i ze  o f  t he  e n v i sa ge d  

f a r m er  g r ou ps .  

 

I n  the  s p i r i t  o f  t he  p o l i c y ,  peo p l e  i n  r u ra l  c om m uni t i e s ,  f a r m e r s  i n  

pa r t i c u l a r ,  sh ou l d  be  m ob i l i s e d  b y  a g r i cu l t u ra l  e x te n s i on  wo r ke r s  to  

pa r t i c ip a t e  in  f a rm e rs  o r ga n i sa t i on s  so  a s  t o  ac co rd  th em  a  p la t f o rm  

t o  c o l l e c t i ve l y  a r t i cu l a te  t he i r  ne ed s ,  an d  b a r ga i n  f o r  t he i r  i n te re s t .  

Th e  sm a l l - s ca le  f a r m i n g  co m m u ni t i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u ra l  v i l l a ge s  

be lo n g  an d  pa r t i c i p a t e  i n  l oc a l  c om mu ni t y  o r gan i sa t i on s .  Fo r  

ex a m pl e ,  a  h i ghe r  n um b er  o f  f a r me rs  i n  r u ra l  c om m u n i t i e s  o f  

S e k h uk h u ne  D i s t r i c t  pa r t i c i p a t e  i n  ru r a l  f a r me rs ’  o r g an i sa t i on s  s uc h  

a s  a g r i cu l t u ra l  c o - op e r a t i v es  an d  co m m o di t y  g r ou p s  ( Di a le  

2 0 0 5 : 5 2 ) .  Th ese  f a r me rs  co n t i nu o us l y  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  suc h 

o r g an i sa t i on s  t o  c o l l ec t i ve l y  a cc es s  f a r mi n g  i n p u t s  an d  i n f o rma t i on  

a s  a  g r ou p  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  de v e l o pm e nt  i n  t he  l oc a l  r u r a l  

co mm u ni t i e s .  As  t he y  pa r t i c i pa t e  in  t he  o r ga n i sa t i o n s ,  t he y  a re  

t h e r e f o re  c ap ac i t a t e d  wi t h  f a r mi n g  in f o r ma t i o n  w hi c h  m ak e s  th em  

f e e l  s e l f -e s t e em ed  a nd  e m p owe re d  t o  f u r t he r  p a r t i c ipa te  i n  t he  

s ec t o r .  The y t h e r e f o re  p a r t i c i pa te  t o  pa r t i c i p a t e .  
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Th e  L i m p op o  p r o v i nc i a l  De pa r t me n t  o f  A gr i c u l t u re  has  re c e n t l y  

ad op t ed  th e  Par t i c i pa t ory  Ex te ns i on  Approach  (PEA)  a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  

pa r t i c ip a t o r y  de ve l o pm e nt  mo de l  f o r  d e l i ve r y  o f  e x t e n s io n  se r v i ce s  

( L i m p op o  De pa r t me n t  o f  A gr i c u l t u re  2 00 6 :3 4 ) .  Zwa ne  ( 2 0 05 : 1 4 )  

a g re es  t ha t  P E A ha s  be e n  a pp l i ed  in  L i m p o po  Pr o v i nc e  b y  

a g r i c u l t u ra l  e x te n s io n  w o r ke rs  i n  th e  D ep a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i cu l t u re  f o r  

a g r i c u l t u ra l  d e ve l o pm e n t  u n de r  t he  a usp i ce s  o f  th e  B r oa de n in g  

A gr i c u l t u ra l  Se r v ic es  a n d  Ex t e ns i o n  D e l i ve r y  ( B A S ED )  p r o gra m me 

s in ce  1 99 8 .  The  t h r u s t  o f  t he  m ode l  i s  t o  a cc o rd  t he  r u ra l  f a r m in g  

co mm u ni t i e s  w i t h  a  p l a t f o rm  t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  in f l u en ce  dec i s i o n s  o n  

a g r i c u l t u ra l  de ve lo p me nt  ma t t e r s  a t  t he  com m u ni t y  l e ve l .  The  

s i g n i f i c an ce  o f  f a rm e rs ’  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  in  a g r i c u l t u ra l  de ve lo pme n t  

p r o gra m m es  i s  a l so  p r o m o te d  an d  e x p r es se d  b y  t he  Me m be r  o f  

Ex ec u t i ve  Co u nc i l  ( MEC )  f o r  Agr ic u l tu r e  i n  th e  L i m p op o 

P r o v i nc i a l  Go ve r nm e nt  wi t h  t he  f am o us  f a rm e r s ’  s l o gan :  " N ot h in g  

ab ou t  u s  wi t ho u t  us . ”  (Ma ga d z i  20 06 : 2 ) .  Th i s  s ho ws  a  g r ea t  de a l  o f  

p o l i t i ca l  w i l l  f ro m  t he  L i m p o po  De p a r tm e n t  o f  A gr i c u l t u r e  in  t he  

p r o m ot i on  a n d  r e i n f o rc em en t  o f  g ra s s ro o t s  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  t he  

p r o v in c i a l  f a r mi n g  se c t o r .   

 

Th e  P E A  p r om ote s  de ve lo pme nt  o f  co m m u ni t y  "umbre l l a"  

o r g an i sa t i on s  (c om mu ni t y  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  l i nka ge  s t ru c t u re s )  f o r  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  e ve r y  pe rs on  in  c omm un i t y  de ve lo pment  a c t i v i t i e s ,  

f o r  i t  i s  no t  on l y  ac c o un t a b le  t o  th e  i n t e re s t  g r ou p s ,  bu t  a l so  t o  

ea c h  in d i v id u a l  in  t he  c o m mu ni t y  (N o vaf r i ca  2 00 5 : 69 ) .  The  

D ep a r t m e n t  o f  Agr i c u l t u re  th ro u g h  i t s  po l i c y  o n  n o rm s  an d  

s t a n da r d s  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e x t e ns i on  a n d  a d v i so r y  se r v ic es ,  a g r ee s  

t h a t  t he  commun i t y  organ i s a t i ona l  l i nkage  s t ruc ture s  ma y  a c t  a s  

o ve ra rc h i n g  o r  um b re l l a  o r ga n i sa t io n s  t ha t  l i nk  r u ra l  c o mm un i t i e s  

w i t h  ex te rna l  d e ve l opm e n t  s up po r t  ( De pa r t me n t  o f  A gr i c u l t u re  

2 0 0 5 : 6 ) .  T he  a p pro ac h  i s  n o w  a pp l i e d  i n  som e  pa r t s  o f  So u t h  

A f r i ca .  F or  e xa m p le ,  in  L i mp op o  P r ov i nc e ,  2 1 1  v i l l a ges  h a ve  be e n  

en ga ge d  i n  pa r t i c i pa to r y  ex te n s i o n  ap p roa c h  wh e re b y  63  um b re l l a  
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o r g an i sa t i on s  wer e  e s ta b l i sh e d  wi th  a f f i l i a t i on  o f  52 9  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps  ( Ra ma ru ,  N gw e n ya ,  Kga nya go ,  Mo l ah le g i  &  Mu dau  

2 0 0 7 : 2 9 4 ) .   

 

F r o m  th e  a bo v e  r ev i e w,  i t  i s  e v i de n t  t ha t  g o ve r nm e n t  m a ke  a l l  t he  

e f f o r t s  t o  en su re  t h a t  pa r t i c ipa t io n  i s  i n i t i a t e d  a t  t he  g r a s s r o o t s  

l e ve l .  Go ve r nm en t  a ge n t s  a re  t a ske d  to  ap p l y  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

de ve l op me nt  me t h od s  s o  t ha t  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa te  in  de ve l op m en t  o f  

t h e i r  com m u ni t i e s .  H o we ve r ,  i n  so me  i ns t an ce s ,  pe op l e  a r e  ma de  t o  

pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  go ve r n m ent  i n i t i a t e d  pa r t i c i pa t i on  p r oc es se s  m a i n l y  

f o r  t he  p u rp o se  o f  c o ns u l t a t io n  an d  l e g i t i mi sa t i o n  o f  t he  o u tc om es .  

 

 

2 . 9  C O NC LU S I O N  

 

F r o m  t h e  l i t e r a t u re  r e v i ewe d ,  one  co me s  to  t he  un de r s t an d i n g  th a t  

de ve l op me nt  i s  a bo u t  e mp owe r i n g  p eo p le .  Pa r t i c i pa t i on  m a y  be  a  

me a ns  t o  ac h i e ve  em po we rm e nt  a nd /o r  a n  e nd  o f  e m p o we r me n t  

i t s e l f .  Se l f - re l i a nc e ,  s e l f - su f f i c i e ncy ,  s e l f -e s te e m ,  a  s e n se  o f  

be lo n gi n g,  a n d  a  s e n se  o f  o wne rsh i p  a ppe a r  to  b e  t he  ma j o r  

e l e me n t s  a n d  in d i ca t o r s  o f  p eo p le  em p o we r m ent .  H o we ve r ,  a l l  t h e se  

ca n  o n l y  be  ac h i e ved  t h ro u gh  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n ,  pa r t i c u la r l y  i n  

co l l ec t i ve  me ch an i s m s .  

 

F r o m  th e  c om mu n i t y  de ve lo p me nt  l i t e ra t u re ,  t he  s t u d y f ou nd  a n  

em ph as i s  o n  the  ro l e  t he  s t a t e  a nd  o t he r  N GO s  s ho u l d  p la y  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de v e l op m e nt .  On  t he  o t he r  ha n d ,  un due  i n f l u enc e  f r om 

ex te r na l  de ve l o p me n t  f ac i l i t a to r  i s  a l so  e m p ha t i c a l l y  d i s c o ura ge d .  

I t  i s  a l so  l ea r ne d  f rom  the  d i s c us s i o n s  t ha t  e x te rna l  de ve lo pme n t  

w o r ke r s  s h o u l d  l i gh t l y  gu id e  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  ra th e r  t ha n  d o  t h i n gs  

f o r  t he m.   

 

Th e  l i t e ra t u re  s t ud y  f o un d  th a t  l ac k  o f  e f f e c t i ve  co mm u ni t y  

o r g an i sa t i on s  m a y  h i nde r  c o mm u n i t y  d e ve lo pme nt  i n  ru r a l  a re as .  
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I n s t i t u t io na l  c a pa c i t y  a p pe a rs  t o  be  ce n t ra l  t o  c o mm u ni t y  g r o u p  

d yn a m ic s  w hi ch  h a v e  a  r o l e  i n  e n ha nc i n g  pa r t i c ip a t io n  an d  

em po we rm en t .  Th e  p ro ce s s  o f  e m p o we r me nt  a p p ea re d  t o  be  

de pe n da n t  o n  the  s t r uc t u ra l  d i m en s io n s  o f  c o mm un i t y  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps .  As  a  r e su l t ,  a  ne ed  f o r  t he  e s t a b l i s hm en t  o f  e f f ec t i ve  

co mm u ni t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  i n  r u r a l  co m m uni t i e s  i s  p a ra m ou nt  a n d  

u r g en t .  F r o m  t he  re v i ew,  t w o  f o rm s  o f  g r ou p  d im e ns i o n s  h a ve  be e n  

r e a l i s e d .  i . e  c om m u ni t y  i n te re s t  g ro u p  a nd  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re  f o rm a t i on s .  The  ne ed  f o r  c o m pa r i so n  a r i s e s  be t we en  t he  

i n te re s t  g r ou p  a nd  t he  o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  s t ruc t u re  f o rm a t i o ns .  

H o we ve r ,  t he  s i ze ,  b y  w h i c h  a n  e f f e c t i v e  g r ou p  ca n  b e  d e f i ne d ,  

l e a ve s  m uch  t o  be  de s i re d .  T he  s i ze s  va r i e d  f r om  a  m i n im um  o f  f ou r  

t o  m a x i m um  of  t we n t y  pa r t i c ipa n t s  p e r  g ro up .   

 

Th e  l i t e r a t u re  ha s  em pha s i se d  s oc i a l  a nd  po l i t i ca l  f r ee d om  t o  

pa r t i c ip a t e .  N o  h i gh l i gh t s  f o r  a  ne ed  t o  c o ns i de r  g r o u p  i n t e r n a l  

f re ed o m  ha ve  b ee n  ma de  i n  t h e  en t i re  l i t e r a t u re .  Ho we ve r ,  t he  

l i t e ra t u re  o n  g ro u p  d yna mi c s  ha s  im p l ic i t l y  r ev ea le d  t h a t  

co mm u ni t y  g r o u p  i n t e r na l  c o n d i t i o ns  suc h  a s  t he  n um be r  o f  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  a s  we l l  a s  th e  wa y  t h e  g r o u p  i s  s t r uc t u re d ,  m a y  h a ve  a  

r o l e  on  p eo p le  pa r t i c i pa t i on .   

 

F r o m  t he  re vi e we d  l i t e ra t u re ,  Se k h uk h u ne  D is t r i c t  ha s  be e n  f o un d  

t o  b e  m i n i ma l l y  c o ve re d  b y  p re v i o us  s t ud ie s .  As  o ne  o f  t he  m os t  

r u r a l  a n d  t he  p o or e s t  d i s t r i c t s  i n  So u t h  Af r i c a ,  a s  we l l  a s  t he  

l a r ge s t  P r e s i de n t i a l  n o d a l  po i n t  i n  L im po p o  P ro v i nc e ,  Sek hu kh une  

D is t r i c t  s ho u l d  ha ve  be en  r ec e i v i n g  a de qua te  re sea rc h  a t t en t i o n .  

S u c h  i na de qua c y  l e a ve s  m u ch  t o  be  de s i re d .  As  a  re su l t ,  o ne  m a y  

r e a l i s e  h ow  th e  d i s t r i c t  ne ed s  r e sea rc h  a t t en t i o n  i n  pe o p le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a n d  em po we rm en t  f o r  t he  de ve l op me nt  o f  i t s  ru r a l  

co mm u ni t i e s .  
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CHAPTER 3  

 

 

FIELD RESEARCH:  PEOPLE PARTICIPATION IN  GROUP 

ENVIRONMENT 

  

 

3 . 1  IN TR O DU CTI O N 

 

Th e  me th od o l o gy  f o r  t h i s  s tu d y  w a s  ba sed  o n  a  q ua l i t a t i ve  

de sc r i p t i ve  re sea rc h  d es i gn .  T he  s t udy  f o cu se d  on  re sea rc h  m e t ho ds  

t h a t  wo u l d  a s s i s t  i n  i n ve s t i ga t in g  p eo p le  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  co mm u ni t y  

i n te re s t  g r ou ps  a nd  o r gan i sa t i o na l  l i nka ge  s t ruc tu re s .  The  f i e ld  

r e sea rc h  d we l l e d  m uc h  o n  t he  en v i r o nm e n t  a n d  i t s  i n f l ue nc e  on  t he  

w a y  pe op l e  pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  c omm un i t y  g r o up s .  Th e  s t ud y  a re a  an d 

p o p u la t io n  h a v e  be en  d e f i ne d  a n d  d i s cu s se d  in  t h i s  pa r t  o f  t he  

s tu d y.  Th i s  se c t i on  e xp l a i n s  h ow  th e  s t u d y  sa m pl e s  we re  s e le c t e d  

f ro m  t he  b roa de r  s t u d y  p o pu l a t i o n .  I t  a l s o  o u t l in es  t he  m e t ho ds  

ap p l i e d  in  t he  c o l l e c t i on  o f  d a t a  a n d  th e  a na l ys i s  o f  th e  re s u l t s .    

 

 

3 . 2  R E S EAR C H DE S I GN  

 

Th e  de s i gn  o f  t he  s t u d y  was  p he no m en o lo g ic a l  i n  na t u re .  

Q ua l i t a t i ve  f i e l d  re se a rch  was  c o n d uc te d .  The  re se a r ch e r  en t e re d  

t h e  “ l i f e  w o r l d”  o r  “ l i f e  s e t t i n g”  o f  t he  r e se a r c h  su b j e c t s  a s  

o bse r ve d  b y  F o uc hé  (2 00 5 : 2 70 ) .  Th i s  wa s  d o ne  b y  i n t e ra c t i n g  wi t h  

t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  i n  t he i r  n o r ma l  soc i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  The  pa r t i c ipa n t s  

w er e  ob se r ve d  a n d  i n t e r v i e we d  a s  me t h o ds  o f  ge ne ra t i n g  r e sea rc h  

da ta  f r om  th e i r  kn o wl ed ge  an d  e x pe r i en ce s .  Se t s  o f  da ta  we re  

s ys te m a t ic a l l y  c o l l e c t e d  an d  a n a l yse d  t o  ge ne ra t e  me a n in g f u l  

t h em es  ne e d ed  f o r  th e  de sc r ip t i o n  o f  the  s i tu a t io n  in  c o n t ex t .   
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3 . 3  A R EA O F S TUD Y  

 

Th e  s t u d y  a r ea  wa s  S e kh uk hu ne  D is t r i c t  i n  L i m po po  P r ov i nc e .  T he  

a r ea  c o ns i s t e d  o f  f i ve  l oc a l  mu ni c i pa l i t i e s .  T he  a r ea  l i e s  i n  t he  

n o r t h - wes t  pa r t  o f  Mp u m al an ga ,  1 5 0  k i l om e t re s  we s t  o f  Ne l sp r u i t ,  

2 0 0  k i lo me t r e s  n or t h  o f  P re t o r i a ,  an d  1 50  k i lo me t r e s  so u t h  o f  

P o l o k wa ne  ( f i gu r es  1 &2 ) .  Th e  a re a  ex te n ds  to  ap p ro x im a t e l y  1 . 3  

m i l l i on  ha c t re s  i n  s i ze .  The  t o ta l  po p u l a t i o n  o f  t he  d i s t r i c t  i s  ab ou t  

o ne  m i l l i o n  wi t h  a b o u t  q ua r t e r  a  m i l l i o n  o f  h ou se h o l d s .  T he  d i s t r i c t  

i s  m o s t l y  r u ra l .  A bo u t  n i n e t y - f i ve  p e r ce n t  o f  t he  p o p u l a t i o n  r e s i de d  

i n  r u r a l  s e t t l e m en t s .  T wen t y - e i gh t  pe r c en t  o f  t he  po pu l a t io n  ha s  n o  

f o r ma l  e d uc a t io n .  O n l y  a r o u n d  one  p e rc e n t  o f  t h e  p op u la t i o n  ha s  

o b t a i ne d  t e r t i a r y  e d uc a t i o n .  Une m pl oym e nt  i n  t he  a rea  s t an d s  a t  

s ix t y - n in e  pe rce n t .  D ue  t o  i t s  e co n om ic a l l y  p o o r  s ta tu s ,  t he  d i s t r i c t  

ha s  be e n  dec l a re d  “ P r es i de n t i a l  N oda l  P o i n t ”  w hi c h  m ea ns  t h a t  

go v e r n me n t ’ s  de ve l opm e n t  p r o gra m me s  a n d  se r v i ce s  s h ou l d  be  

co nc en t ra te d  i n  t h e  a re a  ( G re a te r  Se kh u k h un e  Di s t r i c t  Mu ni c i pa l i t y  

2 0 0 6 : 3 -2 0) .  F i gu res  3 . 1  a n d  3 .2  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  p os i t i on  o f  

S e k h uk h u ne  Di s t r i c t  w i t h i n  L i mp opo  P r o v in ce  an d  i t s  lo ca l i t y  

r e s pec t i ve l y .  
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Figure  3 . 1 :  Sekhukhune  Di s tr ic t  in  L impopo  Prov ince  

(Munic ipa l  Demarca t i on  Board  South  Afr ic a  2006 )  
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Figure  3 .2 :  Sekhukhune  D is tr i c t  l oca l i t y  map  (Munic ipa l  

Demarca t i on  Board  South  Afr ica  2006 )  

 

 

 

Ma k h ud u t ha m a ga  m un ic ip a l  a re a  c o n s t i tu te d  a  g re a t e r  p a r t  o f  t he  

s tu d y  wi t h i n  Sek h uk h u ne  Dis t r i c t .  Th e  a re a  was  t a r ge te d  d ue  to  i t s  

ce n t ra l i t y  i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  ( Ma k hu du t ha ma ga  M uni c i pa l i ty  2 0 0 7 : 1 ) .  

Th e  l a c k  o f  f i n an c i a l  r e so ur ce s  a l s o  h ad  a  ro l e  i n  co nf i n i n g  t he  

s tu d y  w i th in  th e se  l i m i t a t io ns .  Th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  t a r ge t e d  g r ou ps  

w er e  f o un d  i n  Ma kh u d u t ham a ga  m un ic i p a l  a r ea .  The  a rea  wa s  a l so  

f o u n d  a pp r o p r i a t e  f o r  t he  s tu d y  i n  t ha t  i t  wa s  t h e  b i gg e s t  ru r a l  

s e t t l e me n t  in  Se kh u k hu ne  D is t r i c t  w i t h  a  po p u l a t io n  o f  1 4 1  p e op le  
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pe r  s qu a r e  k i l om e t r e  ( S t a t i s t i c s  So u t h  Af r i c a  2 00 1  c i t e d  b y  G re a t e r  

S e k h uk h u ne  Dis t r i c t  M uni c ipa l i t y  20 0 6 : 1 2 ) .  Ac c o rd i ng  t o  t he  

M un i c i pa l  Dem a r ca t i on  B o ar d  ( 2 0 0 6 : 6 ) ,  am on g  t he  r u ra l  

m u n ic i pa l i t i e s  i n  S e k h uk h u ne  Di s t r i c t ,  Ma kh ud u t h am ag a  wa s  t he  

b i gge s t  in  b u d ge t a ry  t e r ms .  F or  in s t a nc e ,  i n  20 0 4 / 5  f i n anc i a l  y ea r  i t  

ha d  ope ra t i on a l  an d  ca p i t a l  b u d ge t  o f  R 1 3  0 88  0 08 . 2 7  an d  R9  90 0  

0 0 0  re sp ec t i ve l y .  F i gu re  3 . 3  i l l u s t ra t e s  t h e  c en t r a l i t y  o f  

Ma k h ud u t ha m a ga  m u n ic i pa l i t y  wi t h i n  Se kh uk hu ne  Dis t r i c t .   

 

 

Figure  3 . 3 :   Makhuduthamaga  geograph ic  pos i t i on  i n  

Sekhukhune  Di s t r i c t  (Makhuduthamaga  Munic ipa l i ty  2007 :1 )   

 

 

 

 

 

3 . 4  S TU D Y TAR GE T G R OUP  

 

Th e  s t ud y  w as  b ase d  o n  th ree  t a r ge t  g r o u ps .  The  f i r s t  t a r ge t  g r o u p  

w as  ma de  o f  c o m m un i t y  i n t e r e s t  g ro u p s .  F ou r t e e n  g r o u ps  we re  

t a r ge t ed  f o r  t h e  s t u d y.  Th e  t a r g e t  g r o u ps  we re  s e l ec t e d  f r o m  a  



 79 

va r i e t y  o f  f a r m i n g  c omm od i t i e s  th a t  a r e  c o m mo n  i n  a g r ic u l tu r a l  

de ve l op me nt  i n  t h e  r u ra l  co mm un i t i e s .  T he  g r ou ps  we r e  t a r ge t e d  

f ro m t h e  f o l l o wi n g f a r mi n g  c om mo d i t i e s :  

( 1 )  F ie ld  c r o p s  su c h  a s  ma i ze  a nd  s o r g h um ;  

( 2 )  P o ul t r y  in  re spe c t  o f  b r o i l e r s  a n d  e gg l a ye rs ,  an d  

( 3 )  O t h e r s  ( Ve ge ta b l e s ,  Da i r y ) .   

Th ese  g r o up s  we re  t a r ge te d  f r o m  t h e  ab o ve  f a rm in g  c om m o d i t i e s  

be ca use  t he y  a r e  co m m o n  in  t h e  s t u d y  a rea .  T he  g r o u ps  we re  

t a r ge t ed  f o r  t he  ge ne ra t i on  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  i n  r e spe c t  o f  g ro u p  

i n te rna l  e n v i r o n me n t  co n du c i ve  t o  p e op le  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a nd  

em po we rm en t .   

 

Th e  s ec o nd  t a r ge t  g r o up  wa s  co n s t i tu te d  o f  co m m u ni ty  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l in k a ge  s t r u c t u re s .  Tw o  co m m u ni t y  o rga n i sa t i on a l  

l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u r e s  we re  t a r ge te d  f r o m t he  l i nka ge  s t r u c t u re s  

co ns t i t u te d  b y  r e p r e se n ta t i ve s  f ro m  t he  s a m e  c om mu ni t y  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps  i n  t h e  a re a  o f  s tu d y.  Th e  t a r ge t ed  c o mm u ni ty  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re s  we r e  f r o m  f i e ld  c r op  a n d  p ou l t r y  c om m o d i t i e s .  Th ese  

s t r uc t u re s  e x i s t e d  i n  t he  p r od uc t i on  o f  the  c o m m o n  c o mm od i t i e s  i n  

t h e  s t u d y  a re a .  Suc h  co m m o di t i e s  inc l ude d  so r ghu m  a nd  po u l t r y .  

Th e  s t r uc tu re s  wer e  t a r ge t ed  f o r  i n ve s t i ga t i o n  o f  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t  a nd  pe o p l e  e mp o wer me nt  i n  suc h  s t ru c t u re s .  

 

Th e  th i rd  g r ou p  wa s  ma de  o f  th e  in d iv i d u a l  pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  

b o t h  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  c o m m u ni t y  d e ve l o pm e n t  g r o up s .  Tw en t y - e i gh t  

i n d i v i d ua l s  ac r os s  bo t h  co m m u ni t y  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  a n d  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nk a ge  s t r uc t u re s  we r e  t a r ge t ed .  Th e  in d i v i d ua l s  

w er e  t a r ge t e d  w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  ge ne ra t e  da t a  ab o u t  the  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

co nd i t i on s  i n  b o t h  c o mm un i t y  g r o u p  c a t e g o r i e s .  The  a i m  wa s  t o  

ga th e r  i n f o r ma t i o n  o n  t he  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  en v i ro nm en t  an d  pe o p le  

em po we rm en t  f r om b o th  pe rs pe c t i ve s .  
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3 . 5  S A M PLIN G M ET HO D  

 

Th e  s t ud y  a p p l i ed  a  co m bi na t i on  o f  no n -p r ob a b i l i t y  q uo t a  s am pl i n g  

me t ho d  a n d  p r o bab i l i t y  s i m pl e  ra n do m  sa m pl i n g  t e c h n i que  i n  t he  

s e l ec t io n  o f  t he  s t ud y  sam pl es .  P r o ba b i l i t y  s i m p le  ra n do m  sa m pl in g  

me t ho d  wa s  a pp l i ed  i n  t he  s e l ec t i on  o f  c om m un i t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  

an d  t he  i nd i v i du a l  g r o u p  m em be rs .  T he  m e t ho d  wa s  a pp l i ed  be ca u se  

a  da t a ba se  o f  a l l  t he  g r ou p s  i n  th e  s t ud y  a re a  wa s  a va i l a b le  f r om  

t h e  l oc a l  go ve r n me n t  i ns t i tu t i ons  s uch  a s  t he  L i m po po  D epa r t me n t  

o f  A gr i cu l t u re .  Non -p ro bab i l i t y  q u o ta  s a m p l i n g  me t h od  w as  a p p l i e d  

i n  t h e  se l ec t i o n  o f  c o m mu ni t y  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i n ka ge  s t ru c t u re s  f o r  

i n te r v i ew  pu rp ose s .  The  s t u d y  re so r t ed  to  a  q uo t a  s am p l i n g  m e t h od  

i n  th i s  c a se  be c ause  t he r e  we re  n o  f o rm a l  s a m p le  f r am e  f o r  t he  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nk a ge  s t ruc t u re s  t ha t  ma tc he d  t he  s e le c t i o n  c r i t e r i a  

(Ne uma n  20 0 3 : 21 2  &  2 13 ) .   

 

Th e  s e le c t i on  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  t he  c o m m u ni t y  i n te re s t  g r o u p s  a n d  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l in k a ge  s t r uc t u r e s  wa s  ba se d  on  g r o up s ’  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a tu te .  In  ca se  o f  c om mu ni t y  in t e re s t  g r o u ps ,  t he  

s tu d y  t a r ge t e d  g r o u ps  w i th  m e m be r s  pa r t i c i pa t i n g  o n  a n  i n d i v id u a l  

ba s i s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  c a se  o f  c om mu ni t y  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re s ,  th e  s t u d y  t a r ge t e d  the  g r o u ps  i n  wh i c h  m em be r s  

pa r t i c ip a t ed  on  a  r e p re sen ta t i ve  ba s i s  w h er e  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  

r e p re se n te d  t he i r  r e s pe c t i ve  i n t e r e s t  g r o up s .  In  t h i s  c a se  

r e p re se n ta t i ve  m em be r sh i p  wa s  u se d  a s  t he  s e l ec t io n  r e q u i re me n t  

be ca use  t he  s tu d y  s o u gh t  t o  g a t he r  i n f o rm a t io n  re ga rd i ng  t h e  g r ou p  

i n te rna l  pa r t i c i pa t i on  e n v i r o n me nt  f r o m  t wo  c ase s  o f  d i f f e re n t  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  m o t i ves  a n d  no r m s  a s  we l l  a s  pa r t i c ipa n t s ’  ag e s .    

 

F o r  pa r t i c ipa n t s  o bse r va t i on  pu rp o ses ,  t w o  g r o u ps  we re  p u rpo s i ve l y  

s e l ec t ed  f r om  a  va r i e t y  o f  g ro up s .  One  g r o u p  wa s  s e l ec te d  f ro m  a  

l i s t  o f  e x i s t i n g  o ld  i r r i g a t i o n  s c he me s  t h a t  we r e  a t  th e  b r i n k  o f  

co l l ap se  i n  th e  s t ud y  a rea ,  w i t h  a  v i ew  t ha t  th e  g ro up  po sse s sed  a n  

en o rm o us  a m ou nt  o f  kn o wle d ge  a nd  ex p e r ie nc e  i n  g r ou p  
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pa r t i c ip a t io n .  The  o t he r  re a so n  wa s  t ha t  t h e  g r o u p  m i gh t  ne e d  

r e sea rc h  t o  re v i ve  t h e i r  s c hem e  an d  a s  suc h ,  th e y  mi gh t  r i go r o us l y  

pa r t i c ip a t e .  O ne  o t he r  g r o up  w as  s e l ec te d  f r om  a  l i s t  o f  n e w  yo u t h  

g r o u ps  th a t  h ad  su b m i t t e d  t he i r  a pp l i ca t i on s  f o r  s u pp o r t  t o  t he  

L i m po po  Depa r t me n t  o f  A g r ic u l t u re .  T he  re sea rc he r  t a r ge t e d  t he  

ne w  an d  yo u t h  g r o u ps  t ha t  d i d  n o t  s pec i f y  t he i r  en v i sa ge d  

a g r i c u l t u ra l  de ve lo p me nt  p r o gr am me s  i n  t he i r  a pp l i c a t i o ns .  Th i s  

w as  d o ne  wi t h  a  v i e w t h a t  th e  g r o up s  m i gh t  e f f e c t i ve l y  p a r t i c i pa te  

i n  t he  s tu d y  t o  s e a r ch  f o r  in f o rm a t i o n  a b ou t  t he i r  f a r m i n g  v i s i o n .  

Y o u t h  g r ou p s  wer e  a l s o  t a r g e t e d  be ca u se  a cc o r d in g  t o  pe o p l e -

ce n t re d  de ve l o pm en t  th e o r y ,  a  pa r t i cu la r  em pha s i s  sh ou ld  a l so  be  

f oc use d  on  t he  i nc lu s i on  o f  th e  p r e v i o u s l y  e xc lu d ed  s oc i a l  

ca t e go r i e s  s uc h  a s  w o m en ,  yo u t h  a n d  t he  i l l i t e ra t e  i n  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

de ve l op me nt  p r oc es se s  (Ro od t  20 0 1 :4 7 4) .  T he  pu rp os iv e  s a mp le s  

w er e  n o t  s e l ec te d  f o r  t he  ge ne r a l i s a t io n  o f  t he  f i n d i n gs ,  b u t  r a t he r  

f o r  r i go r o u s  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  a nd  d ee pe r  u n de r s ta nd i n g  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  

f ro m  d i f f e re n t  v i e w p o i n t s ,  a nd  t o  m a x i m ise  t he  r an ge  o f  

i n f o rm a t i o n  ( S t r yd o m &  De l p o r t  2 00 5 b :3 29 ) .   

 

Th e  s am pl e  o f  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  l i n ka ge  s t r u c t u re s  wa s  s e le c t e d  

t h ro u g h  t he  no n -p r o b ab i l i t y  q u o t a  s a m p l i n g  me t h o d .  T he  s t ud y 

i n i t i a l l y  t a r ge t e d  t w o  c o mm uni t y  o r ga n i sa t io na l  l i nka ge  s t r u c t u re s  

i n  t he  s t ud y  a r ea .  H o we ve r ,  o n l y  one  c om m un i t y  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u re  t h a t  m e t  th e  req u i r em e n ts  o f  t he  s e l e c t i o n  

c r i t e r i o n  s t a t e d  i n  t he  p re v i o us  s e c t i on  o f  th i s  c ha p t e r  wa s  f o u nd  i n  

t h e  Ma k h ud u tha m ag a  a r ea .  The  s t r uc tu r e  was  f ou nd  i n  a  d a t ab ase  o f  

a l l  c o mm un i t y  a g r ic u l tu r a l  d e ve l opm en t  g r o u p s  i n  Ma kh u d u t ha ma ga  

M un i c i pa l  Se r v ic e  Ce n t re  o f  t h e  L i mp op o  De pa r t me n t  o f  

A gr i c u l t u re .   

 

D ue  t o  th e  va s tne s s  o f  th e  S ek hu kh une  D i s t r i c t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t he  

l i m i t a t i o ns  i n  f i n an c i a l  r e s ou rc e s ,  t he  t a r ge te d  s t r uc tu re s  s h o u l d  

ha ve  be en  sa m ple d  f rom  t he  s am e  v i c i n i t y .  Bu t  s i nc e  t he  i n i t i a l  

t a r ge t  o f  t he  s tu dy  w a s  tw o  s t r uc t u r e s ,  t he  s e a rc h  f o r  a n o t he r  
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s t r uc t u re  wa s  e x t e n de d  w i t h o u t  a n y  sa m pl e  f ra me  t o  th e  ad j a ce n t  

m u n ic i pa l  a rea  c a l l e d  E l l i a s  M ots wa l ed i ,  i n  t he  da t a base  o f  w h i c h  

an  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i n ka ge  s t r u c t u re  o f  yo u t h  p r o j e c t s  w a s  f o u n d .  

Th e  se l e c t io n  o f  t h e  c o mm un i t y  g ro u ps  a n d  t he  i n d i v i d ua l s  f o r  

i n te r v i e ws  wa s  d one  t h r o u gh  t he  s i m p le  ra n do m  sam p l in g  me t h o d .  

F r o m  t he  me mb e rs h i p  l i s t s  o f  t he  t wo  o r ga n i sa t io na l  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re s ,  m e m be r  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  we re  ran dom l y  se le c t e d .  Ta b le  

3 . 1  p r e se n t s  t he  b r e a k do wn  o f  t he  s t u d y  sam pl es  r e f l e c t in g  

s a m pl in g  a nd  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  me t h o ds  a p p l i e d  in  t he  s t u dy .  

 

Table  3 . 1 :  Sample  breakdown  w i th  sampl i ng  and da ta  co l l ec t i on  

me thods  

PARTICIPANTS QUANTITY  

SAMPLING 

METHOD 

DATA 

COLLECTION 

METHOD 

Community  

in terest  g roups 

 

12  

S imp le  

random 

In te rv iews and 

document  

rev iews  

New  emerging 

youth  group  
1  

Purpos ive  

s imple  

random 

Par t i c ipant s  

observa t ion  

Elder ly  

i r r igat ion  

scheme group 

1  

Purpos ive  

s imple  

random 

Par t i c ipant s  

observa t ion  

Community  

o rgan isat iona l  

l inkage 

s t ructures 

2  

Quota  
In t e rv iews and 

document  

rev iews  

I nd iv idua l  

communi ty  

g roup members  

28  

S imp le  

random In te rv iews  

 

 



 83 

3 . 6  D A TA CO LLE C T IO N M E THO D  

 

I n  th e  f i e l d ,  t he  re sea rc he r  a pp l i e d  P a r t i c i pa t o r y  R u ra l  A p p r a i s a l  

me t ho ds  t o  e nha nce  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  g r o u p  a c t i v i t i e s .  A s  a  f i e l d  

r e sea rc he r ,  one  se rv e d  a s  a  f a c i l i t a t o r  i n  g r o up  ac t i v i t i e s  a n d  a t  t he  

s a m e  t i me  e x am i n ed  h o w  t h e  g r oup  m e mbe r s  pa r t i c i p a t e d  a n d  

i n te ra c t ed  am on g  t he mse l v es .  F or  da ta  t r i angu la t i on ,  t he  

q ua l i t a t i v e  s e t s  o f  da t a  we re  c o l l e c t e d  f r om  f o u r  so u rc es  ( De  Vos  

2 0 0 5a : 35 7 )  t o  e nsu re  th a t  a l l  t he  ne e d ed  t he  s e t s  o f  da ta  a re  

co l l ec t ed  a nd  m ea su re d  f r o m  d i f f e re n t  a n g l e s  ( Ne u m an  2 0 03 : 13 8 ) .  

Th i s  wa s  a l so  a p p l i e d  t o  en su r e  co nf i den ce  i n  t he  re su l t s  o f  t he  

s tu d y.  T he  da t a  w as  t he n  ga th e r ed  f r om  f o u r  da t a  s o u rc es  a s  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  o b se r va t i o n ,  f oc us  g r oup  a nd  i n d i v i d ua l  i n t e r v i ew s ,  

an d  d oc u m en t  re v i e w.  Th ese  me th ods  a r e  d i s c u s se d  l a t e r  i n  t he  

s ec t i o n .  The  r e se a r che r  pa i d  a t t e n t i on ,  wa tc he d ,  l i s t e ne d  an d  t oo k  

n o t e s  o f  ho w  pa r t i c i pan t s  i n t e ra c te d  a m on g  th e m se l ve s .  The  

r e sea rc he r  a l so  o b se r v ed  th e  f a c t o r s  t ha t  a f f e c t e d  p e op le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  in  g r o u p  ac t i v i t i e s .  T he  a p p roa c h  he lp e d  t he  

r e sea rc he r  n o t i c e  pa r t i c i p an t s ’  ex p re s s i o n s  a nd  t h e  c o n t ex t  i n  w hi c h  

e ve n t s  oc cu r red  ( Neu m an  2 0 03 : 38 1 ) .  T he  f o l lo wi n g  se c t io n  p re se n t s  

h o w t he  t ec hn i q u es  we r e  ap p l i e d  th r oug h o u t  t he  s tu d y.  

 

Th e  re sea rc he r  f o un d  t ha t  t he  PR A wo ul d  be  re l e va n t  i n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  g r o u ps  a s  we l l  a s  f o r  o b se r va t i on  o f  suc h  g r o u ps  

d u r i n g  g r o u p  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  p ro ce s ses .  Th e  re se a rc he r  a l s o  c h ose  t o  

o bse r ve  t he  t wo  g ro u ps  f rom  t wo  op po s i t e  pe rs pe c t i ve s .  i . e  ex i s t in g  

o l d  i r r i g a t i o n  s c he me  t ha t  wa s  a t  t he  b r i n k  o f  co l l ap se  a n d  

co ns i s t in g  o f  e l de r l y  pa r t i c ip a n t s  on  the  o ne  ha n d ,  an d  a n  e m er g i n g  

ne wl y  f ou nd ed  y o u t h  g r ou p ,  o n  t he  o t he r .  The  re sea rc he r ’ s  m ot i ve  

be h i n d  t he  ch o i ce  o f  t he  t wo  o pp os i t e  g r o up s  was  t o  g e ne ra te  a  

va r i e t y  o f  i n f o rm a t io n  a n d  m a x i m i se  the  u n de r s t a n d i n g  o f  

co mm u ni t y  g r o u ps ’  in te r na l  pa r t i c i pa t i on  e n vi r onm e n t  f rom  

co n t r a s t in g  pe r s pec t i ve s .  D ur in g  t he  f ac i l i t a t i on  o f  t he  

pa r t i c ip a t o r y  d e ve l opm e n t  a p p r oac h ,  t he  re se a r c h er  o bse r ve d  
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f a c t o r s  t ha t  a f f ec t e d  pa r t i c i pa t i on  an d  i n te ra c t i o n  a m o n g  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s .  

 

S em i - s t ru c t u re d  an d  i n -d e p t h  in te rv i ew s  wer e  a pp l i ed  f o r  t he  

co l l ec t i on  o f  q ua l i t a t i ve  da ta  f r om  i nd i v i du a l s  an d  t he  g r ou ps  

t h ro u g h  i n te r v i ew sc he d u le s  ( McMi l l a n  & Sc hu m ac he r  20 01 :4 2) .  

F o r  c o ns i s t e nc y  an d  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  som e  se t s  o f  qu e s t i o n s  we re  

p re pa re d  f o r  b o t h  i nd i v i dua l  a nd  f ocu s  g r ou p  in t e r v i e ws .  The  se t s  

o f  q ue s t i o n s  we r e  a l s o  u se f u l  i n  g u i d i n g  t h e  re sea rc he r  i n  

co nd uc t i n g  t he  i n t e r v ie w s .  Th e  da ta  c o l l e c t i on  a s  pe r  t he  s e ve r a l  

s tu d y sam pl es  ha ve  b ee n  s um ma r i sed  i n  t a b l e  3 . 1  a bo ve .  

 

 

3 . 6 . 1  P a r t i c i pa n t s  o b se r va t i on  

 

P a r t i c i pa n t s  o bse r va t i on  a s  a n  i n ve s t iga t i ve  t ec hn iqu e  wa s  a p p l i e d .  

Th e  re se a rc h e r  to ok  pa r t  i n  t h e  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  foc us  g r o u p s  w hi le  

o b j ec t i ve l y  s t u d y i ng  t h e  g r ou p s ’  i n t e rn a l  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  e n v i r o nme nt  

( G o od ma n  &  Ma r x  1 9 7 8 :2 9 ) .  T h i s  m e t ho d  o f  da ta  c o l l e c t i o n  wa s  

a l so  s e l e c t e d  be c au se  i t  i s  c he a pe r  a n d  t ha t  i t  w o ul d  en h an ce  t he  

ac q u i s i t i on  o f  b e t t e r  k n ow l ed ge  ab o u t  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a n d  t he  

en v i r o nm e n t  w i t h i n  w hi ch  t he y  i n t e r ac t  (C on ye rs  & Hi l l s  

1 9 8 4 : 1 0 8 ) .  A  s t r uc t u re d  o b se r va t io n  s c h ed u le  was  use d  d ur i n g  t he  

o bse r va t i on .  T he  fo l l o w in g  pa r t i c ipa t i on  e n v i r on m en t  a spec t s  we re  

o bse r ve d  w i th  a  p a r t i c u l a r  f oc us  o n  f a c t o rs  s uc h  a s  th e  g r ou p s ’  

l o ca t i on ,  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  i n f o r ma t i o n ,  me e t i n g  ve nue ,  s e a t in g  pa t t e r n  

an d  f ac i l i t i e s ,  me e t i n g  p r oc e ed i n gs  re ga r d i n g  a gen d a ,  an  e le me n t  o f  

d om in a t io n  a n d  pa s s i ve ne s s ,  p r o b l em  a t  han d ,  PR A t o o l s  a n d  

s ym bo l s ,  a nd  e n th us ia sm.  So me  o t he r  a d d i t i o na l  q ue s t i o n s  e m er ge d  

a s  t he  ob se r v a t i o n  p r oc e ed ed .  See  app en d i x  1 .  

 

Tw o  c om mu n i t y  g r o u ps  were  obse r ve d  o ve r  a  t h ree -m on t h  pe r io d .  

O ne  yo u t h  g r ou p  c a l l e d  Mai la -Ma p i t s a n e  Yo u t h  F o r um  wa s  

o bse r ve d  a t  Ma i la -Ma pi t s an e  v i l l a ge  f ro m  4  to  2 1  No vem be r  2 0 0 8 ,  
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an d  Haa kd o o r nd ra a i  i r r i g a t i o n  s ch em e  g r o u p  a t  Tswa in g  v i l l a ge  i n  

S e k h uk h u ne  D i s t r i c t  was  o bse r ve d  f r o m  19
 

No ve mbe r  2 0 08  t o  2 6  

F e b r ua r y  2 0 0 9 .  Th ese  t wo  g r ou p s ,  t he  you t h  a nd  t he  e l de r l y ,  we re  

de l i be ra te l y  i n c l ude d  i n  th e  obse r va t i on  be ca use  pe op l e - ce n t re d  

de ve l op me nt  s ho u l d  a l so  f ocu s  o n  t he  i nc lu s io n  o f  t he  p re v i o us l y  

ex c l u de d  s oc i a l  ca t e go r i e s  suc h  a s  wome n ,  yo u t h  an d  th e  i l l i t e ra te  

i n  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  dev e l o pm e n t  p ro ce s ses  (R o o d t  2 00 1 : 474 ) .  Fo r  t he  

p u rp ose s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  t he  yo u t h  an d  t he  i l l i t e ra te  e l de r l y  w om e n  

an d  me n  we r e  f oc use d  on .  

 

Th e  y ou t h  g r o up  r eq u es t e d  f o r  s up po r t  o f  t he  L i m p o po  D epa r t me n t  

o f  A gr i c u l t u re  wi t h ou t  ha v in g  any  f a rm in g  i n f o rm a t io n  an d  

a g r i c u l t u ra l  d e ve l o pm e n t  p ro gr a m m e.  Gi ve n  th e  pa r t i c i pa n t s ’  

o p t im i sm  i n  f i n d i ng  i n f o r m a t i on  re ga r d i n g  t he i r  e n vi sa ge d  f a rm i n g  

p r o sp ec t ,  a  r o bu s t  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  wa s  a n t i c i p a t ed  f ro m  the  g r o u p .  The  

e l de r l y  g r o u p  wa s  a l so  ob se r v ed  wi t h  a  v ie w  t ha t  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s ’  

ex pe r ie nc e  in  c om m un i t y  g r o u p  e n v i r o n me n t  m i gh t  b r in g  a no t he r  

g r o u p  pa r t i c i pa t i on  e n v i r on me nt  c o n t r a s t  i n  t h e  p ic t u re .  The  

o bse r va t i on  o f  t hese  t wo  o pp os i t e  g ro u ps  wa s  a l s o  to  e x po se  t he  

s tu d y  t o  an  i n ve s t i ga t i o n  o f  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  e n v i r o nme nt  f ro m  t he  t w o  

co n t r a s t in g  d i me n s i on s ,  w i t h  a  v i e w t o  m a x im i s i n g  th e  ra n g e  o f  

i n f o rm a t i o n  a nd  dee pe r  u n de rs ta n d i n g  o f  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  e n v i r o nme nt  

f ro m d i f f e re n t  v ie w p o in t s  ( S t r ydo m &  De l p o r t  2 0 05 b :3 29) .   

 

D u r i n g  t he  o bse r va t io n  o f  t he  y o u t h  g r o u p  t he  re se a r c h e r  f a c i l i t a t e d  

t h e  p r o ce s s  w he re b y  t he  g r o up ,  o n  i t s  o w n ,  s e a r che d  f o r  f a rm in g  

i n f o rm a t i o n  a bo u t  t he i r  a rea  a n d  g e ne ra te d  a n  a g r ic u l tu r a l  

de ve l op me nt  p r o g ra mm e  f o r  w h ic h  t he y  ne e de d  s up po r t .  I t  m us t  be  

n o t e d  t ha t  th e  o b j ec t i ve  o f  t he  o b se r va t i on  wa s  no t  t o  gen e ra t e  da ta  

ab ou t  t h e  v i l l a ge ,  b u t  r a th e r  to  o bse rve  h o w  p eo p le  pa r t i c i p a t e d  i n  

g r o u p  e n v i r o nm e nt .  T he  a i m  wa s  t o  e n ga ge  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i n  

P a r t i c i pa t o r y  Ru ra l  A pp ra i s a l  ( PR A )  t ec hn i que s  a nd  o b se r v e  t h em 

i n  t he  p r oc e s s .  As  su ch ,  a  m e e t in g  f o r  t he  ne wl y  f ou n de d  yo u t h  

g r o u p  was  c o n vene d .  A  l a r ge  g r o up  o f  s e ve n te e n  pa r t i c i p an t s  
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a t t e nd e d  th e  m e e t in g  he l d  o n  4  N o vem be r  2 0 08 .  I n  t he  me e t i n g  t he  

g r o u p  wa s  i n f o rm ed  a b o u t  t he  s tu d y an d  ho w  t he y  w ou l d  be ne f i t  

f ro m t h e  p r oce s s .   

 

A s  t he  g r ou p  c o ns i s t e d  o f  s e ve n te en  p a r t i c i pa n t s ,  i t  wa s  f o un d  t o  be  

t o o  l a r ge  f o r  e f f ec t i ve  p a r t i c i pa t i on  an d  f ac e - to - f a ce  

co mm u ni c a t io n  a nd  i n t e r ac t i o n  a mo n g th e  pa r t i c ip a n t s  (S w an e po e l  

&  De  be e r  20 0 6 : 8 9) .  To  a l l o w  e f f e c t ive  in d i v id u a l  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

r e sea rc h  p r o ce s se s ,  th e  n u m b er  o f  pa r t i c i p an t s  i n  a  f ocu s  g ro u p  

s ho u l d  be  be twe en  f o u r  ( The ro n  2 0 0 5a : 17 5 )  an d  t en  (G re e f f  

2 0 0 5 : 3 0 5 ;  S wa ne poe l  &  De  Be e r  20 0 6 : 8 8 ) .  The  g r oup  t he re f o re  

b r o ke  i n t o  th r ee  sm a l le r  t a sk  g r o up s .  T w o  t a s k  g r o u ps  c o ns i s t e d  o f  

s ix  pa r t i c i pa n t s  ea c h  a n d  t he  o t h e r  t a sk  g r ou p  co n s i s t ed  o f  f i ve  

pa r t i c ip a n t s .  T he  t a sk  g r o u ps  we r e  a l l oca t ed  i de n t i t y  n um be rs  

va r y i n g  f r om  n um b e r  1  t o  3 .  T he  t a sk  g r o u p  we re  a ske d  a n d  gu i de d  

t o  ge ne ra te  d a t a  a bo u t  t he i r  a re a  i n  Ma i l a - Ma pi t sa ne  v i l l a ge  

t h ro u g h  a  m a p p i ng  e xe rc i s e .  The y  w e re  gu i de d  t o  pe r f o rm  t he  

f o l l o wi n g  t a sks  t ha t  wo u l d  h e l p  t he m  i n  c o l l e c t in g  a l l  t he  f a rm in g  

da ta  req u i r ed  f o r  th e i r  a g r i cu l t u ra l  de ve l op me nt  p ro gr am m e:  

( a )  Ma pp i n g  Mai l a - Map i t s a ne  v i l l a ge  sh ow i n g  r e s i de n t i a l  s i t e s  o n  

t he  one  ha n d ,  a n d  a re a s  wi th  f a r mi n g  i n t e r e s t  a n d  re s ou r ce s  

w i t h  a g r i cu l t u ra l  s i gn i f i ca nc e  on  t he  o t h e r .  

( b )  D e te rm i n i n g  a  f a rm i n g  e n t e rp r i s e  t ha t  f oc uses  on  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

p o te n t i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  co m m o di t y  a nd  t h e  s i ze  o f  t he  p ro j e c t  

t he y  e n v i sa ged .  

( c )  P l o t t i n g  th e  p ro j e c t  o n  t he i r  m ap .  

 

Th e  t a s k  g r o up s  w ere  l e f t  t o  pe r f o r m  th e  t a sks  f re e l y  w i t h  a n  

e l e me n t  o f  f u n  in  t he i r  o wn  s pa ce  ( S in gh  1 9 96 : 1 3)  a nd  t he  

r e sea rc he r  s a t  b ack  an d  wa t c he d  t he m  i n  th e i r  i n t e r ac t i on  an d 

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  t he  p r oc es s  (Ma sc a re n ha s  1 99 1 :1 3 ) .  The  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  we re  o b se r ve d  d u r i n g  t a sk  g r o u ps  an d  p le na r y  s e s s i on s .  

Th e  f oc u s  wa s  on  th e  v a r i a b l e s  su c h  a s  g r ou p  se a t i n g  a r ra n ge me n t s  

an d  pa t t e r n ,  i n t e r ac t i on  a lo n g  ge nde r  l ine s ,  l e ve l  o f  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  
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se n se  o f  o wn e r sh ip  a nd  r e sp o n s i b i l i t y  a mo n g  th e  pa r t i c i pa n t s ,  a n d  

o bse r va nc e  o f  ge ne r ic  m ee t i n g  p roc ed u re s  o n  t he  one  han d ,  an d  

t h e i r  r e l a t i o ns h ip  w i t h  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  g r o u p  me mb e rs  o n  t he  o t he r .  

O b se r va nce  o f  cu l t u ra l  no r m s  a n d  p ro t oc o l s  wa s  a l s o  ob se r ve d  i n  

r e l a t i on  t o  th e  g ro up s ’  pa r t i c i pa t i on  en v i r o nm en t .   

 

I n  the  s e c o n d  m e e t i n g ,  he l d  o n  1 3  Nov e m be r  2 0 0 8 ,  a  t r an se c t  wa l k  

w as  t a ke n  t o  t he  m ap pe d  v i l l a ge  a n d  t he  t w o  p ro po se d  p ro j e c t  s i t e s  

p l o t t e d  on  th e  m ap s  in  the  p r e vi ou s  me e t in g .  Th e  g ro up  wa s  a s ke d  

t o  p o i n t  o u t  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  f ea t u re s  r e f l e c t ed  in  t he  m a ps  

d ra wn  d u r in g  m a p p i n g  se s s i on  ( P ho to gra p h  3 . 1 )  a s  t he i r  t a s k  

( Ma sc a re n ha s  1 9 9 1 : 12 ) .  D u r i n g  t he  t ra n se c t  wa l k  th e y  w e re  a ske d  

t o  i de n t i f y  t he  f o l lo wi n g  a re as  o f  i n t e r e s t :  

( a )  S i mi la r  p ro j e c t s  th a t  m i gh t  p ose  m a r ke t i n g  co mp e t i t i o n .  

( b )  W at e r  so urc e s  a va i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  en vi sage d  p ro j e c t .   

( c )  P r o x i m i t y  t o  re s i de n t i a l  s i t e s .  

( d )  A c ce ss ib i l i t y  t o  pu b l i c  roa ds  f o r  ea s y  t r a n sp o r t a t i o n  t o  

m a r ke t s .  

( e )  A c ce ss ib i l i t y  t o  e l e c t r i c i t y  su pp l y  po i n t s  f o r  p ro j ec t  en e r g y  

r e q u i re me n t s .  

( f )  P o ss i b le  co n t am in a t io n  o f  co mm u ni t y  w a t e r .  

( g )  S e cu r i t y  o f  t he  p r o j ec t .  

( h )  T he  i mp ac t  o f  t he  e n v i sa g ed  p r o j ec t  o n  t he  l oc a l  

e n v i ro n me nt .   

A s  t he y  we re  e n ga ge d  i n  t he  i n f o r ma t i on  ga th e r i n g ,  d i s cu s s i o ns  an d  

a r gum en ts  o ve r  the  ma p pe d  a s pe c t s ,  t he  r e se a r ch e r  a s  pa r t  o f  t he  

t r an se c t ,  o b se r ve d  t h e  i n t e rac t io n  a n d  p a r t i c i pa t i on  o f  t he  m e m be rs  

an d  l i s t e ne d  an d  a ske d  so me  q ue s t i o ns  t o  g u id e  t h e  l ea r n i n g  p r o ce s s  

o n  t he  o t he r  (Ma sca re n ha s  1 9 91 : 1 2 ) .  
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Pho tograph 3 . 1 :  One  par t  o f  the  youth  group on  a  tr ansec t  walk  

 

 

 

A f t e r  the  t r an sec t  wa l k ,  th e  t a s k  g ro u ps  c o n ve r ge d  i n  a  p l e n a r y  

s e s s i on  wh er e  the y  t a s ke d  t he mse l ve s  t o  b ra i ns t o rm  i n  t he i r  

s e p a ra t e  s e s s i on s  b e t wee n  t he  m e e t in gs ,  on  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  i s su es .  

Th ese  i s sue s  in c l ude d  ob j ec t i ve s ,  p r o j e c t  na me ,  m em be r s h i p  

a f f i l i a t io n  an d  su b sc r i p t i o n  f ee s ,  l a b ou r  h ou rs  c om mi t me n t  pe r  ea c h  

me m be r ,  a n d  t he  b en e f i t s  e ac h  me mb e r  w ou l d  be  e n t i t l e d  to ,  an d  

r e p o r t i n g  p roc e du re s .  I n  t he  th i r d  m ee t i n g  he l d  b y  t he  yo u t h  g r o u p  

o n  2 1  N o ve m be r  20 0 8 ,  twe n t y - o ne  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a t t e n d ed .  E ac h  t a s k  

g r o u p  c o n s i s t ed  o f  s e ve n  pa r t i c ip a n t s .  Ea c h  t a s k  g ro up  s u b mi t t e d  i t s  

p r o p osa l s  f ro m th e i r  r e s pe c t i v e  de c i s i o n s .   

 

U n l ike  i n  t he  ca se  o f  t he  you t h  g ro up ,  t he  e ld e r l y  g r o u p  co u ld  no t  

be  e n g a ge d  i n  PRA  t e chn iq ues  pe r  s e .  The  g r o up ’ s  c on d i t i o n s  d i d  

n o t  a p pe a r  co nd uc iv e  t o  a n y  l e n gt h y  exe rc i s e  suc h  a s  ma p p i n g  an d  

t r an sa c t  wa l k s .  How e ve r ,  t he  g r ou p  was  o b se r v ed  w hi le  e n ga ge d  i n  
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a  n or m a l  c o mm un i t y  g r o up  me e t i n g  s o  t ha t  t h e i r  g ro up  i n t e rn a l  

en v i r o nm e n t  m i gh t  b e  s t ud i e d .  The  g r o u p  wa s  t he n  o b se rv e d  i n  t wo  

me e t i n g  s e s s i o ns ,  he ld  o n  19  N o ve m be r  2 00 8  a nd  o n  26  Fe br u a r y  

2 0 0 9 .  Du r i n g  t he  ob se r va t i on ,  t he  g ro up ’ s  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

en v i r o nm e n t  wa s  l o o ke d  i n t o ,  e sp ec ia l l y  i n  re s p ec t  o f  a s pe c t s  suc h 

a s  g r o u p  s i ze ,  m ee t i n g  ve nu e s ,  s e a t in g  a r ra n ge m e nt s  a n d  pa t t e r n ,  

an d  me e t i n g  p ro ce du r e s .    

   

 

3 . 6 . 2  G r o up  in t e r v i e ws  

 

Twe l v e  c o mm un i t y  i n t e r e s t  g r ou p s  a n d  tw o  co mm u ni t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u re s  we re  i n te r v ie wed .  T he  g r ou ps  

pa r t i c ip a t ed  i n  t he  i n te r v i e w s  th r ou gh  th e i r  r e s pe c t i v e  c o m mi t t e e s .  

Th e  c om p os i t i on  o f  t he  g r ou ps  v a r i e d  f r om  gr o u p  t o  g r o up .  The  

n um be r s  r an ge d  f ro m  f i v e  to  n i ne  wi th  a ve ra ge  o f  s e ve n  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  pe r  g ro u p .  A  t o t a l  o f  9 9  pa r t i c i pa n t s  t o ok  pa r t  in  t he  

i n te r v i ew s .  An  i n t e r v i e w  sc he d u l e  wa s  use d  a s  a n  i n t e r v ie w  t o o l .  

Th e  que s t i on s  wer e  po se d  t o  th e  g r ou p  a nd  t he  pa r t i c ip a n t s  we re  

a l l o wed  to  f re e l y  d i s c u s s  t he  i s s ues  a nd  com e  u p  wi th  an swe r s .  

H o we ve r ,  so me  i nd i v i d ua l s  c o u l d  rea d i l y  g i ve  an swe r s  wi t h o u t  

co ns u l t i n g  w i t h  o t he r  pa r t i c i pa n t s .  The  f ac i l i t a t o r  a l l o we d  f r ee  

i n te ra c t i o n  a mo n g t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  in  o r de r  t o  p r o mo te  ope nn e ss  

ne e d ed  f o r  r i g o r ou s  r e sp o n ses .   

 

Th e  f o l l o wi n g  a re  ex a m pl e s  o f  t he  a b s t r ac t s  o f  th e  q u es t io ns  

ad mi n i s t e re d  d u r i n g  t he  i n te r v ie w s :  g r o u p  de m o g ra p h ic s ,  s i ze ,  

de ve l op me nt  a c t i v i t i e s ,  na t u r e  o f  m em be rs h i p ,  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nka ge  s t r uc tu re s ,  a nd  pa r t i c ip a n t s ’  e m p o we r m ent .  

F o r  mo re  i n f o r ma t i o n ,  s ee  ap p en d i x  2 .  Th e  a n swe r s  t o  t he  q u es t io ns  

w er e  re co r de d  o n  t he  i n t e r v ie w  sc he d u l e ’ s  a n s wer  s he e t .  I n  so me  

ca se s  a dd i t i on a l  s h ee t s  we r e  p r o v i de d  t o  c ap t u r e  a l l  t he  

r e s po nd e n t s ’  r e sp on se s .   
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Th e  sam pl e d  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  va r i e d  ac c o r d i n g  t o  f a rm in g  

co mm o di t i e s  s uc h  a s  f i e ld  c r op s  ( so r ghu m an d  m a i ze ) ,  p ou l t r y  

(b r o i l e r s  a nd  l a ye rs )  a n d  o t he r  c ro p s  ( v e ge t a b l e s  a n d  da i r y ) .  

Ma k h ud u t ha m a ga  S o r gh um  P r o d uc e rs  A s soc ia t i o ns  ( M A SO P A )  an d 

E l l i a s  M o ts wa le d i  Yo u t h  U m b re l l a  O r ga n i sa t i o n  ( E MY U O) 

co ns t i t u te d  the  s a m p le  o f  co m m un i t y  o r ga n i sa t i ona l  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re s .  The  ab o ve  c om m u n i t y  g r o u p  c a t e go r i e s ,  c o mm u ni t y  

i n te re s t  g r o up s  and  c om mu ni t y  o r gan i sa t i o na l  l in k a ge  s t ru c t u re s  

w er e  bas i c a l l y  t he  s a m e .  Th e  o n l y  d i f f e r enc e  wa s  t h a t  t he y  we re  

co ns t i t u te d  o f  i n d i v i d ua l  a nd  re p re se n ta t i ve  me m b er s  re spe c t i ve l y .  

 

Th e  g r o u ps  pa r t i c ip a t ed  i n  th e  s tu d y a s  f o c us  g r ou ps  in  t ha t  t he y  

ha d  c om mo n  c h a ra c te r i s t i c s  a nd  t h e y  pa r t i c i pa te d  i n  co l l ec t i ve  

ac t i v i t i e s  ( G re e f f  2 0 0 5 : 2 99 ) .  The  g r o u p s  we re  a s ke d  to  p r o v i d e  t he  

s tu d y  wi t h  i n f o rm a t i o n  re ga r d i n g  th e  na tu r e  o f  t he i r  g r ou ps ,  an d  t he  

me m be r s h ip  s i ze s  an d  t he i r  de mo gr a p h i c  c om p o s i t i on .  The  g r o u p s  

w er e  a ske d  t o  p r o v i de  i n f o rma t io n  r e ga r d in g  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  

en v i r o nm e n t  wi t h in  th e i r  o r ga n i sa t i on s .  The y  we re  a l so  a ske d  t o  

p r o v id e  i n f o r ma t i on  o n  h o w  t he y  co m m u ni ca t ed  a mo n g t hem se l ve s  

an d  wi t h  o t he r  e x t e r n a l  ro le  p l a ye r s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t o  p r o v i de  a  

ba c k g r ou n d  be f o r e  t he  p a r t i c i pa t i on  a n d  t he  wa y  t he y  p e rc e i ve d  

t h em se l ve s  t he re a f t e r .   

 

 

3 . 6 . 3  D oc ume n t  s t u d y  

 

H a v i n g  in te r v i e wed  the  c om m un i t y  d e v e l opm e n t  g r ou p s ,  t he i r  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  d o cu m e nt s  we re  r e v i e w ed .  Th e  d o cu m e nt  s t ud y  wa s  

co nd uc t ed  to  l o o k  i n to  t h e  n a t u re  o f  t he  g r o u ps  a n d  t he i r  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  en v i r o nm en t .  The  r e vi e w  f oc used  on  t he  g ro u p  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i ro nme nt  a nd  p roc e du re s .  Th e  d oc um e n t s  ke p t  b y  

t h e  o r g an i sa t i on s  a s  p r i m ar y  da t a  so u rc es  o f  g r ou p  p r oce e d in gs  

s uc h  a s  s t a t u t e s ,  me m b e rs h ip  a pp l i c a t i on  f o rms  a nd  m i n u te s ,  we re  

r e vi e we d  t o  g a t he r  d a t a  f o r  a s se s sm e n t  o f  the  g r ou p s  o n  va r io us  
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as p ec t s  ( S t r yd o m & De l po r t  20 05 a : 31 5 ) .   

 

Th e  s t a tu te s  we re  r e vi e we d  to  l o ok  i n to  t he i r  p r o v is i on s  f o r  f r ee  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .  T he  me m be r sh ip  a pp l i ca t i on  f o rm s  we re  re v i ewe d  t o  

ga th e r  d a t a  r e ga r d i n g  mot i ves  b eh i nd  p a r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  g r o u ps  b y  

co mm u ni t y  me m be r s .  F r o m  t he  mi nu te s  t h e  s t u d y s o u gh t  t o  

e s t ab l i sh  t he  p ro ce d u re s  a nd  no rm s  ap p l i ed  i n  me e t i n gs  i n  re l a t i o n  

t o  h ow  p eo p le  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  g ro up  de c i s i o n -m a k in g  p r oc es se s .  The  

r e co r d i n g  i n  t he  m i n u t e s  wer e  l o oke d  in to  i n  o r de r  t o  e s t ab l i s h  w h a t  

t r an sp i re d  i n  the  g ro u ps ’  m ee t i n gs  i n  re l a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  o f  t he  

me m be r s .  A l l  w ha t  was  o bse r ve d  w as  re co rde d  o n  t h e  spa ce  

p r o v id e d  on  t he  s che du l e .   

 

 

3 . 6 . 4  I n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r v i ew s  

 

S em i - s t ru c t u re d  a n d  i n - de p th  i n t e r v ie w s  we re  c o nd uc te d  t o  ge ne ra te  

i n f o rm a t i o n  r e ga r d i n g  t h e  i n t e r na l  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  e n v i ro nme nt  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de ve l op me nt  g r o up s .  The  pa r t i c i pa n t s  in  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u ps  we re  i n t e r v ie wed .  An  i n t e r v ie w  sc he d u l e  was  u sed  a s  a  da ta  

co l l ec t i on  t o o l .  T he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  we re  a s ke d  que s t i ons  ab ou t  the i r  

de mo g ra ph i c s ,  in f o r m a t i o n  ab ou t  t he i r  g r o u p s ,  g ro up  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

en v i r o nm e n t ,  th e i r  pa r t i c i p a t io n  i n  t he  g r o u p s ,  t he i r  p o s i t io ns  a n d  

r o l e s  in  t he  g r o ups ,  m e e t in g  p r oc edu re s  o f  th e i r  g ro u p s ,  be ne f i t s  

f ro m  t he i r  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  t he  g r o u p s ,  t he i r  v i e w o n  t he i r  

em po we rm en t ,  e t c .  F o r  a n  ex am pl e  o f  t he  s c he du l e ,  s ee  a p pe n d i x  3 .  

I n  so me  c ase s  ad d i t i o na l  sh ee t s  o f  p ape r  we re  u se d  t o  re c o r d  e x t ra  

da ta .  

 

Twe n t y -e i g h t  m em ber s  o f  c o mm u ni t y  i n t e re s t  g r o up s  we re  

i n d i v i d ua l l y  i n te r v i e we d  t o  me as u re  t he i r  l e ve l  o f  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

g r o u p  de c i s io n- m ak i n g  p roc es se s .  The  i n t e r v ie w s  a l so  so u gh t  t o  

e s t ab l i sh  t he  g r o up s ’  i n t e rna l  pa r t i c i pa t i on  e n vi r on m en t  t ha t  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  e nc ou n t e r ed  i n  t he i r  r e sp ec t i ve  g r o u ps .  The  
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pa r t i c ip a n t s  we re  a sk ed  q ue s t i o n s  t o  m ea s u re  h o w  t he y  pa r t i c i pa t e d  

i n  p la n n i n g  a nd  d ec i s i o n- ma k i n g p r oce s ses  i n  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  p r o gr am me s .  The y  we r e  a l so  a ske d  ab ou t  the i r  

pe rc ep t i o ns  o n  t he  l e a d e r sh ip  r o l e  i n  t he i r  g r o up s .  Th e  r e s po nse s  

w er e  re co rde d  in  i n t e r v ie w sc he d u l e .   

 

 

3 . 7  D A TA A NA LY S I S  

 

Th e  t wo - f o l d  app r oa ch  whi c h  e mb rac e s  da ta  c o l l e c t i on  a n d  

p re l i m i n a r y  a na l ys i s  wa s  ap p l i e d  i n  t he  a na l y s i s  o f  t he  c o l l e c t e d  

q ua l i t a t i v e  d a t a .  A s  De  Vo s  ( 20 05 b :3 35 )  a r g ue s  th a t  co n t r a r y  t o  

t r ad i t i o na l  s t u d y,  th e  q ua l i t a t i ve  a pp r oac h  i n vo l ve s  an  i n se pa rab le  

r e l a t i on sh ip  be t we en  da ta  c o l l e c t io n  a n d  da t a  an a l ys i s .  The  p re se n t  

s tu d y  a p p l i e d  t h e  ap p roa ch  t o  a l l o w c ohe re n t  i n te g ra t io n  o f  da ta  

co l l ec t i on  wi t h  da ta  a na l ys i s .  Th e  a na l y s i s  o f  t he  da ta  wa s  

co nd uc t ed  c o n t in u a l l y  t h r o u gh o u t  da ta  co l l ec t i on  u n t i l  t h e  en d  o f  

t h e  p r o ce s s .   

 

Th e  s tu d y  ap p l i e d  t he  l o g ic  o f  ana l y t i c  i n s te a d  o f  en u me ra t i ve  

i n d uc t i on  (Ne um an  20 0 3 :3 3) .  The  s e t s  o f  da ta  we re  c o de d  an d 

o r g an i se d  i n to  co n ce p t ua l  c a t e g or i e s  t o  c re a t e  the me s .  M os t  o f  t he  

ca t e go r i e s  we re  p r e -o r ga n i se d  i n  th e  da ta  c o l l e c t io n  t o o l .  S i nce  t he  

da ta  wa s  i n i t i a l l y  o r ga n i se d  in t o  p re l i m ina r y  co nc ep t ua l  ca t e go r i e s ,  

t h e  an a l ys i s  wa s  a d va nc e d  t o  ax i a l  c o d i n g  wh e r e  th e  da ta  wa s  

ge ne r a t e d  in t o  t hem e s ,  a nd  i dea s  a n d  co n ce p t s  t ha t  m ak e  se n se  t o  

t h e  re sea rc h  a s s um pt i o n  ge n e r a t e d  i n  ch a p t e r  one  o f  t he  s tu d y.  

D es p i t e  t he  p re - o r ga n i sa t i on  o f  t h e  d a t a  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  be f o re  t he  

da ta  co l l ec t i o n ,  som e  ne w  c a te go r ie s  e me r ge d .  S uc h  ca te go r ie s  we re  

de ma rc a t e d  ( De  Vo s  20 05 b : 34 3 )  i n t o  t he m e s  suc h  a s  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t ,  s ea t in g  p a t t e r n ,  cu l t u ra l  no rm s ,  ge n d e r  i n t e g ra t i o n ,  

l e a de r sh i p  r o l e ,  a nd  se nse  o f  re sp o ns i b i l i t y  an d  ow ne r sh i p .  A l l  t he  

t h em es  we re  s e l ec t i ve l y  l o o ke d  i n t o  f r o m  t he  f o u r  d a t a  s o u rc es  t o  

ma ke  co mp a r i so ns  b e t wee n  t he  ca se s .  T he  l a s t  pa r t  o f  t he  an a l y t i c  
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p r o ce s s  was  s e le c t i ve  c o d i n g,  a n d  a  co mp a r i so n  be t we en  ca ses  wa s  

ma de  (Neu ma n  20 0 3 :4 41 - 4 4 4) .   

 

Th e  da ta  c o l l e c te d  f ro m  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  o b se r va t io n  wa s  

de ma rc a t e d  in t o  ca t e go r ie s  a nd  t he mes  a cc o rd in g  t o  t he  be h a v io u r s  

an d  pe r f o rm anc e s  o f  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s .  T he  va r i ab le s  wer e  c om pa re d  

be twe e n  c om m u n i t y  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  an d  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re s .   Ta b l e  3 . 2  g i ve s  th e  a na l y t i c  t ab u la t i on  o f  t he  da ta  f rom  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  ob se rv a t io n  ba sed  o n  the  ge ne ra te d  c a te go r i e s  a n d  

t h em es  f r om t he  d a t a .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 94 

 

Table  3 . 2 :  Ana ly t i c  tabu la t i on  o f  da ta  f rom par t ic ipant s  

observa t ion  on  mee t ing  procedures  and  par t ic i pa t i on   

M e e t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n :  P a r t i c i p a n t s  o b s e r v a t i o n  

You t h  G r oup  E l d e r l y  G r oup  

1
s t  

mee t i n g  

2
n d
  

M e e t i n g  

3
r d
 

me e t i n g  

Fa c t o r  

M a p p i n g  T r a n s e c t  P l e n a r y  p l e n a r y  

1
s t
 

me e t i n g  

2
n d
 

me e t i n g  

M e e t i n g  

v e n u e  

H a l l  F i e l d  H a l l  F i e l d  T r e e  T r e e  

S e a t i n g  

e q u i p m e n t  

C h a i r s  F i e l d  C h a i r s  H a l l  S t o n e s  S t o n e s  

S e a t i n g  

p a t t e r n  

C i r c u l a r  F i e l d  C l a s s -

r o o m  

C l a s s -

r o o m  

C i r c u l a r  C i r c u l a r  

S e x  

i n t e g r a t i o n  

M i x  M i x  M i x  M i x  A p a r t  A p a r t  

5  5  S p e a k i n g  

c o n d i t i o n /  

c u l t u r e  

N o n e  N o n e  N o n e  N o n e  

2 :  W o m e n  

3 :  M e n  

M e e t i n g  

e n v i r o n m e n t  

I n f o r m a l /  

o p e n  

O p e n  O p e n  I n f o r m a

l /  o p e n  

F o r m a l /  

c l o s e d  

F o r m a l

/  

c l o s e d  

A g e n d a  i n  

m e e t i n g s  

1   1  1  1  1  

C o m m o n  

a g e n d a  i t e m  

W e l c o m e  
&  

i n t r o d u c t i o

n  

 W e l c o m e  
&  

i n t r o d u c t

i o n  

W e l c o m e  W e l c o m e  &  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  

W e l c o m
e  

G r o u p  s i z e  1 7  2 1  2 1  2 1  4 2  2 8  

R e s p o n s i b i l i

t y  

3  3  1  1  1  0  

O w n e r s h i p  1  1  1  1    

R e f e r e n c e  t o  

s t a t u t e s  

N / A  N / A  N / A  N e w l y  

d e v e l o p

e d  

N o n e  N o n e  

M e m b e r s h i p  

f e e  
R 4 0  &  R 1 0  

 

 

 

 

Th e  da ta  wa s  c omp ut e d  o n  a  sp re ad s hee t  t o  g ene ra te  i n f o rm a t io n  

r e ga r d i n g  t he  p e r ce n t a ge s  o f  c om m u n i t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  a n d  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nk a ge  s t ru c t u re s  a s  w e l l  a s  t he  pe rc en ta ge  o f  t he  

i n te re s t  g r ou p s  t h a t  pa r t i c ip a t e d  in  o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re s .  Ta b l e  3 . 3  g i ve s  th e  t ab u la t io n  o f  t he  g ro up  p e rc e n ta ge s  

i n  t he  s am pl ed  g r ou ps .  
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Table  3 . 3 :  Breakdown  of  da ta  f rom groups ’  i n terv i ews  according  

to  gr oup ca tegor i e s  

Group No 
Interest 
groups 

Interest groups 
participating in linkage 

structures 
Linkage structures 

1   1 

2 1 1  

3 1   

4 1 1  

5 1 1  

6 1   

7 1   

8 1   

9 1   

10 1   

11 1 1  

12 1 1  

13 1 1  

14   1 

15 1   

16 1   

TOTAL 14 6 2 

% 87.5 37.5 12.5 

 

 

 

Th e  q ua n t i t a t i v e  d a t a  i n  re s p ec t  o f  co m m un i t y  g r ou p  me m ber sh ip ’s  

co mp o s i t io n  wa s  c o m pu te d  o n  a  s p rea ds he e t  t o  ge n e ra t e  m em ber sh ip  

a ve r a ge s  a n d  pe rc en t a ges  be t we en  c o mm uni t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u ps  a n d  

co mm u ni t y  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u r e s .  T he  c om pa r i s o n  wa s  

d o n e  be twe e n  c o mm un i t y  in t e re s t  g r o u p s  a nd  co mm u ni ty  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nk a ge  s t ruc t u re s .  Ta b l e  3 . 4  i l l u s t ra te s  t he  

co mp a ra t i ve  a na l y s i s  o f  me mb e rs h ip  s i ze s  a n d  c om po s i t io n  be twe e n  

t h e  c om mu ni t y ’ s  i n t e r e s t  g r o ups  a n d  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re s .   
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Tabl e  3 . 4 :  A  compara t i ve  ana l ys i s  o f  dat a  f rom groups ’  

in t erv i ews  on  group  member sh ip  s i ze s  and gender  compos i t i on  

Comparative group membership analysis 

Interest Group Organisational Linkage Structure Groups 

Membership size and gender 

composition 

Membership size and gender 

composition 

 
Number of 

participants Females Males 

Number of 

participants Females Males 

1 154 129 25       

2 15 13 2       

3 13 7 5       

4 14 11 3       

5 13 10 3       

6 3 3         

7 9 6 3       

8 10 8 2       

9 9 7 2       

10 74 52 22       

11 22 17 5       

12 74 47 27       

13       16 5 11 

14       6 4 2 

Total 410 310 99 22 9 13 

Min 3 3 2 6 4 2 

Max 154 129 27 16 5 11 

Average 34 26 9 11 5 7 

%  75.6 24.14  40.9 59.1 

 

 

H a v i n g  re a l i s e d  t ha t  the re  wa s  a  h u ge  d i f f e re nc e  b e t wee n  t he  

m i n i mu m,  m ax im um  an d  t he  a ve ra ge s  o f  pa r t i c i pa n t s  i n  c o mm u ni t y  
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i n te re s t  g r ou ps ,  th e  a na l ys i s  o f  the  d a t a  co l l ec te d  f r om  t he  

co mm u ni t y  i n te re s t  g r o u p  c a t e g o r y  wa s  c a r r i e d  o u t  to  e s t a b l i s h  t he  

r e la te d  f a c t o r s .  The  n um be rs  o f  p a r t i c i pa n t s  f r om the  gr o up s  th a t  

pa r t i c ip a t ed  i n  t he  m a j o r  a g r i c u l t u ra l  s e c t o rs  i n  t he  s t u dy  a r ea  we re  

co mp a re d  us i n g  a  sp re ad sh ee t  f o r mu la .  Ta b le  3 . 5  i l l u s t ra t e s  t he  

va r i a t io n  o f  g ro u p  s i ze s  on  t he  b as i s  o f  f a rmi n g  c o m mo d i t i e s .   

 

 

Tabl e  3 . 5 :  Communi ty  group s i ze s  per  farming  commodi t i e s  

Number of participants per commodity group 

Groups Field crop Poultry Others   

  3 154 13 16   

  3 74 14 15   

  3 22 3 13   

  3 74 9 6   

  1   10     

  1   9     

Total 14 324 58 50 = 432 

Minimum group size 22 3 6  

Maximum group size 154 14 16  

Average group size 81 10 13  

% 75 13.46 11.57  

 

 

 

Th e  da ta  c o l l e c t e d  f rom  t he  i n t e r v ie w s  o f  c om m u n i t y  g r o u ps  wa s  

en te re d  in t o  a  s p rea d she e t  o n  t he  b as i s  o f  th e i r  ca t ego r ie s  an d  

co mp u te d  t o  ge ne ra te  in te rp re t ab l e  in f o rm a t i o n  a b out  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t  in  th e  g r o u p s .  Ta b l e  3 . 6  p re se n t s  t he  t a bu l a t i o n  o f  t he  

co mp u te d  da ta .  
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Table  3 . 6 :  Ana ly t i c  tabu la t i on  o f  dat a  f rom communi t y  groups ’  

in t erv i ews  on  me t ing  procedures  and par t ic ipa t i on   

Meeting Procedures and participation: Groups interviews 

Groups 
Adherence 

to statutes 

Use of 

agenda 

in 

meetings 

"Welcome 

remarks" as 

mechanism to 

promote 

participation 

Informal 

meeting 

situation as 

participatory 

environment 

Responsibility 

and ownership 

Empowerment 

from group 

participation 

Total 

points 

per 

group 

(/6) 

Other methods of 

generating 

participation 

1 1 1 1   1 1 5   

2 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 Roll call check 

3       1   1 2   

4 1 1 1   1 1 5 

Fine to non-

participants 

5   1 1 1 1   4 

Sequential 

speaking 

6 1 1 1       3   

7 1 1 1 1     4 

R20 fine for 

intimidation and 

ridicule 

8       1     1   

9       1 1 1 3   

10   1 1 1 1 1 5   

11   1 1 1 1 1 5   

12   1 1       2   

13   1       1 2   

14 1 1 1     1 4 

Rotating 

chairpersonship 

Total 6 11 10 8 7 9 

% 42.86 78.6 71.4 57.14 50 64.29 

6:1, 5:4, 4:3, 3:2, 2:3, 

1:1,  

 

 

 

Th e  da ta  c o l l e c t e d  f r om  t he  re vi e w  o f  t he  g r ou p s ’  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  

d oc u m en t s  wa s  c om pu t e d  o n  a  s p re ad she e t  t o  ge ne r a t e  i n f o rm a t io n  

o n  t he  g r ou ps ’  i n te rn a l  pa r t i c i pa t i on  e n v i r o nm e nt .  Ta b l e  3 . 7  g i ve s  

t h e  t abu la t i on  o f  t he  da ta .  
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Tabl e  3 . 7 :  Ana ly t i c  tabu la t i on  o f  dat a  f rom communi t y  groups ’  

document  r ev iews  on  mee t i ng  procedures  and par t ic i pat i on   

Organisational procedures: Community groups' Document reviews 

Groups 
Statutes 
kept 

Minutes 
kept 

Agenda 
items in 
minutes 

Participation 
in statutes 

Participation 
in minutes 

Membership 
form 

Social 
interaction 
as reason 

to 
participate 

"Welcome 
remarks" 
item in 
minutes 

Responsibility 
and ownership 
in minutes 

Total 
points 
per 
group 
(/9) 

1 1 1 1   1     1 1 6 

2                   0 

3                   0 

4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 9 

5   1 1   1     1   4 

6 1     1           2 

7 1 1 1         1 1 5 

8                   0 

9 1     1           2 

10                   0 

11                   0 

12         1         1 

13                   0 

14 1 1 1 1   1     1 6 

Total 6 5 5 4 4 2 1 4 4 

% 42.9 35.7 100 66.7 80 14.29 50 80 80 

9:1, 
6:2, 
5:1, 
4:1, 
2:2, 
1:1 

 

 

 

Th e  d a t a  c o l l e c te d  f r o m i n d i v i d ua l  i n te r v i ew s  o f  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  g r o up  m em be r s  wa s  c om pu t e d  o n  a  sp re ad sh ee t  t o  

ge ne r a t e  a ve r a ge s  o f  va r i a b l e s  suc h  a s  a ge ,  ge n de r ,  h igh es t  l e ve l  

ed uc a t i o n  b a se d  o n  t he  n u mb e r  o f  ye a r s  i n  s ch o o l i ng ,  an d  t he  

n um be r  o f  ye a rs  i n  g r ou p  pa r t i c i pa t io n .  Ta b l e  3 . 8  p r e se n t s  a n  

an a l y t i c  t a bu l a t i o n  an d  p roc e s s i n g  o f  the  da ta .  

 

 

 

 



 100 

 

 

 

Tabl e  3 . 8 :  An  ana ly t i c  tabu la t i on  o f  demograph ic  da t a  f rom 

ind iv i dua l  members   

Demographics of participants 

 
Group 

members 
Age Youth Women Men 

Highest 
Education 
(Grade) 

Number of years in 
group participation 

 1 57  1  0 10 

 2 40  1  11 5 

 3 46  1  4 5 

 4 39  1  11 5 

 5 60  1  5 2 

 6 44  1  12 12 

 7 48  1  10 12 

 8 58  1  7 12 

 9 47  1  7 12 

 10 44  1  11 12 

 11 46  1  10 12 

 12 46  1  10 5 

 13 33 1 1  11 5 

 14 33 1 1  11 5 

 15 49  1  5 2 

 16 47  1  7 18 

 17 43  1  12 18 

 18 47   1 12 1 

 19 62  1  3 14 

 20 39  1  12 10 

 21 50  1  7 1 

 22 63   1 0 1 

 23 49   1 15 1 

 24 49   1 7 6 

 25 48   1 15 4 

 26 42  1  12 1 

 27 42  1  11 3 

 28 68   1 1 20 

Total 28  2 22 6   

Min 33    0 1 

Max 68    15 20 

Average 48    9 8 

%  7.14 78.57 21.42   

 

 

Th e  da ta  c o l l ec t e d  f r om  t he  i nd i v i du a l  g ro u p  me mb e rs  on  t he i r  

r e a s on s  f o r  j o i n i ng  a n d  p a r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  c om mu n i t y  g r o u p s  wa s  

s o r t ed  i n t o  c a te go r ie s  a n d  ca p t u re d .  The  da t a  wa s  t he n  c o m p ut ed  o n  
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a  s p r ea ds he e t  t o  ca t e go r i s e  pa r t i c i p an t s  on  t he  ba s i s  o f  t he i r  

m o t i ve s  f o r  j o i n i n g  com m u ni t y  g r o u ps .  Ta b l e  3 .9  p re sen t s  t he  

an a l ys i s  o f  p a r t i c i pa n t s ’  m ot i ve  f o r  j o in i n g  c om m un i t y  g ro u ps .   

 

Table  3 . 9 :  The  mo t ives  f or  pe ople  t o  par t i c ipa te  in  communi t y  

gr oups  

Pa r t i c i p an t s  acco rd i ng  t o  t h e  ca t ego r i es  o f  mo t i ves  

I n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  

o t h e r s  

C o l l e c t i v e  

a c c e s s  t o  

s e r v i c e s  

S h a r i n g  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  

S e r v i c e  t o  

t h e  g r o u p s  
I n c om e  

F o o d  

s e c u r i t y  
O t h e r s  

 1  1  1  1  1  1  1  

 1  1  1  1  1  1  1  

 1  1  1   1  1   

 1  1  1   1    

 1  1  1      

  1       

  1       

To t a l  5  7  5  2  4  3  2  

%  17 . 9  25  17 . 9  7 . 1  1 4 . 3  10 . 7  7 . 1  

 

 

I n d i v i d u a l  g r ou p  me m be r s  were  a l so  a ske d  ab ou t  th e  n u m be r  o f  

ye a r s  t he y  h ad  spe n t  i n  t he i r  g r ou p s .  Th e  re s po nse s  we re  s o r t e d  an d  

ca t e go r i se d  ac c o r d i n g  t o  t he  f a r m i n g  c o m m o di t i e s  re a l i s e d  f rom  t he  

da ta .  The  d a t a  was  e n te re d  o n  a  sp r ea ds he e t  t o  ge ne ra te  i n f o rm a t i o n  

t h a t  co u ld  h e l p  i n  t he  in te rp r e t a t i o n  th e r e of .  Ta b le  3 . 1 0  g i ve s  t he  

t a bu la t i o n  o f  t h e  da ta  o n  t he  nu mbe r  o f  ye a r s  th e  pa r t i c ipa n t s  spe n t  

i n  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  com m un i t y  g r oup s .   
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Table  3 . 10 :  Number  o f  y ear s  o f  par t i c i pa t i on  in  communi t y  

gr oups  according  to  f arming  commodi t i e s    

Number  of  years  in  commodi ty  groups 

  

Field crop 

groups Poultry groups Others 

  2 10 12 

  18 5 5 

  18 5 1 

  1 2 12 

  14 12 1 

  10 12   

  1 12   

  1 12   

  6 5   

  4 5   

  1     

  3     

  20     

Minimum 1 2 1 

Average 8 8 7 

Maximum 20 12 12 

 

 

 

Th e  an a l ys i s  o f  t he  da ta  co l l ec te d  f rom  pa r t i c i pa n t s  wa s  c a r r i e d  ou t  

t o  ge ne ra te  i n f o r ma t i o n  i n  re spe c t  o f  ge n de r  com po s i t i o n  i n  

l e a de r sh i p  a nd  t he  l e n g th  o f  pe r i o d  t he y  spe n t  i n  t he i r  r e s p ec t i ve  

co mm u ni t y  g r o up s ’  l e a de r sh ip .  Th e  d a t a  was  c om pu te d  o n  a  

s p re ad s hee t .  Tab le  3 . 1 1  g i v es  t he  t ab u la t io n  o f  the  da ta .  
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Table  3 .1 1:  Tabu la t i on  o f  da ta  f rom indi v i dua l  member s ’  

in t erv i ews  on  l eadersh ip  i n  communi t y  groups  

Leadership in community groups 

Participant Leader Follower 
Years in 
leadership 

Male Female Youth 

              

1 1   7 1     

2 1   5   1   

3 1   5   1   

4 1   4   1   

5   1         

6 1   12   1   

7 1   11   1   

8 1   10   1   

9 1   11   1   

10   1         

11 1   7   1   

12 1   5   1   

13 1   5     1 

14 1   4     1 

15   1         

16 1   10   1   

17   1         

18 1   11 1     

19   1         

20 1   9   1   

21 1   10   1   

22 1   10 1     

23 1   9 1     

24 1   4 1     

25   1   1     

26 1   10   1   

27 1   3   1   

28 1   17 1     

              

Total 22 6 179 7 14 2 

Total       
 
21   

Minimum     3       

Average     8       

Maximum     17       

% 78.5 21.4   33.3 66.6 9.5 
 

Th e  da ta  s e t  co l l ec t e d  f r om  i nd i v i dua l  g r ou p  m e m be r’ s  i n t e r v ie w s  

w as  a l so  e n te re d  o n  a  sp re ad sh ee t  t o  ge n e r a t e  re l e van t  i n f o rm a t i o n  
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ba sed  on  a  nu mb e r  o f  va r i ab l e s  t o  e s t ab l i sh  t he  na tu re  o f  t he  

i n te rna l  g r o u ps ’  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  e n v i r on me nt  f o r  p eop le  

em po we rm en t .  Ta b l e  3 . 2  g i ve s  t he  t a bu l a t i on  o f  t he  c om pu t ed  d a t a .  

 

Tabl e  3 . 12 :  Ana ly t i c  t abu la t ion  o f  data  f rom i nd iv idua l  

gr oup  member s ’  i n ter v i ews  on mee t i ng  procedure s  and 

par t ic i pa t i on   

Meeting Procedures: Individual Group Members interviews 

Members 
Agenda 
in 

meetings 

Agenda 
drafted 
by 

members 

Informal 
meeting 

Environment 

Responsibility 
and 

ownership 

Empow
erment 

Total 
points per 
participant  

Factors 
promoting 
participation 

1 1 1 1 1 1 5 Commitment 

2 1 1 1     3 
Few 
participants 

3 1 1 1 1   4 
Few 
participants 

4 1 1 1 1   4 Free situation 

5 1         1 Commitment 

6 1 1 1 1 1 5 Commitment 

7 1 1 1 1 1 5 Equality 

8 1 1 1 1 1 5 Commitment 

9 1 1 1 1 1 5 Familiarity 

10 1     1 1 3 
Free 
environment. 

11 1 1 1     3 Familiarity  

12 1 1 1     3 Fostering 

13 1 1 1     3 Familiarity 

14 1 1 1     3 
Few 
participants 

15 1 1 1   1 4 Youth 

16 1 1     1 3 
Welcome 
remarks 

17 1     1 1 3 Commitment 

18 1 1   1   3 
Welcome 
remarks 

19 1   1 1 1 4 
Regular 
meetings 

20 1 1 1   1 4 
Free 
environment 

21 1 1 1 1 1 5 Trust 

22 1 1       2 
Free 
environment 

23 1 1 1 1   4 Commitment 

24 1 1 1     3 Commitment 

25 1     1 1 3 Familiarity 

26 1 1 1 1 1 5 
Regular 
meetings 

27 1 1 1     3 
Free 
environment 

28 1 1 1 1 1 5 Commitment 

Total 28 23 21 16 15 

% 100 82.1 75 57.14 53.6 
5:8, 4:6, 3:12, 2:1, 1:1 
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Th e  da ta  c o l l e c t e d  f rom  t he  f o u r  da t a  s ou rce s  wa s  c o m pa r ed  f o r  t he  

ve r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  f i n d in gs  f ro m  t h e  va r i o us  so u r ce s  o f  da ta .  The  

t r i a n gu la t i o n  o f  t he  d a t a  f ro m  t h e  f o u r  d a t a  c o l l e c t i on  s ou rce s  ha s  

be e n  t ab u la t ed  i n  Ta b l e  3 . 13 .  

 

Table  3 . 13 :  Tr iangula t ion  o f  da ta  f rom four  da ta  source s  

 
Participants 
observation 

Groups 
interviews 

Documents 
reviews 

Individual 
members 
interviews 

Participation as an end  71.4% 66.7% 82.1% 

Participation costs R40 & R10  R50 & R10  

Social interaction   50% 17.9% 

Collective access to 
services    25% 

Information sharing    17.9% 

Responsibility & 
ownership 100% 50% 80% 57.1% 

Empowerment  64.3  53.57% 

Interest group 100% 87.5%   

Organisational linkage 
structure  12.5% 12.5%  

Group size 17 & 42 3-154   

Women in groups  75.6  78.6 

Cultural influence  
Elderly 
meetings    

Statutes in groups  42.9% 42.90%  

Agenda in meetings 100% 78.6% 35.7% 100% 

Welcome remarks as 
mechanism to promote 
participation 100% 71.4% 80%  

Informal meeting 
situation 100% 57.1%  75% 

Overall participation 
environment  35,7% 28.6% 50% 

 

 

 

3 . 8  C O NC LU S I O N  

 

Th i s  c h ap t e r  h as  ad d re s sed  t h e  m e t h ods  u se d  a s  pa r t  o f  th e  re sea rc h  

de s i gn  f o r  t he  s t u dy .  The  ch o ic e  o f  t h e  me th od s  h as  be en  e x p l a i ne d  

an d  j u s t i f i e d .  T he  re su l t s  ge ne ra t e d  b y  t he se  re sea rc h  m e th o ds  

t h ro u g ho u t  th e  s t u dy  a r e  p re sen te d  i n  t he  n e x t  c h ap t e r .  The  f i n d in gs  

a r e  a l so  d i s cu s se d  in  t h e  ne x t  c ha p t e r .  
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CHAPTER 4  

 

 

PRESENTATION OF THE RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

 

4 . 1  IN TR O DU CTI O N 

 

Th i s  cha p t e r  p r e se n t s  t he  re su l t s  g en e ra t ed  b y  t h e  s t ud y  m e th o d s  

ex p l a i ne d  i n  th e  p re v io us  ch a p te r .  Th e  c ha p t e r  p re sen t s  t he  re su l t s  

o f  the  a na l y s i s  o f  t he  da ta  c o l l e c t ed  f r o m  va r i o us  c a t e g or i e s  o f  t he  

s tu d y  po p u la t io n .  I t  o u t l i ne s  t he  f i n d i n gs  ge n e r a t e d  f r om  t he  

o bse r va t i on  o f  par t i c i pa n t s  in  c omm un i t y  g r o u p  ac t i v i t i e s .  T he  

o u t c o me s  a re  f r om  o bse r va t i o n  o f  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i n  va r i o u s  g r ou p  

se t u ps .  The  va r i e t y  i nc lu ded  g r o u ps  f o r  t he  yo u t h ,  e l de r l y  m en  an d  

w o m en ,  a nd  pe op l e  wi t h  d i s a b i l i t y .  The  o bse r va t i on  wa s  a l s o  

ap p l i e d  ac ro s s  t h e  a ge  o f  the  g r ou ps  the m se l ve s .   

 

A pa r t  f ro m  th e  r e s u l t s  ge ne ra te d  f r o m  th e  ob se r v a t io n  o f  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s ,  t he  f i nd i n gs  f ro m  t he  r e v i e w  o f  a  n um b er  o f  

d oc u m en t s  k e p t  b y  c o m mu ni t y  i n t e re s t  g r o up s  a r e  a l so  p r e se n t ed  i n  

t h i s  s e c t io n .  Th e  s e c t i o n  a l so  de t a i l s  th e  r e su l t s  g en e r a t ed  f r om 

gr o u p  i n t e r v i e ws ,  a n d  i n te r v ie w s  c o nd u c t ed  w i th  t he  s a m pl e d  

i n d i v i d ua l  gr ou p  me m b er s .   

 

 

4 . 2  F IN D IN G S  FR OM  O B S ER VA TI O N  OF  P A R TI C I PA N TS  I N 

C OM M UN I TY IN TER ES T GR O U PS  

 

Th e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  we re  ob se r ved  wh en  pa r t i c ipa t in g  in  co mm uni t y  

g r o u p  ac t i v i t i e s .  T he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  w e re  e n ga ge d  i n  Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

R u r a l  A pp ra i s a l  me t h o ds .  T he  re su l t s  f o un d  f r om  t h e  da ta  c o l l e c t e d  

f ro m  th e  pa r t i c i p an t s  we re  s e gm en te d  in to  t hem e s  a nd  c a t e g o r i e s .  
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Th e  s tu d y  c o ve re d  a s p ec t s  suc h  a s  g r ou p  pa r t i c i pa t i on  e nv i r o nm en t .  

I t  a l so  o b se r ve d  t he  l e ve l  o f  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  a m o n g  th e  pa r t i c ipa n t s  

d u r i n g  pa r t i c i pa to ry  p r oc e s ses  su c h  a s  c o m m u ni t y  g ro u p  me e t i n gs .  

P a r t i c i pa n t s  we re  a l s o  o b se r ve d  u n de r  t wo  Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  R ur a l  

A p p ra i s a l  ( PR A )  t e ch n i qu e s .  i . e  a  ma p p i n g  e xe rc i s e  an d  a  t r a n se c t  

w a l k .  Th e  pa r t i c i p an t s  we r e  a l so  o b se r ve d  t o  e s ta b l i sh  a n  e le me n t  

o f  r e s po n s i b i l i t y  a n d  l e ve l  o f  en th u s ia s m t o  f i n d  so l u t io ns  f o r  t he  

p r o b le m s  a t  h a nd ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  s e nse  o f  o w ner sh ip  o f  th e  g r ou p  

ac t i v i t i e s  a m on g  t he  pa r t i c i pan t s .  Th e  f i r s t  g r o up  wa s  o b se r ved  

u n d e r  PR A e xe r c i s e s .  

 

 

4 . 2 . 1  P a r t i c i pa t o r y  Ru ra l  A pp r a i s a l  ( PR A )  o n  p eo p le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  

 

A s  d i s c us sed  i n  th e  p r e v i o us  c ha p te r ,  th e  ob se r va t i on  o f  g r o u p  

en v i r o nm e n t  was  do n e  on  t wo  d i ve rse  c om m u n i t y  i n te re s t  g r o u ps ,  

t h e  y o u t h  a n d  t he  e l de r l y  g r o u p .  The  yo u th  g r o u p  was  o bse r ve d  

w h i le  e n ga ge d  i n  t w o  P a r t i c i pa t o r y  R u ra l  A p pra i s a l  da ta  c o l l e c t io n  

t e c hn i que s ,  ma p p i n g  a n d  t ra nse c t  w a lk .  The  e ld e r l y  g r o u p  wa s  

o bse r ve d  wh i l e  e nga ged  i n  a  n o r m a l  c om m u n i t y  g r o u p  m e e t i n g  

en v i r o nm e n t .  

 

(a )  Mapp ing  

A s  t he  yo u th  g r o up  wa s  t a s ke d  to  m ap  th e  v i l l a ge  an d  p lo t  t he i r  

p r o p ose d  p r o j e c t  on  t he  m ap ,  an d  ha v i n g  b ee n  b ro ke n  i n t o  t h r ee  

s ma l le r  t a sk  g r o up s ,  t he  t a sk  g r o up s  we r e  ab l e  t o  m a p  Ma i l a -

Ma p i t s an e  v i l l a ge .  A l l  th e  t h re e  m a ps  w e r e  s h o wi n g  a l m o s t  a l l  t he  

r e s i de n t i a l  s i t e s ,  roa ds ,  m o un ta in s  f o r  g r az in g ,  a ra b le  l a n ds ,  r i ve rs ,  

a  da m ,  a nd  o t he r  b us i ne s s  e n te rp r i s e s .  Th ou gh  th e  g r ou p  m a pp in g  

w as  m e an t  t o  p r om o te  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  t he  e xe rc i s e  a l so  p ro v i de d  t he  

g r o u p  wi th  i m po r t an t  i n f o r m a t i o n  ne ed e d  f o r  f u r t he r  p la n n i n g .  F o r  

ex a m pl e ,  t h e  g r o up  ne e d ed  i n f o r ma t i on  a b ou t  a  c o m mo d i t y  th a t  

m i gh t  be  v i ab le  in  t he  a r ea  a s  we l l  a s  i n f o rm a t i o n  a b ou t  th e  l oc a l  
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r e s ou rc e s  a va i l ab le  f o r  th e  i m pl e me n t a t i o n  o f  t he i r  en v i sa ge d  

p r o j e c t .  F r o m  the  m a ps  t he  g r o u p  re a l i s e d  an d  l oc a t e d  a l l  r e s ou r ce s  

ne ce s sa r y  f o r  t he  de ve l op me nt  o f  t h e i r  b r o i l e r  p r o j e c t  i n  the  a rea .  

Th e  pa r t i c ip a n t s  c o u ld  g i ve  a  p i c t u r e  o f  t he  wh o le  v i l l a ge  a s  we l l  a s  

t h e  na t u ra l  r e s ou r ce s .  The  r i v e r s  a n d  a  da m  wer e  l oc a t ed  we l l  f o r  

t h e  p ro spec t  o f  i r r i ga t i on .  A ra b le  l a nd s  t ha t  were  l y i n g  f a l l ow  i n  

t h e  a r ea  we re  s ho wn  on  t he  m a p s  wi t h  a  v i ew  to  ge ne ra te  

i n f o rm a t i o n  a b o u t  l a nd  a va i l a b i l i t y  a n d  i t s  c u r re n t  u t i l i s a t i o n  

pa t t e r n .  Th i s  p e r f o r m an ce  me an t  t h a t  t he  l oc a l  pe o p l e  a re  e xpe r t s  o f  

t h e i r  lo ca t i on  a n d  t he i r  l oca l  r e s ou rc es .  

 

A  h i g h  l e ve l  o f  c om m i tm e n t  a n d  en thu s ia sm  was  e v i den t  d u r i n g  t a sk  

g r o u p  d i sc u s s i on s .  The  l e ve l  o f  p a r t i c i pa t i on  d u r i n g  d i s c u s s io ns  i n  

t h e  t a s k  g r ou ps  w as  ve r y  h i g h  a nd  r o b us t  pa r t i c u la r l y  d ur in g  

ma pp i n g  se s s i on .  The re  wa s  a  h i ghe r  l e ve l  o f  d eba t e  i n  th e  t a sk  

g r o u ps  o n  t he  ide n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o ca l  c o m m u ni t y  i n f r a - s t r u c t u re s  

s uc h  a s  s e t t l e me n t  s t r u c t u re s ,  t r i ba l  o f f i ce s ,  r o ad s ,  b r id g es ,  da ms ,  

s c h o o l ,  s ho p s  a n d  e x i s t i n g  a g r i c u l t u ra l  de ve l o pm e n t  p r o j e c t s  o n  t he  

o ne  h an d ,  a nd  th e  na t u r a l  f ea t u r e s  suc h  a s  m o un ta i n s ,  r i ve r s ,  a rab le  

an d  f a l l o w  l a nd s ,  a nd  g r a z i n g  s i t e s  o n  t he  o t h e r .  Th e  l e ve l  o f  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  was  so  h i g h  i n  t ha t  e ve r y  p a r t i c i pa n t  wa n t ed  t o  s h ow 

t h e  c o l l e a gue s  th a t  he / she  ve r y  we l l  k ne w  the  v i l l a ge  o f  Ma i l a -

Ma p i t s an e .  E ve r y  p a r t i c i pa n t  wa n te d  t o  h a v e  h i s / he r  c o n t r i bu t io n  

n o t e d  on  th e  p a r t i cu l a r  t a s k  g r ou p ’s  m a p .  I n  o t he r  wo r ds ,  e ve r y  

pa r t i c ip a n t  be ga n  to  t a ke  re sp on s i b i l i t y  an d  o wn  t he  e xe rc i s e .  The  

h i ghe s t  l e ve l  o f  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  e ns ue d  o n  t he  d raw i n g  o f  t he  ma p s ,  

p os i t i on i n g  a n d  s i z i n g  o f  a l l  th e  i den t i f i e d  m ap  f ea tu re s .   

 

Th e  you th  g r ou p  d i s p l a ye d  a  h i g h  a m o un t  o f  c omm i tm e n t  i n  

ma pp i n g  t he i r  v i l l a ge .  T he y  a l l  d i s p l a ye d  a n  e l e me nt  o f  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  i n  f i n d i n g  s o l u t i on s  t o  the i r  p ro b l em s .  I n  o t he r  

w o r ds ,  t he y  t oo k  c ha r ge  o f  th e  p roc e s s .  T h i s  i mpl i ed  t h a t  whe n  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  we re  g i v e n  re sp o n s i b i l i t y  to  d i s c ha r ge ,  t he y  t o o k  

ch a r ge .  Th e y  a l s o  ap pe a red  t o  ha ve  b ee n  e n j o y in g th e  p ro ce s s .   
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Th e  t a sk s  t h e re f o r e  m ot i va t e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  o r de r  t o  

ac h i e ve  t h e  goa l  o f  suc h  t a sk s .  As  t he  m ee t i n g  c o nd i t io n s  i n  t he  

t a sk  g r o up s  we re  i n f o r ma l ,  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  en v i r o nm en t  t he re f o re  

be ca me  f re e  a nd  re la xe d .  As  a  r e su l t ,  t h e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  a l s o  bec a me  

f re e ,  an d  t he  t a sks  we re  e xec u t ed  wi t h  f un ,  w h ic h  m ea ns  t ha t  whe n  

t h e  g ro u p  en v i ro nm e n t  i s  i n f o rma l  an d  re l axe d ,  t he  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

be c o me s  f re e  an d  v i go r o us  w i t h  a n  e l em e n t  o f  f u n .  Ph o t o gra p h  4 .1  

p re sen t s  an  e xam pl e  o f  one  o f  t he  t a s k  g r o up s  d u r i n g  a  m ap p in g  

ex e r c i s e .  

 

Pho tograph 4 . 1 :  Youth  ta sk  group 1  dur ing  the  mapping  se s s i on  

 

 

 

P h o t o gr a ph s  4 . 2  a n d  4 . 3  g i ve  e x am pl e s  o f  t a sk  g r o u p s  p re se n t in g  

t h e  ou tc om es  o f  t he i r  m ap p i n g  exe rc i s e .  
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Pho tograph  4 . 2 :  Youth  par t i c i pant  f rom ta sk  gr oup  1  presen t i ng  

the ir  mapping  outcomes  
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Pho tograph  4 . 3 :  Youth  par t i c i pant  f rom t a sk  gr oup  3  presen t i ng  

the  outcomes  o f  t he i r  mapping  exerc i se  

 

 

 

F i g u re s  4 . 1  t o  4 . 3  d i s p l a y  t he  ma ps  gen e ra t e d  b y  t a s k  g r o u ps  du r in g  

ma pp i n g  p r oc es se s .  
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F igure  4 . 1 :   The  v i l l age  and  the  proposed  bro i l e r  pro je c t  s i te  

mapped by  youth  ta sk  group number  1  

 

 

 

 



 113 

 

F igure  4 . 2 :   The  v i l l age  and  the  proposed  bro i l e r  pro je c t  s i te  

mapped by  youth  ta sk  group number  2  
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Figure  4 . 3 :   The  v i l l age  and  the  proposed  bro i l e r  pro je c t  s i te  

mapped by  t ask  group number  3  

  

 

 

D u r i n g  ma p p i n g  e xe r c i s e s  m o s t  o f  PR A p r i nc i p le s  we re  f u l f i l l e d .  

Th e  l e ve l  o f  s ha r i n g  a m o n g  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  du r i ng  m ap p in g  
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co nf i rm ed  t he  P R A p r in c i p l e  t ha t  a c t iv e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t he  l oc a l  

pe op l e  i n  i n ve s t i ga t i on s  e nha nc ed  l ea rn i n g  a n d  sha r in g .  I t  a l s o  

ge ne r a t e d  a n  e l em en t  o f  o wne r s h i p  i n  t ha t  e ve r y  pa r t i c i pan t  wan t e d  

t o  ha ve  h i s / he r  c on t r i b u t i o n  n o te d  on  t h e  m ap  an d  re l a t e  t o  t he  

r e s u l t s  o f  t he  ex e r c i s e .  S i nc e  the  r e se a r che r  an d  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  

w er e  e q ua l l y  r o l e  p l a ye r s  i n  t h e  s e a rc h  f o r  i n f o rm at i o n ,  t he  l e a rn i n g  

o f  th e  a r ea  wa s  r ap id  a nd  f ac e  t o  f ac e  a m o n g  th e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a s  

w e l l  a s  t he  f ac i l i t a t o r .  

 

Th e  yo un g  pa r t i c i pan t s  p r od u ce d  s u b s ta n t i a l  in f o r m a t i on  w i t h  

v i go u r  an d  f u n  d ur i n g  m a pp in g  e x e rc i s e s .  Th i s  m us t  ha ve  bee n  t he  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  wa y  t he  m a pp in g  wa s  a da p t ed  t o  su i t e  t he i r  s i t ua t i o n .  

Th e  ma pp i n g  t e ch n i q ue  t h e r e f o re  he lpe d  the  l oc a l  pe op l e  t o  

ge ne r a t e  mu c h  o f  t he  in f o r m a t i on  wi t h  f un .  Th i s  m ea ns  t ha t  t he  

ma pp i n g  e xe r c i s e s  m us t  b e  i n f o rm a l  a n d  re la xe d  s o  a s  t o  e nc ou ra ge  

ac t i ve  pa r t i c i p a t i o n .  Th e  m a p p i n g  e xe r c i s e  wa s  f o l l o we d  b y  a  

t r an se c t  wa l k .  T he  f o l l ow i n g  se c t io n  p re sen t s  th e  ou tco m es  o f  t he  

t r an se c t  wa l k .  I t  a l so  h i gh l i gh t s  t h e  r e l a t i o ns h i p  t ha t  ma n i f e s t e d  

i t s e l f  be t we e n  the  tw o  PR A t ec hn i q ue s .    

 

(b )  Transec t  wa l k  

D u r i n g  t he  t ra n se c t  wa l k  t he  t a s k  g r o u p s  co n ve r ge d  i n to  o ne  

o r i g i na l  g r o u p .  Th e  g r o u p  wa s  t hen  t a ke n  f o r  a  t r an se c t  wa l k  

t h ro u g h  t he  v i l l a ge  t o  c o l l e c t  in f o rm a t i on  r e l a t iv e  t o  t he  

i n f o rm a t i o n  ga t he r ed  d u r i n g  t he  m a p p i n g  e xe r c i s e s .  To  f i n d  ou t  

w he t he r  t he  i n f o r ma t i o n  ga t he r ed  d u r i n g  ma pp i n g  e xe rc i s e s  wa s  

co r re c t ,  t h e  m a p s  w e re  l e f t  be h i n d .  H o we ve r ,  t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  we re  

a s k ed  to  re f l e c t  o n  t he  i n f o r ma t i on  ga t he re d  d u r i n g  t he  m a pp in g 

ex e r c i s e .  Whe n  t he  pa r t i c ip a n t s  we re  t a ke n  f o r  a  t ra nse c t  w a lk ,  t he y  

be ca me  v e r y  e n th us ia s t i c  i n  ve r i f y i n g ,  c o m pa r i n g  a nd  p r o v i n g  t he i r  

a r gum en ts  t ha t  e n sue d  du r i n g  t a sk  g r o u p  m ap p i n g  e xe rc i s e s .  The i r  

l e ve l  o f  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  i n  i d en t i f y i n g  f ea tu re s  i n  t he  a r ea  a s  wa s  

r e f l ec te d  o n  t he i r  ma ps  i nc re a se d .  The  you th  g r ou p  c ou l d  p o i n t  ou t  

m o s t  o f  t h e  f e a t u re s  r e f l e c t ed  i n  th e  ma p s  d ra w n  d ur i ng  m a pp in g  
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se s s i on s .  A  t ra n se c t  wa l k  was  t a ke n  t h r o u gh  th e  ma ppe d  v i l l a ge ,  

an d  t o  t he  p ro po se d  p r o j ec t  s i t e  p l o t t ed  o n  t he  m a p s  i n  t he  p re v io us  

me e t i n g .  Th e  g r o up  e xce l l e d  i n  i de n t i f y in g  the  f o l lo wi ng  a re a s  o f  

b r o i l e r  p ro j ec t  i n t e r e s t :  

( a )  T he  f a rm i n g  a n d  o t he r  b us i ne s s  e n t e rp r i s e s  th a t  m i gh t  p ose  

m a r ke t i n g  c o m pe t i t i o n  t o  t he i r  p r o j e c t .  

( b )  U n ut i l i s e d  a n d  va n da l i s e d  wa t e r  sup p l y  in f ra s t r uc t u re  th a t  

m i gh t  be  a va i l a b l e  a n d  im p o r ta n t  f o r  t he  e n v i sa ged  p r o j ec t .  

( c )  T he  p r op ose d  lo ca t i on  o f  t he  p r o j e c t  an d  t he  d i s t an ce  

be twe e n  the  p ro j e c t  and  t he  re s i de n t i a l  s i t e s .  

( d )  A c ce ss ib i l i t y  t o  pu b l i c  roa ds  f o r  ea s y  t r a n sp o r t a t i o n  t o  

m a r ke t s .  

( e )  T he  ne a re s t  e l e c t r i c i t y  po we r  l in e  an d  t he  d i s t a nce  t o  t he  

p r o j e c t  s i t e  f o r  c on ven ie n t  a cc es s i b i l i t y  t o  su pp l y  p o i n t s  f o r  

p r o j e c t  en e r gy re q u i re me n t s .  

( f )  T he  p o ss i b le  i m pa c t  o f  t he  p r o po se d  p r o j e c t  o n  t h e  l oc a l  

e n v i ro n me nt .  F o r  e x am pl e ,  p os s i b le  c o n ta m ina t io n  o f  

c o mm u n i t y  wa t e r  r e s ou rc es .  

 

Th e  a b o ve  i n f o r ma t i on  was  ge ne ra t e d  f ro m t he  t ra n se c t  wa l k  a s  

ad d i t i o na l  a n d  c om ple m e nt a r y  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t he r ed  d ur in g  

t h e  ma pp i n g  e xe rc i s e s .  Som e  f e a t u re s  t ha t  we r e  n o t  r e f l e c t e d  o n  t he  

ma ps  we re  id en t i f i e d  a n d  b ro u g h t  in to  t he  p i c t u r e .  I n  o t h e r  wo rd s ,  

t h e  i n f o r ma t i o n  ga t he re d  d u r i ng  m a pp i n g  e xe r c i s e s  wa s  

co mp le me nt e d  b y  t he  i n f o rm a t i o n  ge ne r a t e d  d u r i n g  the  t ra nse c t  

w a l k .  Th e  t r i a n gu la t i on  o f  t he  ma pp i n g  t oo k  p la ce  i n  t he  t r a nse c t  

w a l k .  The  t r an se c t  wa l k  t he re f o re  he lp e d  to  c l o se  i n f o r ma t i o n  ga ps  

i n  the  p r oce s s .  As  a  re s u l t ,  t h e  pa r t i c i pan t s  c ou l d  ge ne r a te  a l l  t he  

i n f o rm a t i o n  ne e d ed  f o r  t h e  im pl em e n ta t i on  o f  the i r  en v i sa ge d  

a g r i c u l t u ra l  de ve lop me nt  p r o gr am me .  

 

Th e  i n f o rma t io n  ga t he re d  du r i n g  m ap p i n g  e x e rc i se s  was  v e r i f i ed  

an d  co nf i r m ed  u s ing  t h e  i n f o r ma t i on  g e n e ra t ed  d u r i n g  t he  t ra nse c t  

w a l k .  Th e  t ra n sec t  wa l k  th e re f o r e  he l ped  t o  va l id a t e  t he  
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i n f o rm a t i o n  c o l l e c t e d  t h r o u gh  t he  m a p p i n g  t ec hn i q ue .  T h i s  

s e q ue n t i a l  a p p l i c a t io n  o f  t he  t w o  P R A  t oo l s  con t r i bu te d  i n  

va l i da t i n g  th e  da ta  g a t he r ed  d u r in g  t he  m a p p i n g  exe rc i s e .  W he n  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  c om pa r ed  th e  i n f o rm a t io n  ga t he r e d  d u r ing  m ap p i n g  

w i t h  t he  in f o rm a t i on  i de n t i f i e d  du r i n g  t he  t ra n se c t  w a l k ,  t he y  

l e a rne d  tw i ce .  The  l e a r n in g  p r oc e s s  wa s  t he re f o re  en h an ce d .   

 

Th i s  s ec t io n  o f  the  ch a p t e r  ha s  de a l t  m uc h  wi t h  pe op l e  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

i n  g r ou p  me e t in g  en v i r o nm e n t .  F rom  t he  ab o ve  o bse r va t i o n  o f  t he  

yo u th  g r ou p ,  t he  s t ud y  ha s  l e a rn e d  t ha t  sm a l le r  f o cu s  g r o u p s  wi th  

f i ve  t o  s e ve n  pa r t i c i p an t s  co m m u ni ca te  be t t e r .  The y  a re  a l so  a b l e  t o  

s ec u re  c om m i tm e n t  a n d  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  a l l  pa r t i c i p an t s  i n  t he  

g r o u p  t o  a l l o win g  t hem  t o  pe r f o r m  t a sk s  a s s i gne d  t o  th e m 

co mp e t e n t l y .  A no th e r  l e s s on  d r aw n  f r om  t he  e xe rc i s e  wa s  t ha t  w he n  

ma pp i n g  i s  f o l l owe d  b y  a  t r a n se c t  wa l k ,  p a r t i c i pa n t s  b ec o m e  m o re  

f a mi l i a r  w i t h  va r i o us  a s pe c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t he  p r o j ec t .  The  t ra nse c t  

w a l k  m u s t ,  t h e re f o re ,  a l wa y s  b e  a pp l i e d  su bse que n t  t o  m app in g  

ex e r c i s e .  The  f o l l o w i n g  sec t i on  p r e se n t s  t he  re la t i on sh i p  be twe e n  

an  e l em en t  o f  re spo n s i b i l i t y  a nd  a  s en se  ow ne r sh i p  on  th e  o ne  ha n d ,  

an d  pe o p l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o n  th e  o t he r .  

 

 

4 . 2 . 2  Th e  re s po n s i b i l i t y  a n d  o wne rs h i p  f a c t o r s  on  pe o p le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  in  c om mu n i t y  de ve l op me n t  

 

Th e  pa r t i c ipa n t s  we re  ob se r v ed  pa r t i c u l a r l y  whe n  t he y  we re  m ak i n g 

r e f e r e n ce  t o  t he  g ro u p  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  o rd e r  to  e s t a b l i sh  a n  e le me n t  o f  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  a nd  a  s e nse  o f  o wne rsh i p  o f  t he  p ro ce s ses .  Th e  t wo  

f a c t o r s  we r e  ob se rv e d  f r om  t wo  po i n t s  o f  v ie w.  The  s tu d y  lo o ke d  

i n t o  h o w  e l e me n t s  o f  re s po ns i b i l i t y  an d  ow ne r s h i p  mi gh t  re l a t e  t o  

pe op l e  pa r t i c ip a t io n .  A  sen se  o f  re s pon s i b i l i t y  a n d  ow ne rs h i p  i n  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  app ea r e d  t o  h a ve  be e n  p l a yi n g  a n  i m por t a n t  ro le  

t o war d s  p e op le  pa r t i c ipa t io n .  T he  s t ud y  a l s o  ob se r ve d  ho w  p e op le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  m a y  i n s t i ga t e  a  s en se  o f  r e s po ns i b i l i t y  a nd  o w ne r sh i p .  
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Th e  f o l l o wi n g  se c t i o n  g i ve s  t h e  e xa mpl e s  o f  e v i den ce  o n  t he  

ge ne r a t i o n  o f  a  s e nse  o f  re sp on s i b i l i t y  a nd  o w ne r sh i p .   

 

( 1 )  Respons ib i l i t y  and par t ic ipa t i on  

I n  th e  p l en a r y  s e s s i on  a f t e r  t h e  t r an se c t  wa l k ,  a l l  t a s k  g r ou ps  

a g re ed  t o  b r a i ns to r m  on  o r ga n i sa t i ona l  i s s u es  su c h  a s  o b j e c t i ve s ,  

p r o j e c t  na me ,  me mb e r sh i p  a f f i l i a t i on  an d  su bsc r i p t i on  f ee s ,  l a b ou r  

h o u r s  c omm i tm e n t  p e r  ea ch  me m ber ,  an d  t he  be n e f i t s  ea c h  m em be r  

w o u l d  be  e n t i t l e d  t o ,  an d  r e po r t  ba ck  i n  the  ne x t  g r o u p  me e t in g .  

Th e  t a sk  g r o u p s  c on ve r ge d  t o  re p o r t  ba ck ,  s e ve n  da y s  l a t e r .  Ha v in g  

be e n  a s s i gne d  t o  c a r r y  s uc h  r e s p o ns ib i l i t i e s ,  t he  pa r t i c ipa n t s  co u l d  

d i s c ha r g e  t he m  w i th  e a ge r .  A l l  (1 00 %)  o f  t he  t a sk  g r o u ps  d i s p l a ye d  

an  e le me n t  o f  re spo ns i b i l i t y  i n  t he  deve l o p me n t  o f  the  p r o j ec t .  F o r  

ex a m pl e ,  a l l  t h e  t a sk  g r o u ps  su bm i t t ed  t h e i r  p r op osa l s  t o  t he  

b r o ade r  p l en a r y  m e e t i n g  a f t e r  t he y  ha d  b ee n  t a s ke d  to  de ve lo p  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  p r in c i p l e s  f o r  th e i r  e n v i sa ge d  p r o j e c t .  A  r i go r o u s  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  ens u ed  on  t he  ch o ic e  o f  a  su i t a b l e  p ro j e c t  na me  an d  

me m be r s h ip  a f f i l i a t io n  a m o u nt .  T he  l e ve l  o f  en t h u s ia s m i n  f in d i n g  

s o l u t i on s  t o  th e  p r o b le m s  a t  ha n d  wa s  v e r y  h i g h .  T he  t a sk s  

t h e r e f o re  p r om p te d  t hem  t o  t a k e  c ha r ge  o f  t he  p r oc e sse s  an d  o w n 

t h e  ou tc om es .   

 

Ev e r y  p a r t i c i pa n t  a p pe a r e d  t o  ha ve  c o n t r i bu t ed  t o  t h e  i s s u es  ea ch  

t a sk  g r o u p  was  re po r t i n g  a b ou t .  Pa r t i c i p an t s  de ba t e d  the i r  p r op osa l s  

a s  c ohe re n t  t ea m s  u n t i l  a  co n se nsu s  w a s  r ea ch ed  o n  ea ch  su b j e c t .  

Th i s  me an s  t h a t  t he  pa r t i c ip a n t s  g a i ne d  c o nsc i o us ne s s  th a t  

em po we re d  t hem  to  c ho ose  w h a t  i s  go o d  f o r  t he m  a n d  r e j ec t  wh a t  

t h e y  re ga rde d  a s  un im po r ta n t .  Pa r t i c i pa t i o n  th e re f o r e  em po we rs  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s .  T he  g r o u ps  co ns o l i da t e d  t he i r  de l i be r a t i o n s  an d  

p r o p osa l s  f o r  th e  f i na l  dec i s i o n .  The  nam e  was  f i na l l y  d e c ide d :  

“ I t i r e l e n g- Ma i la  Br o i l e r  P r o j e c t . ”  The  m e m be r sh i p  f e e s  we re :  R 4 0  

f o r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  an d  su bsc r i p t i on  a m ou n t  o f  R10  pe r  mo nt h .   
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I t  ha s  be e n  l ea rn ed  f ro m t he  f in d in g s  o f  t he  s t u d y  t ha t  w he n  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  a r e  m ad e  t o  do  t he  wo r k  o n  t h e i r  o wn  b y  be i n g  g i ven  

t a sk s  a n d  r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s  to  s e e k  so l u t i on s  t o  t h e i r  cha l l e n ge s ,  t he y  

t a ke  c ha r ge  o f  t he  e ve n t s .  T he y  a c t i ve l y  a nd  e f f e c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i pa te  

i n  th e  p r oc es se s  t o  f i nd  so l u t i on s ,  s ha r i n g  t he  re spo n s ib i l i t i e s  

am on g  t he m se l ve s .   

  

( 2 )  Ownersh ip  and par t i c ipa t i on  

Th e  s tu d y  o b se r ved  th e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  t o  e s t a b l i sh  a  s ense  o f  

o w ne r sh i p  am o n g  t he m .  E v i den ce  o f  a  s e n se  o f  ow n e rsh ip  am on g  

t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  was  re a l i s ed  i n  a l l  (10 0 % )  o f  t he  t a sk  g r o up s .  The  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  re f e r re d  t o  t he  e xe rc i s e  a s  “o u r  p r o j ec t . ”  F or  e xa m p le ,  

d u r i n g  t he  d e l ib e ra t io n s  o n  t he  n am e  o f  t he  p r o j ec t  a n d  i t s  l oc a t i on ,  

t h e  pa r t i c ip a n t s  p ro p o sed  t he  n am e  o f  t he i r  v i l l a ge  Mai l a - Ma pi t s a ne  

a s  t he  na m e  o f  t he i r  v i l l a ge .  T he y  a l so  p r op osed  t ha t  t he  na m e  ca r r y  

co nn o t a t i o ns  th a t  w o u l d  rep re se n t  t he m  a s  yo u t h .  Th e  ma j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  sou n d ed  l i ke  t h e  cu s t od ia ns  o f  t h e  in i t i a t i ve .  F o r  

ex a m pl e ,  d u r i n g  pa r t i c ipa t io n  t he  p r o n o un s  s uc h  a s  “W e”  a nd  “o ur”  

w er e  m o re  o f t e n  use d  t h an  t he  p r on o un  “ y ou . ”   

 

D u r i n g  th e  t ra nse c t  wa lk ,  t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i de n t i f i ed  t wo  

p r o sp ec t i ve  l oc a t io n s  o f  the  p r op ose d  p r o j ec t .  H o we ve r ,  a  r i go ro us  

de ba te  e n sue d  o n  t he  l o ca t i o n  an d  p r ox i mi t y  o f  th e  en v i sa ge d  

p r o j e c t  to  t he  v i l l a ge  i n  r e l a t i on  to  i t s  s ec ur i t y .  How e ve r ,  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  r ea c h ed  a  c on se n su s  o n  t h e  l o ca t i o n  o f  t he i r  p r o j e c t .  

O ne  y o u t h  pa r t i c ip a n t  i n  t h e  t r a n sec t  wa lk  a r g ued :  “ Th e  s i t e  

i d en t i f i ed  b y  t a sk  g r o u p  n um be r  3  i s  c l o se r  t o  an o th e r  p r op osed  

b r o i l e r  p ro j e c t  c o ns t ruc te d  b y  M o hl a l a ,  an d  t h a t  w i l l  no t  g i ve  us  a  

co mp e t i t i v e  a d van t a ge .  W e  ca n no t  e rec t  o u r  p r o j ec t  he r e . ”  An o t he r  

yo u th  a r gue d  f o r  wa t e r  su p p l y  a d va n t ag e :  “ W e  ca n  ma ke  u se  o f  t h i s  

w a t e r  su pp l y  s ys te m  be ca use  t h i s  v e ge ta b l e  p ro j e c t  w i l l  ne ve r  

o pe ra te  a ga i n”  re f e r r i n g  t o  an  a ba n do ned  c o m mu ni t y  ga rde n  p r o j e c t .   
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F r o m  t h e  a b o ve  p re se n t a t i on ,  i t  ha s  be e n  l ea rne d  t ha t  w he n  p e op le  

a r e  ma de  t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  t he  de c i s i on - m ak i n g  p r oce s ses  re g a rd i n g  

i s s ue s  th a t  r e l a t e  t o  a nd  a f f e c t  t h em ,  t he y  b ec om e  pa r t  o f  t he  

i n i t i a t i ve .  The y  se a r ch  f o r  so lu t i o ns  f o r  th e  c h a l le n g es  f ac e d  b y  t he  

i n i t i a t i ve  a nd  ow n  t h e  o u t co me s .  Th i s  s e n se  o f  o w ner sh i p  

en c o u ra ge s  t he m  to  p a r t i c i pa te  in  a ny  e f f o r t  m ea n t  t o  be ne f i t  a n d  

s us ta i n  s uch  a n  i n i t i a t i ve .   

 

 

4 . 2 . 3  C om m u n i t y  g r o up ’ s  m e e t in g  en v i r o nm e nt  a n d  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  

 

B o t h  t h e  yo u t h  a n d  t he  e l de r l y  g r o u p  we re  se pa ra te ly  o b se r ve d  

w h i le  i n  t h e i r  n o rm a l  an d  u su a l  m ee t in g  s i t u a t i o n s .  The  ob se r va t io n  

l o o ke d  i n to  t he  g r ou ps ’  s i ze s ,  m ee t i n g  v en u es ,  s ea t i n g  a r r a n ge m en t s  

an d  pa t t e r n  a s  we l l  a s  me e t i n g  p roc e d u re s .  Re ga rd i n g  t he  s ea t in g  

a r ra n ge me nt ,  the  f o c u s  was  o n  s e a t in g  o b j e c t s  a n d  t he  wa y  t he y  

w er e  a r ra n ge d .  Th e  se a t i n g  a r ra n ge me n t  was  d i f f e re n t  be twe e n  t he  

me e t i n gs  o f  t he  t w o  g r o up s .  A g e  o f  t he  pa r t i c i p an t s  a p pe a re d  t o  

ha ve  ha d  a  re l a t io n sh ip  w i th  t he  o bse r va n ce  o f  c u l t u ra l  p ro to c o l s  

an d  no r m s  in  a  num be r  o f  me e t i n gs .  

 

(a )  Group  i ns t i t u t i ona l i s a t io n  and  s i z e s  i n  r e l a t io n  to  t he  

par t i c i pa t ion  env i ronmen t  

Th e  t wo  g r ou ps  t ha t  we re  o b se r ve d  we r e  f o un d  t o  b e  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps .  Be t we e n  t he  t w o  co mm u ni t y  g r o up s  o bse r ve d ,  s i ze  d i f f e re d  

t o  a  g r e a t  ex t e n t .  In  t he  yo u th  g r ou p ’ s  f i r s t  me e t i n g  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  

w er e  s e ve n t ee n .  In  t he  f o l l o wi n g  m ee t i n g ,  t he  num be r  i nc rea se d  t o  

t we n t y - on e .  I n  t he  e l d e r l y  g r o u p s ’  f i r s t  m e e t in g ,  t he  pa r t i c ipa n t s  

w er e  f o r t y - t wo ,  a nd  t he  nu mb e r  we n t  d o w n to  t wen t y - e i gh t  i n  t he  

s ec on d  m e e t in g .   

 

A t  t he  t i m e  o f  t a sk  pe r f o r ma nc e s ,  t he  yo u t h  g r o up  o p t ed  t o  d i v i de  

t h em se l ve s  i n t o  th r e e  s ma l le r  t a sk  g r o u p s  f o r  e a s y  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
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r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s .  Th i s  t he r e f o re  me a n s  th a t  t h e  y ou t h  f o u n d  sma l l e r  

g r o u ps  o f  f i ve  to  s e ven  pa r t i c i pa n t s  m o re  e f f ec t i ve  th an  t he  l a ge r  

g r o u p  o f  s e ve n t ee n .  Du r i n g  a l l  t he  m ee t i n gs ,  t he  g ro u p s  n e ve r  ma de  

an y  re f e re nc e  t o  an  o r ga n i sa t io na l  s t a t u t e ,  m e a n i n g  t h a t  t he  g r o u p s  

d i d  n o t  o bse r ve  t he i r  s t a t u t e s .  

 

(b )  Sea t i ng  a r rangemen t  in  r e la t i on  t o  par t i c i pa t i on  i n  communi ty  

g roup  mee t i ng  

D u r i n g  t he i r  m e e t in gs ,  t he  you th  g r ou p  p re f e r re d  t o  u se  ve nu e s  i n  

w h i ch  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  w ou l d  be  co mf o r t a b l y  s e a t e d  on  c ha i r s  i n  a  

c l a s s r o om - l i ke  p a t t e rn .  I n  i n s t a n ce s  whe re  t he y  se a t e d  i n  a  c i r cu l a r  

pa t t e r n ,  e spe c i a l l y  d u r i n g  sm a l l  t a sk  g r ou p  d i sc us s i o n s ,  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  f re e ly  m i xe d  a c ro s s  ge n de r  l i ne s .  The  s e a t in g  

a r ra n ge me nt  wa s  c l ose r  in  t ha t  t he  c ha i r s  we re  a r ra n ge d  c l ose r  t o  

o ne  a no t he r .  P h o to gr a ph  4 . 4  sh o ws  h ow  t he  s e a t i n g  wa s  a r r a n ge d  i n  

t h e  yo u th  g r ou p .   
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Pho tograph 4 . 4 :  C ir cul ar  s ea t ing  pa t te rn  i n  the  youth  gr oup 

dur ing  task  gr oup d i scus s i on  se s s i ons   

 

 

 

I n  a l l  t he  m ee t i n gs  o f  t h e  e l de r l y  g r o up ,  t h e  pa r t i c ip an t s  u s ua l l y  

p re f e r re d  t o  be  s ea t e d  o n  ob j e c t s  s uc h  a s  s t on e s  un de r  a  t r e e ,  i n  a  

c i rc u l a r  pa t t e r n .  T he  c i rc u l a r  s e a t i n g  p a t t e rn  ap pe a r e d  t o  be  

co n ve n i en t  t o  a l l  t he  pa r t i c i p an t s  be cau se  t he re  was  n o  o b s t ru c t i o n  

t o  a n y  o n e ‘s  v i e w  i n  t he  me e t i n g .  Eve r y  pa r t i c i pa n t  c o u l d  ea s i l y  s ee  

w ha t  wa s  ha p pe n i ng  i n  t he  c en t re  o f  t h e  “c ou r t . ”  Eve r y  pa r t i c ipa n t  
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co u l d  ea s i l y  ha ve  a  f u l l  v i e w  o f  e v e r y  s p e ak e r  i n  t he  me e t i n g .  No  

o ne  s po ke  be h in d  t he  o t he r .  Th ose  wh o  ap pea re d  to  b e  pa s s i v e  i n  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  c ou l d  b e  e as i l y  i d en t i f i e d  an d  u r g ed  to  pa r t i c i pa te .  

Th e  c i rc u la r  s e a t i n g  pa t t e r n  t he re f o re  c r ea te s  g r o up  m e e t in g  

en v i r o nm e n t  t ha t  i s  c o nd u c i ve  t o  a l l  i nc lu s i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on .  

P h o t o gr a ph  4 . 5  g i ves  a  p ic tu re  o f  the  s e a t i n g  p a t t e r n  in  t he  e l de r l y  

g r o u p  me e t i n g .  

 

Pho tograph 4 . 5 :  C ir cul ar  sea t ing  pa t t ern  i n  the  e lder l y  group  

meet i ng  

 

 

 

I n  t he  e l d e r l y  g r oup ’ s  m ee t i n g s ,  w o me n  d i d  n o t  mi x  so  ea s i l y  wi t h  

me n .  The  p a r t i c i pa n t s  m a i n t a i ne d  a  s e pa ra t i o n  be t we en  t he  ge nde rs .  

O n l y  a  f e w o f  t h e  yo u n ge r  wo me n  wer e  s l i gh t l y  s e a t e d  c l o se r  t o  t he  

me n .  T he  d i s t a nc e  be t we e n  m e n  a nd  t he  wo me n  m i gh t  ha ve  be e n  

ap p ro x im a t e l y  t e n  m e t re s  w hi c h  mi gh t  ha v e  ma de  i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t he  

w o m en  t o  e a s i l y  en g a ge  in  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  p r oc e s ses .  Th i s  i s  
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i n d ic a t i ve  o f  t he  g r o up ’ s  i n te rna l  e n v i ro n me n t  re l a t i ve  to  t he  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  wo m en  i n  c om mu ni t y  de ve l o p me n t  i n te ra c t i on s .  

Th i s  m ea ns  t ha t  wo me n ’s  pa r t i c ip a t io n  in  c o m mu ni t y  de ve lo p me n t  

i n  ru ra l  c o m m u ni t i e s  i s  s t i l l  i m p ede d  b y  cu l t u ra l  no r m s  a n d  va lu es .  

Th e  en v i r o nm en t  i s  t he re f o re  n o t  co nduc i ve  t o  f re e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  

w o m en  i n  t he se  c om mu ni t i e s .  P h o t o gra p h  4 . 6  i l l u s t ra te s  t he  s e a t i n g  

d i s t a nc e  be t we en  m e n  an d  w o me n  i n  g ro u p  m ee t in g s .   

 

Pho tograph  4 .6 :  Separa t i on  be tween  men  and  women  i n  the  

e l der l y  group mee t i ng  

 

 

 

P h o t o gr a ph  4 .7  s h o w s  a n  e ld e r l y  g r o u p  i n  a  pa r t i c ip a t o r y  m e e t in g  

f o r  th e  r e v i va l  o f  t he i r  c o l l a p sed  i r r i g a t i o n  s c heme .  The  h i gh l i gh t s  

i n  t he  p ho t o gr a ph  i l lu s t ra te  ho w  t h e  e l de r l y  (h i gh l i g h t  1 )  an d  t he  

yo u n ge r  ( h i gh l i gh t  2 )  w om e n  we re  s i t t in g  i n  s m a l l e r  s e pa ra te  

s ec t i o n s .  H i gh l i gh t  3  sh o ws  a  pa s s i ve  p a r t i c i pa n t  w h o  ne ve r  

pa r t i c ip a t ed  i n  t h e  m ee t i n g .   
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Pho tograph 4 . 7 :  The  e lder ly  gr oup’ s  mee t ing  w i th  women  i n  

sma l l  s e c t i ons  

 

 

 

F r o m  t he  a b o ve  p r e se n t a t i o n  o f  th e  s t u d y  f i nd i n gs ,  a  l e s s on  i s  

d ra wn  f ro m  t wo  a s pe c t s  i de n t i f i ed  d u r in g  g r o u p  m ee t i n gs .  The  

c i rc u l a r  s ea t in g  pa t t e r n  in  t h e  me e t i n gs  i s  c on d uc ive  t o  f re e  a n d  

e f f ec t i ve  p a r t i c i pa t i on  t o  a l l  pa r t i c i p an t s .  T h i s  sea t i n g  a r ra n ge me nt  

en su re s  t ha t  e ve r y  pa r t i c i pan t  i s  v i s i b l e  a nd  ex po se d  t o  wha te ve r  

t r an sp i re s  wi t h i n  th e  me e t i n g .  Eve r y  p a r t i c i pa n t  be c om e s  pa r t  o f  t he  

p r o ce ed i n g s ,  a nd  pa s s i ve  pa r t i c i pa n t s  ca n  ea s i l y  be  i de n t i f i e d .  On  

t h e  co n t ra r y ,  the  y o u t h  u se d  c l a s s ro om - l i ke  s ea t in g  pa t t e rn  i n  t he i r  

me e t i n gs ,  and  the  op p o s i t e  wa s  e xpe r i en ce d .   
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(c )  Observance  o f  cu l t ura l  p ro t oco l s  and  norms  on  peop le  

par t i c i pa t ion  in  commun i ty  group  ac t i v i t i e s   

P a r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  the  e ld e r l y  g r ou p  e n v i r onm e nt  wa s  c o n d uc t e d  i n  

s t r i c t  ob se r va nc e  o f  t he  l oc a l  t r a d i t i ona l  an d  c u l t u ra l  p ro t oc o l s  an d  

va lu es .  Th e  m e e t i n g  w a s  ope ne d  w i t h  a  p r a ye r ,  a nd  e ve ryb o d y  wa s  

o r d e re d  t o  t ak e  o f f  t he i r  ha t s .  F ro m  t h a t  t i m e  o n wa r ds ,  n o  m a n  

s po k e  i n  the  me e t i n g  w i t h  h i s  ha t  o n .  F o r  e xa m p le ,  o n e  m a n  t o o k  

o f f  h i s  ha t  w hen  he  wa s  s t a n d i n g  up  t o  sp ea k .  T he re  wer e  a l so  t wo  

me n  wi t h  ha t s  on .  T he  o t he r  m a n  ne ve r  pa r t i c i p a t ed  t h ro u gh ou t  t he  

me e t i n g  ( Ph o t o gra p h  4 .7 ,  h i gh l i gh t  3 ) .  E ve r y  m a l e  p a r t i c i pa n t  wa s  

ex pe c t ed  t o  s pe a k  s t a n d i n g  a s  a  m ee t i n g  p ro t oc o l .  W o m en  we re  

a l l o wed  to  sp ea k  w h i l e  s e a t ed .  C u l tu r a l  va lu e s  t he re f o re  ha d  a n  

i m pa c t  o n  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  en v i r o nm en t  i n  the  me e t i n gs .  

 

Wh e n  a s ked  a f t e r  t he  m ee t i n g  w h y  t he  m e n  we re  o r de re d  t o  t a ke  o f f  

t h e i r  h a t s  in  t he  me e t i n g ,  o n e  p a r t i c i pa n t  re sp o nde d :  “ I t  i s  v e r y  

d i s re s p ec t f u l  f o r  a  ma n  t o  s pe ak  i n  a  me e t i n g  w i t h  h i s  h a t  on .  Th a t  

w i l l  b e  a  d i sg ra ce  t o  h im se l f  t o o . ”  The  re sea rc he r  d i d  n o t  a sk  t he  

ma n  wh o  ha d  h i s  ha t  o n ,  a n d  n e v e r  p a r t i c i pa te d  i n  th e  m e e t i n g  

be ca use  t ha t  m i g h t  be  d i re c t  a n d  pe rso na l .  Ho we ve r ,  a n  a s su m pt io n  

w as  d r a wn  t ha t  t he  ma n  m i gh t  ha ve  had  so me th i n g  ab o u t  h i s  he a d  

t h a t  he  d i d  no t  f e e l  f re e  t o  ex p o se .   

 

U n l ike  i n  t he  e l de r l y  g r o u p ,  i n  t he  you t h ’ s  g r ou p ,  th e  e nv i r o n me n t  

l o o ke d  eq u i t a b l y  f ree  to  a l l  pa r t i c i pa n t s .  Pa r t i c ip a t io n  l oo ked  

e ve n l y  ba la nc ed  be t wee n  ma le  a n d  f e ma l e  pa r t i c ipa n t s .  T he  c u l t u r a l  

n o r m s  we r e  n o t  s t r i c t l y  ob se r ve d .  B o t h  yo un g  ma l e  an d  f em a le  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  we re  s e a te d  on  c h a i r s .  I n  t he  y ou t h  e n v i r on m ent ,  t he  

o bse r va nc e  o f  t he  l oc a l  c u l t u r a l  p r o toc o l s  was  ve r y  m i n i ma l .  The y  

w er e  no t  e xpe c t e d  t o  s t a n d  u p  whe n  t he y  s po ke .  In d i v i dua l s  a c t e d  

a s  t he y  p le a se d .  S o m e  w ou l d  s t a n d  u p  a n d  s pe a k ,  wh i l e  o t he rs  

p re f e r re d  spe ak ing  wh i l e  s e a t e d .  T h i s  m e an s  t ha t  i n t e r n a l  

en v i r o nm e n t  i n  t he  yo u t h  g r ou ps  i s  m o re  f re e  a n d  c o n d uc i ve  t o  
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e f f ec t i ve  pa r t i c ip a t i o n .  Ta b l e  4 .1  g i v es  a  s im p l i f i e d  p i c t u re  o f  t he  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i ro nm e nt  f r om  bo t h  e l de r l y  an d  yo u t h  s ec t i on s .  

 

 

Tabl e  4 . 1 :   Pre sen ta t i on  o f  fac tor s  be tween  e lder ly  and  youth  

gr oup par t ic ipa t i on  env i ronment  

FACTOR YOUTH ELDERLY 

Group s i ze  1 7  pa r t i c i p an t s  4 2  pa r t i c i p an t s  

Venue  U n de r  ro of  i n  a  h a l l  T r ee  sh ad e  

Me n  we re  s e a t e d  on  

s to n es  
Seat i ng  

equipment  

B ot h  me n  an d  w om en  

w ere  s ea te d  on  c ha i r s  

Wo me n  o n  t he  f l oo r  

Me n  i n  a  c i r cu l a r  

pa t t e r n  
Seat i ng  pa t t ern  Cl ose r  c i r c l e s  a nd  

C l a s s r oo m - l i ke  p a t t e rn  

Wo me n  in  s m a l l e r  

s ec t i o n s  

Gender  

i n te gra t i on  

Wo me n mi xe d  w i t h  me n  Wo me n  sep a ra t e d  f r o m 

me n  

Me n  sp o ke  s t a n d in g  

 

I n d i v i d ua l ’ s  o w n  

p re f e ren ce  

Wo me n  s po ke  sea ted  

Me n  sp o ke  w i th  h a t  o f f  

Speaking  

cond i t i ons  

H ea d  d i d  no t  m a t t e r  

Wo me n  s po ke  wi t h  

he a ds  c o ve re d  

 

 

 

Th e  a ge  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a p pe a re d  t o  ha ve  p la ye d  a  r o le  i n  a  

n um be r  o f  m ee t i n gs  o f  t he  g r o up s  o bse r ved .  T he  r e l a t i on sh i p  th a t  

ex i s t e d  be t we en  a ge  a n d  o bse r va n ce  o f  cu l t u ra l  p r o t oc o l s  a pp ea re d  

t o  h a ve  a n  i mp ac t  o n  p a r t i c i pa t i on .  Th e  im pa c t  ma n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  no t  

o n l y  o n  s e a t i n g  a r r an g em en t ,  b u t  a l so  o n  t he  wa y  pa r t i c i pa n t s  we re  

en ga ge d  i n  pa r t i c i pa t i on .  I n  m ee t i n gs  w he re  pa r t i c ipa n t s  we re  

o l de r ,  i n v o l v em en t  o f  w om en  wa s ,  t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  i m p ede d  b y  

t h e i r  s e a t i n g  pa t t e rn .  Th e  d i s t an ce  t ha t  e x i s t e d  be t we en  w o m en  an d  

me n  in  t he  s a me  me e t in g  re su l t ed  i n  wo me n  mi s s in g  s o me  o f  t he  

de l i be ra t i o ns .  As  a  re su l t ,  t he i r  f u l l  a n d  e f f e c t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

t h e  m ee t i n gs  wa s  co m p r om i sed .  
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Th ou gh  th e re  wa s  n o  em pi r i ca l  e v i de nce  t o  p r o ve  o the r wi se ,  a n  

a s su m pt io n  wa s  d r aw n  t ha t  t he  c o n d i t i o ns  i m p ose d  b y  c u l tu r a l  

n o r m s  m i g h t  h a ve  i mp ac te d  n e ga t i ve ly  o n  f ree  pa r t i c i pa t i o n .  S i n ce  

t h e  ma le  pa r t i c i pa n t s  we re  ex pe c t ed  t o  t a k e  o f f  t he i r  ha t s  be f o re  

s pe ak i n g  i n  t he  me e t i n g ,  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  wh o  w ou l d  n o t  l i ke  t he i r  

he a d s  e x po se d  f o r  an y  r ea s on  mi gh t  ha v e  c h o sen  t o  re se r ve  t he i r  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  ra t he r  t han  to  t ak e  o f f  t h e i r  ha t s ,  t h us  l i m i t i n g  the i r  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .  S uc h  a  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  m i gh t  ha ve  c om p ro m i sed  t he  

P R A  p r inc i p le  t ha t  f u l l  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t he  l oca l  pe op l e  s h o u l d  be  

en su re d  t o  e nha nc e  l e a r n in g  a nd  t o  g ene ra te  a n  e le me n t  o f  

o w ne r sh i p  o f  th e  o u t c o me s .  Cu l t u ra l  n o r ms  a n d  va l ue s  n e ga t i ve l y  

i m pa c t  o n  t he  g r o up s ’  i n t e r na l  pa r t i c ipa t io n  e n v i r o n me nt .  

 

 

4 . 3  F IN D IN G S  FR OM  IN TER V IEW S O F  C OM MU NI T Y 

G R OU P S  

 

Th i s  s ec t io n  d ea l s  w i t h  t he  re s u l t s  ge ne ra t e d  f rom  gr o u p  i n t e r v i ew s .  

Th e  f i n d i n g s  ha ve  b ee n  c a t e go r i s ed  f o r  e a s y  u n de rs t an d i n g .  T he  

ca t e go r i e s  a re  a b ou t  i n s t i t u t i o na l  a r r an g em en t  o f  t he  g r o up s ,  a n d  

t h e  s t ruc t u r a l  s e t up  o f  th e  g r o up s  f o r  p a r t i c i pa t i on  o f  me m b e r s  a s  

t h e  s t a r t in g  p o i n t .  Th e  s e c t io n  g oes  on  t o  p re sen t  th e  f i nd i n gs  a b o u t  

me m be r s h ip  c o m p os i t i o n  i n  t he  co m m u ni t y  g r o u ps .  I t  a l s o  p re se n t s  

t h e  in te r v i e w  re su l t s  o n  h o w  g ro up  e n v i ro n me nt  a f f ec t s  p eo p le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  de c i s i on -m a k in g p roc e s se s .   

 

Th e  s ec t i on  a l s o  p r e se n t s  t he  ou tc om es  o n  h ow  gr o u ps  o bse r ve  t he i r  

s t a t u te s  i n  r u n n i ng  t he i r  o r gan i sa t i on a l  ac t i v i t i e s .  An  e le m e n t  o f  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  a n d  a  s e n se  o f  o w ne r sh i p  am on g  pa r t i c ip an t s  a re  a l so  

p re sen te d  in  t h i s  s ec t i on  o f  t he  s tu d y.  Em po we rme n t  o f  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  t h r ou gh  g r o u p  pa r t i c ip a t io n  i s  p re sen te d  a nd  d i s c u s se d  

a s  a  m a j o r  a spe c t  o f  t he  s t ud y.   
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4 . 3 . 1  G r o up  s t r u c t u ra l  s e t u p  f o r  p a r t i c i pa t i on  o f  t he  g r ou p  

me m be r s  

 

Th e  co m m u ni t y  g r ou ps  wer e  a s ke d  ab ou t  t he  na t u re  o f  t he i r  g r o u ps ,  

w he t he r  t he i r  g r o up s  we re  i n d i v id ua l  i n t e re s t  g r o u p s  o r  c o mm un i t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nka ge  s t r uc t u r e s .  The  va s t  m a j o r i t y  ( 8 7 , 5 % )  o f  t he  

g r o u ps  r ep o r t ed  t h a t  t he i r  m em be r sh i p s  we re  o n  i n d i v i d ua l  ba s i s .  

Wh e n  t he y  we r e  a s k ed  whe t he r  t he y  re c r u i t e d  me mb e r sh i p  o r  

w he t he r  pe op l e  ju s t  j o in e d  t he i r  g r o u p s ,  t he y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  j o i ne d  t he i r  g ro up s  vo l u n ta r i l y .  The y  a l s o  r ep o r te d  th a t  

t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  w e re  f r ee  t o  t e rm i na te  t he i r  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  

me m be r s h ip  a s  t he y  p l ea se d .  Ve ry  f ew  o f  t h e  g r o up s  we re  

co ns t i t u te d  o f  re p re se n t a t i ve  m e m be rs  f r om  i n d i v i d ua l  co mm u ni t y  

i n te re s t  g r o up s .  F o r  e xa m p le ,  o n l y  1 2 .5 %  o f  t he  g r ou ps  

i n te r v i ewe d ,  re po r te d  to  ha ve  b ee n  me m ber s  o n  re p r e se n ta t i ve  

ba s i s .  W he n  g r o up s  t h a t  r e po r t e d  t o  ha ve  be e n  i n t e re s t  g r o up s  we re  

a s k ed  wh e t he r  the y  pa r t i c i pa t e d  in  c om m u n i t y  o r ga n isa t io n a l  

l i n k a ge  s t ruc t u re s ,  o n l y  a  sma l l e r  nu mb e r  ( 37 , 5 % )  o f  c o mm un i t y  

i n te re s t  g r o u ps  r ep o r t ed  t o  ha ve  be en  p a r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  suc h  a  

s t r uc t u re .   

 

Th i s  th e re f o re  i mp l i e d  t ha t  t he  o r ga n i sa t i ona l  l i n k a ge  s t r u c t u re s  a re  

l e s s  c om m o n  i n  co m m u ni t y  a g r i c u l t u ra l  de ve l op me nt  i n  t he  s t u d y  

a r ea ,  wh ic h  m ea ns  t ha t  m o s t  o f  t he  a g r i cu l t u ra l  d e ve l o p m ent  i n  

r u r a l  co m m u ni t i e s  i s  c a r r i ed  ou t  b y  c o m m u ni t y  i n te re s t  g r o u ps .  A 

l e s s on  i s  t he r e f o re  d ra wn  f r o m  t he se  f i nd in gs  th a t  co mm u ni t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nka ge  s t ruc t u re s  p l ay  a  l e s se r  r o l e  in  c o mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  p ro g r a mm e s  t ha n  i n t e re s t  g r o u ps .  F igu r e  4 . 4  

i l l u s t r a t e s  t he  b r eak d o w n o f  th e  c om m un i t y  g r o u ps  i n  p e r ce n t a ge s  

a s  we l l  a s  t h e i r  pa r t i c ipa t io n  ra t e  i n  c o mm uni t y  o rga n i sa t io n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t ru c t u re s .  
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Figure  4 . 4 :  The  breakdown of  the  groups  i n  percen tage s   
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4 . 3 . 2  Me m be rs h i p  s i ze s  an d  c om p os i t i on  o f  c om m un i t y  g r o u ps  

f o r  f ree  pe o p l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

 

Th e  g r o up s  we re  a s ke d  ab o u t  t he  s i ze  a nd  ge n de r  co mp o s i t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  me m b er sh i p .  T he  m em be r sh i p  i n  c omm un i t y  g ro u p s  va r i e d  

f ro m  o ne  g ro up  t o  t he  o t he r .  T he  m em be r sh i p  s i ze  i n  so me  f a rm i n g 

co mm o di t i e s  was  m u ch  l a r ge r  tha n  o t h e r s .  F o r  e xa mp le ,  co mm odi t y  

g r o u ps  t ha t  r epo r ted  t o  h a ve  be e n  pa r t i c ip a t in g  i n  f i e l d  c ro p s  s uc h  

a s  so r gh u m  an d  ma i ze  re po r te d  l a r ge r  n u m be rs  o f  pa r t i c ip a n t s  t ha n  

g r o u ps  in vo l ve d  i n  c o m mo di t i e s  l i ke  p ou l t r y .  In  f i e l d  c ro p  

co mm o di t y ,  th e  ave ra ge  g r o up  s i ze  r ea ch ed  th e  ma rk  o f  8 1  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  p e r  g r o u p .  The  ma x i mum  g r ou p  s i ze  r ea che d  t he  1 5 4  

ma rk ,  w i t h  t he  mi n i m u m  s i ze  o f  2 2  p a r t i c i p an t s .  Th e  a ve ra ge  i n  

p o u l t r y  c om m o d i t y  w as  n ine  wi t h  th e  m a x im um  of  f o u r te e n ,  an d  

m i n i mu m  of  t h re e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i n  th e  g r o up .  F i gu re  4 .5  i l lu s t ra te s  

t h e  b re ak do w n  o f  t he  g r ou p  s i ze s  ac c o rd i n g  to  f a rm in g 
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co mm o di t i e s .  F i g ur e  4 . 6  i l l u s t ra t e s  t he  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  t h ese  

g r o u ps .   

 

 

F igure  4 . 5 :  I l l us tra t i on  o f  gr oup  s i ze s  a ccording  to  f arming 

commodi t i e s .  
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F igure  4 . 6 :  I l lu s tra t i on  on  par t ic ipa t ion  i n  f arming  commodi t y  

gr oups  
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F r o m  t he  a b o ve  d i s c u s s i o ns ,  th e  s tu d y  f ou n d  t ha t  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  p eo p le  wh o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  c o m m un i t y  g r o up s  a re  f o un d  in  f i e l d  

c r o p  f a rm i n g  c om m od i t y  g r o u ps .  T he  f i e ld  c ro p s  i nc lu de  s o r g hu m 

an d  ma ize .  In  o t he r  wo rd s ,  so r gh u m  a n d  m a i ze  a re  t he  l a r ge s t  

f a r m i n g  c om m o di t i e s  i n  w hi c h  r u r a l  co m m u ni t i e s  en o rm ou s l y  

pa r t i c ip a t e  t o  i mp ro ve  the i r  l i v i n g  c on d i t i o ns .  P ou l t r y  i s  t he  s ec o n d  

l a r ge s t  c om mo di t y  i n  th i s  r e sp ec t .  

 

Wo me n  c o ns t i t u t e d  a  g r e a te r  m a j o r i t y  ( 7 5 . 6 % )  in  i n te re s t  g r o u p s  

an d  th e  m in or i t y  ( 4 0 . 9% )  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i n  co m m u ni t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nk a ge  s t ru c t u re s .  Th i s  me a ns  t ha t  i n te re s t  g r o u p s  

em po we r  m o re  f e m a l e  pa r t i c ip a n t s  t ha n  o r ga n i sa t io na l  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re s .  I n  co m m un i t y  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  l i n ka ge  s t ruc tu r e s ,  f ou r te e n  

g r o u ps  we re  r ep r e se n t ed  b y  t we n t y - t w o  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i n  t o t a l .  O ne  

s t r uc t u re  c o n s i s t e d  o f  s i x  g r o u p s  wi t h  o ne  re p re se n ta t i ve  e ac h .  T he  

o t he r  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u r e  wa s  co ns t i t u ted  o f  e i gh t  g r o up s ,  a n d  whe re  

ea c h  g ro u p  was  re p r e se n t e d  b y  t w o  p a r t i c i pa n t s .   

 

Th e  a ve ra ge  m em be r sh i p  i n  c om m un i t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o up s  wa s  4 4  

me m be r s  p e r  g r o up .  In  c om m un i t y  o r g an i sa t i o na l  l in k a ge  s t r uc t u r e s ,  

t h e  a v e ra ge  m em be r s h i p  wa s  e l e ve n .  T he  m i n im um  m em be r sh i p  wa s  

t h ree  i n  a  co mm u ni t y  in te re s t  g r ou p  a nd  s i x  i n  a  c o mm un i t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l in ka ge  s t ruc t u r e .  Max i m um  gr ou p  s i ze  va r i ed  f ro m  

s ix te e n  i n  c om m un i t y  o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  s t ruc t u re s  t o  15 4  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  i n  c om m un i t y  i n t e r e s t  g ro u ps .  T hese  f i nd in g s  o f  g ro u p  

s i ze  ( 1 7  p a r t i c i pa n t s  pe r  g r ou p)  a g re e  wi t h  the  f i n d in gs  f ro m  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  o b se r va t i on ,  wh er e  t he  yo u t h  g r ou p  wa s  f ou n d  t o  ha ve  

co ns i s t e d  o f  se ve n t ee n  pa r t i c i pan t s  d u r i n g  t he  ma pp i ng  e x e rc i se .  

Th e  g ro up s ’  s i ze s  va r i e d  f rom  t h r ee  t o  1 54  w h ic h  i s  qu i t e  a  s i ze ab le  

ma r g i n  be t we en  g ro u ps .  H owe ver ,  i t  m us t  be  b or ne  i n  mi nd  th a t  

g r o u p  s i ze s  va r i ed  d u e  t o  t he i r  pu rpose s  o f  e x i s t en ce .  Th e  sm a l l e s t  

n um be r  o f  pa r t i c i pa n t s  was  i n  p ou l t ry ,  a nd  th e  l a r ges t  n u m be r  wa s  

i n  g r a i n  c ro p s  suc h  a s  so r gh um  a nd  ma i ze ,  m ea n i n g  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  



 133 

pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t io n  t a k es  p l ac e  in  f i e l d  c r op  f a r mi n g  co mm o di t y  

g r o u ps  ( S ee  f i gu r e  4 . 5 ) .  A  t a b u l a t e d  c o m pa r i so n  o f  g r oup  s i ze s  a n d  

co mp o s i t io n  be t we e n  c omm un i t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  a nd  o rga n i sa t i on a l  

l i n ka ge  s t ru c t u re s  i s  i l l u s t r a t ed  i n  F i gu re  4 .7 .  

 

Figure  4 . 7 :  Member sh ip  s i ze s  and compos i t i on  o f  communi t y  

gr oups  be tween  communi t y  i n t er e st  groups  and  organ i sa t i ona l  
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F r o m  t h e  i l l u s t ra t i o n  i n  F i g ure  4 . 7 ,  i t  c a n  be  co nc l u de d  t ha t  m o re  

w o m en  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  c om mu n i t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  t ha n  i n  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nk a ge  s t ruc t u re s .  M ore  m e n  pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  

co mm u ni t y  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u r e s  t h an  i n  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps .  T he se  m en  a re  f o r war ded  b y  i n t e r e s t  g r ou p s  w hi c h  a re  

ba s ic a l l y  d om i n a t ed  b y  wo m en  t o  r e p r e se n t  the m  i n  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t r uc tu r e s .  As  ha s  bee n  p o i n te d  ou t  e a r l i e r ,  wo m e n  

co ns t i t u te  th e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t he  m e m be rs h i p  i n  a l l  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  t h a t  

a r e  rep re se n t e d  i n  t he  c om m un i t y  o r ga n i sa t io na l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u r e s .  

Th e  s t u d y  d i d  no t  e s t a b l i sh  t he  wo me n - d o mi na te d  i n t e re s t  g r ou p s ’  

m o t i ve s  in  de le ga t i n g  me n  t o  r e p re se n t  t hem  i n  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u re s .  Ho we ve r ,  th e  s t ud y  a s s ume d  t ha t  t he  w om e n  

m i gh t  ha ve  t ru s te d  t h e  m e n  to  r ep r e se n t  t he m  i n  um b re l l a  
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o r g an i sa t i on s ,  o r  t he  l o ca l  c u l t u ra l  n o r m s  an d  va l u es  m i gh t  ha ve  

ha d  an  i n f l ue nc e  on  t he  d ec i s i o ns .   

 

 

4 . 3 . 3  O r ga n i sa t io na l  me e t i n g  p r oce du r es  i n  g r o u p s  f o r  f r ee  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

 

Th e  co m m u ni t y  i n t e r e s t  g ro up s  we r e  a ske d  wh e t he r  t he y  ha d  

s t a t u te s .  A l l  t he  g r o u ps  re po r t e d  t o  ha ve  ha d  t he i r  r e sp ec t i ve  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u t e s .  H o we ve r ,  o n l y  4 2 . 9%  of  t he  g r ou ps  

p re sen te d  the i r  s t a t u t e s  f o r  re v i ew.  The  ma j o r i t y  o f  t h e  re v ie wed  

s t a t u te s  we re  i n  a  su b -s ta nda r d  s t a t e  i n  t ha t  t he y  d i d  no t  co ve r  m os t  

s t a n da r d  f e a t u re s  o f  an  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  s t a t u t e  ( See  t he  ex a m pl e s  o f  

s t a n da r d  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  s t a t u t e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o wi n g  sec t i o n  o n  

d oc u m en t  r e v i e w) .  W he n  a s ke d  a b ou t  t he i r  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  

me c han i sm s  i n  p l ac e  f o r  t he  e nh a nc e me n t  o f  p a r t i c i pa t i o n ,  78 . 6 %  of  

t h e  g r o u p s  r e po r t ed  th a t  t he y  a p p l i ed  ge ne r i c  p r oc e du re s  i n  the i r  

me e t i n gs  m o re  t ha n  p r oce du re s  p r o vi de d  f o r  b y  t h e i r  s t a t u te s .  F o r  

ex a m pl e ,  t w o  m em be r s  i n  o ne  o f  th e  g r o u p s  rep or t ed  t h a t  t h e y  ha d 

n o t  s e en  the  s t a t u t e  o f  t he i r  o r ga n i sa t io n  f o r  t h re e  yea rs .  Th i s  wa s  

e v id e n t  i n  pa r t i c i pa n t s  o b se r va t io n ,  t ha t  a l l  ( 10 0 %)  o f  the  m e e t in gs  

w er e  co nd uc te d  wi t h ou t  ma k i n g  a n y r e f e re nc e  t o  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  

s t a t u te s .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  c o m mun i t y  g r o ups  t h e re fo re  c o nd u c t  

t h e i r  c o m m u ni t y  de ve l o p me n t  ac t i v i t i e s  w i t ho u t  a d he r in g  t o  the i r  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u t e s .   

 

Th e  a c t i v i t i e s  we r e  c o nd u c t ed  t h r o u gh  c om m on  p r o ce d ur es  i ns te a d  

o f  i n s t i t u t i ona l  p r e sc r i p t i on s .  Fo r  e xa m pl e ,  w he n  aske d  ab o u t  

l e a de r sh i p  e l ec t ion  i n t e r va l s ,  one  ex ec u t i v e  c o mm i t t ee  m e m be r  

r e p o r t e d  t o  h a ve  h e l d  t he  o f f i c e  s in ce  19 97 .  O ne  o the r  g r ou p  

r e s po nd e d  th a t  i t  he l d  m ee t i n g s  o n  a  m on t h l y  b a s i s .  H ow e ve r ,  whe n  

r e vi e wi n g  th e i r  s t a t u te s ,  n o  c l au se  t h a t  p ro v i de d  fo r  m e e t in g  

i n te r va l s  a nd  p r o ced u r es  wa s  f o un d .   
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Th ou gh  c o mm un i t y  g r o u ps  to ok  e f f o r t s  t o  e ns u re  t ha t  t he  g r ou p  

en v i r o nm e n t  wa s  co nd uc i ve  to  f ree  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  t h e y  d i d  i t  

w i t ho u t  a p p l y i n g  t h e  r u l e s  o f  t he i r  o r ga n i sa t i o n s .  Th i s  s t a t e  o f  

a f f a i r s  t he re f o r e  ma ke s  th e  g r ou p  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  e n v i ro nme nt  

vu l ne ra b le  to  a b use .    

 

 

4 . 3 . 4  O b se r va nce  o f  o r ga n i sa t io na l  s t a t u t e s  f o r  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  

g r o u p  en v i r on m en t  

 

Th e  c om m uni t y  g r o up s  we re  a ske d  a bo u t  t he i r  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  

p r o ce d ur e s  a n d  n o r m s  to  ma ke  t he  g ro u ps ’  e n v i r on m e nt  c on d uc i ve  

t o  f ree  a n d  e f f ec t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on .  T he  g r o up s  s e ld o m  re p or t e d  

ab ou t  t he i r  f o r ma l  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  m ec ha n i sm s  t ha t  re gu l a t e d  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  t he i r  ac t i v i t i e s .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  g r o u ps  d i d  n o t  

ha ve  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  d oc um e n ts .  F o r  e xa m pl e ,  on l y  4 2 . 9 %  of  t he  

g r o u ps  ha d  o r ga n i sa t io na l  s t a tu te s .  T he  g r o up s  we re  a l so  a s ked  

w he t he r  t he i r  m ee t i n gs  had  a gen da .  T he  m a j o r i t y  ( 7 8 . 6 % )  o f  t he  

g r o u ps  use d  f o rm a l  a ge n da  i n  t he i r  me e t i n gs .  The se  f i n d i n gs  a g r ee  

w i t h  wha t  ha s  b ee n  f o un d  f r om  pa r t i c i p an t s  ob se r v a t i o n  t h a t  a l l  

( 1 0 0 % )  t h e  me e t i ngs  ha d  a ge n da .  I t  wa s  r ep or t ed  b y  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  g r ou ps  t ha t  th e  a ge nda  i s  p r o po se d  b y  t he  e xe cu t i ve  c o mm i t t ee ,  

r a t i f i e d  a nd  a d o p te d  b y  a l l  th e  pa r t i c ipa n t s  i n  t he  m ee t i ng .  I n  o t he r  

w o r ds ,  t he  com m un i t y  g r o u ps  do  n o t  c on d uc t  the i r  o rga n i sa t io n a l  

ac t i v i t i e s  a cc o rd i ng  t o  t he  s t a n da r d  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  a  n o rm a l  me e t i n g ,  

w i t h  th e  re su l t  t ha t  t he  pa r t i c ip a t io n  en v i r o nm e nt  m a y  b e  a b u sed  b y  

s om e  m em be r s  i n  l ea de rs h i p  po s i t i on s .  

 

P a r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  r e ga r de d  b y  t h e  g ro up s  a s  a n  e nd .  On  the  qu e s t i o n  

o f  wh e t he r  t he y  ha d  i n t e r na l  m ec ha n i sm s  i n  p l a ce  t o  p r o mo te  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  th e  g r ou p  m em be r s ,  t he  ma j o r i t y  o f  t he  g r ou ps  

r e p o r t e d  t ha t  t h e y  t r i e d  ha r d  t o  ma ke  g r o u p  e n v i ro nm e n t  f a vou r ab le  

f o r  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  t o  a l l  me mb e r s .  H o we ve r ,  t he y  r e so r te d  t o  c om mon 

ge ne r ic  me e t i n g  p r oce d u re s  t o  ge ne ra t e  an d  ma na ge  s uc h  a  
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pa r t i c ip a t io n  in  de c i s io n -m ak i n g  p roc e s se s .  F o r  e xa mp le ,  7 1 . 4 % o f  

t h e  g r o u ps  a p p l i e d  t he  ge ne r ic  a n d  c o m m on  a ge n da  i t em s  su ch  a s  

“c ha i r pe r so ns ’  we l co m e  re ma rk s”  a s  t he i r  m e ch a n i s m w i t h  w hi c h  

t h e y  p r o m ot e d  a nd  g e ne ra te d  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  a l l  g rou p  m em be rs  i n  

t h e  m ee t i n gs .  Th e  c ha i rp e r so n  o f  th e  m ee t i n g  we lc ome s  a l l  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  a nd  c a l l s  f o r  in c l us i ve  an d  a c t i ve  p a r t i c i pa t i o n .  The  

s a m e  was  o b se r ved  i n  a l l  ( 10 0 %)  o f  t he  m ee t i n g s .  A  “ we lc om e”  

i t e m wa s  r en d e re d  t o  ma ke  a l l  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  f ee l  a t  h o me .  Th i s  

me a ns  th a t  pe o p l e  pa r t i c ipa t io n  in  t h e  g ro up s  i s  t he  f i r s t  ob j ec t i ve  

t o  a c h ie ve .   

 

C om m u n i t y  g r ou ps  w o rk ed  ha r d  t o  en su r i n g  t ha t  t he i r  m em be rs  

pa r t i c ip a t e .  I t  wa s  a l so  l e a rn e d  f r om  t he  f i nd i n gs  t ha t  t he  m a j o r i t y  

o f  t he  g r o u ps  u se  i n f o r ma l  m ee t i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  an o t he r  m ec ha n i sm  

t o  c re a t e  f re e  pa r t i c ipa t io n  e n vi r on me nt  i n  t he i r  me e t i n gs .  Fo r  

ex a m pl e ,  5 7 .1 %  o f  t he  g ro u p s  a p p l i e d  i n f o r m a l  m ee t i n g  p r oc ed ure s  

w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  c re a t in g  f ree  an d  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  e n v i ro n me nt s  i n  the i r  

me e t i n gs .  The  s a m e  was  f o un d  i n  a l l  ( 1 0 0 %)  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

me e t i n gs .  T he  pa r t i c ip a n t s  a p pe a red  t o  be  f r ee  i n  a n  i n f o rm a l  

me e t i n g  e n vi r onm e n t .   

 

C om m u n i t y  g r o u p s  ( 3 5 .7 % )  e m p lo yed  o t he r  s t r a t e g ie s  ou t s i de  t he i r  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u te s  t o  p ro m o t e ,  f o s t e r  o r  s a f e gu a r d  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .  F or  e xa m pl e ,  one  g r o up  r e s po nd e d ,  “N o  m em be r  o f  

t h e  g ro up  i s  a l l o wed  t o  l e a ve  t he  m ee t i n g  wi th ou t  u t t e r i ng  a n y  w or d  

o n  i s sue s  o f  d i s c us s io n .  Y ou  mu s t  s a y  so me th in g .  T ha t  i s  o u r  l a w .”  

O ne  o t he r  g r o u p  r e p o r t e d  t ha t  t he y  u se  th e  m ee t i n g  a t t en dan ce  

r e gi s t e r  t o  c he c k  w he t he r  e ve r y  me m b er  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  a l l  t he  

de c i s i o n -m a k i n g  p r oce s ses .  An o th e r  g r o up  rep o r t ed :  “… e ve r y o ne  

o n  the  r o l l  c a l l  mu s t  s a y  so me th in g  r e ga r d i n g  t he  m a t t e r  on  t he  

t a b l e . ”  T he  m ee t i ng  a t t en dan ce  r e g i s t e r s  a r e  use d  t o  m o n i t o r  an d  

en su re  t he  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  o f  e ve r yon e  in  t he  m ee t i n gs .  The  s t ud y  ha s  

f o u n d  th a t  the  co m m u ni t y  g r o u p s  m a ke  a l l  t h e  e f f o r t s  i n  e ns ur in g  

t h a t  pa r t i c ipa t io n  in  t he  g ro u p s  em po we rs  e ve r y  me m ber .  Fo r  
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ex a m pl e ,  th e  c ha i r i n g  o f  t he  me e t i n gs  i s  ro ta te d  a mo n g  a l l  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s .   

Th e  g ro up s  we re  a l so  a s ke d  w he t he r  th e  i n te rna l  e n v i ro nm e nts  i n  

t h e i r  g r o u p s  we re  c o n du c i ve  t o  f r ee  a nd  e f f e c t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on .  A l l  

t h e  g r o up s  re p o r te d  t ha t  e ve r y  o ne  w as  f r ee  to  p a r t i c i pa te .  F o r  

ex a m pl e ,  o ne  g r oup  re po r t e d  t ha t  t o  a vo i d  i n t im i da t i o n  an d  r i d i cu le  

am on g  t he  pa r t i c i p an t s ,  t he y  u se d  to  im po se  a  R 2 0  p e n a l t y  t o  t h ose  

w h o  i n te r ru p t ed  o t he r  s pea ke rs  o r  r i d i cu l e d  o t h e r  pa r t i c i pa n t s  i n  t he  

me e t i n gs ,  t h u s  e nsu r in g  tha t  f re e  pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i r o nm e nt  in  t he  

g r o u ps  i s  gu a ra n t ee d .   

 

Th e  s tu d y  a l s o  f o un d  th a t  t he  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  e n v i ro n me n t  i s  n o t  o n l y  

c r ea te d  i n  the  g r ou p s ,  b u t  i s  a l s o  f os te re d .  O ne  o t he r  g r o u p  re po r t ed  

t h a t  to  e n f o rce  ac t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  pa s s i ve  me mb e r s ,  “ We  

co ns id e r  i m p os i n g  a  f i ne  t o  t ho se  w h o  d o  n o t  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  t he  

b u i ld i n g  o f  t h i s  o r ga n i sa t i on  be ca use  t ha t  i s  j u s t  l i ke  f a i l in g  t o  pa y  

o ne ’s  sh a r e  o f  c on t r i bu t i o n .  The  c ha i rp e r so n  u se d  to  s a y  t h i s  a t  t he  

be g i n n i n g  o f  t he  m ee t in g s . ”  T ho u gh  g r o u p  m ee t i n g s  ha ve  be e n 

co nd uc t ed  w i t h ou t  o b se r va nc e  o f  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  s t a t u te s ,  g r o up  

l e a de r sh i p  e n f o rc ed  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  a l l  me m b er s  i n  me e t i n gs .   

 

Th e  t e r m s  o f  o f f i c e  f o r  t he  s i t t i n g  o f  e xe c u t i ve  c om mi t t e e s  we re  n o t  

o bse r ve d .  F o r  e xam pl e ,  one  c om m i t t ee  wa s  f o un d  to  ha ve  s e r ve d  

t we l v e  c on se c u t i ve  ye a r s  in  o f f i ce  a s  o p po se d  t o  t he  p ro v i s i ons  o f  

t h e i r  s t a t u te .  Th i s  co nf i r m s  t ha t  t he  co m m u ni t y  g r o up s  a re  

ad mi n i s t e re d  wi t ho u t  ob se r va nc e  o f  t he i r  o r g an i sa t i ona l  p roc e du re s  

an d  p ro t o co l s .  Tho se  t ha t  a re  i n  t h e  c o n t ro l  o f  t he  g r o up  s i tu a t io n  

ma y  c on t r o l  t he  en v i r onm e n t  a s  t hey  p l ea se .  T h i s  ma y  t he re f o re  

r e n de r  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  e n v i r o nm e nt  vu l ne ra b le  t o  a bu se  b y  so me  

i n d i v i d ua l s .   
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4 . 3 . 5  Em p o we r m en t  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  t h r o u gh  g r o u p 

pa r t i c ip a t io n   

 

Th e  g r o u ps  wer e  a s k ed  a b o u t  th e  e mp o wer m e nt  o f  t he i r  m em be r s .  

Th e  ma j o r i t y  ( 64 . 3% )  o f  t he  g r o up s  r ep o r t ed  t o  ha ve  r ea l i s ed  a n  

e l e me n t  o f  s e l f -e s te em  a nd  c o n f id e nc e  am o n g  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  i n  

t h e i r  g ro up s .  O ne  g r o u p  t ha t  pa r t i c ipa t e d  in  a  co mm u ni t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n ka g e  s t ruc t u re  r e sp o n de d  th a t  t he i r  

r e p re se n ta t i ve s  in  t h e  l i n ka g e  s t r uc t u re  ha d  be ga n  t o  q u es t io n  

i s s ue s  t he y  u sed  t o  l i ve  w i t h  be f o re .  O ne  g r ou p  m em be r  l i v i n g  wi t h  

d i s a b i l i t y  re sp o nd ed :  “A t  the  be g i n n i n g  o f  t he  g r o up ,  t he r e  wa s  a  

me m be r  wi th  s pe ec h  p r o b le m ,  wh o  ha p pe ne d  t o  be  a  c ha i r pe r so n ,  

an d  u sed  t o  re f u se  t o  re p re se n t  u s  i n  s om e  ge ne ra l  co mm uni t y  

me e t i n gs .  Ho we ve r ,  n ow  h e  c a n  f i gh t  i f  he  i s  no t  e le c t e d  t o  

r e p re se n t  us  s ome whe re . ”  Th i s  me a n s  t ha t  f r om  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  

pe op l e  be co me  a w ar e  o f  t he i r  c a pa b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  be co me  se l f -

ac t ua l i s e d .  T he y  a l so  a t t a i n  s e l f -e s t ee m  a n d  e mp owe r me n t  t o  

pa r t i c ip a t e .   

 

O ne  b r o i l e r  g r o u p  me m b e r  r e sp o n de d :  “ We  ca n  ba n k  m o ne y ,  we  n o w 

k n o w b ud g e t i n g .  We  a re  o l d ,  b u t  we  c a n  c ou n t  ch i c ks ,  a nd  we  c a n  

va cc i n a t e  t h em .  W e  a r e  b r o i l e r  e x pe r t s . ”  A n  o l d  wo ma n  in  a  b r o i l e r  

p r o d uc t i on  g r o up  re s po n de d :  “ We  h a ve  ch a n ge d .  Ou r  c onf i de nc e  ha s  

ch a n ge d …. we  c a n  r ep re se n t  o u r  o r ga n i sa t io n  in  a n y  f o r u m  wi t h o u t  

f e a r . ”  O n e  yo u t h  o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n k a ge  s t r uc t u re  r e spo n de d :  “ We  

f e e l  we  a re  e mp ow er e d .  We  n o w i n t e r ac t  w i t h  ma n y  s ta ke h o l de r s  

i n c l u d i n g  p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  h i ghe r  po s i t io n s  i n  go ve r n me nt  an d  

pa ra s t a ta l s .  Th i s  i n t e r ac t i o n  m a k es  u s  i n f o rm e d  a bo u t  t he  So u t h  

A f r i ca n  s i t u a t i o n . ”  T h i s  me a n s  t ha t  f r o m  pa r t i c ipa t io n  pe o p l e  ga i n  

co nf i de nce  t o  f ac e  a  d i f f i cu l t  e n v i r on m en t .  Pa r t i c ipa t i on  t he re f o re  

r e s u l t s  in  s e l f -e s t e em  a n d  e mp o we r me n t .  
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Me m be rs  o f  t h e  g r o u ps  de le ga te d  t o  rep re se n t  t he i r  r e s p ec t i ve  

g r o u ps  i n  a  c om m u ni t y  o r ga n i sa t io na l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u re  f e l t  t h a t  

t h e y  we r e  c h a r ged  w i t h  a  re sp on s i b i l i t y  t o  p ro pe r l y  c a r r y  o u t  t o  t he  

t a sk  an d  r e p o r t  b ac k .  T he y  r ep o r t ed  t ha t  s i nc e  t he y  we re  

r e s po ns i b l e  t o  p r ope r l y  r e p re sen t  t he i r  g r o up s  i n  t he  co mm u ni t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u re s ,  t hey  f e l t  t ha t  t he y  ha d  a  d u t y  t o  

f u l l y  pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  t he  s t ru c t u re s  fo r  t h e  b es t  i n te re s t s  o f  the i r  

r e s pec t i ve  g r o up s .  F r o m  t he se  f i nd in g s  a  co nc lu s i on  i s  d ra wn  th a t  

r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s  m ak e  pe op l e  c om mi t t e d  t o  pa r t i c i pa t e .  

  

Th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  g r o u p s  re p or t e d  th a t  t h e y  we re  co l l ec t i ve l y  

ex po se d  t o  f a r mi ng  t ra i n i n g  o p p or t un i t i e s  wh ic h  we re  e m p o we r in g  

t o  t he i r  m e m be r s .  S om e  ( 37 .5 % )  o f  t he  me m be r s  w er e  a l so  

de le ga te d  t o  r e p re se n t  t he  g r o u p s  i n  o t he r  o r ga n i sa t i on s  a n d  p u b l i c  

e ve n t s ,  m ak in g  t he m  f e e l  e m p o we re d .  F o r  ex a m pl e ,  the y  r e po r t e d  

t h a t  a s  g r ou p  re p re se n ta t i ve s ,  “W e  a r e  g r a n t e d  s pe c i a l  t r e a t me n t  

an d  re spe c t ,  an d  t h a t  m a ke s  us  f ee l  c o n f i d en t  a nd  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t he  

g r o u p . ”  Th i s  m ea ns  t ha t  wh e n  pe op l e  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  de ve lo pme n t  

i n i t i a t i ve s ,  t he y  a t t a i n  c o nf i de nc e ,  s e l f -e s t e em  a nd  d i gn i t y  i n  t he  

s oc ie t y .   

 

I t  i s  l ea r ne d  f rom  t he  f i n d i n g s  t ha t  p eo p le  wh o  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g r ou p s  g e t  ex p o sed  t o  soc ia l  i n t e ra c t i on ,  wh ic h  b u i l ds  

t h e i r  co n f i de n ce .  P a r t i c ipa t io n  i n  b o t h  c o m mu ni t y  i n te r e s t  g r o u p s  

an d  o r ga n i sa t io na l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc tu re s  re su l t s  i n  t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  

ga in i n g  se l f -ac t ua l i s a t i o n  a nd  e s te e m.  T he y  f e e l  r ec ogn i se d  a n d  

i m p or ta n t  i n  t he  soc i e t y .   

 

 

4 . 3 . 6  C ol l ec t i ve  s en se  o f  r e sp on s i b i l i t y  a nd  o w ne r s h i p  a m on g  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  in  t he  g r o u p s  
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Wh e n  a sk e d  a b o u t  t he  e f f ec t  o f  t h e  cha i rpe r so n’ s  we l c ome  o n  

pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  th e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  re po r te d  t ha t  t he  we l c o me  wa s  

e f f ec t i ve .  H owe ve r ,  ha l f  ( 50 % )  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pan t s  f u r t he r  re p o r t e d  

t h a t  th e y  pa r t i c i pa t e d  no t  bec a use  o f  t he  we l c o me  re ma rk s ,  b u t  

r a th e r  m uc h  b ec au se  o f  t he  pas s i o n  t he y  h a d  f o r  t he  g r o u p .  F o r  

ex a m pl e ,  o ne  so r gh um  gr ou p  m em be r  r e sp on d ed :  “W e  c re a t ed  t h i s  

o r g an i sa t i on  o ur se l v es ,  i t  i s  o u r  bab y ,  a nd  we  c a r e  f o r  i t . ”  Th i s  

me a ns  t ha t  f o un de r  m em be rs  o f  t he  c o m m u ni t y  g r o up s  o w n  t he  

g r o u ps  an d  the i r  dev e l o pm e n t  ro le .  

 

F r o m  t he  i n te r v i e ws  o f  the  c om mu ni t y  g r o u p s ,  th e  s t ud y  f o un d  t h a t  

t h e  o ve r a l l  g r o u ps ’  i n t e r na l  p a r t i c i pa t i on  e n v i ro n me n t  i s  n o t  

co nd uc i ve  f o r  e f f ec t i ve  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  a nd  emp o we r m ent .  

O n l y  35 . 7 %  of  t he  g r ou ps  ha ve  been  f ou nd  to  h a ve  a l l  w ha t  i s  

ne e d ed  to  ma ke  t he  g r o u ps ’  i n t e r na l  e n v i r o nme nt  c on du c i ve  t o  f r ee  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a nd  pe op l e  em po we rm en t .  T h i s  t he re f o re  m e a ns  th a t  

t h e  i n t e r n a l  pa r t i c ipa t io n  en v i r o nm e nt  i n  co m m u ni t y  g r o u p s  i s  no t  

co nd uc i ve  t o  f re e  pa r t i c i pa t i on  an d  em p o we r m en t .  

 

 

4 . 4  F IN D IN G S F ROM  TH E  R EV I EW  O F  C OM M UN I T Y 

G R OU P S ’  OR GA N IS A TI O NA L DOC UME NT S  

 

Th i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t he  s t ud y  p r e se n t s  wha t  wa s  f o u n d  f rom  t h e  re v ie w 

o f  d oc um e n ts  ke p t  b y  c om m un i t y  g r o u p s .  T he se  we re  t he  d oc u me nt s  

t h a t  a p pe a re d  t o  h a ve  a  be a r i n g  o n  p eo p le  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g r oup s .  The  d oc u me nt s  re v i ewe d  i nc lu de d  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u te s  t ha t  de f i n ed  t he  g r o ups  the m se l ve s  a nd  t he i r  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  p r o ce d u r es .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s tu d y  a l s o  ou t l i ne s  

t h e  f in d in gs  f ro m t he  m in u te s  o f  th e  g r o u p  me e t i n gs  a nd  a n y  o t he r  

d oc u m en t  t ha t  c o u l d  e n f o r ce  a n  e l e me n t  o f  c om m i t m en t  w i t h i n  t he  

g r o u ps .  

 

 



 141 

 

4 . 4 . 1  C om m u n i t y  g r o up  d yna m ic s  a nd  pa r t i c i pa t i on  f o r  p eo p le  

em po we rm en t  

 

Th e  s t a t u t e s  o f  t he  s a m p le d  g r ou p s  w er e  r e v ie wed  t o  i n ve s t i ga te  

t h e i r  p ro v i s i o ns  reg u l a t in g  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  o f  th e  g rou p  m e m be r s .  The  

s tu d y  l o o ke d  f o r  c l a use s  t ha t  p r o v i ded  f o r  a n d  p r om ot ed  f ree  an d  

eq u i t a b l e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  o f  a l l  m em be rs .  Th e  s t u d y  a l so  l o o ke d  i n t o  

c l a uses  t h a t  p ro v ide d  f o r  t he  c ap ac i t y  b u i l d in g  a nd  e mp ow er me nt  o f  

t h o se  pa r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  t he  g ro u p s .  

 

(a )  Commun i t y  groups  i n s t i t u t i ona l i sa t i on  

Th e  g r ou ps  we re  a ske d  t o  p r o v i de  t he i r  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  s t a t u te s .  N o t  

a l l  t he  g r o u ps  ha d  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  s t a t u t e s .  A  l a r ge r  n um be r  (5 7 . 1 % )  

o f  t he  g r ou ps  ha d  n o  f o rma l  a nd  s t a nda r d  s t a t u t e s .  On l y  4 2 . 9 %  o f  

t h e  g r o up s  t h a t  p a r t i c i pa te d  in  t he  s t ud y  h a d  f o rm a l  s t a t u t e s  be a r in g  

w e l l  de f i ned  c om mo n  a nd  s t a nda rd  p r i nc i p l e s .  The se  f i nd i n gs  a g r ee  

w i t h  t he  f i nd i n gs  f ro m  t he  g r o u ps  i n t e r v ie w s  (4 2 . 9%) .  F o r  a n  

ex a m pl e  o f  a  s t a n da rd  o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u te ,  s e e  ap pe n d i x  2 .  Th ese  

s t a t u te s  com pr e he ns i ve l y  c o ve re d  m os t  o f  t he  c om mo n  p r i n c i p l e s .   

 

(b )  Par t i c i pa t i on  co s t s  

F r o m  t he  g ro up s ’  d o cu me nt s  re v i ew s ,  t he  s t ud y  f o un d  th a t  t he  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  c o m mu ni t y  g r o u ps  was  n o t  f re e  o f  cha r ge .  

A n  a ve ra ge  a f f i l i a t i o n  f e e  t o  c om m un i t y  i n t e r e s t  g ro up s  wa s  R 5 0  

r e gi s t ra t i on  f e e  an d  R1 0  m on t h l y  s u b sc r i p t i o n  pe r  i n d i v i d u a l  

me m be r .  Fo r  o rga n i sa t i o na l  l i nk age  s t ru c t u re s ,  t he  a ve ra ge  

r e gi s t ra t i on  a n d  m o nt h l y  s ub sc r i p t i o n  f e e s  we re  f ou nd  to  be  R2 0 0  

an d  R5 0  pe r  in t e re s t  g ro u p  r e s pe c t i ve l y .  Th e  me m be r sh ip  t o  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re  i s  r a th e r  c o s t l y .  The  f i n d in gs  a g r ee  wi th  t he  f in d i n gs  f rom 

pa r t i c ip a n t s  o b se r va t i o n :  whe re  Ma i l a - Map i t s ane  y ou t h  g r ou p 

de te r m in e d  R4 0  re g i s t r a t io n  f e e  a n d  R 10  m o nt h l y  su b sc r i p t i o n  a s  

t h e  me m be r s h i p  f ee s  f o r  the i r  g r ou p .  T he  re g i s t r a t io n  f ee s  va r i e d  

f ro m  R4 0  t o  R5 0 .  T he  m on th l y  s ub sc r i p t i on  wa s  R1 0 .  Th i s  m ea n s  
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t h a t  th e  c ha nc es  f o r  p o o r  c o mm u ni t y  i n te re s t  g r o u p s  t o  p a r t i c i pa te  

i n  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u r e s  a re  l i m i t ed  b y  t he se  ex o rb i t a n t  

me m be r s h ip  f ee s .   

 

 

4 . 4 . 2  P a r t i c i pa t i o n  a s  a n  e n d  in  c om mu ni t y  g r o u ps   

 

The  s t u d y  f o un d  p a r t i c i pa t i on  a s  a n  o b j e c t i ve  i t s e l f ,  i n  t he  

co m m u ni t y  g r o up s ’  s t a t u te s .  Th i s  i s  p r o v i ded  f o r  in  t h e  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u ps ’  o r ga n i sa t io na l  s t a t u te s .  I t  i s  a l so  ma n i f e s t e d  i n  t he  r e a so ns  

p r o v ide d  b y  t he  g r o u p’ s  p r ospe c t i ve  me m b e rs  i n  t he i r  m em be r s h i p  

ap p l i ca t io n  f o r m s .    

 

(a )  Organ i sa t i ona l  s t a tu te s ’  prov i s i ons  on  peop le  par t i c ip a t i on  

The  ma j o r i t y  o f  the  s t a t u te s  re v ie wed  ( 6 6 . 7 %)  c o n t a i n  p r o v i s i o n s  

o n  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  t he  m em be rs  a s  a  goa l  t o  ach i e ve .  T he  

pa r t i c i pa t i o n  o f  t he  g r o u ps ’  m em be r s  i s  gua ra n t ee d  a n d  p r o m ot e d  

b y  t he  p ro v i s i o ns  o f  t he  s t a tu te s .  The  p ro v i s i o ns  f o r  f r ee  

pa r t i c i pa t i o n  f o r  a l l  me m b er s  re f l ec t e d  i n  th e  s t a t u t e  o f  t he  

S e kh uk hu ne  As soc ia t i on  f o r  t he  Ca re  o f  t he  Di sab le d  i s  an  e xa mp le  

o f  h o w ob j e c t i ve ,  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  c omm un i t y  g r ou ps  i s .  The  s t a tu te  

p r o v ide s  t ha t  a l l  me m b e r s  a r e  f re e  t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  the  g r o up ’ s  

ac t i v i t i e s .  I t  goe s  f u r t he r  t o  po i n t  o u t  t ha t  “ a l l  me m b ers  sha l l  be  

t r e a te d  e q u a l l y  w i t ho u t  p re j u d i ce . ”  F i gu r e  4 . 8  r e f le c t s  t he  

h i g h l i gh te d  c l au se  f r om  one  o f  t he  r e v i e wed  c omm un i t y  g r o u p  

o r ga n i sa t i o na l  s t a t u t e s  t ha t  p r o v ide s  f o r  e q u i t a b l e  r i g h t  an d  

f re ed o m  t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  c o m mu n i t y  d e ve l o pm e nt  g r oup .  Th i s  

me a n s  t ha t  c om mu n i t y  g r o u ps  a re  c om mi t t e d  t o  c r ea t i ng  i n te rn a l  

en v i r o nm e nt  th a t  i s  c o nd u c i ve  to  f ree  pa r t i c i p a t i o n .  T h i s  

co m m i t me n t  a l s o  m ea n s  t ha t  f o r  t he  g ro u p s ,  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  a n  e n d  

o f  de ve l o p me nt  i t se l f .  

 

 

 



 143 

 

Figure  4 . 8 :  A h ighl i gh t  f rom the  s ta tu te  o f  Sekhukhune  

As soc i a t i on  f or  the  Care  o f  t he  D i sabled  on  the i r  s t a tue ’ s  

prov i s i ons  for  c ommi tment  on  f re e  par t i c ipa t ion  and equa l i ty  

among  the  group member s  

 

 

 

 

F r o m  o th e r  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  s t a t u te s ,  pe op l e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  wa s  t he  

p r i o r i t y  a b o ve  a l l  o t he r  ob j e c t i ve s  o n  t h e  l i s t s  o f  t he  g r ou p s ’  

o b j ec t i ves .  S o ,  pa r t i c ipa t io n  i s  r e ga rde d  b y  t h e  g ro u ps  a s  a n  en d  

r a th e r  th a n  a  m ea ns .  Pe op l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  h a d  be en  c le a r ly  p r o v i de d  

f o r  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e s .   

 

Th ese  g r o u ps  h a d  com m i t t e d  t he mse l v es  t h r o u gh  the i r  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u t e s  to  e nc o u rag e ,  p r om o te  a n d  f ac i l i t a t e  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  a l l  me mb e r s .  Equ i t a b l e  e m p o we r me n t  o f  a l l  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  was  a l so  d o cu m e nt e d  a s  o b l i ga t io n  b y  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  g ro ups .  T hr ou gh  t he i r  s t a t u te ’ s  p ro v i s i o ns ,  t he  g r ou ps  

ex p l i c i t l y  c o m m i t t ed  the m se l ve s  n o t  o n l y  t o  f r ee  pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  bu t  

a l so  t o  t he  em p ow e r m en t  o f  t h e i r  m e m be rs .  Fo r  e xa m pl e ,  t he  

ma j o r i t y  o f  t h e  o r gan i sa t i ona l  s t a tu t e s  e x p l i c i t l y  r e f l e c t e d  t he  

co mm i t m en t  o f  t h e  g r o up s  to  p r o mo te ,  e nc ou ra ge  and  f ac i l i t a t e  

pe op l e  pa r t i c ipa t ion  a n d  em p o we r m en t  o f  t he i r  m em be rs  a c r o s s  
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s oc ia l ,  e c on om ic  a n d  p o l i t i ca l  s pe c t r um .  F i g u re  4 . 9  p re sen t s  a  

c l a use  o f  t he  o r ga n i sa t io na l  s t a t u te  o f  Ma t so g o  ga  a  Be we  e g g  

l a ye r s  g ro up  i n  w h ic h  p a r t i c i pa t i on  a n d  e m p o we r me n t  o f  a l l  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  a re  gua ra n t ee d .   

 

 F i gure  4 . 9 :  A  h i gh l ight  f rom the  s ta tute  o f  Ma tsogo  ga  a  Bewe  

Agr i -Bus ine s s :  Egg  product i on   

 

 

 

Th i s  o r ga n i sa t i ona l  o b l i ga t i o n  c on f i r ms  c o mm i tm en t  o f  t he  

co mm u ni t y  g r o u ps  on  f re e  a nd  e q u i t a b le  pa r t i c i pa t i on  an d  

em po we rm en t  o f  a l l .  F ro m  t h i s  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  c o mm i tm en t  a  l e s so n  

i s  l ea rn e d  t ha t  c om mu ni t y  g r o u ps  a r e  de te r m ine d  t o  e n su re  th a t  

pe op l e  a re  a f f o rd ed  a  g r o u p  e n v i ro nm e nt  t ha t  i s  c o n duc i ve  t o  f r ee  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  an d  e m p o we r me n t .  Co mm un i t y  g r o up s  t he re f o re  re ga r d  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  a s  a n  en d  o f  de ve l op m e nt .   

 

P e o p le  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a nd  e mp o we rm e nt  wa s  f o u nd  t o  be  a  p r io r i t y  i n  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a tu t e s  o f  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  s am p l ed  g r o ups .  

P e o p le  p a r t i c i pa t i on  was  no t  o n l y  p r ov i de d  f o r  a s  a  me e t i n g  a spe c t ,  

b u t  r a t he r  a s  a n  o r ga n i sa t io na l  ob l i ga t i o n .  C omm un i t y  g r o u ps  

en c o u ra ge  a n d  p r om ot e  f re e  pa r t i c ipa t i on  f o r  a l l .  Pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  
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f e a t u re d  i n  th e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t he  s t a t u t e s  a s  an  o b j e c t i ve  to  be  

ac h i e ved .  S i nc e  t he  p r o m ot i on  o f  pa r t i c ip a t io n  t o o k  p r io r i t y  i n  t he  

ma j o r i t y  o f  t h e  g r o u ps ’  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  s t a t u te s ,  f o r  t he m  t he re f o re  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i s  a n  e n d  o f  de ve l o pm e nt .  T ra i n i n g  o f  g r ou p  m em be rs  

a l so  a p pe a re d  q u i t e  o f t e n  in  t he  o b je c t i ve s  o f  t he  ma j o r i t y  o f  t he  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u t e s .  Th i s  t he re f o re  m ea ns  t ha t  c o mm uni t y  

g r o u ps  re ga r d  e m po we rme nt  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pan t s  t h ro u gh  t ra i n in g  i n  

f a r m i n g  p ro du c t io n  sy s te m s  a s  a  p r i o r i t y .  

 

(b )  Reasons  f o r  par t i c ip a t i on  i n  commun i ty  g roups  

O r ga n i sa t io na l  m e m be r sh i p  ap p l i ca t io n  f o r m s  we re  r e vi e we d .  T he  

r e as on s  f o r  m em be rs  to  j o i n  t h e  g r o u ps  we r e  i n ve s t i ga te d  t o  

e s t ab l i sh  t h e  m o t i ve s  f o r  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  c om m un i ty  de ve l o pme nt  

g r o u ps  b y  c o mm u ni t y  me m b er s .  N o t  a l l  g r o u ps  u se d  f o rm a l  

me m be r s h ip  a pp l i c a t i on  me th od s .  O n l y  1 4 . 3 %  of  t h e  gr o up s  we re  

f o u n d  t o  ha ve  ad m i n i s t e re d  t he i r  me m be r s h ip  a pp l i ca t i on s  wi t h  

f o r ma l  m e m be r sh ip  a pp l i ca t i on  f o rm s .  F o r  t he  m a j or i t y  o f  t he  

g r o u ps  a  s im p l e  pa y me nt  o f  t he  re g i s t r a t io n  f e es  e f f ec te d  t he  

me m be r s h ip  t o  suc h  pa r t i c u la r  c om m un i t y  g r ou ps .  

 

H o we ve r ,  f r om  t he  f e w  g ro u p s  t o  w hi ch  a n  a p p l i c a t io n  f o r  

me m be r s h ip  was  d o ne  t h ro u g h  a  f o r ma l  a pp l i ca t i on  f o r m,  i t  wa s  

f o u n d  t ha t  whe n  a  ne w  m e m be r  a p p l i ed  f o r  a  me m b er sh i p ,  he  o r  she  

ha d  to  g i ve  a  rea s on  t o  j o i n  t ha t  pa r t i cu la r  g r o up .  A m on g  t he  

r e a s on s ,  ve r y  f e w w e r e  a b o u t  i nc om e .  Man y  j o ine d  i n  o rde r  t o  

i n te ra c t  w i t h  o t h e r  c o m mu ni t y  m em be r s  i n  a  c o l l e c t i ve  s e t u p .  Soc i a l  

i n te ra c t i o n  wa s  f ou n d  t o  be  t he  l a rge s t  ( 5 0 % )  s i n g l e  m o t i ve  in  

j o i n i n g  com m u ni t y  g r o u p s .  Th i s  t h e re f o r e  m ea n s  t ha t  s oc i a l  an d  

me n t a l  g r ow th  a re  m o re  i mp o r ta n t  t o  t h e  c om m u n i t y  mem be r s  t ha n  

ec o n o mi c  ga i ns .  F ig u r e  4 . 1 0  p r e se n t s  an  e xa mp le  o f  a  m em be rs h i p  

ap p l i c a t io n  f o r m  re t r i e v ed  f r o m  o ne  o f  t he  re v i ewe d  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  

d oc u m en t s .   
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F igure  4 . 10 :  An example  o f  an  app l i ca t i on  f orm re f l ec t i ng  

prov i s i on  for  reasons  to  j o in  a  group  
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F r o m  the  a b o ve  p re se n t a t i on ,  soc i a l  i n te ra c t i on  ha s  b een  f o u n d  t o  

be  t he  m a j o r  mo t i ve  f o r  pe o p l e  t o  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  c om m u ni t y  g r o u ps .  

Th i s  co nf i r m s  t he  a r gu me n t  t ha t  pe o p l e  wa n t  t o  pa r t i c i pa t e  in  soc i a l  

ac t i v i t i e s  e ve n  i f  i t  i s  w i t ho u t  m a t e r i a l  be ne f i t .  Pe op l e  re g a r d  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a s  an  e n d  o f  d e ve l op m en t .  

 

 

4 . 4 . 3  C om m u n i t y  g r o u ps ’  m ec ha n i s ms  f o r  e nh a nc em e nt  o f  

pe op l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

  

Th e  g r ou ps  we re  a ske d  t o  p r o v ide  t he  m in u t e s  o f  t he i r  m ee t i n g s  f o r  

r e vi e w.  T he  s t ud y  c o u l d  s e cu re  m i nu t e s  f ro m  o n l y  35 . 7 %  of  t he  

t a r ge t ed  g r o up s .  No  f o rm a l  d ra f t  a ge n da  wa s  f ou nd .  Ho we ver ,  a l l  

( 1 0 0 % )  o f  th e  m i n u t e s  re vi e we d  re f l ec t e d  c o m mo n  a gen da  i t em s  

s uc h  a s  we l co me ,  ap o l o g ie s ,  ma t t e r s  a r i s i n g  f ro m  t he  mi nu t e s ,  e t c .  

Th e  re v ie w  wa s  f oc use d  o n  h o w  th e  me e t i n gs  we re  c o n du c t e d  i n  

r e l a t i on  t o  f re e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  b y  a l l  m em ber s .  The  re co r ds  o n  

ge ne r a l  c o m me n t s  w er e  s t ud i e d  t o  f i n d  ou t  w he t he r  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

w as  p rom ot ed ,  a nd  t h e  e n v i r o nme nt  c o n du c i ve  t o  f r ee  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

w as  c r ea te d  i n  t he  m ee t i n g s .  Th e  o bse r va t i on  a l s o  s oug h t  t o  f in d  

o u t  whe t he r  a l l  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa te d  i n  t h e  m ee t i n g s ’  de l i be ra t i on s .  

Th e  r e v i e w  a l s o  i n ve s t i ga te d  t he  r o l e  a n d  im pa c t  o f  g r ou p  

l e a de r sh i p  o n  t h e  p r o mot i o n  o f  pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  a l l  i n  t he  m ee t in g s .   

 

Th e  i t em  in  S ep e d i  “ Ka mo ge l o  ya  m a l ok o”  me a n in g  “ w e l co me  o f  

t h e  me mb e rs”  ( F i gu re  4 . 1 1a )  a p pe a red  i n  t he  m a j o r i t y  (8 0 % )  o f  t he  

m i n u t e s  r e v ie we d ,  a s  me ch a n i s m  t o  p r om o te  pa r t i c i pa t io n  o f  a l l  

me m be r s  i n  t he  m e e t i n gs .  T h i s  was  a n  a g en d a  i t e m  t h r o u gh  w hi c h  

t h e  ch a i rpe r so n s  we lc om ed  a l l  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s .  In  th e  c h a i rpe r so n s ’  

w e l c o mi n g  s pee c hes ,  a l l  m em be rs  we re  e n co u ra ged  t o  f re e l y  an d  

ac t i ve l y  pa r t i c i pa t e .  Th e se  f i nd i n gs  a g r ee  w i t h  t he  f i nd i n gs  f rom  

t h e  c om mu ni t y  g r o u ps  i n te r v i e w s  th a t  t he  ma j o r i t y  ( 71 . 4 )  o f  t he  

g r o u ps  re l y  o n  t he  a ge nd a  i t e m  “ we l c o me  rem a rks”  t o  ge ne ra te  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  a l l  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  i n  t he  me e t i ngs .  T he  g r ou ps  
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ap p l y  a n y  me c ha n i s m  th a t  ma y  p ro mo te  pa r t i c i pa t i on s .  T he  g ro u p s  

en su re  tha t  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  i n c l us i v e .  T o  ac co m m o da t e  m e m be rs  

w h o  f a i l e d  to  a t t e n d  t he  m ee t i n gs ,  t he  a ge nda  p r o v i ded  f o r  

ap o l o gi e s  f r om  su ch  me mb e r s .  Th i s  m e a ns  t ha t  t he  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t  i s  m ad e  t o  inc l u de  e ve r y  g r o u p  m em be r .  

 

Th e  m em be rs  w ho  r e p r e se n t e d  t he  g r o u p s  i n  o t he r  o rga n i sa t i o ns  

s uc h  a s  o r g an i sa t i o na l  l i nka ge  s t ruc t u re  o r  “c l u s t e r  s t r uc t u re”  a s  

r e f e r re d  t o  b y  so me  g r ou p s ,  we r e  b oun d  t o  rep o r t  ba c k  t o  t he  g ro u p  

ab ou t  wha t  t r a n sp i r ed  i n  t h ose  um b re l l a  o r gan i sa t i on s .  Fo r  t he  

g r o u ps  t o  p a r t i c i pa te  me an i n gf u l l y  t o wa r ds  i n f l ue nc i n g  t he  

de c i s i o n s  o f  th e  “ c l us t e r  s t r uc t u r e”  g r o u ps ,  g r ou p s ’  re p re se n ta t i ve s  

w er e  g i ve n  m a nda te s  t o  de l i ve r  i n  t he  me e t i n gs  o f  such  s t r uc t u r e s .  

Th e  re p re sen ta t i ve  p a r t i c i pa n t s  wer e  g i ve n  t he  m a nda te s  w i t h  

r e f e r e n ce  t o  t he  g r o u ps ’  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  s t a t u te s .  F i g u re  4 . 11  sh o ws  

an  e xa m p le  o f  t he  m i nu t e s  re f l ec t i n g  a n  a ge n da  a nd  m e e t in g  

p r o ce d ur e  w her e  pa r t i c ip a t io n  o f  a l l  m em be rs  wa s  e n ha nc e d  b y  

ch a i rpe rso n ’s  we lc o m e  re ma r ks .  Th i s  me an s  t ha t  t he  g ro u p s  w o r k  

ha r d  t o  e nsu re  t ha t  t he i r  in t e r na l  e n v i r o nme n t  i s  c on duc iv e  t o  f r ee  

an d  e f f ec t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on .   

 

 

4 . 4 . 4  Re sp ons i b i l i t y  a nd  o w ne r s h ip  o f  de ve lo p me n t  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g ro u p s  

 

A n  e l em en t  o f  re s po ns i b i l i t y  a n d  a  s e n se  o f  o wne rs h i p  a r e  re f l e c t e d  

i n  8 0 % of  t he  c o m mu ni t y  g r ou ps ’  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  d oc u me nt s  

r e vi e we d ,  a s  e vi de nc e  t ha t  t he  pa r t i c ip a n t s  i n  t he  g r o u p s  

co l l ec t i ve l y  t a ke  cha r ge  o f  a n d  own  t he  de ve l opm e nt  a c t i v i t i e s .  

F r o m  t he  mi nu t e s  re v ie we d ,  Sep e d i  p r o n o u ns  s uc h  a s  “ re ”  a nd  “ r a”  

w h i ch  s t a n d  f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  p r on o u ns ,  “we ”  a nd  “a re ”  w e re  o f t e n  

f o u n d  t h ro u g ho u t  t he  t e x t s .  Th i s  i n d i ca te d  t ha t  ea c h  pa r t i c ipa n t  

r e l a t e d  t o  t he  g r ou p  p r oc es se s .  Th ou gh  t h e  ma r g in  i s  l a r ge ,  t h ese  

f i nd i n gs  a g re e  wi th  the  5 0%  le ve l  o f  re sp on s i b i l i t y  a n d  o wne r sh i p  
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f o u n d  f ro m  t he  com m u ni t y  g r o u p  in te r v i e ws .  Th e  re sp on s i b i l i t i e s  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g r o ups  t he re f o r e  c re a te  a  s e nse  o f  o wne r sh i p  a m o n g  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s .  F i gu r es  4 . 1 1 a  a nd  4 . 11 b  s ho w t he  h i gh l i gh t e d  Se pe d i  

ex p re s s io n s  t ha t  g i ve  e v i de n ce  t ha t  t he  g r ou p s  p r om o te  c o l l ec t i ve  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .  
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F igure  4 . 11a :  An example  o f  commun i ty  groups ’  minutes  
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F igure  4 . 11b:  Page  2  o f  the  exampl e  o f  c ommuni ty  groups ’  

minutes   
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Th e  i n t e r va l s  be t we en  me e t i n gs  va r i e d  be t we en  t he  t w o  c ase s .  T he  

a ve r a ge  m e e t i n g  i n t e r va l s  wa s  o ne  w ee k  i n  c omm un i t y  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps  a n d  on e  mo n t h  i n  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u r e s .  

C om m u n i t y  o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc tu re s  o bse r ve d  the i r  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u te ’ s  p roc e d u re s  m o re  o f t e n  th a n  i n te r e s t  g r o u ps .  

Th e  p re sen ta t i o n  o f  o r ga n i sa t i o n  p r oc ed u re s ,  no r m s  a nd  p ra c t i ce s  

be twe e n  c om m u n i t y  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  an d  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re  i s  g i ve n  in  Tab le  4 . 2 .  

 

Table  4 . 2 :  Presen ta t i on  o f  f a c tors  on  organi sa t i ona l  prac t i ce s   

Fa c t o r s  

Commun i t y  

i n t e r e s t  

g r o up s  

Commun i t y  

o r g an i s a t i o n a l  

l i n k ag e  

s t r u c t u r e s  

O r g a n i s a t i o n a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

P r i m a r y  

p r o d u c t i o n  

N e t w o r k i n g  a n d  

c o o r d i n a t i o n  

I n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n  S u b - s t a n d a r d  

s t a t u t e s ,  

u n r e g i s t e r e d  

e n t i t i e s  

S t a n d a r d  

s t a t u t e s ,  

r e g i s t e r e d  

c o - o p e r a t i v e s  

S t a t u t e ’ s  p r o v i s i o n s  o n  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

E x p l i c i t  E x p l i c i t  

S t a t u t e  o b s e r v a n c e  S e l d o m  O f t e n  

M e m b e r s h i p  f e e s  L o w e r   

( a v e r a g e  R 4 0  

r e g i s t r a t i o n + 1

0 / m o n t h )  

H i g h e r  

( a v e r a g e              

R 2 0 0  

r e g i s t r a t i o n + 5 0 /

m o n t h )  

C o s t s  L o w  H i g h  

M e e t i n g  i n t e r v a l s  W e e k l y  M o n t h l y  

M e e t i n g  p r o c e d u r e  C o m m o n  

m e e t i n g  

p r o c e d u r e  

S t a t u t e ’ s  

m e e t i n g  

p r o c e d u r e s  

I n f e r i o r  

r e c o r d  q u a l i t y   

G o o d   

q u a l i t y  r e c o r d s ,   

R e c o r d  k e e p i n g  

M i n u t e s  k e p t  

i n  S e p e d i  

M i n u t e s  k e p t  i n  

S e p e d i  o r   

E n g l i s h  

 

 

F r o m  t he  ab o ve  f ind in g s ,  a  c onc l us io n  ca n  be  d r a wn  t ha t  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u ps  m a ke  a l l  e f f o r t s  to  en su re  t ha t  t he  e n v i ro nm e n t  f o r  f r ee  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i s  c re a te d .  Ho we ve r ,  f ro m  t he  d oc um e nt  re v ie w s ,  a n  

o ve ra l l  v i e w f o u n d  t ha t  on l y  2 8 . 6 %  o f  t he  g r o u ps  ha d  a l l  w ha t  wa s  
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ne e d ed  to  m ak e  t he i r  i n t e rn a l  e n v i ro n me nt  c on d uc i ve  t o  f re e  a n d  

e f f ec t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a nd  e m p o we r me n t .  These  f i n d in gs  a g r ee  wi t h  

t h e  f i n d i n gs  f r om  the  c om mu ni t y  g r o up s  i n t e r v i ew s  t ha t  o n l y  2 8 .6 % 

of  t he  g r ou ps  ha d  a l l  w ha t  wa s  n ee de d  f o r  g r o ups ’  i n t e r n a l  

en v i r o nm e n t  t ha t  m i gh t  ha ve  bee n  c o nd uc i ve  t o  e f f e c t i ve  pe op le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a n d  e m po we rme n t .  Th e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  i n  t he  g r ou ps  

co l l ec t i ve l y  o w n  a l l  t he  o r gan i sa t i on a l  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  g r o u p s  i n  

w h i ch  th e y  pa r t i c i p a t e .  The  c o m mu ni t y  o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re s  ha ve  be en  f o un d  to  b e  e m p o we r i n g  th e i r  pa r t i c i p an t s .  

H o we ve r ,  i t  i s  on l y  t he  r e p re se n t a t i ve  p a r t i c i pa n t s  f r o m  t he i r  

i n d i v i d ua l  i n t e re s t  g r o u p s  w ho  e n j oy  t h e  be ne f i t .  T he  i n t e r v a l s  

be twe e n  t he i r  m ee t i n gs  a r e  a l s o  t o o  l on g .  As  a  re su l t ,  r e gu l a r  

pe op l e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  th e r e f o re  c o m p r o mi sed .  Pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

co mm u ni t y  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i nk a ge  s t r uc t u re s  i s  a l so  m o re  c os t l y  

t h an  i n  in te re s t  g r o u ps .  Pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  ma y  t he re f o re  be  

ha mp e re d  b y  t he  e xo r b i t a n t  a mo un t  c ha r ge d  f o r  a f f i l i a t ion  t he re to .  

 

 

4 . 5  F IN D IN G S  F RO M  IN T ER VI EW S  O F  IN D I V I DU A L G R OU P 

M EM BER S  

 

I n d i v i d u a l  c om m un i t y  m e m be rs  w ho  p a r t i c i pa te d  i n  c o mm un i t y  

de ve l op me nt  g r oup s  s uc h  a s  i n t e re s t  g r o up s  a nd  co mm u ni t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l in k a ge  s t r uc t u re s  were  i n te r v i e we d .  The  re sp o nde n t s  

w er e  in d i v id u a l l y  i n te r v i e we d  ab ou t  t he i r  pa r t i c i p a t io n  i n  t he i r  

r e s pec t i ve  g r o u ps .   

 

 

4 . 5 . 1  C om m u n i t y  g r ou p  m em be rs h i p  va r i a b l e s  

 

F r o m  t he  i n t e r v i ew s  o f  i n d i v i d ua l  co mm uni t y  g r ou p  m em be r s ,  t he  

s tu d y  f o un d  tha t  som e  de m o gra ph i c  f a c t o r s  ha d  a  m ea n i ng  t o  p e op le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  c om mu ni t y  de ve l o pm e n t  g r o u p s .  A ge ,  ge n de r ,  l e ve l  

o f  l i t e r ac y  a n d  n um be r  o f  ye a rs  o f  e xpe r i en ce  i n  g ro up  pa r t i c ip a t io n  
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ma ni f e s te d  t he m se l ves  i n  t he  an a l ys i s  o f  t he  da ta .  T h ou g h  t he  

o u t c o me s  o f  t h e  s tu d y  wi l l  n o t  be  gen e r a l i s e d ,  the  s tu d y  f o un d  i t  

i m pe ra t i ve  t o  no te  t he  re l a t i o ns h i p  o f  su ch  f a c t o r s  w i th  p e op le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .   

 

(a )  Age  and  gender  

Th e  s t u d y  f o un d  f ro m  t he  i n d i v i d ua l  g r o u p  me mb e rs  i n te r v i e w s  t h a t  

s om e  m e mb e rs  pa r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  c om m u n i t y  g r o u p s  w er e  q u i t e  

ad va nce d  i n  a ge ,  so me  a s  o ld  a s  s i x t y - e i gh t .  The  a ve ra ge  a ge  i n  t he  

co mm u ni t y  g r o up s  w a s  f o u n d  t o  be  f o r t y -e i gh t  ye a r s  w i t h  t he  

m i n i mu m  of  th i r ty - t h r ee .  The  pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  c om m un i t y  g r o u p s  

w er e  o ld e r  wi t ho u t  t he  p ro spec t  o f  s ucc e s s i o n .  Th i s  re su l t e d  i n  t he  

m i n i ma l  p a r t i c i pa t i on  o f  t he  yo u t h  i n  t h i s  s e c t o r  o f  s oc ie t a l  

de ve l op me nt .  Th e  mi n i m um  a ge  wa s  t h i r t y - th ree  yea rs .  A  ve r y  

s ma l le r  nu m be r  ( 7 . 1% )  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  f e l l  i n t o  t h e  yo u t h  

ca t e go r y .  A l l  t he  yo u t h  p a r t i c i pa n t s  we re  wo m en .  F i gu r e  4 .1 2  

i l l u s t r a t e s  t he  a ge  v a r i a t i o n  a mo n g th e  pa r t i c i p an t s  in  t he  g ro up s .  

 

Figure  4 . 12 :  I l l u s t ra t i on  on  age  var ia t i ons  o f  group member s  
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Wo me n  co n s t i tu te d  t he  m a j o r i t y  ( 78 . 6% )  o f  t he  m em be r sh i p  o f  

co mm u ni t y  in te re s t  g r o u ps .  Th i s  a g r ee s  wi t h  t he  f i n d i n gs  f r o m  t he  

g r o u ps  i n t e r v i ew s  t ha t  7 5 .6 % o f  w o me n  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  co m m u ni t y  

i n te re s t  g r o u ps .  Me n  c o ns t i t u t e d  a  v e r y  sm a l l  nu m be r  ( 2 1 . 4 % )  o f  

t h e  t o t a l  com m u ni ty  g r o u p s ’  me mb e rsh ip .  Th i s  i m p l i ed  tha t  a  l e s s  

n um be r  o f  t h e  me n  wer e  em po we re d  t h ro u g h  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g r o u p s .  F i gu r e  4 . 1 3  p re sen t s  th e  i l l u s t ra t i o ns  o n  t he  

ge nde r  va r i a t io n s  am on g t he  pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  t he  g ro u ps .  

 

Figure  4 . 13 :  Breakdown  of  gender  compos i t i on  i n  communi t y  

gr oups  
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(b )  Leve l  o f  l i t e r acy  

P e o p le  wi t h  a  h i g he r  l e ve l  o f  l i t e r ac y  w e r e  f o u nd  p a r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  

co mm u ni t y  i n te re s t  g r ou ps .  Th e  a ve r a ge  ye a rs  o f  s c ho o l i n g  we re  

n i ne  ye a rs .  Suc h  a  n u mb e r  o f  ye a rs  a m ou n t e d  t o  G ra de  n i ne .  The  

ma x i m u m  l i t e ra c y  l e ve l  i n  ye a r s  o f  s c ho o l i n g  wa s  f i f t ee n  wh i c h  

am ou n te d  to  Gra de  t we l ve  p l us  t h r ee - ye a r  d i p l om a .  H o we ve r ,  t he  

m i n i mu m  was  ze r o  yea r s  o f  s c h oo l in g .  L i t e ra c y  l e ve l  o f  pa r t i c i pa n t s  

i n  c om m u n i t y  g r o u ps  i s  l o w i n  tha t  s om e  pa r t i c i pan ts  ne ve r  

a t t e nd e d  sch o o l .  Th i s  me an s  t h a t  d esp i t e  t he i r  be i n g  i l l i t e ra te ,  t he y  

s t i l l  o p t e d  t o  pa r t i c i pa t e  in  c om mun i t y  de v e l opm e nt  i n i t i a t i v es .  

Th i s  t he re f o re  g i ve s  a  re a s on  f o r  t h e  a r g ume nt  t ha t  pe op le  
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pa r t i c ip a t e  to  be  e m p o we r ed  a s  th e y  r e ga r d  p a r t i c i pa t i on  a s  an  e nd .  

O ne  ma y  c on c l u de  t ha t  t h i s  m ix t u r e  o f  t he  i l l i t e r a t e  pa r t i c ipa n t s  

w i t h  t h ose  t ha t  h a ve  a  h i gh e r  l e ve l  o f  l i t e rac y  m ay  h e l p  i n  

ge ne r a t i n g  a n d  sha r i n g  o f  in f o rm a t i on  a m o n g  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s .  The  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  o n  g r ou p  m e m be r s ’  l e ve l  o f  l i t e ra c y  i s  p re se n te d  i n  

F i g u re  4 .1 4 .  

 

Figure  4 . 14 :  I l l u s t ra t i on  on  par t i c i pant s ’  l eve l  o f  l i t e racy  
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(c )  Number  o f  y ea r s  i n  group  pa r t i c ip a t i on  

Th e  re sp on de n t s  re p o r te d  t o  ha ve  bee n  pa r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u ps  f o r  d i f f e r en t  l en g t h s  o f  pe r i o d .  Th e  pe r io ds  va r i ed  f r o m  t he  

m i n i mu m  o f  on e  y ea r  t o  t he  ma x i m um  of  t we n t y  ye a r s  w i t h  t he  

a ve r a ge  pe r i od  o f  e i gh t  ye a r s  i n  co m m u ni t y  g r o u p  pa r t i c i pa t i o n .  

Th e  n um be r  o f  yea rs  i n  c om m u n i t y  g r o u p  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  was  a l so  

ca t e go r i se d  a cc o r d i n g  t o  f a r m in g  c om m o di t i e s .  Th e  c o mm od i t i e s  

i n c l u de d  f i e l d  c r o ps  ( s o r gh um  a n d  ma i ze ) ,  p ou l t r y  (b ro i l e r s  a n d  e g g  

l a ye r s )  a nd  o t he r s .   

 

Th e  l o n ge s t  pe r i o d  o f  p a r t i c i pa t i on  wa s  f ou n d  i n  f i e l d  c r o p  

co mm o di t y  g r ou p s  w h i ch  r ec o rde d  th e  ma x i mu m  pe r i o d  o f  t we n t y  

an d  th e  m in i m u m  of  on e  ye a r  in  g r ou p  pa r t i c ipa t io n .  On  t he  o t he r  
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ha nd ,  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  i n  po u l t r y  c o mm od i t i e s  re co rde d  t he  

ma x i m u m  p e r i o d  o f  t we l ve  ye a r s  a nd  t h e  m in i m u m  of  tw o  y ea rs  i n  

g r o u p  p a r t i c i pa t i on .  H owe ve r ,  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  i n  b o t h  ca te go r ie s  

ha d  t he  a ve ra ge  p e r io d  o f  e i gh t  ye a r s  in  c om mu ni t y  g r o up  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .  O ne  m a y  r e a l i s e  f r om  t he se  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  p eo p le  

pa r t i c ip a t e  in  co mm uni t y  g r o up s  f o r  m a n y  y ea r s  w i th ou t  

t e rm in a t io n  o f  th e i r  me mb e r sh ip s .  Th i s  m a y  be  a  go o d  r ea s on  f o r  

o ne  t o  c on c l u de  t ha t  p eo p le  re ga r ded  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  in  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u ps  a s  th e i r  l i f e  ob j e c t i ve .  Th e y  t he re f o re  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  th e se  

g r o u ps  t o  pa r t i c ipa t e .  T he  i l l u s t ra t i on  on  th e  n um be r  o f  y ea r s  o f  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  c om mu n i t y  g r o u p s  a cc o rd i n g  to  f a rmi n g 

co mm o di t i e s  i s  f o un d  in  F i gu re  4 . 15  

 

F igure  4 . 15 :  I l l us t ra t i on  on  number  o f  y ear s  in  communi ty  group 
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P e o p le  pa r t i c i pa t ed  i n  g r o u ps  w i t ho u t  u n de rs ta n d i n g  o f  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u t e s .  As  a  re s u l t ,  t he i r  pa r t i c ipa t i o n  m i gh t  ha ve  

be e n  s ub j ec t ed  t o  o t he r  p e op le ’ s  b ia s .  W o me n  p la y  a  b ig ge r  r o l e  i n  



 158 

co mm u ni t y  de ve lo pme nt  t h r o u gh  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  c om mu n i t y  g r o u ps  

t h an  m en .   

 

 

4 . 5 . 2  Re as on  f o r  pa r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  g r o up s  

 

Th e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  we re  a sk e d  ab o u t  th e i r  r e a so n  f o r  pa r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g r o up s .  Th e  s tu d y  f ou nd  th a t  c o m mu ni t y  m e m be rs  

j o i ne d  c om m un i t y  i n te re s t  g r o up s  f o r  va r i o us  r ea s on s .  The  be ne f i t s  

va r i e d  f r om  ma t e r i a l  g a i n  t o  e mo t i o na l  e n r i c hme nt .  A  sma l l e r  

n um be r ,  17 .9 %,  o f  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  re p o r t ed  t o  ha ve  pa r t i c i p a t e d  i n  

t h e  g r o u p s  j us t  f o r  s oc ia l  i n te ra c t i o n .  The y  r e po r t e d  th a t  t he y  

r e ga r de d  co m m u ni t y  g r ou p s  a s  be t t e r  p la t f o r m s  f o r  soc i a l  

i n te ra c t i o n  wi t h  o t he r  c om m u ni t y  m em be r s  an d  t he  e n t i r e  s oc i e t y .  

H o we ve r ,  th i s  d i s ag r e e s  w i t h  th e  f in d i n gs  f ro m  c o m mun i t y  g r o u p  

i n te r v i ew s  th a t  5 0%  of  th e  re a so n s  t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  th e  g r o u ps ,  wa s  

f o r  so c i a l  i n t e rac t io n  wi th  o t h e r  m em be r s  o f  th e  c om m un i t y .  Th i s  

t h e r e f o re  m ea ns  t h a t  a  sma l l e r  n u mb er  o f  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  j o i ned  t he  

g r o u ps  f o r  soc i a l  in t e rac t io n .   

 

A b ou t  2 5 %  o f  t he  pa r t i c ipa n t s  re po r t e d  t ha t  t he y  j o i ned  t he  g r ou ps  

i n  o r de r  t o  co l l ec t i ve l y  ac ce s s  s e r v i c e s  a t  a  l o wer  c o s t .  Fo r  

ex a m pl e ,  o ne  pa r t i c i pa n t  a ns we r ed :  “ I  r e a l i s e d  t ha t  whe n  I ’ m  a l o ne  

I  c o u l d  n o t  ac ce s s  m an y  t h i n gs  t ha t  a re  re qu i re d  fo r  f a rm i n g  

b us i ne s s .  I  t he n  j o i ne d  t he  g r ou p  to  ga i n  a cc es s  to  s e r v ic e s  t h a t  

co u l d  n o t  be  re ache d  w he n  I ’m  on  m y  o wn. ”  O nl y  1 0 . 7 %  of  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  j o i ne d  t h e  gr o ups  f o r  i nc om e  a n d  f oo d  sec ur i t y  r ea s on s .  

 

Th e  s tu d y  f ou nd  t ha t  b o th  t he  s ha r i n g  o f  k n o wl ed g e  an d  e x pe r i en ce  

o n  th e  o ne  ha n d ,  a n d  co l l ec t i ve  a cc es s  t o  s e r v ic es  on  t he  o t he r ,  

co ns t i t u te d  t he  se co n d  m a j o r i t y  ( 17 .9 % )  o f  t he  m ot i ve s  f o r  p eo p le  

t o  pa r t i c ip a t e  in  co m m uni t y  g r o u p s .  Th e  r e s po nde n t s  re p o r t e d  t o  

ha ve  pa r t i c i pa te d  i n  t he  g r ou p s  so  th a t  t h e y  c ou ld  c o n t r i bu t e  the i r  

k n o wl e d ge  a n d  ex pe r ie nc e  t o  t he  g r o u p s .  F o r  exa m ple ,  one  
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pa r t i c ip a n t  f rom  a  s o r ghu m  p ro d uc t i o n  g r ou p  a n swe re d :  “ I  j o i ne d  

t h e  gr o up  t o  enc ou r a ge  pe op l e  t o  f a rm.”   

 

A  sm a l le r  nu m be r  ( 7 . 1 % )  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a p pe a r ed  to  ha ve  

j o i ne d  t he  g r o ups  f o r  th e  b ene f i t s  o f  s uc h  g r o u ps  i n s te a d .  An o t he r  

7 . 1%  pa r t i c i p a t e  t o  p ro v i d e  s e r v i ce s  t o  t h e i r  r e spe c t iv e  g r o up s .  

Th ese  p a r t i c i pa n t s  re p o r t e d  t o  ha ve  be e n  p a r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g r o u ps  f o r  t he  m ar k e t i n g  o f  t he i r  se r v ic es  t h r o u gh  s uc h  

g r o u ps .  Fo r  e x am pl e ,  a  t r a c t o r  o wn e r  w h o  ha ppe ned  to  p a r t i c i pa te  

i n  the  l o ca l  s o r gh um  co mm odi t y  gr o u p  re p o r t ed  t ha t  b e i n g  a  

me m be r  o f  t he  g r ou p  he l pe d  h i m  i n  f i n d i n g  a n  o r ga n ise d  ma rke t  f o r  

h i s  t r a c t o r  s e r v i ce s  i n  t he  g r o up .  He  f u r th e r  e x p l a i ne d  t h a t  whe n  t he  

g r o u p  l o oke d  f o r  a  t r ac t o r  s e r v ic e  t he  f i r s t  s e r v i ce  p r o v i d e r  t o  be  

co n t ac te d  wa s  h im .  F o r  h i m,  p a r t i c i pa t i n g  in  t h e  g ro u p  wa s  a  

b us i ne s s  o pp o r t u n i t y .  A  s o r ghu m  p ro d u ce r  wh o  i s  a  p r o f e s s io n a l  

t e a che r  wh o  o wn s  t w o  t ra c t o r s  re sp onde d :  “ …  I  ha d  t wo  t ra c to r s  t o  

o f f e r  to  t he  g r o u p  a n d  I  r ea l i s e d  t h a t  t o  wi n  t he i r  su p p o r t ,  I  had  t o  

j o i n  t he m. ”   

 

Th e  r ea so ns  f o r  t he  me m b e rs  o f  t he  s oc i e t y  t o  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g r o up s  t he re f o re  va r i e d  f ro m  o ne  in d i v id ua l  t o  t he  

o t he r .  The  s t u d y  f o un d  t ha t  so c i a l  i n te ra c t i o n  a n d  s ha r i n g  o f  

i n f o rm a t i o n  we re  the  s ec o n d  mo s t  i mp o r t an t  m ot i ve s  f o r  p e o p le  t o  

pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  c omm un i t y  g r ou p s .  H ow e ve r ,  s ome  p e op le  p a r t i c i pa te  

i n  c o mm uni t y  g r o up s  no t  h o ne s t l y  f o r  c o mm un i t y  de ve lop me nt  an d  

em po we rm en t ,  b u t  f o r  pe r so na l  ga in .  Th i s  t he r e f o re  m ea ns  t h a t  

co mm u ni t y  m em be r s  pa r t i c i pa t e  in  t hese  c o m mu ni t y  g ro u ps  f o r  

d i f f e re n t  r e a s on s .  F o r  t he m,  t o  t he  c on t ra r y ,  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i s  no t  a n  

en d ,  bu t  r a t he r  a  me a n s  to  t he i r  ec on om i c  a d va nc e m en t .  Tab l e  4 . 3  

p re sen t s  a  su mm ar y  o f  t he  re a s on s  f o r  pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de ve l o pm e n t  g r o up s .  
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Table  4 . 3 :  Summary  o f  rea sons  f or  par t ic ipa t ing  i n  communi t y  

gr oups  

Benef i t  Reason  to  par t ic i pa te  Number  o f  

par t ic i pant s  

I nc om e  ge ne r a t i o n  4  F i nan c i a l  ga in  

F o o d  sec u r i t y  3  

S o c i a l  in te ra c t io n  5  

S h a r in g  o f  kno wl e d ge  5  

S o c ia l  ga i n  

C o l le c t i ve  a cc es s  t o  

s e r v ic es  a t  lo wer  c o s t s  

7  

A gg r a n d i se m e nt  To  o f f e r  b us in es s  to  t he  

g r o u p  

2  

O t he r s   2  

To ta l  28  

 

 

 

To  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  c o m mu ni t y  m em be rs ,  pa r t i c ip a t io n  in  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  g r ou p  a c t i v i t i e s  wa s  n o t  m o re  f o r  m a te r i a l  b ene f i t ,  bu t  

r a th e r  f o r  s oc ia l  i n te ra c t i on .  The  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  s a mpl e d  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  o p te d  t o  s t a y  i n  g r o u ps  t h o u gh  t he re  was  no  b ene f i t  a t  

a l l .  Th i s  m i g h t  be  t he  c a se  be c ause  i t  a pp ea re d  t ha t  t o  a  l a r ge r  

n um be r  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s ,  s o c i a l  in t e rac t i on  wa s  m o r e  i m p o r ta n t  

t h an  m a te r i a l  ga i n .  I t  i s  t he re f o re  l e a r ne d  f rom  t h e  s t u dy  f in d i n gs  

t h a t  n o t  a l l  pa r t i c i pan t s  w o u l d  be  e m p owe re d  b y  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

p r o ce s se s  in  t ha t  s om e  p eo p le  pa r t i c ipa t e d  i n  t h e  g r o u ps  f o r  

b us i ne s s  o pp or t u n i t i e s .  Th i s  i s  a  m o t i ve  t ha t  m a y  no t  l e ad  t o  

ge nu i ne  p a r t i c i pa t i on  f o r  d e ve l op m en t  an d  e m p owe rm e nt .  T h i s  

me a ns  t ha t  n o t  a l l  pa r t i c ip a n t s  m a y  b e  e m p o we re d  b y  e v e r y  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  p roc es s .  
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4 . 5 . 3  Re sp ons i b i l i t y ,  o w ne r sh i p  an d  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g ro u p s  

 

Th e  pa r t i c i p an t s  w e re  a s ke d  whe the r  th e y  m i g h t  c on s i de r  

t e rm in a t in g  t he i r  m em be rs h i p .  I t  w a s  o n l y  o n e  re sp o n de n t  w h o  

r e p o r t e d  t o  co n s ide r  t e r m in a t in g  m em be r sh i p .  W he n  a ske d  wh y,  s he  

r e p o r t e d  th a t  t he  in c o me  wa s  t o o  l i t t l e .  Ho we ve r ,  s he  w en t  o n :  “ I  

d o n ’ t  l e a ve  b ec a u se  t he re  i s  no  a l t e rna t i ve . ”  To  t he  q ue s t io n  a b o u t  

w ha t  p r o m pt e d  t he m  t o  s t a y  i n  t he i r  g r o u p s  e ve n  t h o ugh  t he y  d i d  

n o t  ben e f i t ,  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t  a n s we re d :  “ I  j u s t  h op e  th e  s i t ua t i o n  wi l l  

i m p r o ve . ”   

 

Th e  ma j o r i t y  ( 57% )  o f  t he  pa r t i c ipa n t s ,  wh o  rec o r d ed  “ n o”  t o  

co ns id e r i n g  w i t h d r a wi n g  f ro m  t he  g r o u ps ,  r e po r te d  t ha t  t he y  wo u l d  

pa r t i c ip a t e  in  th e  g r o u p s  f o r  t he  re s t  o f  t he i r  l i ve s .  T he  co mm u ni t y  

me m be r s  w ho  pa r t i c i pa t ed  i n  t he  f ou nd i n g  o f  t he  g r o up s  f e l t  t ha t  i t  

w as  t he i r  r e s po ns i b i l i t y  t o  e n s ure  t ha t  t he  g r o up s  we re  s u s t a i ne d .  

Be ca u se  t he y  pa r t i c i p a t e d  i n  f ou nd in g  t he  g r o u p ,  t h ey  f e l t  t he y  

o w ne d  i t .  T he y  a l so  un d e r t o o k  t o  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  th e  g r o u p  f o r  t he  

r e s t  o f  t he i r  l i ve s .  T h i s  g i ve s  a  re a s on  t o  co nc l ud e  t ha t  whe n  p eo p le  

a r e  c ha r ge d  wi t h  a  r e sp o n s ib i l i t y ,  t hey  p a r t i c i pa t e  i n  t he  in i t i a t i ve  

an d  o wn  th e  o u tc om e s .  A s  t he y  o w n  t h e  o u t c om e s ,  t he y  p a r t i c i pa te  

t o  s u s t a in  t he m.  For  ex am pl e ,  o ne  p a r t i c i pa n t  r e sp o n de d :  “ I  f o un de d  

t h i s  g r o u p .  Th e  g r o u p  i s  m y  l i f e .  I  w i l l  d ie  w i t h  i t . ”  Th i s  c o nf i rm s  

t h e  f i nd i n gs  f r om  t he  g r o up s ’  d ocu me n t  r e v i e w s  t ha t  t he  m a j o r i t y  

( 8 0 %)  o f  t he  g r oup s ’  mi nu t e s  re vi e we d  re f l ec te d  a n  e l e me n t  o f  

co l l ec t i ve  s e n se  o f  r e s po ns i b i l i t y  a nd  o w ne r sh i p  o f  t he  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u ps ’  d e ve l opm en t  in i t i a t i ve s .  In  o t he r  w o r ds ,  t he  f ou n de r  

me m be r s  o f  co m m u ni t y  in t e re s t  g r oup s  we re  t he  m o s t  c o m mi t t e d  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  to  th e  e x i s t e nc e  o f  t h e  g r o u ps  m o re  t han  an y  o t he r  

me m be r .  Th i s  t he re f o re  me a n s  tha t  t he  f ou n de r  m e m be rs  o f  t he  

co mm u ni t y  g r ou p s  o w n  the m .  The y  h a ve  a l so  s ho w n  t he  

co mm i t m en t  a n d  r e s po ns ib i l i t y  i n  n u r t u r i n g  t he i r  g ro u ps  t owa r ds  
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gr o wt h  a n d  suc ce s s .  De s p i t e  t he  p oo r  pe r f o r m anc e  a nd  f a i lu r e  o f  t he  

g r o u ps  to  me e t  th e  i n t en d ed  o b j e c t i ve s ,  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  we re  s t i l l  

co mm i t t ed  t o  th e  gr o up s  wi t h  a  ho pe  f o r  a  be t t e r  f u t u re .   

 

Th e  s tu d y  t h e r e f o re  l ea rne d  f r o m  t h ese  f in d i n gs  t ha t  pe o p l e  wh o  a re  

r e s po ns i b l e  f o r  a n d  pa r t i c i pa t e  in  th e  f ou nd i n g  o f  a  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  i n i t i a t i ve  be c o me  th e  m o s t  c o mm i t t ed  p a r t i c i pa n t s  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g ro up s .  Th e y  a l s o  be co me  r e s po ns i b le  f o r  su s ta i n i n g  t he  

g r o u ps  a n d  t he i r  ac t i v i t i e s .  Th e y  a l so  de v e l op  a  s e n se  o f  o w ne r sh i p  

o f  t he  g r o up s .  Th e  s t ud y  t h e re f o r e  c onc l ude s  t ha t  i t  was  t he  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  t ha t  t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  c a r r i ed  i n  t he  f ou nd in g  o f  t he  

g r o u ps  t ha t  m ot i va t e d  t he m t o  ow n  t he  g r o u ps  an d  be  c om m i t t e d  t o  

pa r t i c ip a t e  t h ro u gho u t  t he i r  l i ve s  i n  en su r in g  th a t  t h e  g ro u p s  we re  

s us ta i ne d .  T he  e l em e n t  o f  re sp on s ib i l i t y  ma de  t he m  t o  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  

g r o u p  ac t i v i t i e s ,  ow n  th e  ou t c ome s  an d  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  s us ta in in g  t he  

p r o ce s se s .  So ,  e ve n tu a l l y ,  s om e  c o m m un i t y  g r o u p s  t he re f o r e  ex i s t  

t o  e x i s t .  

 

 

4 . 5 . 4  O r ga n i sa t io na l  m ee t i n g  e n v i r o nm e nt  f o r  f r ee  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  de c i s i o n -m a k in g p roc e s se s  

 

Th e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  we r e  a ske d  w he t he r  t he y  f e l t  f r e e  t o  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g r ou p  ac t i v i t i e s .  The  m a j or i t y  ( 7 5% )  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  

r e p o r t e d  t ha t  t he y  f e l t  f r e e  t o  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  t he i r  g ro u ps ’  m e e t in gs  

be ca use  t h e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  e n v i ro n me nt  i n  th e  g r ou p s ’  m ee t i n gs  wa s  

f re e  i n  t ha t  t he y  w ere  no t  t oo  f o r ma l .  T h i s  i s  n o t  mu ch  d i f f e re n t  

f ro m  5 7 . 1 %  f o und  f ro m  t h e  g r o up s ’  i n te r v i e ws  t h a t  i n f o r m a l  

me e t i n g  p roc e d u re s  re n de r  th e  m e e t in g  e n v i ro n me n t  c on d u c i ve  t o  

f re e  p a r t i c i pa t i o n .  T h i s  m ea ns  t ha t  th e  i n f o r ma l  a n d  op en  m e e t i n g  

en v i r o nm e n t  be c ome s  f a vo u r ab le  f o r  f re e  a n d  e f f e c t i ve  p eo p le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  t he  c o m m u ni t y  g r o u p s .  W hen  a ske d  whe t he r  t he y  

pa r t i c ip a t ed  i n  t he  de v e l opm e nt  o f  t he  m ee t i n g  a ge nda ,  t he  m a j o r i t y  

( 8 2 %)  o f  th e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  r ep o r t ed  t ha t  t he y  t oo k  pa r t  i n  t he  
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de ve l op me nt  o f  t he  a ge n da .  The se  a ge n da  we re  i n i t i a t e d  b y  

ex ec u t i v e  c omm i t t ee s ,  a nd  r a t i f i e d  a n d  a do p t e d  b y  a l l  pa r t i c ip a n t s  

i n  op en  me e t i n g  s i t ua t i o ns .  The se  f in d i n g s  c o nf i rm  w ha t  w as  f ou nd  

f ro m  t he  i n t e r v ie w s  a n d  doc um en t  r e v i e ws  th a t  t he  m a j o r i t y  

( 7 8 .6 %)  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  t he  de ve l o pm e n t  o f  t he  

a ge n da  f o r  the i r  me e t i n gs .   

 

I n  t h e  g ro up  me e t i n gs  whe r e  t h e  e n vi r onm e n t  was  n o t  t oo  f o rm a l  

t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  f e l t  f r e e  t o  p a r t i c i pa te .  The  f i n d i n gs  con f i r m  wh a t  

ha s  be en  f o un d  f ro m  t he  in te r v i e ws  a n d  doc um en t  re vi ew s  t ha t  t he  

a ge n da  i t e m :  “ we lc o m e  re ma rk s”  i s  u sed  b y  t he  m a j o r i t y  ( 5 7 . 1 % )  

an d  (8 0 %)  o f  t he  g r o u ps  re spe c t i v e l y ,  to  e nc o u ra g e  m em be rs  t o  

pa r t i c ip a t e .  Wh e n  m e e t in gs  a r e  c on du c t ed  wi t h o u t  be in g  s t r i c t l y  

co nf i ne d  t o  t he  f o rm a l  m e e t in g  p r oce du r es ,  pa r t i c i pa n t s  f i nd  

t h em se l ve s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e n v i ro nm e n t .  As  a  r e s u l t ,  t he i r  l e ve l  o f  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i nc re ase s .    

  

 

4 . 5 . 5  Le a de r sh ip ’ s  r o l e  an d  pa r t i c i pa t i on  e n v i r o n m ent  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g ro up s  

 

Th e  ma j o r i t y  ( 66 .6 % )  o f  t he  l ea de rs h i p  o f  t he  c om m un i t y  g r o u p s  i n  

t h e  s tu d y  a re a  wa s  c on s t i t u t ed  o f  w om e n .  T he  yo u n g  pa r t i c i pa n t s  

co ns t i t u te d  9 . 5 %  o f  t he  g r o up s ’  l e a de r sh i p  s t r uc t u re s .  Ho we ve r ,  a l l  

t h e  y ou t h  t ha t  p a r t i c i pa te d  i n  t he  g ro u ps  we r e  i n  t he  l ea de r sh i p  

p os i t i on s .  I t  m us t  be  bo r n e  i n  m in d  t ha t  t he  yo u t h  a re  a l so  p a r t  o f  

me n  an d  wo me n  i n  t h e  l e a de r s h i p .  Th ey  a re  t he re f o re  c o un te d  tw i ce  

e i t he r  a s  me n  an d  w ome n  a s  we l l .  I n  o t he r  wo rd s ,  the  nu m be r  

( 9 . 5 % )  i s  inc l ude d  i n  t he  66 . 6 %  an d  3 3 . 3 %  po r t i on s  t ha t  a re  

co ns t i t u te d  b y  wo me n  a nd  m en  r e s pe c t i ve l y .  Th e  re m ai n i n g  3 3 .3 % 

of  th e  g r ou p s ’  l ea de r sh i p  i s  he l d  b y  m e n .  In t e r e s t i n g ly ,  t he  m en  

co ns t i t u te d  2 1 . 4 %  of  t he  t o t a l  g ro u p s ’  m em be rs h i p ,  b u t  t he y  

oc c u p ie d  33 .3 %  o f  t h e  l ea de r sh i p  po s i t i o ns  i n  the  g r o u ps .  T h i s  

me a ns  t ha t  t he  f e w m en  wh o  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  g r o u ps  a re  l i ke l y  t o  
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t a ke  l e ad e rs h ip  po s i t io n s  i n  t h ese  g ro up s .  Th e se  f in d in gs  a g r ee  wi t h  

t h e  f i nd i n g s  f ro m  gr o u p  i n t e r v i ew s  t ha t  wo m en - d om i n a t e d  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps  we r e  f o un d  t o  ha ve  been  r e p r e se n te d  b y  me n  i n  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nk a g e  s t r uc t u r e s .  T h i s  s t i l l  r a i s es  t he  s a me  

q ue s t i o n s  s t a t ed  in  t he  p r e vi ou s  s ec t i on s  o f  t h i s  c h ap t e r .  F i gu re s  

4 . 16  a n d  4 . 17  g i ve  a n  i l lu s t ra t i on  o n  t he  b r ea kd o wn  o f  t he  

co mm u ni t y  g r ou p s ’  l e a d e r sh i p  a n d  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s ’  nu mbe r  o f  ye a r s  

i n  t he  g ro u p s ’  l e ad e r sh ip  r e s pe c t i ve l y .  

 

Figure  4 . 16 :  Gender  bre akdown  i n  communi t y  groups ’  

l e adersh ip  

Gender in group leadership

Men, 33.30%

Women, 66.60%

Youth, 9.50%

 

( NB :  T h e  y o u t h  ( 9 . 5% )  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  m e n  a n d  t h e  w om e n  p e r c e n t a g e s )  

 

 

Th e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t he  pa r t i c ip an t s  wh o  r e p o r t e d  t o  ha ve  be e n  l ea de r s  

co ns id e r ed  t he m se lv e s  t he  s o le  de c i s i o n  m a k e rs  i n  t he i r  r e s p ec t i ve  

g r o u ps .  F o r  e xa mp l e ,  o ne  r e s po nde n t  w ho  ha ppe ne d  to  be  a  

ch a i rpe rso n  o f  h e r  g r o u p  s i nc e  i t s  inc e p t i o n  re p or t ed  t h a t  m e m be rs  

o f  th e  g r o up  pa r t i c i pa te d  in  t he  m ee t i n g s  a n d  o th e r  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  

g r o u p ,  bu t  s he  wa s  t he  o ne  t o  ma ke  a  f i n a l  ru l i n g .  S he  r e s p o nde d :  

“a s  a  c ha i rp e r so n  a n d  a  f o un de r  m e m be r  o f  t he  g r o u p ,  I  f ee l  s en io r  

t o  a l l  o t he r  m e m be r s . ”  The  l e ade rs  t he re f o re  o wn  t he  g ro u ps  t o  t he  

de t r i m en t  o f  o t he r s ’  f re e  p a r t i c i pa t i on .  Th e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  
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en v i r o nm e n t  i n  th ese  g r o u p s  i s  t he r e f o re  c om pr o m i sed  b y  t h e  wa y  

g r o u p  l e ad e rs  pe rc e i ve  t he m se l ve s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e y  a r e  pe rc e i ve d  b y  

o t he r  pa r t i c i p an t s .  A s  c o ns i de re d  so l e  f in a l  de c i s i o n  m a ke r s ,  g ro u p  

l e a de r s  dom in a t e  pa r t i c i pa t i on  en v i r on m en t  a t  th e  e xp e nse  o f  o t he r  

pa r t i c ip a n t s .  T h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  ma ke s  p a r t i c i pa t i on  e n v i r o nme nt  

i n  c om mu ni t y  g r o up s  vu l ne ra b le  to  a b use .  O ne  m a y  r ea l i s e d  f ro m 

t h ese  f i n d i n gs  t ha t  t he re  i s  a no th e r  s e c t i on  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  th a t  

de ve l op  a  s e nse  o f  o w ne r sh i p  o f  de ve l o p me nt  t o  t h e  ex te n t  t ha t  t he y  

s t a r t  t o  o wn  t he  g r o up s  t hem se l ve s .  A s  a  re s u l t ,  t h e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t  be co me s  n o t  a s  f re e  an d  co n d uc i ve  t o  t he  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

o f  o t he r  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a s  i t  s ho u l d  be .   

 

Figure  4 . 17 :   I l l u s tr a t i on  o f  the  pa r t i c ipants ’  per iod  o f  year s  

in  l e ader sh ip  o f  communi ty  gr oups  
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4 . 5 . 6  S e l f -e s te e m de r i ve d  f rom  gr ou p  pa r t i c i pa t i on  

 

Th e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  in te r v i e we d  we re  s am pl ed  f r o m  b o th  c o mm un i t y  

i n te re s t  g r o u p s  an d  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i nk a ge  s t r uc tu re s .  T he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  we re  a sk ed  w he t he r  th e i r  p a r t i c i pa t i on  in  t h e  g r ou ps  

w as  me an in g f u l  t o  t he i r  l i ve s .  T he  ma j o r i t y  ( 53 .6 % )  o f  t he  
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pa r t i c ip a n t s  re p o r t ed  t o  ha ve  ga i ne d  co n f i de n ce  a nd  se l f -e s t e em  

f ro m  c o mm u n i t y  g r o up  pa r t i c ip a t io n .  F o r  e x am pl e ,  o ne  re sp on de n t  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  s he  jo ine d  h e r  g r ou p  in  1 99 8  an d  s he  co u ld  f e e l  th a t  

s he  was  a  s t ro n ge r  p e rs on  t ha n  b e f o re .  Sh e  r ep o r t ed  th a t  s he  co u l d  

en ga ge  a n y  pe rs on  o f  an y  po s i t i o n  pa r t i c u l a r l y  i n  go ve r n me nt  an d  

pa r t i c ip a t e  f r ee l y  in  an y  me e t i n g .  One  o th e r  i n d i v id ua l  r e s p o nde n t  

r e p o r t e d :  “ Rep re se n t in g  m y  g r o u p  in  o the r  soc ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  

m o t i va te s  a n d  g i ve s  m e  s t re n g t h  a nd  c o nf i de nc e . ”  T he  f in d in gs  

co nf i rm  wha t  ha s  be e n  f o u nd  i n  t he  g r o up s ’  i n te rv i ew s  an d  

d oc u m en t  re v i e ws  t ha t  t he  m a j o r i t y  ( 6 4 . 3 % )  o f  t h e  pa r t i c ipa n t s  

ga in s  t he  e mp o w er m e nt  f r om  pa r t i c ip a t in g  i n  c o mm uni t y  

de ve l op me nt  t h r o ugh  c om m un i t y  g r o up s .  

 

Wh e n  a ske d  ab o u t  t h e  b ene f i t s  t he y  r ea l i s e  f ro m  be in g  m e m be rs  o f  

t h e i r  g r ou p s ,  one  pa r t i c i pan t  r e sp o nde d  t ha t  i n te ra c t i n g  w i t h  o t he rs  

b r o ade ns  o ne ’ s  so c i a l  e x po su re .  T he  p e r f o r ma nc e  o f  th e  g r o u p ’ s  

p r o j e c t  wa s  re c o gn i se d  b y  t he  c o m m u n i t y  a s  a  re s u l t  o f  t he i r  

e f f o r t s .  F o r  ex am pl e ,  o n e  pa r t i c i pa n t  an s were d :  “ …  a n d  t ha t  ma ke s  

me  f e e l  im p o r ta n t  i n  t he  s o c i e t y . ”  T he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  r ep or t ed  t o  be  

ca pa c i t a t ed  a n d  e m po we re d  b y  t h e i r  pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  co m m u ni t y  

i n te re s t  g r o u ps .  One  pa r t i c i p an t  f o r  ex a m pl e ,  r e s po n de d  t ha t  be f o re  

s he  j o i ne d  t he  lo ca l  b r o i l e r  g r ou p  sh e  d i d  no t  ha ve  a  p ic tu re  o f  wh a t  

a  ban k  a cc o un t  wa s ,  un t i l  she  l e a rne d  t ha t  f r o m  he r  g r o u p .  She  

r e p o r t e d :  “ I  n o w h a ve  a  ba nk  a c co u n t  t ha t  s e r ve s  the  who le  f a mi l y  

be ca use  o f  t h e  k no w le d ge  an d  exp e r ie nc e  I  ga in ed  i n  t h i s  g r ou p . ”  

Th i s  me a n s  t ha t  f rom  p a r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  c o mm un i t y  g r o up s  f o r  

co mm u ni t y  de ve lo p me nt  p r o gra m me s ,  t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  a t t a i n  s e l f -

e s t ee m  a nd  em po we rm en t  w hic h  g i ve  t h em  c o nf id e nc e  t o  i n t e r ac t  i n  

t h e  s o c i e t y  a s  d i gn i f i e d  c o mm uni t y  m em be r s .  Th e i r  a b s t r ac t  hum a n 

ne e d s  a re  t he re f o re  f u l f i l l ed .   

 

Th e  co mm u ni t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o up s  t ha t  pa r t i c i pa te d  i n  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t r uc tu re s  re po r t e d  t ha t  th ey  w e r e  ca pa c i t a t e d  b y  t he i r  

r e s pec t i ve  u m br e l l a  s t ruc t u re s  t h ro u g h  i n f o r ma t i o n  s ha r in g .  
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S e k o kom o ga  F a r m er s  A ss oc ia t i on  th a t  r e po r te d  t o  be  r e p r e se n t ed  in  

co mm u ni t y  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u r e  ca l l e d  Ma kh ud u t ha ma ga  

S o r g h um  P r od u ce rs  A ss oc ia t i on s  (MA S O P A)  re s po nd ed :  “ … t he y  

w o ul d  c o m e  b ac k  w i th  i n f o rm a t i o n  b oo k l e t s . ”  The y  a l s o  ca r r y  

r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s  i n  e n s ur i n g  t ha t  t h e i r  r e p re sen ta t i ve s  d e l i ve r  on  

t h e i r  m an da t e s .  F o r  e xam pl e ,  o n e  g r ou p  re s po nd e d :  “ We  g i ve  t h em  

ma nd a t e s  t o  de l i ve r  i n  t h e  m ee t in g s .  W e  a l so  ma ke  t h em  to  re p o r t  

ba c k  t o  ou r  m a ss  me e t i n gs  a bo u t  i s su e s  a dd res se d  in  th e  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re . ”  I n  o t h er  w or ds ,  t he  re p re se n t a t i ves  a re  t a sk ed  t o  ca r r y  

r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s  t o  d i s ch a r ge  a s  r ep re se n t a t i ves .  Th ese  

r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s  t he r e f o re  ma ke  t he m t o  pa r t i c ipa t e .  

 

P e o p le  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a nd  e m p o we r me nt  ha ve  bee n  d i s c us se d  in  t h i s  

s ec t io n ,  a n d  c om mu n i t y  i n te re s t  g r oup s  a n d  o r ga n i sa t ion a l  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re s  wer e  t he  m a i n  c ase s .  The  p a r t i c i pa n t s  re p or te d  ab ou t  

t h e i r  e x pe r i enc e s  i n  t he i r  o r ga n i sa t io ns ,  an d  t he i r  r e s po nse s  

f e a t u re d  a c ros s  t he  t w o  pe r spe c t i ves .  Tab le  4 . 4  p r e sen t s  

co mp a ra t i ve  sum ma r i e s  o f  pe o p le  pa r t i c ip a t io n  a n d  e m p o we r me nt  

be twe e n  c om m u n i t y  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  an d  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re s .  Ta b le  4 .5  p r e se n t s  t h e  f a c t o rs  be t we en  t he  co mm uni t y  

i n te re s t  g r o up s  a n d  i nd i v i d ua l  r e p r e se n t a t i ves  i n  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t ru c t u re s   
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Table  4 .4 :  Pre sen ta t i on  o f  f ac tor s  on  par t i c i pa t i on  and 

empowerment  be tween  communi t y  i n te re s t  g roups  and 

or gan i sa t i ona l  l i nkage  s truc ture s   

Fac tor s  
Communi ty  i n te re s t  

groups  

Communi ty  

or gan i sa t i ona l  

l i nkage  s truc ture s  

P a r t i c ipa t io n  

e n v i ro n me nt  

I n f o r ma l ,  f r ee  F o r m a l ,  t i gh t  

P a r t i c ipa t io n  

m ec ha n i sm s  

Enf o rc ed  t h ro u gh  

co m m o n p r i nc ip le s  

O b l i ga t i o n  t o  

ac co un t  t o  re s pe c t iv e  

g r o u ps  

C o mm un i ca t io n  F i r s t  han d  S ec o nd  h a nd  

C o mm i t m e n t  H i gh  i n  t he  

i nd i v i du a l s  

Lo w i n  th e  

i nd i v i du a l s  

Re sp on s ib i l i t y  H i gh   Lo w  

O w ne rs h i p  H i gh  M ode ra t e  

Kn o wl e d ge  ga i ne d  Te c h n ic a l  A d mi n i s t r a t i ve  

Ca pa c i t y  b u i ld i n g  H i gh  o n  ind i v i du a l s  

Lo w on  t he  g r ou ps  

Lo w on  i nd i v i dua l s  

H i gh  o n  the  g ro ups  

E mp o wer me nt   A l l  m e m be r s  i n  the  

g r o u p   

F e w in d i v id ua l  

g r o u p  

r ep re se n t a t i ves  

S u s t e n an ce  

pa r t i c i pa t i o n  

H i gh  Lo w  

 

 

Tabl e  4 . 5 :  Pre senta t i on  o f  f ac tor s  be tween  communi ty  i n te re s t  

gr oups  and  the  in te re s t  group  i nd iv i dua l  repre senta t i ves  i n  

or gan i sa t i ona l  l i nkage  s truc ture s   

Fac tor  Member  in te re s t  

g roups  to  

communi t y  

organ isa t iona l  

l i nkage  s t ruc tures  

In te r es t  gr oup 

r epresen ta t i ve s  to  

communi ty  

or gani sa t i ona l  

l i nkage  s truc ture s  

C om m i t me n t  H i gh  Lo w  

Re sp ons i b i l i t y  H i gh  H i gh  

O w ne r s h i p  H i gh  Lo w  

Kn o w l ed ge  ga i ne d  Lo w  H i gh  

Ca pac i t y  b u i l d i n g  Lo w  H i gh  

G a i ne d  se l f -e s te e m Lo w  H i gh  

Em p o we r m en t  Lo w  H i gh  

S u s t e na nc e  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  

H i gh  Lo w  
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Th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  pe o p l e ,  wh o  p a r t i c i pa te  in  com mu ni t y  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps ,  d o  s o  f re e l y  an d  c om m u ni c a t e  f a ce - t o - f a c e  fo r  t h e i r  o w n 

i n te re s t .  As  a  re su l t ,  t h e y  c o l l ec t i ve ly  t a ke  re sp o ns i b i l i t y  f o r  t he i r  

ac t i on  a nd  o w n  t he  r e su l t s .  Peo p le  who  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u re  d o  pa r t i c i pa t e  w i t h in  pe r i me te r s  d e f i ne d  b y  t he  

i n te re s t  g r ou p s  the y  r e p r e se n t .  The  c omm un ic a t io n  be t we e n  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  i n  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  an d  t ho se  in  t he i r  um b re l l a  

o r g an i sa t i on s  ha ppe n s  t h r o u gh  t he i r  r ep r e se n t a t i ve  pa r t i c i p an t s .  T he  

r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s  a r e  t a ke n  b y  t he  g r o up s  t he y  r e p re se n t .  As  a  re s u l t ,  

i n d i v i d ua l  re p re sen t a t i ve s  d o  n o t  o w n  t he  o u t c om e s  o f  t he  

s t r uc t u re s ’  ac t i o n s .  The  p a r t i c i pa t i on  en v i r o nm e n t  f o r  in d i v i du a l s  

i n  c om m un i t y  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  l i nka ge  s t ru c t u re s  i s  th e r e f o re  n o t  a s  

f re e  a s  i n  in te re s t  g r o u ps .  A s  a  r e su l t ,  p a r t i c i pa n t s ’  e l em e n t  o f  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y ,  s en se  o f  o wn er sh ip  a nd  su s tenance  pa r t i c i pa t io n  a re  

co mp r o m ise d .  S o  i s  em p owe rm e nt .  Th e  o ve r a l l  v ie w  o n  t he  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i ro n me nt  i n  t he  g r o up s  f ou n d  t ha t  the  en v i r o nme nt  

i s  no t  co nd uc i ve  t o  f re e  pa r t i c i pa t i on .   

 

 

4 . 6  C O NC LU S I O N  

 

Th e  f i nd i n gs  ge ne ra te d  f r o m  t h e  f o ur  da ta  pe r s pec t i ve s  ha ve  be e n  

t h o r ou gh l y  o u t l i ne d  a n d  d i s c u sse d .  Th e  f i n d i n gs  f r o m  t he  

o bse r va t i on  o f  p a r t i c i pa n t s  in  p a r t i c i pa t i on  s i t ua t i o n  ha ve  a l so  be e n  

p re sen te d .  T he  c ha p te r  p re se n t ed  t he  re su l t s  f r o m re v ie w  o f  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  doc u m en t s  ke p t  b y  t he  c o m mu ni t y  g ro u ps .  The  

ch a p te r  a l so  p re sen te d  t he  re su l t s  ge ne ra te d  f r om  th e  i n t e r v i e w s  o f  

b o t h  s am p l ed  c om m u n i t y  g r ou ps  a n d  i n d i v i d ua l  gr o u p  me m b er s .   

 

F r o m  t he  f i n d i n gs  i t  c a n  be  c o nc lu ded  t ha t  some  PR A  t oo l s  m us t  be  

ap p l i e d  in  a  pa r t i c u la r  s eq uen ce .  F o r  exa mp le ,  m a p pi n g  mu s t  a l wa ys  

be  f o l l owe d  b y  t r an sec t  wa l k .  T he  s tu d y  h as  a l so  f o un d  t h a t  p e op le  

i n  g r ou ps  e nco ura ge  a nd  p ro mot e  f r ee  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  
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be ca use  t he y  wa n t  t o  p a r t i c i pa te  m or e  f o r  so c i a l  in t e rac t i on  t ha n  

ma t e r i a l  be n e f i t .  To  t hem  p a r t i c i pa t i on  mi gh t  b r i n g  d e ve l o pm en t .  

Th e  f o l l o win g  c ha p t e r  p re se n t s  t he  s u m m ar y,  t he  c o n c l us i o n  an d  t he  

r e co m m en da t i ons  o f  th e  s t ud y.  T he  c ha p t e r  a l so  f o r m ul a te s  t he  

i m pl ic a t i ons  t he  o u tc om es  o f  t he  s t u d y  wi l l  ha ve  i n  r u r a l  

co mm u ni t y  d e ve l o pm e n t  s ec t o r .   
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CHAPTER 5  

 

 

SUMMARY,  CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

5 . 1  IN TR O DU CTI O N  

 

Th e  a i m  o f  t h i s  cha p t e r  i s  t o  g i v e  t he  su m ma r y  o f  t he  re sea rc h  

r e s u l t s ,  co n c l u s i o ns  a n d  re c o mm en da t i on s .  Th e  c ha p t e r  c o ns i s t s  o f  

t h ree  co r e  s ec t i ons .  I n  t he  f i r s t  s ec t i on ,  the  d i s c us s i o n  o f  t he  

f i nd i n gs  i n  t he  p re v i o us  ch a p te r  i s  su m ma r i se d  i n t o  a  s yn op s i s  o f  

t h e  s tu d y.  The  se co n d  pa r t  o f  t he  c ha p t e r  i n t e rp re t s  th e  f i nd i n gs ,  

f o r m ul a te s  c onc l u s i on s  a n d  r e l a t e s  t h em  t o  t he  re se a rc h  a s su m pt io n  

s t a t ed  i n  C ha p te r  O n e  o f  t h i s  s t ud y ,  an d  th e  l i t e ra t u r e  r e v i e w.  The  

t h i r d  s e c t i on  o f  t he  c hap te r  f i na l l y  p re se n t s  t he  rec om me nda t io n s  o f  

t h e  s t ud y  a s  a  co n t r i bu t i o n  to  t he  bo d y  o f  k n o wl ed ge  on  co mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  i n  ru ra l  v i l l a ges ,  i n  pa r t i cu la r .  Th i s  a l so  c o ve rs  

a s p ec t s  s uc h  a s  t h eo r e t i ca l  c on t r i b u t i on ,  p r ac t i ca l  a pp l i ca t i o n  o f  t he  

f i nd i n gs  an d  a r ea  o f  f u r the r  re sea rc h .   

 

 

5 . 2  S U M MA R Y  

 

Th i s  s ec t io n  o f  th e  s tu d y  p re se n t s  t he  d i s cu s s i on  a n d  s um ma r y  o f  

t h e  s tu d y.  The  s um ma r y  co ve r s  t he  ma i n  d i s c us s io ns  a nd  f i nd i n g s  o f  

C ha p t e r  On e  t o  Ch ap t e r  F o u r  o f  t he  s t ud y .  T he  sec t i o n  f oc uses  o n  

t h e  f o l lo wi n g  a spe c t s  o f  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  a s  s um ma r i se d  f ro m  t he  

p re v i o us  ch a p t e r :  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a s  a  m ea n s  a nd  a n  en d  o f  

de ve l op me nt  i n  co mm u ni t y  g r o up s ;  pa r t i c ipa t o r y  de ve lo p me n t  

me t ho d  tha t  ma y  en h an ce  pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a n d  e mp ow er me nt  i n  

co mm u ni t y  d e ve l o pm e n t ;  c om m u ni t y  g r o up  d y nam i cs  an d  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i ro n me nt  f o r  pe op l e  em po we rm en t ;  a nd  t he  r o le  o f  
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cu l t u re  an d  l e a d e rs h i p  o n  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  e n v i ro n me nt  i n  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u ps .  Th e  s e c t i on  a l so  r e l a te s  th e  f i nd i n g s  o f  t he  s t ud y  w i t h  t he  

l i t e ra t u re  r e v i e w t o  h i g h l i gh t  th e o r e t i c a l  r e l a t i o nsh i p  a n d  i ns i gh t .  

Th e  f ac to rs  t h a t  mi gh t  ha ve  ha d  a n  im pa c t  o n  t he  ou t co me s  o f  t he  

s tu d y a r e  a l s o  h i gh l i gh t ed  i n  th i s  s ec t io n .  

 

 

5 . 2 .1  P a r t i c ip a t io n  a s  a n  e nd  o f  de ve lo pme n t  i n  c o mm uni t y  

g r o u ps  

 

Th e  s tu d y  f ou nd  t ha t  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  an  ob j e c t i ve  in  i t s e l f  i n  

co mm u ni t y  g r o u ps .  T h i s  i s  e v ide n t  i n  t he  g r ou ps ’  doc um e nt s  suc h 

a s  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  s t a t u t e s ,  m em be rsh i p  a pp l i c a t i on  do cu me nt a t io n  

an d  mi n u t e s  o f  t he i r  m ee t i n g s .  Th e  s t u d y  a l so  f o u n d  th a t  

pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  c ons t i tu t e d  t he  ma j o r i ty  o f  th e  pa r t i c ip a n t s ’  r e a s o n s  

t o  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  c om m u n i t y  g r o u ps .  Th i s  m e ans  t ha t  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i s  

an  ob j ec t i ve  in  i t s e l f .  Pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i s  t h e r e f o re  a n  e n d  o f  

de ve l op me nt .   

 

(a )  Par t i c i pa t i on  as  an  ob j e c t i v e  i n  communi ty  groups  

Th e  s t u d y  ha s  f o u nd  t ha t  i n  c o m mu ni ty  g r o u p s  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  o ne  

o f  t he  ma j o r  o b j ec t i v es  t o  ac h i e ve  i n  th a t  i t  i s  i nhe re n t  in  t he  

g r o u ps ’  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  s t a t u te s .  Th e  g r o u ps  u se  a  n um be r  o f  

co mm o n  m ee t i n g  p r oce d u re s  a s  t he i r  m ec ha n i sm s  su ch  a s  

“c ha i r pe r so n ’s  we l co me  re m a rk s”  t o  p r om ot e  pa r t i c i pa t io n  o f  a l l  i n  

t h e  me e t i n g .  In  t h e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t he  c om m un i t y  g r o u p s ’  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  ob j e c t i v es ,  p a r t i c i pa t i on  wa s  f o u nd  t o  b e  th e  p r i o r i t y  

be ca use  i t  i s  a n  o b j e c t i v e  t o  a c h ie ve .  T he  co mm un i ty  g r o u ps  

t h e r e f o re  r e ga rd  pa r t i c ip a t io n  a s  an  e nd .  T he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i s  a n  en d  

i n  i t s e l f  be ca use  a s  t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  i n te ra c t e d  w i t h  o t he r  

co mm u ni t y  m e m be r s  i n  g r o up  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  p roc es se s ,  th e y  f e l t  

s oc ia l l y  im p o r ta n t .  A s  a  re su l t ,  t he y  f e l t  s e l f -a c t ua l i s e d  a n d  se l f -

e s t ee m ed .  T he  pa r t i c ip an t s  f e l t  c on f i d en t  a nd  re s p ec te d  i n  t he  

s oc ie t y  a s  t he y  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  the  g r o u ps .  Th i s  me an s  t h a t  w he n  
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pe op l e  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  c omm un i t y  de ve lo pm e nt ,  th e y  a t t a i n  

co nf i de nce ,  s e l f -e s te e m  a nd  d i gn i t y  in  t he  so c i e t y .  S wan e po e l  an d  

D e  Bee r  ( 20 0 6 :2 6 )  a g r ee  wi t h  t he se  f i n d i n gs  i n  t he i r  a r gu m e nt  th a t  

co mm u ni t y  d e v e l op m en t  he lp  p a r t i c i pa n t s  t o  me e t  t he i r  a b s t ra c t  

h um a n  n ee ds .   

 

(b )  Mot i ve s  f o r  pa r t i c i pa t ion  i n  commun i ty  groups  

P e o p le  pa r t i c i pa t e  in  co m m uni t y  de ve l o pm e n t  g r o u p s  f o r  va r i o u s  

r e a s on s .  T he  l a r ges t  nu m be r  o f  th e  pa r t i c i p an t s  j o ine d  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u ps  f o r  co l l ec t i ve  a c ce s s  t o  s e r v i ce s .  The  s e c on d  l a r ge s t  n um be r  

o f  pa r t i c ip a n t s  i s  co ns t i t u te d  o f  t h e  pa r t i c i p an t s  w ho  pa r t i c i pa t e d  i n  

t h e  g ro up s  f o r  b o t h  s oc ia l  i n te ra c t i on  an d  s h a r i n g  of  kn ow le d g e  an d  

ex pe r ie nc e .  A  s m a l l e r  n u mb e r  o f  t he  t a r ge te d  co m m un i t y  g r o u p 

me m be r s  pa r t i c i p a t e d  i n  co m m u ni t y  g r o u ps  f o r  ma t e r i a l  be n e f i t  

s uc h  a s  in c o me  a nd  f oo d  se cu r i t y .   

  

Th e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  d o  pa r t i c i pa te  f o r  i n t e ra c t i on  wi t h  

o t he r  c o mm un i t y  me m ber s  i n  th a t  t h ey  r e g a rd e d  co m m un i t y  g r o u ps  

a s  t he  b es t  p l a t f o r ms  f o r  s o c i a l  i n t e ra c t i on .  T he  co mm u ni t y  

me m be r s  t he re f o re  u se  the  co mm u ni t y  g r o u p s  a s  t he i r  m ea n s  t o  

ac h i e ve  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  a n d  e m p o we r me n t .  S o  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i s ,  i n  

t h ese  g ro u p s  a n  e nd  o f  de ve lo pme nt .  

 

Th e  f in d in gs  o f  t he  s tu d y  a l s o  c o nf i r me d  R ah m a n ’s  (1 9 93 : 1 9 )  

a r gum en t  t h a t  h u ma n ’ s  ne e ds  a r e  n o t  o n l y  a bo u t  ma t e r i a l  wea l t h ,  

b u t  a l s o  a bo u t  p eo p le ’ s  e m o t i ona l  f u l f i l m e n t  w hi c h  i nv o l ves  t he  

s e n se  o f  co - e x i s t enc e  wi t h  o t he r s ,  an d  a  s e n se  o f  be l o n g i n g  to  a  

s oc ia l  c o l l e c t i ve  f o r  c o mm on  ob j e c t iv e s ,  a n d  sense  o f  r e s pe c t  an d 

a f f ec t io n  i n  t he  s oc i e t y .  The  f i n d i n gs  a l s o  c o nf i rm ed  D i a l e ’ s  

( 2 0 0 5 : 51 ) ,  Ra hm an ’ s  (1 99 3 : 21 )  a n d  W am bu r a  e t  a l . ’ s  ( 2 0 07 : 4 5 )  

a r gum en t  th a t  t he  f a r m i n g  c o m mu n i t i e s  i n  pa r t i c u la r ,  u se  sma l l e r  

co mm u ni t y  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  t o  co l l ec t i ve l y  ac h i e ve  t he i r  c o m mo n 

o b j ec t i ves  s uc h  a s  b u y i n g  go o d s  i n  b u l k ,  ob t a i n i n g  c re d i t ,  s ha r in g  

f a r m i n g  l ab o u r ,  a nd  ac c es s i n g  f u ne ra l  s e r v ic e s .  The se  f i n d i n gs  a l so  
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co nf i rm ed  Ne sam vu n i ,  Da ga da ,  R a i d i mi  a n d  Mu da u ’ s  ( 2 0 0 7 : 18 5 )  

o bse r va t i on  t ha t  c o m mu n i t y  g ro up s  a r e  i m po r t a n t  f a c t o r s  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de ve l op me nt  i n  t ha t  t he y  m a y  a l so  s e r ve  a s  c h an n e l s  

t h ro u g h  w h ic h  co m m u ni t i e s  m a y  be  m ob i l i s e d  f o r  c han ge  i n  t he i r  

s oc ie t i e s .  As  t he y  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  c o m m u ni t y  de ve l op me n t  g r o up s ,  

t h e y  a t t a i n  s e l f -a c t ua l i s a t i o n ,  s e l f - e s t ee m  an d  se l f - re l i an ce  whi c h  

a r e  e mpo we rm e n t  e l e m e n t s .  

 

 

5 . 2 .2  P a r t i c i pa t i o n  an d  sen se  o f  re s po ns i b i l i t y  

 

Wh e n  p eop le  wer e  g i ve n  t a sk s  t o  ga t he r  i n f o r m a t i on  a nd  a c t  up o n 

i t ,  t he y  b ec am e  c o m mi t t e d  t o  pa r t i c i pa t e .  Wh e n  t he  pa r t i c ipa n t s  

w er e  m ade  t o  d o  t h e  wo r k  o n  t he i r  o wn  b y  be i n g  g i ve n  

r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s  t o  s ee k  so lu t i o ns  t o  t he i r  c ha l l e n ge s ,  t he y  t oo k  

ch a r ge  o f  t h e  e ve n t s .  T he y  a c t i v e l y  a n d  e f f e c t i ve l y  pa r t i c i pa t e d  i n  

t h e  p r oc es se s  t o  f i nd  so l u t i o ns .  The y  s h a re d  t h e  re s po n s i b i l i t i e s  

am on g  t he mse l ve s .  T h i s  he lpe d  to  b r i n g  t h e  p a s s i ve  pa r t i c i p an t s  o n  

b oa rd .  I n  o t h e r  wo r ds ,  w he n  th e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  a re  g i ve n  t a sk s  t o  

pe r f o r m,  t h e y  e f f e c t i ve l y  pa r t i c ip a t e  in  d i s c ha rg i n g  s uc h  

r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s .  Th e  t a sk s  t he re f o re  ma ke  t hem  f ee l  r e spo n s i b l e  f o r  

t h e  suc ce s s  o f  th e  in i t i a t i ve .   

 

  

5 . 2 .3  P a r t i c ip a t io n  an d  se n se  o f  ow ne r sh i p  

 

Th e  s t u d y  f o u nd  t ha t  t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  t h a t  were  re spo ns i b l e  f o r  

i m pl e m e nta t io n  o f  a  pa r t i c u la r  p r o j ec t  we re  c o mm i t t e d  t o  s uc h  a  

p r o j e c t .  Th e  y ou n g  c om m u ni t y  m em be r s ,  w ho  p a r t i c i pa te d  i n  t he  

ga th e r i n g  o f  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  tha t  wa s  r eq u i re d  f o r  t he  e s t ab l i s hme nt  

o f  t he i r  p r o j e c t ,  o wne d  t he  i n i t i a t i ve .  T he  s t u d y  a l so  f o un d  f ro m  t he  

i n te r v i ew s  o f  th e  i n d i v i dua l  m em be r s  o f  t he  co mm u ni t y  g r o u ps  th a t  

t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  o wn  t he  ou t c om e s  o f  t he i r  i n i t i a t i ve .  How e ve r ,  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  we n t  to  t he  ex te n t  o f  o wn i n g  t h e  g r ou p s  t hem se l ve s .  A  
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co nc l us i on  c an  be  d ra wn  t h a t  whe n  pe o p l e  a re  ma de  to  p a r t i c i pa te  

i n  t he  de c i s i o n- m a k in g  p r oc es se s  r e ga rd i n g  i s s ues  th a t  r e l a t e  t o  an d  

a f f ec t  th em ,  th e y  bec om e  pa r t  o f  t he  in i t i a t i ve .  The y  sea rc h  f o r  

s o l u t i on s  f o r  t he  c ha l l en g es  f ac ed  by  t he  i n i t i a t i ve  and  ow n  t he  

o u t c o me s .  T h i s  s ense  o f  o wn e rs h i p  e nc o u r a ge s  th em  t o  p a r t i c i pa te  

f u l l y .    

 

 

5 . 2 .4  C omm un i t y  g r ou p  d yna mi c s  a nd  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

e n v i ro n me nt   

 

Th e  s t u d y  f o u nd  t ha t  t he  wa y  t he  g r ou ps  a re  s t ruc t u re d  an d  

ma na ge d ,  ha ve  a n  i mp ac t  on  t he  g r o up s ’  in te r na l  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

en v i r o nm e n t .  Th e  f a c t o r s  t ha t  ha ve  gr e a t e r  i m pac t  i nc lu de  a spe c t s  

s uc h  a s  o r g an i sa t i o na l  in s t i t u t i ona l i s a t i o n ,  g r o up  s i ze s ,  g r ou p s ’  

l e a de r sh i p ,  pa r t i c i pa n t s ’  d em o gr aph ic s ,  a n d  o bse r va n ce  o f  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u t e s .   

 

(a )  Group  s i z e  and  t he  ro le  o f  d emograph i cs  on  peop le  

par t i c i pa t ion  

F r o m  t he  a na l y s i s  an d  i n t e r p re ta t i on  o f  t he  d a t a ,  t he  s tu d y  f o un d  

t h a t  g r ou ps  in  f i e ld  c ro p  co m m o di t i e s  suc h  a s  so r gh u m a n d  m a i ze  

a r e  t he  l a r ge s t  i n  t he  s t u d y  a r ea ,  w i th  m a x im um  s i ze  o f  o ne  h un d re d  

an d  f i f t y - f o u r  a nd  t wen t y - t wo  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a s  m in im um .  T he  

ma j o r i t y  o f  t he  sm a l l e r  g r ou p s  a re  i n  p ou l t r y  c omm od i t y ,  r an g in g  

f ro m  th re e  to  f o u r t ee n  pa r t i c i p an t s .  The se  p ou l t r y  c o mm od i t y  

g r o u ps  ha ve  a n  a ve r a ge  s i ze  o f  n in e ,  a g re e i n g  wi t h  G re e f f  

( 2 0 0 5 : 30 5) ,  a n d  S w an e p oe l  a n d  De  B ee r  ( 2 00 6 : 88 )  w ho  r e co m m en d  

t h a t  f o r  a  g r o u p  t o  b e  e f f e c t i ve ,  t h e  pa r t i c ip a n t s  s ho u l d  b e  t o  t he  

ma x i m u m  s i ze  o f  t en  p a r t i c i pa n t s  p e r  g r o u p .  Th i s  t he re f o re  me a n s  

t h a t  t he  e n v i r on m en t  i n  p o u l t r y  g r o u ps  i s  c o nd u c i ve  to  f re e  a nd  

e f f ec t i ve  p a r t i c i pa t i on  an d  e m po we rm e n t .  T he  s t u d y  a l s o  f o u nd  o u t  

f ro m  t h e  da t a  ga t he r e d  t h r ou g h  pa r t i c ipa n t s  o b se r va t i on  t ha t  sma l l e r  

t a sk  g r o up s  w o r k  m uc h  be t t e r  t h an  t he  l a r ge  o n es  i n  t ha t  m em be r s  
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co mm u ni c a t e ,  pa r t i c i pa t e  an d  sh a r e  re sp on s i b i l i t i e s  m o re  

e f f ec t i ve l y  t ha n  b i gge r  g r o u p s  ( G r an  1 9 8 3 : 1 62 ;  B u r ke y 1 9 9 3 :1 40 ;  

S w an e po e l  & De  be e r  2 0 06 : 8 8 ) .   

 

Th e  g r o u ps ’  me m b e r sh ip  de m o gra p h i c s  d i f f e re d  be t we en  co mm u ni t y  

i n te re s t  g r o up s  an d  o r ga n i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  s t ruc tu re s .  C o mm un i t y  

i n te re s t  g r o ups  ha d  m or e  wo m en  t ha n  m e n .  C o mm un i t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  s t r u c t u re  ha d  m o re  me n  t ha n  wo m en .  The  

s tu d y  f o un d  t ha t  the  m e n  i n  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  l i nk a ge  s t ruc t u re s  we re  

f o r wa rd ed  b y  wo me n  i n  i n t e re s t  g r oup s  t o  re p re sen t  t he m  i n  s uc h  a  

s t r uc t u re .  W om e n  c o ns t i t u t ed  th e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t he  m e mb e rs h i p  in  a l l  

i n te re s t  g r o up s  t ha t  a r e  re p r e se n te d  i n  t he  c o mm uni t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i nk a g e  s t r uc t u re s .  T h ou gh  th e  s t u dy  d i d  no t  

e s t ab l i sh  t he  wom e n- do mi na te d  i n te re s t  g r o up s ’  m o t ive s  i n  

de le ga t i n g  me n  to  r e p re se n t  t h em  i n  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re s ,  t h e  s t ud y  a s s um e d  th a t  th e  wo m e n  mi gh t  h a ve  e i t he r  

t r us te d  t he  me n  t o  r e p r e se n t  t he m  in  u m b re l l a  o r ga n i sa t io ns  o r  t he  

l o ca l  cu l t u ra l  n o r ms  a nd  va l u es  mi gh t  h a ve  h ad  a n  i n f l ue nc e  o n  t he  

de c i s i o n s .  T he se  f i n d i n gs  a g re e  wi t h  a r gum en t  f r o m  th e  l i t e r a t u re  

t h a t  c u l tu ra l  no rm s  m a y  h a v e  a  ne ga t i ve  i mp ac t  on  c o mm u ni t y  

de ve l op me nt  ( Da vi ds  2 00 5 :2 6 )  pa r t i c u l a r l y  i n  pe r pe tua t in g  t he  

ma r g i na l i s a t i o n  o f  w om e n  (A ke re do l u  20 0 8 : 2 8) .  As  a  re su l t ,  

t h e r e f o re  t he  f o l l ow i n g q u es t i on s  we re  r a i s ed :   

•  D i d  t he  wo me n  ge nu i ne l y  t rus t  t he  me n  t o  r e p r e se n t  t he m?  

•  We re  the  gr o u ps ’  i n te r na l  e n v i ro n me nt s  f re e  f o r  s u ch  de c i s i o ns?   

•  D i d  c u l tu re  ha ve  an  i n f l ue nc e  o n  t he  d ec i s i o ns?  

 

(b )  Which  commun i t y  group  may  empower  more  pa r t i c i pan t s ?  

Th e  s tu d y  f o un d  th a t  c o m mu n i t y  o r gan i sa t i o na l  l i n k a ge  s t ru c t u re s  

a r e  l e s s  com m o n i n  t he  s t ud y  a re a  t ha n  i n t e re s t  g r ou ps .  The y  we re  

a l so  n o t  a c ce s s i b l e  t o  t he  po or  c om mu n i t y  g r o u ps  i n  t h e  r u r a l  

v i l l a g es .  The  s t ud y  a l s o  f o u n d  th a t  i t  w as  c o s t l y  fo r  in te r e s t  g r o u ps  

t o  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  a nd  r u n  c om mu n i t y  o r ga n i sa t io na l  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re  i n  ru r a l  co mm u ni t i e s  w h er e  t he  p o ve r t y  r a te  i s  h i gh .  Fo r  
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i n te re s t  g r o u ps  t o  pa r t i c i pa te  in  com m un i t y  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re s ,  t he  m em be r  g r ou ps  wo u l d  h a ve  t o  inc u r  h i ghe r  e xp e nse s  

i n  re spe c t  o f  m em be rs h i p  f ee s ,  t r a ns p o r t  a nd  c a te r i n g  f o r  th e  g r oup  

r e p re se n ta t i ve s .  As  a  r e s u l t ,  f r e e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  wa s  l i m i t e d  be ca use  

t h e y  be c am e  a va i l ab l e  t o  on l y  t h e  r i ch  g r o up s  a nd  i n d i v i d ua l s .  

M uc h  o f  pa r t i c ip a t i o n  t he re f o r e  t ak e s  p l ac e  i n  co m mu ni t y  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps .  Ho we ve r ,  t he  s tu d y  f ou nd  t ha t  co mm u ni ty  l i nka ge  

s t r uc t u re s  a l s o  e m p o we r  th e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  t h ro u gh  t he i r  l i n ka ge  an d  

ne tw o r k in g  r o l e .  T h i s  a g re es  wi t h  t he  l i t e ra t u re  ( Duv e l  1 9 9 9 : 3 ;  

G i l c h r i s t  2 0 03 : 1 45 ;  No vaf r i c a  20 0 5 :7 2 )  t ha t  t he  s t ruc tu re s  l i n k  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  w i t h  o t he r  e x t e r na l  su pp o r t  f o r  th e i r  em p o we rm e n t .   

 

I n  t he  i n te re s t  g ro u p s ,  me e t i n g  p r oce d u r es  a re  m o re  i n f o rm a l ,  

r e l a xe d  a n d  f r ee  t ha n  i n  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l i n k a ge  s t ru c t u re s  w he re  t he  

me e t i n gs  a r e  s t r i c t ly  c onf i ne d  t o  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  s ta t u te ’ s  p r oc e d ure s  

w h i ch  m a ke  the  e nv i r o n me n t  t oo  f o r ma l  a n d  t i gh t  f o r  th e  i l l i t e ra te  

an d  t he  p oo r .  Th e  g r o u ps ’  i n te rna l  e nv i r o n me n t  i s  t he re f o re  f re e r  i n  

co mm u ni t y  i n t e re s t  g r o ups  tha n  in  o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t r uc t u r e s .  I n  

co mm u ni t y  in te re s t  g r o u p s  the  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a re  d i rec t l y  em po we re d  

a s  a  g r o u p  w h i l e  i n  o r ga n i sa t ion a l  l i n k a ge  s t ruc t u re s  t he  

em po we rm en t  i s  m o re  a t t a in e d  b y  t he  f e w i nd i v i du a l  

r e p re se n ta t i ve s .  Th i s  m ea n s  t ha t  m o re  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a re  e m po we red  

i n  com m u ni t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u ps  th a n  i n  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re s .  H o we ver ,  i n t e re s t  g r o u p s  th a t  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  co mm u ni t y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  s t r u c t u re s  do  ge t  e mp o wer e d  a s  g r o up s .  T he  

s tu d y  a l so  f o un d  t ha t  t he r e  i s  no  d i f f e re nc e  i n  the  l e ve l  o f  

em po we rm en t  be t wee n  t h e  t wo  f o r m s  o f  c om m un i t y  g r o u p s .  The  

o n l y  d i f f e re nc e  i s  i n  t h e  n u mb e r  o f  th e  p a r t i c i pa n ts  t ha t  g e t  

em po we re d .  

 

(c )  Group  l eader sh ip ’ s  r o l e  on  i n t e rna l  par t i c i pa t i on  

env i ronmen t   

G r o up s ’  l e ade r sh i p  ha s  ap pe a re d  to  ha ve  a n  i m p ac t  o n  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t .  Gr oup  l ea de rs  a t  t im e s  re ga r d  t he mse l ves  an d  a re  a l so  
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r e ga r de d  b y  t he i r  co l l ea gue s  i n  t he  g r o u p s  a s  so l e  d ec i s i o n  ma ke rs .  

Th e y  h o l d  l e a de r s h i p  po s i t i o ns  w i t h ou t  be i n g  re p la c ed .  T h i s  mi gh t  

be  due  t o  l ac k  o f  k no wl e d ge  in  c om m un i t y  g r o u p  

i n s t i t u t i ona l i s a t i o n  o r  cu l t u ra l  i n f l u enc e s .  B u rk e y  ( 1 9 9 3 : 16 0 )  

a g re es  w i t h  t he se  f i nd in gs  th a t  l e a de r s  i n  s o me  ca se s  s t a y  

i n de f i n i t e l y  in  l ea de rs h i p  p os i t i on s .  He  a l so  s u gge s t s  th a t  i t  m a y  be  

d ue  t o  l ac k  o f  e x pe r i en ce  o r  c u l t u ra l  i n h i b i t i o ns ,  tha t  t he  g r o u p s  a re  

u na b l e  t o  re m o ve  s uc h  l e a de r s .  An d  S wa ne poe l  a nd  De  Be e r  

( 2 0 0 06 : 8 7)  a l so  a g re e  t ha t  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  d u e  to  l ac k  o f  k n ow le d ge  an d  

ex pe r ie nc e ,  th e y  a p p l y  p oo r  l ea de rs h i p  s t y l e s  s uc h  a s  c l ose d  

s i t ua t i o n  l e a de r s h ip  s t y le  t h ro u gh  whi c h  t h e y  m o n op o l i s e  th e  g ro u p  

de c i s i o n -m a k i n g  p r oc es se s .  T h i s  a l so  a g re es  w i th  Kr am e r ’s  

( 2 0 0 6 : 14 3)  a r gu me n t  t ha t  s oc ia l  s t e re o t ype s  m a y  i m pa c t  o n  

l e a de r sh i p  s e l e c t io n  i n  c o m m un i t y  g r o up s  mo r e  tha n  o ne ’ s  

ca pa b i l i t i e s .  The  f i nd i n g s  a l s o  a g re e  w i t h  A k e re d o lu  ( 2 0 0 8 : 2 8  & 

3 2 )  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  va l u es  a nd  no rm s  m a y  ha ve  in f lu en ce  in  s e l e c t io n  

o f  co m m u ni t y  g r ou p  l ea de rs h i p .   In  t h a t  wa y  t he y  r e n de r  t he  

g r o u p ’s  i n t e r na l  e n v i r on me nt  c l ose d  f o r  o t he r  m e m be rs .  In  o t he r  

w o r ds ,  t he  d ec i s i o ns  be c o me  o ne -s i de d  a l o n g  o ne  i n d i v i dua l ’ s  

i n te re s t  f o r  a  pa r t i cu la r  pe rs on a l  b i a s .  T h i s  t he re f o re  c om p rom ise s  

t h e  p eo p le ’ s  ge nu i ne  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  de c i s i o n -m a k in g  p r oc e s se s  i n  

t h e  gr o up .   

 

(d )  Observance  o f  organ i sa t i ona l  s ta t u t e s  f o r  par t i c i pa t i on  

env i ronmen t   

O r ga n i sa t io na l  i n s t i t u t io na l i s a t i o n  o f  c o m mu n i t y  g ro u ps  l ea ve s  

m u ch  to  be  de s i r ed .  Pa r t i c i pa t i o n  e n v i ro nme nt  i n  t he se  g r o u ps  

ap pe a re d  t o  ha ve  ne ga t i ve l y  i m pac t ed  o n  g r ou p  pa r t i c i pa t i o n .  Due  

t o  l a ck  o f  p r ope r  an d  e f f e c t i ve  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  i n t e r na l  p r oc e d u re s  

an d  p r i nc ip l e s ,  t he  e n v i ro nme n t  ap pea re d  t o  be  m uc h  na t u r a l .  The  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a tu te s  o f  t he  g r o u ps  w e re  s i l e n t  o n  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

en v i r o nm e n t  a n d  p r oce du res .  Ve r y  f e w  o f  t h e  g r ou ps  h ad  s t an da r d  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u t e s  f o r  t he  re gu l a t i on  o f  t he i r  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  

ac t i v i t i e s .  Eq ua l l y ,  f e w  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  s t a t u t e s  we re  ex p l i c i t  o n  
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pe op l e  pa r t i c i pa t i on .  Des p i t e  su ch  p ro v i s i ons  f o r  pa r t i c i pa t i on  i n  

t h e i r  o r g an i sa t i ona l  s t a t u t e s ,  co m m un i t y  g r o u ps  d i d  no t  o bse r ve  

s uc h  p r o v i s i on s  whe n  co n d uc t i n g  t he i r  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  o pe r a t i on s .   

 

I t  wa s  f o u nd  f r o m the  i n t e r v i e ws  t ha t  c om m u ni t y  g r o up s  c on du c t  

t h e i r  a f f a i r s  w i t hou t  a d he r i n g  t o  t he  o r g an i sa t i ona l  p r o ce d u r es .  T he  

s t a t u te s  a r e ,  f o r  t he  m os t  pa r t ,  n o t  o b se r ve d .  H owe v e r ,  c om mo n 

me e t i n g  p ro ce du r es  a r e  ap p l i e d  t o  ge ne ra t e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n .  F o r  

ex a m pl e ,  me e t i n g  ag e nd a  a r e  p ro po se d  b y  l e ad e r sh ip  a n d  r a t i f i e d  b y  

t h e  ge ne r a l  m e e t in g  b e f o re  t h e y  a re  a d op t e d .  T he  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  

en v i r o nm e n t  i s  t he r e f o r e  vu l ne r ab le  f o r  a b use  b y  so m e  pe op l e  i n  

g r o u p  l e a de r s h ip .   

 

(e )  Commun i t y  group  mee t i ng  p rocedure s  fo r  peop l e  pa r t i c ipa t i on  

I n  t he  me e t i n gs  o f  th e  e l d e r l y  g r ou ps  t he  pa r t i c ip a n t s  p r e f e r  t o  be  

s ea t e d  u nde r  t r ee  s ha de  i n  c i rc u la r  pa t t e rn  whi c h  a p pea rs  t o  be  

co n ve n i en t  t o  a l l  t he  pa r t i c ip a n t s  b e ca use  no  pa r t i c i pa n t  i s  

o bs t ruc t e d  in  t h e  m e e t in g .  I t  be c om e s  ea s y  f o r  e ve ry  pa r t i c i pa n t  to  

s ee  wh a t  ha p pe n s  i n  th e  ce n t re  o f  t he  “c o u r t . ”  E ve r y  pa r t i c i pa n t  c a n  

ea s i l y  ha ve  a  f u l l  v i e w o f  e ve r y  sp ea ke r  i n  the  m e e t in g .  N o  one  

s pe ak s  beh in d  t he  o t he r .  N on -p a r t i c i pa t i n g  me mb e rs  ma y  a l so  be  

ea s i l y  de te c t e d  b y  t he  c ha i rp e rs o n  a n d  be  b r ou gh t  o n  b oa rd .  T he  

c i rc u l a r  s ea t i n g  pa t t e rn  th e r e fo re  c r ea te s  g r o u p  m e e t in g  

en v i r o nm e n t  t ha t  i s  i nc l us i ve  an d  c o n d uc i ve  to  a l l  pa r t i c i p an t s .  

H o we ve r ,  t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  m a i n t a i n  a  s ep a ra t i on  be t wee n  t he  m e n  

an d  the  wo me n .  Wo m e n  s i t  on  on e  s i d e  s ep a ra t e l y  f r om  t he  me n .  

Th i s  p r o v i de s  a  g oo d  r ea so n  t o  a r gu e  t ha t  a ge  an d  c u l t u r e  ha ve  a n  

i n f l ue n ce  o n  th e  pa r t i c ip a t io n  en v i r o nm e nt  in  r u ra l  c om m u n i t i e s .   

 

Th e  ma j o r i t y  o f  t he  m e e t in gs  a re  c ond u c t e d  wi t ho u t  c o nf i ne me nt  t o  

f o r ma l  p r oce du r es .  Th e  s tu d y  ha s  l ea r n ed  t ha t  in  t he  g r oup  m e e t i n gs  

w he re  the  e n v i r on me nt  i s  n o t  to o  f o r ma l ,  t he  pa r t i c ip a n t s  f e e l  f r ee  

t o  pa r t i c ip a t e .  W he n  t he  me e t i n gs  we re  co n d uc te d  wi th o u t  be in g  

s t r i c t l y  c o nf i ne d  t o  t h e  f o r ma l  m ee t i n g  p r oc ed u res ,  pa r t i c i pa n t s  
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f o u n d  t he m se l ve s  re l a t e d  t o  the  e n v i ro nm e nt ,  a n d  t h i s  in c r ea se  t he  

l e ve l  o f  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i nc r ea se d .  In  o t he r  wo rd s ,  whe n  t he  p roc e d u re  

i s  i n f o r ma l  a n d  r e la xe d ,  t he  e n v i r o nm en t  be co me s  f re e  f o r  

pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  e s pec i a l l y  f o r  t he  i l l i t e ra te  me mb e rs  o f  t h e  g r o u ps .  

Th ese  f i nd i n gs  a g r e e  wi th  Cha mb e rs ’  ( 1 99 4 b : 1 25 4  & 1 9 9 6a :1 )  

a r gum en t  th a t  f o r  l e a r n i n g  to  be  ra p i d ,  th e  pa r t i c ipa t i on  n ee ds  t o  be  

r e la xe d  an d  f l e x i b l e  wi t h o u t  be i n g  c o nf i ne d  t o  a  b lu e  p r i n t .   

 

 

5 . 2 .5  T he  r o l e  o f  c u l t u r e  o n  p a r t i c i pa t i on  e nv i r o nm e n t  

 

O b se r va nce  o f  cu l t u ra l  n o rm s  a n d  p r o t oc o l s  h ad  a  ne ga t i ve  im pa c t  

o n  peo p l e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  i n  c om m uni ty  g r o u p s .  A  re l a t io ns h i p  ha s  

be e n  ob se r ve d  be t w ee n  ob se r vanc e  o f  c u l t u ra l  no rm s  an d  p ro toc o l s  

i n  g r o up  p a r t i c i pa t i on  e n v i ro nm en t  a nd  t he  a ge  o f  t he  pa r t i c ip an t s .  

Th e  re la t i on sh i p  m an i f e s te d  i t s e l f  i n  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  e n v i ro nm e nt  i n  

va r i o u s  wa ys .  The  s t ud y  f o un d  t ha t  i t  was  the  a ge  f a c t o r  t h a t  

de te r m in e d  t he  s e a t i n g  a r ra n ge me nt  a nd  pa t t e rn .   

 

Th e  e l de r l y  p a r t i c i pa n t s  in  p a r t i cu la r  ob se r ved  t ra d i t i o na l  n o rm s  

an d  p ro to co l s  m o r e  tha n  t he  yo u t h  p a r t i c i pa n t s .  Pa r t i c i pa n t s  

p re f e r re d  to  b e  s e a t e d  a cc o r d in g  t o  g e nd e r .  Me n  a n d  w o m en  we re  

s e p a ra t e l y  s e a te d  a  ve r y  l o n g  d i s t a nc e  a p a r t .  W o m en w er e  no t  

a l l o wed  t o  spe ak  s t a n d i n g  a n d  wi th  na ke d  h ea d s ,  a n d  m en  we r e  no t  

a l l o wed  t o  s p ea k  wi t h  t he i r  ha t s  on .  Th i s  l i m i t ed  f re e  pa r t i c ip a t io n .  

S u c h  a  cu l t u ra l  p rac t i c e  t he re f o r e  p r e ve n t e d  w om en  wh o  ha d  n o  

he a d  c o ve r s ,  f r om  pa r t i c ip a t in g  i n  t he  m e e t in gs .  I t  a l s o  p r e ve n t e d  

me n  wh o  do  n o t  l i k e  t he i r  he a ds  e xp ose d ,  f r om  e f f ec t i ve l y  

pa r t i c ip a t in g  in  the  m ee t i n gs .  Th e  s t ud y  ha s  l ea r n ed  t ha t  t he  

o bse r va nc e  o f  ce r t a i n  c u l t u ra l  n o rm s  a n d  p r o t oc o l s  ha s  a  ne ga t i ve  

i m pa c t  on  t he  e n v i ro nm e nt  n ee de d  f o r  f re e  a n d  e f f ec t i ve  

pa r t i c ip a t io n .  S in ce  w om e n  a r e  n o t  a l l o wed  t o  s pe ak  s t a n d in g  i n  

co mm u ni t y  me e t i ngs ,  me n  ha ve  an  op p o r tu n i t y  t o  t o wer  o ve r  th em  

w i t h  so me  e le me n t  o f  i n t i mi da t i o n  an d  do mi na t i o n .  The  c o mm u ni t y  
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gr o u p  pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i r o nme nt  t he re f o r e  be co me s  b ia sed  t o  me n  t o  

t h e  d i s a d va n ta ge  o f  w ome n .   

 

Th i s  me a n s  th a t  wo m e n  i n  r u ra l  c o mm un i t i e s  a r e  s t i l l  n e ga t i ve l y  

a f f ec t ed  b y  c u l t u r a l  no r m s  a n d  va l ue s  a s  S wa nep oe l  (1 99 2 : 28 )  a n d  

D a v i ds  (2 0 0 5 : 26 )  a r gue  a bo u t  th e  im pe d i m e n t  on  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  

w o m en  in  de c i s i on - m a k i n g  p r oc es se s  i n  r u ra l  co m m u ni t i e s  i n  

pa r t i c u l a r .  Th e se  f i n d i n gs  a l so  c o nf i rm  S i th o l e ’ s  (20 04 : 2 63 )  

f i nd i n gs  i n  Z i m ba b we ,  wh o  p o i n t s  o u t  th a t  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  

w o m en  i n  R CM wa s  i m ped ed  by  c u l t u r a l  c on t r o l s .  Wo m e n 

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  c om m u ni t y  d e ve l op m en t  i s  s t i l l  i m p ede d  b y  c u l tu r a l  

n o r m s  an d  va l ue s  in  t he  r u ra l  c o mm u n i t i e s .   

 

 

5 . 2 .6  P a r t i c ip a t o r y  me th o d  f o r  e n ha n cem e nt  o f  p eop le  

pa r t i c i pa t i o n  an d  em po we rm en t  

 

F r o m  t he  f i nd i n gs  o f  t he  s tu d y  i t  ha s  be en  l ea r ne d  t ha t  P R A 

be c o me s  e f f e c t i ve  i n  pa r t i c ip a t o r y  i n f o r ma t i o n  ga t he r in g ,  e s pe c i a l l y  

w he n  i t  i s  we l l  a da p te d  t o  th e  l oc a l  c on d i t i o n s  a n d  soc i a l  

en v i r o nm e n t .  Wh en  pa r t i c i p an t s  a re  a l l o we d  t o  exp lo r e  wi t h  a n  

e l e me n t  o f  f l e x i b i l i t y ,  P RA  be co me s  a  v i go r ou s  a nd  e f f ec t i ve  

de ve l op me nt  e xe rc i s e  wh i c h  ge n e r a t e s  a  c e r t a in  a m o u nt  o f  f u n .  As  a  

r e s u l t ,  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  en j o y  t he  e xe rc i s e ,  l ea r n  w i t h  f un ,  an d  

be c o me  em po we re d  to  p a r t i c i pa te .  T h i s  f u n  i n  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  

l e a rn i n g  m an i f e s t ed  i t s e l f  d u r in g  m ap p i n g  an d  t ran sec t  wa l k  

ex e r c i s e s .  The  s t ud y  f ou n d  t ha t  t he  m o re  re l a xe d  t he  m e t ho d ,  t he  

m o re  t he  f u n ,  t he  m o re  e f f e c t i ve  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  a n d  t he  m ore  t he  

i n f o rm a t i o n  gen e ra t e d .  The  f i nd in g s  t h e r e f o re  co nf i rm  C ha m be r s ’  

( 1 9 9 4b : 1 25 4  &  1 99 6a : 1 )  a r gu m e nt  t ha t  PR A  i s  th e  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

de ve l op me nt  t ec hn iq u e  t h ro u g h  wh ic h  l e a r n i n g  i s  r a p i d  an d  

p r o gre s s i ve  wi t h  f l ex i b i l i t y  a n d  ada p t ab i l i t y  t o  t he  lo ca l  s i tu a t io n  

w i t ho u t  be i n g  co n f i ne d  t o  a  b lue p r i n t .   
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(a )   PRA t oo l s :  mapp ing  and  t ran sec t  wa lk  app l i c a t i on  s equence  

Th e  s tu d y  ha s  l ea r n e d  t ha t  s om e  o f  t he  PR A  to o l s  ne e d  t o  be  

ap p l i e d  i n  a  pa r t i c u l a r  s e q uen ce .  F or  e xam p l e ,  t h e  da ta  c o l l e c t e d  

f ro m  t he  ma p p in g  e x e rc i s e  c an  ea s i l y  be  v e r i f i e d  a n d  c onf i rm e d 

d u r i n g  t he  t ra n se c t  w a l k .  Th i s  d ou b le  che c k in g  o f  t he  da t a  ma ke s  

t h e  d a t a  r e l i a b l e  f o r  t he  c on c l us i o ns  o f  t he  s tu d y.  As  a  r e su l t ,  t he  

t r an se c t  wa l k  wa s  f o u n d  t o  be  a n  a p p ro p r i a t e  t o o l  s ub se q ue n t  to  

ma pp i n g  ex e r c i s e .  I n  o t he r  w o r d s ,  ma pp i n g  m u s t  b e  f o l l o we d  b y  

t r an se c t  wa l k .  Th i s  a g r ee s  wi t h  Ma sca re n ha s  ( 19 9 1 :1 3 )  a n d  

C ha m be r s  ( 19 90 : 11 )  wh o  n o t e  th a t  t r a n sec t  wa l k  i s  a  l e a r n i n g  

p r o ce s s .  V i l l a ge r s  l ea d  o n  f rom  pa r t i c i p a t o r y  ma p p in g  t o  a  p l a n ned  

da ta  ga t he r i n g  e xe r c i s e  o f  a n  a r ea  us in g  ma ps .   

 

(b )  Sus t enance  pa r t i c i pa t io n   

S u s t e na nc e  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  in  t h i s  s t u d y  r e la t e s  t o  h o w  a n  e le m e n t  o f  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  a n d  a  se n se  o f  o wne r sh i p  a r e  i n te g ra t e d  t o  e n ha n ce  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a nd  e m p owe rm e nt .  Re spons i b i l i t y  and  owne r sh ip  

f a c t o r s  ha ve  m a n i f e s t ed  t he m se l v es  i n  a f f ec t i n g  pe op le  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  t he  o t h e r  w a y  r ou nd .  W he n  pa r t i c i p an t s  w e re  g i ve n  

r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s  t o  f i nd  s o l u t i on s  f o r  t he  c ha l l e n ge s  a f f ec t i n g  the i r  

l i ve s ,  t he y  t o ok  c ha r ge  an d  pa r t i c ip a t ed  t o  s e e k  so lu t i on s  o n  the i r  

o w n .  Th e y  d i s p l a yed  a  h i g he r  am o un t  o f  e n t hu s i a s m  to  s e a rc h  f o r  

s o l u t i on s  to  th e  p ro b le m s .  As  the y  pa r t i c i pa te d  i n  d i s c ha r gi n g  s uc h  

r e s po ns i b i l i t i e s ,  t he y  d i s p l a ye d  an  e l em e n t  o f  c om mi tm e n t .  T he y 

a l so  de ve l op e d  a  s e nse  o f  ow n er sh ip  o f  suc h  an  a c t iv i t y .  Th i s  

ma n i f e s te d  i t s e l f  d u r i n g  m a p p i n g  ex e r c i s e s  whe n  e ve r y  pa r t i c ipa n t  

w an te d  h i s  o r  h e r  c o n t r i bu t io n  re f l e c t e d  o n  t h e  ma p .  Th e y  w a n te d  t o  

r e l a te  a nd  i d en t i f y  t he m se l ve s  wi t h  t he  o u tc om es  o f  t he  p r oc es s .  

Th e y  a l s o  wan te d  t o  de te rm in e  w ha t  th e y  r e ga r d ed  a s  i mp o r t an t  t o  

t h em ,  a nd  r e j ec te d  ( T he ro n  2 00 5c : 1 06 )  w h a t  d id  n o t  i de n t i f y  wi t h  

t h em .  F o un d e r  me m ber s  o f  co m m uni ty  g r o u p s  we re  f o un d  t o  b e  t he  

m o s t  co mm i t t ed  pa r t i c i pan t s  to  t he  e x i s t enc e  a nd  sus t en anc e  o f  

t h e i r  g r o ups .  Th i s  a l so  p r o v i ded  a  l e s so n  t o  t he  s t ud y  t ha t  p eo p le  

w h o  pa r t i c i p a t e  i n  the  f o un d in g  o f  th e  g r o u ps  de ve lo p  a  s e nse  o f  
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o w ne r sh i p  t o  t he  g r o u p s  t o  t he  e x t e n t  t ha t  t h e y  c om m i t  t h em se l ve s  

f u l l y  t o  pa r t i c i pa t i n g  i n  s us ta in in g  t he  g r o up s ’  de ve l opm e nt  e f f o r t s  

an d  th e  o u t c o me s .  

 

Re sp ons i b i l i t y  t he re f o re  c re a te s  c o m mi tm e n t  a n d  e n ha n ce s  

em po we rm en t .  Pe op l e  be c o me  e n t hu s i a s t i c  an d  pa r t i c ip a t i v e  whe n  

t h e y  a re  g i ve n  re sp o ns i b i l i t i e s  to  f i nd  so lu t i o ns  t o  t he i r  p r ob l e m s .  

Th e  m ore  re s p o ns i b i l i t i e s  g i ve n  to  t he  pa r t i c ipa n t s ,  t he  m or e  t he y  

be c o me  re sp o n s i b l e .  W h en  t h e  pa r t i c i pa n t s  a re  t a s ke d  t o  ac c o un t  o r  

r e p o r t  ba c k  o n  s o me  re sp on s i b i l i t i e s ,  t he y  be c o me  m o re  

r e s po ns i b l e .  The y  ac t i ve l y  a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  pa r t i c ip a t e  in  t he  

p r o ce s se s  t o  f i n d  so l u t i o n s .  The y  sh ar e  t he  r e sp o n s i b i l i t i e s  a m on g  

t h em se l ve s .  T h i s  b r i n gs  t he  p a s s i ve  p a r t i c i pa n t s  o n  boa r d  t o  be  

ac t i ve l y  pa r t i c ip a t iv e .  Th e y  r e l a t e  t o  a n d  ow n  t he  p r o gr am me ,  an d  

t a ke  ch a r ge .  W he n  s uch  re sp on s i b i l i t i e s  i n  f i nd i n g  so l u t i on s  f o r  

p r o b le m s  be a r  r e su l t s ,  t he  pa r t i c i pan t s  f e e l  se l f -e s te em e d ,  c onf i de n t  

an d  e mp o we re d  t o  p a r t i c i pa te  f u r the r  t owa r ds  su s t a i n i n g  t he  

o u t c o me s .  I n  sh o r t ,  t he  a b o ve  d i s c us s i o n  m a y  be  su mm a r i se d  a s  

t h u s :  

 

As  they  are  tasked ,  t hey  t ake  cha rge ,  

They  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  f i nd ing  so lu t i ons ,  own  the  ou tcomes ,  and  

par t i c i pa t e  t o  sus ta i n  t he  ou t c omes .   

And  a s  t hey  pa r t i c i pa t e ,  t hey  be come  empowered  t o  

par t i c i pa t e .   

 

O n  t he  b as i s  o f  t he  r e su l t s  a n d  f i n d in gs  o f  t he  s t u d y,  so me  

a s su m pt io ns  m a y  b e  a d va nc ed .  Wh e n  peo p l e  a re  g i ve n  t a sk s  

( re sp on s i b i l i t i e s )  t o  pe r f o rm  f o r  t he i r  de ve l opm e nt ,  t he y  a c t  

( pa r t i c ip a t e ) .  As  t he y  d o  s o ,  t h e y  e ve n t ua l l y  t a ke  c ha r ge  ( s en se  o f  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y )  o f  t he  d e ve l o pm en t  p r oce s ses .  W he n  t he i r  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  a n d  e f f o r t s  be a r  p os i t i ve  re su l t s ,  t he y  be co me  

co nf i de n t  a nd  be gi n  t o  be l i e ve  in  the i r  c ap a b i l i t i e s  (e mp o wer me nt )  

an d  the y  f i na l l y  r e l a te  t o  th e  re su l t s  a s  o f  th e i r  e f f o r t s  ( ow ne rs h i p ) .  
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Th e y  f u r t he r  p a r t i c i pa te  t o  su s t a i n  s uc h  r e su l t s .  The  a re a  o f  c o nc e r n  

i n  t h i s  r e ga r d  i s  t he  n um be r  o f  t he  pe o p le  wh o  pa r t i c i p a t e  an d  ga i n  

em po we rm en t  in  re l a t i o n  t o  th e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  e n v i r onm en t  ( g ro u p  

d yn a m ic s ,  a nd  me e t i n g  a n d  c u l tu ra l  p ra c t i ce s ) .  T he  g r ou p’ s  i n t e rn a l  

en v i r o nm e n t  de t e rm i nes  t he  nu m be r  o f  p eo p le  t ha t  m a y p a r t i c i pa te  

an d  a t t a i n  em pow e r m ent  in  a  pa r t i c u la r  co m m u ni t y  g rou p  

i n te ra c t i o n .  i . e  t he  m o r e  t he  p re s su r e  f r om  the  e n v i ro n me nt ,  t he  

l e s se r  t he  ra te  o f  p a r t i c i pa t i on .  T he  su s t e nan ce  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  the o r y  

i s  e xp re s sed  i n  F i g u re  5 . 1 .  

 

F igure  5 . 1 :  Sus tenance  par t i c i pa t i on  theory  

T ( r ) = P ( R ,E , O, P ) n / v  

 

N B:  T = Ta sk s  o r  r =  R e sp o n s ib i l i t i e s  t h a t  a re  g i ve n  t o  t he  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  t o  pe r f o rm,  P =pa r t i c ip a t io n ,  R= Se n se  o f  re sp o ns i b i l i t y  

t h e  p a r t i c i pa n t s  d e ve l op  d ur i n g  p a r t i c i pa t i on ,  O = S en se  o f  

o w ne r sh i p  t he  pa r t i c i pan t s  d e ve l op  d u r i n g  the i r  pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  

E= Em p o we r me n t  p a r t i c i pa n t s  a t t a in  a s  t he y  pa r t i c i p a t e ,  n = N um be r  

o f  pa r t i c i p an t s ,  an d  v =En v i ro nm e nt  w i t h i n  wh ic h  pa r t i c ip a t io n  

t a ke s  p la ce .  The  s im pl i f i e d  f o rm  of  t he  t he or y  i s  p re se n t ed  b y  

me a ns  o f  a  f l ow ch a r d  d ia g r a m  ( Neu m an  2 00 3 : 46 0 )  in  F i gu r e  5 . 2 .   

 

F igure  5 . 2 :  F low  l ine  d iagram on  sus t enance  par t ic i pa t i on  

theory                     

 

 

        

       

        

       

 

En v i r o nm en t  

 

 

 

Participation 

 

Tasks (r) 
 

Participation 

Responsibility 

Ownership 

Empowerment 

Numbers 



 185 

Th e  the or y  t ha t  co m e s  c l o se r  t o  t he se  f i n d i n gs  i s  t ha t :  t he  l oc a l  

pe op l e  a re  e x pe r t s  o f  t he i r  s i tu a t io n  a n d  t ha t  th e y  a re  c ap a b l e  o f  

t a k i n g  ac t i on  t o  ch an g e  su ch  a  s i t ua t i o n  ( Cha m b e rs  1 98 3 : 20 2 -2 0 3 ) ;  

t h e y  a re  th e  on l y  f o rc e  t ha t  ca n  c ha nge  t he  s i tu a t io n  b y  b e i n g  ma de  

a wa re  o f  s uc h  re sp o ns i b i l i t i e s  ( S wane poe l  &  De  B ee r  2 00 6 : 5 2 ) ;  

co mm u ni t y  de ve l op m en t  w o r ke r s  s ho u l d  w o rk  w i th  t he  p e o p le  an d  

t e a ch  t hem  b y  s how i n g  ( Ko r t e n  e t  a l .  q u o t e d  b y  G ra n  1 9 93 : 24 6 ) ;  

an d  tha t  w he n  t he  w o r k  i s  d on e ,  the y  p r a i s e  t h em se l ve s  t ha t  t he y  

ha ve  d o ne  i t  ( B u rk e y 1 9 9 3 : i ) .   

 

Th ese  f i n d i n gs  re l a t e  t o  t he  l i t e ra tu r e  t ha t  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  m a y  be  

s ee n  t o  b e  em po we r i n g  w he n  t he  pe o p l e  l e a r n  t o  t ak e  cha r ge  o f  

t h e i r  o wn  l i f e  a nd  s o l ve  t h e i r  ow n  p r ob l e ms .  Th e  f i nd in g s  a l s o  

a g re e  wi t h  t he  l i t e r a tu re  t ha t  w h en  pa r t i c i p an t s  t a ke  c ha r ge ,  t he y  

a l so  t a ke  o wne r s h ip  o f  t he  i n i t i a t i ve s .  H owe ver ,  a s  a r gu e d  i n  t he  

l i t e ra t u re ,  the  pa r t i c i pan t s  sh o u l d  f i r s t  be  c o n sc i en t i s ed  to  ma ke  

t h em  awa re  o f  t he i r  ca pa b i l i t i e s ,  an d  t o  i ns t i l  i n  t h em  th a t  i t  i s  the i r  

r e s po ns i b i l i t y  t o  l e a r n  a n d  f i n d  s o l u t io n s  t o  t he i r  p r o b l em s .  As  i t  i s  

a r gue d  i n  t he  l i t e r a t u re ,  de ve l op m e nt  wo r ke r ’ s  d u t y  mu s t  b e  t he  

f a c i l i t a t i on  o f  t h e  p r o ce s se s  t o  make  t he  e n v i ro n me n t  f re e  f o r  

pe op l e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  in  de v e l o pm e n t .  I n  re sp on se  t o  t he  re se a rc h  

a s su m pt io n ,  t h e  su s te na nc e  p a r t i c i pa t i on  t he o r y  ma y  t he r e f o re  be  a  

p r o pe r  me th od  w i t h  wh ic h  c om m u ni t y  g r o up s  ma y  b e  use d  t o  

s t i m u la t e  r i go ro us  pe o p l e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  an d  e m p owe rme nt .   

 

 

5 . 2 .7  T he  f in d in gs ’  re sp on se  to  t he  r e se a r c h  q u es t io n  

 

Th e  s t u d y  has ,  t o  s om e  e x t en t ,  r e s pon ded  to  the  a s su mp t i on  s t a t e d  

i n  c ha p t e r  o n e  o f  th i s  s t ud y ,  t ha t :  

 “an  engagement  o f  a  proper  par t i c i pa tor y  deve l opment  

me thod  w i th  a  sma l l er  communi ty  in t er es t  g roup may  

cr ea te  an  env ironment  conduc ive  t o  f r ee  and  e f f e c t i ve  
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par t ic i pa t i on  towards  empower ing  mor e  par t i c i pant s  i n  

rura l  communi t i e s . ”   

 

Th e  f i n d i n gs  ha ve  e n t i re l y  c on f i r me d  th e  s tu d y  a s sum p t i o n  t ha t  a  

co mb i na t i on  o f  a  re l a xe d  a nd  l oc a l l y  a da p t e d  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  m e t h o d  

t h a t  i s  n o t  co n f in ed  t o  a  b l ue p r i n t ,  a n d  co mm u ni t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  

ma y  o f f e r  a n  i n f o rma l  a nd  re la xe d  p a r t i c i pa t i on  e n vi r on m en t  th a t  

be c o me s  c o nd u c i ve  t o  f ree  a n d  e f f e c t i ve  pa r t i c i pa t i on .  Th e  s t u d y  

f o u n d  ‘ su s te nance  pa r t i c i pa t i on  t heo ry  a s  t h e  app r oa ch  t o  a d op t .  

Th e  s t u d y  a l so  f o u nd  t ha t  pa r t i c i pa t i on  in  c o m m u ni ty  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u ps  re s u l t s  i n  em po we rm en t  o f  t h i r t y - f ou r  p a r t i c i pa n t s  pe r  g r o u p  

a s  o pp ose d  t o  e l e ve n  pa r t i c i pan t s  i n  c om m u n i t y  o r ga n i sa t i o n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t ru c t u re .  M o r e  pa r t i c ip a n t s  a re  em p o we re d  i n  c o mm u ni t y  

i n te re s t  g r o u ps  th an  i n  o r ga n i sa t i o na l  l in ka ge  s t r uc tu r e s .  

 

Th ese  f i n d i n gs  a g r ee  wi th  t he  a r g ume n t  in  t he  l i t e r a t u re  t ha t  l oc a l l y  

ad a p te d ,  f l e x i b l e  a nd  r e l a x ed  ap p l i ca t io n  o f  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

de ve l op me nt  m e t ho d  ma y  c r ea te  an  e n v i r on me nt  t ha t  i s  c o nd uc i ve  

t o  f ree  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a n d  l ea r n i n g  i n  co m m u ni t y  d e ve l o pm en t .  

H o we ve r ,  on  th e  o t h e r  ha n d ,  the  f in d in gs  d i s a g re e  wi t h  t he  

l i t e ra t u re .  Th e  s tu d y  f o un d  t ha t  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  pa r t i c i p an t s  a re  

em po we re d  i n  c o m m u n i t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u ps  o f  t h e  a ve ra ge  s i ze  o f  34  

pa r t i c ip a n t s  pe r  g r o u p ,  w h er ea s  t he  l i t e ra t u re  r ec om me nd s  a  sma l l  

g r o u p  s i ze  o f  s i x  t o  f i f t e en .   

 

Th e  f i nd in g s  a l so  p r o v id e d  e vi de nc e  f r om  gr o u p s ’  o bse rv a t io n  a n d  

i n te r v i ew s ,  t ha t  c om m u n i t i e s  a re  a lwa ys  a wa r e  o f  th e i r  s i t ua t i o n .  

Th e y  e ve n  h a ve  i d ea s  o n  w h a t  m a y  b e  t h e  so l u t i o n s .  Th e y  o n l y  ne e d  

t o  be  m a d e  awa re  t ha t  n o  o u t s i de r  c a n  so l ve  t he i r  p ro b le m s ,  bu t  

r a th e r  t he m se l ve s .  The y  a l s o  n ee d  to  be  t a sk ed  a nd  m ad e  t o  c a r r y  

t h e  re s po n s i b i l i t y  to  f i nd  s o l u t io ns  t he m se l ve s .  
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5 . 2 .8  T he o re t i c a l  con t r i bu t i on  

 

Th e  m a in  th e or e t i c a l  c on t r i b u t i o n  m a d e  b y  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  i n  

s us tenance  pa r t i c ip a t i on  t heory  t ha t  f o r  pe op l e  t o  e f f ec t i ve l y  

pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  t he i r  d e ve l opm e n t  p ro gr am me s ,  t he y  sh o u l d  be  ma de  

t o  pa r t i c i p a t e  b y  be i n g  g i ven  t a s ks  an d  re sp on s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  w i l l  

m o t i va te  t he m t o  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  f i nd i n g  s o l u t i o n s ,  o wn  t he  

o u t c o me s ,  an d  sus ta i n  t he  i n i t i a t i ve .  T he  pa r t i c ip a t io n  i s  a l so  

r e la te d  t o  t he  c o m mu ni t y  g r o u ps ’  in t e r na l  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  

en v i r o nm e n t  a nd  i t s  im pa c t  on  t he  n um b er  o f  peo p le  pa r t i c ip a t in g  

an d  b e i n g  em po we re d  i n  t he  p r oc es s .  T he  th e o r y  t he re f o r e  p ro v i de s  

a  s i m pl e  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  m e t ho d  t ha t  ma y  b e  e a s i l y  a pp l i e d  in  an y  

co mm u ni t y  g ro u p .   

 

P e o p le  s ho u l d  be  g i v e n  re s po n s ib i l i t i e s  so  t ha t  t he y  bec o m e  m o re  

r e s po ns i b l e .  The  am ou nt  o f  t h e  r e s po n s i b i l i t y  m a y  c o mm i t  t he m  t o  

ac t i ve l y  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  f i nd i n g  s o l u t io n s  t o  th e i r  cha l l en ge s .  The y  

ma y  e ve n t u a l l y  ac h i e ve  t he i r  o b j ec t i ve s .  On ce  th e i r  e f f o r t s  be a r  

f ru i t s ,  t he  pa r t i c i pa n t s  bec om e  se l f -a c t ua l i s e d ,  c onf i de n t  an d  

em po we re d .  Th i s  c o n t r i b u t io n  r e l a t e s  t o  t he  d e ve l opm en t  s l o ga n  

t h a t  “ De ve l op me nt  i s  o f  t he  p e op le ,  f o r  t h e  pe op l e  a n d  b y  t he  

pe op l e”  

 

 

5 . 2 .9  Li mi ta t i on  o f  the  s tu d y  

 

S o m e  a sp ec t s  m i gh t  ha v e  ha d  a n  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  ou t c ome  o f  t h e  s t u d y.  

Th e  f i r s t  a s pe c t  c onc e rn s  t h e  in f o rm a t i on  ge ne ra t e d  f r om  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  d ocu me nt  r e vie w.  Giv e n  t ha t  s o me  o f  t he  r u r a l  

co mm u ni t y  g r o up s  m i g h t  be  s ec r e t i ve  a b ou t  t h e i r  ge ne r a l  

ad mi n i s t ra t io n  a n d  f i na nc i a l  a f f a i r s ,  the y  m i gh t  ha v e  d i s c l ose d  o n l y  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  doc u m en t s  t ha t  s u i t  t he m  f o r  re a r  o f  l o s i n g  f in a nc i a l  

s up p o r t  f rom  d on o r s .   
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Th e  s e co n d  a s p ec t  c onc e r ns  f re e d om  of  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  du r in g  g r ou p  

i n te r v i ew s .  Ha v i ng  r ea l i s ed  t ha t  c o m m un i t y  g r o u p  l e a de r s  a re  

pe rc e i ve d  t o  be  t he  bo s se s  o f  t he  g ro u p s ,  i t  i s  su spe c te d  th a t  t he  

i n f o rm a t i o n  ge ne r a t e d  f rom  g r o up  i n t e r v ie w s  m i g h t  no t  a l w a y s  ha ve  

be e n  g i ve n  a s  a  t r ue  r e f l ec t i o n  o f  wha t  t r a n sp i r ed  i n  t he  g r o u p s ’  

i n te rna l  en v i ro nm en t ,  b u t  r a th e r  t o  p l e ase  t h e  l ea de r s  w h o  we re  

pa r t i c ip a t in g  i n  t he  i n t e r v ie ws .   

 

H o we ve r ,  to  a ve r t  t h i s  l im i t a t i o n ,  a  t r i a n gu l a t i on  o f  da ta  t oo k  p la ce  

t o  e n su re  t ha t  the  o u t c o me s  o f  t he  s tu d y  a re  re l i a b l e .  T he  da ta  

t r i a n gu la t i o n  i n vo lv e d  c o l l e c t i on  o f  da ta  f r om  f o u r  da t a  s ou r ce s  

( C h am be rs  1 9 94 b : 12 5 4) .  Th e  da ta  was  c o l l ec te d  f ro m  pa r t i c i pa n t s  

o bse r va t i on ,  i n t e r v ie ws  o f  g r o u p  a nd  i nd i v i dua l  g r o up  m e m be rs ,  

an d  r e v i e w o f  o r ga n i sa t io na l  a nd  ac t i v i t y  d oc um e n t s  k ep t  b y  t he  

g r o u ps .  T h i s  u se  o f  da ta  s ou rce s  f r om  m ul t i p l e  p e r sp ec t i ve s  

p r o v id e d  a  ce r t a i n  l e ve l  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y .   

 

 

5 . 3  C O NC LU S I O N  

 

Th e  f in d in g s  o f  t he  s t u d y  ha ve  co nf i r m ed  pa r t i c i pa t i on  a s  a  me a ns  

f o r  h um an  em p ow e r m ent  i n  t h a t  w h e n  pe o p l e  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  

co mm u ni t y  de ve lop me nt  in i t i a t i ve s ,  pa r t i cu la r l y  i n  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u ps ,  t he y  be c ome  e m p o we r ed .  A  se n se  o f  o w ner sh i p  ha s  be e n  

f o u n d  t o  b e  t he  co re  m o t i va t i n g  f ac t o r  f o r  pe o p l e  to  e f f ec t i ve l y  

pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  c om m u n i t y  g r ou p s .  An  e l e me n t  o f  r e s po ns ib i l i t y  wa s  

f o u n d  t o  be  a n  i mp o r ta n t  f a c t o r  f o r  c re a t i n g  a  s e n se  o f  o w ne rs h i p .  

Th e  s t u d y  has  p re se n t e d  “ su s te na n ce  pa r t i c i p a t i o n”  a s  a  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  c o nc ep t  th a t  c u l m i na te s  f rom  a  s e nse  o f  re sp o n s i b i l i t y  

an d  o wne rs h i p .  The  s t u d y  ha s  a l so  i n d i c a t ed  t ha t  co mm u ni t y  

g r o u ps ’  i n t e rn a l  en v i r o nm en t  i s  c r uc i a l  f o r  f r ee  pa r t i c ip a t i o n .  The  

en v i r o nm e n t  f a c t o r s  co v e r e d  b y  th e  s tu d y  inc l u ded  g r o u p s ’  

i n s t i t u t i ona l i s a t i o n ,  l e a d e r sh i p ,  a n d  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  co s t s .  The  s t ud y 
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a l so  h i g h l i gh te d  t ha t  c o mm uni t y  i n t e re s t  g r o u ps  a re  c he a p e r ,  an d  

m o re  a cc e s s i b l e  a nd  m ore  em p o we r i ng  t h an  o r ga n i sa t io na l  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re s .  The  f in d i n g s  a l s o  i n d i ca t e d  t ha t  P R A  m ap p in g  m u s t  

a l wa y s  b e  f o l l o we d  b y t ra nse c t  wa l k .   

 

      

5 . 4  R EC OM MEN DA T IO N S  

 

F r o m  t he  o u t c om e s  o f  t he  s t u d y ,  t he  f o l l ow in g  r ec om me nd a t io ns  a re  

ma de :   

 

5 . 4 .1  C rea t i n g  f re e  a n d  co n duc i v e  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  en v i r o nm en t  

 

S i n ce  mo s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  de ve l o p me nt  i n i t i a t i ve s  i n  r u r a l  

co mm u ni t i e s  a re  ca r r i e d  o u t  b y  com m un i t y  i n te re s t  g r o u ps ,  t h ese  

g r o u ps  m us t  be  s t re n g the ne d  b y  en su r i n g  t ha t  t he i r  i n te rn a l  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  e n v i ro n me nt  a l l o ws  f re e  an d  e q u i t a b l e  pa r t i c ip a t io n .  

Th e  g ro up s  sh ou ld  f i r s t  b e  i ns t i t u t i o na l i s e d  so  t ha t  t he y  ha ve  

co he r en t  o r gan i sa t i ona l  p roc ed u re s  a n d  s t a n da r d  p r i nc ip le s .  Th i s  

ma y  a l s o  he l p  t hem  t o  c le a r l y  de f i ne  t he  l e ad e rs h ip  r o le s  and  t he  

r o l e s  o f  t he  re s t  o f  t h e  me m b er s .  Co m m u n i t y  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  s ho u ld  

be  c a pac i t a t e d  a n d  em p o we re d  to  ne t w o r k ,  c o or d i n a t e  a n d  m ana ge  

se r v ic e s  a n d  s up p o r t  a t  v i l l a ge  a n d  b e y on d .  T h i s  w i l l  he l p  th em  

de ve l op  e ve n  f u r t he r .   

 

 

5 . 4 .2  P r ac t i c a l  a p p l i ca t i on  o f  t he  f in d i n gs   

 

Th e  f i nd i n g s  o f  th e  s t ud y  m a y  ha v e  i mp l i ca t i on s  o n  c o mm uni t y  

g r o u ps  in  re spe c t  o f  t he i r  i n te rn a l  pa r t i c i pa t i on  en v i r o nm en t .  

G o ve r nm e n t  d e pa r t me n t s  a n d  c i v i l  so c i e t y  o r gan i sa t i on s  t ha t  a re  

i n vo l ve d  i n  soc i a l  de ve lo p me nt  m a y l e a r n  ho w  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  

e f f ec t i ve  pa r t i c i p a t io n  i n  c o m m u ni t y  g r o u ps .  S o c i a l  de ve lo p me nt  
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p ra c t i t i one rs  ma y  l e a r n  f rom  t he  f i nd in g s  o f  t he  s t u d y  a b o u t  f ac t o r s  

t h a t  a f f ec t  i n t e r n a l  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  e n v i ro n me nt  i n  c om m u n i t y  g r o u p s .  

 

 

5 . 4 .3  A r ea  o f  f u r t he r  re sea rc h  

 

Th e  s t ud y  h a s  f o un d  tha t  w om e n  t r u s t  m e n  t o  re p r e se n t  th em  i n  

u m b re l l a  o r ga n i sa t i o n s .  Th e  f o l l o wi n g  q u es t i o ns  a r e  i mp or t an t :  

w ha t  i s  i t  t ha t  m ak es  w om e n - do mi na te d  c om mu n i t y  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  

t o  a l wa ys  c ho ose  me n  a s  t he i r  r e p re se n ta t i ve s  i n  o rga n i sa t i o n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t ru c t u re s?  D o  t he y  t r us t  the m  i n  de l i ve r i n g  t h e  m a nd a t e s  i n  

s e n i o r  s t r uc t u r e s?  A re  t he y  ( w o me n )  n o t  c o nf i de n t  i n  t hem se l ve s  

t h a t  t he y  ca n  c a r r y  su ch  ma n da t e s?  Do  w om e n  de c l i n e  to  re p re se n t  

t h e i r  i n te re s t  g r o u ps  i n  um b r e l l a  o r ga n i sa t i o n s?  Are  t he  e l ec t i on s  o f  

t h ese  m e n  d em oc ra t i c  a n d  f re e?  Do  m en  i mp ose  t hem se l ve s  o ve r  t he  

w o m en  d u r i n g  e le c t i o n  o f  r e p re se n t a t i ve s  t o  um b re l la  

o r g an i sa t i on s?  Fu r t he r  re se a rc h  n ee ds  t o  b e  c on d uc te d  t o  a ns we r  

t h ese  q ue s t i ons  w hi c h  a re  k e y  i n  th e  e m po we rm e n t  o f  w o me n  an d  

r u r a l  de v e l o pm e n t .  
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D u ve l ,  GH.  19 9 9 .  I ns t i t u t i o na l  S t r uc tu re s  f o r  P a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  

Em p o we r m en t  a nd  O wne r sh i p  i n  A gr i c u l t u r a l  an d  R ur a l  

D e ve l op m en t .  Sou th  A f r i can  Journa l  o f  Agr ic u l t u ra l  Ex ten s ion ,  

V o l ume  2 8 .  

 

D u ve l ,  GH.  20 0 5 .  Re a l i t i e s  a n d  C ha l l en g es  Re ga r d i n g  In s t i t u t io n a l  
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Li n k a ge s  f o r  E x te ns i o n  a nd  Ru ra l  Dev e l o pm en t  i n  S o u th  Af r i ca ,  i n  

Par t i c i pa t i on  and  L inkages  f o r  Improved  Ex t en s ion  Serv i ce  

De l i ve ry :  Proceed ings  o f  39
t h  

Con ference  o f  Sou th  A f r i can  Soc i e ty  

f o r  Ag r ic u l t ura l  Ex ten s io n ,  10 - 12  May  2005 .  P re to r i a :  So u t h  

A f r i ca n  Soc ie t y  f o r  A gr i c u l t u r a l  E x t e n s io n .  

 

Ed wa rd s ,  M.  1 99 3 .  Ho w  Re le va n t  i s  De ve lo pm en t  S t u d i e s? ,  i n  

Beyond  th e  Impasse :  New  D i rec t i on s  i n  Deve l opmen t  Theory ,  e d i t e d  

b y  FJ  Sch u u rm a n .  Lo n d o n :  Ze d  B o ok s .   

 

F a b r ic i u s ,  C .  2 00 4 .  F u nda me nt a l s  Ba c k gr o u n d  t o  C om m un i t y -ba se d  

N a t u ra l  Re so urc e  Ma n a ge m e nt ,  i n  Righ t s ,  Re source s  and  Rura l  

Deve lopmen t :  Communi t y -Based  Na tu ra l  Re source  Management  i n  

Sou the rn  Af r i ca ,  e d i t e d  b y  C  Fa b r i c  &  E  Koc h  wi th  H  Ma go m e  &  S 

Tu rne r .  Lo n d on :  Ea r t hsca n .  

 

F o uc hé  CB.  2 00 5 .  Q u a l i t a t i ve  Re se ar ch  De s i g n s ,  i n  Researc h  a t  

Grass roo t s :  f o r  t he  Soc ia l  S c i ence s  and  Human  Serv ic e  Pro f e s s i on s ,  

ed i t ed  b y  A S  De  V o s ,  H  S t r ydo m,  CB  F ou c h÷  &  C SL  D e l po r t .  

P r e t o r i a :  Va n  Sc ha i k .  

 

G i l c h r i s t ,  A .  20 0 3 .  C om m u n i t y  De ve l o p me nt  an d  Ne t wo r k i n g  f o r  

H ea l t h ,  i n  Pub l i c  Hea l t h  f o r  t he  21
s t

 Cen tu ry :  New  Pe rspec t i ve s  o n  

Po l i cy ,  Par t i c i pa t io n  and  Prac t i c e ,  ed i t ed  b y  J  O rme ,  J  P o we l l ,  P  

Ta i l o r ,  T  Ha r r i s on  &  M G re y.  Be rks h i r e :  O pe n  U ni v e r s i t y  P re s s .  

 

G o od m a n ,  N  &  Ma rx ,  G T.  1 97 8 .  Soc i e t y  Today .  3
r d

 e d i t i on .  Ne w 

Y o r k :  Ra nd om  H ouse .  

 

G ra n ,  G .  19 8 3 .  Deve l opmen t  b y  Peop le :  C i t i z en  Cons t ruc t i on  o f  a  

Ju s t  Wor ld .  New Yo r k :  P ra e ge r .  

 

G re a t e r  S e k hu k h une  D i s t r i c t  Mu ni c i pa l i t y .  20 06 .  I n tegra t ed  

Deve lopmen t  P l an .  
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G re e f f ,  M.  20 0 5 .  In f o rm a t i on  C o l le c t i on :  I n te r v i e win g ,  i n  Research  

a t  Gra ss roo t s :  Fo r  t he  Soc ia l  Sc i ence s  a nd  Human  Se rv i ce  

Pro fe s s ion s ,  e d i t e d  b y  AS  De  Vo s ,  H S t r yd o m ,  CB  F ouc h÷  &  C S L 

D e l p o r t .  P re t o r i a :  V a n  Scha i k .  

 

G r oe ne wa l d .  CJ .  19 8 9 .  Com mu ni t y  D e ve l o pm en t ,  i n  Deve l opmen t  i s  

f o r  Peop l e ,  e d i t e d  b y  J K  C oe t zee .  Ha l f wa y  Ho u se :  So u t he r n  Bo o k  

P u b l i s h e r s .  

 

G u m bi ,  T .  20 0 2 .  C om m u ni t y  De ve l o pm e nt ,  Pa r t i c i pa t i o n  a n d  

Em p o we r m en t :  C o n d i t i on s  f o r  Ru ra l  D e ve l o p me nt  i n  Sou t h  Af r i ca .  

Soc ia l  Work  Prac t i t io ne r -Re sea rche r ,  1 4 (3 ) .  

 

H as ha ge n ,  S .  20 0 3 .  F ra m e w or ks  f o r  Mea su r i n g  C o mm un i t y  He a l t h  

an d  We l l -be i n g ,  i n  Publ ic  Hea l th  f or  t he  21
s t

 Cen tu ry :  New 

Pe rspec t i v e s  o n  Po l i cy ,  Par t i c i pa t i on  a nd  Prac t i c e ,  e d i t e d  b y  J  

O r m e ,  J  Po we l l ,  P  Ta i l o r ,  T  Ha r r i s on  &  M  Gre y .  B e r k s h i r e :  O pen  

U n i ve r s i t y  P re s s .  

 

H e r nan de z ,  E .  19 9 8 .  A sse t s  an d  O b s t a c l e s  i n  C o mm un i t y  

Le a de r sh ip .  Journa l  o f  Commun i t y  Psy cho l ogy ,  26 (3 ) .  

 

H ö l sche r ,  F  &  R o mm ,  N .  1 9 89 .  De ve l op m en t  a s  a  P ro ce s s  o f  H um a n  

C on sc i o us ne s s :  E le me n t s  o f  H um a nis t  Vi e w of  De ve lo p me nt ,  i n  

Deve lopmen t  i s  f o r  Peop le ,  ed i t ed  b y  J K  C oe t ze e .  Ha l f wa y  Ho u se :  

S o u t he rn  Bo o k  Pu b l i she r s .  

 

H u m p hre ys ,  M,  Ma s t e r s ,  W  &  S an bu ,  M.  20 05 .  The  Ro l e  o f  

Leader sh ip  i n  Democra t i c  De l i be ra t ion s :  Re su l t s  f r om  a  F ie l d  

Expe r imen t  i n  São  Tomé  and  P r ínc ipe .  Co l u m bi a  U ni ve r i ty .   

 

I n g ham ,  B .  19 9 5 .  Economics  and  Deve lopmen t .  Lo nd on :  Mc Gra w -

H i l l .  
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Ke a r t l a n d ,  L .  1 9 97 .  T he  Eva l ua t i o n  o f  De ve l opm e n t  E f fe c t i ven e s s ,  

i n  Part i c i pa t ory  Deve lopmen t  Managemen t  and  t he  RDP,  e d i t e d  b y  

S  Li e b en b e r g  &  P  S t e wa r t .  Ke n w yn :  Ju t a .  

 

Ko r t e n  D C.  19 9 0 .  Ge t t i ng  to  t he  21
s t

 Cen tu ry :  Vo lun tary  Ac t i on  and  

t h e  Globa l  Agenda .  U n i t e d  S t a t e  o f  Am e r ic a :  Kum a r i a n  P r es s .  

 

Kr a me r ,  MW .  2 0 06 .  S ha r e d  l ea de r sh i p  in  a  C o mm uni t y  The a t re  

G r o up :  F i l l i n g  t h e  Lea de rs h i p  R o l e .  Journa l  o f  App l i ed  

Commun ic a t i on  Re sea rch ,  34 ( 2 ) .  

 

L i e be n be r g ,  S  &  The r on ,  F .  1 99 7 .  As ses s i n g  Ba s i c  Ne ed s  f o r  t he  

Ef f e c t i ve  I m pl e me n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Rec o n s t ru c t i o n  a n d  De ve lo p me n t  

P r o g r am m e  (R D P ) ,  i n  Par t i c i pa t ory  Deve lopmen t  Managemen t  and  

t h e  RDP,  ed i t ed  b y  S  Lie be n be r g  &  F  S t e wa r t  Ke nw yn :  Ju ta .  

 

L i m po po  Dep a r t m en t  o f  A gr ic u l tu r e .  2 0 0 6 .  S tra t eg ic  P lan  

2006 /2007 :  From  Farm ing  t o  Ag r icu l tura l  I ndus t r i a l  Deve lopmen t .  

P o l o k wa ne .  Li m pop o  p ro v i nc ia l  G o ve r n me nt .  

 

Ma g ad z i ,  D P.  2 00 6 .  L impopo  Depar tmen t  o f  Agr icu l tu re :  Budge t  

Speech .  Li m po po  Le g i s l a t u r e .  16  Mar ch : 2 .  

 

Ma k h ud u t ha m a ga  M un i c i pa l i t y .  20 07 .  I n t egra ted  Deve lopmen t  P lan .  

w w w.m a k hu d u th am a ga . go v . za / i dp / s i t e ma p / p hp .  Acc e s se d  o n  2 00 9 -

0 3 - 1 8 .  

 

Ma l u n ga ,  C  &  Ja m es ,  R .  20 04 .  U s i n g  Af r i c an  P r o ve rb s  in  

O r ga n i sa t io na l  Ca pa c i t y  B u i l d i n g .  In t e rna t iona l  NGO Tra in ing  and  

Re sea rch  Cen t re  ( INTRAC) .  P ra x i sNo te  6 .  

 

Ma r t i n us se n ,  J .  19 9 5 .  Soc i e t y ,  S t a t e  & Marke t :  A  Gui de  t o  

Compe t i ng  Theor i e s  o f  Deve lopmen t .  Lo n d on :  Ze d  Bo o k s .  



 198 

 

Ma sc a r e n ha s ,  J .  1 9 91 .  Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  R u r a l  App ra i s a l  a n d  

P a r t i c i pa t o r y  Le a r n in g  Me t ho ds :  Rec e n t  Ex pe r ie nc e s  f r om 

M YR A D A  a nd  S o u t h  I n d i a .  Fores t s ,  T re e s  and  Peop l e  News l e t t e r ,  

1 5 ( 1 6 ) .  

 

Ma t ha ue r ,  I .  2 00 4 .  I n s t i t u t i o na l  Ana l ys i s  To o l k i t  f o r  Sa f e t y  N e t  

I n t e r ve n t i o n s .  Soc ia l  Pro t ec t i on  Di scus s i on  Pape r  Ser i e s ,  N o . 04 18 .  

 

Mc Ka y,  V .  19 89 .  P e op le ’ s  Ed uca t i o n  f o r  a  De m o cra t i c  So u t h  

A f r i ca ,  in  Deve l opmen t  i s  fo r  Peop l e ,  ed i t e d  b y  JK  C o e t zee .  

H a l f wa y H ouse :  S ou t he rn  B oo k  P ub l i sh e r s .  

 

Mc Mi l l a n ,  J H  &  Sc h um a ch e r ,  S .  2 001 .  Research  i n  Educa t i on .  5
t h

 

ed i t i o n .  Ne w Yo r k :  Ad d i so n  We s le y  Lo n gm a n .  

 

M oha n ,  G  &  S t ok ke ,  K .  2 00 0 .  Pa r t i c ipa t o r y  De ve l op me nt  a n d  

Em p o we r m en t .  Thi rd  Wor ld  Quar te r ly ,  21 (2 ) .  

 

M ona he n g,  T .  2 00 0 .  Co m mu n i t y  De ve l o pm e nt  a nd  Em p o we r me n t ,  in  

I n t r oduc t io n  t o  Deve lopmen t  S t ud i e s ,  ed i t ed  b y  F  De  Bee r  &  H 

S w an e po e l .  Ca pe  To w n :  O xf o rd  Uni ve r s i t y  P re s s .  

 

M ot te ux ,  N ,  B i n ns ,  T ,  Ne l ,  E  &  R own t ree ,  K.  19 99 .  Em p o we r me nt  

f o r  De ve lo p me nt :  Ta k i n g  Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  A p pr a i s a l  Fu r t he r  i n  Ru r a l  

S o u t h  Af r i ca .  Devel opmen t  i n  P rac t i ce ,  9 ( 3 ) .  

 

M ou t o n ,  J .  1 9 89 .  P a r t i c ip a t o r y  Re sea rc h :  A  Ne w P a r a d i gm  f o r  

D e ve l op m en t  S t u d i e s ,  i n  Deve lopmen t  i s  f o r  Peop l e ,  e d i t e d  b y  J K  

C oe t ze e .  Ha l f wa y H o use :  So u t he r n  Bo o k  P ub l i s he r s .  

 

M un i c i pa l  De ma rca t i on  B o ar d  So u t h  Af r i ca .  20 06 .  Munic i pa l  

Pro f i l e s :  Maps  and  Demograph ic s  f o r  Mun ic ipa l i t i e s  and  Wards   

h t t p : / / w w w. de ma rc a t i o n . o r g . za / Mu ni cP r of i l e 2 00 6 / i nd e x . a s px .  
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A cc esse d  on  2 0 0 9-0 7 -2 1 .  

 

N esa m v u ni ,  EA,  Da ga da ,  MC,  Ra id im i ,  N E  & Mu d au ,  N J .  2 00 7.  

S o c io - Ec o no m i c  A na l y s i s  a s  a  D e t e r mi na n t  f o r  S u s ta inab le  

D e ve l op m en t  o f  R ur a l  La nd  C la i ma n t s ,  in  Towards  Pro f e s s i ona l i sm  

i n  Agr i cu l t u ra l  Ex t en s ion ,  Cha l l enge s  fo r  Ex t en s ion  De l i ve ry :  

Proceed ing s  o f  41
s t

 Con f e rence  o f  Sou th  A f r i can  Soc i e t y  f o r  

Ag r icu l tu ra l  Ex t ens ion ,  8 -10  May  2007 .  P re t o r i a :  So u t h  Af r i c a n  

S o c ie t y  f o r  A gr i cu l t u ra l  Ex t en s i o n .    

 

N eu ma n ,  W L.  2 0 03 .  Soc i a l  Re sea rch  Me thod s :  Qua l i t a t i ve  and  

quan t i t a t i v e  approaches .  5
t h

 e d i t i on .  B os t on :  A l l yn  a nd  Ba co n .   

 

N o va f r i ca .  2 0 0 5 .  Orien t a t i on  Towards  Par t i c i pa tory  Ex t ens io n  

Approach  (PEA) .  Li mp op o  De pa r tm e n t  o f  A g r ic u l tu re ,  Sou t h  Af r i c a .  

 

P r o ze sk y,  H  &  Mou t o n ,  J .  2 0 01 .  Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  Re se a rc h  P a rad i gm,  

i n  Deve lopmen t  Theory  Po l i cy  and  Prac t i ce ,  ed i t ed  b y  JK C oe t zee ,  

J  Gr aa f f ,  F  He nd r ic k s  & G Wo o d .  Oxf o r d :  O xf o rd  Uni ve rs i t y  P re s s .  

 

Q ue l l e t t e ,  P M,  La ze a r ,  K  &  C ham be r s ,  K.  1 9 99 .  Ac t i o n  Le a de rsh i p :  

Th e  De ve l o pm en t  o f  an  A pp r oac h  to  Lea de r sh i p  En h anc e me n t  f o r  

G ra s s r oo t s  Com m un i t y  Le ad e rs  i n  Ch i l d re n ’s  Men ta l  H ea l t h .  The  

Journa l  o f  Behav iora l  Hea l t h  Sc ience  Re sea rch ,  26 (2 ) .  

 

Ra hm an ,  A .  1 9 9 3 .  Peop l e ’ s  S e l f -Deve lopmen t :  Pe r spec t i v e s  on  

Pa r t i c i pa tory  Ac t i on  Resea rch .  Lo nd on :  Ze d  Bo o k s .  

 

Ra hne ma ,  M.  1 9 9 2 .  Pa r t i c i pa t i o n ,  in  The  Deve lopmen t  D i c t i onary :  

A  Gui de  t o  Know ledge  as  Power ,  e d i t e d  b y  W  Sac h s .  Joh a n ne sb u r g:  

Wi t wa t e r s r a n d  Un iv e r s i t y  P r e s s .  

 

Ra ma r u ,  M J ,  N gwe n ya ,  H,  Kg a n ya go  E ,  M ol a h le gi  P  &  M uda u  KS.  

2 0 0 7 .  F r o m  Loc a l  t o  P o l i c y  R ec o gn i t io n :  Ge t t i n g  t o  t he  B o t t om  
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Li ne  o f  P E A  I n s t i t u t io n a l i s a t i on  W i t h i n  LD A,  i n  Towards  

Pro fe s s iona l i sm  i n  Agr i cu l t ura l  Ex ten s io n ,  Cha l l enge s  f or  

Ex t en s ion  De l i ve ry :  Proceed ing s  o f  41
s t

 Con fe rence  o f  Sou t h  

A f r i can  Soc i e ty  fo r  Agr ic u l t u ra l  Ex t en s io n ,  8 -10  May  2007 .  

P r e t o r i a :  S o u th  Af r i c a n  S o c i e t y  f o r  A g r ic u l t u ra l  Ex te ns i on .   

 

Re la te .  SA B C1.  26  A u gu s t  20 09 .  

 

R ob e r t s ,  H .  1 97 9 .  Communi t y  de ve lopmen t :  Lea rn ing  and  Ac t i on .  

To ro n t o :  Un i ve r s i t y  o f  To ro n t o  P re s s .   

 

R om m ,  N .  2 00 1 .  C r i t i ca l  The or y  a n d  D e ve l op me nt ,  i n  Deve lopmen t  

Theory  Po l i c y  and  Prac t i c e ,  e d i t e d  b y  J K  C o e t ze e ,  J  G r aa f f ,  F  

H en dr i ck s  &  G W oo d .  Oxf o r d :  Ox f o rd  U n i ve r s i t y  P r e s s .  

 

R oo d t ,  MJ .  1 99 6 .  “ Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  De ve lo p me nt ” :  A  Ja rg o n  C onc e p t? ,  

i n  Recons t r uc t ion ,  Deve l opmen t  a nd  Peop le ,  ed i t ed  b y  J K C oe t zee  

& J  G ra a f f .  Ha l f wa y  Ho use :  In te r na t i on a l  Th o ms o n  P u b l i s h i n g .  

 

R oo d t ,  M.  20 0 1 .  Pa r t i c i pa t i on ,  C i v i l  S o c i e t y ,  an d  De v e l o pm e n t ,  i n  

Deve lopmen t  Theory ,  Po l i c y  and  Prac t i c e ,  e d i t e d  b y  J K C oe t zee ,  J  

G ra a f f ,  F  He n dr ic k s  &  G  W o od .  C ape  To w n:  O x f o rd  U n i ve rs i t y  

P r e s s .  

 

R uh i i ga ,  TM.  2 0 01 .  Eng inee r ing  Bus ine s s  Grow th  i n  Sma l l  Sou th  

A f r i can  Towns .  Doc t ora l  Thes i s .  Un i ve rs i t y  o f  t he  No r t h .   

 

S e l e n e r ,  D .  1 99 7 .  Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  Ac t io n  R e se a r c h  a nd  S oc i a l  Cha n ge .  

N ew  Y or k :  The  Co r ne l l  Pa r t i c i pa to r y  A c t io n  Rese a r ch  N e t wo rk ,  

C o r ne l l  Un i ve rs i t y .  

 

S i n gh ,  R .  19 96 .  PR A i n  Ne pa l :  Ta lk in g ,  Do i n g ,  B e i ng .  Face  t o  

Face .  Ma rc h :  7 - 9 .  
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S i t h o l e ,  B .  2 00 4 .  N ew  C onf i gu ra t i o ns  o f  P o we r  A ro un d  Maf u n ga t s i  

S ta te  F o re s t  i n  Z i m b ab we ,  i n  Righ t s ,  Re sources  and  Rura l  

Deve lopmen t :  Communi t y -Based  Na tu ra l  Re source  Management  i n  

Sou the rn  Af r i ca ,  e d i t e d  b y  C  Fa b r i c  &  E  Koc h  wi th  H  Ma go m e  &  S 

Tu rne r .  Lo n d on :  Ea r t hsca n .  

 

S o u t h  Af r i c a .  1 9 97 .  Whi t e  Paper  on  Trans format i on  o f  Pub l i c  

Se rv i ce  De l i v e ry  (Ba tho  Pe le ) .  P re to r i a :  G o ve r n me n t  P r i n t e r s .  

 

S o u t h  Af r i c a .  2 000 .  Munic ipa l  Sy s tems  Ac t  32  o f  2000 .  P re t o r i a .  

G o ve r nm e n t  Pr i n t e r s .  

 

S p i e re n bu r g ,  M,  S t ee nka m p ,  C  &  We l s ,  H .  2 0 0 8 .  P r o mi se s  o f  

Ec on o m i c  de ve l op me nt  i n  t he  G re a t  L i m po po ,  S o u th e rn  Af r i c a :  

N e t wo rk s  an d  Pa r t ne r sh i p s  in  T r an s f ro n t i e r  Co n se r va t io n ,  i n  In s i de  

Pove r ty  and  Deve lopmen t  i n  A f r i ca :c r i t i ca l  Re f l e c t i on s  on  Pro -Poor  

Po l i c i e s ,  e d i t e d  by  M  R ut t e n ,  A  Le l i v e l d  &  D  Foe ke n .  Le ide n :  

Ko n i nk l i j ke  Br i l l  NV.  

 

S te ve n s ,  J .  20 0 7 .  Br o ke rs  o f  I n f o rm a t i o n .  SASAE News le t t e r .  38 ( 1 )  

 

S te wa r d ,  M.  2 00 3 .  N e i g hb ou r ho o d  Re ne wa l  a n d  Re ge ne ra t i on  i n ,  

Publ ic  Hea l t h  f or  t he  21
s t

 Cen tu ry :  New  Perspec t i ve s  on  Po l i cy ,  

Pa r t i c i pa t i on  and  Prac t i c e ,  ed i t ed  b y  J  Or me ,  J  Po we l l ,  P  T a i lo r ,  T  

H ar r i so n  & M Gr e y .  Be rk sh i re :  Op e n  U n i ve rs i t y  P re s s .  

 

S t r yd om ,  H .  2 00 5 .  I n f o r m a t i o n  Co l l ec t i o n :  Pa r t i c ip a n t  o b se r va t i o n ,  

i n  Research  a t  Grass roo t s :  For  t he  Soc i a l  S c i ence s  and  Human  

Se rv i ce  Pro fe s s i ons ,  ed i t ed  b y  A S  De  V os ,  H  S t r y d om ,  C B  F ouc h÷  

& C S L De l po r t .  P r e t o r i a :  Va n  Sc ha ik .  

 

S t r yd om ,  H  &  D e lp o r t ,  C S L.  2 0 0 5a .  I n f o rma t i on  C o l le c t i o n :  

D oc ume n t  S t u d y  a n d  Sec on d a r y  A na l y s i s ,  i n  Re sea rch  a t  

Grass roo t s :  For  t he  Soc ia l  S c i ence s  and  Human  Se rv i ce  
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Pro fe s s ion s ,  e d i t e d  b y  AS  De  Vo s ,  H S t r yd o m ,  CB  F ouc h÷  &  C S L 

D e l p o r t .  P re t o r i a :  V a n  Scha i k .  

 

S t r yd om ,  H  &  De l p o r t ,  C S L.  2 00 5b .  S a m p l i n g  a n d  P i l o t  S t ud y  i n  

Q ua l i t a t i ve  Re sea rc h ,  i n  Research  a t  Grass roo t s :  For  th e  S oc ia l  

Sc iences  and  Human  Serv ic e  Pro f e s s i on s ,  e d i t e d  b y  A S De  V os ,  H  

S t r yd om ,  C B F ouc h÷  &  C S L De lp o r t .  P r e to r i a :  Va n  Sch a i k .  

 

S w an e po e l ,  H .  19 92 .  Commun i ty  Deve l opmen t :  Pu t t i ng  P lans  i n t o  

Ac t i on .  2
n d

 ed i t i o n .  Ke nw yn :  Ju t a .  

 

S w an e po e l ,  H .  2 000 .  Th e  S ta te  a nd  De ve lo p me n t ,  i n  I n t roduc t i on  t o  

Deve lopmen t  S t u d ie s ,  e d i t e d  b y  F  De  Be e r  &  H S wan ep o e l .  Ca pe  

To wn :  Oxf or d  U ni ve rs i t y  P re s s .  

 

S w an e po e l ,  H  & D e  B ee r ,  F .  2 00 6 .  Communi ty  Deve lopmen t :  

Break ing  the  Cyc l e  o f  Pove r ty .  Ke n w yn :  Ju ta .  

 

Th e r o n ,  F .  2 0 0 5a .  G u i de l i ne s  f o r  W r i t i n g  Sc i e n t i f i c  D o cu m e nt s  a n d  

U s i n g  Ba s ic  S oc i a l  Re sea rc h  Me t h o do l o gy ,  in  Par t i c i pa t ory  

de ve lopmen t  i n  Sou th  A f r i ca :  A  Deve lopmen t  Management  

Pe r spec t i v e ,  e d i t ed  b y  I  Da v id s ,  F  T he ro n  &  KJ  Ma ph un ye .  

P r e t o r i a :  Va n  Sc ha i k .  

 

Th e r o n ,  F .  2 0 0 5b .  P ub l i c  Pa r t i c i pa t i on  a s  a  Mi c r o - Le ve l  

D e ve l op m en t  S t ra te gy ,  i n  Par t i c i pa to ry  deve lopmen t  i n  Sou th  

A f r i ca :  A  Deve l opmen t  Management  Per spec t i ve ,  ed i t ed  b y  I  

D a v i ds ,  F  The ro n  &  KJ  Ma p hu n ye .  P re t o r i a :  Va n  Sc h a i k .  

 

Th e r o n ,  F .  2 00 5 c .  T re nd s  i n  Mi c ro - Le ve l  D e ve l o p m ent ,  in  

Par t i c i pa tory  deve lopmen t  in  S ou t h  A f r i c a :  A  Deve lopmen t  

Management  Pe r spec t i ve ,  ed i t ed  b y  I  Da vi ds ,  F  The r o n  &  KJ  

Ma p h un y e .  P re t o r i a :  Va n  Sc ha i k .  
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Th e r o n ,  F  &  B a rn a r d ,  D .  19 9 7 .  Pa r t i c i pa t i on  a n d  D e ve l o p me nt  

P la nn i n g ,  i n  Par t i c i pa to ry  Deve lopmen t  Managemen t  and  the  RDP,  

ed i t ed  b y  S  L i ebe nbe r g  &  P  S t e wa r t .  Ke n w yn:  Ju ta .  

 

To da r o ,  M.  1 9 94 .  Economic  Deve lopmen t .  5
t h

 e d i t i o n .  N ew  Yo r k :  

Lo n gm a n .   

 

To da r o ,  M.  1 99 7 .  Economic  Deve l opmen t .  6
t h

 e d i t i on .  Lon d o n :  

Lo n gm a n .  

 

To da r o ,  M P  &  Sm i t h ,  SC .  2 0 0 6 .  Economic  Deve lopmen t .  9
t h

 e d i t i o n .  

H ar lo w:  PEAR S O N A dd i so n  W es l e y .  

 

T r e u r n i c h t ,  S .  2 0 00 .  S u s t a ina b l e  De ve l opm e n t ,  i n  In t roduc t i on  t o  

Deve lopmen t  S t u d ie s ,  e d i t e d  b y  F  De  Be e r  &  H S wan ep o e l .  Ca pe  

To wn :  Oxf or d  U ni ve rs i t y  P re s s .  

 

U N D P.  19 90 .  Human  Deve lopmen t  Repor t  1990 :  Concep t  and  

Measuremen t  o f  Human  Deve lopmen t .  N e w  Y o r k :  Oxf o r d  U n i ve rs i t y  

P r e s s .  

 

U N D P.  1 9 9 3 .  Human  Deve l opmen t  Repor t  1993 :  Peop l e ’s  

par t i c i pa t ion .  Ne w Y o rk :  Ox f o r d  Un i ve rs i t y  P re s s .  

 

U N D P.  2 0 00 .  Human  Deve lopmen t  Repor t  2000 :  Human  R igh t s  and  

Human  Deve lopmen t .  Ne w Yo r k :  O xf o rd  Un i ve r s i t y  P re ss .  

 

V o s t e r ,  HJ ,  Va n  Ren sb u r g ,  J ,  S t e yn ,  GJ  &  Ma sh e l e  XB.  2 00 5 .  The  

Ef f e c t  o f  Pa r t i c pa t i on  o n  Al l  Pa r t i c i pa n t s  i n  t he  T ra d i t i o na l  Le a f y  

V e ge t a b le  P ro j e c t  i n  A r t hu r s to ne  (B u sh b uc k r i d ge ) ,  i n  Par t i c i pa t io n  

and  L ink age s  f or  Improved  Ex t e ns ion  Se rv ic e  De l i v e ry ,  Proceed ing s  

o f  39
t h

 Con fe rence  o f  Sou th  A f r i can  Soc i e t y  f o r  Agr i cu l t ura l  

Ex t en s ion ,  10 -12  May  2005 .  P re t o r i a :  S ou t h  Af r i c an  S o c i e t y  f o r  

A gr i c u l t u ra l  Ex t en s i on .   
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Wa m bu ra ,  RM,  Ru ta t o r a  DF,  O y ga r d ,  R ,  S he t t o  M  &  I s hu m i ,  O .  

2 0 0 7 .  The  Ex pe r i enc e  o f  S m a l l  F a rm e r  Gr o up  ( S F G )  O rga n i sa t i o ns  

i n  P r om o t i n g  A gr ic u l tu r a l  Ex t e ns io n  in  Tan za n i a .  Sou t h  A f r i can  

Journa l  o f  Agr i cu l t u ra l  Ex ten s ion .  3 6 (1 ) .   

 

We t m o r e ,  S .  Th e ro n ,  F .  1 99 7 .  Pa r t i c i pa to r y  Le a r n i n g  a n d  Ac t i o n :  

Me t h od o l o gy  f o r  the  Ne w  De ve l op m e n t  Vi s io n ,  i n  Par t i c i pa tory  

Deve lopmen t  Management  a nd  t h e  RDP,  ed i t ed  b y  S  Li e ben be r g  &  P  

S te wa r t .  Ken w y n:  Ju t a .  

 

Zw a ne ,  E M.  2 005 .  Pa r t i c i pa to r y  a n d  Li nk a ge s  f o r  I m p ro ve d  

Ex te ns i on  De l i ve ry :  An  E xpe r i e n ce  f r o m  Li m po po ’s  B A SE D 

p r o gra m m e,  i n  Part i c i pa t i on  and  L i nkage s  fo r  Improved  Ex t e ns ion  

Se rv i ce  De l i ve ry ,  P roceed ings  o f  39
t h

 Con f e rence  o f  S ou th  A f r i can  

Soc i e t y  f or  Agr icu l t ura l  Ex t en s ion ,  1 0 -12  May  2005 .  P re t o r i a :  

S o u t h  Af r i ca n  Soc ie t y  f o r  A gr i c u l t u r a l  E x t e n s i on .   
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A P P EN D I X 1  

 

 

PARTICIPATORY RURAL  APPRAISSAL  (PRA)  PROCEEDINGS 

OBSERVATION SCHEDULE 

 

 

PEOPLE PARTICIPATION AND EMPOWERMENT 

 

1 .  I de n t i t y  co de  o f  the  o r ga n i sa t i o n  

 

2 .  D at e  o f  o b se r va t i on :  …… …… …… …… … ……  

 

A.  ORGANISATIONAL INFORMATION 

3 .  Lo ca t i on  o f  t he  o r ga n i sa t io n  …… …… … … …… …… …… …  

 

4 .  Ty pe  o f  o r ga n i sa t i o n  

 

 

 

B .   VENUE FOR THE MEETING 

5 .  G i ve  a  p i c t u r e  o f  t he  ve nue  i n  w hi c h  t h e  m e e t in g  t a k es  p l a ce  

( e . g ,  s ha d i n g  s t ru c t u re )  . … …… … … …… … ……. … …. . ……… … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… .. …… … …. … …… …… …… … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… .. …… … … …… .… …… …… … …

… … … … …… … .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

.  

 

6 .  Wh a t  a r e  t he  s e a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t he  me e t i n g?  … …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

3      

I n te re s t  g ro up   O r ga n i sa t io na l  l i n ka ge  s t r u c t u re   
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… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …  

 

7 .  H o w  i s  t h e  a r ra n ge me nt  i n  t he  m ee t i n g? …… … …… … ..… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …. .…… ….   

 

C .  PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING  

 

8 .  I s  t h e  me e t i n g  c o ndu c t ed  t h r ou gh  a  f o rm a l  a ge n da?   

 

 

 

9 .  I f  th e  an swe r  i n  q ue s t i o n  8  ab o ve  i s  “n o” ,  ho w  i s  t he  m e e t i n g  

co nd uc t ed  wi t h ou t  a  f o rm a l  a ge n da?  … … …… …. .… ……… … … 

… … … .. …… … ……… … …… … … …… … … … …… …… …… ……. …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …. ……. . …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … .…… ……. . …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

. … …… … … …… … … … …… …… …… …… …. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

   

1 0 .  I s  t h e re  an y e l em e n t  o f  d omi na t i on  d u r i n g  t h e  m ee t in g?   

 

 

 

1 1 .  I f  t he  an swe r  i n  q ue s t i on  10  ab o ve  i s  “ ye s” ,  wha t  f o rm  

of  d o mi na t i on  i s  ev i de n t?  …… …… …… … …… … .… … …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

Y e s   N o   

Y e s   No   
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… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … …. .…… … ….  

 

1 2 .  H o w  d o  t he  me m be r s  re ac t  t o  suc h  a n  e x pe r i enc e d  

e l e me n t  i n  que s t i o n  8  a b o ve?  ……… … …… … … …… … …. … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… …… … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

…. …… … … …… … … … …… …… …… …… … … … …… … … ……. . …

… … … .… … …… … … … …… …… …… …… … … … …… … … …. … ….

… … … … …. …… … … … …… …… …… …… … … …. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

1 3 .  I s  t he r e  a n y  e l em e n t  o f  pa s s i ve ne s s  d u r i n g  t he  

p r o ce ed i n g s  o f  the  me e t i n g?   

 

 

 

1 4 .  I f  t he  an swe r  i n  q ue s t i on  13  ab o ve  i s  “ ye s” ,  wha t  f o rm  

of  p a s s i ven e s s  i s  r ea l i s ed?  … … ……… … …… … … …… … …. … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … ……. .… ….  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …  

 

D.  PARTICIPATORY RURAL APPRAISAL EXERCISE  

1 5 .  Wh a t  i s  t ac k l ed  b y  t he  g r o u p?  … ……… … .… …… …… … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

Y e s   N o   
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… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … ……. …. . …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …. …… …. .  

 

 

1 6 .  Wh ic h  p roc e d u re s  o r  to o l s  a r e  ap p l i ed  i n  t ac k l i n g  t he  

p r o b le m?  …… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …. 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .… …… …… . …… ….  

 

1 7 .  Wh a t  f o r m s  o f  a r e  use d  t o  p re sen t  t he  rea l  i s sue s  

r e la t i n g  t o  t he  p r o b l em?  . . . …… … …… …  ……. . …… …… … …. 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… …… …  

 

1 8 .  D o  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s  s ho w in te re s t  in  f i n d i n g  s o l u t i on s  t o  

t h e  p r o b l em  a t  h an d?   

 

 

 

1 9 .  El a b o ra t e  o n  t he  a n s wer  i n  q u es t io n  1 7  a b o ve :  … … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

…. …… … … …… … … … …… …… …… …… … … … …… … … ……. . …

… … … .… … …… … … … …… …… …… …… … … … …… … … …… … ..

… … … … …. …… … … … …… …… …… …… … … .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

 

Y e s   N o   
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A P P EN D I X 2  

 

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR COMMUNITY 

 GROUPS 

 

NR Dia l e  

Deve l opment  S tudie s  

Un iver s i ty  o f  South  Afr i c a  (UNISA)  

C ha i rpe rs on ,   

 

Th i s  s t u d y  i s  p a r t  o f  a  ma j o r  re sea r c h  p r o j e c t  o n  “ Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

D e ve l op m en t  Me th o ds  i n  Soc i o -e c o no m i c  E mp o we rm e nt  o f  R u r a l  

C om m u n i t i e s . ”  The  s t ud y  o b se rve s  e m po we rme nt  th r ou g h  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  i n  co m m u ni t y  i n t e re s t  g r o u p s  an d  o r ga n i sa t io n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t ruc t u r e s  i n  co m m u ni t y  de ve l op me nt .  The  ob j e c t i ve  o f  t he  

s tu d y  i s  t o  co n d uc t  c om pa ra t i ve  an a l ys i s  o f  t w o  c ase  s tu d ie s  in  

o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h o w  P RA  im p r o ve s  c om m u n i ca t i on  b e t wee n  r o le  

p l a ye rs  a n d  a cc e ss  to  e q ua l  o pp o r t un i t i e s  in  de c i s i o n -m ak in g 

p r o ce s se s .  

 

Th e  s t ud y  wi l l  i n f o r m  de ve lo p me n t  a gen t s  i n  Go ve rnm e n t  an d  N on -

G o ve r nm e n ta l  O r ga n i sa t i ons  (NGO )  a b ou t  e l e me n t s  t o  be  

co ns id e r ed  i n  soc ie t y  i n  t he  im pl em e nta t io n  o f  de ve lo p me n t  

p r o gra m m es ,  a nd  t o  m a ke  a p p ro pr i a t e  ch o i ce  o f  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

m o de l s  f o r  e f f e c t i ve  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  e m p owe rme nt  o f  r u r a l  

co mm u ni t i e s .  T he  ou tc om e s  o f  t he  s t u dy  w i l l  ma ke  a  c on t r i bu t i o n  t o  

r u r a l  c om mu n i t y  de v e l opm e nt  bo d y o f  k no wl e d ge  in  r e s pe c t  o f  

g r o u p  d yn am ic s ,  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  me t h od s  a n d  em po we rm en t  o f  t he  

r u r a l  p oo r .  

 

Y o u r  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  th i s  s t ud y wi l l  be  h i g h l y  a pp rec i a t ed .  

 

Th an k  y ou .  
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PEOPLE PARTICIPATION AND EMPOWERMENT 

 

 

1 .  I de n t i t y  co de  o f  the  g ro up      

 

2 .  Lo ca t i on  o f  t he  g r ou p  … …… … … ……… … …… … … …… … … …   

 

 

A.   NATURE OF  THE  GROUP AND MEMBERSHIP  

INFORMATION  

 

3 .  Ty pe  o f  g r ou p  

 

 

 

4 .  N at u re  o f  m em be r sh i p  

 

5 .  I f  t he  an s we r  i n  qu e s t i o n  4  a bo ve  i s  “ i n d i v i d ua l” ,  ho w m an y 

me m be r s  a re  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  th e  g ro up?  … … …… … …  

 

6 .  I f  the  a ns we r  i n  q u es t io n  4  a b o ve  i s  “ re p re sen ta t i ve ” ,  h o w 

ma n y  g r ou ps  a re  r ep r e se n t e d?  …… … … … …… …  

 

7 .  I f  the  a ns we r  i n  q u es t io n  4  a b o ve  i s  “ re p re sen ta t i ve ” ,  h o w 

ma n y  r e p r e se n t a t i v es  pe r  g ro u p?  …… … … ……  

 

 

B.  CHARACTERISTICS OF THE GROUP 

 

8 .  I s  t h e  en vi ro nm e nt  c o nd u c i ve  t o  f r ee  p a r t i c i pa t i on?   

 

1     

I n te re s t  g ro up   O r ga n i sa t io n a l  

l i n ka ge  s t ruc t u re  

 

I n d i v i d ua l   Re p re se n t a t i ve   

Y e s   N o   
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9 .  I f  t h e  a n s wer  i n  q ue s t i o n  8  a bo ve  i s  “ ye s” ,  w h a t  f ac t o r s  

co n t r i b u te  p o s i t i v e l y  f o r  suc h  c o nd i t i on s?  … … …. …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… …… …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …  

 

1 0 .  I f  t he  a ns we r  in  que s t i on  8  ab o ve  i s  “ n o” ,  w ha t  f ac to rs  

co n t r i b u te  ne ga t i ve l y  f o r  suc h  c on d i t i o ns?  … ……. . …… …… 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … .…… . …… ….   

 

1 1 .  D o a l l  m em be r s  pa r t i c ipa t e  f r ee l y  a nd  c o nf i de n t l y?   

 

 

 

1 2 .  I f  t he  a ns we r  i n  q ue s t io n  1 1  ab o ve  i s  “ ye s” ,  wha t  d o  yo u  

d o  t o  a t t e s t  to  t he  a ns we r?  … …… … … … …… … … …… … … …..  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …… …… …… …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …… ……. … … ..  

 

1 3 .  I f  th e  an s we r  i n  qu e s t i o n  1 1  a bo ve  i s  “ n o” ,  w h y  doe s  

s uc h  a  s i t ua t i on  p r e va i l?  … … … ……… … ……. . ……. . …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … ……. … … ..  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

Y e s   N o   
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… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …… …… …… …  

 

1 4 .  H o w a r e  th e  de c i s i o n -m ak in g p roc es se s?   

 

 

 

1 5 .  I f  t he  an s we r  i n  qu e s t i o n  14  a b o ve  i s  “e xc lu s i ve ” ,  wh o  

a r e  ex c l u de d?  … …… … … … …. .… ……… … …… … … …… … … …. 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …. . …… ……. …  

 

1 6 .  H o w  a r e  t he  p a r t i c i pa n t s ,  a s  re p o r te d  i n  q ue s t i o n  1 4  

ab o ve ,  e xc lu d ed  f r o m  de c i s i o n -m a k in g  p r oc es se s?  …. .…. … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… …… … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …  

 

1 7 .  A n d w h y  a r e  p a r t i c i pa n t s ,  a s  rep o r t ed  in  q ue s t i o n  1 4  

ab o ve ,  e xc lu d ed  f r o m  de c i s i o n -m a k in g  p r oc es se s?  …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

…. . … …… … … ……… … …… … .… … …… … …. …… …. . ……… … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

…. …. . . . …… … ……… … …… … … …… … … … …. …… …… …… … …  

 

1 8 .  I s  the re  a n y  o r gan i sa t i o na l  m ec ha n i s m  i n  p l ac e  t o  

co r re c t  e xc l us i o n  o f  s om e  me m b e rs  f r om  de c i s i on -m a k in g  

p r o ce s se s?   

I n c l us i ve   E xc l us i ve   
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1 9 .  I f  t he  an swe r  i n  q ue s t i on  18  ab o ve  i s  “ ye s” ,  wha t  f o rm  

of  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  me c h an i sm  i s  a p p l i e d?  … … …… … ……. . …  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …. . …… … … …… … ……. …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … ……. … … … …… … ..  

 

2 0 .  I f  t he  a ns we r  i n  q ue s t io n  1 8  ab o ve  i s  “ n o” ,  wh y  doe s  t he  

g r o u p  n o t  i n i t i a t e  a n y  o r ga n i sa t i ona l  me ch a n i s m t o  a v o i d  

ex c l us i o n  o f  so m e  m e m be r s?  …… …… … …… … … …… … … …. 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …. …… …… …… … … … …… … … …… … ..  

 

2 1 .  I f  t h e  me m b er sh i p  o f  t he  g r o up  i s  on  a  re p re sen ta t i ve  

ba s i s ,  ho w i s  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  t he  r ep re se n t ed  m em be r s  i n  

de c i s i o n -m a k i n g  p roc e s se s  e n s ure d?  … … …… … … …… … .. …… 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… …. . ….  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … .. . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

 

2 2 .  I f  th e  me m b e rsh i p  i s  o n  a  r ep r e se n t a t iv e  bas i s ,  do es  t he  

g r o u p  e xp e r i e nce  c ase s  o f  m is re p re se n ta t i on  o f  i n te re s t s  b y  

r e s pec t i ve  re p re se n t a t i ve  m e m be r s?  

Y e s   N o   
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2 3 .  I f  t he  an swe r  i n  q ue s t i on  22  ab o ve  i s  “ ye s” ,  wha t  f o rm  

of  m i s re p re se n t a t i o n  i s  e xp e r i e nce d?  …… …… …… …. …. . . .  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …. …… …… …. .  

 

2 4 .  D oe s  t h e  g r ou p  pa r t i c i p a t e  in  o r gan i sa t i o na l  l i n ka ge  

s t r uc t u re  th r ou g h  re p re se n t a t i o n?  

 

 

 

 

2 5 .  I f  t h e  an swe r  in  qu e s t i o n  2 4  a b o ve  i s  “ yes” ,  doe s  t he  

g r o u p  gen u i ne l y  pa r t i c i pa t e  in  de c i s i o n -m a k in g  p r oc es se s  o f  

t h e  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  l i nk a ge  s t ruc tu re  t h r o u gh  i t s  

r e p re se n ta t i on?   

 

 

 

2 6 .  I f  t he  a n swe r  i s  “ ye s”  i n  q ues t i o n  25  a b o ve ,  h o w  d oe s  

t h e  g r o up  e ns u r e  t ha t  i t  i n f l ue nc e s  t he  de c i s i o n s  o f  t he  

o r g an i sa t i ona l  l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u r e  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  r e p re se n te d?  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …… …… …… … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … ……. . …… …… … ….  

 

2 7 .  I f  t he  a ns we r  i n  que s t i on  25  a bo v e  i s  “ no” ,  w h a t  i s  i t  

t h a t  m ak e s  t he  c o nd i t i o n s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  the  g r ou p  t o  ge nu ine l y  

Y e s   N o   

Y e s   N o   

Y e s   No   
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i n f l ue n ce  t he  de c i s i o n -m a k i n g  p r oce s ses  o f  the  o r ga n i sa t i on a l  

l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u re  to  w hi c h  th e  g r o up  i s  r e p re se n t e d?  …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … …. . .  

 

 

C .  EMPOWERMENT OF THE PARTICIPANTS 

 

2 8 .  D o  t he  me m be r s  o f  t he  g r ou p  ge t  e m p o we r ed  th ro u g h  

t h e i r  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  gr o up?   

 

 

 

2 9 .  I f  t he  a n swe r  in  q ue s t i on  2 8  a b ove  i s  “ yes” ,  wh a t  

o u t c o me s  g i ve  t e s t i m o n y  t o  you r  v ie w?  … … … …… … …… …. .  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …. …… …. .  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … ……. … … ..  

   

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Y e s   N o   
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A P P EN D I X 3  

 

 

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR COMMUNITY GROUP 

MEMBERS 

NR Dia l e  

Deve l opment  S tudie s  

Un iver s i ty  o f  South  Afr i c a  (UNISA)  

D ea r  S i r / Ma da m,  

 

Th i s  s t u d y  i s  p a r t  o f  a  ma j o r  re sea r c h  p r o j e c t  o n  “ Pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

D e ve l op m en t  Me th o ds  i n  Soc i o -e c o no m i c  E mp o we rm e nt  o f  R u r a l  

C om m u n i t i e s . ”  The  s t ud y  o b se rve s  e m po we rme nt  th r ou g h  

pa r t i c ip a t io n  in  c o m mu ni t y  i n te re s t  g r o up  a nd  o rga n i sa t i on a l  

l i n ka ge  s t r uc t u re  in  co m m u ni t y  d e ve l o pm e nt .  The  o b j ec t i ve  o f  t he  

s tu d y  i s  t o  co n d uc t  c om pa ra t i ve  an a l ys i s  o f  t w o  c ase  s tu d ie s  in  

o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h o w  P RA  im p r o ve s  c om m u n i ca t i on  b e t wee n  r o le  

p l a ye rs  a n d  a cc e ss  to  e q ua l  o pp o r t un i t i e s  in  de c i s i o n -m ak in g 

p r o ce s se s .  

 

Th e  s t ud y  wi l l  i n f o r m  de ve lo p me n t  a gen t s  i n  Go ve rnm e n t  an d  N on -

G o ve r nm e n ta l  O r ga n i sa t i ons  (NGO )  a b ou t  e l e me n t s  t o  be  

co ns id e r ed  i n  soc ie t y  i n  t he  im pl em e nta t io n  o f  de ve lo p me n t  

p r o gra m m es ,  a nd  t o  m a ke  a p p ro pr i a t e  ch o i ce  o f  pa r t i c i pa t o r y  

m o de l s  f o r  e f f e c t i ve  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  e m p owe rme nt  o f  r u r a l  

co mm u ni t i e s .  T he  ou tc om e s  o f  t he  s t u dy  w i l l  ma ke  a  c on t r i bu t i o n  t o  

r u r a l  c om mu n i t y  de v e l opm e nt  bo d y o f  k no wl e d ge  in  r e s pe c t  o f  

g r o u p  d yn am ic s ,  p a r t i c i pa t o r y  me t h od s  a n d  em po we rm en t  o f  t he  

r u r a l  p oo r .  

 

Y o u r  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  th i s  s t ud y wi l l  be  h i g h l y  a pp rec i a t ed .  

 

Th an k  y ou .  
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PEOPLE PARTICIPATION AND EMPOWERMENT  

 

1 .  I de n t i t y  co de  o f  the  me m be r :   

 

 

A .   CHARACTERISTICS OF THE MEMBER 

 

2 .  A ge  o f  me mb e r  ( i n  ye a r s ) :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

3 .  S e x / Ge nde r :   

 

4 .  H i g hes t  l e ve l  o f  e duc a t i o n  ( g r a d e ) :  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

B .   ORGANISATIONAL MEMBERSHIP  INFORMATION 

5 .  N am e  o f  t he  g ro u p  o f  wh i c h  yo u  a r e  a  m em be r :  . …… … …… …   

6 .  H o w lo n g  ha ve  yo u  bee n  a  m em be r  to  t he  g r o u p  ( in  yea rs )?  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …. . . . . . . . . .  

 

7 .  Wh a t  i s  t he  i n te re s t  o f  t he  g r ou p  t o  wh ic h  y o u  a re  a  m e m be r?  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … …. .…… … ….  

 

 

8 .  N at u re  o f  m em be r sh i p :   

 

 

9 .  Ty pe  o f  g r ou p :  

 

 

2     

Ma le   F e ma le   

I n d i v i d u a l   R e pr e se n t a t i ve   

I n te re s t  g ro up   O r g an i sa t i o na l  

l in ka ge  s t ruc tu r e  
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1 0 .  I f  you r  a n s wer  in  q u es t io n  9  abo ve  i s  “o r ga n i sa t i on a l  

l i n ka ge  s t ruc t u re ” ,  w h a t  i s  t he  in te r e s t  o f  the  g r o up  yo u  

r e p re se n t?  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … ……. .…. … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …. ……. . …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … …. . .  

 

1 1 .  I f  y o ur  a n swe r  i n  q ue s t i o n  9  a b o ve  i s  “ i n te re s t  g r o up ” ,  

w h y  d i d  y ou  j o i n  th e  g r o up?  … … … …… … … … …… … … …… … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …. .…… ….   

 

C.   MEMBERS PARTICIPATION IN GROUP ENVIRONMENT  

 

1 2 .  Wh a t  p o s i t io n  a re  yo u  h o l d i n g  i n  th e  g r o u p?  … …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …  … … …… … ..  

 

1 3 .  Wh a t  i s  yo u r  ro l e  in  t he  g ro u p?  

 

 

 

1 4 .  I f  yo u r  a ns we r  i n  q u es t io n  1 3  a b o ve  i s  “ f o l l owe r” ,  a re  

yo u  f ree  to  p a r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  ge ne ra l  ac t i v i t i e s  o f  t he  g r ou p?   

 

 

 

1 5 .  I f  t he  an s we r  i s  “ye s”  i n  qu e s t i o n  14  a bo v e ,  wha t  i s  i t  

t h a t  ma ke s  y o u  f e e l  f re e?  …… …… …… … ……. … … … …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

Lea de r   F o l l owe r   

Y e s   N o   
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… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … .. …… …… ….   

 

1 6 .  I f  y ou r  a ns we r  i n  q u es t io n  14  a bo ve  i s  “ n o” ,  w ha t  i s  i t  

t h a t  m a k es  the  c o n d i t i on s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  yo u  t o  p a r t i c i pa te  

f re e l y?  …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … …. … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …… .. …… … ….  

 

1 7 .  Me n t i on  t he  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  g r o up  yo u  p a r t i c i pa te  i n :  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …… …… …… …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …  

 

1 8 .  A re  yo u  f r ee  t o  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  de c i s i o n -m a k i n g 

p r o ce s se s?   

 

 

1 9 .  I f  you r  a ns we r  in  q u es t i o n  1 8  a bo ve  i s  “ ye s” ,  w h a t  

f a c t o r s  co n t r ib u t e  t o  s uc h  c o n d i t i on s?  .… … …… … … …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …… …… …… …  

 

2 0 .  I f  you r  a ns we r  i n  q ue s t i on  18  a b ove  i s  “ n o” ,  wh a t  

f a c t o r s  d o  yo u  t h i nk  a re  c on t r i b u t i n g  t o  suc h  co nd i t i on s?  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… …… … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

Y e s   N o   
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… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …  

 

2 1 .  A re  y ou r  m ee t i n gs  c o nd uc t e d  wi t h  a  fo r ma l  a ge n da?  

 

 

 

2 2 .  I f  you r  a n swe r  i n  q ue s t i o n  2 1  ab o ve  i s  “ yes” ,  d o  yo u  

pa r t i c ip a t e  i n  the  d r a f t i n g  o f  suc h  an  age nda?   

 

 

 

2 3 .  I f  yo ur  an swe r  i n  q ue s t i o n  2 1  a b o ve  i s  “ n o” ,  wh y  d o n’ t  

yo u  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  t he  d ra f t i n g  o f  a ge n da  f o r  t he  me e t i n g?  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … .. ….  

…. …… … … …… … … … …… …… …… …… … … … …… … … …… … ..  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… …… …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

…  

 

2 4 .   Do  yo u  a t  t i me s  f e e l  o p p re s sed  o r  i n t im i da t e d  b y  o t he r  

pa r t i c ip a t in g  m e mb e rs   

 

 

2 5 .  I f  yo u r  a ns we r  i n  q ue s t i o n  2 4  a b o ve  i s  “ y es” ,  h o w  a re  

yo u  a f f ec t ed  b y  s uc h  a  s i t ua t i o n?  … … … …… … … …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …  

 

2 6 .  I f  yo u r  a n swe r  in  q ue s t i on  24  a b o ve  i s  “n o ” ,  h ow  do  yo u  

s u r v i ve  su ch  a  s i t ua t i on?  … …… … …… … … … …… … … …… … .. .  

Y e s   N o   

Y e s   N o   

Y e s   N o   
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… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… …. … … … …… … … … …… …… …… …… … … … ……. . ……… … …

…. . … …. …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …  

 

 

2 7 .  D o  yo u  th i n k  g r o u p  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  p roc es se s  a re  

co nd uc i ve  t o  f re e  pa r t i c i pa t i on  b y  a l l  me m b e rs  o f  t he  g rou p?  

 

 

 

2 8 .  I f  yo u r  a n s we r  i n  q ue s t i on  27  a b o ve  i s  “ n o” ,  w h i c h  

me m be r s  a r e  a f f ec te d?  … … … … …… …. … … …… … … …… … …. 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …. …… …… … …… …. …… …… … ….  

 

2 9 .  H o w  a re  t he  m e mbe rs  me n t io ned  i n  q ue s t i o n  28  ab o ve  

a f f ec t ed  b y  th e  c o n d i t i o ns?  … … ……… … …… … … …… … … …. 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… …… …  

 

3 0 .  I f  y o u r  m e m be rs h i p  t o  th e  g r ou p  i s  o n  a  re p re se n ta t i ve  

ba s i s ,  ho w lo n g  w o u ld  yo u  re c o mm e n d  a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  o ne  

t o  re p re se n t  a  g r o u p  ( i n  ye a rs )  … … … … …… … … …… … … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … .…. .  

 

3 1 .  Wh y w oul d  yo u  rec o m me n d  t ha t  n um b er  o f  ye a rs ,  i n  

q ue s t i o n  3 0  a bo v e?  . . . . . . ……… …… …. … …… …… …… …… …. . .  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

Y e s   N o   
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… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… …. .…… …… …… … ….  

 

3 2 .  D o  yo u  c on s i de r  w i t hd r a wi n g  f r om t h i s  g r o up  a t  t he  

m o me n t?   

 

 

3 3 .  I f  you r  a ns wer  i n  q u es t io n  32  a b o ve  i s  “ ye s” ,  wha t  i s  i t  

t h a t  p rom pt s  y o u  t o  t a ke  su ch  a  de c i s io n?  …… …… …… …. … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… …… … 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … …. .  

 

3 4 .  I f  y ou r  a ns we r  i n  q u es t io n  32  a bo ve  i s  “ n o” ,  w ha t  i s  i t  

t h a t  m o t i va te s  yo u  t o  s t a y  in  t he  g r o u p?  … …… … … …… … …. 

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… …. … … … …… … … … …… …… …. . …… … … … …… … … …… … …  

 

 

D .  EMPOWERMENT OF PARTICIPANTS FROM GROUP 

PARTICIPATION 

 

3 5 .  I s  y ou r  pa r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  t he  g r ou p  m ea n i n gf u l  t o  yo u r  

l i f e?   

 

 

3 6 .  I f  you r  a n swe r  i n  q u es t io n  3 5  a b ov e  i s  “ ye s” ,  h o w 

ch a n ge d  i s  you r  l i f e  du e  t o  you r  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  t h e  g r o up?  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … … 

Ye s   N o   

Y e s   N o   
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… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… …… …  

 

3 7 .  I f  yo u r  a n swe r  in  q ue s t i on  35  a b o ve  i s  “n o ” ,  w h y  do  yo u  

t h i nk  yo ur  p a r t i c i pa t i o n  i n  t he  g r o u p  d oe s  no t  m a ke  an y  

me a n in gf u l  c ha n g e  t o  yo u r  l i f e?  …… … ……. . …… …… … …..  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… …… …… …… …  

 

3 8 .  Wh a t  be ne f i t  do  yo u  e n j o y  f r om  t he  m em be rs h i p  o f  t he  

g r o u p?  … ……… … …… … … …… … … … …… …… …… …… …..  

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… … … … …… … … …… … …… …… …… …… … …… … … …… … … …

… …. . …… … … ……… … …… … … …… … … … …… …… …… …… ….  

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION 
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A P P EN D I X 4  

 

 

L IST OF SORGHUM GROUPS 

 

MAKHUDUTHAMAGA SORGHUM PRODUCERS ASSICIATIONS (MASOPA) 

   

ORGANISATION VILLAGE MEMBERS Ha 

1.   Kobakoba Manganeng 16 43.44 

2.   Mahubela Madibong 23 87 

3.   Maila-Segolo Ga-Maila 22 56.6 

4.   Makgeru Makgeru 30 27.3 

5.   Mogashoa-Manamane   75 92.4 

6.   Ntšeekgopu Mashegoane 74 129.85 

7.   Ratau-Makgane Makgane 18 22.9 

8.   Rephološitšwe Marulaneng 41 113.4 

9.   Sekokomoga Maloma 89 196 

10. Sekabing Phaahla 112 285.5 

11. Marishane Marishane 11 29 

TOTAL 511 1083.4 
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A P P EN D I X 5  

 

 

LIST OF MAIZE FARMERS ASSOCIATIONS     

            

 

Dryland maize groups (NEBO maize belt)       
 

ORGANISATION VILLAGE MEMBERS Ha 

Leeukraal Farmers Association  Leeukraal 94 141 

Rietfontein Farmers Association Ngwaritsi 87 114 

Maserumule Park Farmer Association  Maserumpark 66 99 

Phokwane Farmers Assiciation  Phokwane 34 51 

Matlakatle Farmers Association  Matlakatle 67 134 

TOTAL   281 405 
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APPENDIX 6 

 

 

LIST OF IRRIGATION SCHEMES  

 

 

No 
NAME OF 

PROJECT 
VILLAGE WARD HACTRES STATUS 

1.  
Depaarl Irrigation 

Scheme 
Makgwabe 29 173 Passive 

2.  
Gataan Irrigation 

Scheme 
Mphane 29 280/1.21 Passive 

3.  
Haakdoorndraai 

Irrigation Scheme 
Tswaing 28 108/1.28 Passive 

4.  
Krokodil Irrigation 

Scheme 
Krokodil 30 243/1.20 Floppied 

5.  
Nooitgesien 

Irrigation Scheme 
Malope 28 201/1.25 Passive 

6.  
Platklip Irrigation 

Scheme 
Mabintane 2 109.2 (1.3) Passive 

7.  
Tjatane Irrigation 

Scheme 
Tjatane 17 52 Active 

8.  Veeplaas Moji 28 463 
Used by 

private farmer 

9.  
Vlakplats 

Irrigation Scheme 
Khuloane 28 74 Passive 

10.  
Vlakspruit 

Irrigation Scheme 
Masanteng 30 120/1.8 No water 

11.  
Vogelstuiskoppies 

Irrigation Scheme 
Setlaboswane 30 113/1.21 Floppied 

12.  
Wonderboom 

Irrigation Scheme 
Wonderboom 28 113/1.21 Passive 
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APPENDIX 7 

 

 

LIST OF BROILER GROUPS  

 

 

MEMBERS SIZE STATUS 
Commodity 

NAME OF 

PROJECT 
VILLAGE WARD 

F M Total Ha./houses   

Broiler 
Batlabatlile 

Poultry Farm 
Phokwane 2 2 3 5 2/500 h 

Youth, 

Operational 

Broiler 
Ikukeng 

Poultry 
Tjatane 17 16 4 20     

Broiler 
Kome 

Poultry 
Marishane 26 10 3 13 

2/1000 

houses 
Active 

Broiler Mamodi Riverside 9 7   7 

5/500 

houses, 

Abattoir 

Passive 

production 

Broiler Mashabela Mashabela 25 5 1 6 3 house Operational 

Broiler 

Sekhukhune 

Association 

for the Care 

of the 

Disabled 

Schoonoord 16 7 11 18 
2/1000 

houses 
  

Broiler 

Rekgona ka 

yena 

(Disabled) 

Phaahla 26 13 6 7 
2/100, 

1/500 
Active 

Broiler 

Mokumong 

Business 

Trading cc 

Mamone 21 1   1 

1x800, 

1x1200 

houses 

  

Broiler Mme o Tlile Malope 28 21 8 29     
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APPENDIX 8 

 

 

LIST OF EGG PRODUCTION GROUPS 

 

 

MEMBERS STATUS NAME OF 

PROJECT 
VILLAGE WARD 

F M Ttl Active 

Khuloanyane 

Poultry 
Mashabela 25 13 4 17 Active 

Kodumela 

Moepathuste 

Poultry 

Mphane 29 4 3 7 Active 

Matsogo ga a 

Bewe 
Malope 28 5  5 Active 

Mohlakamotala 

Integrated 
Marulaneng 23 5  5 Active 

Relokologile 

Kome 
Kome 26 9 2 11 Active 

Top Five 

Poultry 
Rietfontein 4  5 5 Active 
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APPENDIX 9 

 

 

STATUTE 
1
OF MABODIBENG FARMERS ASSOCIATION 

 

 

(A) SCHEDULE  

 

1 INCOME GENERATINMG ACTIVITIES OF MABODIBENG FARMERS 

ASSOCIATION 

1.1 Keeping dairy cows for milk production. 

1.2 Selling milk and milk bi-products. 

 

2 THE OBJECTIVES 

2.1 Creating jobs for the members and the community at large.  

2.2 Generating income for the members. 

 

3 MEMBERSHIP AFFILIATION FEES 

Each new Member shall pay an affiliation fee of R50 which will be followed by monthly 

subscription of R10. 

4 LABOUR COMMITMENT 

Every member must devote at least Forty (40) hours each week to the conduct of 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association’s income-generating activities, and will be entitled to 

Fourteen (14) consecutive days’ break from such activities after every Fifty-Two (52) 

weeks. 

 

 

(B)  STATUTE 

 

1. Mabodibeng Farmers Association 

1.1 By the adoption of this Statute there is established a Voluntary Association with 

the name recorded on the cover page. 

1.2 Mabodibeng Farmers Association will pursue the Objects, and conduct its affairs 

in accordance with the terms and conditions, set out in this Statute. 

1.3 Mabodibeng Farmers Association will continue for an indefinite period, subject 

to the right of the right of the Members to terminate it in the manner set out in 

Clause 15. 

 

2. Object of Mabodibeng Farmers Association 

The objective of Mabodibeng Farmers Association is to establish and conduct 

income-generating activities listed in the Schedule, and other income-generating 

activities which the Members of Mabodibeng Farmers Association may authorise 

                                                
1
 Mabodibeng Farmers Association’s statute is an example of a standard organisational statute as provided 

for by Voluntary/Welfare Programme Act 1999. 
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from time to time, with the intention of enabling profits or dividends to be 

distributed to the Members from time to time. 

 

3. Association Funds 

The Initial Funds of Mabodibeng Farmers Association will be Initial Donation of 

a prescribed amount as per Schedule, to be made by the first Chairperson 

immediately after the adoption of this Statute. Mabodibeng Farmers Association 

Funds may be increased from time to time by any other amount or assets which 

may become payable or transferable to Mabodibeng Farmers Association, 

whether by donation or in any other way. 

 

4.  Powers of Mabodibeng Farmers Association 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association will have the following powers, which will be 

exercised on its behalf by the Management Committee: 

4.1 To adopt and ratify any agreements entered into on behalf of Mabodibeng 

Farmers Association before the adoption of this Statute. 

4.2 To solicit and accept, at its discretion, additional donations and contributions for 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association; provided that: 

4.2.1  All donations accepted must be subject to the applicable terms of this 

Statute, and must not:  

4.2.1.1  be unilaterally revocable at the instance of the donor     

   concerned; or  

4.2.1.2  seek to impose conditions on Mabodibeng Farmers Association which are     

  inconsistent with the terms of this Statute  

4.2.2  If a donation is offered for a specific purpose which cannot be 

implemented, or which would be in conflict with the Object or the terms 

of this Statute, the Management Committee must refuse or refund the 

donation, as the case may be. 

4.3 To purchase or acquire in any way stock-in-trade, plant, machinery, land, 

buildings, shares and every other kind of movable and immovable property. 

4.4 To manage, sell lease, mortgage, dispose of, develop, build on, improve or in any 

other way deal with the income-generating activities of Mabodibeng Farmers 

Association and/or any part of its property or assets. 

4.5 To give security for the payment of money borrowed in any manner including 

the mortgaging and pledging of property. 

4.6 To invest money in any manner. 

4.7 To open and operate banking accounts. 

4.8 To amalgamate with any association, company or corporate body. 

4.9 To employ any person, and to remunerate any person, either in cash or by the 

allotment of shares, for services rendered in the formation of Mabodibeng 
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Farmers Association or in the development or conduct of its income-generating 

activities. 

4.10 To accept donations and to borrow money. 

4.11 Generally to do all things which are incidental or conducive to achieving the 

Object of Mabodibeng Farmers Association and to exercise any power listed in 

Schedule 2 to the Companies Act, No 61 of 73, as amended. 

 

5. The Members of Mabodibeng Farmers Association 

5.1 Only natural persons (i.e. not other associations or corporate bodies) may be 

members of Mabodibeng Farmers Association. 

5.2 The initial Members will be those natural persons whose names appear on the 

Schedule. 

5.3 Further Members may be admitted from time to time at the sole discretion and 

resolution of the Members in General Meeting. 

5.4 Despite anything to the contrary contained in this Statute, Membership of 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association may be cancelled at the entire discretion and 

by resolution of the Members of Mabodibeng Farmers Association in General 

Meeting, subject to the following: 

5.4.1  Neither Member nor Mabodibeng Farmers Association may be required 

to give reasons for, or to justify, their decisions with respect to granting, 

refusing or cancelling Membership, except to the Member/s concerned in 

case where membership has been cancelled. 

5.4.2  Before adopting any resolution for the cancellation of membership , the 

Member/s facing possible cancellation must first be given reasonable 

opportunity of addressing and being heard by Mabodibeng Farmers 

Association in General Meeting or a person or committee appointed by 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association for the purpose. 

5.4 No resolution for the granting or cancellation of Membership will be of force or 

effect unless adopted by the Two-Thirds majority of the Members present at a 

properly convened and quorate General Meeting. 

 

6 Rights, Duties and Benefits of membership 

6.1 All Members of Mabodibeng Farmers Association will be entitled to all the 

benefits accorded to any member in terms of this Statute, including the right to 

attend, speak and vote at all General Meetings of Mabodibeng Farmers 

Association 

6.2 Unless the members decide otherwise by way of a resolution adopted at a 

General Meeting: 

6.2.1  No Member will be regarded as an employee of Mabodibeng Farmers 

Association, or entitled to any of the rights or benefits of an employee as 

provided for under the Labour Relations Act, 1995, the Basic Conditions 

of Employment Act, 1997, or any other legislation dealing with the rights 

and benefits of employees. 
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6.2.2  Every member must devote his/her time as per the attached Schedule, to 

the conduct of Mabodibeng Farmers Association’s income-generating 

activities, and will be entitled a break of a prescribed number of days, as 

per the Schedule. 

6.2.3  All Members will share equally in any distribution of the profits of 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association. 

6.3 Within fourteen (14) days after the end of every six calendar month after the date 

of adoption of this Statute, the management Committee must prepare interim 

financial statements showing the net profit (if any) earned by Mabodibeng 

Farmers Association during that three –month period. “Net profit” means all the 

income of Mabodibeng Farmers Association during that period, less all the 

expenses incurred by Mabodibeng Farmers Association in that same period. 

6.4 When the Membership of a member terminates, that member is not entitled to 

any compensation except a proportional share of any net profits earned by 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association since the date of the last profit distribution, 

which proportional share will be determined by the Management Committee in 

its entire discretion. 

6.5 If membership terminates as a results of the death of a member, that proportional 

share must be paid to the beneficiaries nominated inn writing by the member 

when he/she became a Member of Mabodibeng Farmers Association or, if no 

such nomination was made, to a relative by blood or marriage of the deceased 

member selected by the management Committee in its entire discretion. 

 

7 The Management Committee 

7.1 As appears from Clause 4 above, all executive powers of Mabodibeng Farmers 

Association will vest in the body to be known as the Management Committee, 

which will be entitled to act on behalf of Mabodibeng Farmers Association in all 

matters affecting the conduct of its affairs, in furtherance of its powers and 

Object, subject always to the terms of this Statute. 

7.2 The Management Committee must comprise at least Four (4) members, who 

must be members of Mabodibeng Farmers Association. The membership of the 

Management Committee must be made up of at least the following persons: 

7.2.1  the Chairperson, who will be the chief executive offer of Mabodibeng 

Farmers Association and the management Committee; 

7.2.2  the Secretary;  

7.2.3  the Treasurer; 

7.2.4  the Marketing Manager; 

7.2.5  the Hectare Manager; and  

7.2.6  the Stock manager 

 

7.3 The members of the first Management Committee must be elected and appointed 

at the General meeting at which this Statute is adopted, and will hold office until 

the first Annual General Meeting after that appointment when all of them must 
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resign. The names of the members of the first Management Committee must be 

recorded in the Schedule. 

7.4 At the first Annual General Meeting, a new Management committee must be 

elected, the intention being that a new Management Committee be elected at 

each succeeding Annual General Meeting. Resigning management Committee 

members will at all times be eligible for re-election. 

7.5 In the event of a position on the Management Committee falling vacant for any 

reason whatsoever, the Management Committee, by resolution adopted by a 

majority of at least Two-Thirds (2/3) of its remaining members, may (and if the 

vacancy reduces the number of members to less than Four (4), must co-opt a 

member/s to fill the vacancy/ies. 

7.6 Despite anything to the contrary set out above, the Management Committee, by 

resolution adopted by a majority of at least Three-Quarters (3/4) of its members 

in office from time to time, being not less than the required minimum of Four 

(4), will be entitled to remove any of its members, whether elected or co-opted; 

and if the Management Committee decides this is appropriate or necessary, it 

may co-opt another person in his or her place. The management Committee will 

not be obliged to furnish reasons for or justify its decision/s regarding removal 

and co-option, except to a member removed and to the Members of Mabodibeng 

Farmers Association, provided that the Management Committee must prior to 

adopting any resolution for removal, afford the member/s facing possible 

removal a reasonable opportunity to address and be heard by the Management 

Committee, or a person or sub-committee appointed by the Management 

Committee for that purpose. 

 

7.7 The members of Mabodibeng Farmers Association, by means of a resolution 

adopted by a two-Thirds (2/3rds) majority of those present or represented at a 

General Meeting, may at any time remove and/or replace a member of the 

Management Committee. Before adopting any such resolution, the Members 

must give relevant person/s a hearing in the manner provided for in Clause 7.6. 

 

8. Management Committee member Vacating Office 

The office of member of the Management Committee will be vacated if a 

member resigns; becomes of unsound mind; becomes unfit and/or incapable of 

acting as such; becomes insolvent or assigns his/her estate for the benefit of or 

compounds with his/her creditors; would be disqualified, in terms of the 

Companies Act or equivalent legislation in force from time to time, from acting 

as a director of a company; or is removed in terms of a resolution passed in 

accordance with the provision of Clause 7.6 or 7.7 above. 

 

9 Procedure at Management Committee Meetings 

The Management Committee may conduct its meetings as it finds convenient, 

provided that: 

9.1 The Chairperson must chair all meetings of the management Committee which 

he/she attends. In the absence of the Chairperson, the remaining members of the 
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Management Committee must elect a person to chair the meeting from their 

number. 

9.2 The Chairperson may at any time convene a meeting of the Management 

Committee, and must on the request of any Two (2) members of the Management 

Committee convene such a meeting. 

9.3 At least Three (3) members of the Management Committee must be present at a 

meeting before any valid business may be done or decision made. 

9.4 At meetings of the Management Committee each member will have one (1) vote. 

9.5 Questions arising will be decided by a majority of votes. In the event of an 

equality of votes, the Chairperson will have not have a casting or second vote. 

9.6 Proper minutes of the proceedings of the Management Committee must be kept, 

and a record of the persons present at the meeting, and must be available at all 

times for inspection or copying by any member of the Management Committee, 

and on two (2) days’ notice to the Secretary or his/her deputy by any member of 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association.  

9.7 The Management Committee may delegate any of its powers and prerogatives to 

an executive member, or to a special purpose committee, as it decides is 

appropriate. The member, committee, employee or agent to whom such 

delegation is made must, in the exercise of the relevant functions, confirm to any 

regulations and procedures that may be stipulated by the Management 

Committee from time to time. 

 

10. General Management of Members of Mabodibeng Farmers Association 

10.1 Annual General Meeting 

10.1.1 An annual General Meeting of Mabodibeng Farmers Association must be held 

within a period of Fifteen (15) months after the adoption of this Statute, 

and subsequent Annual General Meeting must be held as soon as 

possible, but in any event within Three (3) months after the end of each 

financial year. Not less than Twenty-one (21) days’ prior notice of an 

Annual General Meeting must be given to all Members. 

10.1.2 The Annual General Meeting must be convened by the Chairperson. If 

Chairperson fails or refuses to convene the Annual General Meeting, any 

other member of the Management Committee may do so.  

10.1.3 The business of an Annual General Meeting must include at least the 

following: 

10.1.3.1 the presentation and adoption of annual report of the Chairperson 

10.1.3.2 the consideration of the Annual Financial Statement 

10.1.3.3 the election of the persons to serve on the Management Committee for the 

following year. 

10.1.3.4 the appointment of Auditors if such appointment is required by any law 

or is deemed necessary by the Members of Mabodibeng Farmers 

Association; and  

10.1.3.5 such other matters as may be considered appropriate. 
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10.2 Other General Meetings 

10.2.1 Other General Meetings of Mabodibeng Farmers Association may be 

convened at any time at the request of: 

10.2.1.1 the Management Committee  

10.2.1.2 the Chairperson; 

10.2.1.3 any Three (3) Members of Mabodibeng Farmers Association. 

10.2.2 a General Meeting other than the Annual General Meeting must be 

convened on not less than Fourteen (14) days’ notice to all Members of 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association. 

 

10.3 Resolutions and Voting 

10.3.1 At all General Meetings, a resolution put to the vote will be decided only 

by a show of hands. 

10.3.2 Each Member present or represented at a General Meeting will be entitled 

to One (1) vote. The Chairperson will not be entitled to a second or 

casting vote in the event of an equality of votes. 

 

10.4 Quorum 

10.4.1 A quorum (i.e. the minimum number of Members who must attend a 

General Meeting for a valid decision to be taken) for a general meeting of 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association will be half (50%) plus One (+1) of the 

Members. 

10.4.2 If any General Meeting is called, but not enough Members attend it to 

make a quorum, that Meeting must be adjourned to another date at least 

Five (5) days later, as may be determined by the Management 

Committee, and notice of the adjournment must be given to all Members 

in the manner provided for in this Statute. At the reconvened General 

Meeting, the Members then present or represented will be deemed to 

constitute a quorum, even if there are present or represented less than the 

minimum stated in Clause 10.4. 

 

11. Notices 

 

11.1 Notice of all meetings provided for in this Statute must be given in writing 

personally to the person concerned, or by putting a notice in a prominent place 

within the community where Mabodibeng Farmers Association carries on 

business, or in any other manner which the Management Committee believes is 

expedient. 

11.2 The inadvertent failure to give notice to any person will not invalidate the 

proceedings of any meeting. 
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12. Books of Account and Annual Financial Statements 

12.1 The Management Committee must ensure that Mabodibeng Farmers Association 

keeps proper books of account. Financial Statements must be prepared at least 

once a year, in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and 

practice, and must reflect clearly and completely the financial affairs of 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association. If required by any law or by resolution of the 

Management Committee or Mabodibeng Farmers Association, the books of 

account and Financial Statements must be audited and certified in the customary 

manner by an independent practising Chartered Accountant. 

12.2 A copy of the Annual Financial Statements must be made available to each of the 

Members as soon as possible after the close of the financial year, and in any 

event within Six (6) months after such close 

 

13. Signature 

All cheques, contracts and other documents requiring signature on behalf of 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association must be signed by at least Two (2) members of 

the Management Committee.  

 

14. Legal Statures, Contracts and Legal Action 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association will be a body corporate with independent 

legal personality distinct from its Members and  

14.1 may own property and enter into contracts in its own name; and  

14.2 may sue or be sued in its name  

 

15. Amendments to Statute and Dissolution 

15.1 The terms of this Statute may be amended, the name of Mabodibeng Farmers 

Association may be changed and Mabodibeng Farmers Association may be 

dissolved by decision of the Members in General Meeting, provided that notice 

of the prop[osed resolution is given not less than Twenty-Eight (28) days before 

the date of the Meeting. Any such resolution will be deemed to have been 

adopted only if it is supported by not less than Two-Thirds (2/3rds) of the 

Members present at the Meeting. 

15.2 For the avoidance of doubt and despite anything to the contrary contained in this 

Statute, It is confirmed that a resolution signed by Two-Thirds (2/3rds) of the 

Members of Mabodibeng Farmers Association will be valid as if it has been 

passed at a duly convened General Meeting of Mabodibeng Farmers Association. 

 

16. Indemnity 

16.1 Subject to the provisions of any relevant statute, each member of the 

Management Committee and all other office bearers will be indemnified by 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association for all acts done by them in good faith on its 

behalf; and it will be the duty of Mabodibeng Farmers Association to pay all the 

costs and expenses which such a person incurs or becomes liable for as a result 
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of any contract entered into, or act or deed done by him/her in his/her said 

capacity, in the performance in good faith or his/her duties on behalf of 

Mabodibeng Farmers Association. 

16.2 Subject to the provisions of any relevant statute, no member of the Management 

Committee or other office bearer of Mabodibeng Farmers Association will be 

liable for the acts, receipts, neglects or defaults of any other member or office 

bearer, or having joined in any receipt or other act for conformity, or for any loss 

or expense suffered by Mabodibeng Farmers Association through the 

insufficiency or deficiency of title to any property acquired by Mabodibeng 

Farmers Association; or for insufficiency or deficiency of any security in or on 

which the money of Mabodibeng Farmers Association may be invested; or for 

any loss or damage arising from the bankruptcy, insolvency or delictual act of 

any person with whom any money or securities are deposited; or for any loss or 

damage caused in any other way, which occurs in the execution of duties of 

his/her office or in relation thereto, unless it arises in consequences of his/her 

dishonesty, or failure to exercise the degree of care, diligence and skill required 

by law. 

 

17 Financial Year 

The financial year of Mabodibeng Farmers Association will end on 31 March. 

 

 

 


