OPPORTUNITIES AND IMPEDIMENTS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION WITHIN CURRICULUM 2005: A
LUSIKISIKI DISTRICT CASE STUDY

by

BERNADETTE RUHINDA

Submitted in part fulfillment of the requirements
for the degree of

MASTER OF EDUCATION -WITH SPECIALISATION IN

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

a the

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH AFRICA

SUPERVISOR: PROF. Cheryl SLe Roux

DECEMBER 2004



DECLARATION

| declare that OPPORTUNITIES AND IMPEDIMENTS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION WITHIN CURRICULUM 2005: A
LUSIKISIKI DISTRICT CASE STUDY ismy own work and that all the sources that |
have used or quoted have been indicated and acknowledged by means of complete
references.

3056539-1



To my mother and father who made
tremendous sacrifices to send
me to school



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

| wish to express my sincere gratitude to my supervisor, Professor C. S Le Roux, for her
valuable and meticulous guidance. Without her patience this work would not have been

completed.

To my friends, mentors and role models Prof. John Mubangizi and his wife Betty
Mubangizi | register my appreciation for all the support they gave me especialy
regarding the technical matters of this manuscript.

My sincere thanks goes to the staff, management and parents of the two schools in which
| conducted this study. Without their support, this dissertation wouldn’'t have been
completed easily.

My specia thanks also goes to the two Department of Education Officials who
enthusiastically participated in this study.

| am especialy indebted to my husband Charles, and our children Justine, Yvonne, Ivan
and Victor for their unfailing support and patience throughout the duration of this study.

Lastly, but not least, | would like to thank the Almighty God, for granting me the strength
and courage to compl ete this study



OPPORTUNITIESAND IMPEDIMENTSIN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION WITHIN CURRICULUM 2005: A
LUSIKISIKI DISTRICT CASE STUDY

SUMMARY

This study investigated the opportunities and impediments that were present in C2005
and which impacted on the implementation of environmental education in selected

schools in the Lusikisiki District of the Eastern Cape Province.

The sample consisted of 12 learners from grade 2 to grade 7, 26 educators and 2 parents
from 2 GET band schools. Two Department of Education Officials also formed part of
the sample. Interviews were conducted and observations were made within the two
schools to get an insight on the position and status of environmental education in the two

schools.

The study’ s findings indicated that the position and status of environmental education in
the two schools were low although al the stakeholders had a desire to see things

improving.

The study puts forward some recommendations and review of environmental education
implementation strategies. It also makes suggestions for further related investigation in
this area.
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Adult Based Education and Training

Bachelor of Arts

Curriculum 2005

Curriculum 21

Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
Environmental Education

Environmental Education Association of Southern Africa
Environmental Education Curriculum Initiative
Environmental Education Programme Initiative
Economic and Management Sciences

Further Education and Training

Genera Education and Training

Higher Education and Training

Human Social Sciences

International Union of Naure Conservation

Learning Area

Language Literacy and Communication

Life Orientation

Learning Programme

Learning Support Materias

Mathematical Literacy, Mathematics and Mathematical sciences
National Environmental Education Programme in the General Education
and Training

National Environmental Management Act
Non-Governmental Organisations

National Qualification Framework

Natural Sciences

Outcomes-Based Education

Primary Teachers' Certificate

Primary Teachers Diploma

Reconstruction and Development Programme

Revised National Curriculum Statement

South African Qualifications Authority

School Management Body

Specific Outcome

United Nations Education Programme

United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural Organisation
World Commission on Environment and Devel opment
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