ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A number of people inspired me in carrying out this project. It is more or less impossible to
acknowledge everyone who helped in some way. But some need to be singled out.

Dr. M L Snail, my supervisor for reading over my manuscript and making valuable suggestions
which helped in reorganising the dissertation. It was also through his initiative that I encountered
prominent role players in the Burundi crisis. I also thank him for his moral support. His
invaluable critique also helped forge my ideas in organising this dissertation. Professor Greg
Cuthbertson, Chair of the Department of History and my joint supervisor, read the manuscript
again and again, making critical suggestions and stylistic changes which have gone a long way
towards reshaping and restructuring my research. The History Department at UNISA kindly
provided financial support, without which I could not have completed this study. Here Professor
G.C. Cuthbertson and Dr. F.A. Mouton were most instrumental. Ms. Cecile Jooste, lecturer
in the Department of History at UNISA, contributed enormously to this project. I am
particularly grateful for her technical, moral and financial support in the realisation of the project.

Special mention must also be made of Ms Mary-Lynn Suttie and Ms. Hleziphi Napaai, subject
librarians at UNISA, for their insight, suggestions about sources and their frequent updates on
the availability of material on the subject. I also owe a great debt of gratitude to Ms. Zodwa
Ramafalo, the Librarian at the Africa Institute of South Africa, for her tireless efforts in searching
for sources on Burundi. I would like to express my gratitude to Professor René Lemarchand
of the Africa Studies Centre of the University of Florida for his advice and source material. I
also wish to acknowledge the United States Institute of Peace for permission to reproduce part
of the Arusha Peace and Reconciliation Accord for Burundi and the Economist Intelligence Unit
in London for permission to reproduce the map.

I would also like to extend special acknowledgement to my family in Cameroon, especially my
late mother, Mrs Forche Elizabeth, my father Forche Danile Achu, Mr Cho Denis Achu, Bafri
Gerard Achu, Miss FriNek Nancy Achu, Achu Honorine, Achu Jocelyn, Vhagalala Sarinah and
to late Njei Allen-Yves Achu. Your prayers and inspiration have been invaluable throughout my
research. of Burundi and Rwanda.

I am in no small way grateful to the Snail family - Mrs Snail, Sizwe Snail and the rest of the
family for their encouragement and co-operation.

