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God has lent us the earth for our life; it is a great entail. It belongs as much to
those who are to come after us, and whose names are already written in the
book of creation, as to us; and we have no right, by anything that we do or
neglect, to involve them in unnecessary penalties, or deprive them of benefits
which it is in our power to bequeath (deur John Rushkin in 1849 geskryf in The
Seven Lamps of Architecture, (Reid, 1995: Foreword)).
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OPSOMMING

Die afgelope paar dekades het daar ‘n duidelike behoefte ontstaan aan ‘n nuwe
raamwerk om ontwikkelingsdenke en ekologiese denke oor die handhawing van
die natuur te rig sodat dit binne die perke van die natuur gestalte kry. Ontwik-
kelingsdenke en die debat oor die handhawing van die natuur word steeds in ‘n
mate as twee afsonderlike aangeleenthede in teorie en die praktyk gehanteer.
Dit is een van die uitdagings van volhoubare ontwikkeling om die ontwikkelings-

pool en die ekologiese pool in die debat met mekaar te versoen.

Eerstens is die ontstaan en kenmerke van volhoubare ontwikkeling in die
proefskrif verduidelik. Daarna is die aard van die krisis in die natuur verduidelik,
gevolg deur ‘n bespreking van die belangrikste ekologiese beskouings met
betrekking tot volhoubare ontwikkeling. Daarna is vraagstukke in ontwikkelings-
denke wat op volhoubare ontwikkeling betrekking het, behandel asook die
stelselmatige klemverskuiwings in ontwikkelingsdenke wat onder meer die groei
van volhoubare ontwikkeling gestimuleer het. Die hoofstroom ontwikkelings-
beskouings, as die ander teenpool van die debat oor volhoubare ontwikkeling, is
daarna behandel. Ten slotte het enkele operasionaliseringsvraagstukke van

volhoubare ontwikkeling aandag geniet.



XI

SUMMARY

During the last few decades the need existed for a new framework to give
direction to development and ecological thought in respect of the sustaining of
nature in order to place development and ecological thought within the limits of
nature. However, development thought and the debate relating to nature are to
some extent still treated in theory and practice as two separate entities. One of
the current challenges for sustainable development is to reconcile the

development and ecological branches of this debate.

The thesis firstly explains the origin and characteristics of sustainable
development. Secondly, the crisis in nature is discussed, followed by a
discussion of the most important ecological views relating to sustainable
development. Then issues in development thought that relates to sustainable
development is discussed, as well as the changing emphasis in development
thought that stimulated the growth of sustainable development. The mainstream
development view, as the other main branch of sustainable development
thinking, is then discussed. In conclusion, some issues relating to the

operationalisation of sustainable development is discussed.

Keywords: Sustainable development; development thought; ecological integrity;
gender imbalances; indigenous knowledge systems; participatory rural appraisal,
participatory learning and action; global warming; erosion; pollution; economic
growth; specie imbalances; specie loss; deep ecology; shallow ecology; eco-
feminism; social ecology; co-evolution; technocentrism; alternative development;

Gaia.
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