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Symbolic language is often resorted to by peoples of the Ancient Near East in the communication 
of their emotions, in legal matters, and everyday activities. This contribution is concerned with 
the significance of this mode of communication in the Old Testament. At the beginning a short 
definition is offered with regard to this idea and then a few passages are selected to illustrate how 
this way of communication can serve as as accompaniment or substitution for verbal communica
tion.
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Tertullian was the first African theologian. He argued that Christians should fight an unchristian 
society, but also that they were not free to do so in a physically violent way. The crusades during 
the middle ages used Christian armies to fight ‘non-christians’, using the theology of a just war. 
To this the Moslems responded with a similar notion of war as defence of the faith, provided by 
the Qur’an. The Jews reacted with pacifism towards crusading massacring, honoring God’s 
theocracy. In modern South Africa, black Christian violence blends both positions into claiming 
that their fighting is against an unchristian government, and that this violence is therefore just.

LATEGAN, B. Introducing a research project on contextual hermeneutics. Scriptura 33, (1990) 1- 
5.
Because of the variety of discoveries in progress in the South African context and because of the 
plurality of hermeneutical approaches to biblical texts, there is an urgent need for some systematic 
research on basic aspects of contextual hermeneutics. Some of the priorities in this regard are 
discussed and details are given of a research project initiated by the Centre for Contextual 
Hermeneutics to address these issues.

LATEGAN, B. C. Bybelkunde vir Bybelonderrig. Scriptura 34, (1990) 1-11.
The paper analyses the dilemma of religious instruction in schools and the factors which con
tribute to the present unsatisfactory situation. The question is asked whether the expectations 
concerning religious instruction are realistic and the various reactions to this problem are dis
cussed. Finally, the significance of the new awareness that biblical interpretation must be situated 
in the broader context of life itself, is examined and the paper is concluded with some suggestions 
of what this may imply for religious instruction in the South African situation.
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Pastorale nosie. Theologia Evangelica 23, 3 (1990) 3-11.
Since early this century the Dutch Reformed Church has supported legislation aimed at prevent
ing racially mixed marriages. By so doing this church neglected its responsibility for giving 
pastoral support across cultures to mixed couples. Real pastoral care in this situation can only 
start when the professional pastor has rejected racism. To do that the pastor has to define racism 
thoroughly and has to have a knowledge of the history of racism. Thus the pastor should be able 
to work across cultures towards a model of pastoral care and counselling intended for couples 
who need help in a context of racism.

LE ROUX, J. C. ’n Ondersoek na die kontak tussen die jeug van die N G Kerk met die 
pinksterkerke in die ring van Bcllville. BTh, US, (1988).

LE ROUX, J. H. Biblical and modern historiography: the widest horizon. Old Testament Essays 
3,1 (1990) 23-42.
In his paper in this volume, F E Deist has argued that an appropriate model of rationality for his
torical research must be found, which will accommodate the acts of God in history. This paper 
highlights one possible solution to the problem. First of all, we focus on logical positivism as well 
as the contribution of both Popper and Kuhn. To this day, logical positivism exerts an influence 
on the way history is being written. This model of rationality stresses the importance of facts, 
verification, historicity, clarity, et cetera. Any idea of supernatural intervention in history is con
sequently ruled out. Popper and Kuhn have opened new possibilities for theology, and history 
writing has become a more open enterprise. Pannenberg’s emphasis on history is an important 
challenge and therefore his ideas are also briefly discussed. Von Rad’s approach is an important 
example of a historical study of the Old Testament, and therefore some relevant aspects of his 
theology are also highlighted. The paper concludes with remarks on the importance of a his
torical approach to the Old Testament.
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Criticism of the Pentateuch was looked at with scepticism by many during the nineteenth century 
in England. John William Colenso (1814-1883) was of different opinion. His thorough investiga
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Although an almost forgotten debate, the issue of eschatology in Ephesians remains unresolved 
and possibly insoluble. However, presuppositions inevitably determine the final outcome of inves
tigations. This latter datum is characterized, indicating the outcome of the investigations of both 
those who would endorse and those who would deny the premises of the Early Catholicism 
Hypotheses. By postulating that differences from so-called authentic Pauline letters in Ephesians 
are merely as a result of addressing a different contingent situation, as well as by accepting that 
the composite eschatological profile in Ephesians is merely an adaptation of Pauline eschatology 
to that specific contingent situation, it is argued that it is possible to retain futuristic eschatological 
dimensions in Ephesians.
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After defining ’wisdom’ as a specific perspective from which the ancient Near Eastern sages 
viewed reality, four themes which are central to modern ecological concerns are identified. These 
are compared to what is found in ancient Near Eastern wisdom literature. It is suggested that the 
ecological wheel was not, after all, invented by die Green Movement, but that it was already 
deeply reflected upon by the sapiential tradition. It is further suggested that theology could be 
relevant if it imitates the holism of the sages rather than pronounce their perspective a ’centre’ of 
the Old Testament.

LOADER, J. A. The sin of Sodom in the Talmud and Midrash. Old Testament Essays 3, 3 (1990) 
231-245.
In this article the Rabbinic reception of the Sodom and Gomorrah tradition, with special refe
rence to the story of Genesis 18-19, is studied as it occurs in the Talmud and Midrash Rabbah. 
Several passages in Bereshit Rabbah and the Talmud are considered. It is argued that the biblical 
emphasis on the social aspect of the sin of Sodom was developed by the Rabbis, while its sexual
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aspect was taken as a symptom of anti-social behaviour. It is concluded that the typical Rabbinic 
form of the tradition was already shaped in die second century CE, which remained until the end 
of the Talmudic period. Attention is also paid to a number of accompanying motifs, such as the 
logic of the social motif, the figure of Lot, and the link of King David, and hence also that of the 
Messiah, to Sodom.
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The use of the Sodom theme in Patristic literature is examined in order to determine the way in 
which the theme was received by the Fathers of the church. It is found that, while the Old Testa
ment and early Jewish use of the theme emphasised its social aspect, the Fathers exploited its pos
sibilities to expound their various interpretations of Christianity. Therefore the Sodom theme is 
associated with a much wider variety of issues in their case than elsewhere, viz pagan gods, 
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(1987) state of New Testament scholarship and presented their own contributions. The title, 
‘Tradition and interpretation in the New Testament’, epitomizes the paradigm by means of which 
the authors dealt with issues such as methodology relating to New Testament studies, the meaning 
and significance or crucial New Testament passages and some New Testament theological 
themes. The present author contends that the qualification ‘attempted approaches’ in the subtitle 
of this article spells out that the authors did not investigate interpretations of traditions in the New 
Testament, but that they rather present their diverse interpretations of the various versions of 
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The Greek of the New Testament has been variously explained throughout the centuries with sig
nificant implications for hermeneutics due to different definitions of its nature, and the application 
of different linguistic methodologies. Though modern insights have not fully replaced old convic
tions, the 70s saw a gradual acceptance of general linguistic principles, while the 80s may be called 
a time of awakening. Hopefully the 90s will see a renewal moving beyond traditional grammar 
towards a full-fledged semantic approach.
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From surveys describing the development of Hebrew lexicography, from the first known Hebrew 
dictionary of Saadia Gaon to the most recent revisions of Koehler-Baumgartner, it appears that 
little has changed regarding methods of arranging the entries and determining and reflecting 
meaning. In our commonly known lexica words are listed alphabetically and original meanings 
are assigned on the strength of etymological evidence. From the original meanings additional 
meanings are extrapolated. In the project, an Old Testament Dictionary of Semantic Domains, a
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new approach is attempted in which words of closely related meaning are grouped together (and 
distinguished from each other) and etymologising disregarded. To demonstrate this method of 
lexicography, the verb ‘paqad’ is subjected to a componential analysis and eleven different mean
ings arc proposed.
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The aim of the present study was to determine whether mere involvement in church activities is 
enough to percieve the church as supportive, or whether the church should possess certain 
qualities before it is experienced as supportive. The concept of psycho-social climate was used as
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a conceptual frame of reference to study the characteristics of the church. Two hundred and four
teen members of ten different congregations completed a battery of questionnaires designed to 
measure their involvement in the church, their perception of the psycho-social climate of the 
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