
SUMMARY

The purpose of this study is to analyse the role of the Organisation of African Unity

(OAU) as an international governmental organisation in regional co-operation and

stability from 1963 until 2000. It is also aims to evaluate the OAU’s success or failure as

the initiator of African unity and the driver of regional co-operation and stability in

Africa within political, economic and social spheres. As background, the motivation for

the study is discussed and the problem is stated. From this, research questions are

formulated, and objectives identified. Three hypotheses are formed, which the study

aimed to prove.

The range of core theoretical foundations, concepts, characteristics, theories, approaches

and classifications are examined in detail as foundations for an understanding and

evaluation of the role of the OAU. Regional organisations as a phenomenon are also

studied in-depth with reference to their nature, meaning and historical origins. Inter-state

relations in the international community are theoretically explored, as well as the position

and potential of regionalism within international public administration. Concepts,

characteristics, types and functions of regional organisations and the role of co-operation,

sovereignty and supra-nationalism in regional co-operation are covered.

Following this, a study is made of the historical origins, nature and character of Pan-

Africanism and the evolution of the OAU. Based on the structural-functional approach,

the nature and essential characteristics of the organisation are analysed, with reference to

its structures, and the tasks of the Secretary-General and its various commissions. In

addition, the former relationship between the OAU and the UN is also highlighted.

The role of the OAU is evaluated as a regional organisation involved in the establishment

of regional co-operation in Africa in the political, economic, cultural and social spheres.

The study concludes with an evaluative synthesis of its findings, proposals and

conclusions.



The OAU is found to have been successful in certain regards, but in others, it failed to

attain its primary purpose: to forge unity on the continent and to create co-operation

among states. Its successor, the African Union could learn some valuable lessons from

the OAU’s history.

KEY TERMS

African Union, Confederalism, Development, Federalism, Functionalism, International

Governmental Organisation, International Public Administration, Organisation,

Organisation of African Unity, Pan-Africanism, Regional co-operation, Regional

grouping, Sovereignty, Stability, Structure, Supra-nationalism, African unity.


