



















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































CHAPTER 5.

polygamy) was a sacred Xhosa institution and the protection of
women and children underlay the whole system of sexual rituals.38
It was thus easy both for traditional and westernized Xhosa women
to affiliate to the CC.WCTU.

The feminist ideals of the Purity Campaign were more
difficult to achieve than the sexual ones because even within
Christian church groups, Xhosa men demanded women’'s subservience.
Yet the CC.WCTU reported in 1898 that "large numbers"” of Xhosa
women had joined the Purity Campaign even starting their own
White Cross Society57 and by 1897 "five Women’'s Associations with
258 members and four Girls’ Associations with a membershiﬁ of
200 had affiliated to the CC.WCTU" in the Blytheswood district.
New African members also enrolled in Queenstown and Lessyton, but
no figures are recorded.®® Their work was praised by the CC.WCTU
as staunch and enthusiastic and a booklet on the Purity Campaign
was printed in Xhosa.5®

For African women, the path to feminist liberation was
more difficult than for middle-class Whites as they lived in
"double enslavement faced by gender, class, race and
sexuality” .80 Indeed many may have been drawn to the Purity
Campaign because they saw it as an escape from the patriarchal
traditions of their own society.&1

56. Mills, "The Rise of African Nationalism in the Cape
Colony", p.188.

57. CA, A.1696, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 7th Annual Convention,
18968, pp.51-52.

58. CA, A.1698, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 9th Annual Convention,
1898, pp.B3-64.

59 CA, A.1698, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 6th Annual Convention,
pp.40-43.

B0. Tierney, Women's Studies Encyclopedia, Vol.I, pp.42-43.

81. Walker, Homen and Gender in South Africa to 1945, (Cape Town,
David Philip, 1880), p.252.
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CHAPTER 5

5.4. The Campsaign against the CDA, 1894-1898

In 1894 the CC.WCTU was pleased to note that owing to its

increased efforts a great deal of interest was shown in fighting
to repeal the CDA. Although the Union was an organization for
women run by women, a man who was prepared to teach his son the
equal gender standard of morality was permitted to become an
honorary member of the CC.WCTU. Hale sympathizers were asked to
present petitions to the Cape Parliament.®2 On learning that a
men’ s society in Holland visited brothels to reséue “fallen men",
the CC.WCTU challenged its male honorary members to do the
same . B3

One CC.WCTU honorary member was James Rose-Innes (discussed
earlier for his support of the Union’'s temperance activities),
and he submitted a Bill to raise the Age of Consent®4 His
original Bill intended to raise it from 12 to 16 but a powerful
anti-feminist faction in the Cape Parliament, headed by Cecil
Rhodes, contested it and there was a compromise on the age of 14
vears. Rhodes, who believed women should have no rights at all,
exemplified the kind of male against whom the CC.WCTU waged
outright war. He initially insisted that the age of 12 ysars
remain as "the class of girls" emploved in "up-country homes”
would be empowered to take advantage and to press charges of rape
on employers if was it raised.®&5

The CDA was repealed in Britain in 1888, but by 1894 the

CC.WCTU had still had no favourable response to its many
petitions. As had happened with the Temperance Campaign, the

82. CA, A.1696, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 5th Annusl Copnvention,
1884, p.17.

83. Ibid., p.18.

B4. Ibid., p.37.

85. Tindall, James Rose-Innes, p.101.
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slow progress of the Purity Campaign taught the CC.WCTU to become
resilient, not to concede defeat, and to exert even more pressure
on Parliament.®8

The many petitions of the CC.WCTU demonstrated that women
were beginning to band together to demand their rights. The
CC.HWCTU felt it had succeeded in this to some extent when a
Select Committee was appointed to investigate the CDA and it
forwarded a copy of its report to the CC.WCTU.B7 In 18896 the
CC.WCTU was delighted that a Bill to amend the first part of the
CDA had passed its second reading and claimed that the Union’s
campaign had contributed to this amendment.®®

Informing the public obliged CC.WCTU members to speak openly
on sexual matters, and The Cape Times regularly published
articles on repealing the CDA written by the CC.WCTU.82 The name
of the CC.WCTU thus became well known as a women s organization
bold enough publicly to address matters of social taboo and also
to strive for equality for women. Not all CC.WCTU Unions were
equally hard-working or enthusiastic: of the twenty-three
Unions only fourteen were actively involved in the Purity
Campaign. The most enthusiastic were those at Stellenbosch run
by Emma Murray and the Blythewood Union in the Transkei.?0

The CC.WCTU did not have an easy task. Although the organisa-

tion grew it did so erratically, six unions being formed in 1885,
{(Colesberg, Murraysburg, Tarkastad, Whittlesea, King Williams
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B66. CA, A.1896, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 5th Annual Convention,
1894, p.21.
67. Ibid., p.52.

68. CA, A.1898, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 6th Annual Convention,
1895, p.24.
69. Ibid., p.13.

70. CA, A.1696, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 8th Annual Convention,
1897, pp.30-33.
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Town, East London, Burghersdorp and Aliwal North), but two closed
down.71 It relied on outside assistance particularly from the
Salvation Army. The CC.WCTU publicized its links with the
British and Continental Federation for the Abolition of State
Regulation of Vice and the British Oriental Home Federation,
to show the international importance of the Purity Campaign.?2

To maintain international links, Emma Murray attended the
WHCTU Convention in London in 1895 where she met purity workers
from many other countries who promised to aid the CC.WCTU in the
repeal of the CDA. The British and Continental Association for
the Abolition of Vice provided the CC.WCTU with publicity
pamphlets and these were despatched to church ministers of every
denomination who were asked to preach on the subject.7?3

In addition to practical work, the CC.WCTU tried to free its
members from the constraints of male-ordered social behaviour.
Less enthusiastic Unions which were alleged to "suffer from
excessive modesty", were reprimanded and told that "none have the
right to adopt that ‘modest violet’ attitude which is becoming,
or at least permissible in private life" .74 The motto of the
CC.WCTU was always to “"agitate, organise and educate”, even on
"difficult and delicate" subjects.?75 The CC.WCTU tried to raise
women’ s consciousness by persuading them that their individual
problems of male repression were shared by all women and that
they had to overcome them by joining forces, voicing their
difficulties jointly and then fighting for political equality
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71. CA, A.1696, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 8th Annual Convention,
1895, p.17.

72. Ibid., p.21.

73. CA, A.1698, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 7th Annual Convention,
1888, pp.50-51.

74 . 1Ibid., pp.29-30.

75. Ibid., p.52.
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at all levels.78

To have any effect it was imperative that women obtain
the franchise. However, the Purity Campaign was so contro-
versial that even some sympathetic members of parliament were
reluctant to put the CC.WCTU's demands forward for fear of losing
votes. The CC.WCTU believed that the sole remedy was that women
obtain the vote and put women’'s issues to the fore.

The CC.WCTU was disappointed that all women did not rally
to the cause. Lack of interest was ascribed to women being
poorly educated about their "just rights". Ignorance was common
and even women ratepayers were unaware of their right to wvote in
municipal elections. The CC.WCTU aimed to rectify this by
training women to vote for councillors sympathetic to local
women 's causes, including the Purity Campaign, in the hope that
any positive results achieved would spur women on to press for
the franchise.77

Powerful men remained unsympathetic. To the CC.WCTU it was
unfathomable that Prime Minister Sprigg and most of his cabinet
refused to raise the Age of Consent and repeal the CDA. The
CC.WCTU called them "unnatural fathers" and "hypocrites”, who
would be the first to be upset if their 14 year old daughters
were sexually molested. If the leader of the Colony was not
prepared to protect his own daughters, the CC.WCTU considered the
entire Cape Government to be corrupt and women to be in resal
danger. Despite its English, imperialist loyalties, the
CC.WCTU commended Paul Kruger’ 's conservative government in the

Transvaal for being "god-fearing and just". There was no CDA in

76. Tierney, Women's Studies Encyclopedia, Vol.I, p.75.

77. CA, A.1696, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 7th Annual Convention
1896, pp.54-55.
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the Transvaal and Paul Kruger wished to stop the practice of
prostitution throughout the Transvaal.?®

The hostile attitude of Cape politicians resulted in twenty-
nine petitions from the CC.WCTU to the Cape Parliament, and the
circulation of purity literature on a large scale among the
public. Copies of the pamphlet written by the initiator of the
Campaign against the CDA, Saul Solomon, were also circulated
among parliamentarians to remind them how long this campaign had
been waged and that it was initiated by a man who was greatly
respected for his integrity among his peers.7%®

In line with its taking up issues which were just beginning
to surface in the Victorian era, the Purity Campaign included the
prevention of cruelty to animals. CC.WCTU members were asked
not to follow fashion by wearing feathers to decorate their hats
because this inflicted “pain or destruction on birds of plumage”
merely for personal adornment.®0 Thus members had to be prepared
not only to protest against male society customs, but even to
confront other women on certain issues.

Women's liberation included clothing design and as early as
1883, Union members were encouraged to free themselves from
social conventions by discarding corsets which injured the body
and trailing skirts which gathered germs.®l Members were
encouraged to take up cycling which was not considered by many
to be a pastime for a "lady", because it was feared "that the
bicycle would lead women into prostitution and the bicycle seat

78. CA, A.1898, vol.2/2, Minuntes of the 8th Annnal Convention,
1887, pp.14-15.

79. Ibid., p.49.

80. CA, A.1898, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 9th Apnual Convention,
1888, p.11.

81. CA, A.1898, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 4th Annual Convention,
1893, pp.57-58.
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would be women’'s moral downfall”. Frances Willard head of the
WCTU also a member of the feminist Health Care Movement, believed
that women would only reach their full potential with a healthy
body .82

By 18898 the Purity Campaign despite a lack of practical
legal progress, enjoyed considerable support and the largest
number of petitions in the history of the CC.WCTU were presented
to Parliament in that year, and it gained - for the first time -
the support of all Christian denominations.®3

The CC.WCTU took up what is now a crucial feminist concern,
by objecting to women being used in nude or semi-nude photographs
for advertising and in pornographic literature.®4 These pictures
denigrated women, putting them forward as "a subject class" .85
With no official vote or power to change sexual laws and custonms,
women were urged to use whatever power they had, and to give boys
and girls identical sex education in order that boys grew up to
respect women.B6

Like modern feminists, the CC.WCTU believed in the right

of women to protect themselves and their children from vice and
violence,®?7 and advocated censorship on all films shown in
"bioscopes”. Films portraying nudity and/or violence would

stimulate men to perpetrate crimes on women and female children
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82. Pivar, Purity Crusade, p.176.

83. CA, A.1698, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 10th Annual Convention,
1899, p.37.

84. Humm, Dictionary of Feminist Theory, pp.169-170.

85. CA, A.1696, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 10th Annual Convention,
18939, pp.17-18.

86. CA, A.1696, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 11th Annual Convention,
1802, p.35.

B87. Jacklyn Cock, Colonels and Cadreg: War and G i 0
Africa, (Cape Town, Oxford University Press, 1891), p.127.
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as they degraded the female body as a sex object.®® Because of
the CC.HWCTU s consistent campaign against pornography the first
two women appointed to the Bioscope Censorship Board in 1819,
were CP.WCTU members, Emilie Solomon and Mrs Reitz.8®

5.5. The South African War and Union - 1899 to 1914

During the South African War prostitution in the Cape Colony
increased as British and Continental prostitutes flocked into
Cape Town with the troops. This concerned Capetonians greatly
and many prominent citizens urged the Government to introduce
legislation to stop this expansion of prostitution. One town
councillor suggested that brothels be confined to a prescribed
area of the city, where they could operate legally, a stand with
which the CC.WCTU of course disagreed, wanting prostitution to be
declared illegal,®0

The CC.WCTU found an ally when one of its supporters,
William Schreiner, became premier. He introduced legislation
that anyone living off the proceeds of prostitution faced severe
prosecution. Others proposed that the advice of pimps and
brothel owners should be sought to.stem prostitution, which the
CC.WCTU maintained was an insult to women’'s integrity whom they
felt knew just as much about the prostitution law as did any man
- indeed, in the case of the CC.WCTU, probably a good deal more.
Such actions proved to the CC.WCTU that women were held in
contempt in that the advice of criminals was sought above that of
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88. CA, A.1696, vol.2/2, Minutes of the Executive Committee
Meeting, March 20 1911, p.1.

89. CA, A.702, J. Solly, "Pre51dent1al Address to the NCW"
reprinted from the South African Woman's Weekly,, November
22 1823.

90. CA, A.1898, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 11th Annual Convention,
1902, p.35.
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law~abiding citizens, simply because they were women,h®1l
The end of the War did not see the cessation of

prostitution, indeed a report from the Port Elizabeth WCTU showed
that child prostitution was increasing.®2 In addition, pimps and
brothel owners were not being prosecuted under the Act passed in
1902 for the Suppression of Betting Houses, Gaming Houses and
Brothels, and the CC.WCTU openly accused the police of accepting
bribes from pimps and brothel owners.©3

A new, dynamic, head of the Purity Department was appointed.
This was Mary Brown who included among her mentors and personal
friends, the initiators of the British Purity Campaign, Josephine
Butler and Ellice Hopkins.®4 Her friend Emily Hobhouse
travelled widely in South Africa and did much to promote the aims
of the Purity Campaign and suffrage.®% Another friend was Olive
Schreiner, who proved to be an asset to the CC.WCTU’'s Purity
Campaign.®8 During a visit to England in 1885, Schreiner
campaigned against the CDA.®7 She believed in eguality in ;
marriage, sexual norms and the prevention of male promiscuity.®®
Although she was sympathetic to the Boer cause in the South
African War, Schreiner campaigned for peace at the women’s anti-
war congresses in Graaff-Reinet and Somerset East in 1900.9%9

When the CC.WCTU introduced the Purity and Peace Campaigns into
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82. CA, A.18886, vol.2/3, ﬁ;nniﬁsmgi"Lhﬁwléih_AnnnglngnxﬁnL;Qa
1905, p.33.

93 Ibid., p.44.

94. The White Ribban, September, 1928, p.7.

85. Angela James and Nina Hills, eds., Mrs John Brown,
(London, John Murray, 1837), p.124.

868. Ibid., p.115.

897. First & Scott, Qlive Schreiner, p.148.

88. Banks, ihﬁmﬁlﬂﬁxanhiaalmuigzignaxx_gimaxitish*Egminiixa,
p.178 99.

99. First & Scott, Olive Schreiner, p.246.
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the WEL, Schreiner pledged support.100
Schreiner s high political profile enabled her to do "a

great deal of personal work amongst members of Parliament" to
spread the cause of these campaigns and lobby for suffrage. As
a popular author she drew women to her lectures on women’'s rights
and was able to hold more "large drawing room meetings" than
other leaders of the CC.WCTU and WEL.101 Her verdict on the
progress of the WEL in 1909, was that "we are doing splendidly in
Cape Town".102

Mary Brown was a factor in this progress. Her work in
England with the BTWA had been among factory girls and she drew
working-class women in Cape Town into the Purity and Suffrage
Campaigns.103 She beliesved, as did all members of the CC.WCTU,
that poor and working class women were the victims of government
legalized prostitution under the CDA and also vulnerable to
blackmail and bribery from the police.104 Brown's efforts earned
her a place on the Select Committee of the Cape Parliament on the
repeal of the CDA, which was appointed in 1907.10S5

Mary Brown began sex education courses for mentally
retarded girls and their parents. A home was established by the
CC.WCTU for unmarried pregnant mentally retarded girls. Brown
also involved the CC.WCTU in finding adequate accommodation,
better working conditions and the moral upliftment of "native
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100. SAL, SABP.15, Pamphlets of the South African Peace and
Arbitration Society, J. Solly, The Growth of an Idea, p.4.

101. SAL, SABP.15, Solly, The Growth of an Idea, p.Z2.

102. SAL, MSC.28, The Olive Schreiner Manuscript Collection,
File, 2.2.0, Letter 0. Schreiner to Lady Rose-Innes,
July 6 1809.

103. CA, A.1898, vol.2/3, MHinutes of the 15th Annual Convention,
1906, p.22.

104. Tierney, Women's Studies Encvclopedia, Vol.I, p.293.

105. CA, A.1698, vol.2/3, Minutes of the 16th Annual Convention,
1907, p.38.
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female servants" who came from rurél areas to seek work in urban
areas. 108

Through Brown’'s persistence, three CP.WCTU members were
appointed to the Parliamentary Commission on the CDA in 1812,
having travelled throughout South Africa for ten months gathering
their evidence for the Commission.197 Although the CDA was not
repealed, the Commission itself was a great triumph for the
CP.WCTU because this was the first occasion that three women were
appointed to an official commission.108

In 1812, a branch of the International Society of State
Regulation of Vice was formed in South Africa and three CP.WCTU
members were appointed to its council. This Society had
attracted many feminists in Great Britain because it had a "more
militant way ... a demand for sexual autonomy".102 As these were
issues addressed by the CP.WCTU since its inception in 1888,
membership of this Society was a reinforcement of the CP.WCTU's
Purity Campaign and a means of spreading its message to more
women.

The CP.WCTU did not abandon its fight to raise the Age of
Consent to 16, and Emilie Solomon appealed to the 1814 Cape Town
congress of the National Council of Women of South Africa,
(NCW),110 to adopt this cause. Solomon’s appeal resulted in a
deputation of fourteen women’'s associations all affiliated to the
NCW (which consisted of English speaking South African women’'s
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106. CA, A.16968, vol.2/3, Minutes of the 21st Annual Convention,
1911, p.ll..

107. The White Ribban, November, 1812, p.10.

108. James & Hills, Mrs John Brown, pp.133-135.

108. Barbara Caine, Victoriasn Feminists, (New York, Oxford
University Press, 1892), pp.257-258.

110. Deborah Steinstra. Women’'s Movements: International
(Organizations,(Hampshire, London, Macmillan Press Ltd.,
1884), p.48.
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societies including the CP.WCTU), and the leading Afrikaans
women’'s organization, the ACVV, approaching the Minister of
Justice to raise the Age of Consent. | However, despite this show
of female solidarity the Minister offered only empty promises as
the Cabinet was "overburdened".111 To the delegates it was just
another indication of the unimportance of the affairs of women

and how little power women had to alter laws.

5.8 The Campaign for a wider field of employment,
1894 to 1925,

Rebuffs such as these strengthened the CP.WCTU s resolve to
fight for suffrage. There was concern, however, in some
quarters that women were focusing on suffrage as the peak of
feminine attainment. The CP.WCTU warned that although the vote
was a vital part of equality, there were other issues ﬁs urgent. .
One of these was "freedom for women to develop along their own
lines and to use the qualities of mind and body they possess as
they deem best" .112

One of the ways to achieve this was to expand employment
opportunities for women and this arose from the Purity Campaign.
The CC.WCTU wanted prostitutes and other women taken into custody
to be placed under the guard of females and as early as 1894,
began a campaign for the introduction of police matrons.113 Their
concern was that many female prisoners were sexually abused by
their male guards. However, if the women complained, the word
of the warder was taken in preference to that of the prisoner.114

In 1898 the CC.WCTU resolved to work for better paid
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111. The White Ribbon, August, 1814, p.2.
112. Ibid., March, 1915, p.4.

113. CA, A.18696, vol.2/2, Minutes of the 5th Anpusl Convention,
1894, p.24.

114. Tierney, Yomen's Studies Encyclopedia, Vol.I, p.258.
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employment for working class-women, maintaining that they only

resorted to prostitution because

employment and even if they could,

they preferred prostitution as a better paid trade.

they could find no other
remuneration was so low that

The CC.WCTU

believed that women had a right to "retain their personal

independence"” and that,

women,

this was threatened by financial insecurity.

especially in the case of the lower-class

The CC.HWCTU

therefore campaigned for better employment opportunities, wages

and working conditions for women.

115

In order to provide employment the CC.WCTU linked up with

the National Vigilance Committee
accommodation and employment for
Britain to the Cape Colony. The
employment for these women whiéh
independence" . 118

In 1898 the CC.WCTU scored a
have female matrons appointed in

concluded.

objective.

in Britain to find suitable
young women emigrating from
CC.UWCTU tried to find suitable

would assure their “personal

victory when the campaign to

the Cape Colony was successfully

The appointment of police women became the next

This would put an end to policemen dragging

“struggling, screaming women” through the‘streets in the procéss

of arrest.117

During World War I because many of the male police

enlisted,

the CP.WCTU increased the pressure on municipalities to

employ police womenl1l1l® In December 1915 there was some success as

three police women were appointed in Cape Town,

115. CA, A.1898, vol.2/2,
1898, p.11.

118. Ibid., p.12.

117. Ibid., p.B2.

118. The White Ribbon, April,

1915,

but the Cape Town

-~ — - " W~ . o— -

p.5.
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WCTU did not consider these sufficient. 118 However, an
application for femsle voluntary police patrols was also granted
and by June 1915 there were thirty-five volunteer paﬁrols
reporting weekly to a Police Board. 120

The Police Patrol Board decided to pay volunteer women
patrols for their services.121 In an ironic twist, Frederic
Creswell, MP for Troyeville, objected to women patrols as they
were so "narrow minded", innocent people were arrested for
soliciting, a charge which in the past years the CP.WCTU had
brought against male police authoritieé.l22 In 1923, Bishop
Lavis, Archbishop of Cape Town, supported by the CP.WCTU, held a
public meeting to urge the authorities to appoint more women
patrols of "all colours and creeds"” to emulate those started by
the CP.WCTU in 1915.123

During the war the CP.WCTU collected funds for a hostel at
Kirstenbosch to house women who were to be trained as
professional gardeners. Dr Bertha Stoneman of the CP.WCTU began
these gardening classes at the Huguenot Seminary.124 It seemed
that attitudes towards women had begun to change because of their
wartime contribution and the famct that the war increased
opportunities for women s employment.125 The CP.HCTU took every
advantage of increasing the opportunities for voluntary and
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119. CA, A.1896, vol.1/1, Minutes of the Executive Committee
Meeting, October 4 1918, pp.3-4.

120. CA, A.702, Julia Solly, "A Plea for Women Police",
The Sauth African Nation, December 12 1925,

121. CA, A.702, "Presidential Address by J. Solly to the NCW",
November 22 1823.

122. CA, SRP 1/3/14 vol. 4, p.283

123. CA, A.702, Solly, A _Plea for HWomen Palice.

124. CA, A.702, "Presidential Address by J. Solly to the NCW",
November 22 1823.

125. Wenborn, The Pictorial History of the U.S.A., p.208.
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professional work for women during the First World War.

The CP.WCTU policy to achieve personal independence for
women, prompted it to help Mary Rolt, the wife of the Dean of
Cape Town, to estabiish a home for educated, unmarried mothers.
While there were homes for lower class working mothers, there was
no institution for typists, nurses or teachers. A day nursery
was attached to this Home as the CP.WCTU wanted these girls to
return to work and support themselves and their children. For
the first time, Jewish girls would be admitted to a Christian
hostel, on the insistence of Mary Brown. Although this can be
seen as a credit to feminist sisterhood crossing these barriers
of religion, it could also be attributed to Brown’'s Jewish
ancestry, discussed in Chapter II. ‘However, she met with no

opposition from within the CP.WCTU.128

5.7. The Repeal of the CDA and Campaign for suffrage, 1916
to 1930,

After the war, the CDA issue was raised again and in 1918
Julia Solly went to Bloemfontein as part of a panel consisting of
six women. There she put forward the CP.WCTU’'s and the NCW’'s
case that there should be "no sex bias" in the examination and
treatment of sexual or other diseases.127 When the amended
Health Act, No.36 of 1918, was promulgated the new wording read:
"Every person” who suspected that "he" had venereal disease was
liable to report for medical treatment or face prosecution.
Males would now be liable to prosecution if they did not follow
up initial treatment and would be confined in a "special
hospital” until cured. The old Lock Hospital system for females

126. James & Hills, Mrs John Brown, p.159.
127. CA, A.702 Statement by Julia Solly on the Health Bill,
on behalf of the RCW and the CP.WCTU, Bloemfontein, 1818.
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only was repealed and "any female over the age of 12 years can
seek to be examined, by a woman medical practitioner"”.12®
Act 38 of 1919 was a milestone in the work of the CP.WCTU.

Although it is unreasonable to claim that this organization was
solely responsible, it had certainly played a major role.
However, and somewhat ironically, the CP.WCTU was not entirely
happy with Act 36 of 1919, maintaining that compulsory inspection
for all meant that women would still be victimized because men
controlled the health services and police force. Inspection of
women was still an outrage in itself and the clause on the right
to a woman doctor was a farce because there were so few.128

With the repeal of the CDA, the CP.WCTU formulated new
Purity Campaign goals and intensified its focus on welfare and
female employment opportunities. In her address as candidate for
the municipal elections of 1918, Julia Solly promised: "certified
midwives, female sanitary and health inspectors, food inspection,
adequate removal and destruction of refuse, children’s play-
grounds, public music, extension of women patrols, housing
reforms, combating infant mortality"” and “no liquor".130

The CP.WCTU has been criticized for not being truly
feminist in that it was concerned only with the implications of
the CDA on white prostitutes.131 But the CP.WCTU was not always
racially biased. When the Child Welfare Association
Conference, held in Port Elizabeth in 1922, voted that compulsory
inspection of all Coloured servants be introduced, the CP.WCTU
protested. It recommended instead, free voluntary
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hospitalization of these women and that they should "not be
marked as delingquents of society " but recognized as victims of
poverty and ignorance. The CP.WCTU also strongly protested
against the suggestion that Black women carry passes, stating
that better housing and education rather than passes were needed.
In 1925 the CP.WCTU protested against "one or two municipalities
who want a medical examination of Coloured women and Native women
for venereal disease"”, as this was a "retrograde step back to the
CDA" .132

In 1928 the CP.WCTU =again campaigned to raise the Age of
Consent because of the increase in the number of illegitimate
births. It pressed for laws for compulsory support by the father
and for registration of only the mother’'s name on the child’'s
Birth Certificate to protect the custodial right of the mother.
This was a key issue in the CP.WCTU's suffrasge campaign.133
Despite this organization’s strong Christian moralistic
opposition to premarital sex, its feminist beliefs seem to have
dominated thies issue.

The CP.WCTU regarded prostitution as the product of "man as
a capitalist", who ensured that women were underpaid, dependent,
used as "the private property of man" and had "little or no
access to production and sources”. Although the CP.WCTU was not
Marxist, it believed that prostitution had an "economic root"”.134

Socialism was not a new concept to the CP.WCTU. Frances
Willard, an early leader, had emphasized "the relationship
between temperance women on the one hand and labour and socialism
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on the other".135 Socialism was one of the tenets of the WWCTU
and the BTWA as both the Temperance and Purity Campaigns hinged
on social reform.138 Therefore, although official CP.WCTU policy
supported no political party, it in fact championed the Labour
Party. Despite its predominantly middle~class membership it
encouraged women to believe in socialism, because the CP.WCTU

maintained that "in every other country where women are
enfranchised it is the Labour Party (under wvarious names) that
has supported them throughout"”.137 When the Labour Party came to
power in Britain in 1924, the CP.WCTU expected the Labour Party
in South Africa to follow suit, hoping that CP.WCTU policies of
social upliftment would be endorsed and that the Labour Party
would grant women suffrage.

When suffrage was granted to White South African women in
1930, (as discussed in Chapter 4), the CP.WCTU drew up a list of
proposed voting issues in which feminist issues predominated.

The Age of Consent at 18 was considered "only nominal"” and women
should demand the rehoval of loopholes used by men in the

past to avoid prosecution for sexual abuse of minors. There were
still not enough women in the police force and women should
demand equal pay for equal work in every sector of commerce and
industry. The rights of the unmarried mother and the divorcee
must be protected and equal guardianship of children made law.138
The Purity Campaign of the CP.WCTU therefore fought for, and
achieved, more feminist goals than did its Temperance Campaign.

While the time for feminism had arrived, the time of

135. Tyrrell, Woman's World/Woman's Empire, p.242.
136. Ibid., pp.247-251.

137. The White Ribbon, 1929, p.7.
138. Ibid., December, 1930, pp.3-4.
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evangelism had passed and the CP.WCTU failed to impose its
standards of Christian morality either on prostitutes or the Cape
public. While prostitutes rebelled against the CDA, and never
seem to have been protested against the CC.WCTU’'s efforts to
"save” them, as Tyrrell points out, the fact that prostitution
continued to flourish meant that these women did not see them-
selves as "séxual victims" and wanted to practice prostitution.
The CC/CP.WCTU fought for women’'s rights but, like other
temperance and purity workers, was oblivious to the rights of
prostitutes to choose their lifestyle and the right of any woman
to sexual freedom.140

The WCTU started the campaign for men and women to conform
to an equal sexual standard, that of Christian purity, but by
1930, women everywhere began to demand the same sexual freedom
enjoyed by men, whsther in heterosexual or homosexual relation-
ships. 41 The CP.WCTU also prescribed fidelity, marriage and
children, and Christian morality.142

Thus, while the Purity Campaign in many respects shows
clear indications of a growing recognition of women’'s rights, the
CP.WCTU still saw these within a strong Christian ethical frame-
work. The link to the Victorian age had not yet been broken and
the CP . WCTU did not keep pace with modern feminism.
139. Van Heyningen, “Public Health”, p.408.
140. Tyrrell, ‘s HWorld
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jigd

, PP.219-220.

187



CONCLIUSTON

This dissertation has explained how the CC/CP.WCTU
contributed towards Christian evangelism, the ideals of
temperance and sexual morality, as well as the female franchi=ze
in the Cape Colony from 18839 to 1930. However, the greatest
achievement of the CC/CP.WCTU was in its promotion of feminism in
the Cape Colony. This said, it must also be recognized thst none
of its achievements was an unqualified success.

With regard to (Christian) evangelism, as discussed in
Chapter 1, the CC.WCTU principally attracted members who were
already committed Christians. The CC/CP.WCTU was thersfore not
an innovative reforming, religious force, but it nevertheless
welded Protestant women together into a pressure group. In other
words, Christianity formed a strong bond for cohesion among women
with similar religious and moral values.

Conversely, this overt Protestsnt proselytizing deterred
people not attached to churches from joining the Union. Thus the
CC/CP.WCTU was never able to present a united Christian front to
fight for its causes. There i= no doubt that, in many respects,
this was an extremely difficult, if not impossible goal to
achieve.

The s=ame difficulty can be seen in the CC/CP.WCTU’'s attempts
to reach all sections of the population with messages of
Temperance and Purity which were associated with "fanatical"1l
Protestant women. Added to this was the strong loyalty to
British imperialism, the implications of which were explored in
Chapter 2. Political preference within the CC/CP.WCTU not only

made religion a barrier to campaigning for Temperance and Purity

- - - - 1.k e . o T " V> o-"> ], $oon 7 o oot oot ot oot o ot ol M Ml Mo St " o~ _—- . o —_——" —— Do~ T o " oo -~ - —_—

1. G.1-"90, Minutes of the Liguor lLaws Commission, 1888-91, p.78.
168



but erected cultural and political difficulties as well.

As a result of these factors the Temperance and Purity
Campaigns did not have the impact on the Cape Colony which was
envisaged by the CC/CP.WCTU. As argued in Chapters 3 and 4 there
were significant alterations in the liguor laws in favour of
temperance, but the WWCTU ideal of total prohibition was never
achieved in the Cape Colony. Banning tobacco and drug abuse were
aims of the Temperance Campaign which consistently met with
resistance from the Cape Colonial or Union Governments.

The Purity Campaign’'s outresch programme to redeem
prostitutes and enforce an equal standard code of moral conduct
on both sexes, as examined in Chapter 5, was also not entirely
successful. Again, one of the main causes for failure was the
rigid ethical code set by the CC/CP.WCTU which did not attract
many members and supporters from a lower-class background or from
a non-Christian religion.

However, the real achievement of the CC/CP.WCTU was in
arousing the collective conéciousness of its members to the
social, political, legal and economic inequality of women. As
Tyrrell points out, WCTU policies are riddled with paradoxes,
which worked both for and against its goals.2 Christian ideology
empowered the CC/CP.WCTU with the belief that it would succeed in
its goals, as part of a divine plan even when faced by repeated
failures. The Union therefore attracted dedicated Christians
whose faith encouraged a positive attitude towards their own
personal capabilities in steering their organization towards
success and which resulted in a strong leadership, as discussed

in Chapter 2.

2. Tyrrell, Homan's’ ' World/Woman's Empire, p.9.



Another weakness, although also a strength, was the
unshakeable confidence in the virtues of enforcing middle-class
standards. Middle-class values fostered educational programmes
to open higher and more varied education for girls and to educate
women from the lower classes in elementary health rules.
Eventually these expanded into well organized campaigns for
better housing and health services. The great concern for the
improvement of health, social welfare and educational facilities
for women led to a desire to elevate the status of all women in
the Cape Colony and empower them by obtaining suffrage. It is
this which makes the CC/CP.WCTU part of the "first wave”
feminist movement.?3

Feminism includes the right of every woman toc choose her
own life style, the prerogative to run a home, raise children,
engage in outside interests and have a career where she will be
entitled to remuneration equal to any man employed in a similar
capacity.% Importantly the CC/CP.WCTU was the first women’s
organization in the Cape Colony which encouraged women to seek
higher wages, and campmigned for better working conditions for
women factory workers, servants, office workers and shop
assistants. Creches and day care facilities were started to care
for children of working mothers from all classes. The Union
also presented hundreds of petitions and organised many
deputations to the Cape Parliament, Municipal Councils, Licensing
Courts and any other authorities that could further its causes.
The CC/CP.WCTU was therefore an active feminist group.5

As has been said, the CC/CP.WCTU believed that women should

3. Humm, The Dictionary of Feminist Theory, p.78.

4, Tierney, Homen's Studies Encyclopedia, Vol.I, p.75.
5. Ibid., p.138.
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enter the work place and compete with men in any field. 1In this
respect, because of its well educated middle-class leadership,
feminist members were encouraged to attempt to break into the
male professional preserve of doctors and lawyers.

As discussed in Chapter 2, the CC/CP.WCTU participated in
numerous social activities, managed their homes, reared children,
taught and nursed but they also defied the conventional image of
the "Victorian lady"” who remained within the confines of her
home, except for the occasional charitable expedition and who did
not express an opinion of her own in public. Due to its new
wave approach, the CC/CP.WCTU encouraged women to explore the
WWCTU s "Do-Everything-Policy" in order to discover new facets
of their character. In this way the Union broadened the scope
of women’ s experience and provided self-confidence by showing
members how to speak in public and canvas support from the
public.

CC/CP.WCTU members who participated in the more controversial
campaigns, i.e. purity, employment rights and female suffrage, as
argued in Chapter 5, publicly made the point that women were no
longer prepared to accept their inferior status in the Cape
Colony. This was 8 significant achievement. Members were
encouraged to participate in municipal elections. Eventually
women members were elected on Hospital and School Boards and
Municipal Councils.

Despite its conservatism the CC/CP.WCTU also broks the
social conventions of the time by encouraging its members to take
part in cycling and other sporting activities and even to dress
in less restrictive clothing. The CC/CP.WCTU also advocated that

women control their own bodies and minds. They thus challenged
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directly the Vietorian male!perception of helpless, hysterical
females, unable to manage their own lives or sexuality.

Although the Purity Campaign did not aim to grant women the same
sexual freedom as males, their attack on prostitution was indeed
a feminist advance. Women sought sexual equality and demanded
that men share the same status of sexual purity they had enforced
upon women.

As shown in Chapter 5, a woman worker for the CC/CP.WCTU
Purity Campaign was obliged to discuss sexual subjects which
were normally taboo. And by her involvement with prostitutes,
she no longer led the sheltered l1ife of ignorance on social
circumstances or sexual matters which the "respectable middle-
class woman" did. The CC/CP.WCTU was the first women’'s
organization in the Cape Colony to liberate women in their ways
of thinking and speaking about both personal and social sexual
issues. In this way it introduced a strong feminist element
into the Cape Colony.®

Most important in this regard was the Suffrage Campaign of
the CC/CP.WCTU. The Union s strategy of using suffrage as a
part of the programme to abolish slcohol and sexual vice
succeeded in encouraging conservative middle-class women to work
for the franchise, at that time a controversial issue.
Therefore, the CC.WCTU was the first women’ s organization in the
Cape Colony to encourage its members to challenge male propriety
and custom in order to empower women.

It is important to note that the CC/CP.WCTU was the only
WCTU Union in South Africa which consistently attempted to obtain

women s suffrage for all races. As argued in Chapter 5, the
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CC.WCTU s greatest achievement towards feminist goals was the
establishment of the Women’'s Enfranchisement League in 1907

which was the first suffrage organization in the Cape Colony open
t§ women of all races.

o Suffrage was granted only to White women in 1830 but the
failure to obtain a racially free suffrage was not the fault of
ths CP.WCTU. The national women 's enfranchisement movement
concentrated entirely on the White vote and as shown in Chapter
5, the CP.WCTU was the only organization canvassing for a vote
for Coloured and African women.

As has become clear in the course of this dissertation,
there are many contradictions and paradoxes in the principles of
the CC/CP.WCTU. Although they prefigure many of the tenets upon
which modern feminism is based, the Union was a by-product of
Victorian culture and must be seen within that historical
context. Although temperance and other social issues confronted
by the CC/CP.WCTU are still extremely relevant, they could not,
today, form a feminist platform.

It is also useful to reflect upon a view which could
regard these CC/CP.WCTU establishment women as a strong social
current which undermined some crucial Victorian values while yet
upholding others. To some degree they were campaigning for the
abolition of the very society of which they were part, and in
~ which (in many respects) they felt so at home. As wsell as a
feminist study, this examination of the CC/CP.WCTU finds a home
in Victorian studies.

In evaluating the contributions of the CC/CP.WCTU to the
feminist cause, the greatest and most lasting achievement was in

gaining some ground in political and socisl equality for women by
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1930. The CC/CP.WCTU was the first organization to work towards
equalizing the social, legal, economic and political status of
women in the Cape Coldny. The CC/CP.WCTU brought feminist
concepts to the Cape Colony and fostered them for forty-one
vyears. Even after suffrage had been granted to White women in
1930, the CP.WCTU continued to work for the rights of all women.
The CC/CP.WCTU must be credited with contributing in a positive
and constructive way to the advancement of feminism in South

Africa.
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A DISCUSSTON OF THE SOURCES.

Very little research has been done on the history of the
Woman s Christian Temperance Union of the Cape Colony/Cape
Province either in the United States or South Africa. Ian
Tyrrell has written the only book on the United States
organization, while some of the records of the Union in the Cape
have found a place in the work of Elizabeth van Heyningen and
Cheryl Walker.

Information on the leaders and on the ordinary members of
the CC/CP .WCTU is scarce both in the files in the Cape Archives
and the Union’s newspapér, The White Ribbon. The Huguenot
Seminary Collection, however, & rich collection of letters,
diaries and articles, provides valuable insight into the personal
opinions of some of the leaders, on temperance, purity, their
colleagues in the CC/CP.WCTU, women’'s rights and even Victorian
daily life in a British Colony.

Although the Executive Committee Meeting Minutes in the
Women's Christian Temperance Union archival collection are
handwritten and thus an important primary source, they are fairly
brief and give little detail. I have therefore had to make use
of the extensive and informative printed Minutes of the Annual

Conventions and The White Ribbon. The Minutes are also useful as
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a more general source reflecting the outlook of middle-class,
English-speaking Protestant, women in the Cape.

The ¥hite Ribbon provides an insight into the changes in
women s lives brought about by the First World War and the
advancement of technology. Although dealing principally with
Union affairs, many of the broader issues which are emphasized

are those which affected all women at that time.
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