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ABSTRACT

The glory-motif in John 17:1-5: An exercise in Biblical semantics

In John I7:1-5 the noun dafa occurs once and the verb Sofalev four
times. They are consequently translated as ‘glory’ and ‘glorification” in
various Bible translations. This research is an attempt to determine the
various perspectives and possible semantic meanings respectively of
these words in order to suggest meaningful alternatives that could be
used in a dynamic-equivalent or periphrasiic translation. The methodo-
logy followed is: first a look at a few lexical meanings, and an investi-
gation of the textual and theological contexis in order i help determine
the basic semantic fields of these words, followed by a more detailed
examination to aid a more specific interpretation. In the detailed exami-
nation the motifs, 7 aidvio¢ {wii 7 wpa and 16 pyov redeidoag
play important semantic roles as theological settings from which the
various possible semantic meanings of dd&a and Sofadewr are inter-
preted.

1 INTRODUCTION

The Greek words 565a (noun) and SoEdev (verb), translated in English
as ‘glory’ and ‘glorify’, cover a wide range of meaning. In most other
languages no single word is able 1o express the full meaning of either
onc of these words in all their various uses, Even the many English
translations offer little help in finding the best equivalents for the New
Testament words in other languages. This is due to the common use of
‘glory® or ‘glonify’ in most of the places where either 865 or Sofdlewv
15 found.

Although much has been written on the §6Ea motif in the Fourth
Gospel in theological dictionaries, commentaries and articles, the
coverage of how this motif occurs in John 17:1-5 1s inadequate and frag-
mentary. Where this motif has been discussed in connection with the
Fourth Gospel it is either about the ‘glory" of Jesus (Painter 1975: S0,
Ibuki |988:38fF, Bratcher 1991:401f) or the ‘glory’ of God (Caird
1969:265f1), or ‘glory’ in the Fourth Gospel in gencral (Cook |984:
291f), with little attention being paid to John 17:1-5, where the glory of
Jesus and of God complement one another.
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This rescarch is aimed above all ar determining the varnous pers-
pectives and possible semantic meanings of 66§ and Sofadewv, as used
in John 17:1-5, in order to suggest a possible meaningful translation of
thesc verses in dynamic-equivalent or periphrastic translations. When the
essence of a glorifying cvent is determined, 66§ and Sofale v can be
substituted by a descrintion of the essence in order to make the transla.
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tion more meaningful for the reader,

To understand the specific meanings of §6{a and Sofdfeiv in the
immediate context of John 17:1-5, we will first have to look at a few
proposed lexical meanings, the textual context and the theological con-
text of the Fourth Evangehst in order (o help determine the basic seman-
tic fields of these words, before corducting a closer examination of the
words 6Ea and Sofdlciv as they are used in Jobn 17:1-5.

2 THE POSSIBLE RANGE OF MFEANINGS OF AOZA AND
AOZALZEIN INTHE NEW TESTAMENT

According to The Greek-Frgiisk Lexicon (Liddell & Scott 1974:178) the
lexical meaning of 8o§e is “honour’, 'glory” and 'splendour’, and that of
Boalewv s ‘to glonfy” or ‘extol’. The Greek-English Lexican of the
New Testument and other Early Christinn Lyerature (Danker 2000:2571)
translates &6&a as (1) rhe condition of beixg bright or shining, *bright-
ness', “splendor’, “vadunge’, (2) a stale of bewg magnificent, ‘great-
ness’, and ‘splendor’; (1) honour as enhancenent or recogmnion of status
or performance, “fame', “recogration’, ‘renuwn’, “honour”, ‘prestige’; (4)
a trancendent beng deserving of honour, majestic hewing and dofadew,
as 10 (1) influcnce one’s opinion anout anather so as to enhance the
latier’s rcputation, 'praise’, ‘honout’, ‘extol’, or {2) to cause to have
splendid greatness, “clathe 1in splendor® and ‘alorify’ ' Touw & Nida's
(1988:66) semantic lexicon has eleven diflerent semantic domains under
which they classify 8ofe: “splendout’, ‘hrighiness’, ‘amazing might’,
‘prase’, ‘honour’, ‘greatness’. ‘glonous being®, ‘heaven’, ‘pride’,
including the idiom “give glory 10 God' in John 9:24, and ‘swear’, “put
under oath’, *vow'; and three domaims for acédlewv: “praise’, “honour’,
‘glorify”.

" Fry links up with Danker. Accarding 10 him (1976 4221) there are three main com-
ponents of meaning of the word ‘glory’, as 31 15 used in the New Testament 10 refer
to the glory of God or Christ They are: (1} brightness or splendour, (2) great power
and strength; (3) majesty and bonour. Bratcher (1991:40111) adds snother meaning,
*divine nature’ or ‘divinity ' or “Gud-likeness', a8 3 possible meaning and translation
of 86§ 1n muny passages of the Fourth Gospel, These possible meanings then relate
to God and Christ's position or status (majestyhonour); presence (brightness/splen-
duur); divine action (power/strength) and nazuze (divinily),
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The Theological Dictionary of the New Testament (Kittel 1978:
247) interprets 865e as ‘divine honour’, ‘divine splendour’, ‘divine
power” and “visible divine radiance’. According to Kittel these meanings
arc fluid and can only be distinguished artificially. He translates
dofalewv as “to honour' or *10 extol’. The Dictionary of the New Testa-
ment Theology (Aalen 1976:44) translates 86€a as ‘radiance’, “glory’,
‘repute’, and Bo€aCewv as “praise’, ‘glorify".

These lexical meanings reflect a number of combinations rendered
by the NIV, NASB, KJV. NRSV, NKJV, NLV, and the NCF* throughout
the Fourth Gospel as “praise’, “honour’, *glory’ and ‘glonfy’, while in
John 17:1.5 86&a is transluted as ‘glory’, and o€aeiv consistently as
‘glorify”.

The consultation of these lexicons, on the one hand contnbules to
create a scope from which we can start to determine the nossible seman.
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tic meanings of 865a and dofdlewv and, on the other hand, indicates
how limited and one-sided the interpretations and translations of the
words &0fa and dofd{ewv have been in the above-mentioned (and
probably also other) Bible translations.

3} AOZA AND AOEAZEIN IN THE FOURTH GOSPEL

The following is a brief indication of all the aspects linked with the 86£a
theme in the Fourth Guspel (regardless of whether the noun 86€a * or the
verb ofddenr is used). AdEx is used only once in connection with the
Phanisces, who attach greater value 10 the praise of men more than to
praise from God (12:43). It 1s also used once in connection with the
disciples, who receive glory from Jesus (17:22) Once d6€a 1s used
without any subject: glory comes from God (5:44). Aofa is used 13
times (9:24, 11:4,40, 12:28; 13:3); (4:13; 15:8; 17:1,4; 21:19) in con-
nection with the *glory of God', and 19 umes (1:14; 2:11; 7:39; 8:54;
11:4; 12:16,23,41; 13:31,32, 16:14; 17:1,5,10,22,24) in connection with
the ‘glory of Jesus®. The 86§ of God comes from the Jews (9:24), from
the disciples (15:8; 21:19), but especially from Jesus (7:18; 12:28 by
imphcation; 13:31,32; 17:1.4). The 66€ax of Jesus comes from his dis-
ciples (17:10), the Spimt (16:14), and the Father (B:54; 13:31.32;

2 NIV (New Inlemanonal Version), VASE (New American Standard Bible), KJV
(King Jsmes Version), NRSY (New Revised Standard Version), NKJV (New King
James Version), NLV (New Living Version), NLC (New Century Versson). The NLC
added "boasting’ and ‘glorvous things'. The NASS and NRSV use only 'glory’ and
‘glornfy”.

Y dobn 1014 (2x), 2:11, 5:41,44; T:18 (2x), K 50,54, 924, 114,40, 12:41,43 (2x),
16:2, 17:5,22,.24.

“ John 739, 854 (2x); 104,13, 1216,23,28 (3x); 1331 (2x),32 (3x); 158, 1614,
17:1 (2x),4,5. 21:19
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17:1,5,24, and 12:41 by implication), and from signs (2:11; 11:4). In
John 7:39, 12:16,23 and 17:1 Jesus’ 8da is clearly linked with his
death, Finally, those who beieve will see the 86fa of God (11:40), and
the disciples of Jesus will sec his 8d8a (1 7:24).

The possible semantic meanings and translations will however, be
more narrowly determined by their context. Here ‘context” refers to the
immediate textual context of the Fourth Gospel, especially John 17:1.8,
and the historical situation in whech the word is used. Then there is also
the context of the theological tradition, :n which the cvangelist stood to
be considered.

4 THE TEXTUAL CONTEXT FROM WHICH THE WORDS
AOZA AND AOZAZEIN ARE TO BE INTERPRETED

The Last Discourse in the Fourth Gospel is dominaied by the theme of
Jesus® return to the Father (ef. 13:3 “elbdsg 671 ndvea $dwkey aldto O
natip €ig 1&g yeipag xal 611 and Jeot 6l dev kal xpdg 1Ov Beov
undyer”), and the preparation of his disciples for their task 10 continue
his mission. As Jesus has completed his mission, with 1} Ope al hand, he
has to report” ta his sender concerning his completed mission®. When
Jesus reporty jo s Futher ke doey 22 in the form of the prayer found in
Chaprer [7:1-8. Here, very briclly, Jesus reflects on the past concerning
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whal g Ty gone and sccumplished (DY using MOstly the aunst and
perfect active indicative} in and through his divine mission. He clca:ly
states thin he has ‘gloritied’ the Father in fulfilling his mission” and
wanis also to be *glorified” by the Fatner.

The following is a discoursc analysis in order 10 determine the
textual context and locality of the Gree's words §of e and do€d{cur.

' On the grounds of the close relationshys hetween Jesus =nd his Father any repornt
seems redundant, Hut because the Father is it him and ke in the Father (v 20), and
even with the crucifixion sull te ceme, Jesus can dejiver this repon
* This idea that Jesus has completed the work the Father has given him, is an idea
found ugain and again in 1he Fourth Gospel (4:24, §:36; 14.31, 174, ¢f. 19:30). The
same linguistic phrase “td Epyov. [va aoifow™ 15 alse fourd in §; 36

" Apart from the statement in 13:31F (6 Deiig £do¢do0y) £v xotw) there 15 no pre-
vious reference in the Feurth Gospel 10 the effect that Jescs has “glonfied' the
Father by hes work on earth [t is on this relerence in 13:311 that the petition that the
Father may mow glonfy the Son depends. This Bofd (e v is, however, implicit when.
ever Jesus refers to himself as ‘doing the wicl af the one who sent him'
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4.1 Discourse analysis of John 17:1.5

mtsnpoﬂbykuscanbcdwmdmtomoscmom verses 1-5 and verses 6-8. The

following is a discourse analysis of verses |-5*,

I '™ gt éd&Anoey Inovig.
i | 2 xal éndpag ol apladunic attab elg tov olpavov
3 cinev,
— 3| llétep, édgdidev f wpow
o N M{uoov oot tdv ulov,
tve & viag Bofdan of,

_[ 1.3 *xaBi $8wkag riry eéovalav mkom orprog,

14 ’cotq B¢ oty 1 qigbvies el
va vivaaxwo Ly ok tdy pdvov ainbuvdy Bedv

xl By dxéoterdas ' [noouy Xprotdv.

| 3.8 by oe idGigan Bl TG YRS,
—1_ 20 dpyor redeiioas o SEdurdg por ive nojow
3.6 *xal viv d¢Eody g ol, réTep,

rapk ocavtg 1 J6En 1 elyov

fva xav & Sébwkag vt Mooy altoi Juiy gigivigy

xpd 1oL 1Y Kdopov elver rapk oof.

These verses form a scparate unit within Chapter |7 by reason of the
theme of glorification al its centre and its chiastic structure (Waldstcin
1990:320). The verb occurs 4 times (all 1n the aonst) and the noun only
once to emphasize lhe achievemen| of glonfication in thc soteriological

mvinmbn Mhic caimasivicii s _dina affaban i adl i _ B2y v 2L T laZ 0 I_ ! La
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CVETLS. LTI TCPEIIUYE TEATLIE UF 1T YEID IDUCULELV ] EIVED Innias Insnsm
into the overall picture of this discourse (Robbins 1996:R). From this
analysis the following chiastic pattern (cf Malatesta 1971:1951) is deri-
ved, which indicates how the glory motif is interwoven in these verses.

¥ The omission of & discourse anslysis of vv 6-8 48 due 10 1he absence of bodlew in
these verses, and because (hey can he regarded as an appendix 1o verses 1.5, The
discourse analysis of 17:1-5 bas been done according to the principles developed by
members of the New Testament Sociely of South Africa, based on the proneering
work of 1 P Louw since the late saxties.

230 THE GLORY-MOTIF IN JOHN 17:1.5

A 868aodv gou thy by
B 0 vidg doédon of

C 1) aiwwviog (wh

B eyw oc eddfaon

A" ddfaodv pe ou —

e

4.2  The interpretation of this chiastic pattern

This chiastic pattern helps to interpret 5ofaleiv from two different pers.
pectives: the one where the Son is glorified (A-A”"), the other the glorifi-
catton of the Father (B-B'). This pattern indicates that the dofd{ewv
theme revolves around the 1 aiciviog {wf) theme. Thus the glonfication
of the Father and of the Son has 1o be interpreted from the perspective of
N aidviog {wf), which means that this perspective constitutes the main
theological setting’ from which Sofd{civ is to be interpreted.

We will now look a1 the theological content and context that
influenced the Fourth Evangehist in order to ascertain the theological
perspectives, which will in the end influence the proposed interpretation
and translation of the words &86fa and Sofalewv.
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¥ *Setting’ refers 10 the theological environment from which a word or concept is 1o
be interpreted, due to the influence the theological environment will have on the
understanding and interpretation of that particular word or conceplt.
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5 THE THEOLOGICAL CONTENT AND CONTEXT OF
AOZAZEIN

5.1 A diagrammatic analysis of the theological content of the
glorification in 17:1-8:

A-A’ viv dbLaady pe ai Ly | The *glorification’ of the Son

__L—-_ Eul:auon [
f Gpa

Earthly Heavenly l

Crucifixion {vv 1.2) Honowr (v §)

B-B’ iy oe eddfaoa £x1 THC YA -_l The ‘glorification’ of the Father

| | 10 Epyov te).eudoac ‘ |

disan airofe B dédwrag pot (ve xovrow 'Edavépuwod
(wiv giaviav oou 10 dvopa
Salvivic fvv 2-3) Revelatory (vy 4.6-8)

The following is a brief interpretation of the theological analysis of
*glonfication’, which will later be venfied.

A-A" of the chiasm concerns the 8aédlewv of the Son which, in
verse |, centres around s theological goal, “iva ¢ vidg dofaayn of”.
Here the ‘glonfication” of the Son pertains his exaltation on the cross
(and corresponds with 7:30; 8:20, 12:23), which refers to the beginning
of his return to his Father. This *glorification’ of the Son s instrumental
to the ‘glorification’ of the Father: In this sinking salvation act the wden-
tities of both the Father and the Son are revealed. However, in verse §
the 8ofalewv of Jesus corresponds with that of the Father, because it
relates 10 Jesus' pre-temporal existence with the Father in the world
above (cf 17:24). Here Jesus' ‘glorification’ 15 more closely defined by
the noun 66£¢'° in the same verse (v 5).

B-B" of the chiasm concerns the &ofdleww of the Father (vv 1,4)".
On the one hand, through Jesus’ death on the cross (v 1; cf also 12:23-

* The content of this 86€a is to be interpreted and determined as the comtrast of
Jesus' life i the ‘world below', for this 865a concerns Jesus® existence in the
‘world above'.

"' In the Fourth Gospel the Father s seen as bringing ghory to himself (12:28; 17:5)
or 1o the Son (8:54; 12:06, 13:32; 17:1,5,10,22,24). He glorifies himself through the
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24,27-28, 13:31,32), which 1s the consummation of the ratification of 1
aiwviog {wr, he glorifies the Father (vv 1,2). But, on the orther hand, in
verse 4 the Father is glorified by the work Jesus completed (16 Epyov
teAerwoag)"” during his ministry, which is spelled out in more detail in
verses 6-8. This d6Ea relates 10 the revelation of the Father and his Son
through the works, words and person of Jesus Chnist, which culminate in
the death of Jesus,

Apart from the pnimary theological setting, constituted by 7
auwviog (wr, there are also two other theological settings (sec previous
paragraphs) 10 be considered in the understanding and interpretation of
sofdleww which are closely interwoven with the primary setting 1
aiwviog (wi: that of éArjiuBev i Gpa' and of 16 épyov rederdoag
as deducted from the diagram. With the inclusio of the {whv aidviov
theme, a close relationship 1s laid between the 86a mouf and that of
Jesus' mission' to reveal the Father and accomplish salvation. This links
the Gpa and Epyov tederdoag themes with the {whv aiwviov theme.

Although the glory of the Father and that of the Son have heen
split in the diagrammatical analysis in relation to the chiasm, they will
be discussed simultancously since the “glorification’ of the Father and of
the Son cannot be separated. The glonfication of the one closely relates
10 the glorification of the other, and the glory of one constitutes the glory
of the other.

52  The theological context of the glorification in John 17:1-8:

Scholars (Brown 1971:503; Painter 1975:50; Schnackenburg 1975:503,
Aalen 1976:45M, Kitel 1978:24711, Cook 1984:292) agree that the
Fourth Evangelist draws on the Old Testament idea of God's 723. In the

lsfe, death and exaliation of Jesus, for in the incamate Son of God we have the most
concentrated revelation of God. Likewise be glorifies the Son by helping him o
complete his mission (Lindars 1981:518), and by restoring hum 1o the posion of
honowr and majesty that he occupied defore the incamation. According to Cook
(1984-294) the glory of the Father and the Son are so closely related in the Fourth
Gospel “that it scems that the glory of the one equals the glory of the other (11:4;
16:14,15)".

" According 10 the Fourth Gospel ot is clear that Jesus® task on earth was 1o reveal
and to redeem In Jesus' report (17:1-8) we find explicit references 1o redempiion
(vv 2,3) and revelation (vv 6-8), as well as implicit references to both in all these
YErses

"' The gift of (whv aikiviov (vv 1-3) focuses on the effect of 7 Gpa, while o
Epyov tedcidoag (v 4) focuses on the theological goal, the completion of Jesus'
mussion and the pre-existent glory of the Son (¢f. Waldsiein 1990:121)

“In the continuation of Jesus' mission 1o the world the disciples of Jesus will not
only contribute (0 the fact that people come 10 believe 1hat Jesus 15 the Christ, the
Son of God (20:31), but in this process they will also glorify God (see section 6.3).
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LXX, 80&a is used 1o translate 71123 and Sofalewv to translate 7123 This
Hebrew term refers to that which is “weighty' or ‘impressive’.
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Brown (1971:503) made a worthy contribution by mgh-hghting
two important elements from the Old Testament in the under-standing of
God’s glory: ‘it is a wisible manifestation of His majesty in acrs of
power. God manifests himseif to men by sinking actions (cf. Ex 16:7-10;
24:17)". When the word ‘glory” 1s used with reference to God, it refers 1o
the impact made on man by the self-mamifestation of God (Cook
1984:292)"". We can conclude that the d6€a, whether used to refer to
Jesus or to the Father, rclates to ‘revelation’, i.e. a revelation of their
identities through the striking acts of salvation which culminated in the
crucifixion.

The LXX then becomes the significant background 1o the theolo-
gical influence on the Fourth Evangelist’s use of 86fa to refer to the
‘honour’ and ‘glory’ that come to God through the mamifestation of his
character (Cook 1984.:292), The LXX (via Brown 1975 and Cook 1984)
thus provides us with a scheme o closer delermine the meanings of d6fa
and Sofalewv in Chapter 17. When this scheme is applied to vw 1-8, 1t
sounds as follows:

9" e —

O Testament Sdgww

Vishle Sirikmg #cts
minifeszazian

REVELATION SALVATION

New Tesrament

Love of Gud a— Jesus dench
Messiahship!
Som of God =

(Reveltiony'Salvalion) (Salvanon/Reveianon)

v

This Old Testament scheme closely relates 10 the theological construc-
tion of the ‘glorification” of the Father and of the Son in the previous

" Aalen (1976:48) disagrees with Cook and Brown. According 1o him *...glory is 1o
be understood as a revelation of God, or as the intervention of his power in history
(114, 2000, 11:4, 12:41), while in the opinion of Cook { 1984) and Brown (1975) 1he
acts of power are instrumental in the visible manifestation of God.

234 THE GLORY-MOTIF IN JOHN 17:1.5

diagram, where the components of both revelation and salvation appear,
Although this scheme has its limits, 1t does provide a platform which,
with some change, can be used in respect of Chapter 17. The Old Testa-
ment order of this scheme 15 also 1o be reversed here in the New Testa-
ment, In the Fourth Gospel, revelations about Jesus and God come first
(see v 6 and v 8), and salvaton follows when revelations are accepted
The contrary 1s also truc in the Johannine perspective when Jesus brings
about salvation on the cross and the love and justice of God and the Mes-
sishship and Sonship of Jesus are revealed (v 1).

The above discussion then implies that the two components that
ectahlich the vlorv of CGoad in the Dld Tecament | o the ankine act of
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salvation, which lcads 1o his revelation, relates to and helps to constitute
the meaning of ‘glonfication’ in John 17:1-5. Where the lexicons (lin-
guistic and theological) help 10 determine the possible semantic fields of
interpretation, the textual context indicates that the “glonfication” of the
Father and of the Son are closely related and mutually constitute one
another, while the theological context helps 1o indicate the *glonfication’
as relating to God's soteriologicchnistological acts of salvation and
revelation. With this analysis we have constructed the basic semantic
contours in which these terms are 10 be interpreted. A merging of the
textual and theological contexts will help to determine the contextual
meanings of 86§a and Soufdlev more accurately (¢f Vanhoozer 199%:
29f). Hence, we will examine the specific statements about the *glonifi-
cation” of the Father and of the Son in relation 1o their theological ser-

tings.
6 THE MERGING OF THE TEXTUAL AND THEOLOGICAL
CONTEXTS

6.1 (wiv aldviov constitutes the main theological setting for
interpreting 8ofafewv

Jesus” petition for his own and the Father's glorification (v 1), and the
reference to his contribution in giving life to men cannot be separated
from onc another (¢f Waldstein 1990:321)". This is evident in the ana-

'* The theme of Chapter 17 is “the continuation of the mission of Jesus by his disci-
ples’, and pot “the achievement of Jesus' aim’, as Schaackenburg (1975:193) mamn-
taims with regard to verse 2. In fact, these two themes should not be viewed as con-
trary 10 onc another when conssdering the main theme of Chapter 17, but should
rather be scen as complementary; as the continuation of Jesus® mission 10 give eler-
nal hife 1o all those elecied by the Father (zav & dédwxag abtw -« v 2). According
10 Hrown (1972:7511 the giving of eternal life 1s intimately related 10 the work that
Jesus was downg in his earthly minsstry (v 4), and brings that work to completion, for
Jesus® works were signs of his power 1o give clernal hife. Bultmann (1941:376)
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lysis of the chiastic pattern of verses 1.5 and the use of the particle of
companson, keBig, in verse 2.

Point C of the chiasm concerns the asm of the glonification of
Jesus and that of the Father, that is to give {whv aiwviov: iva
yIvHoKkwory o tdv pévov ainbivov Oedov kel dv andotcidag
"Inootv Xprotév (v 20", The result of the gift of § aidviog {wr) was
the glorification of the Father and of the Son. For the Son the giving of
{wnv aidviov was instrumental in the ‘glorification” of the Father (v 1),
while the giving of {wiv aidviov was also an act through which the
Son was ‘glorified”.

Verse 2 provides some msight into the nature of the continuing
glorification of the Father by the Son. According to Schnackenburg
(1975:193; cf also Carson 1991:554) the linguistic construction of the
xaB@g-clause with the iva-clause in the same verse (also found in
13:34; ¢f 13:15) can be best understood as a repetstion and a clanification
of the first iva-clause (v Ib), with an intervening causal clause (xaBixg
- *in accordance with the fact that')'". Thus verse 2 establishes the basis
for the petition of verse 1b, and does so by establishing an analogical

2018/10/09, 21:14
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pattern (Carson 1991:554, also Barrett 1978:502).

There are also, according 1o Carson (1991:554), important hori-
zontal parallels that can be ohserved Verse 2a refers to God's pre-tem.
poral decision 1o give'” his Son authority™ over all people by virtue of

plirases he idea well when be says, ‘Hls work does not come 10 an end with his
carthly life byt in a real sense only bepins with the end of that life'.

'" Some scholars {Schnackenburg 1975:195) regard verse 3 as complementary 1o
{whv aidviov and undoubtedly cdional (ef Schaackenburg for points o support
thes pount of view). Barretr (1978:503) views this verse as parenthetical but rejects
Schnackenburg's point of view of 'a gloss' Regardless af whether it is parenthetical
or a gloss, the fact remains that this lext is very smpoctant to understanding the
theme of “hfe” i the Fourth Gospel. The wrier sgrees with Barrett's statement
(197%.503) 1hat the Fourth Evangelist felt the necessity of a definition of cternal life
and thercfore incorporated it ino the prayer,

" Linguistically the second iva-clause is, according 1o Barrett (1978:502), parily
purpesive (... gave him authorsty. .on order that he might give '), partly explanatory
(*..give him authority 10 give.."). The alternative is that (va may depend on
SdLwadv (v 1) 'Glorify him. that he may give' .. While Barrett thinks that the
alternative passsbility scems remoale and less probable, Brown s of the opinion that
the altermatives can be combined. According to Brown (1972:741) at 1s 'better 10
recognize that the inlerpretations are not exclusive, and that 10 some extent the hina
clause claborates both antecedents, The granting of etcmal life s the goal of the
power over all men thal has been granted 1o the Son ..; yet the granting of cternal
hfe also constitutes the purpose for which the Son asks 10 be gloeified”.

™ The repeated use of 88wt in Chapter |7 should not be overlooked (sec vv
4,6,789,11,12,14, 22.24), This popular verb s found 76 times in the Fourth Gospel
(Mt 56, Mk 39, Lk 60), of whick |7 inslances occur wn Chapter 17 The Fourth

236 * THE GLORY-MOTIF IN JOHN 17:1.5

the Son's prospective obedient humiliation, death, resurrection and
exaltation™ in order that (Iva) the Son might give eternal life to those
the Father has given him (Schnackenburg 1975:1931). It s nothing less
than the redemptive plan of God, for the sccond pan of verse 2 makes
the purpose of this grant clear (Carson 1991:555). When Jesus asks that
the Son might be glonfied in order that he might in turn glonfy the
Father (v 1b), it 1s congrucnt with the purposc clause in v 2.

6.2  éAjAvBev 1| dpa a second theological setting for interpreting
Sofdlewv in verse |

In understanding the cross as the occasion for the glorificanon of Jesus,
it is essential to understand the use of the Greek word Opa in verse |. At
the beginning of this report (v 1) by Jesus, the Agent, we read that the
goal of his mission is 1} Gpa of death and resurrection. Up 10 12:23 the
references 1o 1| @pa always denoted a future event (2:4; 4:21,23; 7:30;
8:20), but herc the parameters change when Jesus says: “... éAfAviev )
wpa va dofaoli 6 vios Tob dvlipuroy”. From now until the passion
n wpa 15 an immediate prospect (12:27; 13:1; 17:1). Also when Jesus
says: viv ¢bofaobn O wog Tob dvBpunov kal 0 Beos  (Bofdofn dv
autw? (13:31), he refers 10 his crucifixion as being imminent. The viw
refers 10 the *hour’ of Jesus' death. The Fourth Evangelist can use the
aorist tense because, with the deparure of Judas, all the actors in the
drama, especially Jesus, are committed 1o their courses of action, which
virtually make the crucifixion an accomplished fact.

https://verbumetecclesia.org.za/plugins/generic/pdfJsViewer/pdf....lesia.org.za%2Findex.php%2Fve%2Farticle%2FviewFile%2F1250%2F1758 Page 10 of 21



1758 2018/10/09, 21:14

Evangelist often uses the perfect temse "deneting the permanence of the gift” (Morris
1971:718). Thirteen tumes the Father 1s the subject, with the gift having been made
10 the Son. The vther four occassons refer 1o the giving of the Son 10 the disciples
The Father has given Jesus his prigata (v &), s dvdpatf (vv 11 and 12), his 86¢a
(vv 20 and 22) and his disciples {vv 2,6, 9.22) As the one who received everything
from the Father, Jesus represents the Father

® gkovaiav (v 2) is the same noun that has been translated as “the nght’ i 112, In
both cases it is used in a soteriological sensc. This docs not refer to Jesus® authority
which he inherently cajoys through bemg the Son. This should make the Father's gifi
of authority 1o his Son equivalent 1o the fact that the Father is the fons divimitans of
the Son (Carsom 1991:555; Schnackenburg 1975:1931). The Son's receiving of
authority also does not proleptically refer 10 the gift of awthoriy granted by the
Father and consequently to the Son's obedience unto death as Schnackemburg
(1975:1931, also Waldstein 1990:321) suggests. According to Newman & Nida
(19%0:526) this is most likely the giving of amhonty 1o the Son as a prerogative of
his canthly ministry.

! The thealogical conmection between resurrection and exaMation is not infrequent
in the New Testament (c.g Acts 2.32f, Rom §:34; Eph 1:20; 2:6, Col 3:); | Pet
1:21). Juha goes further, and theologically nes together the crucifixion, the resur-
rection and the exaltation.
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The Gpa of Christ 1s also seen by the Fourth Evangelist as the
supreme and unavoidable will of God. This Gpa 1s the summit of the hife
of Christ, the most smportant accomplishment of Christ (Ramm 1963:
43). It was a divine imperatsve of the highest order. Jesus had o die
(Bei--3:14; 12:34) but at the time destined by God. [n John 7:6, when his
brothers request him to go 1o Jerusalem, Jesus tells them that thewr time
is always here. His xaipos had been fixed by the will of the Father, and
thercfore would not come into existence until the time arrived that had
been set by the Father (Ramm 1963:44). A study of Gpa (and also
kaLpas in 7:6) indicates that the life of Christ was completely determined
and defined by the will of the Father. Nobody could arrest him before his
hour. His life moved along its course according 10 1y @pa of the Father.

Thissing (1970:99), who studied the dpe theme in the Fourth
Gospel, observes that the employment of the two concepts Gpa and
xaipos sets the entire earthly work of Jesus m relation to the event of his
glorification. Through this dreadful Gpa the Son of God is glonficd”.
From there f) Ope for the return 10 the Father has to progress through the
cross (13:1) (Ramm 1963:410). This cratical event was decisive for the
salvation of mankind. because in 1his sotetivlogical event the people
would become aware of the true wdentity of Jesus (the Chnist, the Son of
God - 20:31), and, through this Chnstological event, also of the truc
identity of God (oiTuws yhp Aydnnoer & Beds TOV koopow, (oTE THw
wov oy povo-yern Cowwey --3:16), Thus the salvanon phenomenon
constitules the revelation phenomenun as pointed out in the diagramme
where the Johannine scheme of glary 1s compared and indicated to relate
to that of the Old Testament. The cross is therefore not a revelation of
glory as the wansliguration was. bul the occasion for glorification
(Ramm 1963:41). Thus € ArjAvBer T Gpe constitutes the situation for the
‘glonfication’ of the Father and Saon.

6.3  The dofd(ew of the Son and the Father through the cross

6.3.1 The Son’s glorification
In John 17:1 Jesus asks the Father to gionify his Son® (86€acov oov Tov
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wov). But the Fourth Evangelist introduces the verb &;Ea"(ew alrcady in

7 passages that refer 10 Jesus® hour are characienzed by the same ambivalence as
those referring 1o the “lifung up® The haur of death (7:30, 8:20) is also the hour of
Blonﬁcnlon(”;l; cf 131 3with ¥iv).

Throughout his ministry Jesus possessed and mamfesied glory. In 114 1018 stated
that the Fourth Evangelist and others have seen Jesus® glory Al Cana Jesus revealed
his ghory 1o s dusciples (2:11; ¢l alsa 11:4,40; 12:28). His glory during his ministry
was seen tn his pecformance of signs. The cross was the ultimate sign in which hus
life-giving power was demonstraled. Ln the ‘hour', the signs performed by Jesus

238 THE GLORY -MOTIF IN JOHN 17:1-5

7:39, where he refers to the cross in terms of glory for the first time.
Here it 1s clear that Jesus sees the cross and glory as one. This view is
further developed by the Fourth Evangelist when he uses the verb inéew™
(*lifted up’). In the Fourth Gospel this verb, which occurs in 3:14; 8:28;
12:32,34, always involves the notion of being physically lified up on the
cross, with a suggestion of exaltation. The Fourth Evangelist was cer-
tanly influenced by the prophet Isaiah (Is 52:13 - 53:12, esp 52:13
LXX) (Kysar 1993:36f; ¢f also Carson 1991:201), who linked the
themes of ‘being hited up' and *being glonfied' in the context of the
suffering servant. Schnackenburg (1971:49E) states that the Fourth Evan-
gehst starts from the outward event where Jesus 1s ‘hifted up® (ihow)
from the earth onto the cross, and gives it a transferred theological
meaning.™ Carson (1991:201) explains it as a theological adaptation of
the literal (*to lift up') and the figurative (*10 enhance’) mcanings of the
verb.

In John 3:13 Jesus refers 10 hmself as the Son of Man who
descended from heaven, but who will ascend 10 it again. This retumn to
the glory, that he had with the Father before the world began (17:5), 1s
accomplished by ‘being lifted up® on the cross. In John 3:13 the Son of
Man is charactenized as the Revealer, the one who came down from
heaven, while in verse 14 he 1s the exalted sufferer. The statement in
John 3:14 expresses this return as the way in which it accomplished the
will of God. He is the one who planned this crucifixion and will accom-
phsh it (3:160. This is evident from the use of the passive (puwBfval)
and the verb beU, which 1s repeated in John 12:34. But Jesus also
repeatedly states that he came to accomplish the will of the One who
sent him, and in John 17:4 and 19:30 he refers to this will as having been
fulfilled (teA€row). Thus in verse |4 dow reflects Jesus® total obedien-
ce, also suggesied in the verb &ev. This obedience of Jesus has to be dis-
unguished from the obedience referred 10 in 17:4. in 17:1 his obedience

passed over 1o reality. Afer the crucifixion and exaltation his glorlication continues
through 1he granting of eternal Iifc to all who believe in Jesus through the work of
the Sparit (20:22) (el Brown 1972:751).

* The Fourth Evangelist knows that Jesus must be crucified (Bei 314, 12:34), but
wants 10 play down the oxdvdalov of the cross. [n order to accomplish this he
avosds references 1o the ‘suffering’ (the word xdoyeirv uccurs nowhere in the
Founth Gospel) and desenbes this evemt an Jesus' experience as ‘glorificanon’
(1300 17:0; ef 7:39; 12:16). In support of this wdea he pictures Jesus” crucifixion
#s an experience of heing lifled up from the earth (3:14; B:28; 12:32.34). ‘“The “glo-
rification” of Jesus in the Passion was the Divine acceptance of His Sacrifice by the
Father, the sealing of His Mission as complele’ {Bernard 1963 560).

2018/10/09, 21:14
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“ This concept, which has 115 roots and ramifications 10 Johannine theology as a
whole, has already heen thoroughly examined by Thising (1970), Cf also Moloney
(1976) 'The Johannine Son of Man'

ISSN 1609-9982 = VERBUM ET ECCLESIA JRG 23 ¢1) 2002 239

10 the Father's will is the means in itself (see section 6.2), while in verse
4 it constitutes the way to attain his glorification, even though the cross
is anticipated here. From these two verses it comes to light that it is in
the matrix of suffening and exaltation that God most clearly reveals him-
self in the person of his Son (Carson 1991:201).

The double force of the verb ixyéu 15 maintained in 8:28. The
Fourth Evangelist tries to imdicate that another function of the cross is 1o
reveal who Jesus 1s. The statement here concems the realization of
Christ's identity. The verb (yvuxreofe) and the €yu eip-saying confirm
this. Jesus' ‘glory' will be most fully revealed when he is lified up.
When he is *lifted up" on the ¢ross, he is being lifted up to his Father's
presence. It 1s this event that establishes Jesus' claim most forcefully:
TOTC ywisoeahe 7L €yw eipt. The éyd eipn refers to the revelation of
Jesus' divine dignity (as the Chnst, the Son of God -- 20:31). Here the
Son identifies himself with the Father in divine terms. Verse 8:29 quali-
fies £y €ipr. Jesus can say £y €ipy because & népdag ue pet’ epod
gotiv. This refers to the unity between Father and Son. Jesus® profound
sense of the Father's presence s the direct conseguence of his perfect
self-conscious submission to the will of his Father (Carson 1991:345).

In 12:34 1he Fourth Evangelist combines the two statements made
in 314 (Ogebnran del) and 3:28 (yrwoeode 80 dyw eip) by way of
lettng the crowd ask a double questson concerning the Son of Man.

The Son of Man title (=& vidr Tob drBpwmov) is clearly linked
with Jesus™ exaltation. In theee of ihe four eats (3:14; B:2K; 12:34) Jesus
states that swdirae (bel} —av uidw 1ot avipwnou, But according 1o
12:34, the crowd docs not understand Jesus' reterence to himself as the
Son of Man in 12:23 as a messianic claim. This lack of understanding
reflects the high frequency of misunderstanding and lack of understan.
ding of Jesus' disciples, the crowds and the Jews about Jesus' teaching
concerning himself". This is the reason for their two questions in verse
34, because not everyore in Palestine could have made a confident con-
nection between ‘Son of Man® and *Messiah'. According to 3:28 will
they know that Jesus 1s the Messiah when he is exalted. This will draw
all men to Christ (12:32).

From these four texts it is clear that the verb (bow is used by the
Fourth Evangelist to link Jesus' death with his glorification. It is used to

26 Misunderstandings on 1be part of the disciples are evident in 4:31-33; 11:1115
and on the pant of other people in 2:19-21 {Jews); 3:3.9 (Nicodemus), 4:10-15
(Samaritan woman), 6:32.35 (crowd);, 6 51-53 (Jews), B:21-27 (Jews), %:32-33
(Jews), 8:56-58 (Jews), 9:39-40 (Phansees); 11:23-25 (Manha), 12:32-34 (crowd).
Lack of understanding in the case ol 1he disciples may be observed in 4:34; 6:6-
TA9.60-61; 9.2, b1:14,16; 12:1-8,16 (12:20-26 by umplication, cf. 10:6), and in the
case of the Jews S:17-18; 6:40-43 51-52; 7:33-36; 7:21-22, 8:18-19,24-27, 10:30-3),

240 THE GLORY-MOTIF IN JOHN 17:1-5
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refer 10 Jesus' exaltation on the cross and so reflect his glorification
through: (1) Jesus' obedience to the Father's will (reflected in the verb
dei - 3:14; 12:34); (2) the revelation of Jesus' identity”” (reflected in the
€yw eipi- 8:28), and (3) the attraction of people ‘to him', which means
‘to salvation’ (12:32). Thercfore, in the light of the above discussion
concerming Jesus' glonification in v |, 86§aodv can be substituted by
the verb tiw, used in a pregnant sense, which can then be translated as
‘exalt your Son on the cross’ (as a siriking act of salvation) (cf Groene
wald 1980:344) in order to recall the above three statements made in
connection with Do,

6.3.2 The Father's glorification

The peution presented by Jesus in v 1, “86aodv ooy tov vidv”, con
tains as its prime motivation: “Iva o vid¢ dofdon 0€™. This petition
makes it clear that the Son's glonfication here 1s also the glorification of
the Father: the onc does not exist without the other (¢f 14:9-11). This
‘glorification” of the Father can only be realized when the Son 1s ‘glon
fied' (iva with aorist subjunctive do€don), which 1s accomplished 6rav
woonTe TOV wov Tol davBpumov (X:28; cf also 3:14; 12:32.34) This
critical event was decisive for the salvation of mankind, because it
revealed to the people who Jesus really is (ToTe ywioeofe 0T €y ¢l
- 8:28) and, through this Christological event, who God is. Thus the
salvation phenomenon constitutes the revelation phenomenon. God has
now revealed his identity clearly by what he achieved on the cross,
namely the exaltation of his Son.

The ‘“glorification” of the Father (v 1) is ¢cven better undersiood
from the perspective of 13:311: . viv €80fdofn 0 vies Tou difpumou
xai 6 Beds ébofdofn év avrd “lel 0 Beos €bofdadn ¢v aiTg) "
Caird (1969:2651F) has shown that the aonst passive “¢85ofdofin™ here
was the expected way to translate the Masoretic Text's usc of the niphal
of the verb 723 1n the LXX. It is used for the visible manifestation of the
majesty of God in acts of power. Here we can recall Isaiah 49:3, where
God addresses the Servant of the Lord: *You are my servant, Israel, in
whom | will display my splendour’. But Jesus transcends Isracl's role. In
his exaltation, Jesus 1s glonfied, 1e. God's splendour is displayed.
Therefore the phrase “iva 0 vidg dofdon of™ (v 1) can be translated as
‘that the Son may reveal your majesty / splendour or greatness .." (cf
17.6-8).

¥ The Fourth Evangelist probably regards the death of Jesus as above all a demon-
stration of his Messiahship (¢f 20:31). Thus, in the passion narrative, just as in the
first half of the Founth Gospel, the emphasis is predominantly Christological. The
Messiah brings salvation by his very presence; by belicving in Jesus as the Messiah
we receive salvation,
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64 10 Epyov tederdoag & third theological setting for interpre-
ting Sofdlev™ in verses 4-5

The sending of the Son in the Fourth Gospel is closely linked with the
glorification of the Father, The sent one ts commissioned: to bring glory
and honour to the sender (5:23; 7:18;, ¢f 13:31f; 17:1,4), to bec obedient

to the sender's will (4:34; 5:30,18; 6:380) and works {5:36, 9.4, 17:4),
and 1n ensal the condar'e warde F1 T 16 17400 14 10Kk 24Y  leane

2018/10/09, 21:14
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claims that his sender's glory is the foremost concemn of his mission (cf
11:4,40; 12:28; 13:3); 14:13; 17:1 4,5) (Kostenberger 1998:108).

The work to which Jesus refers in his report to the Father as com-
pleted, in verse 4, is the revelatory-salvific task he had 1o perform™. [n
verses 2 and 3 he refers to has salvific work or the cross (anticipated in
o Epyov teAerwonrg), and in verses 6-8 he reports on the revelatory
work successfully accomplished during his ministry™ (see also footnote
29).

In verses 6 and 8”' Jesus® 1ask of revelation is phrased in terms of
"Edevépwod®™ aov 10 Svopea (v 6) and T pripeca & Edwkdg por

- aladviog (wi is oot mentianeld in verses 6-8 but cerainly links with |7-1-5.
Verses 0-8 is an caplanation of D épyov televdoas in verse 4 and boor,
yivaaxworv and aidviog Jwiyin verse 3 as the disgramme indicates.

A doEady pow tav widy

B 0 widg dofaon

C 1 aicdviog Jwf)

B’ tyw oc tb6Enoa

A' dbLaoby pe ov

# According 10 Morris (1971:720) 1he phrase é9d o€ eddiaoa {v 4) ndicates 2
completed task which is fursher defined as 10 #pyov tederwoag & Séduxag pot
ive mowjow. Morris also asserled that the juxlapositon of the two pronouns gy
and 0€ points to the fact that the mission ol Jesus was solely to glorify God through
his work

* Thising (1970.100) is of opinion that § Gpa and 1 Epyov teAewdoag are
closely bound together. Accarding 1o hum the hour of glorification is the hour of the
completion of the wark. Verses 2f refer explicatly to the salvalory work of Jesus, but
imply revelation as the result of salvation, while wn verses 6.8 the revelatory work of
Jesus is emphasized and salvation is seen as the resull of the revelaton. Salvation
and revelation cannot be interpeeted separately for they are complementary to one
another. 11 is true that in 1é épyoy tedelwaas the pa is anticipated, bul it refers
more explicitly the Jesus' minisiey as spelied oul in verses 6-8.

" Verses 6-8 relates 1o the acceptance of the revelation brought by Jesus to the disci-
ples. Linguistically verse 3 & causal (S51<clause) 1o verse 7, but on the theological
level verses 6-8 contain two equal subdiyssions (vv 6,7 and v 8) which mould into a
theological parallelism,

We can say that these two subdivisions form a symmetric parallelism and mutually
cxpose one another. [n both subdivisions there is a theolagical development from the
point of revelation (vv 6,8) 10 the point of respanse by showing obedience (vv 6.8),

242 THE GLORY-MOTIF IN JOHN 17:1-5

6édwxka aitoig (v B). The verbs 'Edavépwod and dédwxa indicate
both the deed of revelation (by Jesus) and the content of revelation
(through Jesus). Jesus is the only one who really knows God. In John
I:18 it is said that the Son is at the Father's side. Thercfore Jesus said
that if we want to know God, we can achieve this only through him,
because he is the only way 1o God (14:6), who *has made him known’
(1:18). The importance of 'Edpavépwod oov 10 dvopa (v 6) and
Eyvuproa aitoig to dvoud oou (v 26) cannot be over-cmphasized. In
both cases it 1s stated that the Son has ‘revealed/'made known the Name
of the Father’. These two references are the only two places in the Fourth
Gospel where Jesus 1s explicitly reported to have revealed the name of
God 10 men (Brown [972:754). The revelation of the Father's name
becomes clearer when these two phrases are compared.

What does the Fourth Evangelist mean with this expression?” The
expressions in 17:11,12.26 indicate that the interpretation of the phrase
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and Nida (1980:530) the reference to “to dvopa™ of God 1s another way
of referring to God himself. According to Schnackenburg (1975:199;
Bernard 1963:564; Mormis 1975:723), “oou t0 dvopa™ refers 1o God's
being and nature, his holiness, justice and love (the disclosure of God
himself -- Bultmann 1941:381), which arc certainly expressed in the

to the implcanion of acceptance of this revelanon m faith (v 7 and v 8). Each
subdavision starts with a siaiement of revelation, followed by a respoase inwoduced
by a copulative particle xkal, 1o cnd in a confession of faith introduced by a dn
acle.

’ According to Lenski (196):1128f), “The sonst records the accomplished fact
while the verh $avipoiv s comprehensive, “make visible and clear,” ... somewhat
like <10 reveal™ by ali thar Jesus s, says, and does.” Barreit (1975.505) and Carson
(1991:558) agree with Lensky; the aornst " E@avépwod sums up the work of the
mimistry ol Jesus. According to Carson ot also includes the cross The verb
‘Edavipwod also occurs i 1:31, 2:11, 7:4 and 9:3 as a term of revelation in terms
of the manifestation of Jesus, s glory and the works of God,

Y Hrown (1972:7550) and Dodd (1980:417) seem to be on the wrong track when
they undersiand the phrase "Edavépwod oou 16 dvope as referming 1o ‘I AM'. The
wlea here 15 not that Jesus is thinking in terms of a specific name for God (Barreut
1978:505). The previous section on Jesus® agency has produced no indication of the
revelation of a specific name for God Scholars arc in & sense unanimous in their
oprmion that thas revelatory formula concerns only the revelation of God Bultmann
(1941:381; ¢f Lensks 1961:1129) interprets the communication of the divine name as
the disclosure of God himsell, which 18 the disclosure of the @Aqflera. Lindars
(19%1:521) correcily speaks of the “characier of the Father® Bulimann's reference Lo
parallel references of "Edavépwod in 2:11; 74 and 93 and yvwpi{civ in 15:15,
17:26 supports the imterpretation of Lindars that it refers to the ‘character of the
Father'. According to Barrett (1978:505), Jesus' manifestation of God's name 15 his
declaration of the invisable God (1.18).
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address 1o the Father and the atiributes ¢connected with the name. Sanders
& Mastin (1975:369) and Carson (1991:558) are of the opinion that it
refers 10 the character and identity of God which were proclaimed
throughout the ministry of Jesus and which included even the cross. This
description of God's character and identity was given 1o Jesus by God
himself (v 8, also 12:50). Therefore ogov 10 dvopa (v 6) is nothing other
than t& pripeta (v B), which God gave to Jesus; both refer 1o the
revelation that comes through fesus (Newman & Nida 1980:531).

6.5  The 8ofdaleww of the Father and the Son in the completion of
Jesus' mission

6.5.1 The Father's glorification

Jesus, in reviewing his carthly mission, declares that he has accom-
plished the task the Father assigned to him (v 4), and through this has
glorified ( éb6faoa) the Father, He glorifies the Father by always
obeying 1is will, Chnist's entire life revolves around doing the works of
God 10 the glory of God. Christ says thul his food 15 10 do the will of the
Father who sent him and to accomplish his work (4:34); that his works
arc the works of God manifest in him (9:3); that the works he does prove
his special vnity and union with the Father (10:38); that the Father
within him does his works (14: 10); and that at the end of his life he has
completed and fulfilled the wark of the Father referred to in 17:4 as “td
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Epyov telewdoas” (cf also 19:30), but spelled out in 17:6-8 as the
revelation of the Father's identity (sce section 6.4).

We see the canhly activity of Jesus is aimed at revealing the
character of the Father, to make kaown his divine glory (Lindars
1981:521). Jesus himsell is the revelation and the glory of God, the
visible manifestation of the invisible God, the only way to the Father
His incamation, his teaching, his miracle-working, his encounters with
people, yes his entire life, are placed within the all-embracing context of
revelation. Through all this he brings o mankind the distant and totally
other God. In the context of dofa, Christ is the dwelling place of God
among men (Jn 1:14), the image of God (12:45; 14.9) (cf Schnackenburg
1971:511).

It can be stated confidently that the phrase 10 Eépyov tederong
clearly relates to verses 6-8, which reflect the essence of Jesus' ministry
of revelation ('Edavépuwod and 0édwka) This would mecan that
Bofalewv in verse 4 can be taken as ceferning 10 Jesus' obedient revela-
tion of the Father's identity (oov 6 dvope [v 6] and t& priyata &
Ebwxdg por [v 8]). Therefore, in a dynamic-equivalent translation,
€yw oc €bofaoa (v 4) can be translated as '] have perfectly (qualified
by tei€wdonag) revealed your identity and greawness' (see vv 7-8)

244 THE GLORY-MOTIF IN JOHN 17:1-5

Because of the close relationship between the ‘glorification” of the
Father and that of the Son is the identification of the Father's identity
here an allusion of the Son's glonfication.

6.5.2 The Son's glorification

According to these texts it seems clear that the work of the Father is also
that of the Son; the Son glonfics the Father through his complete obe-
dience to Him, while the Father glorifies the Son in recogmition of his
obedience, Throughout the Fourth Gospel Jesus® claims and behaviour
are the fruit of obedience 1o the Father {cf 3:34; S:191T; 8:38, 17:%,14),
By always saying and doing only what the Father instructs lum to say
and do, he honours the Father (Carson 1991:355). But in verses 4 and §
it becomes clear why Jesus should be glorified in the light of what he
has already done -- he has completed the task assigned to him by the
Father (Brown 1972:751). Here 1o épyov teAewdoag (v 4) also consti-
tutes the setung from which his glorification has (0 be interpreted
Where 1o épyov telerdoag of the Son 1s the means to glorify the
Father, constitutes it the way 1o attain his glonfication,

Here a new perspective is added to the d6a motif. The second
part of verses |-5 does not interpret Jesus' hour as does the first part,
namely in terms of its effectiveness in giving life, but in terms of its
goal: Jesus' pre-existent glory (¢f Ramm 1963:31). Here 8afaocov 1s
closer determined by ) 86€n n the same verse by the reflexive pronoun
oeautw. The glory referred to in v 5 is neither the glory manifested in
the earthly life of Chnst (1:14), nor the glory given by virtue of Jesus'
passion (Phil 2:9-11), but a unigue pre-creation, pre-temporal glory™
This glory Jesus implores the Father 10 allow him to establish s s
original glory with him. This is emphasized by the use of the preposition
npd (before) in verses § and 24, This glory forms part of the divine
redemption, which 1s a cooperative work of the Father and Son (Ramm
1963311
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v —AiiMugh kal viv (v §) coresponds with | @pa (v 1)
(Schnackenburg 1975:197) it announces a new relationship between
persons (Laurentin 1964:195). The decisive wuming point indicated by

™ In order 10 interpeet the pre-existent 36&a, Waldsiein (1990:3221) uses the wrong
text in Chapier 17 He is of the opinion that the oneness motif in Chapter 17 refers 1o
the ontological unity that exists between the Father and the Som, From the perspec-
tve of this onemess he tries to explain the preexisient 86fa. The oneness motf i
Chapter |7 refers ruther to the functional umity between the Father and the Som

Barrett (197K.429) refers 10 this glory &5 * the glory of Christ within the Godhead,
his glory as God® Bernard (1963:563) agrees with Harrett! *The glory of the Eternal
Word 15 distinguished from the glory of the Incamate Word .. the spheres of life are
different |1.e the first is in the Godhead, the second, on earth|'
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these two temporal signs (xal vOv"*) shows that the moment of departure
has amived (see v 11 and v 13 viiv B¢ ntpdg of Epyopa; cf. also 20:17)
(Schnackenburg 1975:197).

Furthermore, the noun =dzep (v 5) emphasizes the intimate rela-
tionship between Jesus and the Father (cf Groenewald 1980:346), and
gives an indication of how this heavenly d6€a should be interpreted. In
this text (v 5) the emphasis s on the glorious state that Christ will
regain, the glory that belongs to him (1:14b) and which he previously
expenenced (see 6.62), thus quite a different type of interpretation must
be employed (cf Newman and Nida 1980:529), The 86Ea in verse 5§
refers 1o the heavenly glory of Christ (Barrett 1978:504). By using the
phrascs mapd oeavtd and nepi ool {v 5) Jesus indicates thiat he wants
to return to the position he enjoyed before the incamnation, that the eter-
nal glory that he enjoyed hetore the incamation (cf 1:1) may be resumed
in fellowship with the Father (Bernard 1963:563; Brown 1972:742). This
majestic ‘glonfication” of Christ reveals his person, and clucidates his
ability to bring salvation on the cross and explains why his example can
be imitated.

He is ‘the only Son' whae occupies the place of intimacy and
honour next 10 the Father (L.1K}. Jesus repcatedly affirms that he has
descended from God, from heaven Lo earth (3:13.31; 6:33,38.46, 18.:37),
he 15 from above, he is not from the earth (8:23); he has come from the
Father and has aerived in the world (16:27f); and he now lcaves this
world and returns to his Father ic heaven (13:1; 16:5,10; 16:28). Proba-
bly the most compelling evidence m the Fourth Gospel is found i the
passages where he applies the divine name *| AM’ 10 himself (6:20;
8:24 28 58; 13:14). The most dramatic instance is this statement to the

* Scholars interpret (xal) vov dilferently. Barrett and Newman and Nida interpret it
&5 having & theological meanirg The phrase xal viv {v 5) 15 used by the Fourth
Evangelist 1o strengthen the reguest of Jesus made in verse | (Newman & Nida
1980;5281). The Fourth Evangelist also uses the viry (v 5), the aonst imperative and
the juxtaposed pronouns 0 boing oul & contrast in verse 5: °In hus obedient ministry
Jesus has glorified the Father, now, 1 response 10 the death which sets the seal upon
his obedience and his mimstry, Lel the Father glorify him' {Barrett 1978504, cf
Newman and Nida 1980:529). Schnackenburg and Bernard give it a temparal
meamng. Barrett's interpectation, in which Jesus' glonfication s presented as a
reward for his obedience, 15 unacceptable. Jesus did not deserve or earn the heavenly
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glory be 1s asking for, insteac ol 15 part of his nature, he always possessed it (Sanders
1975:369). Laurenun (1964°425 guoled by Brawn) points oul that xal ¥iv can intro-
duce s more decssive repetstion of a request already made. Brown 13 of the apinion
that this seems 10 be the function in the present comext if verse | and verse S are
compared. This is acceptable only if the content of the glocification is not consi-
dered

246 THE GLORY-MOTIF IN JOHN 17:1.5

Jews: “dpfv duiv Adyw Dpiv, npiv TABpaap yewlobar  éyw eipd”
(8:58).

In conclusion we can state that the meaning of 86€acov as it is
used in verse 5 is closely determined by 86Ea in the same verse. This
86Ea relates 10 that in verse 24 and concems the status (majeslxlhooout)
Jesus enjoyed with the Father before creation. Therefore, “'xai viv
bofagov pe ou, TaTep, napd oeavry TH 56En" can be translated as
*And now, Father, honour me/clothe me in your presence with the same
majesty / greatness” (that | possessed before the carth was created)

7 CONCLUSION AND PROPOSED TRANSLATION

From the above analysis 1t is clear that dofd(ewv cannot express the
whole meaning of glory. In cach text where 5ofd{ewv is used a specific
semantic meaning i$ in focus and 1s more important than the others.
When translating 8ofd{ewv into another language, the first task of the
translator is to discover which component of its meaning is the most
important in the particular context in which it is used. Once clanty has
been achieved in this regard, he will be in a position to choose the equi-
valent term that best expresses the meaming of Sofalewv in that text.
Notc that the equivalent term that is best in onc text will not necessarily
be the best in another text,

It 1s clear that m Chapter 17 giving and showing glory 1s onc of
the main themes. Here the Fourth Evangelist uses the verb Sofalewv in
more than onc way, as he does with other important words in other parts
of his gospel. On the one hand we sec the situation on earth where Jesus
shows God's glory (identity) (v 1) through his exaltation (his glonfica-
tion) on the cross, On the other hand we get the picture of heaven where
Jesus sharcs in the heavenly glory (majesty) of his Father due 10 his dis-
closure of the Father's identity and greatness through his obedience to
his will,

The proposed translation would be suited only to a dynamic-cqui-
valent or periphrastic translation of the text. On the basis of the above
analysis, the following translation of §6fa and Sofd{ewv in John 17:1-5
can be proposed:

' 86Eaoév 0ou tdv vidv ~ Exalt your Son on the cross

iva & vidg Sofdop - that the Son may reveal your majesty /

reatness

£y oe eddfaoa énl g YNg - | have perfectly revealed your
ndenmy and greatness on carth

* xal viv 86Eaodv pe 00, ndrep, - And now, Father, honour me

! clothe me in your presence (m splendour)

rapi ocavty Tt 86€p 1 €ixov - with the same majesty /

greatness that | posessed....
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