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Summary

The aim of this study was to firstly examine via a literature study, the response of
the South African Department of Education (DoE) to HIV/AIDS. This required
contextualizing this response in national as well as global terms. South African
policies that impact on HIV/AIDS and the role of stakeholders in Education were
focussed on. The various models of health behaviours were also examined.

The efficacy of the Department of Education’s response was then evaluated by
conducting an empirical study at selected schools. Areas focussed on were:
educators and learners’ knowledge of HIV/AIDS-related issues, their attitudes to
HIV/AIDS and persons with HIV/AIDS, as well as their health behaviours.

Research findings indicated that HIV/AIDS-related policies in Education were in
place since 1999. The DoE, however, had not communicated these policies
effectively to educators and learners, who were therefore unaware of the
Universal Precautions related to safer behaviour practicesin respect of
HIV/AIDS. The DoE had not been effective in its response to HIV/AIDS in
changing educator’ and learners’ risk behaviours.
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