
SUMMARY 
 
 
Until recently, there have been different and sometimes conflicting views on whether 
or not the communal land tenure system (CLTS) has a positive or negative impact on 
rural economic welfare.  This study analyses some trends associated with the CLTS in 
the Ditsobotla area of the NorthWest province, focusing on the implications for rural 
economic welfare.   
 
The results of the study suggest that the CLTS is extremely important in order to 
sustain the rural economy, and therefore this dissertation presents developmental, 
policy and research options for consideration by government and other affected 
stakeholders for the betterment of the livelihood of people in the Ditsobotla area.  The 
study adopts participatory research techniques in the selected villages of 
Springbokpan and Mooifontein.  It also reflects on land tenure experiences in other 
African countries. 
 
The dissertation concludes with a suggestion that the South African government 
should engage in in-depth research programmes prior to the implementation of the 
envisaged communal land tenure reform legislation and that, the state should secure 
sufficient funding to boost agricultural activities in the area.   
 
Taking all these factors into account, a view is held that all developmental endeavours 
in the area must be informed by the collective participation of the affected local 
people, and their efforts must be united for the enhancement of their livelihood.  
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