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ABSTRACT

The main objective of this descriptive research is to determine how effective the

implementation of school environmental education policies is and how this can be

improved upon. If schools do have an environmental education policy, how successful

are they in implementing it. The school environmental education policies provide

incentives and frameworks for the development of strategies and action plans which

result in the environmental education goals being achieved effectively and efficiently.

For the effective implementation of the school environmental education policies

within an OBE paradigm, educators need to be knowledgeable, skilled and motivated.

Overall, teacher education is probably the biggest challenge to the implementation of

the school environmental education policies. This research leads to the

recommendations at school level to promote the effective implementation of the

school environmental education policies.



VI

TABLE OF CONTENTS
CHAPTER ONE

GENERAL ORIENTATION

1.1 INTRODUCTION 1

1.2 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 2

1.3 PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH 4

1.4 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 5

1.5 RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODOLOGY 7

1.6 CLARIFICATION OF CONCEPTS 8

1.7 CHAPTER DIVISIONS 9

1.8 CONCLUSION 10

CHAPTER TWO

EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL

EDUCATION POLICIES

2.1 INTRODUCTION 11

2.2 THE NEED FOR AN EFFECTIVE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL

EDUCATION POLICY 11

2.3 SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY: AN

INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE 14

2.3.1  ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICIES IN THE

 UNITED KINGDOM 14

2.3.2 AUSTRALIAN INITIATIVES 15

2.3.2.1     Education in the environment 16

2.3.2.2 Education about the environment 17

2.3.2.3 Education for the environment 17

          2.3.3      SWEDISH INITIATIVES 17

          2.3.4      BOTSWANA INITIATIVES 18

2.4 SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY: A SOUTH

            AFRICAN PERSPECTIVE 20



VII

2.4.1 APPOINTING AN ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CO-

ORDINATOR 21

2.4.2 CONVENING AN ENVIRONMENTAL WORKING GROUP 22

2.4.3 AUDITING TEAM EXAMINING THE CURRICULUM AND

               KEY POLICY ELEMENTS 22

2.4.4 DRAFTING A POLICY STATEMENT AND ACTION PLANS

               FOR SCHOOL CONCERNS 22

2.4.5 INTRODUCING KEY ELEMENTS OF ENVIRONMENTAL

POLICIES INTO SCHOOL LIFE 22

2.4.6 EVALUATING AND REVIEWING POLICY AND ACTION

PLANS 23

2.5 INFUSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION INTO

FORMAL EDUCATION CURRICULA IN SOUTH AFRICA 24

2.6 CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT WITHIN AN OUTCOMES

BASED EDUCATIONAL FRAMEWORK 26

2.7 PLANNING FOR ACTIVE LEARNING THROUGH OUTCOMES

BASED EDUCATION 27

2.8 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN THE SCHOOL

CURRICULUM 29

2.9 INCORPORATING SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

POLICIES INTO THE  CURRICULUM 30

2.9.1 POLICY OPTION ONE: LOCAL PROBLEM SOLVING 30

2.9.2 POLICY OPTION TWO: INTEGRATION WITHIN

LEARNING AREAS 31

2.9.3 POLICY OPTION THREE: SPECIALIST/DISTINCT

COURSES 39

2.9.4 POLICY OPTION FOUR: COMPONENTS WITHIN

 LEARNING AREAS 39

2.10 CONCLUSION 39

CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 INTRODUCTION 41



VIII

3.2 THE RESEARCH DESIGN 41

3.2.1 THE QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH METHOD 42

3.2.2 DATA COLLECTION 43

3.3 THE INSTRUMENT OF RESEARCH 44

3.3.1 THE QUESTIONNAIRE AS RESEARCH INSTRUMENT 45

3.3.2 THE DESIGN OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE 48

3.4 THE RESEARCH GROUP 54

3.5 CONCLUSION 56

CHAPTER FOUR

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE DATA

4.1 INTRODUCTION 57

4.2 RELIABILITY AND VALIDITY 57

4.3 ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA 59

4.3.1 FACTOR A – SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

POLICY TO ENSURE SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT 59

4.3.2 FACTOR B – SCHOOL GROUNDS AND FIELDWORK 60

4.3.3 FACTOR C – RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 64

4.3.4 FACTOR D – HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT 65

4.3.5 FACTOR E – SCHOOL CALENDAR IN THE CURRICULUM 69

4.3.6 FACTOR F – ACTION PROJECTS AND COMPETITIONS 74

4.3.7 FACTOR G – CLUBS IN THE SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL

EDUCATION POLICY  80

4.4 OBSERVATIONS AND FINDINGS 82

4.5 CONCLUSION 84

CHAPTER FIVE

RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 INTRODUCTION 85

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS 85

5.2.1   RECOMMENDATIONS IN TERMS OF DEVELOPMENT OF

           A SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY 85



IX

5.2.2  RECOMMENDATIONS IN IMPLEMENTING A SCHOOL

          ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY – SCHOOL

          GROUNDS AND FIELDWORK 86

5.2.3  RECOMMENDATIONS IN IMPLEMENTING A SCHOOL

          ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY – RESOURCE

          MANAGEMENT 89

5.2.4  RECOMMENDATIONS IN IMPLEMENTING A SCHOOL

          ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY – HEALTHY

          ENVIRONMENT 93

5.2.5  RECOMMENDATIONS IN IMPLEMENTING A SCHOOL

          ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY – CLUBS AND

         THE CURRICULUM 94

5.2.6  RECOMMENDATIONS IN IMPLEMENTING A SCHOOL

          ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY – SCHOOL

          CALENDAR AND THE CURRICULUM 96

5.2.7  RECOMMENDATIONS IN IMPLEMENTING A SCHOOL

          ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY – ACTION

          PROJECTS AND COMPETITIONS             97

5.3 CONCLUSION 99

BIBLIOGRAPHY            100



X

FIGURES AND TABLES

FIG. 1  Continuing Evaluating and Review 23

FIG. 2  Environmental Learning Opportunities in the Curriculum 27

TABLE 1 Questionnaire with Variables Grouped According to the

                  Curriculum Elements 49

ANNEXURES

ANNEXURE 1:  The Questionnaire            106

ANNEXURE 2:  Approval in Respect of Request to Conduct

 Research – G.D.E            114

ANNEXURE 3:  Approval in Respect of Request to Conduct

      Research – District D2 117


	Title page
	Declaration
	Acknowledgements
	Abstract
	Contents

