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PREFACE

11 Ofthe'media,’ ‘authenticvoices,’ andthe‘story of AIDS

In great measure, my atraction to Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) sems from the much
broader issues. In my rendering, AIDS illuminates a larger sociologicd areg, it encompasses such
‘globd’ issues as socid representation and the critica linkage between power, knowledge, disease,
mordity, and identity. What became of AIDS, how it was represented in the media, and how it was
lodged in the popular imagination are of paramount importance to me. AIDS offer us the opportunity
to look a arange of culturad assumptions, cultura assumptions that accompany public learning about
the disease. To provide a background necessary for subsequent discussion, | would like to mention two
important points regarding this study. The first concerns my countless reference to the ‘ media.’” | make
these references with the full knowledge that the *media in South Africais aloose conglomeration of
socid inditutions; it is by no means a monalithic bloc united by tightly knit beliefs and ideologies. |
understand that fragmentation and change have been the main features of South African journadism and
that amix of historical, economic and palitical factors have combined to produce this fragmentation.*

Journdism in South Africaiis highly differentiated; there is a wide variety of patterns of professond

! F Barton 1979, The Press of Africa, Persecution and per severance (London: Macmillan); see also L Mathebe
2001, Bound by tradition: the world of Thabo Mbeki. Pretoria: Unisa Press.
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behaviour.? Againgt this background can be understood the emergence of two mutually incompatible

journdistic practices, namely, the ‘black press and the *white press’

Before the turn of the century, there were afew African language publications, the most important of
which wasthe IMVO Zabantsundu, established by J T Jabavu in 18842 After World War 11, severa
publications came into being, targeting most exclusvely the black reedership, for example Drum, Post
and The World.? These publications, especialy Drum, opened up many opportunities for the mgjority
of black journdigts. Since white reporters were restricted from entering the black townships by the
gpartheid state' s policy of separate development, ® black journdlists played a significant part in covering
‘breaking’ news in these areas. What is aso important to note is that many black journdists faced
problems of cons derable magnitude under gpartheld rule. Barton cites as a remarkable example that
ablack reporter sent from Johannesburg to report the news e sewhere could be prosecuted if he or she
were away for more than two days.® According to Barton, State repression also caused alot of black
journdigts to choose macabre ways of acting: Bloke Modisane flung himsdlf into exile, Can Themba
drank himsdlf to death, and Nat Nakasa flung himsdlf from the window of his fourteen-storey hotd in

New York.”

In the 1970s and 1980s black journdists not only developed their expertise and a sense of professond
responghility, but aso became intensdy vocd in critiquing the editoria policies followed by ther
newspapers, they became increasingly concerned that the news was being distorted by controls from

above (management). This critical stance urged them towards what JanowitZ would call *advocacy

2 Mathebe, Bound by tradition.

% Barton, The press of Africa.

*1bid, 196.

® 1bid, 196-200.

® Ibid, 197.

" Ibid, 200.

8 M Whitehead 1978, ‘ The black gatekeeper’, Honours dissertation, Grahamstown: Rhodes University, 9.

M Janowitz 1967, ‘ Professional modelsin journalism: the gatekeeper and the advocate’, Journalism quarterly, 5.
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journdism'. In other words, they sugpended dl of the assumptionsthat al too often accompany the view
that objectivity and neutrdity are the essence of journdigtic inquiry; they cdled for the active
participation of the mediain changing the nature of society in which they were embedded. They pointed
out the power imbalance under gpartheid rule and supported the demand for liberation from apartheid.*
They dso moulded socid thought processes. For example, in the mid-1980s Aggrey Klaaste mooted
the concept of ‘nation building’ to exhort the oppressed people to pick up the pieces and “rebuild
dructures that have collgpsed in our communities’. ™ For Klaaste these structures are “ structures of
consciousness, those that remind us of our heritage and those that give us a spiritud and rdligious

n 12

foundation or those that decolonise us psychologicaly”.

From this perspective, the community setting in South Africadid not dlow for the emergence of what
Lockwood would cal a*“ privatised worker”, whose materidism and home-centred aspirations dl too
often caused him or her to frown upon community-wide concerns™ Lockwood' s privatized worker is
aso known for hisor her insrumentalist manner; the privetized worker shies away from participation
in solidarity relations.™* Therefore, he or she lacks the kind of radical consciousness that the black
journdist had acquired through his or her involvement in collective actions. Inspired by Exigentidist
thought — and the Black Consciousness philosophy — black journdists prioritized existence over
essence. As the reader knows, Exigtentialism exhorts us to reved the world in which we live by
connecting oursdves with our own experience and life.™ Existentialism makes the full responsibility of

existence rest on people themsdlves™ It poses such perennid questions as*‘Who am 1?7 and ‘What sort

19 Mathebe, Bound by tradition.

! Sowetan, 21 March 1987.

2 bid.

3 See A Giddens and D Held 1982, Class, power and conflict: classical and contemporary debates (London:
University of California Press), 353-372.

“bid, 353-372.

> P Roubiczek 1964, Existentialism (London: Cambridge University Press), 126.
1 H Harper 1948, Existentialism: a theory of man (Massachusetts: Harvard University Press), 16.
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of being am 12 to get them to develop the feding for the people they are!” In kesping with the
traditiond patterns of Exigtentialism, black journdists urged the black underclasses to ensure a correct
definition and fullest representation of their political interests by asking themsdves who they are and

what sort of beings they are too.

And within the ‘white press, the English-gpesking press was the most hegemonic or influentia vehicle
of communication. According to Jackson, this was because the English-gpeaking press symbolized
liberdism initstraditions and vaues, in its Ryle, in its choice of content, and because it retained its links
with the Western Press.™® White journdists working for English-language newspapers such as The
Rand Daily Mail and Sunday Times had avison of a‘good’ society based on abdief in the rule
of law and the free market economy.*® Equally importart to point out is thet at the time the ‘white press
won many black readers. By 1968 more than 50 per cent of readers of The Cape Argus, the third
largest daily newspaper in South Africaat the time, were nonwhite® Partly, this can be ascribed to the
fact that the English language press, dthough it never encouraged African strike action?* did propagate
the incluson of blacks into the political system. However, it must be said that the English press only
sought the modification of dl of the political structures; it promoted black participation in the politica

process, but desired to control the parameters or form of that participation.?

The divisons within the South African society were therefore reflected in the media, which was divided
adong racid lines. Black and white journdisms grew out of apressing desire by their reeders for vehidles
of communication. Black and white newshounds believed in what Schudson would cdl the “ subjectivity

7 1bid, 16.

18 G S Jackson 1993, Breaking story (United Kingdom: Westview), 170.
¥ 1pid,170.

2 1hid,170.

2 | hid, 208

2 |bid,165.



of perception” . They engaged in the process of meaning-making. Importantly, although the mgjority
of South African journdists produced and sustained different definitions of redlity, athough they
endeavored to influence how their readers could think and the extent to which they were able to think,
they were intensely captivated or fascinated by the story of gpartheid. For one thing, apartheid wasthe
gory of higtory, palitics, violence, and logt liberties. South African journdism became caught up in the
lure of drama and spectacle embedded in the connotations of gpartheid orthodoxy.

But once the liberaization of the political process had been accomplished in the early 1990s, gpartheld
(the story of lost liberties) ceased to enthrdl the media. As a consequence, Acquired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome (AIDS) was thrown into the foreground. Like the gpartheid saga, AIDSfiltered through the
prism of the mediaon agrand scade. AIDS delighted in part because the disease appeded to the baser
ingincts of human nature; it encompassed such sensationd markers as sex, promiscuity, betrayd,

infidelity, love etc. The medid s manic passon for drama and spectacle caused AIDS to enter into
everyday language, dways reminding us of what counted as ether right or wrong within the organism
of society welivein. In addition, AIDS became interesting for the media owing to its macabre character.
Undoubtedly, AIDSis a deadly disease killing real people. AIDS became a mgor object of
news because it was a disease that collected around some very dark issues. the AIDS disorder
bequesthed pain, suffering and ultimately, desth. Culturd theorist Paula Treichler explains why adiseese
that conjures up untold suffering and degth dl too frequently yields dluring qudities “If it bleeds” she

n24

writes, “it leads.

In this context, the media became what Bruno Latour and Steven Woolgar would call “obligatory

passage points’,” that is, a post or station that all readers must pass through in order to enrich or

M Schudson 1967, Discovering the news. A social history of American newspapers (New York: Basic), 5-6.

P Treichler 1996, How to have theory in an epidemic (London: Duke University Press), 34.
B Latour and S Woolgar 1987, Laboratory life: the construction of scientific facts (New Jersey: Princeton

University Press).
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degpen thelr indghts into the nature and cause (etiology) of the disease. The media engaged in
sorytelling exercises; they produced emotions in people and also strove to create what John Tosh
would cal an “illusion of direct experience’.?® AIDS became the main characteristic of news. Those
who sdlect the news or make critical decisions regarding the content of news — according to Wilson and
Gutierrez, these are the “ gatekeepers’? — considered AIDS a major object of representation and
description. AIDS aso fascinated the media because it brought to the surface what Fiske would call a

“ste of maximum visibility and maximum turbulence’ 28

Another issue that | think deserves mentioning concerns my endless dlusonsto ‘authentic voices and
the *story of AIDS' in the succeeding chapters of this study. When | refer to AIDS as a constructed
phenomenon, | have in mind the idea that the disease nat only conjures up abundle of biomedicd rules
and principles; the disease has aso been produced and reproduced through various acts of individua
voluntarism. Examining AIDS as a sory means looking at the different ways in which the disease has

been made and remade through alarge assortment of representationa mirrors.

Like apartheid, AIDS was deemed ‘important’ (here the reader is reminded of Wilson's and
Gutierrez ° view that “importance’” is the main atribute or halmark of news) not only because it was
vigble, interesting, and informative (‘ coverage of AIDS saves peopl€e slives'), but dso because of its
terrifying nature or turbulent connotations. The ordering of news reports reflected the generd feding of
both black and white journaists that AIDS was the grestest story ever, especidly after the opening up
of the politicd landscape in the early 1990s and the subsequent fdl of gpartheid in the mid-1990s. The

gtory of AIDS can essentidly be described as an authoritative voice, an ‘ authentic voice', so to speak,

% JTosh 1991, The pursuit of history: aims, methods and new directions in the study of modern history (New
York: Longman), 24.

#’C C Wilson and F Gutierrez 1985, Minorities and diversity (London: Sage), 34.

% JFiske 1994, Media matters: everyday culture and political change (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota
Press), 8.

» Wilson and Gutierrez, Minorities and diversity, 34.
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that figured in the media The sory of AIDS provided the means of verbdization with the socid world
that surrounded working journdidts; it bespoke, by way of description, illustration, or depiction, not only
the biomedica characteridtics or microbid determinants of AIDS, It dso illuminated socid lifein the age
of AIDS. Itsoverarching god was not only to terrify, but aso to inform, to heighten or to sustain public
consciousness about the disease, to get the readers (audience) to modify therr sexud lifestyle. And like
al manner of news, the news reports on AIDS had a beginning and an end. They should remind the
reader of a‘moving picture’, an ongoing image or panoramaimbued with the capacity to legp across

many years. from ‘mora protest’ to ‘redemption’ (see 1.2 below).

From this rendering, AIDS is a story because our knowledges or understandings of the disease are
bound up with the sort of representationd mirrors (authentic voices) condructed by the media over time
and space. The attractiveness of these authentic voices as objects of study hinges on the fact that they
offer us the opportunity to understand the disease through the much broader sociologica issues of
sexudity, mordity, identity, and margindity, etc. Spesking of margindity, the sory of AIDS is dso
accompanied by the characterigtics of the people it spesksto. It speaks with profound ease about the
marginaity of some groups of people and it evokes negative fedings by placing them in the periphera
areq, in thar ‘otherness.. In another context, Stuart Hall underlines this reading when he dtates the

following:

AIDS isindeed a more complex and displaced question than just people dying out there. The
question of AIDS s an extremely important terrain of struggle and contestation. In addition to
the people we know who are dying, or have died, or will die, there are the many people dying
who are never spoken of. How could we say that the question of AIDS is not a
guestion of who gets represented and who does not?[itdicsming]. AIDSisadtea
which the advance of sexud paliticsis being rolled back. It'sa gte a which not only people will

die, but desire and pleasure will dso dieif certain metaphors do not survive, or survive in the
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wrong way. *

Therefore, thisthes's by no means crysdlizes around the contentiousness of AIDS. It isnot aninquiry
into the complex dynamics of the science of AIDS, a rendering of the palitics of causation. This put
differently, my study does not render any judgements regarding the cause and nature of the
disease. From the very beginning, | understood that AIDS isadeadly disease. Also, | understood that
whether or not we know for certain the cause of the disease, it must be treated as serioudy as any
deadly disease required. My study is a weave, a blend, so to spesk, between the sociologica
perspective and mediastudies. My study looks at how “human sodid life’ (see Anthony Giddens™) in
the age of AIDS is represented in the media, at the profound ways in which AIDS reflects the context
of the societies we live in. For working journaists, ‘What doesit mean to have AIDS? ‘What does it
mean to beill with AIDS? And more Sgnificantly, ‘How isthe AIDS victim represented in the media?
These sociologica questions are the most important incentives for this research. They have weighed too

heavily in my imagination and have also germinated my interest in AIDS as well as any other.

1.2 Thebasic structure of thethesis

Lying on his desthbed in 1895, the distinguished scientific pioneer, Louis Pasteur, proffered this very
last piece of advice to his contemporaries. “The terrain is more important than the germ.”*? Pasteur
continued: “I am convinced that when awound becomes infected and festers, the course that wound
takes depends upon the patient’s genera condition and even his mental condition.”** Before he was

struck by an illness, Pasteur formulated whet is today commonly known as the germ theory of diseasg®

% See SHall 1992, Representation: cultural representation and its signifying practices (London: Sage), 277-294.

% Giddens, Sociology, 2.
¥ M H Witte, C Witte and L Minnich1989 ‘AIDSin 1968, Journal of American Medical Association 251:1657.
% R Dubos and J P Escande 1979, Quest: reflections on medicine, science and humanity (New York: Harcourt

Brace Jovanovitch), 45.
% P Duesberg 1999, Inventing the AIDSvirus (New Y ork: Regnery), 1-66; see also Giddens, Sociol ogy.
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according to which disease has a 9ngle cause rather than multifactorid causes. Pagteur wrenched human
disease free of itshigtoricad origins. Disease can produce pathologica conditions only to the degree that
agerm (fungi, bacterium, or virus) can act upon (infect) the life of its hogts. At the time Pasteur was by
no means interested in specifying the socid conditions under which human diseases flourish. The
watermark of his germ theory was that “a core of timeless objective and factud knowledge ... isatrue

reflection of nature” >

From this perspective, the intellectua origins of the germ theory of disease are dassicd; the germ theory
of disease dates back to the 19th century. Rooted in the climate of the time was a group of germs cdled
bacteria, discovered by Edward Jenner, Robert Koch, Joseph Lister, Alexander Fleming, and of
course, Louis Pasteur himsdlf.*® Jenner and his colleagues are the predecessors of the so-called virus
hunters (for a more detailed discussion, see Chapter 6) who, in the 20th century, mapped out the
genetic structure and etiology of AIDS* Our virus hunters figured out thet if bacteria could cause
disease, 30 could viruses. In ther rendering, AIDS was by no means linked to the failure of the organiam
to develop properly (as in haemophiliacs). Neither was the AIDS condition attributable to a lack of
essentia nutrients (as was seen with pellagra) nor the accumulation of toxins (as with lung cancer).® On
the contrary, AIDS was tracegble to an infectious agent discoverable in nature through the application

of gringent scientific precepts, namely the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).

From the reading above, it hardly needs saying thet the etiology of AIDS hasits originsin the classca
milieu too; the biomedical model of AIDS derives from Pasteur’s monocausa concept of disease.

Because AIDS was understood in biomedical terms, as a disease uncontaminated by what Gabbay

% J Gabbay 1982, * Asthma attacked? Tactics for the reconstruction of a disease concept’. In The problem of
medical knowledge: examining the social construction of medicine, edited by P Wright and P Treichler
(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press), 23.

% 1bid, 1-66.

% Ibid, 1-66.

* |bid, 1-66.



would cdl “subjective colourations and vaue judgements deriving from our culturd and socid
experience”,* |aboratory principles became the very stuff of which the scientific knowledge about the
disease was produced. Laboratory research offered the necessary grounding. In what follows, | offer
some precursory map of dl of the Chapters of this thesis. From a hasty reading of the contents or
summaries of the Chapters, the centrd theme running throughout my thesi's should be gpparent to the
reader. | argue asfollows. When AIDSfilters through the prism of the media and other written records,
not only doesit point to abiologica likelihood, it dso pointsto ahigtorica and sociologica likelihood.
AIDS is dso an index of the much broader forces that play themselves out in our contemporary

0cieties.

Chapter 1 provides the theoretica framework for discussing AIDS in the media and sets the context
of discussion about its dominant conceptud gpparatus. its biomedica characteristics. Chapter 2 isabrief
overview of the exiging literature on AIDS. This literature provides the concepts and terms according
to which AIDS was understood in some of our secondary sources. It sheds light on current worksin
sociology that look at the cultural underpinnings of AIDS and suggests new approaches to the disease
- dternative ways of looking a the ‘story of AIDS. Chapter 3 specifies a great variety of
methodologicd tools that were employed in this study. These methodological practices can dso be seen

as important sources of knowledge about AIDS.

Chapter 4 suggests a clear linkage between the biomedicad mode and hedlth policy under gpartheid
orthodoxy. The reader is reminded that under apartheid rule many among the state’s ideologues
condrued socid problemsin economidic terms. Thegpartheid state congdered the key question, ‘What
iswrong within South Africal's complex socia formation? And then it figured out thet the free market
ideology (or monetarism) would provide the necessary grounding, thet it would resolve avast set of

contradictions and crises that were emblematic of the South African society a thetime. | argue thet the

% |bid, 23.



gpartheld gstate’'s supportive stance towards the free market ideology found an expression in the
individualization of hedth care. Hedth care was seen as a persond responshbility rather socid
respongbility. AIDS was blamed on the persond limitations of the individua, whose foibles were
‘anful’. And because hedth care became an individud respongibility, the historical underpinnings of
AIDS were excised or erased. This Chapter shows that in the palitical imagination of the gpartheld State,

AIDS hardly sgnified the larger issues acting upon the lives of its victims.

Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 dissect this idea of persond limitation (the idea that AIDS is traceable to the
foibles of the snful individud) in more detail. These Chapters look a how, from the very beginning,
AIDS was located within an understanding of a particular configuration of cultural assumptions and
dereotypica beliefs about dready congtituted groups of people distinguished by a certain lifestyle. The
AIDS story created the sense of good and evil. Being both a particular kind of person and doing
particular things were consdered mgor risk factorsfor AIDS. For example, the AIDS story indicted
the so-called villains, namely homosexua men in the West as well as heterosexuds in Africa The
consequence was the sexudization of lifestyle; a causal connection between AIDS and socid identity
was established. Chapter 5 ingpects how AIDS was linked by the media to a specific group of people
(homaosexud men) distinguished by arange of sensationd markers, namely intravenous drug use and
and intercourse. These patterns of human behaviour, o the media evinced, rendered gay men highly
vulnerable to multiple or concurrent infections, which concurrent infections engendered the so-called
immune overload.*® Homosexua men were reportedly at risk of immune overload if only because they
dlegedly had multiple partners. Apparently, their vulnerability to multiple infections judtified ther
representation in the mediaas a‘risk group'; it judtified their caricaturing as being medically problematic.
That gay identity ‘corrdated” with AIDS aso judtified the labelling of the disease as Gay Related
Immune Deficiency (GRID). Hence, at this point the AIDS story not only  took the narrative form of
the biomedicd modd, but dso what | cdl the” narrative of mord protest” —the narrative of mord revolt

“ Epstein, Impure science, 45-78.
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agang thefoibles of the ‘anful’ homosexud men. At the time many media reports on AlIDS tended to

support the dominant conception of gay lifestyle asintringcaly immord or snful.

Chapter 6 Stuates the scientific enterprise higtoricaly. To start, | argue that the representation of AIDS
asa“homosexud diseasg’ linked to the *foibles of the sinful’ pervaded the minds of many researchers
from as early asthe 1980s. However, from the mid-1980s this representation was excised in favour of
amore inclusve form of representation. Here AIDS was labelled a* heterosexua disease’, affecting
mainly or predominantly the peoples of Africa. Consequently, such negative congtants as promiscuity
and racid identity moved centre dage, producing what | cdl the narrdive of “African AIDS’. A dissster
of immense import was reportedly looming in Africa, because HIV infections were on a compounded
growth or exponentid rise. Theidea | am developing in Chapter 6 is that this particular depiction of
“African AIDS’ was widdy accepted as a profound truth, if only becauseit fitted into the pre-existing
frame, that is, the dominant historical conception of Africaas a continent diseased to its very foundation
by agreat variety of infectious diseases. AIDS, so the argument ran, embodied some aspects of African
culturd life.

In Chapter 7, | scrutinize how, from the mid-1980s, this critical linkage between heterosexud disease
and identity, between disease and geographicd origin, was replicated in the sphere of the media At the
timethe AIDS story aso became embedded in the negative constants of scapegoating and stereotyping.
Not only was AIDS depicted as a disease saturated in mortaity, but dso as a disease stiated with evil
and socid deviance among African heterosexuas. Chapter 7 explores another dominant conception of
AIDS in the media, one that hinged on the ideathat AIDS sgnified a plague exterminating virgin human
populations in its wake. The idea of a plague reminisced the primordid plague of the 14th century,

namely the Black Degth. AIDS symbolised, in avery red sense, the ‘modern-day Black Desth.’

Chapter 8 exploresthe ‘egditarianism’ or indiscriminate nature of AIDS in more detail. Not only did

AIDS amplify the fear of infection through sexud contact (the sexud transmission of bodily fluids such
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as samen is widely regarded as a mgor risk factor for AIDS); AIDS dso heightened the fear of
infection through a blood transfusion. (According to some scientific sources, HIV isaso transmissble
through blood and blood products.**) By my account, this particular depiction of the diseese, thisidea
that AIDSis ablood-borne disease, created the sense of *equdity’ of condition, it conveyed the sense
that weare dl a risk of AIDS, that AIDSisan ‘equd opportunity disease’ . However, dthough alarge
number of media reports argued on behaf of the view that AIDS is a disease that attacks
indiscriminatdly, regardless of gender, sexud orientation, or socid background, they effaced the blood-
borne characterigtics of the disease. The media rendered the blood-borne connotations of AIDS
invisgble and mainstreamed its sexua connotations; the media enjoined their readers to see mainly its
sexud characteridics The AIDS gory in the media proved key to an understanding of the multiple ways
in which the mediatak to their readers not only about disease, but aso aout the * negetive’ congtants

of sexudity, promiscuity, loose moras, Sn and identity.

Another necessary disclosure here concerns what | designate as the ‘redeeming qualities’ of the story
of AIDS in the media To begin, throughout thisthesis | advance the idea that the AIDS story moved
from what one might call a humanist perspective towards a more hitorica centre. As we have seen,

from the early 1980s to the mid-1990s the media explicated the AIDS tragedy in terms of the persond
limitations of the victim. AIDS was wrenched free of its higtoricad undergandings, what emerged quite
clearly during this period was the curious hitorica digolacement of AIDS in many mediareports. And
individudist or behaviourist forms of representation tended to loom large. Media reports on AIDS
sarved as an index of the much narrow issues in socid life rather than the much broader changes in
socid relaions. At this point the AIDS story can be seen asrlating mainly to patterns of individual

behaviour; it deemed evidence of subjectivity worthy of representation. Nonethdess, this particular form
of representation, dthough it shaped, structured and condtituted the AIDS story from the very beginning,

it failled to hold on for much longer. From the mid-1990sit was displaced by a narrative form that was

! See Duesberg, Inventing the AIDSvirus, 284-288.



more attentive to historica proportions. Although the media continued to replicate the story of AIDS
and identity, they ceased to think of the AIDS victim in libera terms, as a free-thinking and an
autonomous being who gets contaminated by AIDS by reason of the foibles of his or her snfulness.

Media reports on AIDS became saturated by a historicaly inflected language.

What is more, the AIDS story was wrenched free of its mord protestations. The “narrative of moral
protest” (see above) was suspended. The media ceased to make a causa connection between sin and
death. Crucidly, individua responghility for hedth care was subgtituted for socia responsibility. The
emphasis was on building reciproca relaionships and socid partnerships againgt AIDS. The bettle
agang AIDS was propelled by a strong sense of commitment towards building a ‘caring society’,
towardsincreasing the indtitutional cgpacities of loca communities ravaged by AIDS. The AIDS story
was wrenched free of its casua stereotyping to ensure that the victims of the disease are perceived in
an entirdly sympathetic light. The AIDS story provided a socid documentation of the degper problems
and chalenges that semmed from the invasion of invisble germs and offered to resolve them by
edablishing and restoring the virtue and innocence of the victims themselves. Thisiswhat | cdl the

‘redemptive qudity’ in the AIDS gory.

Chapter 9 indicates how, from the middle of the last decade, the victims of AIDS (namely “AIDS
babies” and “AIDS orphans’) were constructed around the overarching goa of the theme of
redemption. Not only does the theme of redemption remind us of the humanigtic moments of the AIDS
gory (the emphasis on socid respongbility for hedth care), but o of its historicd moments. Mora
commitment to local communities represented a central aspect of the story of AIDS in the media; the
dory of AIDSinvested the victims of the disease with some patina of respectability or propriety. The
media delighted in the congtruction of AIDS as a disease that could ultimately be accounted for by the

sructurd characteritics of gpartheld and post-gpartheld history.
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The last Chapter, Chapter 10, carves out the mgor findings of this sudy. This Chapter is more a
summation of the mgjor arguments, recurrent themes, or dominant motifs running throughout thisthess
Much of what | argue in this Chapter collects around the idea that AIDS, and the manner of its
representation by working journdigts, can be very useful in thinking about the media as a socid

movement of a specific kind. | make an atempt to treet the mediaas a‘movement’ of a specid type
— a‘movement’ engaged in the process of mobilization againgt asocid problem (AIDS) thet lies a the
very heart of asociety confronted by adeep higtoricd crigs. | argue not only that the * media movement’

articulates a specific st of beliefs about the disease and aso operatesto optimize its collective interests
and resources — resources needed for action — but aso that the ‘mediamovement’ isamovement which
Is degply motivated to reflect on such critical issues as authenticity and believability. Although the
approach | follow is not a comprehensive analyss of the generd run of theories on socid movements,
athough my study does not make an exhaustive atempt a andysng the media as a socid movement,

| argue that it can be very useful in thinking about the following: how AIDS in the media conformsto

popular mordity. The tendency to descend into popular mordity is what the story of AIDS does well

enough. | indicate how the *media movement’ dramatizes the mora fragmentation of society not only

to try to make a difference in a heartless world bequeathed by AIDS, but dso to authorize or legitimize
itsdf. By making mordity its explicit norm, it becomes possible for society a large to accept the ‘ media
movement’ as being genuindy authentic, as selling abeievable narrative. Chapter 10 aso offers more
indgght into another didtinctive trait of the AIDS story, thet is, its protean capacity to legp across many
years (from the “narrative of mora protest”, the story of a “gay disease” or GRID, the sory of a
“heterosexud disease’, the story of a“modern-day Black Death”, to the story of “redemption”). As

stated before, these narrative forms also claimed to bespeak of the redl nature of AIDS.



SUMMARY

This sudy explores the multiple ways in which Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
functioned through concrete biomedical ingtitutions, namely, the Centres for Disease Control (CDC),

the Nationa Indtitutes of Health (NIH), and the World Health Organization (WHO). AIDS is viewed
asaproduct of the full range of inditutiond practicesin which it became embedded and in which it was
st within the boundaries of Louis Pasteur’s germ theory of disease (see the Preface section). This
biomedical modd of disease was materidized through journdigtic practices and sold as news. Within
these operdive terms can be understood another andytica Srategy that aso designates the main domain
of my study of this contemporary socia form: | argue in thisthesis that knowledge about AIDS was by
no means dependent solely on the objective, scientificdly determined, “received narrative’ of
biomedicine; what istoday known asAIDS is aso a product of a wide range of socid practices
produced and reproduced over time and space. AIDS is dso an outcome of the resolutions, judgements
and decisons that working journalists made over time in terms of what they generated or covered as
news, the disease is d 0 product of alarge assortment of representational mirrorsthat | cal ‘authentic
voices , to take as good examples, the “narrative of mora protest”, the narrative of a “homosexual

diseasg’, the narrative of a*“heterosexua disease,” and the narrative of a“modern-day Black Death”

(plague). The story of AIDS in the media can aso be seen to be defined by the proliferation of these
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authentic voices.

From this reading, the distinctive trait of AIDSin the medialiesin the fact thet it is a congtructed object,
adisease framed through a specific structure of meanings. When we look at these structure of meanings
we find that their mord and culturd assumptions and sereotypica connotations embody certain aspects
of the organism of the society within which they were created and nourished over amuch longer higtory.

Title of the thesis: THE STORY OF AN IMMUNE DEFICIENCY DISEASE AND ITS
REPRESENTATION IN THE SOUTH AFRICAN PRINT MEDIA (1981-2000)

Key terms: Media representations;, homosexudity; narratives, morality; stereotyping; redemption;
resource mobilization; biomedicd modd; ‘AIDSin Africal, Black Degth; HIV/AIDS, ‘AIDS Babies';
‘AIDS Orphans..

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

| was going through the anatomy of contemporary knowledge about AIDS one morming — trying very
herd to familiarize mysdf with the highpoints of the higtary of thisimmune defidency diseese Then one
news report, which filtered through the prism of theweekly publication Sunday Times, indulged my

curiogty. “AIDS is not a freedom of gpeech issue” the newspaper reported. That Satement left a
ladting impresson on me for many years. For one thing, the Sunday Times implied that dthough our
lives revolve around AIDS, we can talk about the diseese, think about the diseese, and even write about
the disease, without suggesting or contemplating its complexity, without aluding to its greet paradoxes,
ambiguities or ironies, without noticing a series of contradictionsthet it sages dl too frequently, ona
grand scdle. Many working journdists have rendered that our increesing avareness of AIDS and the
horrific visages that we see in people &flicted by the dissese, should meke usfed atouch of feer of the
terible pain, suffering and death it begueaths. AIDS should cause us to become gpprehensive over the
threatsit posesto dl our lives it should cause usto gart thinking about modifying our sodd lifestyle

to dart changing our sexud manner, to loathe our prodivity toward amordity. Life s presant condition

XXV



of decadence and degeneration was largely accounted for by our mord recklessness, our grotesque
exigence, our domination by sxud passon (lugt!).

Having sad thet | fed gredtly indebted to dl of the working journdistis who generated thiswide variety
of newspaper reports— goanning aperiod of roughly twenty (20) years Although | never contemplated
goproaching the subject metter of AIDS from their perpective, dthough, asthe reeder will notice, the
fit between our points of view isdightly adversarid, | used agreat dedl of ther reports for my study.
Their manner of coverage of AIDS asssted mein formulating my own cogent questions and gpproach
to the Sudy of the diseese. | gained a familiarity with AIDS, nat only through reeding a series of
sdentific journds and secondary sources | abtained from the library, but aso from the media srecords
Newspaper reports are the primary sources of thisstudy. So | fed | should dso express my sncere
thanksto the I nstitute of Contemporary History a the Universty of the Free State, who helped
me gregtly in generdting alarge assortment of these reparts. Furthermore, | would like to emphesize thet
the sodidlogica discusson | presant in thisthesisis based on my own obsarvations, formulations, and
research findings The thess reflects my fundamentd interest in AIDS it is a contribution of my own
direct dudy of the subject matter of AIDSin the media. | therefore bear full respongibility for any ‘bed
questions that | might have raised in this research, or any sodologicd inaccuracies the reeder might
think are permeating my own judgements

In addition, it gives me great plessure to acknowledge my indebtedness to my promoter, Dr Kammila
Naidoo, for her vauable advice and indsive ponderings on the subject, and for heping meto produce
areadablefind verson of thethess | dso thank Professor MandlaMakhanya (joint promoter) for his
evauations, reviews and worthwhile comments For words of encouragement and support of the
research that partly led to this thess | espeddly thank Professor Louis Molamu. And findly | am
grateful to my editor, Liz Stewart, whose judicious editing and fadtidious reeding of the thesis helped
improve thefind verson of thethess, and my higtory teacher & high schod (whose name will forever



reman for getting me to think outsde the box!
anonymous) for getting



LIST OF TABLES

Age-adjusted mortdity rates among black and white Americans.
United States. Department of Hedlth and Human Sciences Data
1980. 186

HIV-positivity in women attending antenatd clinics by age (between
1994 and 1995). Pretoria: Department of Hedth (Directorate: Health
Systems Research), 1998. 280

HIV-positivity per province among women attending antenata clinics
(between 1994 and 1995). Pretoria: Department of Hedlth (Directorate:
Hedlth Systems Research), 1998. 279

Maawi, Mozambique and Southern Rhodesia: number of reported
cases of and deaths from smallpox and case-fataity rates (1959-1972).
Geneva World Hedlth Organisation, 2001. 169

Zambia: number of reported cases and deaths from smdlpox and case-
fatdity rates (1956 — 1973) and number of vaccinations performed (1964-

1973). Geneva. World Health Organisation, 2001. 168

A sample of 302 news reportsindicating the critica linkage between
group identity and risk of exposureto HIV/AIDS over time, 2002. 70

Petterns of representation in reference to 1908 media reports on AIDS.
(1981-2000),2002. 75

Table indicating the interrelationship between AIDS and sex over time
(1981-2000), 2002. 80

XXVii



	Title page
	Declaration
	Contents
	Preface
	Summary
	Acknowledgements
	List of tables

